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INTRODUCTION

Agricultural Extension is very important in digs@ation of
Introduction on innovation anewtechnologiedo the clientele.lt
is important to improve farmer’s method of production and
enhance farnoutput.

In order toaccomplishthe above, it igmportantto understand
the philosophy of Extenson Education. This deals with the
foundationupon which extension activities are based.islthe
propelling forces that determine why certain adi@are taken; it is
related to nature of human life anduides behaviourThe basic
philosophyis to help farmersto help themselvesin the
identification and finding solution to the problemos his farm and
home.

Principles of agricultural extension involveethactors that guide
the activities of Agricultural Extension and how decisions are
taken.

The principles propel extension activities gmgrammeswvhich
are planned to motivatethe farmersto adopt the introduced
technologies.This involves understandingf the scope of
agricultural extension itself, so that there coulde deep
understanding of the roles expected from all thoke are involved
in extension activities.

THE COURSE

This course guide tells you briefly what érgpect fromreading
this material.The study of principles of Agricultural extension is
not only of academic importance, but it is thesibaof our
understandingand appreciationof the principles that guides
information disseminatiorio the clienteles.Studying principles

of Agricultural is line studying agricultural productionsn its
entirety. This is because adoptionf new technology involves

a lot of socio-psychologicaprocess. There are different stages of
adoption, however, all hinges on the method antirtepies utilized

in introducing the innovations to the farmers.

The course started with theaunderstandingof meaning of
extension. This is becausadequate knowledgef the meaning
of agricultural extensiomelps tounderstandvhat principles of
Agricultural extensionentails. The scope andbjectives of
Agricultural extensiorare alsodiscussed. This is to provide the
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required understanding of limitations of agriouvhl extension
process.

In Nigeria, funding of agricultural extensiors basically from the
various tiers ofgovernmentThe country still operates a Public
extension system, therefore government plays dgmt role in
agricultural extension. The various roles of goveemt in providing
the required technical aneconomic serviceso the farmers.It
also emphasized conditionghat are required for the
development of effective agricultural extensionveess.

The course emphasize the importance of the ple€i of starting
where the people are, wtilieclientele should determine their own
problems and find desirable solution to the peois. The
principle of interest and need was alsdiscussedand while
mutual trust and respect akeyfactors in Agricultural extension.

Agricultural extension work is voluntary and lodalders are also
involved. This is to enahance locaparticipationin decision
making and sustainsthe technologythat is being utilized.
Extension also involves working with the whole f&mas all the
members are critical to effective agricultural puoton.

The wuse of subject matterspecialistand various teaching
methodscannot be underscoredn extensionwork. This is to
help farmers in solving their production problemsand
effective understanding of what they are learning.

The course discussed the characteristics of exiensigents and
their roles. The extension agents are the key p@edoin extension
work. It is therefore important to have a deep usténding of their
roles and requirements for such position.

Extension work requires effective communicatiowork. The

elements of Agriculturalextensioncommunicationdetermine the
teaching methods to be used and approachesxtémsion work.

The ultimate is to have effective and extension programme
for increasedevel of farmersproduction.

COURSE AIMS

The aim of thiscourseis very simple. The courseaims to
provide an understanding andppreciation of principles of
Agricultural Extension in propelling effective aguiltural extension
process.
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COURSE OBJECTIVES

In addition to the aims above, this course set thiewve some

objectives. After going through this course youwddoe able to:

+ Understandthe meaningof Agricultural Extensionand
the role of governmentn Agricultural Extension.

i+ Distinguished between Agricultural Extension afamal
education.

+ Understand the principles of agricultural emdion as it
relates to operational modalities of extension.

+ Define and know the roles of Extension agentsgricultural
extension work.

+ Know the communication principlegnd its relationship
with Agricultural extensiomwork.

WORKING THROUGH THE COURSE

The course requires that you spend quality timeetx the content.
The content of this material is comprehensive aerduires you
spending good time to study it. This accounts Fa gjreat effort put
into its development in the attempt to make it veeadable and
comprehensible.

Nevertheless, the effort required of you is s&hdentious. | would
advice that you avail yourself thepportunity to attendingthe

tutorial session whergou would have theopportunity of

comparing knowledge with your peers.

THE COURSE MATERIAL

You will be provided with the following material€ourse guide
Study Units In addition, the course comeswith a list of
recommended textbooks whi¢houh are not compulsoryfor
you to acquireor indeedread, arenecessaryas supplements
to the coursematerials.

STUDY UNITS

The following are the study units/modules containedhis course:

Module 1  The meaning of Agricultural Extension.

