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INTRODUCTION

ARA428 Africa in Medieval Arabic Writing is a two-unit course
available in the First Semester of the 400 Level B.A. Arabic and
Literature Degree programme. It showcases works of Afro-Arabic
writers and trends in the Medieval period (Al-‘Usurul-lwustah). It also
exposes you to their (development) intellectual and literary
achievements (recorded through the intellectual and literary activities of
Afro-Arab people) during the era.

OBJECTIVES:

Based on the general aims stated earlier, there are some other objectives
mapped (maped) out for (YY) your success in this course. You are
expected to strive and work (had) hard. ( meaning that). At the end of
the course you should be able to:
a. know and explain the contributions made by Afro- Arab writers and
(scorlars) of the medieval period.
b. (Disscourse) Discuss the performances of the (scholars) writers of the
period of (Medieval period) in terms of publication.
c. Identify the strength and extention Arabic Writings of the period.
d. Give an account of the (Excellent) major literary works of this era.
CONTENT:
The general aim of this course is to give you (the) an overview of the
(historical) archivements and (let know) their contributions of (made by)
Afro - Arab writers of the medieval period (Al‘Usurul-Wustah or Al-
Qurunul- Wustah) to Arabic literary heritage. It also (brings) provides
ample information on the innovation brought into the field by the Arabs
(to you how Inovated and) as well as how (connected are the) African
Arabic Writers came to be connected with the Arabian peninsular and
with their counterparts in Spain. (and) The course equally (also those in
Spain, discursing also the) gives information on scholars who emerged
at that time especially those who specialized in various sub-fields of




Arabic such as (reas of) Grammar, Literature, Rhetoric, etc. (provided
prominent examples of Poets, who demonstrated expertise in their
profession). Prominent (Medieval period Arabic scholars mentioned,
include) among them were Ibn Batuta, Al-Bakri and al-Yaqut. The
course also provides (study includes) some examples of the literary
productions of the period as well as the biographical notes on the literary
writers of the (celebrities of the scholarship of this) period as well as
their contributions to (the (literature and) Arabic civilization (in Arabic).
Conclusion:
Africa Arabic Writing in the medieval Era : A General Survey.
Textbooks and References
Each unit of this course contains a list of references and further reading.
The following textbooks are among the useful references for Africa
Arabic Writing in the medieval Era.

SUMMARY:
There are Fifteen Units in this course and each one (unit) has clearly
stated objectives which must be read and understood. (before embarking
upon studying it). Keep these objectives in mind as you go through the
units. However, the overall aims of this course include:
I. To introduce you to the history of the Arabs (people) during the period
of decadence.
I1.To give you an insight about the situation of Arabic scholars in the
postclassical period.
11i.To expose you to the books and Arabic literary works produced by
Arab literary writers of Medieval period (Al-Usurul-lwustah).
Iv.To prepare you for further studies in Arabic literature of the medieval
period.
Tutor Marked Assignments (TMAS)
In this file, you will find all the details of the work you must submit to
your tutor for marking. The marks obtained from these assignments will



count towards the final mark you obtain for this course. Further
information on assignments will be found in the assignment file itself.
Presentation Schedule
The presentation schedule gives you the important dates for the
completion of tutor-marked assignments and )attending( attendance of
tutorials. Remember that you must submit your assignments on the due
dates. Guard against falling behind in your work.
Final Examination and Grading
At the end of the course, you will write a final examination which will
constitute 70% of your final grade. In the examination which shall last
for two and half hours, you will be requested to answer four questions
out of at least five questions.
Course Making Scheme
This table shows how the actual course making is broken down.
Assessment Mark
Assignments Four assignments, best three marks of
the four, counts at 30% of course marks.
Final examination 70% of overall course marks.
Total 100% of course marks

How to get the most from this course
In distance learning, the study units replace the university lecture. This
is one of the great advantages of distance learning; you can read and
work through specially designed study materials at your own pace, and
at a time and place that suits you best. Think of it as reading the lecture
instead of listening to the lecturer. In the same way a lecturer might give
you some reading to do. The study units tell you when to read, and
which are your text materials or set books. Each of the study units
follows a common format. The first item is an introduction to the subject
matter of the unit, and how a particular unit is integrated to the other
units and the course as a whole. Next to this is a set of learning



objectives. These objectives let you know what you should be able to do
by the time you have completed the unit. These learning objectives are
meant to guide your study. The moment a unit is finished, you must go
back and see whether you have achieved the objectives. If this is made a
habit, then you will significantly improve your chances of passing the
course. The same body of the unit guides you through the required
reading from other sources. This will usually be either from your set
books or from a reading section.

The following is a practical strategy for working through the course. If
you run into any trouble, telephone your tutor. Remember that your
tutor’s job is to help you. When you need assistance, do not hesitate to
call and ask your tutor to provide it.

