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I ntroduction

Introduction to Rural Sociology is a second semestairse. It is a
two) credit degree course available to alludsents offering
Bachelor of Science (B.Sc) Agricultural Extensiamd Management
(AEM).

Rural Sociology is a special field of general stmyy. The
practitioner is primarily a sociologist and must togined in the same
way and work with the same methods as his colleagu® specialise
in other areas of sociology. If we are to follovistit is not possible to
discuss the development of rural sociology wouth treating the
development of general sociology simultaneou€lyer the years,
rural sociology has been persecuted by its adgctural; which is a
folk term and which in general context indicateskveardness and an
uncivilised state.

The concept of rurality has various meanings people in
different fields. The main concern of rural socgkis is with the
farmers, with agricultural occupations, and with problems fafm
people, their ways of making a living and otherwgaations affecting
their life. Rural sociology is a discipline whi studies the influence
of physical, biological and cultural factors ore thociology of people
and groups considered to be rural, social ecologgrmvironmental
sociology. The purpose underlying the study ahkusociology is
to develop greater comprehension of the behavibuural people and
rural society.

What You will Learn in this Course

The course consists of units and a course guidie. ddurse guide tells
you briefly what the course is about, what coursgeamals you will be
using and how you can work your with these materild addition, it
advocates some general guidelines for the amourtined you are
likely to spend on each unit of the course in ortiercomplete it
successfully.

It gives you guidance in respect of your toftMarked
Assignment which will be made available ine tlassignment file.
There will be regular tutorial classes that akated to the course. It
is advisable for you to attend these tutorial sessi The course will
prepare you for the challenges you will meet in fredd of rural
sociology.



Course Aims

The aim of the course is not complex. The coursesaio provide
you with an understanding of Rural Sociology; its@laims to
provide you with solutions to problems in ruralase

Course Objectives

To achieve the aims set out, the course has afsabjectives. Each
unit has specific objectives which are includedtia beginning of
the unit. You should read these objectives befare study the unit.
You may wish to refer to them during your studyctoeck on your
progress. You should always look at the unit oliyest after
completion of each unit. By doing so, you would &dwllowed the
instructions in the unit.

Below are the comprehensive objectives of the @as a whole. By
meeting these objectives, you should haveiesed the aims of
the. course as a whole. In addition to the asheve, this course
setsto achieve some objectives. Thus, after goingouph the
course, you should be able to:

) Explain the concept of Rural Sociology and its gigance.

o Identify the basic sociological terms and importanents in the
development of Rural Sociology.

o Explain the concept of settlement angpical
village organisations in Nigeria and related factors.

) Identify the characteristics,typology and effect ofrural
infrastructural facilities.

o Identify the major social institutions and theirgortance in the
rural areas.

) Explain the concept of social interaction andyipes in the
society.

o Identify the significance, strategies, approachebs@oblems in
rural development.

o Explain the concept of communication, typology gnieiciples

of communication relevant to agriculture in ruredas.
o Explain the concept of rural sociology and its tggy.
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Working through this Course

To complete this course you are required to reach edudy unit,
read the textbooks and read other materials whial be provided by
the National Open University of Nigeria.

Each unit contains self-assessment exercises amerttin points in

the course you would be required to submit assigwsi®r assessment
purposes. At the end of the course thereaidinal examination.
The course should take you about a total of 17 wdekcomplete.

Below you will find listed all the components ofetltourse, what you
have to do and how you should allocate yaoretto each unit in
order to complete the course on time and sucdgssfu

This course entails that you spend a lot of timerd¢ad. | would
advice that you avail yourself the opportunity ¢tfieading the tutorial
sessions where you have the opportunity of comparyour
knowledge with that of other people.

The Course Materials

The main components of the course are:
The Course Guide

Study Units

References/Further Readings
Assignments

Presentation Schedule

arwpE

Study Unit

The study units in this course are as follows:

Modulel Introduction

Unit 1 Definition and Concept of Rural Sociology

Unit 2 Definitions of Sociological Terms and theHistorical
Development of Rural Sociology

Unit 3 Rural and Urban Livings/Settings

Unit 4 Settlement Patterns and Village Organisations

Unit 5 Rural Infrastructure

Vi
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Module2  Major Rural Social I nstitutionsin Nigeria

Unit 1 Marriage and th&amily The
Unit 2 Rural School System The
Unit 3 Religious Institution The
Unit 4 Political Institution Rural
Unit 5 Economic Institutions

Module3  Socialisation and Development of Rural Area

Unit 1 Social Interactions
Unit 2 Rural Development in Nigeria
Unit 3 Rural Communities

Module4  Agricultural Communication and Change in the

Society
Unit 1 Communication in Rural Society
Unit 2 Social Change

The first unit focuses on the meaning, concept aratits of rural
sociology to national development. The second uleials with the
basic sociological terms and historical developmérie third and
fourth units are concerned with the concept andirfee a systematic
integration of rural and urban settings and relatidttors of
settlement patterns. Unit five deals with the chemastics, typology
and effects ofuralinfrastructure.

Units six, seven, eight, nine and ten deal with tbacepts, features
and merits of social institutions in Nigeria. Umileven is concerned
with meaning and kinds of social interaction. Units tweeland

thirteen focus on the concept, advantages, stedegapproaches,
stages of rural development and typologies andachenistics of rural
communities respectively. Units fourteen and fifteeleal with

concepts, principles of communication, technologiansfer and traits,
sources and factors affecting social change in Niggeria.

Each unit consists of one or two weeks’orkv and include
an introduction, objectives, reading materials, exercises,
conclusion,summary Tutor Marked Assignments (TMAS), references
and other resources. The unit directs you work on exercises
related to the required reading. In general, éhegercises test you
on the materialsyou have just covered or require you to happ

in some way and thereby assist you to evaluate grogress and to

Vii
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reinforce your comprehension of the materiabg8ther with TMAS,
these exercises will help you in achievindne tstated learning
objectives of theindividual units and of the course as a whole.

Pr esentation Schedule

Your course materials have important dates for éady and timely
completion and submission of your TMAs and attegdurtorials. You

should remember that you are required to submit wtlur

assignments by the stipulated time and date. Yoauldhguard against
falling behind in your work.

Assessment

There are three aspects to the assessment of tinsecd-irst is made
up of self-assessment exercises, second consistiseofutor-marked
assignments and third is the written examinatiosh/eaf course
examination.

You are advised to do the exercises. In tacklirgy dssignments, you
are expected to apply information, knowledge anchnejues you
gathered during the course. The assignments mustli@itted to your
facilitator for formal assessment in accordancé whie deadlines stated
in the presentation schedule and the assignmemnt Tihe work you
submit to your tutor for assessment will count 8% of your total
course work. At the end of the course you will nezdgit for a final or
end of course examination of about a three houratem. This
examination will count for 70% of your total coursark.

Tutor-Marked Assignment

The TMA is a continuous assessment component of gourse. It
accounts for 30% of the total score. You will beay four (4) TMAS
to answer. Three of these must be answered befaneaye allowed
to sit for the end of course examination. The TM#muld be given to
you by your facilitator and returned after you haleme the assignment.
Assignment questions for the units in this cousse contained in he
assignment file. You will be able to complete yassignment from
the information and material contained in your iegdreferences and
study units. However, it is desirable in all deglexel of education to
demonstrate that you have read and areBed more into
your references, which will give you a wider view poiahd may
provide you with a deeper understanding of theexibj

Make sure that each assignment reaches your &oilibn or before
the deadline given in the presentation schedule assignment file.

viii
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If for any reason you can not complete yowork on time,

contact your facilitator before the assignmentdige to discuss the
possibility of an extension. Extension will not lgganted after the
due date unless there are exceptional circumstances

End of Course Examination and Grading

The end of course examination for introduction tar& Sociology
will be for about 3 hours and it has a value of 76fthe total course
work. The examination will consist of questions,iethwill reflect the
type of self-testing, practice exercise andortumarked assignment
problems you have previously encountered. Alieas of the
course will be assessed.

Use the time between finishing the Ilastit uand sitting for
the examination to revise the whole course. Yought find it
useful to review your self-test, TMAs and commeaisthem before
the examination. The end of course examination rowaformation
from all parts of the course.

Course Marking Scheme

Assignment Marks

Assignments 1 - 4 Four assignments, best thresrks
of the four count at 10% eacl30% o
course marks.

End of course examination 70% of overall course marks.

Total 100% of course materials.

Facilitators/Tutorsand Tutorials

There are 16 hours of tutorials provided in suppmfrtthis course.
You will be notified of the dates, times and looatiof these tutorials
as well as the name and phone number of your t@oit, as soon as
you are allocated a tutorial group.

Your facilitator will mark and comment on your agsnents, keep
a close watch on your progress and any difficulyies might face and
provide assistance to you during the course. Yoal expected to
mail your Tutor Marked Assignment to your facildatbefore the
schedule date (at least two working days are reduirThey will be
marked by your tutor and returned to you as sogroasible.
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Do not delay to contact your facilitator by telepkoor e-mail if
you need assistance.

The following might be circumstances in whicyou would
find assistance necessary, hence you would haveotdact your
facilitator if:

You do not understand any part of the study or #ssigned
readings.

You have difficulty with the self-tests
You have a question or problem with an assignmentith the
grading of arassignment.

You should endeavour to attend the tutorials. Thikhe only chance to
have face to face contact with your coufaeilitator and to ask
guestions which are answered instantly. You caserany problem
encountered in the course of your study.

To gain much benefit from course tutorials pregacpiestion list before
attending them. You will learn a lot from participa actively in
discussions.

Summary

Introduction to Rural Sociology is a courdeat intends to
provide concept and is concerned with social processesttanaentire
systemof interpersonal and group relationships Imed in rural
life. Upon completing this course, you will be gumped with the
basic knowledge of the nature, sociological mgr settlement
patterns, rural infrastructures, rural social systems, rural
communities anc&ommunication technology, social interaction and
change. In addition, you will be able to answer fibidowing type of
guestions:

What does rural sociology means?
Of what importance is rural sociology to nationavdlopment?

Identify two types of settlement patterns.

Enumerate three effects of rural infrastructure.
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Define the term marriage.

Discuss three demerits of the rural school system.
Define the term economic institution.

What is communication?

Identify two types of rural communities.

What is social change?

Of course, the list of questions that you can amssvaot limited to the
above list. To gain the most from this course ybausd endeavour to
apply the principles you have learnt to your untdarding of rural
sociology.

| wish you success in the course and | hope thatwil find it both
interesting and useful.

Xi



MODULE 1 INTRODUCTION

Unit 1 Definition and Concept of Rurac®logy

Unit 2 Definitions of SociologicalTerms and Historical
development of Rural Sociology

Unit 3 The Rural and Urban Livings/Sajs

Unit 4 Settlement Pattern and Villagg&nisation

Unit 5 Rural Infrastructure

UNIT 1 DEFINITION AND CONCEPT OF RURAL
SOCIOLOGY

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content

3.1  Definition/Explanation of Rural Sociology
3.2  The Concept of Rurality

3.3  The meaning of Sociology

3.4  The Significance of Rural Sociology
4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

You have just read through the table of contentsu Will now have a
general understanding of what this unit is abowt how it fits into

this course as a whole. This unit discusses thécagipn of sociology
to agricultural and rural problems. As agricultusepredominantly a
rural occupation, this unit also treats the dismus®f rural sociology
with emphasis on its definition, concept of runalénd sociology and
finally the need and concerns of rural sociologWigeria. Let us look
at what you should learn in this unit, as specifredhe unit objectives
below.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

a. define or explain rural sociology in many wags different
perspectives



explain the concept of rurality

explain what sociology is and

identify and explain the importance of rural soo@/ to national
development.

LIS N

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Definition/Explanation of Rural Sociolgy

You will discover in the course of your programrhattmany concepts
and terms in the pure and applied sciencage slightly varying
definitions depending upon who is defining or expley them. Rural
sociology, which is our concern here, ke place in
differentenvironments or areas. Thus, we shall pevigou a
number of definitions so that you can choose aayywu wish to use
depending on the context or environment/communityf your

writing/speech or you are living.

Rural sociology is a branch of sociology which deahainly with

the study of social and cultural factors affectihg lives of those in
rural or agrarian communities. Rural sociology ascince is the study
and measurement of recurring phenomena in ordedigoover the

principles by which these phenomena operate. ekample of the
phenomena which rural sociology studies includealruman’s

reciprocal interaction with other rural people. Tig behaviours and
relationship not within an individual but betweadividuals.

According to Ekong (1988), rural sociology is defihas the scientific
study of social interactions of the ruralpplation in their group.
In other words, it is concerned with social proessand the whole
system of interpersonal and group relationshipslred in rural life.

Rural Sociology is interested in the farmerngarticipation and
their families in the wider systems of social nelaships viz:
community, mosque/church, local government, estahd the nation.
It is also interested in a determining those dextwhich influence
clientele (farmers) decisions and actions, theceftd culture on the
acceptance and rejection of innovations (improehmologies), their
reactions to social and political changes in theietg and the
methods bywhichthey adapt to these changes.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

To evaluate your understanding of the meaning ddilrsociology, try
to answer the following questions.

1. What is rural sociology?



2. Identify the areas of interest of rusatiology in the farmers’
participation in the broader systems of socialtreheships?

3.2 The Concept of Rurality

Let us look at what rural is? The conceptrurality is a branch
of sociology upon which rural sociologists have itheéasis.
According to the 1963 Nigerian Census, the offiaigsignation of
“rural” is a 20,000 population. Rural commusiteshould not be
considered tobehomogenous units.

Now, we are going to look at the indicators of tiya There are three
indicators for determining the degree of litya namely,
community size, amenities found within the o©oamity and
proportion of male heads of house holds engagedaiming as
primary occupation. Population density may be ideld. Another
indicator is infrastructure facilities, example isocio-cultural
characteristics of the population.

Rural can be defined as a remote area of distaancaviay from the
seat of government; that is, the country side dm geople living in
villages. In rural areas, they lack good amenilige good roads,
electricity, pipe borne water etc. All these thingse found in
abundance in the urban areas, big towns or cities.

Historically, Rural, referred to areas with low pbgtion density,
small size, and relative isolation, where the maoonomic activity
was agricultural productionand where the people werelatively
homogenous in their values, attitude and beha\(Beteret al, 1975).

3.3 The Meaning of Sociology

We may ask this question, what is sociology? Sogists have
defined sociology in many ways. Auguste Comte (11897) often
referred to as the father of sociology named thklfof the study from
two words - (1) The Greek “Logos” meaningord, speech,
reasoning or computation, and (2) Latin “sociusheaning
companion. “Logus” indicates scientific studypr f example bio-
means science of life, geology- science oftheamnthropology-
science of man, sociology would therefore mear 8tudy or
theory of companions, concerned with people’s @ship and
interaction with one and another.



The word sociology was coined by Auguste Comte8871Lbut between
then and now, a number of specialties have emarfared thefield.
Sociology extends in scope to deal with such imttihs, conditions and
constraints as family life, population, crime, coomty life, poverty,
deviant behaviour among others. Furthermoreeret are special
sociological aspects of the economic, politicaljgreus, educational
institutions and other activities. The study ofgéy sociologists has
given rise to specialties like sociology of educafi political
sociology, agricultural sociology, economic sdegy among others.
However, these sub-specialties or branches protde intellectual
tools or instruments for the study of rural sociplo

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. a) What is rurality?

b) Identify the official design action of rurality @arding to
the 1963 Nigerian census from sociology.

2. Differentiate rural sociology.
3.4 Importance of Rural Sociology in Nigeria

Having now, gained some idea of what rural glogy is, let us
go ahead to identify and explain more its needs oniBg@nce to any
developing country like Nigeria.

Exposes the characteristics and problems of reslit brings to light

the main characteristics and problems of rural amaich enable us
to interact with them.

Provides direct change programme: Rural Sociolagyides a

change programme designed to meet the needs aitheman. The
change programme should be a direct omech as
Governmental Rural Development ProgrammesOBRcontaining
relevant information needs about rural people.