Module 2  The principles of Agricultural ExtensigRart 1 - 3)

Module 3  The Extension agent and Rural Communitsnmasing
of 5 Units

Module 4 Communication principles and stages.

\Y
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The first module consists of 5 units. This involvidge meaning of
extension. It furthers discuss the scope of Agtigal extension and
the need for Agricultural extension in overall agdiural
development in Nigeria.

The second moduleintroducesthe principles of Agricultural
Extension. The five wunits inthe module discussed twelve
extension principles. The first principles alissed the need to
startextension work at the level where the farmers are.

In module 3, the concept of extension agent andlraommunity
was introduced. In the unit, you will learn abolu¢ textension agents
and rural community what rural community entailsdatheir
characteristics. The issue of development of rw@nmunities in
Nigeria was also discussed.

In module 4, you will be exposed to communicatiom@ples and
stages. It contains elements of Agricultural Exsten
communicationand group approach to extensi@ommunication.
You will also learn that contribution of communities’ metkas the
best in extension work and that the communities altilize oral
media method of communication.

TEXT BOOKS

The following textbooks are recommended for furthesading:

Rolling N (1997) Extension Role in Sustainablagricultural
Development in Improving Agricultural Extension. A
reference Manual FAO Rome.

William SKT, Fenlay T. M. andWilliams C.C: A manual for
Agricultural Exenson Workers in Nigeria. Les. Shyraden
Press, Ibadan Nigeria.

World Bank 1990: Agricultural Extension: The nexttep.
Washington D. C. De wilde J. C. : Tropical Africdohn
Hopkins Univeristy Press.

Food and Agricultural Organisation: Improving Agricultural
Extension- A refrenceManual. Rome.

Olayide S. O.,0OgunfoworaD: Essay S)daahabdr. (1985):

Elementsof Rurd Economics.Scot Allan & Co Essex.
Endand.

Vii
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ASSESSM ENT

There are two components of assessment for thisseou

The Tutor Marked Assignment (TMA) and the end ofurse
examination.

TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

The TMA is the continous assessment component af gourse. It
accounts for 30% of the total score. You will bgegp 4 TMA’s to
answer. Three of these must be answered beforeareallowed

to sit for the end of courseexamination.The TMA’s should be
given to you byyour facilitator and returned after you have done the
assignment.

END OF COURSE EXAMINATION

The examination concludes the assessment for therseo It
constitutes 70% of the whole course you will beomnied of the
time for the examination. It may or not coincidevith the
University semester examination.

SUMMARY

This course intends to provide you with some undeg knowledge
of principles of Agriculturaextension.By the time youcomplete
studyingthis course,you will be able toanswerthe following
type of questions:

> What is Agricultural extension and the functionagricultural
extension.

Distinguish  between formal education and agricaltur
extension.

What are the principles of agricultural extension?

What are the characteristics of extension agent?

How are communication principles related to thengples of
agricultural extension. What are the elements daicagural
extension communication?

Why do we need to study extension principles fdedive
extension work.

YVVV VYV
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| wish you successn this course.In particularl hope you
will be able to appreciate theamportance of agricultural
extension and its principles in effective agricudiuextension work.

| hope you will enjoy this course. Best wishes.
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MODULE 1

Unit 1 The Meaning of Extension

Unit 2 Scope and objectives of Agricultural Extems

Unit 3 The need for Agricultural Extension and &of
Government

Unit 4 Agricultural Extension and Formal Education

Unit 5 Goal and Functions of Agricultural Extensio

UNIT 1 THE MEANING OF AGRICULTURAL
EXTENSION

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.1  Definition of Agricultural Extension
3.2  Nature of Agricultural Extension
3.3  Types of Audience
3.4 Importance of Agricultural Extension
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor Marked Assignment (TMA)
7.0 Reference and Further Readings

1.0 Introduction

This unit is very importantas it providesthe foundationand
generalunderstanding of the course as whole. The Unit mike
you to be aware of the variousdefinitions of Agricultural
Extension,nature ofagriculturalextension and types of audience.

It is also important to you becausewitll help you to understand the
subsequent units.

2.0 Objectives

At the end of the unit, you should be able to:

define agricultural extension
Identify carefully the nature of agricultural ersion

3 State briefly the purpose of agricultural extensi

N -
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3.1 Definition of Agricultural Extension

What comes to your mind when the waagdricultural
extension is mentioned

When you check up the word “extension” in the idicary, it is
statedas“extended or projected”. Agricultural extensianvolves
exchangeknowledge to the end users, however, on the leshp
level; Agricultural extension could be defined as voluntary
out of school educationaprogramme for clientele consisting of
the relevant contents, principleand procedures. It also involves
dissemination of information on innovation omnichnology to the
clientele.

