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INTRODUCTION

ARA427 West African Arabic Lliterature is three-unit course available in the second
semester of 400L for B.A. Arabic and Literature Degree programme in this University
NOUN. It explains to you the History of Arabic Literature in the West Africa and some of
the prominent scholars of this region as well as their literary works. It also treated topics
such as the spread of Arabic Language in West Africa and the role of Nigerian scholars in
authenticating Nigerian Manuscripts.

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN IN THIS COURSE

The general aim of this course is to introduce you to the history of the beginning of the
study of Arabic language in West Africa, the Caliphate of Fudio. It will also expose you to
the life and history of some erudite Arabic scholars in Nigeria like; Sheikh Usman bin
Fudio and his brother Abdullahi Bin Fudio, Sheikh Wazeer Junaid, Sheikh Adam
Abdullahi Al-llory among others with sample from their literary works. You will be made
acquainted with topics such as: the status of Arabic Language in West Africa, Factors
responsible for the spread of Arabic Language in West Africa, the role of Arabic Education
in the spread of Arabic Language, Arabic schools in Nigeria, the role of Arabic teachers in
the spread of Arabic Language in West Africa, and the problems of Arabic Language in
Nigeria with special focus at Nigerian Educational Curriculum.

COURSE AIMS

There are fourteen units in this course and each unit has clearly stated objectives which
must be read before embarking upon studying it. Keep these objectives in mind as you go
through the units. However, the overall aims of this course include:

i To introduce you to the meaning and scope of West Africa.

ii. To give you an insight into Bin Fudio Caliphate which is the most Islamic
empire in West Africa.

iii. To expose you to some exceptional Arabic scholars in West Africa.

iv. To explain to you some of Arabic works written by scholar of West Africa.

V. To prepare you for further studies in Arabic literature in West Africa.

Vi. To enlighten you about the struggle of Africans in learning Arabic.

vii.  To familiarize you with the negative stance of Colonialism towards Arabic
and Islamic studies

viii.  To acquaint you to the reason for inclination of Africans to Arabic Colonia
Languages.

ix To familiarizing you to factors responsible for the spread of Arabic in West Africa
X To presenting to some Arabic Manuscript

X1  To create awareness about the problems affecting the spread of Arabic



COURSE OBJECTIVES

Based on the general aims stated earlier, there are some objectives for this course that are
set out. Your success in this course depends on your meeting these objectives, because it
is only then that we can say that you have achieved the aims of the course. Therefore, on
your successful completion of this course, you should be able to:

Discuss the geographical location of West Africa.

Explain the countries in West Africa.

Identify some Arabic societies in West Africa.

Appraise prominent scholars in West Africa.

Evaluate some Arabic works of the scholars of West Africa>

Enlist the factors responsible for the Spread of Arabic Language in West Africa
Describe roles plaid by Arabic Education in the spread of Arabica in West Africa
Express the role of Arabic schools Nigeria in this contest.

Appreciate the authentication of Arabic manuscripts by Nigerian authors

Expose the problems of Arabic Language in Nigeria.
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WORKING THROUGH THIS COURSE

There are fourteen study units in this course broken into four modules. They are not too
bulky for study. You have to patiently work through these to benefit maximally from the
course.

Course materials

Major components of this course are:
1. Course Guide

2. Study Units

3. Textbooks

4. Assessments file

5. Presentation schedule.

Study Units Anl Al s )
The breakdown of the 18 units is as follows:
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Unit 2: Historical background of Arabic Learning in West Africa
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Conclusion: West African Arabic Literature: A General Survey.
Textbooks and References

Each unit of this course contains a list of references and further reading. The following
textbooks are among the useful references for Drama in Modern Arabic Literature:
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- AN UNFAMILIAR GUEST IN A FAMILIAR HOUSEHOLD ARABIC AND ISLAMIC
STUDIES IN HONOUR OF ISAAC ADEJOJU OGUNBIYI, EDITED BY AMIDU SANNI

Try to get these materials and many others. They are meant to deepen your knowledge of
the course.

Tutor Marked Assignments (TMAS)

In this file, you will find all the details of the work you must submit to your tutor for
marking. The marks obtained from these assignments will count towards the final mark
you obtain for this course. Further information on assignments will be found in the
assignment file itself.

Presentation Schedule

The presentation schedule gives you the important dates for the completion of tutor-marked
assignments and attending tutorials. Remember that you must submit your assignments on
the due dates. Guard against falling behind in your work.

