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INTRODUCTION

MAC 322 is a one-semester, 3credit-unit coursés Hesigned to drill
Journalism or Mass Communication students on therthand practice
of editorial writing.

The course will also highlight the opinion functsoof editorials and
columns in modern newspapers. It is developed figefian students
with typical examples from the Nigerian environment

The course takes into account the professionalamademic needs of
students offering BSc/BA degrees in Journalism aiMBbss
Communication.

The course has a guide which serves as a compeasieffective use
of the course materials as contained in the courses. There is also
provision for Tutor-Marked Assignments which yowsthl not handle
with levity.

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN IN THIS COURSE

The overall aim of MAC 322: Editorial Writing is expose you to the
basic concepts in opinion writing, both from therpmrate and
individual points of view.

The meaning, structure, types and functions ofeti¢orial would be
examined along with creative essentials of editeviging.

The course will also assist you to appreciate ttegomdifferences
between an editorial and other forms of writing.

Your understanding of Editorial Writing will pregarou to tackle the
challenges that go with analysis and interpretatbrissues of public
concern.

The course will professionally provoke your hungmrcritical thinking
and writing in line with the concept of editoriatiting.

It will equip you to have a better understandinghe power of public
opinion and how to use same for editorial purposes.

The course will also nurture you to understand #genda-setting
functions of the press and appreciate the poweanfofrmation in the
market place of ideas. Such understanding will Engibu to appreciate
why the mass media are often referred to as theg obpublic opinion.
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A thorough exposure to the contents of this cowvdlealso empower
you in writing effective broadcast commentaries.

COURSE AIMS

The major aim of this course is to sharpen yowslliettual horizon and
expose you to the general principles and practiocesn-depth or
interpretative writing.

The course is also aimed at drilling you in theaand science of column
and opinion writing from corporate and individu@rppectives.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

The course is designed to achieve the followingediyjes at its
completion:

o thoroughly educate you to appreciate the agendimgeable of
the press by initiating public debates and meagtihie effects of
such debates in the market place of ideas.

o educate you on the types, determinants, audient@arsuasive
techniques of editorials.

WORKING THROUGH THIS COURSE

To effectively harness and retain the rich inforiorain this course, you
are expected to read the recommended texts and otlagerials
provided by the National Open University of NigefidOUN).

The Self-Assessment Exercise spelt out in each mmoist be taken
seriously. You are expected from time to time tbrsit assignments for
periodic assessment. There will be an examinatiothe end of this
course. Stated below are the components of thesecamd what you
ought to do.

COURSE MATERIALS
The main components of the course are:

Course Guide
Study Units
References
Assignment File
Presentation

akrwndPE
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You must obtain the materials from the universitysome cases, you
may be required to obtain your copy from the booksHn case you
have any problem in obtaining your materials, yoayncontact your
tutors or counsellors.

STUDY UNITS

There are twenty study units in this course. Tlase

Module 1

Unit 1 Meaning of Editorials

Unit 2 Quialities of Editorials

Unit 3 Public Opinion and Editorials

Unit 4 Editorials and Other Forms of Writing
Unit 5 Types of Editorial

Module 2

Unit 1 Sourcing the Editorial Materials

Unit 2 Editorial Audience

Unit 3 Qualities of Editorial Writers

Unit 4 The Editorial Board

Unit 5 Techniques in Editorial Writing
Module 3

Unit 1 Determinants of Editorial Subject
Unit 2 Classification of Editorials

Unit 3 Structure of an Editorial

Unit 4 Pitfalls in Editorial Writing

Unit 5 Ethics of Editorial Writing

Module 4

Unit 1 The Editorial Page

Unit 2 Editing the Editorial

Unit 3 The Differences Between Print and Broad&aktorials
Unit 4 Editorial Writing and Economy

Unit5 Editorial Writing, Politics and Governance

Each unit is accompanied by a number of self-tedteh are drawn
from the materials you have already gone throughe Tests are
intentionally designed to keep you abreast of wai have studied
from the course materials. If properly utiliseds #xcellent combination

Vi
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of self-tests with tutor-marked assignments willna small measure
lead to the achievement of the overall objectiviethe course.

TEXTBOOKS AND REFERENCES
You should endeavour to get the following text b&ok

Ukonu, M. (2005)Fundamentals of EditoridlVriting. Nsukka: Multi
Educational and Services Trust.

Okoro, N. & B. Agbo (2003)Writing for the MediaSociety.Nsukka:
Prize Publishers.

Duyile, D. (2005) Writing for the Media — A Manual fakfrican
Journalists(2" ed.). Lagos: Gong Communication.

Anderson, D & Pater, B (197@nvestigative Reporting.ondon:
University Press Bloomington.

Anim, E. (1996) Editorial Writing. Port-Harcourt: Sunray Books Ltd.

Rystrom, K. (1994)The Why, Who and How of the Editorial Page.
(Z“d ed). Pennsylvania: Strata Publishing Company.

Ate, A.A. (2007).Editorial Writing: An Academic and Professional
ApproachAkure: Pamma Press.

THE ASSIGNMENT FILE

In the Assignment File, you will get the details tbe work you are
expected to submit to your tutor for marking. Tharks you obtained
for these assignments will count towards the fmark you obtain for
this course. Further information on the assignnwaittbe found in the
Assessment File itself and later in this coursedgun the section on
assessment.

THE PRESENTATION SCHEDULE

The presentation schedule included in your couragenals gives you
the important dates for the completion of tutor-kear assignments and
attending tutorials. Remember, you are requiredsubmit all your
assignments by the due dates. You should guareshstdailing behind
your work.

vii
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ASSESSMENT

There are two aspects to the assessment of theecdtirst is the Tutor-
Marked Assignments; second, there is a written @xation.

In tackling the assignments, you are expected pdyapformation and
knowledge acquired during this course.

The assignments must be submitted to your tutofdional assessment
in accordance with the deadlines stated in the ghssent File. The
work you submit to your tutor for assessment wollict for 30% of your
total course mark.

At the end of the course, you will need to sit #offinal three-hour
examination. This will also count for 70% of yootdl course mark.

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

There are twenty tutor-marked assignments in tbigse. You need to
submit all the assignments. The best four (i.e. highest four of the
fifteen marks) will be counted. The total marks tbe best four (4)
assignments will be 30% of your total course mark.

Assignment questions for the units in this counee @ntained in the
Assignment File. You should be able to completeryassignments
from the information and materials contained in ryset textbooks,
reading and study units. However, you are adviseduse other
references to broaden your viewpoint and provide deeper
understanding of the subject.

When you have completed each assignment, semgéiher with TMA
(Tutor-Marked Assignment) form, to your tutor. Makare that each
assignment reaches your tutor on or before thelideadiven to the
Assignment File. If, however, you cannot complet@rywork on time,
contact your tutor before the assignment is donediruss the
possibility of an extension.

FINAL EXAMINATION AND GRADING

The final examination of MAC 322 will be three heuduration and
have a value of 70% of the total course grade. &kamination will
consist of questions which reflect the type of $edting, practice
exercises and tutor-marked problems you have camss All areas of
the course will be assessed.

viii



MAC 322 COURSE GUIDE

You are advised to revise the entire course aftetysng the last unit
before you sit for the examination. You will finduseful to review your
tutor-marked assignments and the comments of yotar ton them
before the final examination.

COURSE MARKING SCHEME
This table shows how the actual course is brokemdo

Table 1: Course marking Scheme

Assessment Marks

Assignments 1-20 20 assignments, best four marksexity
count @7.5% (on the averages) = 309

course marks

) Of

Final Examination 70% of overall course marks

Total 100% of course marks

COURSE OVERVIEW

This table brings together the units, the numbewegks you should

take to complete them, and the assignments tHatvohem.

Table 2: Course Overview
Unit | Title of work Week’'s | Assessment
Activity | (end of unit)
Course Guide 1
Module 1
1 | Meaning of Editorial 1 Assessment 1
2 | Qualities of Good Editorial Writers 2 Assessmnt
3 | Public Opinion and Editorials 3 Assessment 3
4 | Editorial and other forms of writing 4 Assessmént
5 | Types of Editorials 5 Assessment 5
Module 2
1 | Sourcing the Editorial Materials 6 Assessment 6
2 | Editorial Audience 7 Assessment 7
3 | Qualities of Editorial Writers 8 Assessment 8
4 | Editorial Board 9 Assessment 9
5 | Techniques in Editorial writing 10 Assessment 10
Module 3
1 | Determinants of Editorial Subjects 11 Assessrént
2 | Classification of Editorial 12 Assessment 12
3 | Structure of an Editorial 13 Assessment 1,3
4 | Pitfalls of Editorial writing 14 Assessment 14
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5 | Ethics of Editorial writing | 15 | Assessment 15
Module 4

1 | The Editorial Page 16 Assessment 16

2 | Editing the Editorial 17 Assessment 17

3 | The Differences Between Print and 18 Assessment 18
Broadcast Editorials

4 | Editorial Writing and Economy 19 Assessment 19
5 | Editorial  Writing, Politics and 20 Assessment 20
Governance
Revision
Examination

HOW TO GET THE MOST FROM THIS COURSE

In distance learning, the study units replace thigarsity lecturer. This

is one of the great advantages of distance learryiog can read and
work through specially designed study materialgaatr own pace, and
at a time and place that suit you best. Think @fsitreading the lecture
instead of listening to a lecturer. In the same Wwyt a lecturer might
set you some reading to do, the study units tall ydnen to read your
set books or other materials. Just as a lecturghtngive you an in-class
exercise, your study units provide exercises far yppdo at appropriate
points.

Each of the study units follows a common formate Tinst item is an
introduction to the subject matter of the unit dwosv a particular unit is
integrated with the other units and the coursewhae. Next is a set of
learning objectives. These objectives let you kvelwat you should be
able to do by the time you have completed the ufau should use
these objectives to guide your study. When you Hanrghed the units
you must go back and check whether you have aathithes objectives.
If you make a habit of doing this you will signiiotly improve your
chances of passing the course.

The main body of the unit guides you through theuned reading from

other sources. This will usually be either from yset books or from
other materials.

READING SECTION

Remember that your tutor's job is to help you. Wiyeu need help,
don't hesitate to call and ask your tutor to previd

1. Read this Course Guide thoroughly



MAC 322 COURSE GUIDE

10.

Organise a study schedule. Refer to the ‘Courserviawe’ for

more details. Note the time you are expected tomcGme each
unit and how the assignments relate to the unithatélver
method you chose to use, you should fashion out ywn

convenient schedule for working on each unit.

Once you have created your own study schedule vdoything
you can to stick to it. The major reason that stisléail is that
they get behind with their course work. If you geb difficulties
with your schedule, please let your tutors knowobeis too late
for help.

Turn to Unit 1 and read the introduction and thgdiives for the
unit.

Assemble the study materials. Information abouttwioai need
for a unit is given in the ‘Overview’ at the beging of each unit.
You will almost always need both the study unit yoa working
on and one of your set books on your desk at tie gane.

Work through the unit. The content of the unit litdeas been
arranged to provide a sequence for you to follow.y&du work
through the unit you will be instructed to readtsets from your
set books or other articles. Use the unit to gyme reading.

Review the objectives for each study unit to confithat you
have achieved them. If you feel unsure about anythef
objectives, review the study material or consuliryitor.

When you are confident that you have achieved a’suni
objectives, you can then start on the next unibc®ed unit by
unit through the course and try to pace your stsolythat you
keep yourself on schedule.

When you have submitted an assignment to your témor
marking, do not wait for its return before startmgthe next unit.
Keep to your schedule. When the assignment is metiirpay
particular attention to your tutor’'s comments, boththe tutor-
marked assignment form and also on what is writtenthe
assignment. Consult your tutor as soon as possiljleu have
any questions or problems.

After completing the unit, review the course andpare yourself
for the final examination. Check that you have aeéd the unit
objectives (listed at the beginning of each unityl dhe course
objectives (listed in this Course Guide).

Xi
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FACILITATORS/TUTORS AND TUTORIALS

There are 8 hours of tutorials provided in supmdrthis course. You
will be notified of the dates, times and locatioh these tutorials,
together with the name and phone number of yowr,tais soon as you
are allocated tutorial group.

Your tutor will mark and comment on your assignrnseikeep a close
watch on your progress and on any difficulties ywaght encounter and
provide assistance to you during the course. Yoatmmail your tutor-

marked assignments to your tutor well before the date (at least two
working days are required). They will be marked your tutor and

returned to you as soon as possible.

Do not hesitate to contact your tutor by telephamail, or discussion
board if you need help. The following might be amtstances in which
you will find help necessary.

Contact your tutor if:

o you do not understand any part of the study unithe® assigned
readings

o you have difficulty with the self-tests or exerase

) you have a question or problem with an assignmeith your
tutor's comments on an assignment or with the gigadif an
assignment.

You should try your best to attend the tutorialsisTis the only chance
to have face to face contact with the tutor andsio questions which are
answered instantly. You can raise any problem emeoed in the
course of your study. To gain the maximum benefdnf course
tutorials, prepare a question list before attendimegn. You will learn a
lot from participating in discussions actively.

SUMMARY

MAC 322 is packaged to introduce you to the basacepts and
principles of Editorial Writing. Upon the completi@f the course, you
will be able to answer the following questions agnothers:

What is the meaning of Editorial?

What are the qualities of a good Editorial writer?

What are the types and functions of Editorials?

What persuasive and propaganda techniques can saeinu
Editorial Writing?

Xii
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o Where can you source for Editorial materials and valne the
Editorial Audience?

o How can editorials be classified and what are thg issues or
concepts in Editorial Writing?

o What determines an Editorial subject and what heedos and
don’ts of Editorial Writing?

o What are the ethics of Editorials?

Xiii
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MODULE 1

Unit 1 Meaning of Editorial

Unit 2 Qualities of a Good Editorial

Unit 3 Public Opinion and Editorials

Unit 4 Editorials and Other Forms of Writing
Unit 5 Types of Editorials

UNIT 1 MEANING OF EDITORIAL
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  Definition of Editorial
3.2  History of Editorial
3.3  Nature of Editorials
3.4  Public Opinion and the Editorial
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

It is quite acceptable that journalists and magsmanicators primarily
have the responsibility of informing, educating amahtertaining
members of the society. As an institution, the mameslia could set
agenda, preserve cultural heritage, as well asec@tdtus on individuals
or institutions in the society. To achieve thesewéver, different
approaches, such as news reporting, features grinews analysis,
editorial writing and news commentaries, could bmplyed by
journalists.

This unit explores editorial writing with particuleemphasis on its
meaning, history, characteristics and nature.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

define what an editorial is

relate the history of editorials

explain the characteristics of editorials
describe the nature of editorials.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Definition of Editorial

An editorial could be defined as a corporate vome a media

organisation on any given issue of public interédso known as the
leader, the editorial is looked upon by Duyile (2@3) as the “opinion
of a newspaper simply written for the understandihgeaders, leading
them to take decisions on the issues being disdus$e a simple

manner, the veteran journalist describes it asettanatory text, the
opinions of the newspaper on any topic. Accordmgitn, this could be
an argument exhibiting the logical reasoning of eavspaper, using
thoughts of the proprietor for the purpose of padsug the readers
(audience) to either kick against or accept an,igeficy or an action
based on facts available.

Hoffman (2007:113) on the other hand, views an oedit as a
“statement of opinion from an editor or publishéoat you and your
business or media coverage generated by news' staff.

In agreement with the above, lyorkyaa (1996:4) rdefian editorial as
“a journalistic essay which attempts to:

a. inform or explain;
b. persuade or convince,;
C. stimulate insight in an entertaining or humorousna.”

In their views, Okoro & Agbo (2003:125) capture tbencept of the
editorial as “a critical evaluation, interpretati@nd presentation of
significant, contemporary events in such a wayaasform, educate,
entertain and influence the reader.”

It could be inferred from the definitions abovettha editorial is based
on expression or corporate opinion which usualtgnorets issues from
a deeper out-look and entertains the average remitlerits substance
and depth of analysis.

Editorial writing has become a celebrated conceptskrious-minded
newspapers just as a news commentary is for breadgadue to the
opinion function of the mass media (Ate, 2006). ldwear, an editorial is
influenced by the newspaper policy and philoso@wnership structure
as well as political environment in which it opest
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3.2 History of Editorials

What is today known as the editorial could be tdaag far back in 1880
(Yaasa, 1996:6). This was the time in which thent&ditorial was put
to use as a label to mark clearly a statementegthtor’s opinion. The
term was used then to refer to an article writtgrihe editor. However,
in the 20" century, the coast of editorials became wide-spr&his was

largely due to the fact that newspapers acrossgtbbe had made
editorials to be occupying separate pages or spadasir publications.

Also around this period, certain newspapers theldvowver began
placement of editorials on left hand pages, usuallyfront of the

section.

It is worthy to note that modern newspapers hageifstantly expanded
and enriched the editorial page to the extentithatbeen used to face
lengthy opinions by columnists and guest writerBisTirade mark is
known as op-ed, meaning opposite the editorial page

3.3 Features of an Editorial

An editorial topic or subject cannot emerge from kiue (Ate, 2007). It
usually comprises issues of topical interest tlaaehoeen reported in the
mass media by way of hard news or features, whtttacés public
attention and debate. An editorial could, therefdye said to have
characteristics of news and features elements.

More so, an editorial has other features like dbjig, precision,
specialism and advocacy. These according to Uk@d9y) are all
incorporated into editorials for the fact that i investigative,
interpretative and newsy in nature. He contends e editorial is a
melting pot for all kinds of journalist writings.

An editorial also has some characteristics of aystwecause of its
subjectivity biases. Editorials could be subjectimeposture because
their sources could emanate from thought-provokieters to the

editors which are often used for gauging publicnapi on emerging
controversial and topical issues of public interest

An editorial is also characterised by borrowed sddaom other

journalistic write-ups. This simply agrees with ttaet that the editorial
has some components of different journalistic wuipes.

3.4 Nature of Editorial

Editorial writing belongs to the print media genvEhile other opinion
pieces like articles, columns and essays are eekdd individuals or
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joint writers, the editorial belongs to a newspagsran institution — a
social institution. (Ukonu, 2005).

Naturally, an editorial is more of a corporate vidiitherefore carries an
institutional flavour. This explains why terms likéwe” or a
newspaper's name is often used instead of “I” @ wWriter's name.
Since it is an organisational affair, any creditbteme in an editorial
usually goes to the organisation, rather thannbe/idual.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

I In your own words, define Editorial.

. Briefly trace the history of editorial and tlebanges in its trends
from individual to corporate expression.

lii.  What are the features of an editorial?

V. Distinguish the nature of editorials from ottierms of writing.

4.0 CONCLUSION

| have discussed the concept of editorial fromedéht perspectives. It is
found here that an editorial is a combination oheot journalistic
elements. However, the editorial differs from otheite-ups because of
the institutional or corporate nature it wearsisltherefore a powerful
weapon in shaping public opinion.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit tackles the meaning and history of arice®il. It also captures
the features and nature of the subject matter.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

I What is an editorial?
. Explain the features of an editorial and itatenship with its
nature.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Ate, A.A. (2007). Editorial Writing: An Academic and Professional
Approach.Akure: Pamma Press.

Duyile, D. (2005).Writing for the Media — A Manual for African
Journalists. Lagos: Gong Communication Ltd. P64.

Ukonu, M. (2005).Fundamentals of Editorial WritingNsukka: Multi
Educational and Services Trust. P1.
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Okoro, N. & Agbo, B. (2003) Writing for the Media SocietyNsukka:
Prize Publishers. P124.

Hoffman, M. (2007). Academic’s Dictionary of Mass Communication.
New Delhi: Academic (India) Publishers.

Yaasa, A. (1996). “History of Editorials”. Unpustied Work.
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UNIT 2 QUALITIES OF A GOOD EDITORIAL
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objective
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Qualities of a Good Editorial
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION
Editorial, just like human beings have qualitiegisTunit shall discuss

the qualities of editorial. This is aimed at assgtyou in writing a
professionally acceptable editorial.

2.0 OBJECTIVE

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o comment on the qualities of a good editorial.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Qualities of a Good Editorial

It is important for a good editorial writer to infd@ certain guidelines on
the concept of editorial writing. These guideliva enable the writer

to appreciate the qualities of a good editoriale A2007), Onabajo
(2000), Ukonu (2005), Okoro & Agbo (2003) captune general hints
guiding the concept of editorial writing. These:are

1. Institutional Flavour

The editorial must be written using the instituabmame. It should be
regarded as the corporate voice of the media estaidént and not that
of the individual.

2. The Language should be plain and Unambiguous

Whatever purpose is intended of an editorial, thigewshould make the
language simple, so it could be understood by dinget audience. For
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the editorial writer to achieve this there is adé® avoid beating about
the bush.

3. Editorials should be exact and Straight-To-ThdRoint

It is expected of a good editorial writer to make point as it is. This is
a good quality of editorial that makes it to be ghwand short.

4. It must be Human Interest Oriented

Man is generally interested in affairs of fellow méie therefore looks
for such knowledge. An editorial that has humaenest is bound to win
the affection of people, as they will get interésie it than others. It is
therefore essential to make this a good qualitgroéditorial.

5. Editorials should be Catchy and Attention Arresing

A writer should avoid dull and weak editorials besa they cannot
create a desired effect on the target audiencen&twords that are
persuasive in nature should be used in an editrialake it catchy and
attention-arresting.

6. It should be Original in Tone and Substance

Editorials are not copied from other newspapersth&a they are
generated by ideas obtained from researches. Ediveniters should be
original in the art and science of editorial wrgtinThey should avoid
copying other people’s work, but rather contribogsv ideas and agenda
for public opinion.

7. It must be Well Researched

Just as it is mentioned above, editorial writereudth research before
writing the editorial. This could make the editbtianely, authoritative
and qualitative. A highly profound editorial is aoduct of good
research.

8. Editorials should be Factual, Concrete and natpeculative

Editorial writers should make sure that their opmpieces are credible
enough for publication. It is wise for such ediadsito be cross-checked
to avoid falsehood and ensure accuracy.