Provides feedback to the agricultural agencies han grogress
made so far and the modifications neededtheir change
programmes.

Acts as a change agent interaction with rural pedplteraction

of any change agent with rural peophth sociological
knowledge on leadership, power, roles, norms, oeyftufamily
organisation etc, enables him perform hjgb/work more
effectively because of experience and undedst@ acquired from
them.



Develops greater understanding: The purpose widgrithe
study of rural sociology is to develop greater ustinding of the
behaviour of rural people and rural society.

Equips students with tools of understanding: Itipg|students

with tools of understanding to enable them analysieaviour of rural
people in their relationship with others in russdciety. It helps an
individual understand himself and his own sociauna his relation to
people in the society.

Helps to develop a scientific attitude: Rural Stmyy helpsdevelop

the scientific attitude of thinking ftecally andobjectively

with precision. This attitude is useful for futuoecupation. Provides
professional training for a future career as rural sociologist:
Rural Sociology can provide abeginningprofessional the
required training for a future career as a rwatiologist. For
example, (a) as a teacher or researcher followgaglemic interest in
the field and (b) as a consultant of change andl ramalyst in rural
community development.

The teaching of Rural Sociology helps to introdtieelearners

or students to sociological concepts and the agjodic of such
concepts to the analysis and understanding roral social
organisation, rural economic problems and thespoeses of
ruralites to social change.

It must be emphasised here that we cannot do witheurural

areas because they form the most importsattor of the
economy since a large majority of peoplee |Ithere. Fora
country to develop, it must arise and tackle thebf@ms in the rural
areas and because agricultural productivity is exdde cornerstone in
the economic development and social progress of deaweloping
country.

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit examines what Rural Sociology is fronfeliént perspectives,
the concepts of rurality and sociology and the tsemf rural

sociology in Nigeria. Thaunderstandingf the foregoingconcepts
andsociological knowledge to be gained will be of inmee value to
people living in rural areas.



5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we can see that Rural Sociology stadipractical,
economic and physiological principles of life, leaship, morals,
power, culture etc. It brings the rural ni@rs nearer to the
adoption  of new technologies (innovations) to ease their farming
systems or problems.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss five roles of Rural Sociologsts raral economic
development.
2. ldentify the parameters for determiningdegree of rurality.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In Unit 1 we looked at the concepts of islegy, rurality and

rural sociology and its significance. In this uwg are going to look at
some basic terms wused in rural sociology and itstohical

development. This unit will help you understand sobmasic terms
often used in the field of sociology.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

a) define/describe some basic terms used in rurabkuyp and

b) explain the historical development of rural socgploand the
C) important events in the development of re@tiology.



3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Definitions/Description of Sociological Tens

At the introductory level in many universities iNigeria in
particularand in Africa in general many students of ruralislmgy
have not had any previous important learning exmee in the area of
sociology. The aim of this is to enhance a basideustanding of the
terms used in the discussion of sociology by experthe field. Some
of the terms are defined and described below.

3.1.1 Sociology

This is a discipline which refers to the systematiscientific study of
human society and social behaviour. It focuses oocgsses and
patterns of organisation and conduct which arerrentiin society. It is
the scientific study of the society.

3.1.2 Rural Sociology

It is the scientific study of rural lifet is the systematic body of
knowledge which has resulted from the appbhca of the

scientific method to the study of the rural socie$pcial processes,
basic social systems, society organisation, utsiihs and group
dynamics. It is a discipline which studies tilfluence of physical,

biological and cultural factors on the sociologlygooups of persons
considered to be rural or non-urban. Rural sociplagght be the

sociology of rural life, environmental sociology social ecology, the
sociology of rural development.

3.1.3 Agricultural Sociology

It is the application of sociology to the agricuéiliprofession. As the
majority of those who are involved in agricultur@el and work in
the rural areas, agricultural sociology centregydéyr rely on the
utilisation of rural sociological concepts. It iset scientific study of
the social lives of people who are engaged in tigeicaltural

occupation.

3.1.4 Rural

This is defined as remote area or place far awayfthe seat of
government and having no verified nor infrastruatuacilities, that
Is, the countryside and the people living in thdlages (Mumdi
2006). It also refers to areas with low populatdensity, small size,



and relative isolation, where the major economitivéy is largely
agricultural production. The areas considered raral the settlements
that have between 100 and 200 households.

3.1.5 Culture

It is one of the characteristics of a society.sltai social phenomenon
that is learned through the collective experienoésmembers of a
society. Therefore, new members of a society argedawithin the
given culture and are thus different from membdr®ther societies.
What members of the society learn consists of tagswand means by
which the groups deal with the basis and recurrfagts of their
existence. Culture iasocial phenomenon which is learned through the
collective exercise of members of a society fromnagation to
generation through education and its special foresmed
socialisation. Basic aspects of culture such asasidebeliefs and
values are abstract and are calladn-materialculture. However,
non-material cultures are reflected in tangiblen@terial culture such
as housing, clothing and technology.

3.1.6 Norms

Norms are the customary rules and behaviours eshalol as

standards for guiding a society. They are the ruleieh prescribe what
is socially acceptable or unacceptable in any $ggstem. Some norms
may differ from one community to another, whibthers prevalil
all over the country.

Mores are customs or inventions which people regardnportant for
the welfare and stability of the society. Thelations of mores
are viewed with more seriousness than the violataimorms.

A few examples of norms in the Nigerian societyude the following:-

) It is customary in some communities that pregnammen
shouldnot go to the river in the afternoon or birth aghti or sit
under the shade of tree, or see masquerade etc.

o Strangers especially in Hausaland and Igathlacannot
meet the

o Emirs and chiefs directly.

o In some parts of Hausaland, it is forbidden for arned
woman to

converse with another man other than her husband



o An understanding of these norms of the societyely crucial
in theadoption of new changes by people or farmers.

3.1.7 Statuses and Roles

Status is a position in the system of social relahips. In rural
communities social statuses include father, motfa@nmaker, diviner,
councilor, partrilineal head, schoolteacher, coufaeilitator among
others. Closely related to the concept of statusles A role is a set of
expectations applied to an occupant of a statusisactiaracterised by
certain  obligations (functions or  duties) and privileges
(rights). Sociologists often utilise the terstatus roles to indicate
that both concepts are concomitant or simultaneAosexample is, a
father (the status) provides the capital educatiand security needs of
his child (rights or privileges). The child on thether hand is
expected to show some respect to the father, @arrysome tasks for
him and participate in farm work (obligations). eflsame person can
have more than one status and play more than ¢é s#es.

3.1.8 Values

These are standard views about what is acceptdésable and what
should be, independent of the circumstance or 8pesituation.
Values are generally derived from beliefs, which aonvictions about
the ways things are. They differ from norms, whiare rules that
control interrelationships. Among the rural Eabr Bassa-nge in
Kogi State some cherished values include, redpe&iders, hard work
and respect for constituted premarital virginitycarg others.

3.1.9 Beliefs

These are ideas held by members of a society tordee That is,
beliefs are the acceptance of any statement oradeaue or existing,
regardless of whether they are in exact conformwiyh the existing
standard or not. Beliefs differ from one communito another, but
each of them holds fast to their own as the modepe Examples of
beliefs among some people in rural Nigeria include:

A person sitting on a grinding stone will develaplb
A hen that hatches just one chick will bring backlto the
owner

Putting food into mouth with a knife will result andouble row
of teeth

Beating a male child with a broom will make him iotent
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These are two kinds of beliefs:
(@)  Superstitions

These are derived from ignorance or fear of the nomkn. For
example, among rural people sighting a giant ratpeturnal animal in
day light portends the death of a family membechdd fed on egg
will grow up a deviant (stealing).

(b) Taboos

These are practices or objects forbidden becauseldfs attached to
them. For example, some animals such as snakés,ainl civet cats
are not eaten in different rural communitieslso,it is forbidden
for any child to speak bad words against his garen

3.1.10 Power

It comprises influence and authority and it is #fglity to influence or
control the action of others in a social systenr. &ample, the village
head has a lot of influence and authority in hisaaof jurisdiction. He
is the only one mandated by the people rnioree obedience into
any member of the community that goes outsotial order. The
village subheads have power but no authority. Tty influence the
actions of other community members as well a$ diathe over all
head ofthehouse.

3.1.10 Boundary Maintenance

Is the process by which certain groups of people atte native to their
registered domiciliary choose to maintain their nity within the

larger group. They do this in order to preservertioeltural values

and norms, so that they will not be submerged ey ihtives or the
larger group in the community. For example, all 8abon Gari area in
the northern part of Nigeria are occupied by theuba. Similarly, all

the Sabo areas in Yoruba land are occupied by #nesél This is done
so that the people can preserve their culturaltdgei and prevent it
from being suppressed by the larger society. Inmarriages between
these two groups are not allowed, but as a redulicwilisation, the

situation is nowgraduallychanging.
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3.1.11Systemic Linkage

This process can be made possible by providing commacilities

for the two groups possibly on a neutral groundy Alevice that can
create communication link between the two groops be utilised,
e.g. a demonstration plot, housing facilities, giteds, a place of
worship and any other important facilities that ¢cmimg the two groups
together. Systemic linkage can be described agusie stone to Kill
two birds. The system is necessary for sociologwark because of
the lack of resources to provide differenacilities for different
groups in acommunity.

In carrying out this process, it is very essentfar the rural
sociologist to study the prevailing situation iretlicommunity. This
system may not work where the relationship betwden different
social groups have not been very cordial. If thiatrenship between
the groups is cordial, the system will save theoweses, time, and
energy of the sociologists.

3.1.12Indigenous Knowledge

Every society or culture has its knowledge systemsluding
knowledge that enables members to cope withy dide whether in
the areas of aquaculture, health, education aodnomics or any
other area of human endeavour. The term indigekoowledge was
first used to describe knowledge that is generated transmitted by
communities overtime, in an effort to cope with ithewn agro-
ecological and socio- economic environments (Igbak2001; Igodan
and Adekunle, 1993).

The term has been variously referred to as trasiliknowledge, local
knowledge, community knowledge or rural peopldgiowledge.
Therefore, the new attention being giventraditional knowledge
system has given rise to new areas of stuidy ethno-medicine
(traditional medicine), ethno-veterinary medicinethno-botany,
ethnohusbandry among others. The implicatian that in the
guest for  modernisation, there are tamer
knowledge/practices or innovations existing ideveloping
communities/societies that can be adopted inEstéfn systems in
order to ensure sustainability.

Indigenous knowledge (1.K) is local knowledge. Is iunique
knowledge to a given culture or society. Some iadmus knowledge is
not written down. It is held in people’s heads @mahsmitted from
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one generation to the next by word of mouth. Areasoncern about
indigenous knowledge are:

Indigenous technologies
Knowledge systems (such as taxonomies)

Decision making systems (such as what crops to goow
certainsoils)

Organisational structures (such as farmers’ graups)

3.1.13 Other Basic Concepts/Definitions
Change Agent

These are persons who attempt to facilitate chaimgdee behaviour of
their constituents or areas.

Cosmopolites
They are individuals who are and often interachwitban communities.
Ethno Centrism

It is the tendency to value highly a person’s owttuze and regard it
as superior to the cultures of others.

Incest Taboo

This is the prohibition of marriage or sexual ictmirse between
certain relatives such as mother and son, broticksester.

Institution

It is a structural aspect of culture whickatisfies some
fundamental needs and functions of a society.

3.2 Historical Development of Rural Sociologyni Nigeria

Before 1960, when Nigeria became independehtBritish rule,
no attempt was made to teach Rural Sociology as aptlise in the
only Nigerian university, the University of Ibadamwhich was
established in 1948 (Jibrow 1992). When a Departraeigricultural
Economics was established, there was no separgarideent of Rural
Sociology established in the institution until 19%lural Sociology has
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been taught as a subject in the department sin6é. 18 1968, when
a department of Agricultural Extension Servicessvereated in that
university, the teaching of Rural Sociology wasvew or transferred
to the new department.

In 1962, the University of Ife was founded. This iversity

established the Department of Rural Sociology d @&xtension
Education in 1966 under Professor Robert Clask the Head of
Department. He was a member of the UniversitWadconsin’s team
to University of Ife. The nomenclature of this uarsity was later
changed to the Department of Agricultural Extensiand Rural
Sociology. The change was to reflect the departateagricultural

orientation. At the first stage, only one coursé&xténsion in
Agriculture”, was taught with some topics Rural Sociology viz:
social systems, culture and adoption of farm pcasti When the
curriculum was reviewed in the late 1970s sevemirges in Rural
Sociology were introduced both at the undergradaaté postgraduate
levels.

In the early 1960s Ahmadu Bello University (ABWas established.
Also, the Department of Agricultural Economics anRural
Sociology was established where courses in Ruralofgy are also
offered.

The most important event in the developmehtRural Sociology
in Nigeria was the establishment of the Nigeria @&uBociological
Association (NRSA) on "6 November 1984. The  first
Annual Conference of the association was held at the Usityeof
Ife, lle-Ife. The first president of the associatiavas Alao Joseph
Adebanyo who was a professor of Rural SociologghatUniversity of
Ife.

The second important step in the development ofaR&ociology
was the founding of th&ligerian Journal of Rural Sociology by the
Nigerian Rural  Sociological = Association  atits  Inaugural
Conference. The members of the Editorial Board of this journal
were obtained from all over the country. They idgd A. A. Jobowo
from University of Ife,B. O. Ogunbameu from University of
Maiduguri, A. U. Patel fromthe University of Ibadan and F. O. Mc
Oliver from the University of Benin. The second Annual
Conference centred on the theme of Interdisciplinary
Approach to Development. Cooperation betwNational and
Social Sciences towards Planned Social Chanbeis attracted
many papers from many disciplines by then.
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The Second Annual Conference was held between Al 1986.
The conference examined the theme Utilisation ofaRResources for
Rural Development which attracted various pspdrom many
disciplines.Over fifty papers were presented on topics rangnom
Extension, Sociology, Soil Science, Nutrition tagk in Geography,
Agricultural Economics, History and Political Scoen(Jibowo, 1922).
The most outstanding political achievement of tosference was the
attendance by the Federal Minister of Agricultigter Resources and
Rural Development, Lt. General Alani AkinrinadéRtd). In the
Minister'skeynote address he presented, among atbatributions,
the organisation of rural people into pressure groups biring
government attention to supporting rural developrpeagrammes.

Due to the frequent visits of some executive corteaitmembers of the
Nigerian Rural Sociological Association to the @it@ of Agriculture,
and the Director of Rural Development at the Fdd@rael, some
money was donated to the Nigerian Rural Socioldgissociation to
organizeits conferences and support its academic igatins.
According to Jobowo (1992), the first issue of #ssociation’s journal
with the proceedings of the first conference, arelgroceedings of the
second conference were published. The proceedirigshe third
conference anda book of readings comingfrom some
presented paperat the conference, appeared in press ont 21
August, 1986. The second issue of the associatimishal was also
published. With the recognition given to the asaten during its third
Annual Conference by the Federal Government of hbgeit was
hoped that the association will continue to growmfy and
sustainably.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the significant event in the developmenRafal Sociology
in Nigeria.