Agricultural Extension is also regarded as “thedy of knowledge
which accumulates experience and research findings veisipect to
extension and borrows insights from other discgdinand field of
endeavors which seems pertinent to extension {Rplli997).

Extension as a science has wide scope of involveméarch is not

limited to information exchange alone. It includesverywhere

information on new technology or interaction with clientele is
mentioned.

Exercisel.1

1. Mention three key words in the definition of @gitural extension.

(B) e e e

3.2 Natureof Agricultural Extension

Agricultural Extension has two dimensions
(a). Educational dimension
(b). Communicational dimension

Education Dimension involves the change agent (extension
worker) attempting to work on the clientele’s psgidgy through the
use of effective teaching methods to improve km®wledge and
develop the skill ofthe clientele (former) as he acquires
knowledge on improved practices to enharee roduction and
marketing activities (Williamsgt al 1981). The nature of education
is for action, problem and oriented or centred, deert is different
from the formal education.
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Communication Dimension: This involves dissemination of
information to the clientele on new technologiesrorovation. It also
involves exchange of ideas that could provide bésisresearch or
feedback on the use of previous innovation. Theethwds of
communicationcould be through the usef individuals, group or
mass method.

Therefore, extension is involved idisseminationof useful
informationthrough the appropriate methods to the clientele.

Exercise1.2:

().  Mention two nature of agriculture extension
(i).  List the three methods of communication igrieultural
Extension.

3.3. Typesof Audiencein Agricultural Extension

It should be noted that agricultural Extension seras intermediary
between research/scientist and the clientele. Clieamtele is referred
to asthe endsersof information which the extension personnel deal
with. In the case of agriculture, it could be tre@nfiers, community
leaders of women whareinvolved in the processing and utilization of
agricultural products.

Clientele in any set up could be:
(a). Heterogeneous or
(b). Homogenous

Heterogeneous audience is made of those who aumgyoold,
literate and non-literate, large scale farmers, small scalenéas,
low economic status, high economic status, etc.agricultural
extension, the audience is mostly heterogeneous.

Homogenous audience consists of a set of indivedweth common
characteristicsThey may all be young, or old, literate or non-
literate. In general they have a common denominator/factorkihmats
them.

The type of audience determines the type of extensiethods and
materials to use in extension work.
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3.4 Importanceof Agricultural Extension

While living in the midst of rapid scientific andedhnological
development, many of thé&armersin the rural communitiesstill
employ traditionalmethods of production. In Nigeria there is a lag of
over 20 years between the discoveries of new fagngractice. In
order to shorten or bridge this gap as well as make rural
communities part of the dynamic social order whenygd change
Is characteristic, an extension service r@gno the rural
community is needed (Olayidet,al.).

Agricultural extension is also needed to help thentele obtain
information on sources of input and credit faebt that would
enhance their levebf production.

In order to have a cultural compatible, sociallycgmtable and
economically feasible technology, extension sewite important to
guide research development. This is because; eatensll give feed
back tothe scientist/researcham the development technology so as
to helpimproveupon the earlier developed technology.

Despitethe fact thatfarmersare encouragedo increasetheir
level of production, the issue of marketing outlet is impatt
Agricultural extension provides information to thiarmers on
marketing strategy to use to maximize their profvhile it also
introduce to the farmers, market opportunities help dispose off
their products as at when due.

4.0. Conclusion

In this unit, you have learnt whatgricultural extensions about,
that it involves dissemination of information on new teclogies to
the clientele. You have also learnt about the scopegricultural
extension. You must also recall that agriculturaiteasion has
educational and communicational dimension and tagticultural
extension is to help farmers improweir level of production and
income.

50 Summary

The main point in this unit includes the following:

1. Agricultural Extension involves extending krledge to the
clientele.
2. Agricultural Extension involves educational and

communicational dimension.
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3. Heterogeneous and Homogenous audience coastittihe
clientele in agricultural extension.
4. Importance of agricultural extension includesrease in

farmer’slevel of production, information on strategic markg
and effective feedback on innovation to researotiisist.

Answer tothe Exercise

Exercisel.