Final Examination and Grading

At the end of the course, you will write a final examination which will constitute 70% of
your final grade. In the examination which shall last for two and half hours, you will be
requested to answer four questions out of at least five questions.

Course Making Scheme

This table shows how the actual course making is broken down.

Assessment Marks

Assignments Four assignments, best three marks of
the four, counts at 30% of course
marks.

Final examination 70% of overall course marks.

Total 100% of course marks

How to Get the Most from this course
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In distance learning, the study units replace the university lecture. This is one of the great
advantages of distance learning; you can read and work through specially designed study
materials at your own pace, and at a time and place that suits you best. Think of it as reading
the lecture instead of listening to the lecturer. In the same way a lecturer might give you
some reading to do. The study units tell you when to read, and which are your text materials
or set books. Each of the study units follows a common format. The first item is an
introduction to the subject matter of the unit, and how a particular unit is integrated to the
other units and the course as a whole. Next to this is a set of learning objectives. These
objectives let you know what you should be able to do by the time you have completed the
unit. These learning objectives are meant to guide your study. The moment a unit is
finished, you must go back and see whether you have achieved the objectives. If this is
made a habit, then you will significantly improve your chances of passing the course. The
same body of the unit guides you through the required reading from other sources. This
will usually be either from your set books or from a reading section.

The following is a practical strategy for working through the course. If you run into any
trouble, telephone your tutor. Remember that your tutor’s job is to help you. When you
need assistance, do not hesitate to call and ask your tutor to provide it.

1. Read this course guide thoroughly, it is your first assignment.

2. Organize a study schedule. Design a ‘Course overview’ to guide you through the course.
Know the time you are expected to spend on each unit and the assignments relating to the
units. Important information, e.g. details of your tutorials, and the date of the first day of
the semester is available from the study center. You need to gather all the information in
one place, such as diary or a wall calendar. Whatever method you choose to use, you should
decide on and write in your own dates and schedule of work for each unit.

3. Once you have created your own study schedule, do everything to stay faithful to it. The
major reason why students fail is because they get behind with their course work. If you
get into difficulty with your schedule, please, let your tutor know before it is too late for
help.

4. Turn to unit 1, and read the introduction and the objectives for the unit.

5. Assemble the study materials. You will need your set books and the unit you are studying
at a point in time.

6. Work through the unit. As you work through the unit, you will know what sources to
consult for further information.

7. Keep in touch with your study Centre. Up-to-date course information will be
continuously available there.

8. Well before the scheduled due dates (about 4 weeks before due dates), keep in mind that
you will learn a lot by doing the assignments carefully. They have been designed to help
you meet the objectives of the course and, therefore, will help you pass the examination.
Submit all assignments not later than the due dates.
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9. Review the objectives for each study unit to confirm that you have achieved them. If you
feel unsure about any of the objectives, review the study materials or consult your tutor.

10. When you are confident that you have achieved a unit’s objectives, you can start in the
next unit. Proceed unit by unit through the course and try to pace your study so that you
keep yourself on schedule.

11. When you have submitted an assignment to your tutor for marking, do not wait for its
return before starting on the next unit. Keep to your schedule. When the assignment is
returned, pay particular attention to you\r tutor’s comments, both on the tutor-marked
assignment form and also the written comments on the ordinary assignment.

12. After completing the last unit, review the course and prepare yourself for the final
examination. Check that you have achieved the unit objectives (listed at the beginning of
each unit) and the course objectives (listed in the course Guide).

Tutors and Tutorials

The dates, times and locations of these tutorials will be made available to you, together
with the name, telephone number and the address of your tutor. Each assignment will be
marked by your tutor. Pay close attention to the comments your tutor might make on your
assignments. Reach your tutor on or before the due date. Your tutorials are important.
Therefore, try not to skip any. It is an opportunity to meet your tutor and your fellow
students. It is also an opportunity to get the help of your tutor and discuss any difficulties
encountered on your reading.

Summary

This course introduces you to the study of Arabic literature in West Africa. It gives you an
insight into the meaning, geographical location and the countries in west Africa. It also
introduces you to some Arabic scholars in west Africa as well as some of their outstanding
works.

Wishing you a successful study.