Capturing the qualities of a good editorial in hany of the above
views, Folarin (1998:36-38) identifies the genetigls on editorial
writing:
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o select a current topic and stick to it, albeit lmgkat it from all
relevant angles. Sometimes an advocacy or propé&gdand
editorial chooses a specific point of view and ksico it,
disregarding other possible angles. The purposthefeditorial
decides the approach adopted.

o find a sound premise for your position and let ymasoning on
that premise be equally sound.

o make the editorial short and crisp. A long editoria an
aberration and must have a strong justificationechsas a special
occasion (military coup, an independence annivgysdne
signing of a bilateral treaty, etc.). In many cadesg editorials
are broken down into installments, each installmeaking at a
specific aspect of the topic. More than two ed#lsrion a given
topic becomes an “editorial campaign”. Such campa@re rare
in Nigeria.

o the language of editorials, more than that of amgioitem in the
paper, is expected to be flawless, since the edlitas the
“intellectual powerhouse of the newspaper”. Theregpion is
forthright and masculine, and does not leave tlaglere in any
doubt about the paper’s position on the pertingsue. Simplicity
Is not a leading quality of editorials in NigeriBut each one
should be clear, concise and definitive.

For any editorial to create the desired effect wirdthe affection of the

audience, it must have the above qualities. Ihédfore important for

editorialists to have a mastery of what constigwed editorials. Good

editorials are not supposed to be dull. They are supposed to be
emotional and illogical. They are not supposedadyased on rumour or
untested facts but on concrete and logical fadieyTare not supposed
to be based on irrelevant issues but on topicaessf public interest.

Good editorials must have a segmented audiencésboiessage must
be understood by all who are exposed to it. A gediiorial must also
have visual or pictorial qualities. As the readeexposed to it, he or she
should be able to appreciate the issue under pnoteal terms.
SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the qualities of a good editorial.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

Knowledge of editorial qualities is important toeey editorial writer.
This is the key to writing good quality editorialkhis unit has however,
highlighted certain qualities of a sound editoteaénable you to become
efficient in the craft of editorial writing.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit discusses the qualities of a good editolt emphasizes the
need for editorial writers to be acquainted wittclswgualities for a
worthwhile journalistic mission.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Discuss the qualities of a good editorial with epdas from Nigerian
newspapers.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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UNIT 3 PUBLIC OPINION AND EDITORIALS
CONTENTS
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3.1  Definitions of Public Opinion
3.2 Importance of Public Opinion
3.3  Formation of Public Opinion
3.4 Opinion Functions of Editorials
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6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The mass media are known for their roles in then&dion of public

opinion. Thus, this has earned them the title “twart of public

opinion.” This unit examines issues that revolveuad the importance
of public opinion and its formation. A thorough exaation of the

opinion function of editorials will be the focal ipb of discussion. This
will enable you to appreciate the importance ofcdils in modern day
newspapers.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o define public opinion

o discuss the importance of public opinion

o state the factors that are responsible for the dtion of public
opinion

) discuss the opinion function of editorials.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Definition of Public Opinion

Public opinion is, simply, the aggregate views @nnibers of the society
on a given significant issue, be it political, sdcdr an economic one.
Put simpler, public opinion is a collection of vievand feelings of
members of the public on current topical issuekeTar instance, the
voting pattern of 2007 election. Public views canHarvested on the

10
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issue and the position of the public can be mad®wvknthrough the
mass media.

3.2 Importance of Public Opinion

The mass media are indisputably the mouth pies®akty. Because of
the aggressive expansion of societies in recengstims a result of
population explosion, the mass media remain theg sole voice or
platform whereby members of society will expressirtiieelings, views
and opinions.

Public opinion is useful or beneficial in the folllmg ways:

provides the resources for determining the currenimage of

an individual or organisation. If, for instance, a political office
holder wishes to measure or test his/her populagyblic

opinion will be the way forward. The media will gntake the
individual concern to the court of public opiniondaeither the
vote of confidence or no-confidence will be passedhe person.
The same thing could be applicable to an orgawoisdhiat wishes
to measure its profile in the eyes of the public.

reveals need for social changeSocial change, according to
Wilmot (1985:174) cited in Ojo (2004), is the adtgon in the
sources or organisation of society or its componpatts
overtime. Mac Geeet al. (1977:589) cited in Ojo (op cit)
describes social change as the transformationtterpa of social
organisation or activity.

An adage says nothing is permanent except change.nfass
communicator through his interaction with diversembers of
the society is an agent of change. The mass conmcator keeps
a tab on human and organisation behaviour andn@ With
public position or opinion may champion the causef social
change in a society.

predicts financial and developmental future of an
organisation. The mass media may keep its watchful eyes on a
particular organisation and predict the organisesgiofuture
financial status through the help of public opinion

provides raw materials for research purposesBy exposing
some grey areas of a phenomenon through publiciapiar
debate, researchers could benefit much in therattsaience of
public opinion.

11
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aids policy formulation and planning in society. Through
public opinion, government can know the views @& gieople and
can formulate policies for their good governance.

sets agenda for the societyOne of the major functions of the
press is to set agenda for the good governandeedddciety. The
journalist without getting in touch with the view$ members of
the society cannot set any effective agenda. Ackexging the
agenda-setting power of the press, Cohen (1963it8§ in
Daramola (2003:60) said:

The press may not be successful much of the tintelling
people what to think, but they are stunningly sestid in telling
them what to think about.

The ability of the media to determine public thimkiis an agenda-
setting exercise.

According to Daramola (2003:61), “when the predgesea great issue
to thrust unto the agenda of talk, it moves actiont.” That underscores
the importance of the agenda-setting function efghess which is only
made possible through public opinion.

It is important to note that public opinion can beasured through
opinion polls, elections, referenda and by meetig the people.

3.3 Formation of Public Opinion

Generally, controversial issues are batteries tmétion of public
opinion. However, public opinion can be formed they diverse ways.

These include:

o Through the mass media.That is the expression of people’s
views through Radio, TV, Newspapers, and Magazines.

o Peer groups.A group of people moving together and sharing
common ties and influences.

o Pressure group and political parties. Pressure group,

professional leanings and political parties provaldazaar of
information that forms and shapes public opinion.

o Symposia and lectures.Symposia and public lectures provide
avenues for brainstorming of ideas whose molectd@sbe used
in constructing public opinion.

o Election. Political advertisements and other kinds of
electioneering campaigns often provoke importartilipussues
that result in formation of public opinion.

12
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Individual orientation or background. A person who, by
geographical, professional or social backgroundth@oughly
exposed to public issues or debates can serveisesfal resource
in the formation of public opinion.

3.4 Opinion Functions of Editorials

There is a striking relationship between publicnog and editorial
writing. Issues in the mass media, you will agregy start at the
running-fever level (insignificant level) but latexplode into public
knowledge. It is at this stage that the editoriakev comes in either to
support or oppose the vexed issue in the courtibligopinion.

Editorials in modern newspapers and magazines, réiocp to Ate
(2007:21-28), perform the following functions:

Criticise or attack socio-political, economic and roral
dilemmas of the societyAn editorialist sometimes performs the
job of a human rights activist raising alarm ontdte abuse or
annihilation of certain norms and acceptable soafder in the
society. Exploitative and autocratic governmentiqgies can be
attacked by editorials. On the side of the governsben a
particular section of the society decides, foranse, to take laws
into its hand, editorials are bound to criticiselsan anomaly.

llluminate the day’s intelligence. By throwing more light to
complex issues of the day, editorials often tryotok at the two
sides of an issue. They highlight and analyse thengths and
weaknesses of public issues while proffering sohdi to
complex issues of public concern.

Bring to fore debatable issues and provide an ledtlal
compass for society to discuss and resolve buieswugs.

Editorials give direction for discussion and resioln of burning
issues in the society. They provoke debate on skvéssues of
public concern especially for the elites.

Defend the underdogs in the societyln every given society,
there exist different dimensions of natural andiesdl economic
gaps between the rich and the poor, the powerfd Hre
powerless, the educated and the uneducated, eten e rich,
for instance, tend to unjustifiably exploit and nparate the
poor, editorials rise up in defense of the latidre relationship
among different members of the society is often itooed by the

13
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Vi.

media and an advocacy role played by editorialgefend the
course of the wretched of the earth.

Endorse or support an issue of public significance
Editorialists are not a dogmatic set of barking apiting
professionals, whose stock-in-trade is only attagkiEditorials
can also support noble causes of public concern.irfstance,
any time policy formulators and executors are anrght track,
some editorials acknowledge their efforts. In suppg or
endorsing a policy, there might be some grey avelasre the
“supportive” editorials may call for fine-tuning. igérian
government-owned media establishments are fondigbating
the policies of their proprietors through theirmpn columns for
public acceptability.

To influence policy formulation or decision makingon certain
issues Editorials galvanise policy makers to set progcagenda
for good governance of the society.

Capturing the characteristics of editorials in hanyn with the
aforementioned functions, ldemili, cited in Uwaky2005:107-108),

observes:

a. That the editorial helps the reader to bring omiar of chaos of
news.

b. That on the editorial page, special reporters ¢uroaists have a
place, for explaining behind-the-scene events hatlfteedom of
style and deep backgrounding is permitted.

C. That the editorial can fight battles for the newsgaeader.

d. That the editorial plays agenda-setting functionsote; exposes
public debate, the good and bad ideas in circulatio

e. That the editorial page should give readers theodppity to air
their views by providing space for letters to tloda .

f. That the editorial makes room for the editor toresp his views.

g. That the editorial serves as a source of persgnadt the
newspaper.

vii.  Appeal or Persuade Editorials appeal to or persuade the readers

14

to accept the rightness or wrongness of an issuaeSditorials
often woo individual members of the society, cogterbodies or
government to accept a particular course of adboithe interest
of the society. Such editorials are sandwiched withcrete facts
and spice-up with tantalizing persuasive techniquegh create
indelible marks on the psyche of readers.
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A good and powerful editorial usually has impaat. MNigeria, for
instance, good editorials often galvanise policynfolation on the side
of government and relevant stakeholders for thdebment of the
society. On the side of the governed, editorialbilise them either to
reject or accept a policy or a burning issue ofdag.

Editorials can in a detailed manner, indicate, rimfoand entertain
members of the public and divergent issues in tbeiety. Ideas
harvested from editorials can also help in presgréihe nation’s sacred
institutions like marriage, religion, etc.

Through broadcast commentaries, members of the cwomyncan be
mobilised to participate in meaningful developmeérgeojects in the
society. Such projects may include head counttielecimmunisation
exercise, to mention only a few.

Editorials can create a pathway for legislators ifmtance, to initiate
bills that will eventually become laws in the nat®statute books. If an
editorial is to create impact on its audience, listrreflect the wisdom,
integrity and voice of the society.

An impact-creating editorial must represent thedsoand aspirations of
the community in which the newspaper is locatedulrlished.

Okoro & Agbo (2003:127) did a compendium of an ietpdriven
editorial. Such an editorial in their view mustantl to do the following:

) Create and sustain a high culture for humanity

o Mobilise the populace to support a good cause

o Uncover inefficiency, maladministration and corioptin both
public and private sectors of the economy

o Expose brutality by law enforcement agents or inntale

institutions or home for juvenile delinquents aghi the evil of

child abuse, drugs, destitution, etc.

Fight intolerance and make the nation a betterepladive

Support civic projects to build up a better citinen

Simplify the complexities of modern society

Help puzzled readers to find their way in the makeomplex

economic developments and baffling statistics

Promote interactional good will, understanding andeptance

o Instill a sense of patriotism/nationalism for tharwval of
nationhood

o Become the articulate voice of the populace

o Be the vanguard for the formation and crystall@atof public
opinion

o Promote and sustain good government

15
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It is crucial to stress at this juncture that amjtagial or broadcast
commentary that is constructed or built in the tigif the above
guidelines is bound to have an overwhelming impacteadership and
viewing.

It is an indisputable fact that the style, tonegiaage coupled with the
substance of an editorial are needed ingrediengmakaging effective
editorials both for print and broadcast media.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Define public opinion.

2. Outline the importance of public opinion.

3 Identify at least six factors that can be usedhe formation of

public opinion.
4, Discuss the functions of editorials in the masslia.

4.0 CONCLUSION
Editorials have major opinion functions they penfidn the mass media.
This makes the mass media to be a leading forceublic opinion

formation. Editorials will, therefore, remain reét in the mass media
due to the important views of society members suas at all times.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit considered the meaning of public opinitbs,importance and
factors responsible for its formation. The unittadarly dealt with the
opinion functions of editorials in modern society.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Editorial piece is the backbone of serious-minde@spapers. Justify
this statement with particular emphasis on Nigenewspapers.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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Approach.Akure: Pamma Press. P21-28.
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UNIT 4 EDITORIALS AND OTHER FORMS OF
WRITING

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Editorials and News
3.2 Editorials and Features
3.3  Editorials and Columns

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION
Editorials and other forms of newspaper write-upge &ased on
subjective opinion about issues. This is unlikaigtit forward news

reporting which is mostly objective and based anida

This unit examines the relationship between editsrand other forms
of writing, such as features, columns and news.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o discuss the relationship between editorials andu&cnews
reporting

o explain the relationship between editorials anduiiess

o state the relationship between editorials and cokum

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Editorial and News

For a rewind, the editorial is the corporate exgims of media
organisation on given issues of public interestilevinews is the
recounting of factual and timely events in the styi

It is instructive to know that editorials are “omnated” or subjective,
while news is objective in nature. Editorials aretwen out of news
stories, while news is influenced by events, repamnd the audience.
The major elements of news are:
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Timeliness
Proximity
Oddities
Prominence
Consequences
Human interest

Straightforward news reporting or factual news ikirad of report that
says it as it is. Factual news serves as sourcexlitorials and features,
as most issues addressed in editorials do emaateews reports.

Editorials also stimulate news. This is clearly whowhen the public
reacts to editorial contents either in supportlgection of an issue. It is,
therefore, clear that both concepts complement etr.

3.2 Editorial and Features

Editorial writing is research oriented. The sammghis applicable to
features writing.

A feature is a creative journalistic article whiamforms, explains,
analyses, interprets, and exposes issues for kieeofaeaders.

Awoyinfa and Igwe (1991:5) describe a feature dsdourful story

about people, events, places, life... It is writtenan interesting and
creative manner with information drawn from peopieolved, eye-

witnesses, experts on the subjects and those edfégtthe subjects”.

Both features and editorials give room for deepel lagical analysis of
issues. However, Okoro & Agbo (2003:96) provide paating point
between features and editorials as follows:

(@) Most features carry bylines, i.e they are signedhr writers.
Usually, editorials do not carry bylines.

(b) Features can be accompanied by illustrations. Irstnoases,
editorials are not illustrated (photographic ilhasions).

(c) Features are usually the result of individual dffowhile
editorials are the result of group effort, thatthe editorial board.

3.3 Editorials and Columns
An editorial is a journalistic article or essay whni critically and

rationally informs, educates and entertains itgagaaudience on socio-
political and economic issues of the day.
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A column on the other hand is an article which iearthe personality,
style, and individual identity of the writer. Thehgman Dictionary of
Contemporary English defines a column as an articlea particular
subject or by a particular writer that appears latdyin a newspaper or
a magazine.

Editorials and columns have striking resemblancdeme and substance,
especially public affairs columns. That notwithstiang, columns and
editorials have some demarcation lines.

According to Onabajo (2000), most editorials hawitutional flavours
while columns have personal flavours, a distinctioat goes beyond the
use of “we” and “I”.

In writing an editorial, the word “we” or the nanoé the newspaper or
magazine is often used as an attestation of theocate concern while
“I” is used in columns to showcase personal appeal.

In columns, the author’s byline and style are madaifest in the write-
up. This is opposed to editorial writing where alédits, glories and
blames, as the case may be, go to the media estaigint and not to an
individual.

Duyile (2005:69) gives the demarcation line betwemtumns and
editorials. According to him, “writing a column isot writing an
editorial. It is a kind of feature which expressgsir personality to
readers. The readers will always remember you &ur yexpressions,
your style, and your treatment of issues from ymwn personal ways.”

Under columns, the writer’'s names or pseudonymbeansed but this is
not applicable to editorial writing.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
I Explain the relationship between editorial aractiial news
reporting.

. Describe the meeting and parting points ofdea$ and editorials.
iii.  Explain the differences between editorials aotlmns.

4.0 CONCLUSION
In this unit, we looked at editorials and news t@thls and features as

well as editorials and columns. Specifically, weayed the relationship
between editorials and the afore-mentioned formsraing.
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5.0 SUMMARY

This unit focused on editorials and other formsweiting. The unit
examined the relationship between editorials andsnesditorials and
features as well as editorials and columns.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Discuss the parting points of columns and editsrial

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Awoyinfa, M. and Igwe, D. (1991)The Art of Features Writing for
Newspaper and Magazinkadan: Shaneson C.| Ltd.

Duyile, D. (2005). Writing for the Media — A Manual for African
Journalists(2™ ed.).Lagos: Gong Communication Ltd.

Onabajo, O. (2000)Fundamentals of Broadcast Journalisiragos:
Gabi Concept Ltd. Pp. 203.

Longman’s Dictionary of Contemporary Englis2000) (¥ ed.).
London: Longman.
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UNIT 5 TYPES OF EDITORIALS
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3.0 Main Content
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5.0 Summary
6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Editorials do address issues from different anglé®y therefore, have
different approaches and types for achieving thems and objectives.
This unit looks at the various types of editorials.

2.0 OBJECTIVE

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o Categorise editorials

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Types of Editorials
There are three basic types of editorials. These ar

I Interpretative Editorials
. Controversial Editorials
iii. Explanatory Editorials

Interpretative Editorial : These are written to explain issues at stake.
They, therefore, place factual points for readeradsess and decide a
right action to take. They could be positive, negabr even neutral to
issues, depending on the views of the media orghors Let's take a
look at a sample of this kind of editorial.

Nigeria’'s Future
) A report by a US intelligence agency on the futofréigeria by

2020 has generated concerns. The global reporthef US
National Intelligence Council examined the socpllitical and
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economic future of countries and continents, idiettiareas of
strengths and weaknesses worth consolidating oessithg, and
made some projections.

o Specifically, the report predicted that Nigeria htigoreak up
within 15 years if the leaders disregard peoplashvand insist
on an unworkable union. According to the reporg tountry's
“leaders are locked up in a bad marriage thatialiké but dare
not leave.” The document expresses the possilohtia junior
officer coup that could destabilise the countrytiie extent that
open warfare breaks out in many parts in a sustamanner;”
adding rightly that a failed Nigeria will be diffit to
reconstitute.

° The report also notes that Africa’'s hope of betedt from
globalisation will depend on the extent to whickcleaountry
improves governance, reins in corruption, resob@wlicts, and
firms up the rule of law. Leadership, the repontssawill be the
key to progress for sub-Saharan countries thaluaks to evolve
it. The report does not spare the US, which it saight lose its
global economic dominance to upcoming China andlnd

o While dismissing the report as “glib talk” by dettars, President
Olusegun Obasanjo has confessed that the glooragdst poses
a serious challenge to him and all Nigerians. He, lizerefore,
passed the report to the National Assembly fooacti

) There is no doubt that almost everyone wants aedriigeria.
But the injustices that precipitated the 30-montl war in 1967
appear to have grown deeper and more widespreaer the
years, successive governments have failed to fargetional
identity. So, the citizens still feel more comfdata sticking to
their ethnic identities. Since democracy reemergedl999,
hundreds of thousands of people have been killeacktimo-
religious crises that sprouted from the unsettlational question
over indigene/settler dichotomy. There are standatfnic
militias in the north, south, east and west. Jeséntly, President
Obasanjo reportedly gave out several millions afanas ransom
to stave off the threat to blow up oil installatsdoy a Niger Delta
militia group.

o Except the deceitful ones, therefore, only a feW ieguire a US
intelligence to predict that Nigeria's fragile ynitnay snap if
urgent steps are not taken to redress a flawediapgt structure
that has only fueled mass poverty and frustrati@r. now, the
ruling class may continue to delude itself thatré¢ha@re no
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dangers ahead. Blinded by the filthy reward they fgem a
corrupt and dysfunctional system, the nation's lynpwoliticians
often wrongly assume that citizens will foreveretalte injustice
via rigged elections; executive rascality in flaghpa disobeying
Supreme Court verdicts; and abuse of incumbencyepowo
brutalise or kill political opponents.

o Obasanjo’s anger that government's ongoing progisgfiorms
were not reckoned with in foreseeing a brighteurfetfor Nigeria
IS instructive. But the truth is that the reforme &alf-hearted
and so vyield slow, insignificant and unnoticeab&turns. Six
years of reforms, for instance, has produced a neikeptic
regime of power supply, posing a serious threat to
industrialisation and job creation. That is juseadndication that
the nation's economy is far from being export-deenand,
therefore, vulnerable to the adverse impacts dfajlsation.

o To prevent the doomsday forecast from being feld]l the
nation's leaders must be bold enough to dismantlenaust fiscal
structure that has alienated the constituent pdt® nation's
unity depends on how quickly the centre is whitttemvn for a
truly federal Nigerian state to emerge.

Source: The PunchJune 2, (2005).

Controversial Editorials: Controversial editorials are written with the
particular mission or mandate to propagate a paaticor specific point
of view. Such editorials often attempt to convirtbe reader on the
desirability or inevitability of a particular issuehile painting the
opposing side in bad light. These kinds of editerare either positive
or negative. There is no room for neutrality in Isweditorials because
they can out rightly support or oppose an issué @it vehemence (Ate
2007:16). Below is a specimen of a controversidbedl.