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit, has examined the basic concepts or iieims of

sociological terms and the historical developmehiRaral Sociology
in Nigeria. | hope by now, you would be able to ereland some
basic terms when used in sociological discussigrexperts in the field.
5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has exposed you to the various defingi@m concepts of

sociology as well as its historical development. dddition it has
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examined some important events in the developmédntRaral
Sociology in a developing country like Nigeria.hids also highlighted
how some sociological departments were establisedl the Rural
Sociology course/curriculum offered in some uniitess.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Define the following basic sociological terms.
a) Rural Sociology

b) Rurality

C) Norms

d) Cosmopolites

e) Innovators

2. Define beliefs and give two examples.
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UNIT3 THE RURAL AND THE URBAN SETTINGS

CONTENTS

1.0  Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  Concepts of Rural and Urban Livings/Sggin
3.2  Factors Responsible for Rural-Urban Défgration
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Resources

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In Unit 2, we treated the definitions of some basigciological

terms and the historical development of Rufbciology in a
developing country like Nigeria. In this unit, weeagoing to look at the
concepts of Rural and Urban Settings and the gkefeatars responsible
for the differences between the two areas.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

) explain Rural and Urban areas and
o explain the various factors that differentiate Bheal from the
. Urban.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Concepts of Rural and Urban Livings

In Nigeria, rural areas have been defined as angtisa population
less than 5,000 in 1956, less than 10,000 in 19@Blass than 20,000
today (Igbokwe 2001). It could be said that based size, some
designated rural areas that have infrastructutaciliies and
services similar to those in urban areas and wagd changes in
population size make the use of size often not meém. Many rural
areas are modernising changeably or dynamicallys Tives rise to
the concept of the rural urban continuum. It statidd communities
cannot be forced into two types oategorieut should be seen to
represent variousnodernisation stages on a linear scale. For
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example, while cities like Lagos and Ibadan maynagrmaximum of
urban characteristics, some communities are &lpic rural, and
between the two extremes are found communatiesfferent stages
of modernisation.

Rural Urban

Fig. 3.1: The Rural-Urban Continuum

Rural refers to areas with low populationnsigy, small size, and
relative isolation, where the major ecmmo activity is

largely agricultural production. The areas considered raad the

settlements that have between 100 and 200 house(idiandi 2006).

It also refers to remote areas or places damy from the seat of
government and having very few or no infrastrudtuigilities i.e.

the countryside and the people living in the vidag The major
concern of rural sociologists is with farmers,ithw agricultural

occupations, and with problems of farm peogtieir ways of making
a living and other occupations influencing thefe.liOn the other hand,
urban people are those who live in towns with aybaon of 2,500

and over in the U.S.A., or 3,000 and over in Nigédibowo, 1992).

3.2 Factors Responsible for Rural-Urban Differatiation

The following factors are responsible forhet general
differences between rural and urban places.

1. Size of the Place

Rural communities are usually smaller than urbamrmoanities. Size,
is referred to here, particularly to areas actuallyabited rather than
the total area of land available for use.

2. Population Density and Composition

As rural areas have larger expanse of l|anth relatively small
population, the population density (i.e the&miber of people per
unit area of land) is rather low. This is in costrdo urban areas
where a larger number of people occupy relatively Bmanit

areas. This is evident by the fact that tall dimigs are more in
number in urban than in rural areas in Nigeria.

3. Occupation

Farming, pastoral and collecting enterprises foha basis of rural
economy. Some rural people are engaged in petging, arts,
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craft, weaving, pottery and primary industries;yoal few tend to take
these as sole occupations. Instead they tend tdbicenthese with
farming and a large number are full time farmemnscantrast, people in
urban areas are mainly engaged in manufacturingineercial and
administrative occupations.

4. Culture Simplicity

The legends, proverbs, folklore, fashion etc. & thralites are based
on their local experiences and their relatively paultural base.
Similarly, their tools, utensils, furniture and ethmaterial inventions
are simple, based on uninvestigated scientificgcead relatively less
efficient. In contrast, the culture of urban arémsnore complex and
varied. The fact that the urban area is ugualieterogeneous
ethnically makes it the melting pot of varioustares.

5. Social Integration

This refers to a patterned relationship ofe gperson with another
through expressions of ideas, thought and actiomeaiat achieving
concrete goals. Social contacts are greateqguantity, quality and
variety in urban than in rural areas.

In rural area, interaction takes place at wateessitmarket days,
religious worship areas, cultural, marriage and ingmceremonies.
The quality and type of interaction among the urdarellers is much
more than that of rural dwellers. However, both thean and rural
dwellers are interdependent in the area of farndpece buying at the
farm gate and traditional services.

6. Social Stratification

This has to do with the manner in which the socieayks its
members into various social classes or hibyaron the basis of
wealth, birth, status etc. The difference betw#es social classes in
urban from the rural areas are:

o Social classes are fewer in rural area than tharurb

. Social classes in rural areas are closer thanegmithan area.

o There is more rigidity in caste and class prin@plar close
systems

o in rural areas than in the urban areas.

7. Social Differentiation

This is the tendency of social interaction to gatersocial differences
among people. This may be differences in statusksiaand functions
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among others. Social differentiation is more compile urban areas
than in rural areas. Urban areas comprise of ath$oof professionals
with a high level of integration and interdependenga a networkof
specialisation and division of labour. The marketnvan, motor driver,
tailor and carpenter are all interdependent in emgex system of
relationships in the urban area or city. The raada is made up of
many relatively independent families, = communities nda
neighbourhoods. The rural dwellers deal wittogle of identifiable
traits such as other farmers of the sameioels groups, cultural,
social and economic level.

8. Social mobility

This is the movement of an individual from one sbalass or group
to another. People may move vertically from a loverhigher or
higher to lower class via specific achievements. v&iccess in
economic pursuits, education, political change, job creation.
Improvements in social infrastructure are bountdganore in the urban
areas than in the rural areas. Social mobilityateer slow in small areas.

0. Social Control

The behaviour of individuals in the rural areasd®no be guided

more by the internalisation of societal norms aradues. Informal

means such as ostracism and gossips are usedipplied to

effect control on violation while instant justice is determined in
cases of the violation of mores.

Urban areas tend to depend more on formatitutions such as
the police, traffic wardens among others foe maintenance of law
and order.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What are the main areas of concern of rural sogists?

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, we have been able to examine the eptscof rural-urban
settings. Also, the unit highlights the varioustéas responsiblefor
general differences between rural and urban areas.
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5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has exposed you to the following factors:

The concept of a rural-urban continuum

The varieties of occupations that exist in rural arban areas
The urban area is larger in size and in populateEmsity

Moe social classes are more in urban areas than meat.a

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Identify  six factors responsible for ruraban differentiation
and discusses three of them.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Jobowo, G. (1992)Essentials of Rural Sociology. Abeokuta: Gbemi
Sodipo Press Ltd.

Igbokwe, E. M. (2001). “Integrating Rural Knaudge Systems in
Agricultural Resources and Developmeniurnal Research
1:69-71.

Mundi, N. E. (2006). “Analysis of Poverty |&Viation, Strategies
of Rural Women in Kogi State, Nigeria”.
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UNIT 4 DEFINITION AND CONCEPT OF RURAL SOCIOLOG Y
CONTENTS

1.0  Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  Definition and Related Factors of Settlahi®atterns
3.2  The Cluster or Nucleated Settlements hedt Economic
Importance
3.3  Dispersed or Scattered Settlement Patterns
3.4  Some Typical Village Organisations
3.5 Implications of the Different Village @anisations in
Nigeria for Initiating Technologicalhange
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

We are going to look at the concepts of settlenpaxtiterns and village
organisation. This unit will help you understanc tHistribution of
population within the geographical space.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

define settlement pattern and village organisation

explain the factors associated with the settlempattern of any
group of people

explain cluster settlement and its economic impmea

explain scattered or dispersed settlement pattrdgheir merits
and demerits and

give some examples of some typical village orgatioss in
Nigeria and their implications for initiating chang
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Meaning ofSettlement Patterns and Village
Organisation

A settlement pattern is the manner in which apypation
distributes itself within the geographical space it occupiesitiV
specific relation to the rural people, the termersfto how the people
locate themselves on their farms. Village orgamsaion the other
hand, could be referred to as a settlement paktetnt involves more
than the distribution of the population on the laihdoccupies. It
includes the patterns of social interaction, omgrand the governance
of the people within that settlement.

3.1.1 Settlement Patterns and their Associated Facs

The settlement pattern of any group of people camebated to some
factors. These include:

o Social conditions such as the need for defencenagaixternal
aggressors, type of family organisation, arrangé¢rmkeeconomy
o particularly in the case of landlords, feudalistic eltese

conditions tend to determine whether people livelusters or in
scattered settlements.

o The nature of physical conditions such asdlafarms or
topography, soil type, water availability, type ekgetable
among others. These conditions determine houchmland
will be available to the population both for halbion and the
practice of its economic pursulits.

° The nature and organisation of the prevailegyicultural
economy. That is, whether permanent @emi-
permanent,

) nomadic type of farming is practiced. The decisidm group of

people to occupy a particular land area is geneddtermined
by the physical, natural or geographical ctads of the
area whereas the pattern of settlement might bectaid bya
combination of the foregoing factors.

There are two main types of settlement patternbligeria. These are
the cluster or nucleated or compact village and $lcattered or
dispersed settlements.
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3.2 The Cluster or Nucleated Settlements

These types of settlements are more thicklgpulated and
highly “urban”. Examples are Yoruba towns of SoWMestern
Nigeria and the Hausa towns and villages in thetiNorhey typically
comprise clusters of located compounds each of lwhidght be
separated by mud walls or reeds fences. Clustdles®ints have
their origin from the people’s need in the pastr &elf defence
against quarrelsome neighbours. The entire villagg be surrounded
with a high mud wall like in the part of Zaria dist, or a wall and
thick euphorbiahedges as in the Jos native areas.

Such settlements may contain over 20,000 peopleeliigegenerally
overcrowded. The farms are located outside thdes®tht areas and
farmers have to walk long distances to their farmssome instances,
farmers establish farm camps where they spend mdrtthe week
and then return to their villages on weekends anféstival days.

Merits of the Clustered SettlementsThese include:

Security from attack by either wild animals or extd enemies
Closer social interaction due to proximity whielso gives
individuals some psychological security

There is easier transmission of informatiam technologies
(innovations) to a large number of people withshart time

There is enhancement of a more efficient use abfamenities.

That is, more people have access to a single saomnity in
such settlements.

Demerits/Limitation of Clustered Settlements

The system encourages gossips and undue intecéerienthe
private life of neighbours

The system worsen the problems of sanitation andesauch
settlements susceptible to epidemic outbreaks

In case of fire outbreak, more destruction of &fed property is

likely to occur in a clustered or nucleated settént than in
a scattered settlement area

Farmers have to travel long distances to get to thAems. This
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discourages mixed farming (raising of crops alonthwearing
of livestock). Nigerian farmers usually live in slered
settlements to maintain their animals within themsa
environment that they themselves inhabit.

Figure 4.1: A nucleated village settlement
3.3 Scattered Settlement Patterns

This pattern is also called dispersed settlemehis Ts found in the

Tiv, Ibo, Ibibio, Bassa-Komu and other smallethnic group areas
in Nigeria. They consist typically of rectangulasuses or round huts
set in the midst of individual land holdings. Irettbibio and Ibo areas
in the South Eastern part of Nigeria, a road otgath coming from the
major road or village square often leads to a nunolbdiving quarters

located far in the bush. The idea of blomationship runs via
grouping of habitations everywhere in Easterngddia. A number of
people from one extended family may occupy dwgsialong a single
branch path forming a ward and a number wthswards scatter
over the whole territory owned by a particuldiage.

The rural Abakaliki Ibo live in scattered compoun@scluster of huts
surrounded by a fence) dispersed over the wholegel territory
with each compound having a considerable arearof fand around the
compound. In the Tiv area of Benue and partBlafeau States, the
round thatched huts are set within trees in thengpassy landscape in
a scattered fashion. Each hut contains a familysmmde relatives and it
is maintained until the surrounding farm lands héeeome infertile
whereby the family may move to another area.



Vi.

It would be wrong to say that settlements in thest&a parts of
Nigeria are always scattered. The earlier tribalswad one time brought
about compact settlemenst either on the hilltopsirorthe plain
among Ibibio and Ibo peoples. These scatteredesatthts have since
disintegrated ina greater part of the area giving room to
individualised scatterediwellings and other forms of settlement
patterns.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Differentiate between a settlement pattern andlagé organisation.

The Merits of the Scattered Settlement Pattern

It allows the farmers to practice mixeérming where
environmental factors are favourable. This is beeauhe
farmers are always around to take care of theastock.

Farmers are settled on their farms and hence dbawa to waste
money and time travelling long distances betwéeeir
homes and the farms.

It gives room for proper town planning if the arbas to be
rebuilt or resettled. In clustered settlemerdgas, whenever
modernisation comes, a hew town altogether ha touit (e.g
in Lokoja, Zaria, Makurdi, Kano and Jos).

It gives individual families some measure of priyac

It gives room for expansion - either in terms ofegrding the
relocation or homestead.

It encourages the use of household and farm yardirean the
farmlands surrounding the homestead which are lysual
utilized for raising vegetables and arable or foomps.

The Demerits/Limitations of Scattered Settlement Péerns

I.  Social amenities or services such as water, schalettricity,
medical services, etc. cannot be supplied n@waically.
When these are available, people have long dissatwdravel
to avail themselves of such facilities.

ii. People living in isolated huts located in thick bes tend to be

li.  relatively psychologically isolated. They are maespicious
of

Ilv.  strangers, more superstitious and more conservéime those
in compact settlements.

v. As people live in relatively isolated homest&ad ismore

vi. difficult to bring them together for meetings andarmation
on
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vii.  technologies (innovations) which tend to d#u more
slowly
viii.  than in clustered settlements.
ix. People in scattered settlements are also moresusesor prone
X. to robberies and criminal attacks than those clustered
or
Xi.  nucleated settlements.
xii. It is usually complex for strangers to deate the village
xiii.  boundaries either for service purposes or research.
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Figure 4.2: A dispersed settlement pattern

3.4Some Typical Village Organisations in Nigeria

The structural organisation of Nigerian villagesdatheir internal
governments have social physical as well dsstorical

backgrounds (Ekong 1988). Historically, a villageaynhave been
founded merely on its own. It may have been a brawidage to

another village elsewhere or it may have been &stedudl to serve as
a camp. Where a settlement is a temporary campgereftr migrant
farmers or road side traders it may have a mised village head.
Below are brief discussions of some typicdbhgé organisations.

3.4.1 Village Organisation of the Yoruba

The Yoruba ethnic group live in the southgpart of Nigeria.
They consist of many sub-ethnic or dialectic groapsh as the Okun,
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Kabba, the Egbado, the ljebu, the Ondo, the Ife, Ijesha, the Oyo,
the EKkiti, the Akoko, the Akupe, and the Owo. Altlgh the dialects of
these sub- groups differ they speak and utatetstheir own dialect
more than those of other subgroups.

In terms of interaction among members of heaaf the other
ethnic groups in Nigeria the Yoruba are closer thath other non-
members. For example, marriage, rituals, chieftaicen occur among
members of each ethnic group, and in fact, morgukatly among
members of each sub ethnic or dialectic group tiémnon-members.

The Yoruba village is often the compact type oflagk. It often

consists of a square and walls covered wibhrugated iron sheets.
Few are covered with thatched roofs. Many tbhe walls are
plastered, while some which are owned by @ltio farmers who
are financially buoyant, particularly cocoa nfers, are plastered
with cement. Only very few buildings are paint&the buildings are
often arranged in an irregular fashion with littlensideration given for
village planning.

According to Jibowo (1992), a typical Yoruba uj& consists of
the following structures:

1. Industrial centres around the village for preogg palm oil in
particular. The cattle slaughter slab is tedaat the end of
a fairly big village. The reason for locating thedustries at the
end of the village is to facilitate the disposal tbeé industrial
wastes into the bush conveniently and avoid messingthe
village with industrial wastes and odour.

2. Residential houses as described in the gnmegeparagraph,
where people rest after the day’'s work. The housesvell-
off farmers have kitchens and walled backyardéere
cooking, processing of some agro-industrigdoducts such
as garri, cracking of palm-kernel, drying &irm products
on a cement slab e.g. cassava flutter, parbadedake place.

3. The centre of the village where the house of \ilage head
could be located. The house of the village ancestor
community shrine, a town hall or other symlmattiructures
could also be located in the village centre.

4. Village shrines which are located at the enthefvillage or in a
nearby bush outside the village at times.
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5. Mosques Nlosalasi) for Muslim worship which are frequently
located inside the village. A place of occasionabrship
calledYidi, is also established outside the village bwpnyn
Muslims. Churches Sposi) for Christian worship are often
situated in conspicuous places, such as re@ds within
or outside the village.