UNIT 1: INTRODUCTION TO WEST AFRICA
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UNIT 2: BEGINNING OF ARABIC LEARNING IN
WEST AFRICA

COURSE CONTENT

UNIT 3: ISLAMIC CALIPHATE OF BIN FUDI

Unit 4 Wi 81 i@ (2 4 ad) dadl) Ailse

UNIT 5 Lk 8 qu e (B Ay ) dall) JLESH Jage

UNIT 6 L8] e (B A pal) Aall) i A el aledl) g

UNIT7 b o daadlaal) Ay jal) ABLELY) adalt g jlaa

UNIT 8 L 8) o B Asadlal) A o) QBN 3 b Cpaalnal) g0

UNIT 1: INTRODUCTION TO WEST AFRICA
CONTENT
1.1 Introduction
1.2 Leaning Outcome
1.3 Main Content
1.3.1 Scope of West Africa
1.3:2 Countries in West Africa
1.3:3 Traditional Civilization in West Africa
1.4 Self-Assessment Exercises
1.5  Conclusion
1.6 Summary
1.7  References/Further Reading.
1.8  Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Execises
1.1 INTRODUCTION

This is the first unit of the course of West African Arabic literature. In this unit you will
learn about geographical location of West Africa and the countries that constitutes this part
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of the world. The traditional culture and civilization of West Africa will also be introduced
to you in the unit.

1.2 LEARNING OUTCOME

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

* Discuss the geographical location of West Africa.
« Identify the countries under West Africa.

« Evaluate the culture and civilization of the people of West Africa.

1.3 CONTENT alad) ¢y gaaall
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Al Ly @b ahe 1
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5:0 CONCLUSION 40l .5

West Africa is one the division of the Africa continent. It includes some countries like
Ghana, Mali, Niger, Senegal and Nigeria. The people of West Africa were very civilized
and they had way of living and inculcating knowledge to their generation before the advent
of Europe.

60 SUMMARY LAl 6

In this Unit, you have learnt the geographical location of West Africa and the population
of the people of this setting, you have also known about the countries situated under West
Africa as well as the life and culture of the people in this milieu.
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7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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UNIT 2: BEGINNING OF ARABIC LEARNING IN WEST AFRICA
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CONTENT
2.1  Introduction
2.2 Leaning Outcome
2.3 Main Content
2.3.1 Origin of Arabic learning in West Africa
2.3.2 Impact of ancient scholars on Arabic learning in West Africa
2.4 Self-Assessment Exercises
2.5  Conclusion
26  Summary
2.7  References/Further Reading.

2.8  Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Execises

2.1 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn about the beginning of Arabic learning in West Africa, and some
of the scholar responsible for the earlier study of Arabic learning in this Area as well as
their roles along the line.

2.2 LEARNING OUTCOME

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

* Discuss the origin of Arabic study in West Africa.

« Identify the scholars responsible for the emergence of Arabic study in West africa.

» Appraise the roles of early Arabic scholars towards the establishment of Arabic
institutions in West Africa.
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Arabic learning is the first knowledge known by the people of West Africa, it was
introduced to the people of the region trough Islam that compelled them to know some
Arabic words and reading from holy Quran before they can perform their canonical and
saying some supplications. Scholars established Arabic schools for study Quran while
some of them used to migrate from one society to another because of this purpose.

-

2.6 SUMMARY duadlAll
In this Unit, you have learnt history of commencement of Arabic learning in West Africa;
through establishment of Quranic schools in various societies for teaching Quran and
rudimentary Arabic books. You have also learnt the impact of the earlier Arabic scholars
who used to move from one society to another for dissemination of Islam and its thoughts,

such as Imam Magili and Sayuti before the advent of Caliphate of Bin Fudio in Northern
part of Nigeria who was catered mostly for Arabic learning in the West Africa as whole.
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2.7 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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2.8  Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Execises
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3.2 Leaning Outcome
3.3 Main Content
3.3.1 Bin Fudio Islamic Caliphate
3.4 Self-Assessment Exercises
3.5  Conclusion
3.6  Summary
3.7  References/Further Reading.

3.8  Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Execises

3.1 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn about the emergence of Caliphate of Bin Fudio in the Northern
part of Nigeria and the major roles of the scholars of the period in spreading Arabic learning
not only in Nigeria but also in the West Africa as whole.

3.2 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
* Discuss the meaning and scope of Caliphate of Bin Fudio in Nigeria.

« Identify the roles of the scholars of Caliphate of Bin Fudio in spreading Arabic learning
in Nigeria.

* recognize some scholars of Caliphate of Bin Fudio.
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CONCLUSION AlAl
3.5

Caliphate of Bin Fudio was a big Islamic government in West Africa; it was established by
Sheik Usman bin Muhammad Fudio with support of his younger brother Abdullahi bin
fudio and his children. This administration catered for Arabic and Islamic learning and
produced many scholars who published various Islamic and Arabic books in various field
of learning, prominent scholars of this period were Sheik Usman bin Fudio, Abdullahi bin

fudio and Muhammad Ballo bin Usman.