().  Voluntary

(i). Out-of -school

(ii). Clientele

Exercisel.2

1. Nature of Agricultural Extension
I. Educational dimension

il. Communicational dimension
2. Method of Communication

I. Individual

. Group

ii. Mass

6.0 Tutor Marked Assignment

1. Explain the importance of Agricultural ExtensionN@erian
economy

2. Write short notes on Heterogeneous and Homagenaudience

3. Write short notes on communication dimensioAgficultural

Extension.

7.0 References

Encarta Reference Library DVD 2005 Edition.

Rolling N (1997); Extension Role in Sustainable iagltural
Development in Improving Agricultural Extension Aeference

Manual. FAO Rome.

S. K. Williams, T. M. Fenley, C. Ebun Willams (1981);

a

Manual for Agricultural Extension Workers In Nigeria.

Published by Les Shyraden, Ibadan Nigeria.
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Unit 2 THE SCOPE AND OBJECTIVES OF
AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION

Contents

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.1 Scopeof Agricultural Extension
3.2 Obijectives of Agricultural Extension
3.3 Limitations to the task of Agricultural Exision
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor Marked Assignment
7.0 References and Further Readings

1.0 Introduction

In the last unit, Agricultural Extension svadefined as
Extension of knowledge to the clientele. The nature of Agrictdl
extension wasalsoconsidered. IN this unit the scope of agricultural
extension will be discussed. We will also consitlez objectives of
agricultural extension and reasons for limiting riagtural extension
work to communicational andducationatole.

2.0 Objectives

At the end of the unit, you should be able to:

1. Understand the task of agriculturakesion
2. The objectives of agricultural extemsio
3. Why the task of agricultural extensveas limited to what it is.

3.1 Scopeof Agricultural Extension

Agricultural  Extension is the primary process thgh which

farmers learn reasons why they must change thttitude and
practice. It is also tdbe noted that it does noinvolve only

farmerswith direct production i.ecultivation practices only but
those who are involved in processirapndmarketing of agricultural
products.

Extension oftenemphasizesvorking with people rather than for
them, selects for adjustment those problems whichopjee
themselvesrecognizeand also teach people to recognize as problems,

6
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conditions which they have previously felt littlerccern as well as the
possible solutions. Thus extension work teacheglpeto recognize
what to want and how to work out ways of satisfyingse desires.
Extension work does not only involves taking ofeaxh findings to
farmers but it also take the farmer problem tordsearchers and help
formulate activities designed to meet the everemasmg problems
facing rural communities.

Agricultural extension also involves leadership elepment in the
communities. This is because it worked with the lehtamily and
involves a participatory approach where learningdioyng concept is
involved. In view of the nature of extension woik requires
leadership. Henceagriculturalextension utilizes leaders from among
the people, in view of this it helps to imbue pipie of leadership in
the people.

Community development is another area whichricatjural
extension is involved. This is by mobilizing members of the
communities toimprove their collective resources when will
invariably affect their production systems.

Youth development is also critical area of Agriauhl extension
involved. The youth, are encouraged to form theweseto clubs and
organizations so that they can exchange ideat kmtome useful
to themselves andheir communities. It is also discourage rural-
urban migration and retain labour for agricultypedduct work.

Extension also lays emphasis on character changgrnms of attitude
of the people so that individuals will progress higher standards
of accomplishment and living in an increasingly comeciety.
Extension is also involved in home making (detite science)
and other aspect of rural living since it helps to bring wistt
development.

Exercisel. 1

1. List two key issues in the scope of Extension

= ) T

2. Extension helps youthto............coooiiiii i iiaen
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3.2 Objectivesof Agricultural Extension

Agricultural extension has a focus of working withe people
rather than working for the people. This is becaiideas the aim of
building the capacity of the clientele to hbesourceful and
developingtheability to take initiatives.

The task of agricultural extension is to help rumdople utilize
science or innovations that are tested andbley to in their
day-to-dayactivities so that they could be better off.

The task ofextensionis also to inbuilt in theclienteleability to
identify their problems, prioritize such and amebrk out how
solvesuch problems. This will also involve ability wwork as a
team i.e. building team spirit in the people.

In summary, the task of extension work is to halpal familiesin
particular to apply science to the day-to-day noeitof farming, home
making and other aspect of rural living.