Kalu’'s Comedy of Errors

o The People’s Democratic Party (PDP) is undoubtadbyg party.
Its bigness derives from a lot of variables. Theseiables
include size, geographical spread, religious spreambership
and even quality of individual members. For a counthose
previous democratic collapse could be partly tracethe failure
of electoral politics, the PDP held hope for thestesnance of
democracy in Nigeria.

o Yet, its strength contains the ingredients of imsakness. As a
rainbow coalition, it was an amalgam of all-coméfhere was
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no attempt to use the factor of antecedents tons#inbership.
The resultant effect is the emergence of some tsadéo
ordinarily should not be admitted into a serioustypaMore
embarrassing and depressing is the fact that sdrtteem hold
offices that can make one equate them with theypart

) Such a person is Governor Orji Uzor Kalu of AbiatSt Right
from the beginning, he comes across as an undrsetplparty-
man. He seems to have an inflated opinion, not ailyhis
popularity in his state of Abia, but of an errongquosition in
Nigerian history. He plays all forms of pranks eronfirm his
fable of historical expectation. He situates hisaion on very
faulty premises and dishes out to himself over@ead salad of
political relevance. Ordinarily, one should notlmhered about
such illusion except for the Yoruba adage whichnsals that if
your neighbour chooses to eat dangerous insecty@ndefuse
to caution him, his restlessness at the dead ofntgkt will
disturb your own sleep.

o Governor Kalu's latest antics relate to an allegedassination
threat on his life by Chief Tony Anenih, the ChaamBoard of
Trustees of the ruling PDP. An accusation of mutethreat of
it is so grievous that the ingredients of such aaton must be
unassailable. In Kalu's case, he said his Depuie@or, relayed
to him the threat of assassination after meetingually with
Chief Anenih. The Deputy Governor has since denfeat he
relayed such a message. In fact, his memo to Gowdtalu on
the chance meeting with Anenih does not containhsan
accusation.

) But Kalu's bag of mischief and character assassinateems
inexhaustible. He had earlier accused the same iAneh
collecting over 300 billion naira as minister withaanything to
show for it. Official figures reveals that withihd period of his
ministerial responsibility, Anenih collected a lettover =N200
billion. One would ordinarily expect a state gowarro speak
with reliable facts and figures in honour of thespgect of the
office he holds.

Even on the assassination threat, Kalu added apdtes to seek
the support of the Yoruba people by alleging thaewih said he
would deal with him, the way he dealt with the I&bief Bola

Ige. It does not stand to sense within a short chameeting to be
so frivolous and flippant like a chatter-box to ¢t loose. More
so, when the meeting was in the presence of otiaule.
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A simple dictum in law is that, he who asserts nprsive. The

onus of proof lies on Kalu. But it seems to us t@ahas not, and
cannot, discharge such a burden of proof. The prmbis

compounded by the juvenile reliance on his mothmeytine he

chooses to run into problems. When he engaged inraue

adversary relationship with President Obasanjo someeago, it

was his mother who was raising the olive branchpgace. In the
current one, the flag of surrender is being raisgdis mother.

Governor Kalu, as a public office holder, must dle to grow or

at worst, be made to grow. The image of a baby wéweses
problems outside and runs to mama at home is rigpudd this

stage of our political development.

The Hope believes that Governor Kalu's dangeroasndrcan
heat up the polity and even perhaps, dislocat€éhé PDP as a
political party should by now have an effective maery of

disciplining its members irrespective of how higlpliaced. The
PDP for now holds in its hands the destiny of tmantry and the
action or inaction of any of its members can traecthe

democratic experiment. This is why it must urgerdge Kalu

and polish him to measure up to the image of a redtgtate
governor.

Source: The Hope, March, 23-31, (2004).

Explanatory Editorials: These usually present a catalogue of issues
at the doorstep of readers for their judgemenpepraisal. Here, a writer
only opens-up thought-provoking issues for readeattention, by
identifying and explaining it and allowing the reado proffer solutions.
Here is a sample of an explanatory editorial.

Taylor and the Interpol

26

Since the United Nations-backed Special Court far trial of

those who bear the greatest responsibility forvilae crimes in
Sierra Leone indicted and issued a warrant of ewwesCharles
Taylor of Liberia, several curious twists have deggthe
development. The indictment and the warrant ofsamesre made
on Taylor in June, last year, while he was stifliting Liberian

president attending peace talks in Ghana on hisitogs civil

war. His status as a sitting president presentéidbenma for his
arrest, for it would contradict the law of natiotts arrest an
incumbent president. Of course, Nigeria, Ghana aiiger

African leaders in attendance at that meeting figjgtignored

the order and never arrested Taylor.
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o Subsequently, owing to the pressure for peacebaria, Nigeria,
reportedly backed by the United States' governmeffered
asylum to Taylor in order to remove him from thebédiian
political scene and create some prospects for péaceng his
tour of four African countries in July, last ye®resident George
W. Bush was reported to have said that Nigeriés of asylum
to Taylor was timely and the best solution to thiekian
conflict.

o In fact, the peace that is gradually returninghiat ttountry today
is partly a function of the removal of Taylor frdoberia via his
asylum in Nigeria. But the curious twist and iraoyit all is that
the same United States government implicitly flawleel asylum
by offering a $2 million ransom on Taylor. Althougfe ransom
on Taylor has been fruitlessly denied by the USegoment, the
International Police, Interpol, has followed the'UW&otsteps to
issue a warrant of arrest on Taylor. And since rjjaks own
warrant of arrest, a British firm has offered talrkp Taylor in
Nigeria.

o Without prejudice to the merit of the Special Csucase against
Taylor, what we caution here is against using itreample on
Nigeria's independence, sovereignty and territantdgrity. By
putting a ransom on Taylor, and by subsequent waoharrest
by the Interpol, an encouragement is being givemt&rnational
brigands to violate Nigeria's sovereignty by illégabducting
Taylor against the will of the Nigerian governmeAithough
Taylor has become a sufficient albatross to the ehdgm
government, great care should be taken to ensatehthis not
forcibly removed or abducted from Nigeria by anyngawhether
sponsored by a foreign government, organisation not.
Meanwhile, the Nigerian government should seriougbtare a
thought on how to dispose off the Taylor matteoider to bring
these undue wrangling and harassment of Nigera tend.

Source: Daily Sun Friday, December 19, (2003).

It is instructive to state that some communicagaperts consider types
of editorials from the perspective of the functiotiteey perform.
Uwakwe (2005: 111-112) captures the following typ&sditorial:

1. Persuasive Editorial: This type attempts to influence the reader
to a cause. It tries to convince. It is frequerfyund in the
dailies. To be able to present a good persuasivteriadl the
writer has to “play up” the two sides to the colis will show
that even though the writer has taken side, heois aut of
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prejudice because he has been deemed to havellganedighted
all the issues before taking a stand.

2. Praise Editorial: Editors cannot sometimes help but pay
compliments for achievements. Such achievementddcbe
individual or corporate.

3. Explanatory Editorial: This is also called the Expository
Editorial. The purpose is to provide answers tostjoas lurking
in the minds of readers. This, the editor can a&hithrough
furnishing the reader with adequate informationisTkind of
editorial thrives on some sorts of interpretation.

4. Attack Editorial: This type of editorial berates an individual,
public figure or corporate organisation for irrespible
behaviour. This kind of editorial protects the “aladog” role of
the press.

5. Crusading Editorial: Some events demand that a news organ
fight for a particular cause. This is especiallythie issue in
guestion has generated some controversies ancediapinions.

Editorials in support of such issues are knowndatusading in
nature.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Explain the major types of editorials you know.
4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, we have explained three basic typlesditorials. We also
considered other types of editorial based on thetfon they perform.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit featured types of editorial — interpretat controversial,
explanatory and other forms of editorials.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

List and explain the different types of editorialuyknow.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Editorial writing usually combines news and featurelements. Its
sources must be in accordance with such elements.

Editorial writing involves thorough research makingfforts must,
therefore, be made by a writer to gather infornmatio order to
accomplish such a meaningful task. An editorialtevrimust be social
and highly literate in order to establish meanihgfwrces for achieving
this task.

20 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o state the importance of research in editorial ngiti
o discuss the sources of editorial materials
o highlight the procedures for testing the materials.
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3.0

31

MAIN CONTENT
I mportance of Research in Editorial Writing

Research helps an editorial writer to gather tnfermation on
iIssues, before it can be written meaningfully amdhfully. This

Is important because no journalist can succeedowithesearch.
Mass communication as a discipline is research cheamed

oriented.

Research is also important because it helps imgi@nough
background information on topical issues in ancegit. Editorial
writers must have a deeper understanding of idsefese writing
an opinion piece. This is usually achieved by digginto the
background of an issue, through sound research.

Through the use of survey research, an editorisémecan gather
information on the target population, using questares, face-
to-face interviews, historical methods and otheriseagch
techniques. Such data could be used to profflrtisns to
identified problems on a phenomenon.

Again, field research, used in direct observation social
phenomena could be of assistance to the editonigmin the
course of gathering materials.

The descriptive research is also important in eiditavriting. It
helps in describing a given phenomenon, which tasigditorial
writer by understanding the present happenings ¢wing him
an idea about possible causes and effects of issues

Historically, research also offers editorial wrdgethe opportunity of
researching into the past, with a view to explanthe present, and
predicting the future of an issue. It is clear twenfrom the foregoing
that editorial writing is research-oriented andthout research, no
meaningful impact could be made in the task oftergfan editorial

piece.

3.2 Sourcingthe Editorial Materials

Editorial materials can be sourced primarily fraypital events that are
reported from the mass media. The reported evenst be captivating
and of public interest (Ate, 2006). Other souraesas follows:
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32

Internet: Editorial writers in a computer-minded society can
browse through the net and download relevant nas$eto write
or enrich an editorial.

Public and Printed Records. It is important to note that
catalogues of records exist, documenting societiggigs and
misdoings. The editorial or leader writer can reaci to such
records, e.g taxes, marriages, books, journals,ergovent
gazettes, biographies, Assembly proceedings Catistis, etc.
Little wonder, an anonymous reporter in Botch andill&t
(1978:78) justified the importance of printed retothus: Do
anything from records that you can, because thergc will
stand and they will be there when people run owau'.

Social Functions. A good editorial writer is not supposed to be a
social illiterate. He/she must be rich in humaratiehs and mix
freely with people of different classes in ordemtt insight into
the goings in the society. Attending parties, cosfiees,
seminars, etc. with the top shots in the societyld/delp the
editorial writer to understand their likes and itiss and that
would assist the editorialist in making profound alysis
concerning the people in question.

Law Enforcement Officers. An editorial writer can get
additional information on his subject matter froretlaw
enforcement officers like policemen, state secusgyice men,
etc. if the issue under probe demands their attenti

Experts. Professional and highly technical issues would meim
the editorial writer to contact the appropriate enxp. For
instance, it will be necessary for an editorial terito clear a
controversial legal issue from a lawyer before wgt That
would prevent the editorial writer from committing costly
mistake. Medical doctors, engineers, educatiorsalest. can also
be contacted for scoops in their own disciplinesthsy editorial
writer.

Files. Here, you have things like press clips which asaally

classified according to subject matter for biblegfnical

exactitude. The editorial writer can also keepsfitg important
events and related materials carefully dated arahged for easy
referencing.

Libraries: Books of all kind, thesauruses, dictionaries,
encyclopedias, almanacs, maps and charts, etcbeabtained
from the library for use in the course of writing editorial.

Specialised Sources. E.g. Embassies, Nigerian Office of
Statistics, INEC, Population Bureau, etc.
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3.3 Testingthe Materials

A good editorial writer usually examines the matksriobtained for
writing an editorial piece. According to Duyile, 0@5:66), the
procedures for testing good quality materials fditagial purpose are as
follows:

Give your materials a stiff test by reading themrttughly again
and slowly and comprehend the aspect to be used.

Write down, first, your main points, the facts béttopic, before
considering what comment to add.

Now, begin to form an opinion using the contribugoof your
colleagues who have either participated in a gredgorial
discussion of the topic, or who share another voevithe matter.
You have to rely on your paper’s editorial policgr fproper
guidance.

Check your points, facts and opinions again fopssin logic.
Now write the editorial.

Always be on the side of professional ethics armhstyourself
to ethical consideration in your editorial judgnerdrescriptions,
suggestions and remedies.

While writing your comment, be brief in your backgnd
information which must precede the body of the@dit. Treat
all references in brief. Avoid repeating yours&io straight to
the issue at hand. Do not be too verbose. Say ydatvant to
say intelligently and withdraw. Be polite in youraice of words:
be positive in your application of words; be fordednd make
valid statements. Do not leave your readers in tadiere your
newspaper stands on the issue. Be categorical.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the importance of research in editawating.

As an editorial writer, list the sources youncase in obtaining
your data.

Outline the stages or procedures in testirgeditorial materials.
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40 CONCLUSION
This unit discussed sources of editorials thatlmamxplored by writers

through research. It also examined the procedurstages in testing the
editorial materials.

5.0 SUMMARY
The importance of research in editorial writinguises of editorials and

procedures for testing the editorial materials hé&esn extensively
treated in this unit.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Research is important in editorial writing. Justifys assertion taking
into cognisance some research problems in mass waroation in
Nigeria.

7.0 REFERENCESFURTHER READING
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Okoro, N & Agbo, B (2003)Writing For the Media SocietyNsukka:
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York: Hastings House Pub.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Editorials are usually written out of probing issuef public interest.
They are also targeted at an audience. In this foaitis shall be on how
to write a sound and audience-focused editorials.sShall discuss in a
special way, the editorial audience, and the maatuire in this unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

° write editorials
determine editorial audience.

3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 HowtoWriteEditorials

Editorial writing is a task that requires diligenaad creativity by a
writer. It is not enough for one to source for miatls and arrive at a
good editorial. A writer must be sound and logitalpresenting the
data. The editorial topic should be current, megfnihand in-depth in
all ramifications. The editorial should reflect tls®cio-political and
economic values of the society. There is a greed fier the writer to be
disciplined in selection of words. Such a writeosld never loose focus
of the ideas he/she is putting across in an editofhe language of the
editorial should be simple but mature in style idey to show
seriousness.
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Every writer of editorial must/should endeavour recognise the
philosophy and editorial policy of his newspapeuss while taking a
position on an issue of public interest.

Ossai (2002) cited by Aneato and Onabajo (2007 ®4identifies six
stages in writing an editorial.

3.2

The first stage is conducting research or the fiading stage.
An editorial written in a hurry without proper reseh could be
shallow and woolly.

The brainstorming exercise of an editorial confeeers another
stage.

This is followed by outlining of points to be usadhe writing.
The next stage is forming opinion on the issue.

Give another check on your materials to ensureracgu

Finally, give a brief background, which should bencise and
then say what you want to accomplish intelligesaihgl withdraw.

Editorial Audience

All forms of writing generally have audiences. 8ds with editorials.
There are three categories of editorial audiendees& are, the very
skeptical audience, the very selective audience, #we obscure or
obstinate audience. A good knowledge of editonali@nce is important
because it enables a writer to package his megssathe right readers
with excellent impact.

Ate (2007:41-42) examines these audiences in detail

36

The Very Skeptical Audiencee  These are sophisticated
audiences with high aura of excellence. They goesfacts,
figures, grammar, tone, style and content of ewslyorial until
they are satisfied. They are the learned and csirimings who
are conscious of their fundamental human rightgyTitelieve in
the power of public opinion.

The editorial writer should therefore recognises tigiroup of
audiences and tailor his/her message to meet standard and
idiosyncrasies.

The Very Selective Audience: These are specialised audiences
who care only about what goes on in their choseldgi They are
addicted to the knowledge in their fields or didogs and are
glued to same without bothering about things oetsiteir areas
of interest or professional attachment.
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For an editorial writer to meet the yearnings asgirations of
this group of people, he/she has to segment hikghéeditorial)

in tandem with the selectivity of this audience.

Experts argue that an editorial can hardly be f@rygbody at the
same time. The editorial writer must mentally defins audience
before writing his piece.

o The Obscure or Obstinate Audience: These groups of people
are blind critics. Anything that is said outsidesithframe of
reference by someone else is wrong. Their worldviewery
limited and does not go beyond their local assessblihere they
often feed on rumour mongering and worthlabsacadabrasof
the day. These groups of people are more of icteidd lumpen
and they believe that holding an opinion is a tgagssion against
public order. They are mere chatter-boxes who eshitbrials not
to learn anything but to attack the writers withindl and
worthless criticisms.

According to lyorkyaa (1996:15), this group “doest melong to
power. It does belong to the group shaping BeetobarPolicy
(BPP).”

That means that this group of people is irrespdasiand
uncoordinated members of Homo sapiens who are dbashalyzing
public policies from the shallow and at time tipsy.

In writing an editorial, the writer should out rigj jettison this
group of people. This is because, obstinate audiane no audience
and cannot appreciate the robust illumination dfligupolicies and
case making stuff which editorials often deal with.

Having a mental picture of your audience as amoadltwriter is a

right step in a right direction. Any editorialisthe writes for “no
audience” may end up embarking on a wasted jostiakxercise.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

I Outline the stages in writing a good editorial?
. Discuss all you know about editorial audience.

40 CONCLUSION
In this unit, we have discussed how editorials loarwritten in order to

have an impact on readership. A high premium wasaqu on editorial
audience, consumers of editorial diet.
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5.0 SUMMARY

This unit captured the guidelines on effective @il writing. It also
examined the concept of editorial audience.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Discuss major audience of editorials.
7.0 REFERENCESFURTHER READING
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Writing an editorial is usually a challenging taskich involves team

work. It is a collective efforts made by editoribbard members.
Editorials are assumed to be the back-bone of senunded newspaper
houses. Editorial writers are expected to acquedam skills and

gualities for effective discharge of their respbiigies. Being a

corporate voice of newspapers, an editorial shdogd written by

experienced and tested professionals and not justbady. This unit

examines the ingredients of a good editorial writer

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

) demonstrate knowledge about editorial writers
o highlight the qualities of a good editorial writer.

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 Definition of Editorial Writers

An editorial writer is a professional journalist evivrites a journalistic
essay or opinion, expressing the corporate positfoa newspaper or
media establishment on a topical issue in the gocie

Editorial writers are usually brought together irc@ammon forum of
editorial board members. These people are usuatBilectual giants
who are brought from different professional fiellsd are appointed to
the board by media organisations due to their psveéranalysis on
complex and topical issues.
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The editorial board is usually headed by a chairnvho presides over
meetings. He is also responsible for assigning ctopio other
editorialists. The chairman also edits write-up$®msiited to him by
other editorial writers, and as well guides thedguwsing his wealth of
experience in choosing topics that would not betheeyphilosophy and
policy of the newspapers involved.

Editorial board members could be made up of inlesn@&xternal ones,
depending on the financial strength of the newspapese. Capturing
the concept of the editorial board, Folarin (1993:8mplifies the above
position:

o These days, most Nigerian publications have edittoards, so
that the writing of the editorial as well as theoide of topic is
not the work of a single person. In most cases, tto® editorial
board contains not only top staff of the media leobsit also
external people who are usually chosen for theimkmexpertise,
experience and/or facility with the language of Imation.
However, the Editor-in-Chief or Managing Editor lIsthas
substantial control over what gets written upong &me angle
from which it is written, even though he may notthe Chairman
of the board. This is understandable, since theoeal (that
appears on the editorial page) represents theypstand of the
paper on the pertinent issue.

3.2 Qualities of Good Editorial Writer

Never, can editorial writing be looked upon as mpe form of
journalistic writing, that can be carried out byybady. Professionally,
it is tasking and demands good skills and qualligsvhosoever aspires
to be a writer. In order to live above water levate (2007:8-10)
identifies certain qualities that a good editonaiter should possess.

These are:

a) Intellectual curiosity: This refers to ability to probe issues from
academic and critical point of view.

b) An analytical mind: The editorial writer must be able to look
deep at the pros and cons of an issue and harmboibethe
opposing and supportive variables in an editougkesstructure.

C) Mastery of language: An editorialist must have a good

command of the language in which the editoriabidé written.
For an English-speaking audience, for instancegca gommand
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d)

f)

9)

h)

of English language is a non-negotiating factors]tindeed, a
child of necessity.

Care for details. In editorial writing, issues are supposed to be
logically and meticulously thrashed. It is only pewho care
for details that can unveil tiny but significant lecules
underlying any conceptual phenomenon under probe.

Good knowledge and professional skills of writing for the
mass media: The fact that somebody is a professor or doatorat
degree holder in an area does not automaticallyenmak/her a
good editorial writer.

In fact, there are some academics that can makeraumental
mockery of editorial writing if they are not drilein the art of
writing for the mass media. An editorial writer dse to
understand the workings of mass media outfits olioly the
house style of the establishment he/she is writiag The
knowledge of writing for the mass media is veryctalifor any
editorial writer.

Rational Reasoning: Editorial Writing is a serious-minded
business for serious-minded people. It is a hohat dannot be
built on bricks of emotionalism which cannot steeréct in the
sea of reasoning. Strong and profound editoriatsacdy be built
on rational and logical raw materials mixed witimcrete facts.

Knack for research: Editorial writing is research-oriented and
therefore an editorial writer must love the art assuence of
research. He/she must be a curious and searchimg Wwe&h good
leg work.

Nose for news. Since most editorials emerged from the
controversies surrounding some news stories, éixgedient for
an editorial writer to have nose for news. The usi@dading of
what constitute “good” news by an editorial writgould in no
small measure add a cubit in the analysis andprettion of
news in form of an editorial.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the basic functions of editorial boareimers.
John Kuhe is an aspiring editorial writer. Edtee him on the
gualities of a good editorial writer.
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40 CONCLUSION

This unit established the fact that, editorial imgtis a challenging task.
It demands certain qualities from a writer for hmperform effectively.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit comprehensively tackles the meaning afoed! writing and
highlights the qualities of good editorial writers.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Explain the term Editorial and discuss the fundiari good editorial
writers.

7.0 REFERENCESFURTHER READING
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42



MAC 322 MODULE 2

UNIT 4 EDITORIALSBOARD
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Key Concepts in Editorial Writing
3.2  Editorials Board

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Editorial writing is a complex and cumbersome jthbis a task that is
carried out by a team and not a single individd&le team (editorial
board members) must understand some concepts guiden general
operations of editorial writing for them to commeiaie effectively. This
unit takes a look at some key concepts in editosiating. The unit
prominently features the editorial board, the thiakk behind editorial
writing.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

) outline editorial concepts
o discuss editorial board.

