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INTRODUCTION

ARA227 Arabic Literature from Early Islam till end of Umayyad Periods
(622-750 CE)

Is a 2 Credit Unit — Compulsory available in the first semester of the Second
year B.A. Islamic Studies Degree programme. It serves as a follow- up to
literature in Pre- Islamic period and exposes you to the main issues in Arabic
literature of the Early Islamic period which ended with the assassination of
Caliph Aliyy bn Abi Talib in 661 C.E.

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN IN THIS COURSE

The general aim of this course therefore is to expose you to the literature of
the Arabs in the Early Islamic and Umayyad periods.

Literary periods are determined by certain political events that took place in
the annals of nations. Thus, historical developments are closely related to the
literary activities of the people. In the case of Arabic literature, the
emergence of Islam has really brought about a new brand of literature that
was named after the period i.e. Early Islamic literature. It is the life and
works of the poets and orators of this period as well as those of the period
that followed it, i.e. Umayyad period, that you shall be taught in this course.

COURSE AIMS

There are eleven units in this course and each unit has clearly stated
objectives which must be read before embarking upon studying it. Keep
these objectives in mind as you go through the units. However, the overall
aims of this course include:

I. To introduce you to Arabic literature in the Early Islamic and Umayyad
periods.



Ii. To give you an insight into the political developments that shaped poetry
and prose in the periods.

Iii. To expose you to the thoughts of the early Arabs as portrayed in their
poetry and prose works.

Iv. To prepare you for further studies in Arabic literature.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Based on the general aims stated earlier, there are some objectives for this
course that are set out. Your success in this course depends on your meeting
these objectives, because it is only then that we can say that you have
achieved the aims of the course. Therefore on your successful completion of
this course, you should be able to:

a. Discuss the origin of the Arabs and their ancestral branches.

b. Identify the features of Arabic, the language of the Arabs.

c. Discuss the themes and styles of Early Islamic and Umayyad Arabic
poetry.

d. Appreciate the different types of prose works of the Early Islamic and
Umayyad days.

e. Give an account of both Early Islamic and Umayyad periods and the men
of letters who witness it.

f. Identify the features of early Islamic and Umayyad prose and poetry.

g. Distinguish between Early Islamic and Umayyad literature.

h. Appreciate the orations of the Prophet of Islam and his immediate
SuCCessors.

I. Give an account of the key issue in Early Islamic and Umayyad periods
literature among the Arabs.

WORKING THROUGH THIS COURSE

There are eleven study units in this course broken into three modules. You
have to patiently work through these to benefit maximally from the course.

Course materials

Major components of this course are:
1. Course Guide

2. Study Units

3. Textbooks

4. Assessments file



5. Presentation schedule.
Study Units
The breakdown of the eleven units is as follows:

Module 1
Unit 1 The Poetry of Early Islamic Period.
Unit 2 Al-Mukhadramin and their Works.

Module 2

Unit 1 Arabic Prose in the Early Islamic Period.
Unit 2 The Qur’an

Unit 3 The Style of the Qur’an.

Module 3
Unit 4 Impact of Islam on Arabic Literature.
Unit 5 A Concluding Survey

Conclusion: Arabic Literature in the Early Islamic and Umayyad periods: A
General Survey.

Textbooks and References

Each unit contains a list of references and further reading. You are fortunate
that there is no dearth of materials on introduction to Arabic literature.
Almost any book of Arabic literature will contain the key points necessary
for an introductory course in literature like this. Such as the following
Arabic literary books:
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Try to get these materials and many others they are meant to deepen your
knowledge of the course.

Tutor Marked Assignments (TMAS)

In this file, you will find all the details of the work you must submit to your
tutor for marking. The marks obtained from these assignments will count
towards the final mark you obtain for this course. Further information on
assignments will be found in the assignment file itself.

Presentation Schedule

The presentation schedule gives you the important dates for the completion
of tutor-marked assignments and attending tutorials. Remember that you
must submit your assignments by the due date. Guard against falling behind
in your work.

Final Examination and Grading

At the end of the course, you will write a final examination which will
constitute 70% of your final grade. In the examination which shall last for
two hours, you will be requested to answer three questions out of at least
five questions.

Course Making Scheme

This table shows how the actual course making is broken down.

Assessment Marks

Assignments Four assignments, best three
marks of the four, counts at 30%



of course marks.

Final examination 70% of overall course marks.
Total 100% of course marks

How to Get the Most from This Course

In distance learning, the study units replace the university lecture. This is
one of the great advantages of distance learning; you can read and work
through specially designed study materials at your own pace, and at a time
and place that suits you best. Think of it as reading the lecture instead of
listening to the lecturer. In the same way a lecturer might give you some
reading to do, the study units tell you when to read, and which are your text
materials or set books. Each of the study units follows a common format.
The first item is an introduction to the subject matter of the unit, and how a
particular unit is integrated with the other units and the course as a whole.
Next to this is a set of learning objectives. These objectives let you know
what you should be able to do by the time you have completed the unit.
These learning objectives are meant to guide your study. The moment a unit
is finished, you must go back and see whether you have achieved the
objectives. If this is made a habit, then you will significantly improve your
chances of passing the course. The same body of the unit guides you through
the required reading from other sources. This will usually be either from
your set books or from a reading section.