3.3 Limitationsto thetask of Agricultural Extension

Some of the limiting factors to agricultural extemswork in Nigeria
include the problem of inadequate supporting sesid his relates to
insufficiency of farm inputs to the farmers and when supplieot
timely to back up the technologies being introdutcethe farmers.
There is the problem of low morale among the extenefficers due to
poor pay and lack of conducive working environmegfince the
withdrawal of World Bank funding of the Agricultur®evelopment
Projects (ADP’s) in Nigeria some state governmemése notbeen
able to fund extension services the way it shoeld b

The use of inadequate training for staff and fagr@espite changing
trend in extension approaches is still a sourcknofation. There has
not been effective utilization ofparticipatory approache
mostinstances, thus limiting the participation of fanne

The weak Ilinkages between extension orgawisfi research
institutes, universities and other stake holdersthe agricultural
sector is a problem. The consequence is that thase not been
cohesive coherent and focused research tailtoadrd solving the
peculiarneeds of the farmers.

Extension farmers’ ratio in Nigeria is aboutl722 which ishigh.

Lack of adequate attention to extension servigesrecent times
hasincreased the ratio.
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The problem has led to situation where many farmene
unreached and unaware of new technologigbkat would
enhance their performance.

Financial support to extension work has been gyossadequate.
Government and related agencies have not bdending
extensionwork effectively. There are no adequate budgetigrons to
purchase equipment and materials required toycaut extension
work. This has effect on the morale of the extension worker a@so
limits the extent to which they could carry outithetivities.

It is to be noted that there is still the problefrefiective evaluation of
most agricultural extension programmes. When progras are
completed they are poorly evaluated and this hadstde repetition
of past mistakes.

Exercise 1.2

State four limitations to effective agriculturaxtension services
in Nigeria

() et et et e e

4.0 Conclusion

Agriculture has the task of extending frontierskofowledge to rural
people. It emphasizes working with the peopleghea than for
them, empoweringthem to identify and solve their problems,
enhance youth, communitandleadership development among the
people. However, it is limited bpoorfunding, inadequate training
and lack of effective evaluation of implementedgreonmes.

5.0 Summary
The main points in this unit include:

(1). Agricultural Extension is restricted to impgog knowledge
and skill in the rural people.

(2). Developing the clienteles leadership ability

(3). Enhancement of youth development in commesuiti

(4). Extension work with the people rather thanthe people

(5). Extension is limited by problems of inadegusiipport services

(6). Problem of low morale among extension workers
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(7). Weak linkages between extension, researchher stakeholders
(8). Poor funding of extension services

6.0 Tutor Marked Assignment
(1). Mention two tasks of Agricultural extension

(2). Discuss two limiting factors to agricultueattension work
(3). How has inadequate funding affected agricaltaxtension work

7.0 Referencesand further readings
S. K. Williams, T. M. Fenley, C. Ebun Williams (1981): a

Manual for Agricultural Extension Workers in Nigeria.
Published by Les Shyraden , Ibadan Nigeria.

10



ARD 201 MODULE 1

UNIT 3 THE NEED FOR AGRICULTURAL
EXTENSION AND THE ROLE OF
GOVERNMENT IN EXTENSION WORK

Contents

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.1 Importance of Agricultural Extension
3.2  Support System in Extension
3.3 The role of government in Extension Work
3.4  Conditions conducive to development of effect
Extension services
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor Marked Assignment
7.0 References and further Readings

1.0 Introduction

In the last wunit we discussedthe scope of Agricultural
extension; theobjectives of agricultural extension were also
mentioned while the unit ended with discussionsfactors limiting
effectiveness of agricultural extension.

In this unit, growth will be mentioned; the supposystem in
agriculturalextension will be discussed while the role of goveent
in extension work will also be explained

2.0 Objectives

After going through this unit, you should be alde t

0] Understand the importance of Agricultural Extemsi
service  to economic growth

(i) Explain vividly the support system in Extension

(i) Discuss the role of government in Extension work

(iv) Clearly state the conditions conducive developmenbf

effectiveextension system.

3.0 Importanceof Agricultural Extensionin Agricultural
Development

A basic role ofagricultural extensions that of helping to
improve the performance of those who are involved in primargdo

11
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production. This is because it disseminates mé&ilon that
enhances their currergracticesThis involves a shift from the
traditional resource based method$ production to a new science
based methods.

Specially, agricultural extension performs thespontant roles:

(1). The role ofEducational Developmenthis is by educating
the clienteles on how to maximize the utilization ofeith
resources and available services. This is achieved through
development of farmer’s skills and attitudes ire thlienteles
so as to benefit fronmprovedtechnology.

(2). Extension is also important in its role @awum filler: Most of
the farmers are not aware of the sources of inpugdicr
facilities or markets for their products. These are limiting
factors tofarmer’scultivation practices and income. The role
of extension inhelpingfarmers to get information on sources
of input and crediffacilities, marketing strategies and available
market for their products has gone a long way tgrove
farmer’s production and their standard of living.