6. When the village is large, a small magate is established at
the end or centre of it. Village people atidose from
nearby

smaller villages converge at the specified markace every
five or nine days to sell their farm products tuyers from
bigger towns and neighbouring communities.

The Yoruba are a predominantly urban people. Thiggnolive in
large towns and cities but they work on farms. Tleammitment is
largely to the towns and cities.

3.4.2 The Village Organisation of the Hausa andufani

The Hausa village Kauye) is the lowest unit in a hierarchy of
political arrangement of the district or Emé&a The Emirate is
the highest, followed by political district aritien the group. A
group of villages therefore forms the district, while a group of
districts forms the emirate. Every village, howevéias its own
identity as it has a recognized chi€h(ki), an appointed Muslim
priest (Imam), a regular weekly or biweekly ketr(Kasuwa) and
a common prayer ground at the outskirt of the tqMasallaci 1di).
The village itself is organized in wards anguwa consisting of a
number of walled compounds callegidaje. The wards are named
after peculiar physical feature or after ttenkr or profession of
the people living there. Each ward has ardwheadMaianguwa,
who is usually the eldest male of the leading coumgbin the ward
and he is responsible to ti8arki of the village. TheSarki may also

have a number of retainer’s batorborade among others via whom
he communicates with the common people in the coniyu

The Sarki is the executive head, although he lacks judiceaiigr. He
is responsible to the district head, thé&kinri for the following
functions:

Dispatch of people who are required by the distriictad for

services such as building of roads, bridges, coostm and other
district assignments.
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> Dispatch of people who are called by Moslem judgé the
district to the court.

> Collection, assessment and reimbursement of anakes in the
village.

j’ere 5.2+ 'Fulani women selling dairy products.

Plate 4.1: Fulani women selling diary products
3.4.3 Bassa-nge Village Organisation

The Bassa-nge people are found in the eastern abriogi State
of Nigeria and consist mainly of Gboloko, Ecewu, KpaElogbo,
Dodogbagi, Eforo in areas in the state which isaled in the middle
belt of Nigeria. The area is very sparsely populaed therefore offers
great potentials for rural development.The peopVe in towns as
well as hamlets known aSfu. Each Bassa-nge village has a chief
but the ultimate authority over the entiresBa&nge land rests with
the Etsu Bassa-nge or chief. The village chief allocatesdlam the
villagers and admits strangers into the commyuni(the Efu
town/village). Such a settlement may consist ok damily group.
Alternatively immigrants from other parts of thenda belonging to
another village can place themselves under itgipaliprotection.

There is a regular and intensive cooperation in fitmen of visits,

feasts, meetings, marriages and other social ictiers among the
Bassa-nge people.
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3.4.4 The Ibo Village Organisation

The Ibo people live predominantly in villages. Thdage group is
the highest authority, consisting of clusteo$ villages with a
common meeting place known as the villagetreenThe village
centre is surrounded by households, which in amn surrounded by
farmlands. Footpaths link the village centre wille houses and
farmlands. The village is divided into wards, memghip of which
consists of related or the same families. Famiiieson both sides of a
cleared path calledma in compounds. The compounds are dispersed
among the farms and gardens of the farm familidee €entre of the
village is always kept clean, often with a treeisT$erves as a market
place for the inhabitants. Igwe (2003).

The household is frequently established under evondrees such as
oil palm or raffia-palm. The household can be iteer by sons or
taken over by the community for communal utilisatiavithout
compensation to the owner. The farmland is ownedth®y kinship

group.

Annual crops like yams, cassava, maize and cowpeacammonly
cultivated. Banana and plantain are also grown laolyu

The Ibo village is autonomous of the neighbw towns and
cities, unlike those of other ethnic groups in Nigelt was not subject
to any outside authority. Authority was vested inbedy of elders
which met in a village council headed by the heddthe senior
lineage. The major issues discussed were sethoof religion,
marital harmony andmaintenance of village solidarity. Influential
men of wealth especially title holders and mermmbef local Ozo
lodge dominated the lineage headship.

The pattern of village settlement is dispersed fatgad. This is also
the situation among the Tiv people.

3.4.5 Village Organisation of the Edo

The Edo people are found predominantly inniBeCity and the
surrounding towns and villages.

The Edo town is headed ®nogien who is the direct descendant of
the Oba of Benin orOdiowere who is not a direct descendant but the
eldest man in the village (Ezekiel 2002). The yg#ahead is
responsible to the head of the nearby small towhp wn turn is
responsible to th®ba of Benin. The heads are thus responsible to
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the Oba of Benin. The following duties are being carriedt on
behalf of the Oba of Benin: organisation of community tasks,
collection of taxes, cult festivals, community saces and maintaining
relations with, and taking instructions from t@ba of Benin.

Shrines constitute a common feature in Ed@ages. Almost every
house has its own shrine either outside or indidehbuse. Many of the
residents prefer to bury their deceased kinsmethénsmall villages
and towns than to take them to Benin City. Evers¢haho die outside
the villages are frequently brought to the villaige burial and other
funeral ceremonies.

3.5 Implications of the Different Village Organisations
in Nigeria for Initiating Technological Change

The various patterns of village organisations amahg different
ethnic groups in Nigeria should be taken cognisamicen designing
andimplementing programmes of social and economic change
for technology (innovation).

1. The change agents can reach the rural Yorulgaaaps in the
village via the village head. This is because thHey in
compact villages to which they return for rest aftiee day’s
work on the farm. TheBaale who is the head visits the
residents on matters of public interest. The eldmnd family
heads could be called by the public crier in lafgenily
villages.

2. To work effectively in Hausa and Fulani villagegke change
agent should obtain permission from the districechewho
will authorise the village heads to allow the peopb work
effectively with the change agent. Female changentsgare
needed to go into the pudah to work with such femal
Muslim women during the day who profess the sartigioa as
themselves.

3. Among the Ibo, the change agent can work withviclual farm
families. He defines and clears his mission witle thillage
head, who legitimises this with the heads of hoakkh

4. The dispersed farmsteads make it possiolework with
individual farm families in Tivland. The missionsal has to
be cleared by the change agents with heads of graip
farmsteads.

32 3



5. The change agents can go via the villaglh in working with

Edo village residents. There is no frequaaed of working
through the Oba of Benin because of functional flexibility
of attachment of the villages to Benin City.

6. Cultural attributes and language differ amorgthrious ethnic
groups. It is necessary to use the advice of a gshaagent
who understands the languages and cultures of gemlp to
facilitate effective working on programmes of changith the
groups for technological change (Jibowo 1992).

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit teaches the concept of settlement pattard the economic
importance of cluster or nucleated and dispersed soattered
settlement patterns in Nigeria. It also highlighdeme forms of
typical village organisation and the implicatgorof various village
organisations in Nigeria for introducing changehope by now, you
would be able to explain the general conceptd settlement
patterns andvillage organisation in Nigeria.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has exposed you to the:

Concept of cluster and scattered settlement pattand their
advantages and disadvantages

Factors related to the settlement pattern of aoymof people

Examples of some form of typical village organisatin Nigeria.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Explain the concepts of nucleated and edsgd settlement
patterns in Nigeria.
2. Discuss two advantages and disadvantagesuofeated and

dispersed settlement patterns in Nigeria.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, we are going to treat the conceptRuefral Infrastructure
and its characteristics and types of Rural Infragtire and their
effects. The issue of infrastructure has assumekasing importance
in Nigeria in view of the need for increased prdsdrcof farm produce.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

define the characteristics of rural infrastructure
identify the typology of rural infrastructure
identify the effects of rural infrastructure and

state the provision of rural infrastructure.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Definition and Characteristics of Rural Infastructure

Rural infrastructure, according to Idachaba a@dayide (1980)
is defined to include the system of physical, hunaad institutional
forms of capital which enable rural residents tdtdyeperform their
production, processing and distribution activitees well as helping to
improve the overall quality of life. The modiasic elements of
infrastructure comprise rural roads, markets imalruowns and rural
water supply facilities. Rural infrastructure alsocludes social
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infrastructure, most significantly rural healthdaeducation facilities.
At some higher level development, it includes rural
electrification, telecommunicatiorfacilities and access to electronic
mass media.

Rural Infrastructure is a very loose conceptowever,
sometimes conceived narrowly to include only roadd water supply
as well as social infrastructure. The definitioménhes broad to capture
the concept that the inputs necessary to develoudigre - the
major occupation of the ruralites and reducpoverty, are
indeed all embracing. Agriculturecan not bedevelopedin
isolationfrom physicalinfrastructure development, rural health and
education or even from sound urban developmaityp(World Bank,
1993).

Rural Infrastructure as defined above possesses taircer
characteristics. These are heavy capital equiprbegbnd the reach
of the average individual rural resident, hug®itial capital
expenditures, benefits accrue to all members ofdbeiety (or non-
excludability in usage) and stocks of capitaklging streams of
services over a number of years

3.2 Typology of Rural Infrastructure
There are four major types of rural infrastructlreese are:

Rural physical infrastructure
Rural social infrastructure
Rural institutional infrastructure
Rural farm infrastructure

hroNPE

Rural physical infrastructure is defined to include

a) Transportation systems such as feeder roadgssaaoads, rail
roads, bridges, ferry services, boats, ports, fabiy etc.

b) Processing facilities such as public pssogy facilities,
machinery, equipment, buildings, etc, and

C) Communication systems such as rural telephonaces postal
agencies, etc. Rural social infrastructure is daito include:

I.  Health facilities such as hospitals, dispensariegernity health
services among others.

36 3



Educational facilities such as primary schoolspséary schools,
adult education facilities etc. and
Rural utilities such as rural electrification, pawsupplies and
waters supplies. The adequate provision of ethegrvices
will tend to raise the productivity of small farmersvesll as
stem the rising rural-urban drift.

Rural institutional infrastructure includes:

a)
b)
c)

d)

Rural organisations such as cooperatfaesiers’ unions, etc.
Rural-based projects such as communitjepts, etc.

Financial institutions such as credit stieis, banks, government
credit institutions, post office saving banks, etc.

Agricultural research facilities such essearch substations,
experimental-out lying farms, schools of griaulture,
demonstration plots, etc.

Agricultural extension services

Crop-animal protection - control-gradisgyvices.

Soil conservation services (Olajide antlifial999)

Essentially, the institutional facilities have t@ lmobilised or fully
financed, or promoted as the case may be by theicpabctor or
government. It is the ineffective promotion, finalcsupport and
mobilisation of these facilities by governmemt various parts of
Nigeria, that is also responsible for the dearthroéll farmers.

Rural farm infrastructure is defined to include:

Storage facilities such as silos, warehouses, gandpfarm bins,
open-air storage facilities, etc.

Irrigation water facilities such as dams, irrigati canals and
tributaries, bore-holes, drainage systems, etc.

Land clearing and preparation systems

Farm inputs supply systems such as seeds, fer§iipesticides,
etc.

Farm roads development/improvement facilities.sltthe rural
farm infrastructure that is of direct benefit teetemall farmers
(Olayide 1998). It is this class of infrastiure that has to
be given immediate attention as a measfs increasing
the productivity and aggregate output of small farmeriigeria.

Most rural dwellers in Nigeria derive water fromrestms and
shallow ponds.
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Bicycles service as a very important meank tmansporting
rural products to urban market

3.3 Effects of Rural Infrastructure
3.3.1 Production Effects

There are three classes of production effects afalRfrastructure.
First are the direct production effects. These udel important
contribution to increased production of farm andnnf@rm goads,
enhancement of productive ability of rural peopietgh better health
facilities, better decision-making by producersotigh education that
provides access to information and functiongkerdicy, and better
farm products arising from the results of reskamstitutions.

Second are the indirect production effetkt come from the
facilitating role of rural infrastructural féities. These include the
effects of education on production-distributionanagement and
the effects of improved facilitates on a@sceto opportunities in
decisionmaking, marketing and farm supplies or iapu

Third is the stabilisation of agricultural opiuction. These effects
include farmer operation at near equilibri levels of
optimum production, control of erratic fluctuations in fagomoduction
through the interplay of research and extensiornvicses, stable
production and distribution arising from workabkrrh calendar and
“market outlook” information systems, and bita release of
produce arising from provision of dependable storage facilities for the
“marketable surpluses”.

3.3.2 Income Effects

Rural infrastructure’s direct production effects are translatea
transformed into enhanced incomes emanatingm frincreased
output and farm produce due to adequate storagktiésc It ensures
the stabilization of rural farm and non farm incané&he provision of
rural educational credit and institutional faod#s combine to
progressively eradicate rural poverty througtceas to sources of
rural wealth and income generation opportunities.

3.3.3 Welfare Quality of Life Effects

Rural communities require more commodity and inpubgrammes
that significantly raise and stabilise rural incama addition to the
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need for dignity, self-respect, belongingness, aooecognition and
social participation to ensure continual improvement ie tuality of

rural life. The supplies of communication cifdies such as
television andredifussion, electricity, vocationathools and water
in rural communities improve the quality of rural life as livas

promote socio- economic integration. Adequate ameély information

via efficient communication systems helps to depeloational

consciousness in rural communities and thereforsures socio-
economic and social stability.

3.3.4 Employment and Resources Allocation Effects

The adequate provision of rural infrastructures ae new
employment opportunities through construction establishment
operations, and direct-indirect effects on farand non farm
production. There is additional effect ofe thelimination/reduction
of underemployment through the provision of ofgkenon farm
employment opportunities that facilitate all-smas use of rural
labour resources. Furthermore, Rural Infrastmgctguarantees and
continually improves the allocation of such resegras land, labour,
capital and water in farm and non farm rural eniegs.

3.4 Provision of Rural Infrastructure

Considering the above listed benefits and salu&ffgcts of Rural
Infrastructure to rural productivity and socio-pgmo-economic
welfare of our communities, the need arises forexamination of
probable methods of providing adequate the faediti These
probable methods will be discussed briefly in teraisfive major
efforts.

1. Governmental efforts: It is essential that governtakawareness
of the importance and effects of rural infrasture should
be matched by equally important expenditures oir firevision.
Federal, state and local government in Nigeria wided to
ensure that about ten percent of planned expeeditun the
1990s will to be allocated to rural infrastwal
development to ensure rapid and successful iatedrrural
development in Nigeria.

2. The class of community efforts at contributingsipively and
significantly to the adequate provision of rurafrastructure:
In the field of environmental hygiene-wealth faiiés, rural
roads, processing faciliies and community dgwaent
projects, the role of self help mechanisms witlvegamental
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matching grants cannot beoveremphasised.The Vvillage
approach tothestimulation of community efforts promises
the most powerful strategy and tools for adeqpabeision of
rural infrastructures.

Cooperative efforts: Here again, the village apphoghrough

cooperatives promises an effective mechanism fer ghpply
of rural infrastructure.  Multiple  purposeand single-
purpose cooperatives can through servicesocations,
provide rural infrastructure at cost. Exampleslude rural

electrification, rural water supplies, irrigationupplies, rural
telephone services, rural health clinics, rurabnsportation
services, etc. processing and credit coopeawtiorganised on
intra-village and inter-village basis constitudm effective
mechanism for the provision of rural infrastructyf&chiller,

2002).

River B as in Development Authorities (RBDAshoefs: This
body, by its enabling decree, is established to euiatte
specific functions in addition to the provision afural
infrastructure. Four types of Rural Infrastruetucan be
effectively provided by RBDAs. First is energy pglies
through hydro power installed in dams and resesvoSecond
are water recreation facilities for such adies as
swimming, boating and fishing. Third is water reaiation, a
conservational programme designed to reduce the bt
disappearance of water or withdrawal of water idustry for
coating purposes as well as reclaim mpaic waste
discharge, through on-site reutilisation anétum flow
use. Fourth is navigation through constructiomof
canals/roads in swamp lands, boat transportatrah foover
craft transportation over mash land and msplands that
cannot be canalised (Olayide et al 199).