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 Key Conceptsin Editorial Writing

There are some many things that are usually takEnaccount while
writing an editorial. In this unit, we shall takel@k at some of the
concepts that directly or remotely influence origefthe posture of an
editorial. These include:

Editorial Policies & Orientations
Editorial Credibility

Editorial Appeal

News Peg

Editorial Contact

Editorial Integrity

Editorial Calendar

NoohkhwNpE
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1 Editorial Policies and Orientations: An editorial policy can be
referred to the beliefs of a media organisationciwhi would like
to manifest in its news coverage (Ate 2006). A@ols a definite
course of action selected from among alternativeguide and
shape present and future actions. Okoro & Agbo 32@zfine
editorial policy as “the overall attitude, positionoutlook, which
governs a publication. It is a path a newspapeaiteke follow as
it answers two basic questions:

e What shall we publish?
e How shall we publish it?”

Orientation concerns itself with the aims, objeesivor interests of a
particular activity or organisation or establishinen

Newspaper policies and orientations in the view#&&f (2006) can be
influenced by the following factors:

o Readers’ interest

o Personal interest and preference of the publishemmer of the
newspaper

o The socio-political and economic environment in ebhithe
media establishment is operating

o The degree and dimension of competition in the strgu

How can an editorial policy be determined? OkoroAgbo (2003)
provide the answer. Determinants of editorial pglaccording to them,
include the followings:

o News stories the paper carries

o The paper’'s slogan (motto) which is often carriadthe name
plate or below the masthead.

o Explanatory editorials usually written as occasaemands to
restate its editorial policy.

o Platform code in which the paper enumerates thebeunof

projects or principles for which it stands.

Editorial policies can be expressed through divevags. Some of the
ways are:

o First editorial or leading article, news story psbéd by a
newspaper.
° Editorial cartoon. These are caricatures that reveal the editorial

dimension or direction of a newspaper. AccordingUkonu
(2005), cartoons may argue, criticize or explainissue or a
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phenomenon. Cartoons are important for entertaibmiaey
extend readership to illiterates and can appealbdth the
sophisticated and mundane audience.

o Platforms. Platforms are usually published at the beginnihg o
the editorial page often under the “flag” or “médmdad.” They
usually enumerate a number of projects or prinsifte which
the newspaper stands. Okoro & Agbo (2003).

o Slogan. A slogan is a profound and remarkable statement of
policy with public significance which usually apps@n editorial
pages expressing the newspaper motto.

2. Editorial Credibility: Editorial credibility refers to the
newspaper’'s ability to truthfully disseminate inf@tion to its
readers. Editorial credibility has to do with howlibvable the
readers, viewers or listeners are to the contenteditorial
message exposed to them.

A trust-worthy reporter and editor would enhance #ditorial
credibility of their newspapers. Editorial credityilguarantees a
continued trust and patronage of a particular nradi(Ate
2007:55).

3. Editorial Appeal: This has to do with how catchy and arresting
an editorial piece is to the readers. The degremuwhich an
editorial wins the affection of its audience

According to Ate (2007:55), editorial appeal is Stuation
whereby the newspaper message elegantly penetthies
emotions and feelings of the reader thus havinta@epn his/her
heart.” He argues that editorial appeal is possiuleere the
reporter employs persuasive techniques in puttiogpss his
message.

4, News Peg: This is part of the story that contains the main
ingredients or major gist of the news which jussfihe editorial.

5. Editorial Contact: This has to do with discussing with an editor
or writer for the story initiatives or editorialrdction.

6. Editorial Integrity: Editorial integrity is the desire of the editor
to maintain honesty and impartiality in the course news
gathering, processing and dissemination. This eaadhieved in
a publication if the editor has freedom to disclearbis
fundamental responsibility to his audience.

7. Editorial Calendar: The listing of specific times a publication
will focus on special sections or special news repg
(Hoffman, 2007).
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3.2 Editorial Board

In every serious-minded newspaper, a group of kedgéable writers
known as editorial board members are saddled Wweahrésponsibility of
writing editorials.

Editorial board members usually meet, select asdudis some topical
editorial issues. After a thorough and rigorouslysig and criticisms of
the issues, a member of the board is assignedite the editorial. If,
for instance, one of the editorial board membera iawyer and the
issue to be discussed has legal implications, he lmaassigned by the
board to write the editorial. Depending on the winstances, whoever
can authoritatively handle the topic would be assijby the board to
do justice to it.

Ideal editorial board members are great thinkeheyTare people who
are intellectually driven and professionally soufithey must have a
deeper understanding of the media environmentf@gé¢neral network
of social interaction in their society. Editoriabdrd members must be
versatile, proactive and rational in thoughts.

Capturing the characteristics of editorial board mbers, Duyile,
(2005:63) observes:

“...the editorial board of any newspaper must congonen and
women of intelligence, of sound educational backgd of rich
interactional ability who possess, in additiongraonversational
ability, and who possess quizzical and logical mjrahd above
all who are ready to use research methods to veuifsent issues
and who are prepared to write simply and concisilgir
thoughts ... to suit the newspaper’s editorial poficy

The editorial board is usually presided over byhaitnan who assigns
topics to other members to write. The board joirggtects the most
topical issue(s) of the day and assigns them tleeisp members to
write on. Members then meet to appraise what has beitten, and
approve or reject for publication. The respondipilor checking factual
and language errors is that of the Editor-in-CliefManaging Editor
(Folarin, 1998:35).

All the editorials written must be vetted by thatedal board chairman
who is usually an experienced and hardworking ¥elldopics are
chosen and written within the context of the plojasy and policy of
the newspaper. The paper’'s house style and cogaantity are also
taken into cognisance by editorial writers in toerse of writing.
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Most editorial board members, especially externaksp are paid
honoraria by the newspapers they serve. Such alloegare usually
sitting allowances. A sound editorial team coulduguntee the editorial
integrity of a newspaper establishment.

In Nigeria, most especially in government newspgspesome editorial
members are appointed not based on merit but onticpbl
considerations. This abysmal trend is having soemgative effects on
the editorial contents of their publications.

On a general note, editorial board members in Magerprivate
newspapers lik&he Punch, The Guardian, The Nigerian Tribune, THIS
Day, etc. are doing a good job.

Taking a look at the functions of editorial board a campus
publication, Aneato & Onabajo (2007:18-19) identifg following:

1. Screening all news assignments and deciding whngs @re to
be covered. The board helps to provide backgroofamation
on assignments to be covered and areas they shont#ntrate
on. This is done through exhaustive deliberationgsomembers.

2. The board meets every day to assess performartbe editorial
and reportorial staff on assignments and agreegtsrit praises
performance and sanctions non-performance.

3. It helps suggest topics for discussion and diseusstor such
topics in current affairs programming.

4. Also, it suggests names of personalities that shobe
interviewed and helps draw questions or areas aisdor such

interviews.

5. It has substantial inputs into news magazines auwlirdentary
productions.

6. It is solely in charge of news analyses and assares of its

members to anchor any analysis after input from bem
Sometimes, experts are contracted to anchor spadareas that
are outside the competence of the board. Such semiynust be
approved by the board before they are transmitted.

7. It identifies commercial news and fixes appropriateverage
charges for such news items.
8. It helps in deploying staff from one news unit tmther.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

I List and briefly explain some key concepts int@tal writing.
. Highlight the major features of editorial boarembers.
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40 CONCLUSION
We have explained some key concepts that guidereditvriting. We
also discussed the editorial board and establishedfact that every

editorial board member must understand the key eqscthat are
crucial in the art and science of editorial writing

50 SUMMARY
We have outlined some key concepts in editorialimgiin this unit. The

unit specifically beamed a major searchlight ondH#orial board from
a holistic perspective.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Discuss the features and functions of editoriarthaaembers.
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UNIT 5 TECHNIQUESIN EDITORIAL WRITING
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Most editorials are aimed at winning the affectafrihe readers. For an
editorial writer to convince his readers to acdeigtpoint of view, the
editorial piece must contain reasonable molecufepeosuasion. This
unit is tailored towards appraising the concegtaxsuasion in respect to
editorial writing. We shall also examine propaganéahniques in
editorial writing in this unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

define persuasion

identify some laws of persuasion

discuss some persuasive techniques in editoriéihgri
discuss some propaganda techniques in editoriahgur

3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 Déefinition of Persuasion
Persuasion according to Weaver and Hybels (2008 jgocess that

occurs when the communicator (sender) influencesvtdues, beliefs
and attitudes or behaviours of another personifrege
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Persuasion is a planned and deliberate effort &ctmmunicator to get
his point of view patronised or accepted by higearaudience. It is a
soul-searching exercise that tends to get otheplpetm accept one’s
position on an issue or subject matter.

For an editorial to convert or convince the read@koro & Agbo
(2003:139) argued that such an editorial “must patoss a well-
reasoned argument and/or provide incontrovertibta.d

3.2 Lawsof Persuasion

Persuasion rules the world. Because of this reas@ry good editorial
writer must understand the psychology of persuasibie must
understand the laws governing the concept of psisnaKelvin Hogan,
an expert in psychology of persuasion at the Usitqeiof St. Thomas
Management Center in Minneapolis (1996:62), idesgiinine laws of
persuasion which can be useful to anybody invoivethe persuasive
enterprise. The mastery of these laws will shatpenskills of editorial
writer. These laws are:

1. Law of Reciprocity — When someone gives you something of
perceived value, you immediately respond with tesir@ to give
something back.

2. Law of Contrast — When two items are relatively different from
each other, we will see them as more differentlaiced close
together in time or space.

3. Law of Friends — When someone asks you to do something and
you perceive that person to have your best intergstmind,
and/or you would like him to have your best intéses mind,
you are strongly motivated to fulfill the request.

4, Law of Expectancy — When someone whom you believe in or
respect expects you to perform a task or produoertain result,
you will tend to fulfill his expectation whether gitve or
negative.

5. Law of Association — We tend to like products, services, or ideas
that are endorsed by other people we like or réspec

6. Law of Consistency — When an individual announces in writing
or verbally that he is taking a position on anyues®r point of
view, he will strongly tend to defend that beliehardless of its
accuracy even in the face of overwhelming evidetwethe
contrary.
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7. Law of Scarcity — When a person perceives that something he
might want is limited in quantity, he believes thihé value of
what he might want is greater than if it were afalg in
abundance.

8. Law of Conformity — Most people tend to agree to proposals,
products, or services that will be perceived aspiable by the
majority of other people or a majority of an indival's peer

group.

0. Law of Power — People have power over other people to the
degree that they are perceived as having greatdvoray,
strength, or expertise.

The laws of persuasion, according Hogan (op. ca, be used for good
or bad. According to him, “an individual ethics aralue will determine
how likely he will be to seek WIN/WIN results.”

3.3 Persuasive Techniquesin Editorial Writing

For editorials to be arresting and catchy, cetigenary techniques must
be employed in their introduction, comment and dagion. Some of
these techniques which Ate (2007) tagged “edit@sslential balms” are
as follows:

1 Keep the Writing Simple but Mature and Corporate: Don'’t
write to intimidate the reader with bombastic graanmrite to
communicate. An editorial should be simple and cachgor
easy understanding of the audience.

2. Mind Your Language: Language is the pillar of
communication. Even though the editorial audiermes mostly
sophisticated in terms of education, the editowaker has to
mind his/her language in order not to censor thelpditerate
out of communication. The language must be unanabigu
punchy, concise and meaningful.

3. Create a Remarkable First Impression: The introduction or
opening paragraph of an editorial must not be duBhould not
be sleepy or lifeless. That would put the readdéfsThe first,
second and third paragraphs of an editorial must\igng so as
to “transport” the audience to the body and conclusf the
opinion piece.

4, Sustain the First Impression: Having created a remarkable first
impression in the opening paragraph of an editotia writer

51



MAC 322 EDITORIAL WRITING

3.3

must sustain the piece with solid and concretesfdcawn from
credible sources and authentic documents. An edliterould
potently sustain the interest of the reader ifsitrooted with
uncontestable facts. The first impression therefoen be
sustained with undiluted facts; the use of panaheland proper
enumerations.

Say Exactly What You Mean: Don’t beat about the bush or
meander into the forests of ideas or semanticsrbafelivering
your message.

Make Use of Repetition: Salient points in the editorial must be
re-echoed again and again to ensure that the remddgrhome
with the message. Caution: This persuasive teckenignot well
employed can be abused by inexperienced editdgaliShe
technique must therefore be used tactically aralligently.

Usealot of Literary Devices. Literary devices polish the tone,
style and approach of the editorial. Devices liketaphors;
similes to mention only a few should be used jualisly in an
editorial to achieve desired effects. The essericesmg these
devices, according to a mass communication schigianrkyaa, is
to: “create a permanent mark on the mind of theleeaor the
audience so that they will have one thing to remamyou for. If
they fail to remember you for the worth of factsr fthe
parallelism, for enumeration, they should at leashember you
for the congruent style for which you have usetherapproach.”

A Strong Closing Appeal: For the average editorial reader to be
persuaded, the piece has to charge him/her upcdhstruction

of strong, memorable appealing words towards theg @nan
editorial is a needed persuasive dose to call ymgience into
action. You must leave them with something to ggabout. It
must be extremely arresting and highly captivating.

Relevance of Propaganda to Editorial Writing

Some people who consider propaganda as outrightoliea diabolical
communication strategy will find it difficult to age that propaganda
could be used in responsible and serious mindexhgdigtic write-up
like editorial.

However, Ukonu (2005) who sees propaganda as #ter{al) use of
argument as well as (sound) emotional appealsfloeimce behaviour
either for good or bad believes that propagandddcbe useful in
editorial writing if the writer may apply its tecigues in persuasions.
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But in making use of propaganda ingredients inisgicip an editorial
menu, Ukonu (op. cit) warns that the writer shohtl careful not to
portray bias and empty argument by blindly misrepnting issues.
According to him, “when propaganda is obvious, tb&der notices and
starts either conscientious or unwitting self deteh

You should understand that white, positive, or leuptopaganda could
be rewarding in editorial writing - provided theopaganda techniques
are intelligently and tactically handled.

3.5 Propaganda Techniquesin Editorial Writing

There is no gainsaying the fact that propagandantquaes are useful
raw materials in editorial writing.

Okoro & Agbo (2003) agree that effective editonmliting require a
thorough knowledge and mastery of the techniqueprfgpaganda.

The propaganda techniques, according to them wauddble the
editorial writer to “gain superior edge over conipath and win support
in the process of crusading (sic) a cause or exgcatcampaign.”

Let us take a look at some propaganda techniques@sred by Ate
(2007:34-37):

o Glittering Generalities: This propaganda technique is usually
used to make a broad report about an entire group.

o Name Calling: Name calling technique could be used either
negatively or positively. According to Okoro & Agl{a003), “a
bad name is given to whatever the propagandistsathet public
to reject or condemn without examining the evidenEer
example, the opponents may be labeled detraceivsut union
executives as destabilizers.” In a positive andesqgierspective,
names like honey, sweetie, darling, my dear to menbnly a
few carry strong torrents of love from the addreske the
addressee.

o Card Stacking: This device or technique is the act of presenting
one side of the coin. The propagandist advertiseBighlights
some aspects in an issue he or she wants the poakktimow and
covers up or down plays those he or she doesn't thanpublic
to know. Here, strong and concrete facts, vividsiltation and
profound statements are used in achieving the devic
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Band wagon: This technique is anchored on the beliefs that if
you can’t beat them, join them. It is the act ohjog the Joneses,
following the crowd, the reigning idea or thing.

Testimonial: Having a celebrity or well-known person in society
to endorse a product, idea or an issue. This isagmeal to
authority of the personality involved in an isskelitorial writers
can make use of quotations from powerful and calebr
personalities at the national and internationaélevo put across
their message with high fidelity and credibility.

Transfer Device: Certain symbols communicate the prestige and
authority of some things. The propagandist shodkhiify and
interpret those symbols. The propagandist herdcharansfer the
prestige in the symbol and bring it to bear ondniber message.

Plain Folk: This strategy entails coming down the level of the
people you want to win their affection and presantyourself as
one of them. You identify their aspirations and rhygags, weep
and laugh with them where necessary.

Appeal to Popularity: This entails judging a person, an idea or
an issue based on successful past experience. ddedbne it
before; therefore, he will do it again. Let's fellchim.” Appeal

to popularity can trigger the fire of a bandwagdiea as people
are likely to join the winning man, party, idea;.et

Appeal to Sympathy: The use of words like marginalisation,
minorities, discrimination, etc. is a deliberateastgy of invoking
sympathy. A politician who makes a pledge beforevamen
gathering to dismantle male chauvinism if voted iwoffice is
likely to win the sympathy of the women folks. Thkditorial
writer can use this technique to launch his mesg#gethe heart
of readers.

Appeal to Special Interest: This is a kind of an appeal which
goes to a special group of people who have a commntenest
which the editorial writer is trying to defend aopect.

Appeal to Change: This works on the assumption that the
present socio-political and economic order is tims and
retrogressive. A change or outright re-engineerafigthe old
order is therefore inevitable and must be preachéd will
vehemence.
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o Appeal to Status Quo: This is the opposite of appeal to change.
Here the editorial writer is satisfied with the segolitical and
economic order in motion and votes for its contiywult is an
appeal to religiously keep and preserve the olérord

o Appeal to Bread and Butter: This has to do with addressing
some basic economic problems like provision of jalksguction
of prices of commodities like fuel, garri, etc. Aggh to bread and
butter may also include provision of free healthrvees,
education and so on. When an editorial writer takgsosition
that is a line with the above, he or she is makisg of bread and
butter appeal.

o The Attack Strategy: This is predicated on the notion that attack
is the best form of defense. Here, the propagarmaidteditorial
writer attacks views or ideas that are not in coasae with his.

o Appeal to Truth: There are certain things, individuals and
beliefs that the society holds as sacred. The papdist and
editorial writer should always uphold the sacredthrin the
course of their dissemination of message as amy @frviolation
of the truth will offend the feelings sensibilities members of
the public.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

I Define persuasion

. List and briefly explain the nine Laws of Peasion.
iii.  Persuasion is crucial in editorial writing. $aiuss.

Iv.  Justify the relevance of propaganda in editomating.
V. List 15 propaganda techniques you know.

40 CONCLUSION

Every editorial that is worth its salt must be gpiaup with persuasive
elements if it must win the affection of the audienlt is therefore
expedient for every editorial writer to understaiie nitty-gritty of
persuasion and exploit same for effective case mgakihe knowledge
of propaganda techniques is also important to esditprial writer.

50 SUMMARY
This unit dealt with the meaning and laws of pessua It also x-rayed

some persuasive and propaganda techniques thasef@ in editorial
writing.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Persuasion and propaganda techniques are impdrigredients in
editorial writing. Discuss.

7.0 REFERENCESFURTHER READING

Ate, A.A. (2007). Editorial Writing: An Academic and Professional
Approach.Akure: Pamma Press. P16

Daramola, I. (2003) . Introduction to Mass Communicatio.agos:
Rothan Press Ltd.

Hogan, K. (1996).The Psychology of Persuasion: How to Persuade
Others to Your Way of ThinkingBenin City: Joint Heirs
Publication.

Okoro, N. & Agbo, B. (2003)Writing for the Media Societ\Nsukka:
Prize Publishers.

Ukonu, M. (2005).Fundamentals of Editorial WritingNsukka: Multi
Educational & Services Trust.

Weaver, R. and Hybel, S. (20000ommunicating Effectivel(6th ed.)
New York: McGraw Hill Coy Inc.

The Hope(2004). “Kalu’'s Comedy of Errors.” Editorial, Mar 23-31,
2004.

Daily Sun(2003). “Taylor and the Interpol.” Editorial, Denber 19,
2003.

56



MAC 322 MODULE 3

MODULE 3

Unit 1 Determinants of Editorial Subjects
Unit 2 Classification of Editorials

Unit 3 The Structure of An Editorial

Unit 4 Pitfalls in Editorial Writing

Unit 5 Ethics of Editorial Writing

UNIT 1 DETERMINANTS OF EDITORIAL SUBJECTS
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

It is quite known that editorial writing is a resea oriented

phenomenon. It is written about topical issueadociety. A writer is
therefore required to choose what to write abobis Talls for choosing
or determining a subject for an editorial, since eegery issue can be

written about. This unit addresses the factors dmatconsidered worthy
as editorial topics or subjects.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o discuss the major guides for good editorial writing
o outline the factors for choosing editorial subjects

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Guides for Good Editorial Writing

Editorial writing is tasking and needs proactivarpling and creativity
to accomplish its mission. The major ingredients fetermining
editorial subjects are the policy and philosophy tbé newspaper
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organisation. Duyile (2005:64) however providestaier guides for
good editorial writing. These are:

e Get all your facts at your finger tips before makesm outline of the
editorial.

e Be exhaustive in your fact finding for purpose®bjectivity.

e Let there be consistency in your paper’s editaphions.

e Be upright in your views and aggressive in yourregpion to drive
your point home.

e A good and respectable newspaper is not obscerts-inse of
language in its editorials..Dignity in editorial is an indispensable
factor in this respect. The more dignified the e, the more
respect a newspaper receives from the society.

In what he considered as tips on editorial writiRglarin (1998:36) x-
rayed the following:

o Select a current topic and stick to it, albeit lmgkat it from all
relevant angles.

o Find a sound premise for your position and let ymasoning
based on that premise be equally sound.

° Make the editorial short and crisp. A long editbria an

aberration and must have a strong justificationechsas a special
occasion (a military coup, an independence anrwgrs signing
of a bilateral treaty, etc.).

o The language of editorials, more than that of ahgioitem in the
paper, is expected to be flawless, since the edlitos the
“intellectual powerhouse of the newspaper.”

3.2 Determinants of Editorial Subjects

Many factors may be considered in determining gestilfor editorials.
However, some major ones as considered by Ate (2860) are as
follows:

1. Ensure that the topic is relevant and timely

2. The topic chosen might be local but the treatnséould not be
parochial

3. Editorial topic should be drawn from socio-podl and
economic issues

4. Topics could be borne out of the desire to ansazmuse.

o Ensure that the Topic is Relevant and Timely In order to

achieve this, the editorialist must factor into sidleration the
way and manner people converse with one anotheevary
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society, people converse basically in three waga)-people talk
about people (b) people talk about things/eventgpéople talk
ideas.

Editorials that focus on people discussing peopteligely going to be
pedestrian in approach and may invoke the temptatfausing foul or
abusive language. Such editorials are hardly prafoas they provide
avenues for character assassination rather thaortopgies for robust
societal thinking.