(3). Agricultural development depends oevolvement of
new technologies. Technologies could be developed, ifbiit
does not get to the end users it is useless. liona
development extensiomrovides the linkage between the
farmer and researchers. Extension helps the
researchers/scientist® embark onresearcherghat are
culturally  compatible, technologically acceptable nda
economically feasible (Okunlokt al, 2005).

(4). Extension is important in creating awarsneseading to
growinginterest in concepts of sustainability and envirental
management. This will go a long way Iin integrating
sustainability elements in
agriculture  and material resources managemeiithe
consequence is that it helps increases econoromalsand
ecological risk (Kroma M,2005)

(5). One of the basiproblemsof farmers is in the area of
decisionmaking. Extension services focus on egap
farmers  with marketing and investment inforroati and
training them tomake decisions concerning aspects of
agricultural prices, management practices an@bkizsues.

Exercisel. 1:

(1). Mention 2 roles of agricultural extensiorsconomic
development

(2). Extension services focuson.............................and

12
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3.2 Support System in Extension

The roles of agricultural extension could be effedy performed
only if the following activities which make up thsupport are
provided.

(1). Extension team: Extension activities are iedrrout through
team work.

This is important because the tasks to be carrietl are
enormous and as such many people are involved.xfengion
support team is made up of

(a). Administrators who provides the necessaryarsgement for
logistics support and materials requires for comdriavorking
environment.

(b). Researchers who evolve solutions throughr thigiding to
farmers problems.

(c). Subject matter specialist: They help inteting research
findings to extensionagents and farmers, they also help
in diagnosing the problem that arise from the appiocat
research findings and provide solutions to suclvlers.

(d). Extension agents: They communicate reediindings or
innovations to the end wusers while also dfeeghe
research scientist back on field outcome of the teminology.

(2). Production of Materials and Teaching Aidsidhsion audience
is heterogeneous hence; different teaching maseaald aids
are used to ensure that the learners understaddaecept the
technology being introduced to them.

(3). Essential Inputs and Credits Facilitigd$:is important that
the farmers have access to required inputs to backnew
technologiedeing introducedto them, the creditfacilities
are also neededo purchase some of the inputs.

(4). Training Facilities and Training ProgrammExtension services
requires training and re-training , tlextensionagents have
to be constantly trained while the farmers too must be
trained regularly to keep them abreast of devalmps. It is
therefore important that good training programme must
be available while the facilities to accomplish such
programmes must also be there.

3.3 TheRoleof Government in Extension Work

Extension activities take different forms in di#at countries. In
advances countries where agricultural productionsisally carried on
a large scale and farms are operated mainly fofitpfarmers either
individually or in groups, do hire advisers or farmanagement
specialists to help plan and advise on the mosgtiefit farm of
organization.

13
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In addition, the government may create agricultesdkension services
which provide technical and economical servid¢esthe farmers. It
is also to be noted that in some of the developed countries
extension activities involves the commercial firsgplying the bulk
of agricultural inputs which is being used in famgn Some of the
farms too are prompted to engage tiral demonstrations on both
provide and company farms so that the farmers cmdd the
effectiveness, technical and economical advantafekeir products.
Such demonstrations are also tailored up with Wllg activities to
teach the farmers how to use and /or adapt pitaetice to the
farmer’'s farms(Ogunfowora, 1981).

It is to be noted that in many of the developingimvies, extension
services is exclusive responsibility of the goweemt. The public
extension system dominates information dissatiin to the
clientele. This could be attributed to the poor status of the
farmers at they are mostly smadlcalefarmers with very poor
demand for farm input, thus limiting the extetd which firms
supplying agricultural inputs could be involved.

With the above, it is important that government ddodevelop
programmes andactivities which could enhance or mar the
efficiency of extensiomactivities.

Although in Nigeria recently there is emerging ilwenent of some
Non- Governmental Organization and some Internatiagencies.

In view of the fact thatextension services provisiasidominated

by government. It is the responsibility of governmemtprovide well

trained and agile extension workers who will caoyt extension
functions. The number of extension personnel pedidnd supported
would determine the extension - farmer ratio.

If the ratio is high, efficiency of extension servicewill be poor
andconsequently farmer’s level of production will lmav.

It is important that government should createonducive
environment for effective extension work. This is by providinbe
extension workergherequired equipment like teaching aids, trees
of transportation,sufficientinducement and material benefits which
can induce good work performance. Prompt paymait salaries
and specially packaged allowances would mtditiae workers to
greater performance.