Research efforts: The research efforts in thavigion of rural
infrastructure can be effectively mobilised by
public/governmental/public  research foisgs, research
centres/bureaux, research consortium, relsearc
commissions, research associations, and intentisaséarch
agencies. Research intoinfrastructure can take many
forms. These include exploratory, utilisation, cost-
returns, production-design or prototype digyment,
management and forecasting research. Since gbee i of
research infrastructures has been given verle liir no
attention in Nigeria, the needs arises fordgnamic and
purposeful infrastructures research policy.



4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit has examined in fairly general terms thsue of Rural
Infrastructure. It is expected that by nowwu should be able
to comprehend the conceptual issues of rural itriresire.

5.0 SUMMARY

Considering the fact that rural physical, rural iahc rural
institutional and rural farm infrastructure are esgary pre-requisites
for rapid integrated rural development, the finah@spects on their
provision to date seem inadequate. The fact mustnehasised that
Rural Infrastructure has beneficial production, incommpéyment,
resource allocation and socio-economic welfare effects ormralru
communities. Consequently, governmental, comtpun farmer-
cooperative, river basin authority and researffeces have to be
mobilised and adequately funded to ensure adecguadplies of rural
infrastructure necessary for rapid integrated ra@elopment of our
communities and their farm and non -farm enterprise

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Identify the three classes @roduction effects of rural
infrastructure and briefly discuss them.
2. Discuss how cooperative and researchrteffoave contributed

towards the adequate provision of rural infrastrces.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit we examined the definition andrekteristics of rural
infrastructure, typology, effects and provisionrafal infrastructure. In
this unit we are going to look at marriage andfdmily.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit you should be able to:

define marriage and the family

identify features of the rural family and

identify the functions of the rural family

identify the stages in the family life of a rurakmer
identify forms of marriage in Nigeria.

arwpnpPE
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ARD 202 1INTRODUCTION TO RURAL SOCIOLOGY

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 TheConcept of Marriage and Family

The family is usually defined as a kinship groupkéd by blood and
marriage and occupying a common household. A haldak not the
same thing as the family. It refers to all personsupying the same
house. These include relatives as well as lodgers.

The family as a social group is made up of a manwife or wives and
children living under a common roof, interagtimmnd influencing
the behaviours of each other in a more intimatarmaathan with others
who do not belong to it.

As a social institution the family entails tfeemalised, regular and
patterned way or process by which family life isresd out. It involves:

A set of common procedures such as betrothal orgemgant, courtship,
honeymoon, wedding.

A common set of values and norms e.g incest tabdoochaforbids
sexual intercourse with blood relations thgretecessitating
marriage outside the immediate family (exogamy)yelobetween
husband and wife in a way different from that whish expected
between brother and sister.

Marriage involves choice of mates. Mayea allows the social
relationship in which sexual expression is expetbethke place for the
major purpose of procreation. But if much sexugdression within and
outside marriage is for the purpose of sexual wgdification rather
than procreation, then sex plays an important iolself-fulfillment in
both rural and urban areas. Marriage is tsamed by the society.
It provides the social systems within which soc@és and statuses are
prescribed.

3.2 Featuresof the Rural Family

The rural family is characterised by manytdeas such as familism,
production and consumption of goods and seesyi continuity,
size, child bearing and rearing, socialisation,tipigation in family

decision making, marital expectations and evaluatio
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Familism could be described as the degree ichMmembers of the
family show solidarity in the process of performittig multifarious role
of the family institution. It involves the followgnfactors:

a) The extent to which personal goals are made secptalbe
consistent with family goals.

b) The extent to which control is exerted over indiatimembers
so that family values are imposed on each membdew,ivturn
accepts the values.

C) Personal security of individual members of a familyich shows
familism is generated by members through ttieeép sense of
integration into the family.

d) It embodies an intergenerational family group inclihmany
generations live under one roof near one another.

e) Existence of family property such as land, koghares in
companies, animals and farm crops. This practiseosters age’s
individualism among members.

f) Continuity of the family ensures that members brmtheir
children into the fold so that it does not disconé when certain
members die.

0) Mutual help exists among members who are assistsettup
their own farms, pay education costs, dowries,abamd other

forms of expenses when the need arises. The adnt familism
include:

Keeping the children in greater contact so as &pde affection
for one another.
Exercising control over members to protect tHamily

integrity; ethnic and rural standards; appeaship in the
family early occupation, which is frequently fangiin the rural
area.

Assistance in financing early education, purchasework

equipment and marriage expenses, feeding, ictptand other
personal expenses.

The disadvantages of familism include:

Self centeredness, which makes a family toagdMook for

the interest of its members, while it frequentlgsgs its eyes to
the consideration of other families.

Members tend to be narrow-minded and parochial; the
personalities of members are at about the same leve
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ARD 202 1INTRODUCTION TO RURAL SOCIOLOGY

Families limit chances of allowing members in ruiailies to

take up other occupations.

The system of seniority frequently adopted lowtes rate of
self-realisation of talented family members.

Whenever a family member violates the norrige family

image rather than that of the individual is consedeas tarnished.

3.3 Functions of the Family

The family performs many societal functions to ersthe welfare and
progress of its members. The functions include:

o Reproduction of the human species. That is grémt i

o Care and rearing of the young offspring particylat infancy
and years of dependence

o Education of the children.

o Protection from enemies, danger and psychologscdéiion,
provision of love and affection to reduce tensiad &ustration.

o Care of the aged and disabled family members.

o Production and consumption of good and services.

) Moral and financial support to family members iméi of joy and
trouble.

o Social, psychological and material suppant time of
bereavement, disaster or other forms or adversities

° Provide socialisation. That is, the family equips individual

with the knowledge which he/she will need in orttemplay
his/her roles in the society.

SELFASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Define family and marriage.
2. What is familism?

3.4 Stagesin the Family Life of a Rural Farmer

The family life and the farm business life of aaluiarmer are intricately
interwoven. The success of one highly infeesn the viability of
the other. However, some stages are distihghis in the life a
farm family.

1. Farm apprenticeship: This stage commeasesrly as the child
is able to walk to the farm himself. It beginsoabthe age of
three or four years and extends till the adolesgeats when the
young farmer is looking for a wife at the age of-1Z0. Initially,
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the young child is taken to the farm and askeddtclvthe father
as he operates the farm so as to inculcate theé dapreparing

for work. At the age of five or six, the child isvgn farm

implements with which to work. He is apportionedmall piece
of land to work upon. He learns how to operate fanplements
gradually. The apprentice turns to a skilled faoperator who
continues to assist the father on a family farm.

Operation of a farm business on a limitedlescThe young
farmer opens up his own farm on a large scale wizan he was
serving the father, but on a limited scale whempgared with
that of a full-fledged farmer. He still gets advitcem the father
on how to operate his farm at his own discretiott as a mark of
recognition of the father’s experience andpromote family
solidarity. The enthusiasm of early independenomfthe family

farm propels him to work. The encouragement obthinem the

young wife also stimulates him to work harder. Uhioately in

south-western Nigeria, like in many developing stes where
owner-operators of farms are predominant, thidss the period
when many young farmers over socialise by attendiagy club

meetings, parties, dances, funerals and ngarrieeremonies
which involve wastage of their resources whioght to

have been wisely invested in farm business. Tlagestasts till

the age of about 30 years.

The third stage is that of the owner-apmrof a farm business
on a large scale with his family. At this stages tarmer has now
raised his children to maturity as he was raisetiibyfather. The
children now assist him on the farm. He thus opgnkarge areas
of land using family labour. It is the period whianmers become
most prosperous in farming. The farmer is primaobncerned
with maintenance operations, and opening up of soeve farm
projects. This lasts up till the age of about 4&rgeo 50.

Owner-operator of a farm business on a smalkse@hout the

family: The farmer is now declining in energy. Hepegnds on
hired labourers to carry out much of his farm opere if he has
a large farm. His returns from the farm start tolide because of
greater investments in running the fammich had been
previously supplied via family labour. Hardwimg farmers
would have built houses in the village by é&mel of the third
stage. They actually would have started to buikllibuse in the
town, which they would complete early in the fousthge of life.

The fifth stage is that of retirement from aetifarming. The
farmer has attained the age of seventy abdve. Those
who have succeeded in building their own housethéntown
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spend much of the time in town. Those wlaveh not built
their personal houses in the town spend muichhe time in
their village houses and visit the town as occasidemand
(Jibowo

1992). This farm has now turned into a bush witbtspf tree
crops growing here and there on the farm. The fathw is still
energetic manages to maintain the tree crops wharhain
productive through spot-weeding. He tries to groms annual
crops for his subsistence and also depends on uppod of
prosperous children for his sustenance. Henams a
partially active farmer until he dies, unless olgeanakes him
unable to go to the farm.

The foregoing stages in the life-cyctd a typical farmer in
southwestern Nigeria are similar to th&tuation in  many
other societies where family-sized farms predoneinat

3.5 Formsof Marriage

It was earlier said that marriage involves choitenates. This may be
done outside one’s group or blood relations in Widase it is described
as exogamy, or within some specified group, the cdsvhich could be
described as endogamy.

Where one man and one woman are involved, the aggriis described
as monogamy. Where more than two people are indplites called

polygamy. Polygamy can assume three forms. Onbescase of one
man married to two or more women. This is calletygamy. This is

most common among traditional villagers and Muslimbligeria.

This second form of polygamy is one involving oneman and two or
more men. This is known as polyandry and has beéentified among
very few tribes in the world. The Todas of southkrdia are known to
accept fraternal polygamy in which one womamesried to two or
more brothers. The offspring of a such union bglto the extended
family directly rather than to a particular father.

The third form of polygamy is what is known as gpomarriage and
involves several men and women in marriagé&ationships with
one another with no sense of exclusive ownershiprdigick (2002) in
his study of 250 societies found that only 43 (1#&ctised monogamy
as a rule while the rest (8.3%) allowed differeartris of polygamy.
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Levirate Marriage

This is a type of marriage which involves the intagice of a widow by

the deceased husband’s male relations. This formasfiage is based
on a reasoning that a wife is part of tpessessions of the
husband which are passed down the extended famayh his demise.
Levirate marriage is a secondary form of marriagel @ntails no

elaborate ceremony.

3.5.1 Factors Associated With Polygamous Marriage in
Nigeria

Polygamous marriage in Nigeria could be attributednany factors.
Significant among these are:

1. Economic Reasons

In societies where little mechanisation is pradjsenost economic
production is carried out manually. Therefore, gneater the number of
hands available, the greater the productivity ef fdamily. People who
have large areas of farm land usually marry moaa thne wife so as to
enhance the available free labour force.

2. Religious Beliefs

The Moslem religion permits its adherents who dle,ao take as many
as four wives. The well-to-do among them have radrmore than one
wife.

3. The Need for Children

Sometimes a man may take a second or thif@ ivihe first is not
productive or fruitful. In the traditional Ibibiof @outh eastern Nigeria, a
barren woman in fact, went out of her way to mampther woman for
her husband. In addition, in the traditional soci@tman’s prestige was
enhanced by the number of children in his compoamdl so the more
women he acquired, the larger his compound greveome cases, the
need for a male child who would inherit the propet the family also
encourages men to take additional wives.

4, Social or Cultural Obligations

Some men in Nigeria have found themselves with ntloa® one wife
purely due to social or cultural reasons. A sudcésbusinessman or
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traditional leader may be given a girl gratis byneone who desires to
pay homage, indicate respect, seek favourjust seek a closer
relationship with him. Culture warrants that suchgdt” be accepted
gratefully. Similarly, tradition may require thadtet widows of a relative
be inherited by the surviving next of kin. The nmay have married his
own chosen wife already, thus he becomes obligettduijtion to take
on the widows of his relations.

5. Gratification of Sexual Needs

Men’s sex needs are known to be more imperious W@amen’s sex
urge. Thus, men who desire socially approved sesutéts when their
wives are either pregnant or menstruating takedaiitianal wives.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Define the following terms:
M Exogamy
(i)  Polygamy
(i)  Polyandry

40 CONCLUSION

The family is the basic unit of all societies.dtthe basic social group, a
basic social system and the most important univemsaal institution.

50 SUMMARY

This unit examines the concept of marriage and lfanféatures and
functions of the rural family, stages in the lifgete of a typical farmer,
forms of marriage and factors responsible fer ffolygamous family
system in Nigeria.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Identify four features of the rural fayil

2. Discuss two merits and demerits of fasmlin Nigeria.

3. Discuss three factors attributedptdygamous marriages in
Nigeria

7.0 REFERENCESFURTHER READINGS

Jibowo, G. (1992)Essentials of Rural Sociology. Abeokuta: Gbemi
Sodipo Press Ltd.115-123.

Murdock, Z. G. (2002).Social Structure. New York: McMillan
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3.2  Functions of Education
3.3  Types of Education in Rural Nigeria
3.4  Problems of the Rural School System aatt Solutions
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7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Welcome to another presentation from the coursehigunit we shall
discuss Education in Rural Nigeria. Take a few ri@awff to review the
previous unit before starting this one. It willllhg/ou appreciate the
close inter-relatedness of the units. Theutison will start with
the definition of education as a general concept iirwill go on to

examine functions, types and features of catlon in rural

Nigeria. The constraints of rural schoolystems and their
remedies will be highlighted.

The following unit objectives show what you shoalccomplish at the
end of this unit.

20 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

1 define education

2. identify the functions of education

3. identify the types of education in rural Nigeriadan

4 identify the problems of rural school systems dradrtsolutions.

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 TheConcept of Education

Education is the process of transmitting the sbciabproved cultural
heritage of any society from one generatioariother. It is also the
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process by which the new knowledge is spread anmmo@gbers of a
society. The cultural heritage and knowledge aamdferred through
education. Education as an activity is the preadstransmitting and
acquiring the socially approved aspects of cultheitage. The school
Is the social organisation in which education tgilase. The process of
socialization or culture learning usually startformally in the family,
churches, mosques, the community and themdity in schools.
Education in the formal sense has come to meaersgsic training by
specialists within the formal organisation of tlcaol.

3.2 Functions of Education

The functions of educational institutions inclutie following:

1. The transmission of the culture from one gati@n to another.
This is the normal socialisation function which ahxes the
teaching of societal values, norms, taboos, rotek ways
among others to the new entrant into the sociekpiig, 1988).
This function can be executed within the family, ger groups
and other primary groups in a community.

2. Bringing about social change via the ihcation of cultural
heritage and development of new knowledge skillds and
artifacts. New knowledge is acquired through reseaand
present experience has shown that technologicalyareced
nations invest more on research than developingmnsat

3. Training of people for specialised adult roldhis involves
learning of new skills through apprenticeshipguasition of
knowledge, tutorship or indoctrination, or by rrfal
educational institutions. This level of educatioa mostly
obtained outside the family and informal schooltisgs with
some expert teachers (Ekong, 1988).

4. Provision of a setting for school interantiThe school brings
people from diverse background into constaméraction. This
thereby fosters the formation of peer groups argba@sations
which help in moulding the character and retuof the
individuals involved.

5. Differentiation of people in the societyd validation of their
social status. In most contemporary society, thguiadion of
formal education and possession of some cettiEfieasure the
entry of individual into prestigious jobs. That the higher the
certificate, the more highly placed the individualthin his
profession. Therefore the proliferation of professi and skills
and the graduation of diplomas help to put peapte various
categories. Thus, education has becomsousce of class
formation as well as social mobility.
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3.3 Typesof Education in Rural Nigeria

There are various forms of formal educational faes in rural Nigeria.
These include the followings:

1. Extension Education

This is an informal out-of-school education givenrural families by
experts in agriculture, home economics, health,llsspale industries
among others. This type of education is often knaagn extension
education.

2. Adult Education

This is semi-formal literacy education organised ddults who had no
opportunity to acquire formal education at eardige.