Editorials that deal with people discussing thinggvents are a little bit
advanced and more acceptable than the first — peigtking about
people. However, these editorials cannot stand @rdébe market place
of ideas because they lack the fundamental oxyganhdhapes public
opinion or enliven public discourse.

The best kinds of editorial are those whose plaifoiare erected on
ideas. ldeas are vehicles that drive or move theeso forward.
Therefore, ideas oriented or anointed editoriaés tae most profound
and celebrated ones.

o Topic Might be Local but the Treatment should not le
Parochial: In writing an editorial master piece, a local,
conservative and unusual topic could be raisedtbuteatment
should be sound and logical. The writer should lble & bring
out issues from the local event that are of nationanternational
significance.

For instance, in 2005, there was an editoriallie Guardianabout the
extinction of wild animals from the University obddan (U.l.) zoo.
Naturally, the topic was local but its treatmenswgaperb.

The piece traced the history of the U.l. zoo asamibe first generation
zoos in the country and remembered with pains Hmvzioo used to
attract local and international tourists duringgted days.

The editorial blamed the ugly development on theon& leadership
and society and wondered how a society that islartabmeet people’s
yearnings could be friendly to animals.

The editorial called for urgent steps from stakdbod to redress the
injustice against the animal kingdom and warnedt thature and
posterity would judge our generation for its hastiegainst wild and
special species of animals.
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o Editorial Topics should be Drawn from Socio-Politi@l and
Economic Issues The above would enable the editorialist to
juxtapose thorough background of the event witharcle
illumination of the day’s intelligence for the ectiment of public
opinion, forecast the probable outcome of someessund pass a
moral judgment on same.

o Topics Could be Borne out of the Desire to Amaze dkmuse
There is no gainsaying the fact editorial writirgy a serious-
minded affair. However, it is not all the times tththe writer
would feed the audience with serious-minded stiiffere are
some situations where an editorial topic could beery light
treatment to entertain the audience while feedingmt with
concrete facts. This is done to ease their tenamh dilute the
stress that usually goes with analysis of burngsges.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

I State the guides to good editorial writing.
. Enumerate factors for determining editorial gaits.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Good editorial subjects have certain charactesstids also mandatory
for a good editorial writer to have them at hisher finger tips, so as to
guide him or her in the course of editorial writing

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit identifies guides for good editorial wmg and discusses
factors for determining editorial subjects.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

With detailed explanation, discuss factors thaeeine good editorial
subjects.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Classification is a process of putting something ithe group or class,
to which it belongs. Editorials, an advanced aspégburnalistic write-
ups, also need to be classified. This unit is desigto address this
concern.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

) give reasons for classification of editorials
o explain proper classification of editorials.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Reasons for Classification

Classification of editorials is strictly based oertain reasons. Ate
(2007:43) lists these reasons:

) It assists journalist and students of communicatoappreciate
and differentiate various forms and types of jolistia write-ups
from editorials.

o It also equips journalism practitioners to showleac difference
and similarity between opinion writing and factuakews
reporting.

o It empowers communicators to locate the exact doni
editorial writing and establish its relationshipghwother write-
ups.

o Classification of editorials could open a new door

communication research by researchers.
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3.2 Classification of Editorials
Editorials are classified into three major waysm@mf which are:
Parts, Purpose and Types

Ate (2007:46-48) gives a profound explanation oa #ivantages and
disadvantages of these classifications as follows:

o Classification According to Parts

Basically, a typical editorial has three parts. Share — (a) statement of
the issue, subject or thesis (b) comment on thebl@no and (c)
conclusion, which normally contains solutions te groblems identified
in the editorial.

It is instructive to note that the arrangementhd parts of editorial is
not a  dogmatic affair. Some skillful editoriakitgrs may turn the
above formular upside down and begin the editopséce with
conclusion followed by comment and then statemdnthe issue or
thesis.

Another logic is that other writers prefer to inag statement of
problem with comment in a single sentence or paggand then move
to conclusion.

Yet other editorialists believe that an editori@shonly two parts —
statement of the problem and comment. Their argtsrae predicated
upon the notion that, like an artiste, the edilosgter need not provide
solution to the problems identified. Such editorsak bound to be
unpatronising, unattractive and unpersuasive becdhe central or
cardinal instrument of persuasion is missing. Thesimg link which

can only be appreciated from the standpoint oftgnis to the problem
can affect in no small measure the body and sotlleoéntire editorial.

o Classification According to Purpose

For everything under the sun, there must be a gerpthe same thing is
applicable to the concept of editorial writing. tedials are usually
packaged to meet multi-dimensional purposes.

While some editorials are designed to inform orl&ixpan issue, others

are crafted with the burning desire to persuadeysanor amaze the
audience.
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Editorials whose mission or purpose is to persuad@esupposed to be
loaded with concrete facts so as to have desirfedtef

o Classification According to Types

This form of classification is closely related teetsecond category of
classification. Here, we have three major types nterpretative
Editorials, Controversial Editorials and Explangtdeditorials which
perform their unique functions.

Aneato and Onabajo (2007:63) identify the followtgges of editorials:

Editorial of Interpretation
Editorial of Argument
Editorial of Criticism
Editorial of Commendation
Editorial of Entertainment

arwnPE

o Editorial of Interpretation: This type of editorial appraises an
issue and then gives explanation or interpretatmnt in an
objective manner to inform the reader. The editopigesents
facts and analyses them to give a meaningful petispe

) Editorial of Argument: It is an editorial that is meant to argue
an issue to draw out a point. It is usually on corgrsial topics.
It is persuasive and convincing, and as such, dtierel writer
must know how to present his or her facts and bstuntiate his
or her points.

° Editorial of Criticism: This is an editorial that aims to point out
the ills or bad aspect of a situation. It can bedu® curtail some
unhealthy behaviour and decisions. This type dfoeidi is meant
to bring about a change of heart, both from govemnand the
public.

o Editorial of Commendation: This type of editorial gives
commendation or praise to government officials,ioast by
government, achievements and successes of people.

o Editorial of Entertainment: This editorial injects comedy into

the issue being discussed. It treats the subjeatlight manner
that interests the reader; it takes a human-irttarege.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

I. Give reasons for classification of editorialgle mass media.
. List and explain the various classificationedfitorial.

4.0 CONCLUSION
This unit established the fact that, there are ethselid ways of

classifying editorials — Classification according types, purpose and
parts.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit outlines major reasons for classificatmneditorials. It also
identifies three proper ways of classifying edidsi

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Why are editorials classified in the mass mediatzowl?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Ate, A.A. (2007).Editorial Writing: An Academic and Professional
ApproachAkure: Pamma Press.

Ukonu, M. (2005). Fundamentals of Editorial WritingNsukka: Multi-
Educational & Services Trust.

Aneato, S.G. and Onabajo, O.S. (200Bssentials of Campus
Journalism. Lagos: Jamiro Press Link.
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UNIT 3 THE STRUCTURE OF AN EDITORIAL
CONTENTS
1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objective
3.0 Main Content
3.1  The Structure of an Editorial
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary

6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Editorial usually addresses issues of public sigaifce. Such issues are
also targeted at a large and heterogeneous audi€hiseunit looks at
the structure of an editorial.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

° explain the structure of an editorial.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Structure of an editorial

A typical editorial has four parts. These are: éliintroduction, Body
and Conclusion.

1. The Editorial Title: This defines or introduces the editorial. It
should be active, arresting and less wordy. Bectilsg serve as
windows to editorials, they should not be dull, agnlous or
misleading. Rather, they should be sharp, punchycatchy.

For composing a good editorial title, Anim (1996:9%ovided some
useful hints.

o Some of the best titles are questions. e.g
- Can NEPA improve?

o The who, what, why and how are useful in editdnedds. E.g
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- Who shot Ibru?

- What a country!
- Who runs the economy: Central Bank or IMF?
- How to stop the touts?

Sometimes looking at common sayings, short quatesaalages
may lead to a good title.

For example, “Arise O Compatriots” from the Natibenthem can
form the title of an editorial calling for nationsdlidarity.

- “Who can bell the cat”? This adage can be the tf an
attack editorial on vacillation.

Since all human beings respond to rhythm, deviéedliteration
and rhyme can be effective in titles. E.g

- The hoodlums of October 25
- Sapped by SAP

Simple statements summing up the editorial thrustgood as
titles. E.g

- Put up or shut up
- Leave Nigeria alone

Word play can produce titles, especially for lighahted and
praise editorials... e.g

- Milking the Government...

The Lead or “Intro”: Next to the title is the lead which is
simply the first paragraph of the leader or eddbriLike the
editorial title, the lead or introduction must baptivating and
juicy in order to compel the reader to read theremditorial. A
good leader must be able to sustain the intere¢rearoused by
a tantalizing title.

Depending on the creative prowess and experiencéhefeditorial
writer, any kind of lead, be it question lead, cast lead, freak lead,
direct address lead, etc. would perform the mafis,well crafted.

On a general note, the introduction according toinAr(1996:95)

contains:
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(1) the news peg
(2) the focus of the editorial
(3) explores the tone presaged in the title.

Sample of an editorial intro in an editorial titl&digerian Universities
and world ranking.”

The latest worldwide universities’ ranking showsatthNigerian
universities have dropped out of reckoning becaiishe poor quality
and scope of research conducted by indigenous raesieNo Nigerian
university featured on the world best 500 universitist. Indeed from
the African continent, only University of Cape Tow8outh Africa
made the list. More embarrassing was the fact #hatn among
contending universities in Africa, the best Nigarianiversity was
ranked number 44, trading behind some universitieKenya, South
Africa and Ghana. (Sourc&éhe GuardianMay 25, 2007, page 14).

3. The Body: This contains the meat and substance of the editor
It is the place where the props and cons of areisse analyzed;
conflicts of different colours are raised and resdlin the body
of an editorial. The body of the editorial provideplatform for
editorial reaction. Editorial reaction concernglitsvith the stand
or position of a newspaper on an issue.

A good editorial body must be coherent and logicgbresentation and
analyses of data. There must be page unity anddmrrof words and
ideas in the body of the editorial.

In a persuasive editorial, Anim (1996:99) obsertest this section
contains “the argument — evidence of fairness, ibi@g, appeal to
emotions, if need be, and knowledgeability, congras, contrasts,
statistics are contained in this section”.

Sample of the body of editorial from an editorial “Nigerian
Universities and world ranking” earlier cited.

The Nigerian academic is not lucky. He is entitieéttend international
conferences about once in two years. If he muséndttother

conferences, he is required to look for fundingnfrether sources.
Reputable journals which were published in the ersiies of Ibadan,
Lagos, Nsukka and Ife in the past have all disagueaue to poor
funding. For example, the University of Ibadan usede a reference
point to international scholars of African hist@yd culture. Those were
the halcyon days of professors Kenneth Dike, Fesils Ajayi and

Tekena Tamuno, etc. Indeed, Nigerian universitiestdtd academics
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and students from all regions of the world. Theagsd only refugees
come to Nigerian universities to study!

While others universities are expanding their lilprdacilities, some
federal universities have closed down departmdiaries. Ironically,
most of our libraries are stocked with old volumesth cramped-up
spaces for the teeming population of students. Walizersity has over
one hundred libraries. Harvard makes about $25bm fendowments
alone. With these funds, scholars have no problematsoever
embarking on research and publishing their findinfke Nigerian
government ought to take education more serioubgurce: The
Guardian, May 25, 2007).

4. Conclusion: Conclusion is the last part of an editorial. Usyal
conclusion may be a re-affirmation of earlier positor idea
advocated by the editorial writer in the body oé thditorial. It
may serve as an amplifier of a strong and potesw \@arlier put
across in the course of writing.

In handling the conclusion of an editorial, danglimodifiers and
redundant words must be avoided. The conclusicemodditorial in the
views of Okoro & Agbo (2003:137) could be done inyaof the
following ways:

o Straight-away summary
o Quotable ending
° Appeal for action.

A good conclusion of an editorial should leave adfdéor thought for the
audience. It must reverberate something spectacutae editorial.

Examining the functions and characteristics of alitoeial which
harmonise the above segments or structure of aoridli Folarin (1998:
35-36) states:

o An editorial, more than any other item in a pubima, performs
the correlation, opinion, editorial interpretatioor even
‘propaganda’ function in a newspaper. It helps tbhaper’s
readers to put specific issues or occurrencesrsppetive.

o It selects a specific topic and sticks to it throogt, examining
the topic from various angles.

° It is usually linked to a news peg, and has anodictory
statement linking the news event or issue andditerel.

o The specific style of each editorial will varygitly according to

the type — whether it be persuasion, advocacyi,ifickaion,
information/illumination, tribute/commendation, s occasion
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or entertainment. But each editorial should havéhesis, a
development of the thesis, and a conclusion.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
List the various segments of an editorial.
4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit discussed in details the structure oéditorial.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, a cursory look at the structure of edhitorial, beginning
from the title, the body and the conclusion wasedon

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

A good editorial writer must appreciate the impoda of all segments
of an editorial. Discuss.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Anim, E. (1996) Editorial Writing. Port Harcourt: Sunray Books Ltd.

Folarin, B. (1998).Elements of Journalistic Styldbadan: Stirling-
Horden Publishers Nigeria Ltd.

Ukonu, M. (2005).Fundamentals of Editorial WritingNsukka: Multi
Educational & Services Trust.

Okoro, N. & Agbo, B. (2003)Writing For the Media SocietyNsukka:
Prize Publishers.

The Guardian(2007). “Nigerian Universities and World Rankiniglay
25, 2007, Editorial.
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UNIT 4 PITFALLS IN EDITORIAL WRITING
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Importance of Focus in Editorial Writing
3.2  Pitfalls in Editorial Writing

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Anything in life that is worth doing is worth doingell. For that to be
achieved there must be rules guiding human actlareditorial writing,
there are dos and don’ts that guide the craft.odis have certain
booby traps which must be out-rightly avoided. Tinmst discusses the
importance of focus in editorial writing as well pifalls in the art of
writing an opinion piece.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o highlight the importance of focus in editorial vimg
o identify the pitfalls in editorial writing.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Importance of Focus in Editorial Writing

As focus is very important in features writing, isés to editorial. The

writer like a builder must be able to align bridkgords and ideas) in a
straight line. There must be a plumb-line servisgaacompass to the
editorial writer.

The plumb-line will prevent the writer from ventog into irrelevancies

concerning the topic under probe; it will debar theiter from
meandering into the forest of ideas.
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As it is in features writing, focus is important editorial writing
because it will assist the writer in choosing addpat is narrow enough
to handle. Focus will assist the editorialist irfinieg the boundary of
what is useful to the target audience and whabis n

Focus is achievable through discipline on the sfiehe writer and

through environmental scanning. Focus can assswtiter in defining

the dimension of the discourse. This plumb-lind erlable the builder
(editorial writer) to construct a formidable struiet (editorial) starting
from the introduction, the body and conclusionatirey issues of utmost
concern, discarding irrelevances in all ramificasio

3.2 Pitfalls in Editorial Writing

In writing an editorial, the avoidance of pitfalis the beginning of
wisdom. It is therefore expedient for editorial t®rs to know the guide
posts underlying editorial writing.

Ate (2007:51-52) identifies things that must beided while writing an
editorial. These are:

A. Avoid Afghanistanism: The concept of Afghanistanism
presupposes a situation where the editorial writeuses on
issues in far-away places that had little or n@vahce to the
people he/she is writing for. Such a practice isageptable.

There must be geographical or psychological praxirbetween
the audience and the topic.

B. Avoid Being Seduced by Public Relations MenThe job of
public relations (PR) men is to ensure that thegaaisations are
always captured in good light by media practiti@ndro achieve
this, they often embark on overt and covert lobgymmocedures
to ensure that press men including editorial wsit@re always on
their side. One of these measures includes offegnagjfication
to journalists to guarantee favourable mention dieirt
establishments in the media. The editorial writeraa activist
and social crusader must avoid the temptation otidg to the
rhythm or tune of PR men by refusing to be censdrgdany
posture of inducement.

C. Avoid the Temptation of Falling Flat in the Name ofBeing
Timely: Just like news is timely, editorial writers are@fond of
presenting their facts and arguments in a timelynmea
However, most editorialists in their quest of bepage setters or
emergency experts fall into this temptation. Thaghr to write
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editorials on emerging news issues without cargfedamining
their pros and cons. This could be dangerous and
counterproductive as such a practice might pretlemteditorial
writer from digging deep into the heart of an issue

D. Avoid Making Predictions about Issue Pending in a Bw
Court: The judge will not take it kindly with any internce in
his or her area of jurisdiction. The editorial wrimust know that
passing a judgment on issues that are pendingeircdhrt is an
art of sub judice, an offence against the coumc&i nobody is
above the law; the editorial writer should steezaclof such an
act.

In a similar development, Okoro & Agbo (2003:13QjJvized that
editorial writers should avoid “trial by newspapért other words,
editorials should not rush to convict a persorhmews.

Again, they warned that editorialists should alwbhgsdle rumour, race
(and tribe) and religion with at most caution. Tisivecause, according
to them, “these are emotion-laden and when it comesssues of

emotion, many people become reason-blind. Remenhia¢rappeal to

prejudices can be monumentally destructive.”

In addition to the above, it is crucial for editadriwriters to discard
unnecessary exaggerations, out-right or patholbliesin the course of
writing an editorial piece. It is important for aditorial writer to avoid
an unusual sensational act of analysis that wouldtlpe society in
jeopardy.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

I Briefly discuss the importance of focus in edabwriting.
. Identify the pitfalls in editorial writing.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Knowing the general hints on editorial writing i®r@ainly good;

appreciating the inevitability and desirabilityfotus in editorial writing
is a worthwhile venture but the job of an editomaiter will only be

complete if he knows the pitfalls guiding the cqpicef editorial

writing. It is therefore established that the denit an editorial are
equally important as the dos.
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5.0 SUMMARY

This unit acknowledges the importance of focusditogial writing and
discusses some major pitfalls in editorial writing.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Discuss the dos and don’ts in editorial writing.
7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Ate. A..A (2007). Editorial Writing: An Academic and Professional
Approach Akure: Pamma Press Ltd.

Okoro, N. & Agbo, B. (2003)Writing For the Media Societ\Nsukka:
Prize Publishers.

Ukonu, M. (2005).Fundamentals of Editorial WritingNsukka: Multi
Educational & Services Trust.
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UNIT 5 ETHICS OF EDITORIAL WRITING
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1  Definition and History of Ethics
3.2  Ethics of Editorial Writing

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Virtually every profession under the sun is guidsdcertain codes of
conduct. Journalism as a profession is also godebyecertain norms,
creeds or canons. In this unit, we shall be exargirihe meaning of
ethics, its origin, and the codes of conduct ggaditorial writing.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o define ethics and trace their origin
o outline ethics of editorial writing.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Definition and History of Ethics

Ethics according to Hartzell (2006:138) are “a sgstof behaviour,
expectations and morals comprising standards ofdwtn for a
population or profession.”

Ethics are the general science of right and wrdtbics are codes of
conduct which defines standards of behaviour andality for members

of a given profession. A veteran journalist, DuyiB905:80) describes
media ethics as the “Moses of journalism” and issikat the journalist
who wants to remain in the profession for life te tjournalist-in-

training who is just entering the profession fde liime career, will do
himself or herself a lot of good if they avail theslves with the ethics
of this noble profession. He argues that conscientiee great judge on
matters of ethics.
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Ethics are desirable and inevitable for a humbereatons. According
to Daramola (1999:198), ethics can infuse “a ddsmarality into the

crude performance of a particular profession tocWwrthey refer. They
enhance competence in the exercise of the profesEiey constitute a
means of control and discipline among the membéthe profession.
Invariably, professional ethics regulate the relaghip between
professionals and their particular publics”.

Historically, the word ethics originated from thee®k wordsethikos
(moral) andethos (character) which refers to the values or rules of
conduct held by a group of individuals. Daramol@a99:198).

Credit must be given to Aristotle, a Greek phildsapwho popularized
the concept of ethics in his book, NICOMACHEAN ET:8. Before
that book, different philosophers formulated sontkical values or
systems but Aristotle’s book actually opened theodigate for
recognition of ethics across different disciplines.

In order to safeguard the freedom of the pressaamount of its abuse,
Daramola (1999:199) observed that ethical normsaibég be codified
in the early 1920s. According to him “it is estimatthat, at least, 60
countries in the world have such codes, althoughctides vary in their
form and scope.”

Today, many organisations, professions, and adsmtsa have
formulated different codes of conduct to ensureeindiscipline and
guaranteed healthy practice among their members.

3.2Ethics of Editorial Writing

In editorial writing, certain things are expecteidedlitors, writers and
other media practitioners to adhere to in ordermaintain high
journalistic standards.

Ethics are necessary to ensure sanity and incuttatgpline within a
profession. Ethics define what is acceptable andtwdnot acceptable
within a professional setting.

In the Nigerian media setting, the Nigerian Pressur@il which
regulates the activities of three professional bsdi the Nigerian Guilds
of Editors (NGE), the Nigerian Union of Journalis(slUJ), and
Newspapers Proprietors Association of Nigerian (NIPAs the general
overseer of ethical issues in the journalism ptes

All journalists in Nigeria, irrespective of their edium of
communication are expected to adhere strictly locstof journalism.
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Editors, reporters, editorial writers, featurestens, and other media
professionals are expected to work within the cuwadi of ethical
boundary of their noble profession.

Let us take a look at the Code of Conduct (etha¢ghe Nigeria Union
of Journalists as chronicled by Daramola (1999:208}.

Code of Journalism Practice
The Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) has thedwiing as its Code of
Conduct (ethics):

1. Editorial Independence: Decisions concerning the content of
the news should be the responsibility of professigournalists.

2. Accuracy and Fairness

The public has a right to know that factual, actara
balanced and fair reporting is the ultimate obyaxtof
good journalism and basis of earning public trustd a
confidence.

A journalist should reframe from publishing inacaiar
and misleading information. Where such informati@as
been inadvertently published, prompt correctionusthde
made.

In the course of his duties, a journalist shouldvestto
separate fact from conjecture and comment.

3. Privacy: As a general rule, journalists should respeciptineacy
of individuals and their families, unless it affe@ublic interest.

apop
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Information on the private life of an individual dnis
family should only be published if it infringes quublic
trust.