The following is a practical strategy for working through the course. If you
run into any trouble, telephone your tutor. Remember that your tutor’s job is
to help you. When you need assistance, do not hesitate to call and ask your
tutor to provide it.

1. Read this course guide thoroughly, it is your first assignment.

2. Organize a study schedule. Design a ‘Course overview’ to guide you
through the course. Know the time you are expected to spend on each unit
and the assignments relating to the units. Important information, e.g. details
of your tutorials, and the date of the first day of the semester is available
from the study centre. You need to gather all the information in one place,
such as diary or a wall calendar. What ever method you choose to use, you
should decide on and write in your own dates and schedule of work for each
unit.



3. Once you have created your own study schedule, do every thing to stay
faithful to it. The major reason that students fail is that they get behind with
their course work. If you get into difficulty with your schedule, please, let
your tutor know before it is too late for help.

4. Turn to unit 1, and read the introduction and the objectives for the unit.

5. Assemble the study materials. You will need your set books and the unit
you are studying at the point in time.

6. Work through the unit. As you work through the unit, you will know what
sources to consult for further information.

7. Keep in touch with your study centre. Up-to-date course information will
be continuously available there.

8. Well before the relevant due date (about 4 weeks before due date), keep in
mind that you will learn a lot by doing the assignment carefully. They have
been designed to help you meet the objectives of the course and, therefore,
will help you pass the examination. Submit all assignment not later than the
due date.

9. Review the objectives for each study unit to confirm that you have
achieved them. If you feel unsure about any of the objectives, review the
study materials or consult your tutor.

10. When you are confident that you have achieved a unit’s objectives, you
can start in the next unit. Proceed unit by unit through the course and try to
pace your study so that you keep your self on schedule.

11. When you have submitted an assignment to your tutor for marking, do
not wait for its return before starting on the next unit. Keep to your schedule.
When the assignment is returned, pay particular attention to you\r tutor’s
comments, both on the tutor-marked assignment form and also the written
comments on the ordinary assignment.

12. After completing the last unit, review the course and prepare yourself for
the final; examination. Check that you have achieved the unit objectives
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(listed at the beginning of each unit) and the course objectives (listed in the
course Guide).

Tutors and Tutorials

The dates, times and locations of these tutorials will be made available to
you, together with the name, telephone number and the address of your tutor.
Each assignment will be marked by your tutor. Pay close attention to the
comments your tutor might make on your assignments. Reach your tutor on
or before the due date. Your tutorials are important; therefore try not to skip
any. It is an opportunity to meet your tutor and your fellow students. It is
also an opportunity to get the help of your tutor and discuss any difficulties
encountered on your reading.
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MODULE 1

UNIT 1 THE POETRY OF EARLY ISLAMIC PERIOD

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn about the meaning of Early Islamic period and
poets of the period who were mainly "Al-Mukhadraman™ i.e. those who
witnessed both Al-Jahiliyyah and early Islam periods. Basically, Al-
Mukhadramzn poets sang poetry in the Pre-Islamic period and continued
after the advent of Islam, in conformity with the new creed and orientation.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

* Know the Early Islamic Period and discuss the state of the poetry of the
Period.

* Discuss the themes of the poetry of the period.

* Understand the difference between the poetry of the Pre- and the early
Islamic periods.
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UNIT 2 Al-MUKHADRAMUN &2 3234 AND THEIR WORKS
1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn about some poets who witnessed both the
Jahiliyyah and Islam eras called Mukhadramin. They had started their
literary careers before the advent of Islam and they continued afterwards.
Some of them embraced Islam in Madinah while some embraced it after the
conquest of Makkah. Prominent among them are Hassan bn Thabit, Ka‘b bn
Malik, Ka‘b bn Zuhayr, ‘Abdullah bn Rawahah, al-Khansa', An-Nabighah
al-Ja‘dtr and several others.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

* Define the term Mukhadramun and those to whom it applies.

* Mention the names of the popular Mukhadramiin poets.

* Discuss the life and works of at least three of the leading Mukhadramiin
poets.
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MODULE 2

UNIT 1 ARABIC PROSE IN THE EARLY ISLAMIC PERIOD

1.0 INTRODUCTION
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In this unit, you will learn about the Arabic prose during the early Islamic
period. You will understand the major difference between the Arabic
prose of Al-Jahiliyya period and the Islamic period. You will also learn
about the earlier recording and compilation of the Qur’an, as well as its
style and power of oration.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

* Discuss the dimensions of Arabic prose in the early Islamic period.
* Understand the Qur'an as a divine literary piece.