3. Formal Education

This is the type of education offered at the priyramd secondary levels
to rural children and adolescents. At the primawel, two main types
of education can be identified in Nigeria. These e western type of
education and the koranic type of education with [iter being more
prevalent in the Moslem areas in Nigeria. SinceeNahad grown up
under the influence of the western world, therelieen the tendency for
people to undertake koranic education gdlye Until quite
recently, most parts of rural northern Nigeria lwadly koranic schools
whereas western type schools have always predosdimathe south.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. Define education.
2. Identify four functions of educational institomi and discuss two
of them.

3.4 Problemsof the Rural School System and their Solutions

The rural school is of fundamental importance ia life of any nation.
This is because it is the area in which basic \w\la#itudes and other
cultural dimensions of a society are transmittedtiie succeeding
generations of citizens. Most of these citizensarrably move to the
urban areas to constitute the cream of the socitg rural school
experiences many problems when compared witkeir urban
counter parts. Some of these include:
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1.

54

The pupil - teacher ratio is lower in theal than urban areas.
The anxiety to send children to school is still évin rural areas
than in urban areas. In agrarian societies someonsaare
responsible for this. Some parents want thehildren to
help them on the farm; some parents do not havéciguit
money to give their children even for daily feediag school;
some are not interested in formal education becthey believe
that it takes children out of the home aftgaduation; instead
they prefer their children to remain with them their farm. In
many rural parts of northern Nigeria, many parefdsnot want
their children to go to formal school, insteddey prefer
sending them to Islamic schools to study the Kora

The average salary of the rural teacher is Iavan that of the
urban teacher. This is because the averagdifigation and
experience of the rural teacher is lower tham tbhthe urban
teacher.

The average rural teacher is saddled with aieeteaching load

than his urban counterpart. This is because ofueretjshortage
of teachers in many subjects, particularly at tigl Ischool level.

Teachers, who specialise in a field such as aguiall science,

may be required to teach related sciendgests such as
chemistry and biology. In the elementary schoolpynschools in

fact required the same teacher to teach all thepstshbecause he
is considered as competent enough to handle alsubgects at

that level. The outcome is over-loading die tteacher,

which frequently results in inefficiency.

The staff-turn over in rural school is much tEghhan that of
urban school. Staff in rural schools frequentlytutiss the school
supervisors to post them to urban schoolarrigd female
teachers in particular, prefer to stay with theuslands who
frequently live in urban area. Such teachers aguiently posted
to the urban area at the earliest available oppitigs.

The physical and teaching facilities in rwgahools such as
buildings, laboratories, sporting facilities, @il and sanitary
facilities are often smaller and less efficienttiiose in cities.

For example, lighting facilities are not in existenin many
Nigerian rural schools whereas urban schools applied with
electricity. Pipe-borne water supply is abs@mtmany rural
schools, but are present in many urban schools.

Myopic, limited, traditional and outdated cuuli@/syllabi often
feature in small schools. Much of the curriculummat related to
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solving rural problem. Agriculture and livestoclkarmg are the
most common occupations in Nigerian rural aare
Agricultral science was not taught in manyatusecondary
schools in Nigeria. It was not until 1976vhen the
Federal Military Government introduced the Operateed the
Nation campaign, that the subject became cosopylin all
secondary grammar schools in Nigeria (Jibowo 1992)

Supplementary materials for teaching inalruschools are
marginal or non existent. Libraries are pgpodquipped or
nonexistent. Social “promotion”, a systeaf moving the
students along so as to give chance foritkheoming group
prevails. Such a system results in ill-educatedesits.

The rate of failure is higher in ruraheols than in urban schools.
This leads to unfavourable image of the rural sthtm such an
extent that educated members of the society @travitling to
send their children there.

Schools are more broadly separated from hbmes of the
students in rural areas than urban areas. Somengtutiave to
trek about 1-6 kilometers or more from their hon@school.
Only a few rural secondary schools providesds for their
students.

Students in rural schools are often more exptsenanual work
than those in urban schools. They are often askepénd some
hours in the school garden, cutting school fiekiseeping the
school compound, cleaning the school toilet, waslihve desks
and tables at the beginning of each semester wr. t8uch jobs
are often given to hired labourers in some urbdmasls. Some
teachers in both urban and rural schools at tirsgsstudents to
work on their personal farms even after school fiolihese types
of activities make the students to be taedt to do their
assignments or get enough rest for the followingslacademic
work.

3.4.1 Solution tothe Rural School Problem

There are two possible approaches to pmuyidsolutions to the
problems of rural schools (Jibowo 1992). Firstasatter or change the
structure of the rural schools from what they drprasent, the other is
to continue with the present arrangement but imprav them. Altering
the structure involves consolidation of sckoolln the United
States, since 1879 when the National Educafssociation Report
of the committee of twelve on rural school@s released, there
has been a general agreement among educatospaiati scientists in
the country that schools had problems which coeldabgely corrected
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through consolidation of schools. Consolidatiols expected to
bring the following merits:

More qualified teachers, more effective supervisiand school
administrations;

o More adequate school located centrally.

) Use of the consolidated school plant as a nato@akcentre for
its arena;

o A large and more heterogeneous range of contactsifal
children;

o Increase school attendance,;

o Improved educational programme based on the soe&ds of
rural children and aimed at improving thementally and
physically;

o Adequate number of children in schools to feaé healthy

competition and social stimulus in school work, elepment of
group and project work and satisfactiof eatra-curricular
activities;

o Improvement in adult programmes in areas sebyethe
consolidated schools;

The demerits/criticisms of consolidation are:

o] Students from low socio-economic background migiigoin
unwarranted attitudes to influence other students;

o] It brings students together in one school wdikregard to
community interest;

o] Putting students in buses from one community totherofor

long periods of the day is not in their em@st. Schools
which are consolidated within each community \eitadicate
much of the demerits.

The second possible approach to providing solutiothe problems of
rural schools is to continue with the présenhool structure, but
improve on it via community efforts. The @at-teacher
association may take the responsibility for pravgdsolutions to some
of the constraints. This will be in form of coopira relationship
between the school and the community. If the paresint good quality
education for their children, they should play active role in the
process of providing such education.

The third approach is the establishment of prigateools to run side by
side with those of government. Many groups andviddals such as
missionary organisations, philanthropic organisaioand private
individuals could be allowed to establishedchals. The
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government should give guidelines which are tddiewed by these
groups and individuals for quality assurance.

A new approach to providing high quality educatairthe rural level is
the establishment of rural schools by philanthrapganisations such as
the International Lions Club and Rotary Club. Somoé these
organisations are so rich and endowed with so ntaleyted members
that they could go into community improvement, whis their major
goal through the establishment of high quality kschools.

40 CONCLUSION

Education like other social institutions is ateys of social practices
revolving around a valued function of thecisty - socialisation-
in which those who participate, the patterf iateraction, the
means adopted and the manifest ends a@le culturally
specified and sanctioned.

50 SUMMARY

This unit gives the definition of the copte education. Various
functions of education, types of education foumdural Nigeria and
disadvantages of rural school systems have bednidtited. Remedies
to these problems have also been discussed.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

List and discuss five constraints of rgichool systems.
As a rural sociologist, discuss briefly two apmies to the
remedies of rural school problems in Nigeria .

N =
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, we examined the concept of edocaind its functions,
types of education and its constraints in rurabstisystems and finally
their solutions. In this unit we are gpinto examine religious
institutions.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

explain the meaning of religion;
identify the three major forms of religion in Niggrand

identify the universal functions of religion.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 TheMeaning of Religion

Religion is defined as consisting of institutiosall systems of beliefs,
values and symbolic practices which provid®ugs of men with
solutions to their question of ultimate meaning eaith, difficulties,

suffering, etc. (Glock and Stark 1998). Milton (69%as also defined
religion as “the attempt to bring the relafi the temporary, and
the painful things of life into relation wittvhat is conceived to be
permanent, absolute and cosmically optimistic”.igteh is a universal

human institution. It entails a set of basic bali@hd ritualistic practices.

58



ARD 202 MODULE 2

These beliefs and practices however y vlrom one religious
organisation to another and responsible tfm multiplication of
religious organisations in society.

Religious practices and thoughts are often assatiaith descriptions
such as power, invisible, mighty, all-pervasive gmesent, omniscient,
omnipotent, mysterious, miraculous, supetd@t and everlasting
being. There is a belief that God who is worshigfegdugh religion does
good things only. There is also a belief that Gad do evil to those
who violate his rules.

3.2 Rural Religionin Nigeria

Like in many parts of the developing worléligion is an
important aspect of the social life of Nigeriansbioth rural and urban
areas. There are three major forms of religion iigeNa namely,
Christianity, Islam (Mohammedanism) and the tradil religion. The
first two have many denominations, while the thiess many sub-types.

Christianity

Christianity was introduced during the period ofotalism, first into
the southern part of the country. Today it hasagbte many other parts
of the country. However, there is a larger con@in of Christians in
the south than in the northern states. Christimaammonly found in
Ogun, Ondo, Osun, Lagos, Delta, Edo, Enugu, AkvaarpbOyo, Imo,
Anambra, Enugu, Abia, Ebonyi, Bayelsa, Cross-RivRivers,
Adamawa, Taraba and Plateau states. Ther aitates have less
proportions of Christians.

Different Christian denominations have beentroouced from
Europe and the United States. These are Ghtholic, Anglican,
Methodist, Baptist, the Christ Apostolic Church d@hd Apostolic Faith.

Several indigenous church denominations have bam@ned also. Some

of these are the African Church, the African Meisb&hurch, Church

of the Lord Aladura, the Cherubim and Seraphim Church, and the
Celestial Church of Christ. Some other n@wurches introduced
are the Redeemed Christian Church of God, theestadChristian
Movement and the Four Square Gospel Churcthe Told
denominations and the indigenous groups are monenmn in rural
areas than the new introductions which are largediricted to the urban
areas. The rural branches of the denominations feegquently
accountable to the church district and their unbarent bodies.
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In small towns and cities, the church continuesattract massive
following. With increase in social change of risiagpirations among
urban residents, there has been correspondiogease in crime
rate, armed robbery, cases of hired assassisatmotor accidents
among others. People believe that by moving clas&od, they could
be spared of these sources of disaster. Othersvbethat by moving
closer to God, their welfare and success in lifel¢®e ensured.

|slam

The rural Muslims belong to many denominations Wwhiave small

buildings utilised as mosques. There special oonasare the birth day
of Prophet Mohammed and the end of the alnriasting. While

Christians pray in the churches on Sundays, Muslmay in central

mosques on Fridays. In addition, Christiamaypin the morning
and evening daily. Such occasions do not attractyn@hristians. On
the other hand, Muslims are supposed to pray fined daily. Devoted
Muslims obey this regularly. Both Christians and dliims sometimes
accompany their prayers with fasting when they hepecial request to
make to God.

The Muslims in rural areas often go to theban areas to
celebrate special religious festivals. Among sMo devotees,
particularly the Hausa and Fulani ethnic groubs,drayer period is so
strictly observed that even when they have pgmy during a
journey they stop their vehicles by the roadesahd pray. The
proportion of Muslims in the northern part of Nigeis greater than that
of Christians.

The Traditional Religion

This religion is observed mainly in the rural areadNigeria. The rural
inhabitants of the various states in Nigeria glidlce much premium on
the continued worship of traditional religions. Soof those who claim
to be Christians and Muslims still have traditiogalds in their rooms
which had been passed to them from their ancettoog worshipped.
Among the Yoruba of south western Nigeria, mahyhe traditional
gods are heroes and heroines who have becomeddédtemd examples
are Sango, the god of thunderQgun, the god of Iron,lyemoja,
the goddess of water and Ifa, the god of divination. There are
traditional gods which represent the spirits of tezeased ancestors.
Examples of these areEgungun, the masquerade,Oro, the god of
vibrating soundslgunnu, the lofty rotating god. The lofty rotating god
actually originated from Nupe ethnic group of Nigtate.
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The annual festival for these gods provide occasitum pomp and
pageantry among their adherents. Some even worghip during
festivals so as to obtain a good harvest.

With increase in formal education, the influencethd traditional gods
on the people has waned. This is due to the fadt nany educated
children of the adherents are no more willing tasitp such gods.

Some that are not well committed worshippers haslepted either
Christianity or Islam. Some reasons responsible thes change in
traditional attitude include:

1. The missionaries paired introduction of westeducation with
Christianity. Christians are thus seen as ragibg western
education rather than believers in traddl religions. In
addition, the schools attended by many youtasght them
Christian religious worship or Islam. No fitamhal religion
is taught in these schools. Many students thusugitedo imbibe
the religious beliefs they are taught at school.

2. The method of worshipping traditional gods idygienic as it
involves the use of things like palm oil, blood Iniestock, and
food items which are exposed to flies and ants.c&thd people
are not willing to go through such processes.

3. Many of those who worship traditional g@e old and illiterate.
Many of those who are young and still wgrshthem are
illiterates. The upcoming literate generations tté# society thus
mostly accept either Christianity or Islam.

4. It has become fashionable to be a Christiarhédouth and a
Muslim in the north. On the other hand, has become
“primitive” to espouse traditional religious belein the country.
Young literate people are therefore willing to guctashionable
religions rather than the outmoded traditional gods

3.3 Functions of Religion

Religion fulfils certain universal functions whiafclude:

1. The explanation of the unknown and irtagu physical
occurrences e.g flood, earthquakes, drought, lighgg etc.

2. The justification of human existence by statthg nature and
role of man in terms of super-natural design.

3. Promotion of group solidarity as religisra cultural possession.

61



ARD 202 1INTRODUCTION TO RURAL SOCIOLOGY

4. The celebration of human achievementt iganost rituals are

connected with some crucial periods in the sociekamples are

puberty, planting of crops, harvest, etc.

Strengthening of moral order and prommotbsocial control.

Support for other social organisations andtitutions, e.g

schools, hospital, welfare agencies, etc.

7. The rationalisation of individual sufiegiin the material world
thereby making such suffering bearable (Ekong 1988)

oo

40 CONCLUSION

Religion is an important aspect of the social bfeNigerians in both
rural and wurban areas. Virtually all the hodox religions
originated from the rural area. In fact, theorld was basically
rural when the religion evolved. Religion themefo still has its
strongholds more in the rural areas of the moreldged societies than
in the urban areas. Rural religion in Nigerisscdissed above is not
to infer that traditional religious practiceg an the way to extinction.
This is not likely to be the situation in the néature. The reason is that
the rural areas still consist of strongly obseraad protected traditional
religious practices.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has examined the meaning of refigiand rural religion

in Nigeria. The universal functions which religioan fulfill were also

highlighted. It is hoped that you understahd general concept of
religious institutions by now.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Define the term religion.
2. Identify and discuss three reasons why many addcchildren
are no more willing to worship traditional gods.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Welcome again to another presentation from thessoun the last unit,

we treated the religious institutions, where wedssed the meaning of
religion, religion in Nigeria and its functions. this unit, we are going

to look at the political institution. The followingnit objectives indicate

what you should accomplish at the end of this unit.

20 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o] explain the concept of political institution

o] identify the features of the local government iratareas

o] explain how rural people show considerable intermst
political

(o] participation in their villages.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 TheConcept of Political I nstitutions

Political institutions serve the people of a natiofiorm of governments
in their traditional and modern forms which existlee local, state and
national levels. They serve executive, legislatime judiciary functions
at each level and also relate citizens to each @vgovernment in the
performance of these functions. Each level of gomrent also relates to
the other in a systematic and coordinated fashrequently ensuring a
division of labour. A system of political organisat is fashioned within
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which the philosophy and methodology of governaad selection of
active participants in the political process evolve

In more developed societies like the United Staths, rural local
government is frequently a continuation tbe state or national
government political structure. However, thative Indian tribes
had their own system of rural local governance rptiothe arrival of
immigrants from Europe and during the eaylyars of European
settlement in that country (Gupta 2002). Today, imoicsuch structures
have been obliterated by the forces of modernisatibich have swept
across United States particularly during the hast ¢enturies.