14
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With the nature of extension work, constant tragnirs required.
Therefore, government should make adequate provismr the
training of the extension workers, it is importahtat the extension
personnel should be organized for the workers tepkthem abreast
of developments in the technology world. This isecause the
quality of extension worker will determinéheeffectiveness of
this delivery. The extension worker needed took and
understandnew technologiesboth in terms of technical and
economigperspective.

In order to enhance adoption of new technologieseghment should
make adequate provision for farm inputs whichould be
affordable andeasilyaccessible to the farmers. The establishment of
Agriculture input servicess aback up to Agricultural Development
Programme (ADP) (extension organ gbvernment)in most states

of Nigeria would assist imeetingthisrequired need. However, it
should be made functional and work closely with &KiBPs to know
the required input to back up innovation being adtriced to the
farmers.

In national policy formulation, the importancef extension
should be stressed.

This is because national policy on agriculture \higs the
determinant of agriculture operation will go a long way to affect
extension services. There should be appropriatkadi@ between
managers of extension programme and policy makehave a viable
agriculture extension programme. Extension servises sector that is
prone to regular budget cut, Adequate budgetarpvigion should
be made for extension work tdacilitate implementation of
extension programmes. Maintenance of good persoaneélrunning
effective extension system requires large resouttesce, there should
be adequate budgetary provision to meet such desnand

It is also important for you to know that, thepossibility of
improving agricultural product in the rural area lies withthe
framework of improving the infrastructure faciléiserving agriculture.
If there are good road network and transportatiacilifies, it will be
easier to reach the farmers, transport input amd Gutputs.

Establishment of rural credit opportunities for tteemers will help
promote adoption of innovation. Presently gowegnt is trying to
accomplish this, through theestablishmenof Nigeria Agricultural
Credit andRural DevelopmenBank (NACRDB) but the limit of
operation is low. Thereshould be legislation to compel financial
institutions give credit facilities to the farmerdaking into
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cognizance storage and processing facilities Ishalso be provided
by government to help extension work. This is beeauf the
farmers adopt new technologies and their level abdpction is
enhanced but if there are no storage and prowgsBcilities level
of wastagewill increase and it may discourage increased produiction
subsequent years.

34 Condition Conducive to Development of Effective
Agricultural

Extension Services

It is important that there should be a nationpblicy that is

wholistic andadequate for smoother operation of extension sesvic
This will provide the basis for any extension prgme that is

planned. It must also help defend extension agagmcroachment by
ministries seeking to use its staff for nae&sion purposes (World
Bank 1990).

Adequate sources of technical information fording solution to
the problem of the people should be place. Thibasause without
information on new technologies the role of extensservices would
be incomplete. There should be availability of nesd people that is
adequate to provide the needed personnel for sxienwork and
other related services. This because trained personnel are
needed for effective linkagebetweenresearchers and farmers.
Presently the extension-farmer ratio is high and wained personnel
are required to reduce the ratio and bring newrteldgies closer to the
people.

Adequate auxiliary services of technical informatidor finding
solution to the problems of the people shouldirbglace. This is
because without information on new technologies the role of
extension services wouldeincomplete.

There should be availability of trained people tmtadequate to
provide the needed personnel for extension wamkl other related
services. Thisis because trained personnel are needed for
effective linkage betweenresearchers and farmers. Presently the
extension-farmer ratio is high and well trainedgmemel are required

to reduce the ratio and bring new technologieseslts the people.

Adequate auxiliary services such input pmy,  credit,

transportation, marketing, veterinary services, without which
extension teaching will likely be ineffective shddde provided.
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An environment that is conducive to continue adtical andrural
development which include things like incestivfor production,
political stability and a land tenure system which ensured the
producer hadfair share of the benefit accruing from improvement in
farm practices should be available.

There should be strict compliance with the educatiorole that is
expected of agricultural extension. Deviation fraims role will

affect the implication of extension programme asigleated to help
alleviate the problems of the rural people.

Exerecise1.3:

List roles of government in Agricultural Extensidavelopment

(B) e e e

4.0 Conclusion

Importance of Agricultural Extension to the dBbpment of the
countrycannot be understood if the farmer’s level of otitipas to be
improved. It is also important that the extensiean, materials and
administrative support foreffective extensiorservices should be
in place. It isinevitable thatgovernment should also play
significant role at promoting extensionactivities in the rural
areas. This is because it is necessary Hugquatdegislation,
funding and adequate auxiliary services be provided

5.0. Summary

The main points in this unit include:

Extension role in Education development, createessibility to
inputs by clientele, creating awareness in sustainable enwismt
developmentenhancement of farmers decision making skill.