» Understanding the style and structure of the Qur’an.
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UNIT 2 ARABIC PROSE IN THE EARLY ISLAMIC PERIOD

1.0INTRODUCTION

During the Jahiliyyah period, Arabic poetry had an edge over prose. This
was because majority of the people were illiterate and as such the art of
writing was at the lowest ebb. When Islam came, the Qur’an threw a big
challenge to them, to produce either a chapter or multiple chapters like those
within it, but they could not respond, and thus, the superiority of the Qur’an
over their oratory prowess was confirmed. The Holy Qur’an and the Hadith
of the prophet were later to have an everlasting impact on Arabic language
and literature. In this unit, you are expected to learn the influence of the
Holy Qur’an and the Hadith on Arabic language and literature during the
Early Islamic period.

2.00BJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

» Identify the factors responsible for the strength of Arabic prose during the
Early Islamic period.

* Discuss the influence of the Qur’an and the Hadith on Arabic language and
literature.
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UNIT 3 ORATORY IN THE EARLY ISLAMIC PERIOD

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Arabs were a people given to oratory. They took pride in powerful
oratory during the Jahiliyyah period. However, themes of their oration were
mainly social, covering topics such as addressing emissaries to Kkings,
conducting of marriage, counseling, proverbs and words of wisdom etc.
When Islam arrived, it introduced religious oratory in line with the needs of
the new society. It was used for calling people to the new religion as well as
for inciting the jihadists at the battle field. The oratory prowess of the
prophet himself, as well as that of his four Caliphs were a source of
inspiration to other orators of the Early Islamic period.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

* Identify the major themes of Arabic oratory during the Early Islamic
period.

* Identify factors responsible for the strength of Arabic oratory during the
period.

» Identify the distinctive features of Arabic poetry in the period.
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Unit4 ART OF WRITING IN THE EARLY ISLAMIC
PERIOD

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The art of writing was not popular during the Pre-Islamic period, giving to
the spread of illiteracy amongst the people. But when Islam came, it made
writing one of its cardinal points. The prophet himself had appointed a
number of professional scribes who were writing down the verses of the
Holy Qur’an as they were being revealed. He was also fond of writing letters
to the Kings inviting them to embrace the new religion. His Caliphs
continued with the practice of appointing writers after his death.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

« Identify the major development that Islam brought to literacy among the
Arabs in the Early Islamic period.
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* Identify the major themes of writing during the period.
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MODULE 3 - The Umayyad Period
Unit 1 — The Literary Life of the Umayyad Period

Introduction

You shall study in this unit the history of the Umayyad period, and the new
trends in the literary life of the Arabs in the period as well as the socio-
political and ideological influence on Arabic literature of the period.

Objectives
At the end of this unit, you are expected to identify the following:

* the deference between the literary life of the early Islamic and Umayyad
periods.

* the role of politics and political groups in the development of literature in period.
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Unit 2 — Arabic Poetry in the Umayyad Period

Introduction
In this unit, you shall learn about the development of Arabic

language during the Umayyah period. You shall be exposed to the
themes of Arabic poetry, such as political, praising, erotic, satiric
and descriptive poems. You will also study the factors that were
responsible for the new wave of development, including the spread
of Islam to the new lands and emergence of political groups.

Objectives
At the end of this unit, you would be acquainted with the

following:
* the new developments in the poetic themes in the Umayyad period.

* the significant role played by politics and political groups in those
developments.
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Unit 3: Oratory in the Umayyad Period

Introduction

The Umayyad rulers had made ascension to the throne hereditary, contrary
to what it used to be before their emergence, when it was through concession
(shura) among Muslims. This action was met with severe opposition from
various opposition groups, especially the Kharijites, the Shiites and the
Zubairids. It was a battle field between orators of these groups, who made
their oppositions their targets. You shall learn how this had greatly
contributed to the development of Arabic oratory during the period under
review.

Objectives

At the end of the unit, you are expected to know the following:

 factors that were responsible for the development of oratory during the
Umayyad period.

« types of oratory and the most prominent orators of the period.

« samples of oration from the period.
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Unit 4 Arts of Writing in the Umayyad Period

Introduction

You shall learn about factors that were responsible for the development and

spread of writing during this period, including the need for communication

between the Amir and the warlords in the battle field, the need for the clerics

to employ writers to record their sermons for them and the beginning of the

art of compilation of knowledge, starting with poems, news and biographies.

Objectives

At the end of the unit, you are expected to be conversant with the following:
» factors that were responsible for the renaissance of the arts of writing and
compilation of knowledge.

« the importance of the creation of office of letters (diwan al-rasail) during
the Umayyad period.

« the most prominent writers of the period.
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Unit 5
1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, we shall attempt to bring together all the salient points of the
subject we have been studying in the last eleven units. The subject covers
Arabic literature from the Early Islamic days till the fall of the Umayyad
Dynasty in the year 91 AH.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

* Discuss the main features of Arabic Literature in the Early Islamic period
and Umayyad Periods.

* Identify the new dimensions introduced into the Arabic literature in the
periods.
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