Less developed nations or countries like MNagestill retain much
of their traditional political forms at the locaéVel,although  the
modern political structure exists side by sidéh the traditional
forms. The latter which had influenced the livéghe citizens over a
much longer period than the former, still contraisich of the daily
activities of the local people.

Unlike some African countries, Kenya did nleave institution of
political chiefs prior to the arrival of th8ritish colonialists in
that country. Most of the communities were rulea aicouncil of elders.
In 1902, the colonial administration passed thdagé headmen
ordinance, which among the other things, providaditie appointment
of headmen by the colonial administrators. Theyewterrule on behalf
of the colonialists at the local level.

Japanese rural area fiefs during feudal times watided into districts.
These were administered by magistrates who wereiatep by the fief
government. The districts consisted of villagdgra. In the urban areas
were cities which consisted of wards amthges. Wards were
subdivided into neighbourhoods of five to ten $&s) gonin gumi or
junin gumi. The district magistrates linked the fief admirasbn with
the people. They exercised legislative, executnajadicial powers.

3.2 Featuresof theLocal Government in Rural Areas

The following features characterise the rural lagayernment in many
societies:

1 Resistance to Change
The local government is the institution through eththe local people

show their political expressions, thus like otherral institutions it is
highly resistant to change. The traditiorraral local governing
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processes in many societies have remained ¢$hene over
centuries. Prior to the introduction of the westgystems of government
in many African countries, the traditional st of government had
even remained the same.

2. Informality

Local government structures and processes aklyhinformal. They
are governed by traditional mores, practices aladioaships.

3. A High Degree of Autonomy

The local government enjoys a high degree of autgniorespective of
the state or national government which could beocaarchy, republic,
democracy or an oligarchy. This is because compte local affairs
cannot be supervised by the central governmenthwisidar from the
local sense. The influence of the central goverrinbestomes more
effectivet in governing the area with increase nansportation and
communication, although the high degree of auton@rstill common
in most rural districts of the world.

4, A High Degree of Stability

Even in terms of rapid social change brought albquthe activities of
the modern central governments which open up piojecrural areas,
change in the traditional rural system of governnienften gradual.

5. Rule by Discretion

This is a common feature where mores predominaetiling process.
Taxation, administration of justice, maintenancefagilities such as
schools, roads and bridges are informally executéowever, such
traditional political institutions have been largekplaced by central
governments with growing difficulties of virtualbjl societies.

6. Lack of Specialised Political L eadership

Those who lead in other spheres of rural life feagly take the mantle
of political leadership. In Nigeria, amongethvoruba and Bassa-
nge people, seniority in terms of age, wisdom, menstup of the
lineage of leaders in the community and socialditay) are some of the
criteria for becoming th8aale or Madaki of a village ruling council. In
many Latin American countries like Colombia, thes@o financial gain
for becoming the Alcalde (Jibowo 1992). This is true of many other
rural local governments in other countries.
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7. Complement of Formal L ocal Gover nment

The traditional rural local government frequentlglgs the formal
government in implementing some of the programniélealocal level.
For example, collection of taxes, criminals idan#fion, prevention of
crime, security and safety of the rural dwellers best ensured by the
village governments. In some Yoruba villages, Basga, Igala among
others, prevention of crime, for example, ¢arried out by
engaging night-watchmen or vigilantes who are paydthe village
residents to help keep vigil, prevent and fightnai The number and
effectiveness of the police force is so limited, nmany other less
developed countries, that their influence in cripnevention is virtually
non-existent at the village level.

8. Subjection to the Control of the Central Gover nment

The rural local government takes instructions frdm formal local
government, which it frequently implements. Thernfal local
government in turn receives instructions from ta@esgovernment.

9. Lack of Formal Means of Enforcing its Regulations

The traditional village government depend®n  mores,
folkways, imposition of fine, and similar fanmal means of
enforcing its regulations. Although its regulasoare frequently
obeyed because of the existing spirit ofdasity among the
inhabitants, disobedient members can occaljonbe forced to
comply. With increasing influence of formal gaal activities at the
village level, disobedient members who are bolstdrg party loyalty
frequently put the council in positions of poweslesss to enforce its
rulings.

10. Definite Pattern of Gover nance

The rural local government has its own pattern alvegnance,
communication and decision-making. Among the Yory=ople of
Nigeria, each village is governed by a village aourrhis council is
headed by theBaale, who chairs all council meetings. He holds
this position for life. He is assisted in many cas®y a deputy. A village
crier is instructed by him to call meetings of age heads of households
on important occasions.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What is a political institution?

3.3 Rural Pdlitical Participation

The farmers indicate a considerable interest iitipal participation in
their villages. Political gatherings and campaigres occasions for large
assemblages of rural people to meet. This encosirsgiearity among
the rural people. In Nigeria, the campaign meetargsaccompanied by
drumming, dancing and acrobatic displays to megiomant political
figures. Speech-making in support of a politicattpavhose leaders are
on such campaign tours is the main item on the égagyéor convincing
eligible voters. State and local governmemvel leaders of
political parties meet with village leaders and étectorate from time to
time to discuss political issues. There are fregoenasions for speech
making and merriment by farmers, farmers’-leadstste and local
government political parties. As rival political pporters sometimes
clash during campaigns, and for the safety of jp@s who sometimes
attack one another, thugs are often hired to prakecpoliticians. This
is because police protection is often inadequatel, lzecause of the
design of some politicians to use the thugs to eaumsible for members
of the opposing political party.

The casting of ballot to elect their representatiiga common practice
in many countries, apart from those in which mijitgovernments have
forced themselves into political power for the geegart of the history
of nationhood. Rural people vote more inatieh to the number
of people of voting age than the urban people.

Rural people vote more for personality rather ttten party. One party
Is also more likely to be favoured by majority betrural people than
urban people who are more likely to divitemselves among the
parties favoured. In Nigeria, party support amomglr people has been
on ethnic basis. The predominant party favourediral south-western
part by the urban people has been led Hey late Chief Obafemi
Awolowo (1909-1987).

Radicalism and revolution have taken place amongl réarmers,
particularly when ownership and control of theindais threatened.
Farmers have often then resorted to violent actibhse farmer holiday
movement of 1932 and 1933 in the Midwestpant of the United
States, which also influenced some southern stai@s,an example of
farmers’ revolt which sought to prevent dispossessif farmers. The
land use Act (1978) in Nigeria recogniseds tpotential danger by
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making provision for continued use by farmers, laitg of land which
they were cultivating at the time of the Act. Farmeften favour
constructive measures and those which improve tveir welfare. They
have opposed civil rights regulations and favoymede support bills for
agricultural products in the United States (Jibd989).

40 CONCLUSION

We have examined in fairly general termg tlssue of political
institutions. By now, you should be able to underdtthe conceptual
issues of political institutions.

50 SUMMARY

We have examined the general concept of politizstitutions, features
of the local government in rural areas and rurdtipal participation.

60 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
List and discuss eight features of the local govemt in rural areas

7.0 REFERENCESFURTHER READINGS

Jibowo, G. (1992)Essentials of Rural Sociology. Abeokuta: Gbemi
Sodipo Press Ltd. Nigeria: 142 - 147.

Jibowo, A. A. (1989). “Response to Community Leadand Non-
Leaders to the Land-Use Act (1978) in Oyo StatBligeria”. Ife
Journal of Agriculture: 4(1).

Gupta, P. (2002)Local Government in Japan. Stanford California:
Stanford University Press. 10 - 13.

68



ARD 202 MODULE 2

UNIT5 RURAL ECONOMICINSTITUTIONS
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0  Objectives

3.0 Main Body
3.1  The Meaning of the Economic Institution
3.2 The Significance of Economic Instibm$ to Rural
Farmers

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

You would recall that in the last unit, we treatbd political institution
where the general concept of political institutenmd its participation in
rural areas were discussed. In this unit, wi# look at the rural
economic institution.

20 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

explain the meaning of the economic institution

identify the significance of economic institutiotas the rural
farmers.

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 TheMeaning of the Economic I nstitution

The economic institution in any culture is oftenncerned with the
arrangement  of relationships between people far #ustained
production, distribution and consumption of goodsl @ervices within
that culture or between it and another culture (M003). The family
as we have earlier discussed, is the basic econaniticn any society.
That is, it acts as the basic unit of productiomd aonsumption. As a
society advances and becomes more compdpecialisation of
functions often sets in to the extent that the fiomcof production and
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distribution of goods becomes transferred to inuisand commercial
firms. The family however, still plays the importanle of providing

the labour or manpower for production and distitnutwithin these
organisations.

The basic factors of production in any economy haeen identified as
land, labour, capital and entrepreneurship. Ka®Bg), however, holds
that of all these, labour is the most crucend that Ilabour
produces capital and entrepreneurship. In additmrabour, land is
equally very important.

3.2 The Significance of economic Institutions to Rural
Farmers

The economic institution is one of the most siguaifit dimensions of
rural life. The institution provides the need the rural farmers in
different ways through provision of credit, prowasiof land, provision
of labour, purchase of equipments and supplies,naadketing of farm
produce.

These needs are provided in rural communities whangly farms
predominate. In this situation, the initiativesf individual and
family farmers are mobiliaed to look forefie services for their
farm development.

The foregoing economic services are oftenfopered in rural
areas through established rural organisations asich

1. Cooperative societies performed through cooperagfforts of
the rural farmers;
2. Government of privately established im$ibns serving the rural

area like rural banks, government parastatal osgdions such as
agro-service centres where farming inputs sashimproved
seeds, fertilizers, chemicals, tractor servicesnaade available to
farmers at subsidized rates, cooperations whiclestablished by
the government to produce and market agriculturadyrcts,
marketing companies and commodity boardbich are
to purchase agricultural commodities from prEs and
other large scale buyers (Akingbade 2003);

3. The efforts of individual farmers who look fdnelse services
from other individuals and groups.

We are now going to discuss each service in mailde
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a)  Provision of Farm Credit

Farm credit is money provided to farmers to meetdbst of executing
various operations on their farm enterprises. Tlmeay is often spent
on aspects such as project farm planning, acquisiof land where it
cannot be obtained, land survey, labour, procurémiefarm inputs and
marketing. Credit is therefore needed at safiges of agricultural
production process.

Credit is provided to farmers in two ways. Firstcash credit, which is
money loaned to farmers. Second is credit in kimdich consists of
farm inputs like improved seeds, agrorcivals, fertilizers and
herbicides, which are given to farmers to coveawd pf the loan granted
to farms.

Cash credit is often provided by the Banks. Agtimal Credit
Cooperation and Nigeria Agricultural Cooperativand Rural
Development Banks (NACRDB) in many States in Nigegive credit
in both cash and kind to farmers. Collateral ségusihowever required
at times.

b)  Acquisition of Land

This is the second manifestation of the signifiearnd the economic
institution in the rural area. Acquisition of lafat agricultural and other
economic purposes is of paramount importandee System of land
tenure in the world falls into two major parts:

) State ownership and control, and

1)) Individual ownership and control. The formeash developed
largely in the communist countries; the latter isgominant in
other parts of the world (Njike 2000). Under thatstownership
of land, allocation of this resource by geuand for
various purposes is usually done by the gowent. Under
individual ownership, land acquisition is fremqily through
rent, lease, borrowing or outright purchase ofllan

¢) ThelLand Use Degree

The Ogun State of Nigeria Gazette 27 (1978) wasobriee instruments
which published the decree. It stated that it wathie public interest that
the right of all Nigerians to the land of Nigeria preserved by law. In
addition, it was in the interest of the lwhthat the rights of all
Nigerians to use and enjoy Nigerian land and itsina& fruits in enough
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guantity to sustain themselves and their familiesutd be preserved.
The right to allocate land to applicants and wigtvdrsuch land when
necessary was vested in the Governor of each shatand use and
allocation committee was set up in each state wicadhe Governor on
the implementation of the decree. A land use adyisommittee was
setup in each Local Government Area to advise dsan rural areas
(Jibowo 1992).

The major criticism of the decree is thatailows the rich land
developers to acquire large areas of land in varmarts of the country
without paying much money. The provision of therdecwhich limits

the area of land which could be acquiredukh be enforced and
possibly reviewed to reduce the area further widabh person could
acquire, so that land could be available for prospe users.

d)  Supply of Labour

Rural labour supply for agricultural developmentvarious parts of the
world is through these major sources such as huateour, farm animal
sources, and use of modern machines wyampébughs, harrows,
harvesters mounted on tractors. The source of tfabhppears to be
indicative of the level of development of each oati In the
underdeveloped and developing parts of the Workickvinclude the
major parts of Africa, Asia and Latin Americaliance is placed on
human labour to execute many farm operations irrdha&l areas. Land
clearing, cultivation, planting of cropspaintenance operations,
harvesting and haulage are carried out manuallid(@a 1997).

The tools used include hoes and cutlasses whictadémuch human
labour. Basket is used for haulage of prtgldcom the farm. This
involves carrying of products on shoulder or heaBlansportation
involves trekking on most occasions.

e)  Acquisition of Technological Equipment and Supplies

The major essence of agricultural technology is #uoguisition of
equipment and supplies for the improvement of adjrical enterprises.
Technology is appropriately described as the stothstery, ultilisation
and systematic application to industrial arts oé tknowledge of
manufacturing methods (Makanjuola,1998). Adtical technology
may then be defined as the systematic study andlicappn of the
knowledge of manufacturing methods to the develogragagriculture.

Agricultural technology exists in many forms. Acdiorg to Olayide
(1990), agricultural technology falls into one oc@mbination of many
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forms. First is tool-embodied technology, whiclsysnbolised by many
tools and machine such as hammers, weegdasters, stumping
machines and sprayer. Second is process-embodiedoiegy which is
found as plans, formulae, blue-prints and procesl@mbodied in the
production and processing of farm goods aedvices into final
products. Third is process - oriented technologyctviassumes detailed
knowledge of properties of chemicals or physetaments and
accumulated experience of sequence to follow irdyecton. Fourth is
decision - oriented technology which encompasseadtizal knowledge
used by planners, technicians, engineers @oducers in analysing
bodies of information to determine the practicajsnce which might
be meaningfully arrived at from such informationay of the tools and
equipment used by the small and large scale farbedmng to the first
form of technology as classified above.

The technology chosen by the small farmers tsasneet some basic
requirements if it is to be effective.

a)  Technically Feasibility

It should be able to increase productivity by emplg its technical
elements;

b)  Social Acceptability

It should be compatible with community structuresms, values and
beliefs;

c)  Economic Feasbility
It should be characterised by profitability, combpidity with the

existing farming practices and systemsgpetdability and
potential for risk minimisation;

d) Infrastructural Compatibility

It should be capable of accommodation by the edgstevel of the
infrastructure;

e)  Other Requirements

It should have employment enhancing and generapotgntial. It

should make optimum use of basic production ressusuch as land,
labour, water, capital and entrepreneursisp as to maximise
output.
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The farm inputs or supplies are land, labour aradlitional capital
investment including off-farm purchased inpuike | fertilizers,
pesticides, herbicides, improved seeds and seedllrand is the most
important of these inputs. Much of the arable lan8lligeria (70%) has
not yet been put into cultivation. Howevemcreased population
pressure particularly in the cocoa growing arethe southern states
and the groundnut growing areas of the northeatest has led to
shortening of the fallow period and consequerityers solil fertility.
The figures in Table 5.1 indicate the effect opplation pressure in
shortening the fallow period to about two year©Oigun State, fourteen
months in Oyo State and 1 - 6 years in Ondo Stdiese periods are too
short to allow adequate and fertility replenishmdating the fallow
period.

Labour is used in all phases of production.