Publishing of such information about an individuak
mentioned above should be deemed justifiable dntyis
directed at:

Exposing crime or serious misdemeanor,

Exposing anti-social conduct

Protecting public health, morality and safety

Preventing the public from being misled by some
statement or action of the individual concerned.
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Privilege/Nondisclosure

Journalists should observe the universally acceptettiple of
confidentiality and should not disclose the sowtéformation
obtained in confidence.

A journalist should not breach an agreement witkoarce of
information obtained as off-the-record or as backgd
information.

Decency

A journalist should dress and comport him or hélised manner

that conforms to public taste.

A journalist should refrain from using offensivebusive or

vulgar language.

A journalist should not present lurid details, eithn word or

picture, of violence, sexual acts, abhorrent orid@cenes.

In cases involving personal grief or shock. En@sirshould be
carried out and approaches to the public rightriovk the press
should generally avoid identifying relatives orefids of persons
convicted or accused of crime.

Discrimination

A journalist should refrain from making pejoratikeference to a
person’s ethnic group, religion, sex, or to anygtgl or mental
illness or handicap.

Reward and Gratification

A journalist should neither solicit nor accept lilgratification
or patronage to suppress or publish information.

To demand payment for the publication of news isical to the

notion of news as a fair, accurate, unbiased aciidhreport of
an event.

Violence
A journalist should not present or report acts iolence, armed
robbery, terrorist activities or vulgar display efealth in a

manner that glorifies such acts in the eyes optitdic.

Children and Minors

A journalist should not identify, either by name micture, or
interview children under the age of 16 who are lm&d in cases
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concerning sexual offences, crimes and ritualsitohaeraft either
as victims, witness or defendants.

10. Access to Information

o A journalist should strive to employ open and haormasans in
the gathering of information. Exceptional methodsymbe
employed only if public interest is at stake.

o A journalist should, therefore, avoid paying forfarmation,
except public interest so dictates.

11. National Interest

o A journalist should use his position to enhancdonal unity,
public good and national interest.

12.  Social Responsibility

o A journalist should promote human rights, democrg®ace and
international understanding.

13. Plagiarism

o A journalist should not copy wholesale, or in pather people’s
work without attribution.

14.  Copyright

o Where a journalist reproduces a work, be it intptinoadcast, art
work or design, proper acknowledgement should loerded by
national and international laws conventions.

In order to have a deeper and regional perspeofiwthics of editorial
writing, it expedient for us to take a look at thditorial Code of Ethics
of the West African Journalists Association (W.A)Jas chronicled by
Uwakwe (2005: 188-191).

The WAJA Charter

o Preamble The West African Journalists’ Association (WAJA),
considering the need to safeguard a worthy prajaasicode of
practice in the region in accordance with the respehich
professionals hold for the material and moral eéerand for a
professional code of ethics, makes the followingrtgr.

WAJA invites all national organisations, informatio and

communication professionals, members of the assogido strive at
scrupulously observing the code of conduct, a esfeg point for the
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affirmation of obligations and rights of social comnications in West
Africa.

Considering that respect for press freedom andigiis to information
and public publication form the basis for full esise of the journalism
profession both for the journalist and the soci@mmunication
technician, WAJA enumerates the following as rigdnrtsl obligations of
social communicators.

Title |
Rights of the Journalists, Members of the WAJA

o Article | : The journalist in the exercise of his professaol duty
has right to free access to sources of informatia. act or
measure should prevent the full exercise of tlylstri

o Article 1l: The journalist has the right to refuse to reveal h
sources of information and to publish only those) (®formation
which are (sic) verified and whose origins are)(kimown. On no
account would a journalist become an object of atrand
sanctions in exercise of this principle.

o Article Ill:  The right of the journalist and social communicati
technician to participate in all formulations of ctgons
concerning the enterprise must be safeguarded.

o Article 1V : The journalist and the social communication
technician have the right in West Africa to physiaad material
security, to legal protection and the safeguartheir dignity.

o Article V: The West African states have a major obligatibn o
guaranteeing the freedom of the press and of irdbom without
which the practice of the profession will loseatteem.

Title 11
Duties of the Journalist

o Article VI: In his task as a communicator, the journalistaklh
in respect of truth, the affirmation of the ideafscommunication
and the unity among the peoples of West Africa. Bigial
responsibility must lead him in the exercise of pisfession to
disseminate to the public true information, avoiddsstortions
and all manipulations of messages.
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° Article VII: The journalist in his news gathering beat must not
resort to the use of illicit means to obtain infatron. He must
not suppress essential information nor would haepresent or
falsify texts or documents.

) Article VIII: The respect for the private life of any persorm, th
human dignity in conformity with national and inmtetional rules
on matters of rights concerning the protectionrafividuals by
avoiding defamation, calumny, slander and malicious
insinuations must form an integral part of the falist's
professional norm.

o Article 1X : A journalist member of the WAJA must ensure that
information serves the purpose of bringing aboutacpe
community ideals, cooperation, unity and Africafidarity.

o Article X: In all circumstances, the journalist must showopaf
integrity by avoiding all forms of illicit remunetian, directly or
indirectly. He also has the duty of refusing to aid abet the
promotion of interests that are contrary to theegahwell being.
He must realise that the respect for intellectuapprty notably
avoidance of plagiarism and divulging of professiosecrets
form an integral part of his obligations.

On a general note, ethics of editorial writing reeoround integrity,

honesty and decency, to mention only a few atteibugxpected of a
journalist in the course of discharging his/her damental

responsibilities. Journalists are not expectedetanduced in the course
of their writing. They are not supposed to discldseir sources of
information to anybody but to uphold all the tenetsheir profession

anytime, anywhere.

For editorials to achieve their desired mission paposes, they should
be written according to ethical considerations.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
I Define Ethics and briefly trace its origin.

. Outline the Nigeria Union of Journalists’ (NW)' Code of
Conduct.

4.0 CONCLUSION

It has been established in this unit that ethicgehH@come very crucial
in all professions and disciplines. This unit ursgeres the importance
of the ethics to editorial writing.
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5.0 SUMMARY

This unit appraises the concept of ethics from peespective of
meaning and history. It specifically outlines soethics in editorial
writing.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Enumerate some crucial ethics of editorial writing.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Daramola, I. (1999)Law & Ethics of Media Practice.agos: Rothan
Press.

Duyile, D. (2005).Writing for the Media — A Manual for African
Journalists(2™ ed.). Lagos: Gong Communication.

Hartzell, D. (2006)Academic’Dictionary of Managemenhew Delhi:
Academic (India) Publishers.

Uwakwe, O. (2005)Media Writing and Reporting=nugu: Africa-Link
Books.
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MODULE 4

Unit 1 The Editorial Page

Unit 2 Editing the Editorial

Unit 3 The Differences between Print and Broadcifsdia
Editorials

Unit 4 Editorial Writing and the Economy

Unit 5 Editorial Writing, Politics and Governance

UNIT 1 THE EDITORIAL PAGE
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Importance of Editorial Page
3.2  Components of Editorial Page

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The editorial page of a newspaper carries the catpelegance of the
paper. It is a reservoir of knowledge for readessdeverse audiences
often drink from the editorial fountain of knowlezl@n socio-political
and economic issues. The editorial page mirrorspiyeer because it

reflects the corporate logo and identity of the sigaper. It satisfies the
yearnings of the audience in the market place edisd

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o outline the importance of the editorial paper
o discuss the components of the editorial page.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Importance of the Editorial Page

The editorial page is very important because iegithe paper editorial
integrity and credibility. It paves way for corpteajournalism and
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contributes in no small measure to formation ofljgubpinion. But the
guestion now is, what is the editorial page?

The editorial page, according to Ukonu (2005:1@ppears on a special
page — the editorial page. The latter carries #haspaper’'s nhame, logo
or totem and slogan and mission statement.” Hestiethat whatever is
stated on that page belongs to the newspaper@parate entity.

No reporter takes credit for editorials in termsogline. Historically, the
editorial was viewed as an article written by trditad. Even today
editorials are written by different writers, thegllsassume to be the
creation of the editor.

Different newspapers assign a special page fororas$. However,
there are some times when topical issues of pusimicificance compel
the editorial to occupy the front page of a paper the sake of
prominence. Ukonu (2005:17) justifies this standpoiand the
procedure:

o When an editorial issue is so important that ititeex front-page
placement, usual practice is to box it and cleddpel it
‘Editorial’. Most editorials — whether front page editorial page,
are boxed, set in bigger body size, wider columultkyi and
separated by black lines (or a pica of white spaceuled
publications) instead of white space or gutters.

The importance of an editorial page can be appextibetter from the
functions it performs. Idemili, a print media expe(l996: 93-94)
comprehensively captures the functions of the editpage:

1. For the reader, the editorial can help bringeomut of chaos of
news. It provides pattern of meaning in the comfusiand
complexity of events. In finding a pattern of mewnfor readers,
the editor should underline news he regards asfisigmt. The
very selection of editorial topics serves as a ulsgfiide to the
reader as to what in the recent news is actually most
significant.

2. On the editorial page, special reporters orroolsts have a place
for explaining behind-the-scene events. They arempied
freedom of style and expression which provides more
background information than could an objectivelytien news
story. These special commentators can indicate thews as
well as the facts on which these views are based.
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3. The editorial can fight battles for the newspagader, defining
his liberties, and protecting him from governmdhtthe editor
does not say the streets are dirty or the politicthe city are
dirty who else will? The forthright editor will fohthat when he
uses his power wisely, he will gain more friendanttenemies,
even among people who cannot entirely agree with hi

4. The editorial plays an agenda-setting role; mpawsr editorial
page should serve the public by exposing for putdibate and
opinion, the good and bad ideas that are in cunieculation.

5. The editorial page should give readers the dppity to air their
views by providing space for letters to the editeor in letter to
the editor, the readers express their personaliam@nabout
anything and everything providing their statemeants in good
taste and signed. This public forum furnishes telers a safety
valve for the release of their emotional and ietlal
promptings. Is also keeps the editor in touch \ilig readers by
bringing to his notice those policies in which tleaders are most
articulate.

6. To the editor, the editorial page has a roléuthll. It makes it
possible for him to express his own views. Whendtgor and
the reporters write the news, they are supposetb teo without
injecting their opinions. The editorial page is fflace where the
editors take sides and express opinion which tleeyad do in the
news column. The editor being the official repreatwe of his
paper is in effect expressing the newspaper’'s opimiccording
to laid-down policy.

7. The editorial page is a source of personalittheonewspaper. It
IS its conscience, courage and convictions. A naysp without
editorial page can be compared to a man withowcklimne. A
newspaper without an editorial page has no coneseiadf its
own, has no courage and conviction of its ownahnot take any
controversial issue.

Some newspapers have their front page editorigitucad under the
nomenclature of Front Page Comments. The editpagle is crucial
because it serves as the voice of the media estatdint on a particular
issue in the society. It is equally important bessaut provides
readership service to the editorial audience.

The editorial page in some cases serves as a stasker for policy

makers as some editorials provide a roadmap focy@rmulation and
execution. The editorial page just like any othage in the newspaper
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expresses the house style of a particular mediuerms of page design
and layout.

The editorial page contains letters to the editdriclv serve as a
feedback mechanism for the newspaper. Letterseedhtor are potent
barometers for measuring public opinion.

The editorial page can provoke further probe oestigation of an issue
by reporters. The editorial page is also a resdurcesearch forum for
professional and academic researchers as it podeeper insights into
iIssues

3.2 Components of Editorial Page

The editorial page is packaged with some aesthatid attention-
arresting devices in order to win the affection readers. Ukonu
(2005:19-20) outlines some components of the adltpage. These are:

o Editorial cartoons

° Pictures (photographs). In Nigeria, however, madyoeals do
not have pictures

o Letters to the editor

o Wider columns, white space (letting in air) canatyube used to
direct readers’ to the editorial page

° Typographical device can also be used to catchntaite

Through the use of different typefaces.
Editorial Cartoons

These are caricatures that are drawn by graphistsato enliven the
editorial page. Editorial cartoons perform the jalistic role of
informing, educating and entertaining the readers.

Ukonu (2005:29) captures the essence of editoaidbons:

° Cartoons are line drawings used to inform and &terCartoons
amuse, yet they are veritable means of exposinglsitis. This
is why cartoons are referred to as satire in drgwinCartoons
educate, irritate, tickle or tease. They informfomm and
transform. Cartoons are, therefore, comic, satirag@ounts in
drawing. They may tell their stories in a singlen@aformat, in
which the story is told in a single picture in axb®here are also
the multiple panel cartoons wherein the accougiven in more
than one box or in a sequence of boxes.
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He therefore sees editorial cartoons as “comicpston political,
economic and cultural ills with a ravishing admneuof caricatures,
humour and satire.” Let us now take a look at sdme editorial
cartoons in some Nigerian newspapers.

Source: The Hope, (2004).

SoUrce: Sunday Independer{R008).
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Letters to the Editor

Letters to the editor ensure a feedback systerhanmewspaper. They
are barometers to measuring public opinion andifssgnt components
of the editorial page. Letters to the editor, adouy to Idemili
(1996:94), “attract greater attention because ef ittherent desire in
humans to read other people’s mail.”

Let's us take a look at some topical letters to ¢agtor from some
Nigerian newspapers.
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_Darkness pervades Bayelsa

1 call on the appropriate
authorities to restore electricity
supply to Bayelsa State, which
has been without power for a
long time now.

The state government
spends much money to
purchase gas turbine, but

S .

ey —

residents of the state are yet

-

fo see any impact of it in the

area of power supply.

We appeal to the state
government to rescue the
situation.

Bimbo Adeﬁblgbe,

Eeis R s

Qoo

i
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S]R: My faith in the Niger-
jan Police sank to an all
time low on Sunday, July 15,
2007 after witnessing the
total disregard for human life
displayed by men of the
organisation  along the
Abuja-Okene road.

At about 11.30 a.m on
that fateful day, a ghastly
accident occurred at a bad
spot between Ibaka Oka and

hia Okia in the Akoko
Southwest area of Kogi
State. A truck descending a
hill apparently lost its
and rammed into a car head-
ing for Abgi‘!s; from Okene.

e car had seven
passengers. The commercial
vehicle 1 was travelling in
got to the scene of the acci-
dent minutes after the inci-
dent. We were seven passen-
gers in the car, including the
driver. We prevailed on the
driver to stop for us to offer
assistance to the accident
victims. All of us six men
and a woman raced to the
crushed car to offer whatever
assistance to the dying occu-
pants. We pulled those we
could out of the wreckage.
Three of them were already
dead. The rest were in criti-
cal conditions. We ran helter-
skelter to find means to con-
vey them to hospital. Many
of them were bleeding pro-
fusely. It was a horrific site.

Just then a con-
voy of policemen was driv-
ing by. We ran io them;
waved to them to stop and
assist. They looked at us dis-
dainfully and increased their
speed. By then more trav-
ellers had arrived at the
scene. We pleaded with the

The IG must hear this

police to render assistance in
conveying their dying com-
patriofs to the nearest hospi-
tal or to use their walkie-
talkies to call the nearest
lice station. They never
eaded our plea, Cell phone
reception was quite poor
when we tried to call 199
and other relevant agencies.
The attitude of the
policemen worried many of
us as we continued our sad
trip to Lagos. We felt that the
policemen ought to have
stopped to at least show
compassion and care at the
scene of the incident. They
have every reason to do so.
Rather they only
showed disdain as if the vic-
tims of the accident were
animals. Moreso, an Assis-
tant Commissioner of Police
was in the convoy, made up
of a police pick-up van with
registration number NPF
7331B, a Pengeot Expert
vehicle with registration
number NPF 1718 B and

vehicle with registration
number FG 18-001 B.

My prayer is that
the new Inspector-General of
Police, Mr. Mike Okiro, will
read this piece and investi-
gate. Policemen should show
example in service to their
countrymen and humanity in
general. Any of the victims
of the accident could have
been a relation of the police-
men, who treated them so
badly.

The 1G should
immediately embark on
enlightenment campaign in
police formations across the
country to teach his men
basic lessons in public serv-
ice.

My heart goes to
the families of those victims
and to that hapless child in
the ill-fated car, who was
staring at his dead mother in
utter disbelief and confusion.
Uzo Nwoha,

Lagos.

Weakness of the military

IR: The inability of the

Nigerian military serv-
ices to contain the nefari-
ous activities of militants
in the Niger Delta has
exposed the dismal ineffi-
ciency of the armed forces.
It is indeed shameful that
bands of reckless and
uncoordinated youths can
hold the country to ransom,
threaten the national econ-
omy and endanger our ter-

\\

ritorial security indefinite-
ly.

Nigerians are apprehen-
sive about the combat
readiness of the army and
the navy. They wonder
whether or not the armed
forces can really cope with
external aggression of a
guerrilla nature in the wake
of their current ineptitude.
Victor Ifedi,

Lagos.
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MODULE 4

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

!_. Discuss the importance of editorial page.
i.

Outline the components of the editorial page.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this u_nit, I hav_e established the fact that ¢ldéorial page performs
some vital funct!ons anql that for these functionsbe effectively
performed, certain attention arresting devices havée used in the

editorial page. This is done in order i L
audience. to draw thteraion of editorial
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5.0 SUMMARY

This unit discusses the importance of the editqrade. It also x-rays
some components of the corporate opinion page.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Discuss the relevance of the editorial page antineusome attention
catching devices of the page.
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UNIT 2 EDITING THE EDITORIAL
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Meaning of Editing
3.2  Need for Editing
3.3  Hints on Editing the Editorial Page
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Editing is a child of necessity for every journatiswrite-up. News,
features, editorials, etc. often go through editiagmake them more
understandable and readable. As a corporate expmess voice of a
media establishment, an editorial cannot affordbto riddled with
grammatical, factual or typographical errors. Herlce need for editing
the editorial piece.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o state the meaning of editing
o explain the need for editing
o outline the hints on editing the editorial page.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Meaning of Editing

In a layman’s language, to edit a copy simply meanesorrect errors,
particularly grammatical mistakes, so as to male rtfaterial or copy
understandable and acceptable to the generalitheofeading public.
(Ogunsiji, 1989).

Editing is the elimination of unwanted materialerfr a copy to make
the copy more readable and understandable to #uere Crowell cited
in Ukonu (2007:137) asserts that “editors look oregyorters’ work to
be sure that it is written so that the people acagleustand it, that it is in
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good taste; that it leaves no question unanswenedthat it is not
libelous.”

Akinfeleye (1983:69) contends that in the editingpgess, spelling
mistakes, poor sentence construction, bad syntamdsnon-sequential
paragraphs are re-arranged to make the entire ompg readable and
understood. A more comprehensive form of editirgalgues, involves
editing for:

Accuracy
Coherence
Conciseness, and
Simplicity

Let us briefly examine what he coined the A-C-C-Gf®ews editing:

A:  Accuracy in copy editing means the quality or the statehef
editor being precise or exact in terms of namangakind/or data
presentation in the news.

C: Coherencein copy editing simply means the conditions or the
state of putting the logically integrated, consistesequential for
better comprehension by the potential readers, engvand/or
listeners.

C: Clarity in copy editing relates to the state of the coping free
from all ambiguities, either in terms of choicevadrds, sentence
construction, paragraphing and others.

C: Conciseness — There is no room for verbosity and/or
circumlocution, in copy editing. By concisenesscopy editing,
we mean the state or condition of putting your cdpef and
straight to the point.

S Simplicity in copy editing refers to state of your copy beirege
from grammatical intricacy, complexity, embellishm® and
unnecessary elegance. Your copy must be plainlytemriand
presented in a way to be plainly understood.

Copy editing according to Akpan (2006:48), can bheously described.
To him, “it can be called copy editing, news edjtend copy reading.”
A copy writer, he insists, must be versed in wisatvritten about; an
expert in language use and flexible and toleransqgre capable of
appreciating values in work of others.

Akpan (2006:48-49) identifies three major functiafishe copy desk.
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These are:

o Creative function

o Managerial function, and
o Policing function

The removal of unwanted materials from an editooiabpinion piece
with a view to making it clear and understandablesaders is known as
editing the editorial. In some newspapers, theufeat editor serves as
the editorial page editor while in others, the oman of the editorial
board takes responsibility for the editing task.

3.2 Need for Editing

Editing is done for number of reasons. Looking fz tationale for
editing from the perspective of a copy editor’s,jdtkpan (2006:50)
enumerates the following things which he said tbpyceditor should
bear in mind as he works on a story. These are:

. He must eliminate errors of spelling, grammar, aathtence
structures.

o He must be conscious of taste, style, fact andnisgton.

o He must guard against unwarranted reportorial brashosity,

repetition, incongruity, wearisome details, ovekied facts,
zealous statements, and advertising in disguise...

Capturing the desirability and inevitability of &dg, Ogunsiji
(1989:77) observes that editing requires the eduorsub-editor to
eliminate all defamatory statements which can leathe paper being
sued for libel. Editing, according to him, is aldone to ensure brevity,
clarity and readability of copy.

Editing is also done in his views, to ensure that $tories conform to
the paper’s style guide.

In editing, it is important to know not only whenchange in copy
should be made but also why that change should due r(Baskettet
al. 1982:5). Good editing, according to Baskettal (1982:5), depends
on the exercise of good judgment. For that reasioey argued that
editing is an art, not a science. They describecdbgy editor as “a
diamond cutter who refines and polishes, removedlgdws and shapes
the stone into a gem.” For the editor’s job thelgraii:

o The editor searches for flaws, and inaccuracied, @aones the

useless, the unnecessary qualifiers and the redomda The
editor adds movement to the story by substituticteye verbs for

93



MAC 322 EDITORIAL WRITING

passive ones, specific for generalities. The ediémps sentences
short so that readers can grasp one idea at aamndestill not
suffer writing that reads like a first-grade text.

Editing is also needed to establish facts in aystéor example, it is an
established fact that the president of Nigeriallsaf\ Umaru Yar'Adua.
It will amount to a factual error if one referstte country’s president as
Alhaji Shehu Yar'Adua. This is because Umaru, nbeld, is the
president of Nigeria.