-

36 SUMMARY AuadAll

In this Unit, you have learnt the meaning of Caliphate of Bin Fudio as one of big Islamic
Empires in West Africa. You have also known the scholars of this period as well as their
contributions towards the propagation of Islam ad its thought in west Africa.
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3.8 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Execises
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4.5  Reference/ Further Readings
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MODULE 2

ARABIC ~ SCHOLARS INGisa 2 dmpall 4l elade
NIGERIA
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UNIT 1: Sheikh Usman and Sheikh Abdullah bin Fudio
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UNIT 2: Sheikh Wazeer Junaid and Sheikh Adam Abdullahi Al-lloriy
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UNIT 4: Professor ‘Ali Naibi Suaid and Professor Isaac Ogubiyi
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UNIT 1: SHEIKH USMAN AND SHEIKH ABDULLAH BIN FUDIO
CONTENT

1.1 Introduction

1.2 Leaning Outcome

1.3 Main Content

.13.1 Life and publications of Sheik Usman bin Fudio
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.13.2 Life and publications of Sheik Abdullahi bin Fudio
1.4 Self-Assessment Exercises
1.5  Conclusion
1.6 Summary
1.7  References/Further Reading.
1.8  Possible Answers to Self-Assement Exercises
1.1 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn about the life and history of two of erudite Arabic scholars in
Nigeria in persons of Sheikh Usman bin Fudio and his brother Sheikh Abdullahi bin Fudio.
The impacts of the both Scholars toward the development of Arabic learning and literature
will be introduced to you as well as their publications.

1.2 LEARNING OUTCOME
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
* Discuss the life and history of Sheikh Usman bin Fudio and Abdullahi bin Fodio.

« Identify the impacts and roles of Sheikh Usman bin Fudio and Abdullahi bin Fodio
towards Arabic language and literature in Nigeria.

« Appraise the works of Sheikh Usman bin Fudio and Abdullahi bin Fudio in Arabic
language and literature.
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15 CONCLUSION ZOVIENY
Sheikh Usman and Sheikh Abdullahi ware born to Sheikh Muhammad Fudio, both of them
ware highly respected Islamic Scholars in Nigeria, they strived for the development of
Islam and disseminating of Arabic language and literature not only in Nigeria but in the

West Africa as whole. They produced several books that are serving as the source of Arabic
and literary books in West Africa at large.

-~

1.6 SUMMARY AadAll

In this unit, you have learnt about the life and history of Sheikh Usman bin Fudio and
Sheikh Abdullahi bin Fudio as erudite Arabic scholars in Nigeria. You also learnt the
impacts of the both Scholars toward the development of Arabic language and its literature
in Nigeria.
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UNIT 2: SHEIK WAZIR JUNAID AND SHEIK ADAM ABDULLAH AL-ILORY
CONTENT
2.1 Introduction
2.2 Leaning Outcome
2.3 Main Content
2.3.1 Life and history of Sheik Wazir Junaid
2.3:2 Life and publications of Sheik Adam Abdullah Al-lloriy
2.4 Self-Assessment Exercises
2.5  Conclusion
26  Summary
2.7 References/Further Reading.
2.8 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Exercises

2.1 INTRODUCTION
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In this unit, you will learn about the life and history of another two exceptional Arabic
scholars in Nigeria in persons of Sheikh Wazir Junaid and Sheikh Adam Abdullahi Al-
llory. The roles of the both Scholars toward the development of Arabic study and literature
will be introduced to you as well as their publications in Arabic language and literature.

2.2 LEARNING OUTCOME
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
* Discuss the life and history of Sheikh Wazir Junaid and Sheikh Adam Abdullahi Al-llory.

* ldentify the impacts and roles of Sheikh Wazir Junaid and Sheikh Adam Abdullahi Al-
llory towards Arabic language and literature in Nigeria.

* Appraise the works of Sheikh Wazir Junaid and Sheikh Adam Abdullahi Al-llory in
Arabic language and literature.
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CONCLUSION EOEN|
25

Sheikh Wazir Junaid and Sheikh Adam Abdullahi Al-llory ware referred Arabic Scholars
in Nigeria, they influenced Arabic teaching and learning in the country and beyond. They
had several publications in Arabic and literary fields, their books are the major such for the
study of Arabic and literature in West Africa.