1. Read this course guide thoroughly; it is your first assignment.

2. Organize a study schedule. Design a ‘Course overview’ to guide
you through the course. Know the time you are expected to spend on
each unit and the assignments relating to the units. Important
information, e.g. details of your tutorials, and the date of the first day of
the semester is available from the study centre. You need to gather all
the information in one place, such as diary or a wall calendar. Whatever
method you choose to use, you should decide on and write in your own
dates and schedule of work for each unit.

3. Once you have created your own study schedule, do everything to
stay faithful to it. The major reason why students fail is because they get
behind with their course work. If you get into difficulty with your
schedule, please, let your tutor know before it is too late for help.

4. Turn to unit 1, and read the introduction and the objectives for the
unit.

5. Assemble the study materials. You will need your set books and
the unit you are studying at a point in time.



6. Work through the unit. As you work through the unit, you will
know what sources to consult for further information.

7. Keep in touch with your study centre. Up-to-date course
information will be continuously available there.

8. Well before the scheduled due dates (about 4 weeks before due
dates), keep in mind that you will learn a lot by doing the assignments
carefully. They have been designed to help you meet the objectives of
the course and, therefore, will help you pass the examination. Submit all
assignments not later than the due dates.

9. Review the objectives for each study unit to confirm that you have
achieved them. If you feel unsure about any of the objectives, review the
study materials or consult your tutor.

10. When you are confident that you have achieved a unit’s objectives,
you can start in the next unit. Proceed unit by unit through the course
and try to pace your study so that you keep yourself on schedule.

11. When you have submitted an assignment to your tutor for marking,
do not wait for its return before starting on the next unit. Keep to your
schedule. When the assignment is returned, pay particular attention to
you\r tutor’s comments, both on the tutor-marked assignment form and
also the written comments on the ordinary assignment.

12. After completing the last unit, review the course and prepare
yourself for the final examination. Check that you have achieved the unit
objectives (listed at the beginning of each unit) and the course objectives
(listed in the course Guide).

Tutors and Tutorials

The dates, times and locations of these tutorials will be made available
to you, together with the name, telephone number and the address of
your tutor. Each assignment will be marked by your tutor. Pay close
attention to the comments your tutor might make on your assignments.
Reach your tutor on or before the due date. Your tutorials are important.



Therefore, try not to skip any. It is an opportunity to meet your tutor and
your fellow students. It is also an opportunity to get the help of your
tutor and discuss any difficulties encountered on your reading.

Summary

This course introduces you to Arabic Literature in the post classical
period. It gives you an insight into the political and historical life of
Arab during the decadence period, functions of literature during the
period, publications and literary works of the scholars and literary
figures of the period as well as their life history.

There are fifteen study units in this course. This is further broken
into three modules (in the simple method). You have to patiently
work through these to benefit maximally from the course.

Course materials

Major components of this course are:

1. Course Guide

2. Study Units

3. Textbooks

4. Assessments file

5. Presentation schedule.
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Try to get these materials and many others. They are meant to deepen
your knowledge of the course .
We wish you a successful study
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UNIT 1: INTRODUCTION TO THE AFRICA IN MEDIEVAL
ARABIC WRITING

CONTENT

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Content

3.1 An introduction to the Usurul Wustah
4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 Tutor Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Reading .

1.0 INTRODUCTION
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MEDIEVAL Era in Arabic literature namely ‘Alusurul-lwustah and “In
this unit, you will learn about the deffination of Medieval Period, You
will also learn about Algeria goegraphicaly, historicaly, Socialy and
politicaly.With examples of literature Texts and their writers, and
samething about morocco, while at the end some exercises with
Questions will be provided, at the end refferencies will be mentioned

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to :

. Diffine the Term Usurul-lwustah

. Explain the diversity of Arab life during the period (people at this
time .

. Examine the life of Arab under the Roman Empire.
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"Middle Ages" Dictionary.com (e b gl 5 a8 sa Ao 2017 saadsw 5 4da daa 43,
Mommsen "Petrarch's Conception of the 'Dark Ages™ Speculum pp. 236-237 Singman Daily
Life p. X

Knox "History of the Idea of the Renaissance" G b ()5 gl se (e 2016 pensd 12 4da i das,
Bruni History of the Florentine people p. xvii Miglio "Curial Humanism" Interpretations of
Renaissance Humanism p. 112

Albrow Global Age p. 205

Murray "Should the Middle Ages Be Abolished?" Essays in Medieval Studies p. 4

Flexner (ed.) Random House Dictionary p. 1194

See the titles of Watts Making of Polities Europe 1300-1500 or Epstein Economic History of
Later Medieval Europe 1000-1500 or the end date used in Holmes (ed.) Oxford History of
Medieval Europe
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