Finkel of the Dallas Times Herald outlines the dsitof an editor at a
workshop on editing skills. His views are cited Bpasketteet al.
(1982:6-7) below:

o The editor is the conscience of the writer andrtb@spaper. He
should approach every story with a challenge tafseeneets the
newspaper’s standards. It is his duty to help esargy he edits.

o The editor should, when time allows, read a stoomf top to
bottom before making changes. It is important tdarstand all
what the writer is trying to say.

o Having read the story through, the editor can resnoxords,
correct grammar, smoothe sentence flow, and da thiregs that
make the story more pleasing to the reader.

o The editor must make sure that questions are asswHrhe has
guestions, then the reader will. The editor caenapt to find
answers and work them into the story.

o There is more to editing than making a story readchly. The
editor must satisfy himself that the story is féat both sides of
an issue are presented; that, if a person accussbes in a
guote, the accused gets a chance to reply; thattdpes
mentioned in the abstracts are brought to speahd that there
are no unanswered questions.

o The editor need not be a great writer to work effidy. But he
should be able to recognise good writing when hes se He
should know when an adjective is performing an irtgott job
and when it is clutter.

o A good editor has love for the language. He is dutee subtle

rhythms or the awesome power of combinations ofdaoHe
should edit by sound, listen for good writing.
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A good editor is supposed to possess some basitiegid the purpose
of editing is to be achieved. Ate (2003:5) outlinesme of these
gualities:

o He must have nose for news

o He must be sociable and creative

o He must be versatile in history, psychology andgsiophy

) He must be proactive and a trend tracker

o He must have the mastery of the language in whditing is
done

) He must be patient and ready to thoroughly readropleople’s
works

J He must be research-oriented

o He must be adventurous

o He must have a thorough understanding of the ldwheoland,
political and economic undercurrents

) He must have a mastery of editing symbols.

3.3 Hints on Editing the Editorial Page

The editorial page editor must understand the papsrlosophy and
policy and perform his task within their purview.

Editing of the editorial page should be carried mutonsonance with
the newspaper’s house style. Errors of fact, synlidpel and logic
should be well taken care of while editing the euial.

The editorial page editor should always carry asttask with regard to
deadline and must ensure that editing is done avifew to having an
edge over competition in the industry.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

I Define the term editing.

. Why do we need editing in editorial writing?
iii.  Outline the general hints on editing the ed#b

4.0 CONCLUSION

Editing is very crucial for successful journalistindeavour. It is equally
important in an editorial piece.
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5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, | demystify the concept of editingutline the need for
editing and capture some important hints on editegeditorial page.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
What is editing? Why is editing important in antedal?
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UNIT 3 THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PRINT AND
BROADCAST MEDIA EDITORIALS

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Value of Editorials
3.2 Differences between Print and Broadcast Edil®ri
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Editorials generally, whether print or broadcaserfegrm different
functions. They inform, educate and entertain thelience. Some
editorials support policies, others attack, whitkess amuse or amaze
the readers or listeners. Some editorials perftverole of illuminating
the day’s intelligence and others defend the urmddepending on
their mission. This unit basically examines thdeténce between print
and broadcast media editorials.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o outline the value of editorials
o explain the differences between print and broadcasdia
editorials.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Value of Editorials

The value of editorials can be appreciated from dtadpoint of the
roles they play in the society. It could be suppertole, defensive role,
or attacking an idea, issue or policy. Some editsrilemystify complex
issues and dissect them to the understanding afudience.

Writing on the value of editorials, Wilson (2000)78verred that the
editorial “gives the media organisation an oppatfuno present its
policies and beliefs without colouring the regulaws stories with
biased statements.” He asserts:
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° Media organisation can use the medium of editot@alsampaign
for or against a cause. They do this by using ewvpportunity to
present a point. By so doing, they serve as gapskeseand
agenda setters. They decide what information tostrat, the
direction, how much emphasis to give to the issueleu
discussion.

He reasoned that the relevance of an issue dependew it is handed
by the mass media. Amplifying the agenda settimgtion of the media,
the mass communication expert (op. cit.) obserhes tif the news
media discuss an issue, then it is important; efytare silent about it,
then the issue is not important.”

This therefore means that the depth and dimenditimeareported event
determines the dimension and value of an editorial.

3.2 Differences between Print and Broadcast Editoais

The question at stake is, can broadcast mediariadite? That question
can be answered ‘yes’ in the Nigerian situation.wkeer, in the
American context, broadcast editorials were outthlvg the American
Communications Commission on the ground that brastgcs cannot be
advocates. (Wilson, 2000). Citing Walter Emery ins hbook,
Broadcasting and Government: Responsibilities andguRations,
Wilson (2000:73) justifies the above premise:

...It is clear that responsibility for the conduct afbroadcast
station must rest initially with the broadcasterisliequally clear
that with the limitations in frequencies inherentthe nature of
radio, the public interest can never be served tgasion of any
broadcast facility to the support of the partisamdse Radio
(including television) can serve as an instrumenti@mocracy
only when devoted to the communication of informatand the
exchange of ideas fairly and objectively presented...

Emery in his documented postulations cited in (Wfls 2000:74)

insisted that “freedom of speech on the radio nwsbroad enough to
provide full and equal opportunity for presentationthe public of all

sides of public issues.” As one licensed to operaggublic domain, he
argued that the licence has “assumed the obligaifopresenting all

sides of important public questions, fairly, objeely, without bias. The
public interest — not the private - is paramou(itVilson, 2000:74).

Since an editorial is the corporate voice or exqmes of a media

organisation on a given issue of public interestwill amount to
betrayal of public interest from the American pexdpe, if broadcast
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stations resort to presenting private organisasisews at the expense
of public interest which they are supposed to carginally protect and
uphold. But back home in Nigeria, the issue undebe is a different
ball game. Wilson (2000:74) observes that hroadcasters in Nigeria
are in the habit of editorializing under differdabels all in the name of
news.” If that is the case, how can we distingyisht media editorials
from those of broadcast media?

Onabajo (2000: 20-21) tackles the subject mattesuiiining some key
points in writing editorials for both print and ladcast media.

For the print media, he stated that the editoridgielvmust recognise the
following things:

That there is a formula for editorial writing

Critical comments must be supported by facts

Editorials provide reading exercise

An editorial writer must remember that ‘criticisns not only
about casting aspersions.

o Editorial writing is about unified essays

For broadcast media editorials he asserts:

o The broadcast editorial writer addresses the edy mist avoid
confusing the listener or viewer, with many compleards ....
Also, broadcast editorials must be simpler and more
straightforward than editorials written for theryri

Onabajo (2000: 202) in distinguishing broadcastoedils from print
media added that “many broadcast editorials areertentative, than the
newspaper editorial.”

It is equally important to stress that broadcastoedls are guided by
time while print media editorials are guided by agaln writing for
broadcast media, Okunret al. (2002: 235) argue that “a writer can
utilise the strengths and characteristics of tliatdcast media to achieve
his/her objective.” The same thing can be appleedditorial writing for
the air where transience, timeliness and brevigyganding post.

The above scenario is opposed to writing for thetpmedia which
characteristically celebrates permanence, litetaténology and high
mental demand as merits. Knowing the differencevéen print and
broadcast media in terms of technology, style artegal operations can
put the student in a better perspective to fullgrapiate the differences
between print and broadcast media editorials. Umeaglbo cited in
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Okunnaet al. (2002:236-237) captures the major differences betw
print and broadcast journalism:

o When we write for the print media, we are writingarmation
that will be taken in through the eye. On the otlmand,
information written for the broadcast is taken issentially
through the ear.

° Newspaper readers never hear what we are tryirsayo- they
only see our work. Broadcast listeners, on the rotte:nd, do
exactly the opposite of that.

o Broadcast leads are shorter, often mentioning onby or two of
that 5 Ws (who, what, where, when and why), andetones the
‘how’ of the story.

° In broadcasting, the equivalent of length, (spptdla story is
time, and the broadcast medium does not have nmeh t

o Newspapers are full of facts, details and numli&ree the ear is
a less patient organ than the eye, so to say,tst emsily upset
when you drone on and on with a story, or when lyod fistful
of details at it.

o The broadcast writer must write the news of theldvor fewer
words than would normally be carried on a singlgepaf many
newspapers.

) A newspaper reader can scan an article over and tmeas
many times as he wishes, but on television ana i will hear
it only once.

) A newspaper reader has to be functionally literatbereas a
broadcast listener does not necessarily have to be.

Another area of differentiate print editorials fronbroadcast
commentaries is through the use of attention-catctdevices. Print
media often use devices like bigger typefaces antsfo pictures,
cartoons, and letters to the editor among othemsimothe attention of
readers. However, the broadcast media, becauséeaf ¢phemeral
nature, often use devices like repetition, tonattormention only a few,
to draw home the message to the audience.

Print media editorials are more detailed, permaaadtrobust in the use

of language and style. This is opposed to broadcestia editorials
which are usually brief, straightforward and simiplén Nigeria,
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broadcast media editorials are critical againstegoment policies. They
are more of public relations stuff packaged to jwide government
policies, whether sound or unsound.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
I Briefly discuss the value of an editorial.

. Differentiate between print media editorialsdaoroadcast media
editorials.

4.0 CONCLUSION

| have established the value of editorials andtifled some differences
or parting ways of print and broadcast media editar

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit, | highlighted the value of editorigland showcased the

major differences between print media editorialsd abroadcast
editorials.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Appraise the value of an editorial and discussdifierences between
the print media and broadcast media editorials.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Okunna, C.S., Omenugha, K.A. & Ebeze, U.V. (200@jriting for the
Mass Media” in Okunna, C.S. (ed.) (2002)eaching Mass
Communication: A Multi-Dimensional Approacknugu: New
General Books.

Onabajo, O. (2000)Fundamentals of Broadcast Journalisioagos:
Gabi Concept Ltd.

Wilson, D. (Ed) (2000).Introduction to Print Media: Readings in
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UNIT 4 EDITORIAL WRITING AND THE ECONOMY
CONTENTS
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2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Impact of Editorial on the Economy
3.2  Samples of Editorials on Economic Issues
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The mass media have the mandate of setting agendaao-political
and economic issues in the society. Through neestufes, pictures,
editorials, etc. the mass media influence publioking on different
iIssues at local, national and international lev&tgs unit appraises the
role of editorials in the economic sector.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o discuss the impact of editorials in the economat@e
o analyse economic oriented editorials.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Impact of Editorials on Economy

Editorials all over the world contribute in buildinsustainable
economies for different countries. They do thisaldyising government,
institutions, individuals and other stakeholderghia economy on how
to solve complex economic puzzles. They set agémdpolicy makers

in the area of economy. Editorials also influertoe ¢course of economy
of nations by throwing more light on issues thathleo on the survival

of people.

Economic issues are sometimes interwoven with ipalitand social
issues. For instance, free education programme socgety may be a
political issue but it has an economic dimensidrpdople in a given
society are to enjoy free education, it therefoeans that they will have
more money in their pocket to spend for other thinggain, by
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beaming their searchlight on issues like the negdiearish trend in the
stock markets, hikes in the price of fuel, lendmates by banks, rising
cost of food at the national and international Is\@nong other things,
editorial writers take time to research and provadevay out of the
hopeless economic situation for the bettermenth@fsbciety.

Financial institutions, students and members ofaitedemia often gain
much from the economic analyses in some editoriaigh analyses
provide an intellectual compass for researcherdind answers on
probing economic questions in a society.

Economic- conscious readers, receive warnings fsmme editorials

against taking poor economic decisions. For ingabg advocating for
high pay package for all categories of workershe society without

recourse to certain economic fundamentals, theestgmay be a curse
rather than a blessing to the economy of a natibermimplemented.
Editorials educate both the government and the mede on the

economic implications of a certain fiscal polici€slitorials make case
for proper budgeting, spending culture, allocatioin resources and
planning in different spheres of life. They ware thovernment on the
side effects of taking certain loans, executingaterprojects, among
other things. Editorials also guide readers to takse economic

decisions like saving, investment, etc. Since eoonis the life wire of

every nation, the impact of editorials in the sectannot be

underestimated. Daramola (2003:32) states thatowitithe media,

society’s economic life is bound to suffer.

3.2 Selected Editorials on Economic Issues

Having discussed the impact of editorials on thenemy, | would like
us to take a look at some selected editorials on@uic issues.

Sample |
Call for an Oil Minister

o In the wake of the apparently unending fuel scgraitross the
country, members of the House of Representativeieth the
Group Managing Director of NNPC, Mr. Jackson Galsaseki,
to appear before the House to explain why the NNE&med
incapable of ensuring regular fuel supply in theidoy. The
Representatives have every reason to be concefgsaih, and
again, the country faces the ordeal of fuel scardiconomic
activities are disrupted. Life is made unbearabtenfotorists and
ordinary citizens as the cost of living rises. Goweent appears
totally helpless. In the event, the Representatisezed the
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opportunity of Gaius-Obaseki’'s presence to expréssir
dissatisfaction with the performance of NNPC. Tmeyed that
the corporation is “a haven of corruption.”

o But they fell short of imposing sanctions on thenagement of
the NNPC as they concluded that the nature of tbkel@m called
for more radical solutions well beyond the capaoityhe NNPC.

In their thinking, the principal reason why therp&tum sector is
so disorganized and problematic is because the r&lede
Government has refused to appoint a Minister ofrdRaim
Resources to take charge of that critical sectorth& moment,
that portfolio is held by the President. He is sigsl by a Special
Adviser, Alhaji Rilwanu Lukman. We think the Repeesatives
are right.

o The country needs an executive authority for petnol that can
be held accountable if things go wrong. Well-dedirstructures
ought to be put in place to oversee all aspectpatfoleum
production — refining and distribution — to replabe somewhat
arbitrary arrangement that currently exists. Thespent of
Nigeria at the helm of an evolving democracy is imothe best
position to additionally take the role of Ministeir Petroleum for
which there is a statutory provision. Also, it @rarkable that of
all the OPEC members, Nigeria, the sixth largeshengroup, is
the only one without a substantive oil minister. &lling for an
effective and responsible authority to oversee tfaion’s
petroleum industry, the legislators have maderthentrovertible
point that the current arrangement is unsatisfgct@lhaji
Rilwanu Lukman, who is the Adviser on Petroleumalso the
Secretary General of OPEC, a busy job that keepsalnay from
Nigeria most of the time. In the nature of thinge,cannot split
his abilities in such a manner as to provide gatiié service in
both positions as either calls for the full exeroof an officer.
Doubling as Secretary General of one of the wonhd&st active
organisations whilst at the same time acting asasigminister of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria is not the best wayptimise
ability. Nor is the President’s position in this thea acceptable.
Last Monday, he had declared during a televisedianguat that
he would not appoint an oil minister. “We are irpr@sidential
system. | am the executive of all ministries. That what
executive president means. | appoint minister wHetieink a
minister is necessary,” the President said. Wekthenis wrong.

o In as far as oil remains by far our most importaattural

resource, it seems improper that we should mersdyga an
adviser to it. In fact, by its pre-eminent positionthe economy
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of Nigeria, it deserves to be headed by a minist@rime quality
and experience indeed, a senior member of cabiketit is,
surprisingly, there is no minister of petroleunthe one resource
that is vital for the survival of the nation.

As far back as August last year, this paper hadnreditorial
called for the appointment of an oil minister. Tigislators have
come to the same conclusion. More than at any diimer in the
past, there is need to take a fresh look at thectstre and
organisation of NNPC, the serviceability or othessviof our
refineries, and the petroleum distribution netwoikgeria’s
continued importation of refined petroleum producis
scandalous. We need an oil minister with a preligef to bring
Nigeria at par with other members of OPEC in terofs
petroleum efficiency.

Source: The GuardianMarch 1, (2001).

Sample

The Unemployment Explosion

The recently released result of a survey by thesf@dVinistry
of Education which showed that 71 per cent of stislevho
graduated from Nigeria’s higher institutions in tlst six years
have yet to find jobs is worrisome. Equally distagpis the
revelation from a joint survey conducted by the ustdial
Training Fund (ITF) and the Nigerian Employers Qdtadive
Association (NECA) that 30 per cent of those in Eyyment are
incompetent.

The Education Ministry in an exercise entitled: &fking assets
for progress,” designed to trace the whereaboutsraducts of
the nation’s universities, polytechnics and colkegé education
and their contributions to national economy and etigyment

discovered that up to 71 per cent of the graduaigsred by the
exercise are without gainful employments. SimiladyF and

NECA in a joint survey on skills and competenciédNaerian

graduates, found that 30 per cent of graduates Wwaee

employments, fall below the expectations of thenpyers. The
reports, as gloomy as they appear, are only sathdens of the
depressing state of the nation’s economy and thdoym
condition of the education sector.
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o Despite the economic reforms initiated by the adstnation of
President Olusegun Obasanjo, the Nigerian econ@sydiled to
respond positively to engender remarkable growtlolicl
somersaults, harsh operating environment and in$gduave
combine to render the reform programme largelyfew@ial. The
results of the surveys should not surprise anybdtigy should
only serve to warn Nigerians that the pervadingdnsity and
hopelessness in the country are not about to ingpy@t. They
might indeed get worse because the unemployed agtesiu
represent a ready source of recruits for mischegfars.

o Unemployment is a time-bomb in any society if lefichecked
for too long. Without doubt, Nigeria is already exigncing some
of the side effects of rampant unemployment throligiin drain
and pervasive insecurity of lives and propertiesad Athe
government appears not to be unconcerned. The dopmgnt
situation will not suddenly improve on its own wotlt concerted
efforts on the part of government. By politicizitige issue of
unemployment, the little contribution that the sdlked poverty
alleviation programmes of government could haveieacd
became eroded. None of the programmes instituted by
government to alleviate the situation has recordagl major
gains.

o The unemployment situation will remain the samehasPower
Holding Company of Nigeria (PHCN) remains ineffedtuThe
inefficiency of the sick company as had a debih@gtimpact on
the fortunes of the real sector of the economyerfktives to
PHCH are costly. Funds which manufacturers shoakkhused
as working capital or to increase capacity utilmatend up on
alternative sources of energy. In such circumstngeaduates
will have no outlets for gainful employment. Intstiagly, the
other major outlet of employment in any economyjclhs the
government, is shrinking in Nigeria. Also, the onlkerant textile
industry which was the single biggest employeradfolur in the
country besides agriculture is gasping for bre&lost of the
companies in the sector have closed shops whiléethehat are
still in operation depend more on trading than nfacturing to
survive. It requires no soothsayer or survey tos@rihat as long
as the hopeless economic situation remains, Nigegraduates
will find it difficult to get employment.
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o Even the hope of a boom in the economy following th
conclusion of the consolidation exercise in thekiram sector as
not been realised. Manufacturers still complaint thaancial
institutions are averse to extending long-term $o&m them for
expansion. The case of small-scale entrepreneerseis worse as
they are force to depend mainly on ploughed badkitpand
savings to finance their operations. It is hopeldss an
unemployed with business ideas to secure loans foamks.
Hopefully, the newly established micro finance kamll fill
this gap.

o Nigerian tertiary institutions roll out graduatestheir thousands
annually and to think that the majority of them gm
unemployed while a number of those in employmeatveithout
‘real’ competencies is disturbing. It is indeedhdiartening to
discover that the thousands of applications reckiby the
prospective employers in response to vacancy ameonents
emanate mainly from youth whom may have nothing mmegul
to offer. It is a sorry tale that today’s graduavdso spend an
average of four to five years in school are, by exign
employers’ standards, incompetent. This is evetirguit mildly
because most of them are just a little better tinensecondary
school leaving certificate holder. As the result pufst-JAMB
examinations have shown, the process of selectindidates for
admission into the nation’s universities is rematkafaulty.
Cheating has become a way of life in the procedglam nation is
suffering the consequence as the ITF/NECA survegaied.

o The issue of incompetence most be tackled headlding
additional cost of re-training the incompetent gizeés is one
that most companies are not willing to absorb. ISkitquisition
most be given priority in tertiary institutionsthis ugly situation
Is to end. It is sad that a study conducted byNh#gonal Board
for Technical Education (NBTE) showed that vocatiomand
technical education has completely disappeared from
polytechnics and monotechnics. This disappeararfcehese
fields in the higher institutions is accountable this rather
unacceptable high unemployment figure. One of thasans
behind the establishment of these institutions teasreate and
develop youths who can be self-employed after dchoo

o There is need for the government to create the lieigab
environment that will enable the real sector torafe at full
capacity. This, of course, requires that governniemten its
plans to transform the PHCN and also encourage dranto
increase loans to cottage industries. The recentsida by
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government to organise a “job fair” where the unkygd will
be brought into contact with seekers of labour fribv private
sector is commendable. Its success is however fibligcause
the jobs are simply not there.
Source: Financial StandardFebruary 9, (2002).
SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the impact of editorials on the economy.

4.0 CONCLUSION
This unit established the fact that editorial vigtiis very important to

the economy sector of any society, as it illumisatthe day’'s
intelligence on economic issues for the governmedtthe governed.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit featured the impact of editorials on d@®nomy and captured
some written editorials on economic issues.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Write a seven-paragraphed editorial on any topgcainomic issue in
Nigeria.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Daramola, . (2003)Introduction to Mass Communicatio2"® ed).
Lagos: Rothan Press.

The Guardian(2001). “Call for an Oil Minister.” InThe Whole Truth,
Selected Editorials of the Guardian 1983-20Q3agos: The
Guardian.

Financial Standard2007). “The Unemployment Explosion” Editorial,
February 9, 2007.
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UNIT 5 EDITORIAL WRITING, POLITICS AND
GOVERNANCE
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Editorials play very crucial role to virtually adlectors of the economy.
In the economic arena, editorials are a blessingutnanity. The same
thing is applicable to politics and governance weheditorials lead both
the government and governed in taking sensitiveistets on the

machinery for expression of the will of the stafthis unit examines the
relevance of editorials in politics and governance.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

) define politics
o define governance
o explain the impact of editorials on politics andrgmance.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Relevance of Editorials to Politics

The term politics is defined as “ideas and acegitthat are concerned
with the gaining and using of power in a countif.dngman Dictionary
of Contemporary Engligh These ideas and activities could include
political parties, electioneering campaigns, vatiagd impeachment of
candidate.