-~

26 SUMMARY AadAll

In this unit, you have learnt about the life and history of Sheikh Wazir Junaid and Sheikh
Adam Abdullahi Al-llory as outstanding Arabic scholars in Nigeria. You also learnt the
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impacts of the Scholars in the field of Arabic language and its literature in Nigeria as well
as their publication in the area.
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UNIT 3: Dr. ALIYU ABUBAKAR AND SHEIKH MUSTAPHA SUNUSI ZAGLUL
CONTENT
3.1  Introduction
3.2 Leaning Outcome
3.3 Main Content

3.3.1 Life and history of Dr ‘Ali Abubakar

3.3:2 Life and history of Sheik Mustafa Zuglul

3.4 Self-Assessment Exercises
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3.5  Conclusion
3.6  Summary
3.7  References/Further Reading.

3.8 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Exercises

3.1 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn about the life and history of another two prominent Arabic
scholars in Nigeria in persons of Dr ‘Ali Abubakar and Sheikh Mustafa Zuglul As-Sanusiy.
The roles of the both Scholars toward the progress of Arabic language and literature will
be introduced to you as well as their publications in Arabic language and literature.

3.2 LEARNING OUTCOME
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
* Discuss the life and history of Dr ‘Ali Abubakar and Sheikh Mustafa Zuglul As-Sanusiy.

* Identify the roles of Dr ‘Ali Abubakar and Sheikh Mustafa Zuglul As-Sanusiy towards
development of Arabic language and literature.

* Appraise the works of Dr Ali Abubakar and Sheikh Mustafa Zuglul As-Sanusiy in Arabic
language and literature.
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CONCLUSION EOEN|
35

Dr ‘Ali Abubakar and Sheikh Mustafa Zuglul As-Sanusiy ware outstanding Arabic
Scholars in Nigeria, the first served as academician in several tertiary institutions in Nigeria
while the second was the proprietor of a renowned Islamic and Arabic citadel of learning
in Lagos State. They both had several publications in Arabic and its literature which are
used for the learning Arabic and literature in Nigeria and beyond.

-~

3.6 SUMMARY AadAll
In this unit, you have learnt about the life and history of Dr ‘Ali Abubakar and Sheikh
Mustafa Zuglul As-Sanusiy as another prominent Arabic Scholars in Nigeria. You also

learnt the impacts of the Scholars in the field of Arabic language and its literature in Nigeria
as well as their works in the area.
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3.7 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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UNIT 4: PROFESSOR ‘ALI NAIBI SUWAID AND PROFESSOR ISAAC
OGUNBIYI

CONTENT

4.1  Introduction

4.2 Leaning Outcome

4.3  Main Content
4.3.1 Life and history of Professor Naibi Suwaid
4.3.2 Life and history of Professor Isaac Ogunbiyi

4.4  Self-Assessment Exercises

4.5  Conclusion

46  Summary

4.7  References/Further Reading.

4.8 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Exercises

4.1 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn about the life and history of two Arabic Academic scholars in
Nigerian University; Professor Naibi Suwaid and Professor Isaac Ogunbiyi. The impacts
of the both Scholars toward the development of Arabic language and literature in Nigerian
Universities will be introduced to you and their publications in Arabic language and
literature.

4.2 LEARNING OUTCOME
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At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
* Discuss the life and history of Professor Naibi Suwaid and Professor Isaac Ogunbiyi.

« Identify the impacts and roles of Professor Naibi Suwaid and Professor Isaac Ogunbiyi
in promoting Arabic language and literature in Nigeria.

« Appraise the works of Professor Naibi Suwaid and Professor Isaac Ogunbiyi in the field
of Arabic language and literature.
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45 CONCLUSION 4.alAl)

Professor Naibi Suwaid and Professor Isaac Ogunbiyi ware outstanding Arabic
Academicians in Nigeria, they both served as University dons and published many
outstanding Arabic works for development and spreading of Arabic and its literature in
Nigeria.
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46 SUMMARY

AadAl)

In this unit, you have learnt about the life and history of Professor Naibi Suwaid and
Professor Isaac Ogunbiyi as outstanding Arabic Academician in Nigeria. You also learnt

the roles of the two professors in the learning and teaching Arabic language and its
literature in Nigeria and their works.
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4.7 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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- AN UNFAMILIAR GUESTIN A FAMILIAR HOUSEHOLD ARABIC AND ISLAMIC
STUDIES IN HONOUR OF ISAACADEJOJU OGUNBIYI, edited by AMIDU SANNI

4.8 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Exercises
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