Extension team, materials and teaching Aids, Trgnand training
facilities are needed for effective extension woBovernment has a
role to play in creating technical and economic environment that is
conducive for extension work, provided well traiginextension
personnel and adequate farm input to support tdoggowhich is
being introduced to farmers.
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6.0 Tutor Marked Assignment

1. Mention three roles of government in agriculturglession
development

Discuss two support systems in Agriculturabesion work
Mention two factors that is conducive for agtiaral extension
work.

wn
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UNIT 4 AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SYSTEMS

Contents

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.1  Necessary Conditions for Agricultural Enden to
evolve
3.2  Approaches to Agricultural Extension
3.3  Peculiarities of Agricultural Extension Edion and
Formal Education
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor Marked Assignment
7.0 References and Further Reading

1.0 Introduction:

Agricultural Extensionbegan to assume its current form with
the rise of “scientific’ agriculture in the industrializing
countries of Western Europe in the late nineteenth century
(World Bank 1990). It should be noted that the first
national Extension services were established in Japanl893
and the United States ih914;while United Kingdom established
its own in 1946, Israel in 1948 and India in 1952.

In most developing countries, national agriculturaktension
services stated after theattainment of independencefrom
colonial masters. Althoughthere has been patches of
regional research programmes titled towards enhance
production  of beneficial crops for exportation to the colonial
masters’ home country. This dictated the initiaflorms of
agricultural extension system approach. Iecffr terms, some
of theapproaches include.

2.0 Objectives
After studying this unit, you should be able totte following:
(1) Discuss the concept of Extension educatio

(2) Differentiate between Agricultural extemsieducation and
formal education
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3.11 Profit-Oriented Extension

This is mostly based on a singmmodity or small ranges of
clearly defined commodities usually cash drop or livestock
geared to export markets. The systestoperatedn such a way
that it is on commercialbasis that providesfor government

backing through provision of inputs to back umwpsion but with

the establishment adquasi-agencyo manage themarketing.

For example in Nigeria, initially, marketing boards were
established for the cash crops. There was cwocagketing board,
cottonmarketing board etc. The marketing boards regypaiees of
the products.

In this type ofapproachthe extension personnes involved in
providing the technical information that will assist in improvirtge
level of production of the crop.

3.1.2 Integrated/Multi Sectoral Rural Development
Approach

This involves improvement of agriculilir production as
well as rural infrastructural development. The underlying
concept is a typically multisectoralapproach. The extension
system involves introducing farmers to new cropsstributing
seeds, fertilizers and other inputs while als®en involved in
provision of facilities like rural feeder roads and provision of
electricity. Integrated approach is implementedhia form of large
scale and foreign funded projects aiming a#leviating mass
poverty in rural areas on the basis of a simultaneous (Ra@8i3)1

At the second phase level of AgriculturaDevelopment
Project (ADP’s) establishment in Nigeria,het organization
were involved in provision oftechnicalservices for agriculture
as well construction of rural feeder roads to emage transport of
inputs to ferry and evacuation of farm products.

The broad focus of multipurpose services makes ifficdlt for
extension agents to focus adequately on extensmk @wmidst many
other tasks.

3.1.3 Specialized Extension Services

The aim at specialized services is to providifferent and
consistent extensionadvice in line with national extension goals

across theagricultural sector. It involves development of
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professional extension agents whose tasks &meited to
provision of technical advice based on new technologies to
clientele. They are excluded froatherservices.

3.14 Ministry based Extension System

In most developing countries, public extensi@ystem moved
fairly beyong their original commodity, and rural
development tasks to specialized servicdsat concentrated
on agricultural extension work alone. Howevéhe workers are
basedin the Ministry of Agriculture of respective regsstate. In

this system, it wagliscoveredhat each crop or unit of production
(e.g. livestock) has his or her own extensioragent. The

consequence is that a farmer may be visited by twomore

extension agents iaday thus affecting his production.

3.15 University Based Extension System

This involves extension system where the usitWes build
information network systems to bring new findings on crop
breeding, protection and managemeptacticesand disseminates
such to the farmers. It involves universities ihgv a
multidisciplinaryextensionwho are engaged in adaptive research
training and consultancy. Regular workshopse held which
unite university staff and outside farmers and packagd
practicesare evaluated. In Nigeria, the University of Ibadan
was onceinvolved inBadeku Village, Project, and Univer