Politics, according to Nnoli (1986:7), “is about vper, influence,
interests and values. Politics refers to all asésiwhich are directly or
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indirectly associated with the seizure of state @ouhe consolidation of
state power, and the use of the state power.”

Editorials can educate the people about the opesabf political parties
in terms of their policies, political might or stigth among other things.
Editorials are also relevant in politics becauseytltan beam their
searchlight on political candidates. Oriavwoke 2@ sees a political
candidate as a person or individual seeking foritipal office.
According to him, a political candidate is “seenaagroduct of political
party primaries chosen as the brand of choice fstneam of aspirants
with the aim of seeking elective political office.”..

Once the person seeking for political office gdte homination, he
becomes a property of the political party. Thers ka be effective
communication of ideas, services or products in elchange
transactions and so it is with the political mankgt scenario
(Oriavwoke, 2003).

Editorials are supposed to comment on local, natiand international
elections with a view to illuminating the day’s efligence on political
undercurrents. Through editorials, the level oftpal awareness can be
increased in the society. Politicians and politigailties can benefit from
the agenda setting function in the area of edi®orand that would
engender responsible participation in the politafédirs of a nation.

Through editorials, the political underdogs who awgjustifiably
descended upon by the overlords in the societybeatiefended, among
other roles.

3.2 Relevance of Editorials to Governance

Basically, it is the responsibility of government provide basic
amenities to members of the society. Governmenttirasmandate of
maintaining law and order as well as providing s#gwf members of
the society, among other functions (Ate, 2008:89).

McQuail (2005:234) contends that governance rafetsonly to formal
and binding rules, but also to numerous informeahaaism, internal
and external to the media by which they are ‘stferewards multiple
(and often inconsistent) objectives.”

McQuail identifies the purpose of media governance:

o The protection of the essential interest of théestand of public
order, including the prevention of public harm;
o The safeguarding of individual rights and intergsts
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o Meeting the needs of media industry for a stabkk supportive
operating environment;

o Promotion of freedom and other communication anttucal
variables;

o Encouraging of technological innovation and ecomomi
enterprise;

o Setting technical and infrastructural stand order;

o Meeting international obligations, including obsamge of human
rights;

o Encouraging accountability.

Looking at the mass media and governance from iagtlvoperspective,
Ate (2007:2) observes that “the media connectsgthwernment to the
governed, electorate to the candidates in a demoeskgtting.”

It is an established fact that through editoriabmity can be restored in
governance. Editorials have the powers to chartea wourse for
governance, restructure existing political andgrage a new political in
the society. Editorials can vote against sinistelitipal status quos in
governance. For instance, during the “Third Terneddpn” of President
Olusegun Obasanjo, Nigerian newspapers throughoredg and
journalistic features condemned the evil and infiee the National
Assembly and Nigerians to attacking it with all eetence. The agenda
became a failed project, courtesy of the mass media

Many editorials in Nigerian newspapers dwell much governance.
They support policies where necessary and attacie sahen they are
not profound.

Through editorials, people can know the directioh gmvernance
whether it is successful or not.

Editorial on governance take into cognisance thed&mental human
rights of citizens ensure that such rights are ttiotionally protected by
leaders. Such editorials often promote the conceptbe rule of law,
responsible leadership, and corporate governance.

They tend to answer probing and perplexing questioordering on
governance in the society.
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3.3

Some Selected Editorials on Politics and Govance

Sample | (Politics)

Proposed Reforms and Delayed Council Elections

112

Last week, the technical committee on local govemimeforms
submitted its report to President Olusegun Obasaiijoe
committee, first headed by the Etsu-Nupe, Dr. Uranda
Ndayako, now deceased, but later led by Mallam hifG&oma,
was inaugurated four months ago. Principal among
recommendations are a call for the retention of éxesting
system of local government, pegging the numberaooincils at
774, being the figure indicated in the 1999 Coustih, and thus
giving a short shrift to councils created by stas#sce the
constitution came into effect. The committee alsanis the
abolition of the state joint local government aausu Noting that
local councils had become avenues for institutisedl graft, the
13-man committee suggested the convocation of ansimf
stakeholders comprising the council, state and r&de
governments to work out ways of institutionalisegyvice as the
raison d’etre for government.

From its inception, the technical committee wasetge by
controversy. There were fears that the ruling Red@®mocratic
Party was aiming to wholly seize that tier of gowaent in its
alleged quest for a one-party state. There i littl suggest that
the controversy that always trailed the commitee@bout to be
buried. At least, some of its recommendations wjlark new
debates. Yet, other than the bird’s eye view ofréport, which
was disclosed at the presentation ceremony, nothnalge is
known. Nigerians need to see the full report. Essky
whatever is contained therein should be seen asirigronly a
part of a holistic effort at reviewing the condtittn. The
piecemeal approach will not suffice. But while thext steps are
awaited, local councils must be run by electedasgntatives.

Except in so far as it is a reflection of the peling lawlessness
in the country, there is no reason whatsoever wigy dountry
should not, at present, be operating democraticégted local
governments councils. Of the 774 local council®getsed in the
Constitution, and others that have been createsk si899, none
is being governed by elected representatives. ishas appalling
failing of state governments. For the past 20 mengovernors
have found one excuse or the other to hold off dweduct of
council elections, even after aspirants and canesdadhave
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expended huge sums in the run-up to the pollsrtéaer held. It
all began with the passage of the Electoral Act12®¢hich

purported to elongate the tenure of elected coorsciland
chairmen from three to four years. In March 2002, Supreme
Court struck down the provision as unconstitutional

o As the tenure of the councilors expired in May/Jlas year,
caretaker committees as approved by laws passdiaebyarious
state House of Assembly took charge. But confuliagered as
to when the council polls would hold. Constitutibpa the
elections could not, and cannot, hold unless trdependent
National Electoral Commission (INEC) provided theters’
register to the State Independent Electoral ComamsgSIECS).
Some litigants sued to restrain INEC from forwagdihe 1998
voters register as doing so would disenfranchiseyniNigerians
who had since come to voting age. So, INEC hacetavhited on
to update its register, an exercise conducted in
September/October last year. The council electiomsre
tentatively scheduled for last December. Then, &mme
consideration, the so-called stakeholders agreecbtmuct the
polls after the general elections that took placépril and May
this year.

o In June, President Olusegun Obasanjo announcetbtimation
of a technical committee to formulate reform pragsdor the
third tier of government. In the circumstance of #volution of
the technical committee, state governors foundirtvenient to
once again postpone local council elections. Tka&tuse was
that it would be preferable to have elected cosmmierate on the
basis of the proposed reforms. Meanwhile, handguclocal
government caretaker committees are been engaged an
disengaged whimsically by the state governors winehfound
an unconstitutional avenue for dispensing politipatronage.
Recently, the Lagos State government upped the éagte
appointing a chairman, vice-chairman and three rsigmy
councilors for each of its original 20 local goverents and the
37 others it contends it followed constitutionaloysion in
creating.

° The statement issued by the government announcihey t
appointments purported to rely, in part, on Sectaof the 1999
constitution. Yet, Section 7(1) provides unambiglgu “The
system of local government by democratically eléctecal
government councils is under this Constitution gusged; and
accordingly, the Government of every state shalbject to
section 8 of this constitution, ensure their exiseeunder a law
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which provides for the establishment structure, josition,
finance and functions of such councils.” The recgpointment
of chairmen, vice-chairmen and supervisory coungiis quite
plainly unconstitutional. There is absolutely nasen why the
state government could not have conducted coulegtiens. By
not doing so, it is perpetrating an illegality wiienust not go
unchallenged should the state government not eitasteps.

Indeed, that should be the path for all other sgateernments to
tread. There is no reason for them to await therne$ envisaged
from the work of the Ciroma technical committee.ridg his

recent television interview, President Obasanjacldimmed any
responsibility for the non-conduct of council elens. According
to him, the proposed reforms should not thwartetfierts of state
governments to hold council elections. The stateegmrs and
their electoral commissions have no excuse noive gffect to

the constitutional provision in section 7(1).

As matters stand now, there is foretelling wherséh@forms will
take legal effect, if ever they will. From sometbe published
accounts so far, the technical committee has vdtrdthe
retention of the present local government structexeept that it
wants that tier to operate a parliamentary syst#&dvocating a
parliamentary system in one tier when the state fmutkral
governments operate a presidential system is likelyspark
disagreeable debate as indications show alreadyoukting for
other inputs and perhaps constitutional amendmehes,time
would drag on into later next year, even beyondcaincil
elections are not conducted now, there is no stgppbtential
litigants from also claiming that they would be ehifranchised
without a revised voter's register, which could iagaause a
postponement of the polls. The rigmarole must cehsé the
state electoral commissions get on with the condfittie council
elections. Reforms can follow later.

Source: The GuardianNovember 19, (2003).

Sample Il (Politics)

Abacha as the Parties’ Candidate

114

The five political parties have concluded their pedive
emergency conventions with each of them emergiogn fits
meeting with a single critical resolution: the atlop of Head of
State, Gen. Sani Abacha, as its candidate in tlesigential
election scheduled for August 1. The circumstanoésthe
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identical resolution are so well know that theyragta travesty of
the independence of the parties and are a subueskibe parties
and of the spirit of competition, which is a magisiving force in
a democracy.

o The parties did not summon the conventions on tlosn
volition. They were obeying orders from the Fedeyathorities,
which also set a deadline for the emergency metiAg part of
the subterfuge, it was unclear, at least presumably the
parties which ought to be more focused on the MNatio
Assembly elections which took place on April 25 w@ldobe
bothered about a national convention. It was nbedsss
discernible that the sole purpose of the conventias to pass the
aforesaid resolution.

° How did the parties go about this? To create a &amb of
legality, they proceeded by amending their respecti
Constitutions, i.e allowing a party member to noabén any
person, whether or not he is member of the parhgther or not
he is a serving military officer. The United NigerCongress
Party (UNCP) set the ball on its curious coursésatonvention
on April 16 in Kaduna. Then there was a predictaddenino
effect: the CNC, NCPN and DPN each amended its tiotsn
and proclaimed Gen. Abacha as its candidate. Thl on
semblance of competition was in the Grassroots [Restic
Movement (GDM) whose convention at Maiduguri tosseul
Alhaji Mohammed Dikko Yusufu, Mr. Tunji Braithwaii@nd Mr.
Josiah Uchenna Obiechina, all of whom were pres@biechina
was disqualified; and just before the primariesaiBmvaite,
protesting what he thought was the circus show Wete the
primaries, withdrew, in order, he said, not to isivthe charade
with a toga of legitimacy. In the end, Gen. Abadhabsentia, as
in all the other conventions, out-voted M.D Yusufu.

o The parties’ choice presents the nation with anveavld and
unprecedented situation. All known electoral guited and
constitutional provisions require any public setvemerested in
political office to resign his appointment and thesad for the
political field. But the political parties in theiash enthusiasm to
adopt Gen. Abacha have been unmindful of theseigpoms.
Instead, they are pleading the national interedtlsseeching the
Head of State to endorse their total disregardlégality and
finesse. It would be a great tragedy if Gen. Abadidh their
bidding. It is beside the point that while the poél
choreography lasts, Gen. Abacha has kept mute.itregn be
inferred that the Head of State, by his agonizingiplonged
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silence, has spoken. A nation cannot be run effiljieon a game
of dicey suspense.

The way and manner the parties have gone aboutitiagrGen.
Abacha is objectionable. It is lacking in commomse and
decency. It is an affront to all known rules of gguJust a few
weeks ago, the UNCP, for example, sidelined soniemeaning
aspirants whose credentials are excellent any atathé National
Assembly. Such aspirants, the UNCP claimed, hadbeen in
the party for up to 12 months and had also not Madlestantial
contributions” to the growth of the party. And y#te same party
has turned 360 degrees to alter its constitutiahles adopted a
non-party member to represent it in an electionai\o these
party leaders take Nigerians for? That we can bearswely
insulted and kicked?

We all know that the Armed Forces have also beditigieed.
They have ceased being apolitical since they tastedorbidden
political fruit in 1966. But the parties’ choice @gars to be a
formalisation of that politicization whose rippl&exts are many
and decidedly unsettling. By asking Gen. Abachacdotest,
whether or not in uniform, the parties are alsaniyr even
inciting, other uniformed members of the Armed fesrto freely
declare their interest to run for other availabféces in the
remainder of the transition period. That is a recifor
fractionalizing the Armed Forces whose members yaa@ning
for a full return to their purely professional dagi Or, are the
political parties suggesting that Gen. Abacha amasprecedent
and then outlaw same? We believe, and strongly ttoat, the
major disqualifications as far as self-success®rancerned is
that a serving military officer cannot belong teadalitical party.
Thus, the purported adoption of Gen. Abacha bypidmties is a
nullity. To fall for the parties’ bait, therefores, to remove the last
vestige of credibility for a transition programnueaded already
with wearying doubts. There is also the issue ofdun and
propriety, which we argued in previous editoriatstbis subject.
Honour and propriety are issues, which are not taige
especially when they concern the highest office, sfmbol of
our values and aspirations as a people.

The leaders of the political parties must be rebduka their
insensitivity and crass opportunism. Yes, it isetthat nations
have sometimes been at a crossroads and have gptladone of
their distinguished citizens to lead them arighit Bhat was often
the result of undisguised patriotic and nationli$ervour that
only an infinitesimal minority would raise voice§ dissent. This
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is not the case in Nigeria. Even when critical, pdw voices
faded in retreat to self-preserve, and thereby geag to the
reign of political contractors, the various oppiositgroups were
and are steadfast in their opposition to any coisen
arrangement. There was, in particular, a willingl @ourageous
challenge offered by M.D. Yusufu, a former Inspedcteneral of
Police and Mr. Braithwaite, a lawyer. By killing fothese
contending interests, the parties buried the plesdence and
choice inherent in a democratic election. The alit party
leaders have opted to make Nigeria an object a$ider much to
the bewilderment of the international community efhis eager
to see Nigeria restored to democratic and accolatab
governance. We urge Gen. Abacha to spurn the pairtigtation
and to restore thereby the dignity of this gredioma

Source: The GuardianMay 5, (1998).
Sample | (Governance)
Retirement Benefits for Former Leaders

. Three days to his exit from power, General Abdaisal
Abubakar endorsed the supplement to Official EQrdinary
Gazette 33 which announced a new welfare packagealfo
former heads of state. Each of them will now eaB5® 000 a
month. He will also be provided with three vehiclegich will
be replaced every four years. Similarly, previoiepresidents
or chiefs of general staff will get N250, 000 eg&r month. The
gazette also makes provision for the families afedesed heads
of state and vice-presidents, who are to receiyeaaly stipend
of N1 million and-N750, 000 respectively. All formieaders are
also entitled to free medical care, paid vacatiod &ee office
accommodation with telephone services.

o Ordinarily, the Federal Government should be condednfor
establishing an open and verifiable process for timgethe
retirement needs of this category of senior citizelm stable
countries where the business of government is daded in a
transparent manner, such terms of compensatiorales@ys an
integral part of conditions of service. In such mies, heads of
state retire and enjoy their full pay for life. Hhalso retain their
diplomatic passports and are entitled to cars amdespersonal
staff. These prerequisites are usually not muctemdint from the
general welfare package for public servants whoemtéled to
gratuity and pension. With this kind of assuranteezurity after
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retirement, public servants, including heads ofestare insured
against uncertainties that tend to encourage coemjichment.

° But the compensation package should be assessbd oontext
of prevailing circumstances. Quite understandaibly,matter has
generated public interest. What, for example, & ¢ompelling
reason for this enhanced pension for heads of stade their
deputies? In the Nigerian environment, the realealor the
pension does not amount to much. But there shoaild kational
way of linking what is approved to the general cne of wages
in the public service.

o The other important issue concerns the criteria dboosing
beneficiaries. Without prejudice to their individuategrity, we
don't think it is right to group military heads sfate alongside
democratically elected ones. Those who staged cauaps
overthrow governments should not enjoy this reciogmi This is
one symbolic way of expressing public disapproval their
action. In any case, the military heads of stag¢eratired generals
and they earn their salary for life. To includerthen this new
welfare scheme will amount to double compensation.

. Ambiguity surrounds the amount allocated to theifjarof a
deceased head of state. Is there a time limitegp#yment or is it
to be in perpetuity? The gazette appears to betsle this. It is
not clear, too, who will collect the money directitgm source. Is
it the spouse(s), the children, the next of kirtre first son, or
daughter? Any arrangement that leaves room folingsmay
lead to frustration and unnecessary litigation. ilaaurts of the
land are inundated with such cases of inheritacemore
appropriate arrangement will be to institute attfusid for the
education of the children up to the first degreeeleThe trust
should also contribute to the welfare of a spoug# death or re-
marriage.

o Criticisms of the measure on grounds of its moryetalue are
somewhat exaggerated. Nigerians should have nacudiif
rewarding a good leader. Some have argued thatfahmer
leaders do not need the facility because they waready
wealthy by the time they left office. This is an hetpful
generalisation. All over the world, past office dheis at such
national level are well cared for. Our leaders deseno less
attention. This is the thinking behind the politye welcome it,
provided it applies to only democratically electedders.

Source: The GuardianJune 25, (1999).
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Sample Il (Governance)
A Crowded Cabinet

. With the swearing in of his Cabinet last week, Riest
Olusegun Obasanjo can now begin the work of pragidihe
kind of effective ad purposeful administration herpised on the
day of his inauguration. In the four months sineewas elected,
the President has left no one in doubt about wlantends to do
to meet the challenges of good governance. Thectdire of
institutional changes his administration hopesumspe has been
evident in the appointments he made to varioustegfi@a
positions. The purges of the military and policevegaearly
indications of this. The establishment of severabbp and
investigation panels also showed the determinatidn the
government to restore confidence and promote theition of
transparency and accountability. In view of thesstial
measures, the public expected that the composfidine Federal
cabinet would reflect the ideals and goals set bwyt the
administration.

. The first thing that attracts curiosity is the siethe Cabinet.
There are so far 49 ministers for 33 ministries.eéhmore names
have been forwarded to the Senate for approvakeldére also 12
special advisers and senior special assistantseeThrew
ministries of environment, commerce in Africa andtare and
tourism have been created. Within the presidertogret are at
least five ministries. The constitutional requirermes that a least
one minister should come from each of the 36 stafeshe
country. That number is, in itself, a big burdendocountry with
a severely distressed economy. Now we are goiritgate about
50 ministers. The government does not need thatbeurof
people to accomplish what it has to do.

o The government has justified the size and inclusegs of the
Cabinet on the ground of geo-political balancingere is also
the consideration given to special interest growpgh are not
adequately covered under the geo-political arramgemThis
explains the appointment of notable politicianshsas Alhaji
Mahmud Waziri as special adviser. Alhaji Waziri wastil his
appointment, the national chairman of the All PespParty
whose candidate challenged Obasanjo at the presieontest
in February. Another striking feature of the cabing the
appointment of Chief Ige of the Alliance for Demacy as
Minister of Mines and Power. In making these trpasty
choices, the Peoples Democratic Party has shown ithes
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prepared to strive for consensus and collaboratidhe running
of the affairs of the country. The appointmentsehamplications
for intra-party discipline as well as the futureapfposition in the
emerging democratic setting.

Another notable issue is the way the Presidentbnaaght on
board people he thinks he can trust to delivernengromise of
rendering good service. Of particular interesthis regard is the
defence portfolio given to Gen. Theophilus Danjuwiago was
part of the 1977-79 troika with Obasanjo and thee IMusa
Yar'Adua. The President has said that Nigeria newdsy

professional armed forces. Danjuma’s presence ah gansitive
ministry can help in this task. The Police Affaik4inistry is

given a good account of himself as Gen. David Jemdn. He,
too, gave a good account of himself as the miligoyernor of
Oyo State when Obasanjo was military head of stéte

reorganisation f the police is an area in which iBemon is

expected to demonstrate his avowed commitment¢erdy and
human rights.

The factor of trust also explains the assignmehth@ Internal
Affairs portfolio to Mr. Sunday Afolabi. He has #fatult job to

do. The prisons and other establishments undentimstry have
always been used by oppressive governments to dehimen
Nigerians and to frustrate people and organisatioatschallenge
the conservative hold of some interest groups. aallAdamu
Ciroma will need to fall back on his experiencetaakle the
crisis of confidence engendered by the handlinthefcountry’s
finances in the past. He was governor of the Cekieak of

Nigeria nearly 25 years ago. His reputation asadifeg political
figure will be helped by how much accountabilitydammust he
can bring to the Ministry of Finance. Like Ciron@hief Ige has
good credentials to be President of Nigeria. A [@olatic area
like power and steel offers a good opportunity lion to assist
the country to overcome the twin crises of irregugéectricity
supply and a bungled steel development programme.

By appointing a non-professional into the inforraatiministry,
President Obasanjo may have confirmed that he hesbepbme
mistrust for the members of the Fourth Estate. biecial
assistant on media and publicity is a medical do€onsidering
the frontline battle the mass media waged in suppbrthe
democratic process, their representation in the ashwinistration
ought to be more substantial than it has beenrsé-tmthermore,
a busy government such as we are expecting neet=ose who
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can achieve rapport with the media. A computer aycmay not
be the right choice for that work.

° The crowded nature of the cabinet will make itidiift for the
government to work at the pace required to prodoce results.

o The inclusion of many political tendencies is dli&ely to blur
focus. These are matters the members of the casinoedd have
in mind as they assume office. The Nigerian pedylee been
cheated so often that they are not prepared ndoldmate inertia
and incompetence. Each member of the cabinet iPtbsident’s
agent. He should, therefore, not hesitate to reranyeone whose
work falls below expectation.

SourceThe GuardianJuly 5, 1999
SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

I Briefly discuss the importance of editorialspialitics.
. Explain the impact of editorials on governance.

iii. Read and summarise one editorial on politiasd aone on
governance.

4.0 CONCLUSION

It has been established in this unit that editeriate very useful in
politics and governance. They serve as compassnmstye leadership
and influence both the government and the govemm@alicy initiation
and execution.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit tackles the importance of editorials olifcs and governance.
It gives practical examples of some editorials oalitigs and
governance.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Summarise one editorial on politics and one on guagce and explain
the relevance of editorials to politics and goveo®a
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