Table 5.1: Fallow periods in Ogun, Oyo and OnddeSta

Fallow |Ogun State Oyo Staet

perioc

N(N=198)% N(N=262)% % N %
1 year 41 21 | 1-2 | 168 64 11| 4
2 year: 121 61 115 43
3 years - - 3-4 | 34 13 129 48
4 year: 1C 3 - - -
No respons |26 13 60 23 14 5
198 100 262 100 269
100

Source: Jibowo, A. A. and Adepetu, J. A (1995): “Fertilizeise and
Soil testing Extension in South Western NigeriaBdEral Department
of Agriculture, Land Resources, State Based Ubiadan, Publication
Series P. 38.

f) Marketing of Farm Produce

In more developed nations, marketing of agngcal commodities

is carried out largely by specialised marketiagencies. Examples
are food crops, livestock and dairy. Some individaamers or groups
of farmers engage in the production and marketirspeets of

agriculture. In many less developed countries, Manemany farmers
operate on a small scale. They frequently combota pbroduction and

marketing of their farm enterprises.
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Storage and transportation of agricultural entesgsriare carried out on
the farm. Marketing is carried out at the wholesate retail levels. In

Nigeria storage is only for some months or shorigge Some farmers

use their crops as collaterals for obtainilgans from traders.
Food crops are stored in pots, soll, jute bags raftdrs, hung above the
fire place. Only a few farmers use the steel orcoete silos provided by
the government.

Transportation of food crops in Nigeria isndomainly by head
and lorries. Rail and water transportation are mali Water
transportation is common in riverine areas of thentry. Transportation
costs vary according to the means used. Toategn problems
such as bad roads, irregularity and excessivigliy bharge of lorries
and other transport facilities prevent smooth foantion of
agricultural commodities from the farm or villagethe markets.

Like in many other less developed countries, mangezfficiency is low
in Nigeria. This is because of many problems si#ch a

)] Low level of technical efficiency in pressing;

1)) Constant price fluctuations;

1)) Inadequate transportation and storage,

V) Poor market knowledge and information, and

liv) Lack of standardised quality and quantityeasures which
prevents responsiveness of marketing systemconsumer
direction and lower efficiency oftommodity pricing
(Adeyokunnu 1990).

To improve marketing of agricultural commodities:

0] The government should establish storagensfrartation and
processing facilities at low rate for farmers oribglividuals or
groups of farmers themselves;

(i)  Cooperative marketing by producers, tradessad consumers
should allow greater systematisation and stethslation of
marketing;

(i)  Marketing education and information shdile made available to
all people concerned with marketing so as to aratg@udicious
marketing decisions.

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit discusses the economic institutwhich is one of the
important dimensions of rural life. By now you shblbe able to
comprehend the general concept of the topic.
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5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has explained the meaning of the ecooonstitution as a
concept. It has also highlighted the importanceadnomic institutions
to rural farmers.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. (@) What is agricultural technology?
(b) Identify and briefly discuss the basigugements of
agricultural technology
(c) Why is marketing efficiency low in leskeveloped
countries?

2. Define economic institution
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

RURAL

In the last unit, we treated the economic instttand its importance to
rural farmers. In this unit, we will look at then@us social interactions

in the society.

20 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

explain the concept of social interactions in theiaty

identify the different types of social interaction the society.



3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 The Concept of Interaction

Social interaction entails interpersonal contaetjprocal response and
inner adjustment of behaviour to the actioh others (Wood
Ward 1991). Social interaction which assumes a ti@ype pattern
becomes a social process. Park and Burgress( tesihed the social
process as those “respective forms of behaviournoomty found in
sociallife.” Commonly identified in this category are tipeocesses of
cooperation, competition, conflict, accommodati@assimilation and
acculturation. This may be grouped further as aatwe and
antagonistic social processes. The associative stypelude co-
operation, accommodation and assimilation while w@ntagonistic
types include competition and conflict. It is howee necessary to
note that in practice, thesocialprocesses are not strictly mutually
exclusive but exist as reciprocal aspects & #ame social
experience.

When some cultures coexist in a society throughualuadaptation,
they are able to do this through the process o mgumdation. One
culture may absorb the other through assimimat when two
cultures are blended, the process involved is lagation. When all
the components of a culture are uniformly distrdsutthroughout a
society, the process involved is homogenisatiors thus important that
a student of rural sociology should understand tibese and other
rural social processes are operating.

3.2 Typesof Social Interactions

3.2.1 Cooperation

As a result of human limitations in respecttiofie, energy,expert

knowledge and other resources, both individual adl vas group
goals can be more efficiently and less streslyo attained via
combinedefforts of two or more individuals. This formof social

interaction in which two or more people work tdgatas a team to
achieve a common goal(s) is termed cooperation.

People cooperate for different reasons. Amdhgse is the need
to obtain personal advantage of benefit as a resfulivorking with
others which the individual would otherwisevlafound difficult to
attain working all by himself. Cooperation can akase due to the



need to attain group goals e.g. in community dgwaknt activities
and village improvement unions.

Situations or circumstances may call for @agion even among
otherwise antagonistic groups or individuaésg. families, village
groups and clans have been known to corporate. Hhbeydon their
differences temporarily in order to jointlyglit a common cause.
Physical hazards like flood, landslide, locust gtéion or menance of
wild beasts affecting contiguous villages who atbeowise at war
with each other, may call for temporary cooperatetion to eradicate
the common annoyance.

Cooperation is thus an interaction which is oridntewards specific
goal(s). This goal may be a shared goal which case the
ultimate reward is a joint reward and there is &tay relationship
between the cooperators as in the case ommumal Iland
clearing for joint cultivation. The goals may just be convenient
while the rewards are purely personal in whiesecthe relationship
between the cooperators would be symbolic in nafline relationship
between the doctors and patients typify this kimcc@operation. The
patient needs cure or relief from pain and diseatde the doctor
wants the enhancement of his personal prestige,dhthe hospital
organisation he works and that of his professidrese two need each
other in order to realise their individual rewards.

Symbiotic cooperation exists in human inta@tt Cooperation is
usually classified as either formal or informal gamg upon the level
of spontaneity or deliberate plan involved.

Formal cooperation involves deliberate and rationtraction between
persons or groups. The cooperators may not nedgsbar acquired
intimately but cooperate on contractual basis whih expected mutual
obligations being spelt out in advance. In somdamses of formal
cooperation, other elements of compulsion or coercimay be
involved. For example in such communal labag village road
maintenance, village members are supposed to ca@pbut any one
who fails to turn up for the work may be fined.

Informal cooperation is more or less spontaneolisiasdty behaviour
among membersof such primary groups as the family and
neighbourhood. It entails no formal compulsian contract but
may grow out of the need to give assistance, gthem filial bonds
or for mere companionship. Generally the cooperators is tlase
are known to one another on an intimate, face-te-fhasis and can
lay claims on each others assistance at any timeNidgeria, among
the Ibibio of the south western part, young ginlgy combine to



do weeding ontheir parents’ farms. Men also cooperate in
supplementary labour such as house buildingalRagople in Nigeria
cherish cooperation and practice it in various farm

3.2.2 Competition

Competition is that form of social interaction inhih people

struggle for the possession of material and noternz rewards

which are in limited or scarce supply. In polygamdamilies, the

wives compete for the affection of the husband a&hddren often

compete for the attention of their parents. Inag#, people compete
for offices and recognition and occasionally alsonpete for fame
through organised sports and games. In Nigeoday, the number
of people requiring place in schools and ursitegs far out

numbered the existing facilities thereby leading clmmpetition for

admission. Therefore, entrance examinations, agitu tests,

interviews, and payment of non-refundable depoatits all methods
of eliminating competitors to the barasinimum. Competition thus

serves to allocate scarce resources. It alsopsha individual

initiative and may enhance productivity.

In its ideal form, competition should be impersonghat is, the major
focus of attention should be the scarce rewarderatimnan other
competitors. When the reward is very limited in oty however,
competition tends to be keen thereby engenderirggility between
competitors. This personalised form of competitisroften known as
rivalry.

The negative aspect of competition is that itymbareed hostility
and animosity on the part of the loser towardswiirener. Thus rather
than foster systemic linkage, competition, may lead systemic
isolation. Systems that must work together mustetioee minimise
competition.

People generally do not like competition. Monopolivision of
market, price fixing and “fair-trade” laws are teafues for reducing
business competition. In some bureaucratic orgéaisg promotion

on the basis of seniority rather thaproductivity has been
utilised to limit competition. In some cases, these anti-
competitive practicesaresupported by governmental action while
in some others, they are opposed.



3.2.3 Conflict

Conflict is a form of social interaction in whiclhe actors seek to
obtain scarce rewards by eliminating or weakenother contenders
(Ekong 1988). This may take the form of a fist fighlhreats,
legistilation or total annihilation.

In Nigerian village communities conflict may arisehere there is
difference of opinion between group leaders oriinagions where one
group tends to be exploiting the other. Conflietibeen personalities
may lead to group quarrel and the division of tilage into several
fractions. Challenge to the security of the villagey also engender
conflict, for example land dispute. This often tfggs off a strong group
defence reaction resulting in the reappearanceoldf alignments
with each group trying to obtain dominant positaver the other.

Relationship to a single act by an individual iflldeved with a
rebuttal may soon grow into group conflict e.g gakr between
children often bring the mothers into conflict.

In community work, proposed changes or innovat may be
viewed apprehensively and as a challenge to theeisstguo thereby
engendering conflict. Similarly, the use of press group by a
certain part ofthe community to gain an advantage over the rest may
result in conflict. The change agency may be regédrdy the
disadvantaged section or part of the community uohsa case as
biased.

Individual conflicts may entail intensive feelingof animosity

towards each other. Conflicting individuals mayusd to greet each
other or do anything together. However in gragmflict, there may
not be ill- feelings against any particular indwal. The interest of
the group as a whole rather than individual refetiop determines
conflict alignment.

Conflict has both negative and positive dledts negative effects
include the disruption of social unity; gemi@wn of bitterness
which may lead to destruction and bloodshgdneration of inter-
group tension; disruption of normal channels of pgration and the
diversion of members’ attention from group goals.

Until there is an overt conflict, people may notoln that certain
wrongs or nagging issues exist. Therefore, contketds to a clear
definition of issues. Once such issues have beentifted they can
then be amicably resolved. During conflict, gyouwcohesion and



solidarity increase and this positive effecande directed for a
more efficient attainment of group goals. In iddd, conflict keeps
the group alert to members’ interest and sughraness helps to
prevent future conflicts.

3.2.3.1 Conflict Resolution

Persons and groups who must work together mustnmsai conflict
between them. There is no specific formula for kgag conflict
but there are certain general procedures apgroaches which
might be used either by themselves or in comboamatiGenerally, the
first aim in conflict resolution is to minimisethe feeling of
difference and calm down the contending partlesreby creating a
conducive atmosphere for the parties to coexistwark together
until a more permanent solution could be fouod their difference.
This temporary working agreement between paitiesonflict is the
process of accommodation. It enables two strangensarties to live
together and form &amily. Accommodatiormay take different forms
depending uponthe circumstances and the qualities of the group
involved. Gupta (1989) identified eight major forni$ese include the
truce, displacement, institutionalised release adtitity, compromise,
super ordination, segregation, third party rolescompromise and
toleration.

1. Truce

This is a term used to describe a temporagssation of
hostilities without the issues being settled sdaagive the conflicting
parties time to either re-group, attend to certeligious rites or
observance or for solution to the conflict tbe ironed out.
Therefore, a truce may be declared for a sjgeciimber of days or
for an indefinite period. For example, during thgé&tian Civil War, a
truce period was often kept whenever a major peaocéerence was to
be held.

2. Displacement

This is a process of ending one conflict by repigcit with another-
usually via a process of scapegoating. For exanapleoman may pick
a quarrel with her husband or man friend for inliige or
unfaithfulness only to later make up by blaming harct party for
peddling unfounded stories which led to the misus@ading in the
first place. By so doing they transfer the hostilitetween them to a
third party, who now is the scapegoat. Scapegoatingsults in
immediate redirection of hostilities and maydeto a more lasting



resolution of the conflict if the contendingoarties are firmly
convinced of the culpability of the scapegoat.

3. I nstitutionalized Release of Hostilities

This is a process whereby parties in conflict akery the opportunity
to release their hostilities either on each otheroo other objects.
Usually, the process is either formally armshgand or guided by
certain expressed or implicitly understood normsmohg many
ethnic groups in Nigeria, wrestling matches areaarged both for
entertainment and as occasions for formal releakehastilities.
Disputants in some cases may engage in the usbusive language
on each other. However, in all instances, the d&sps are bound by
societal norms. Similarly in wrestling and boxitige rules of the game
must be observed.

4, Compromise

When domination or complete defeat is unlikely te attained by
either of the parties in conflict, they may wantaocept less than the
full goals they had originally aimed at in order ¢od the conflict.
This is the case of compromise. Compromise oftecursc between
equally powerful, antagonists. When one pagymore powerful but
continued conflict seems disadvantageous, comigeman still be
reached but with the more powerful party concedi#tsg to the weaker

party.
5. Super-ordination

This involves the ending of conflict throughe total defeat and
submission of one group by another. Instnaiised methods
of releasing hostilities may lead to super ordoratas one party may be
declared the champion. However, super ordinatiory ma may not
on its own, involve fighting accordingto rules(i.e. it is not
institutionalised). When people are given tbhance to release
their hostilities, the immediate objective may betthat of establishing
speaking order among them but that of giving vertheir annoyance.

6. Segr egation

In situations, where parties in dispute stubbomeliise to yield to any
conciliatory moves by third parties, they may bgregated or placed
far apart from each other either to allow tempersl down or place a
permanent distance between them in order to maipiace in a social
system. In the past, segregation in most traditiodgeria



communities used to take the form of banishmerexae, or selling of
the unyielding party to slavery.

7. Third Party Rolesin Compromise

In rural areas generally, whenever there is quaotbder members of
the family compound and neighbours would weee to bring
peace between the disputants. The third party neawarb individual,
usually an elderly person than either of the digptg or a group of
people, who have some influence over them. narital disputes
for instance, extended family members on eithee snay play the third

party.
8. Toleration

In this case, the contending parties agreedisagree knowing
that neither of them can or should win. People picaach other’'s
right to differ because certain values may be tamimcherished tbe

compromised or victory may be too costly to beaoshMsocial systems
maintain their identities because of the willinghesf people to
tolerate each other.

3.2.4 Accommodation

This is the adjustment by a person or grdop a conflict or
threat, resulting in the recognition and acceptantethe relations
which define the status of a person or personkengroups or a larger
social organisation. Subordination and  super-ordination
accompany accommodation when people mix up or raintgl the
rural family, the father is the superior. He norlpatontrols the
actions of others. In his absence, the mother stgpsis shoes. In her
absence, the eldest child takes over the mantl&arofly leadership.
When theculturally acknowledged leader speaks, others accept his
authority, listen and obey his instruction. The séixig pattern of
accommodation has enabled each person to acceptdtiss in the

group.

The share-cropping system is that in which a farsn given
temporarily for a share cropper to maintain on Hedfahe farm owner.
Each has accepted his position in the process obnamodation
involved. This process is still practised in manyat areas of the
world. It was widely practised in the United Statesral areas
immediately after the civil war, but has been alwmedl since the world
war afterwidespreadnechanisation began (Jibowo 192).



Another form of accommodation between the lmbs and the
farm owners was to receive cash wages from them faowners for

labours carried out on the field. This form of atenodation is widely

in use in many developing countries. In Nigehiaed labourers are
frequently paid agreed-upon wages on daily basishS rate differs
slightly from one community to another depegdion economic
situation of each place. In general, the neameral area is to a large
city, the higher the labour wage rate. Also, thearse a rural

community is to an industrial community, the hightee rate of hiring

labourers.

3.2.5 Assimilation

This is the process by which people of diverseucaltand racial origins
achieve enough social solidarity in the same gmugcal territory

to maintain a nation. An immigrant has been assi@id when he has
acquired enough cultural traits with othessssimilation involves

a socio-political connotation as well. A person magqaire all the

cultural traits of the new society, but may & accepted or
assimilated for socio-political reasons. Accorditag Smith and Sopf
(1990), some black people have acquired all thdenpeople’s culture
in the United States, yet they have not been akgriinto the society.
Similarly, the share- cropping system in the south&nited States
about 3-4 decades ago assimilated the white shagpers into the
share-cropping culture. The social class, expextatilabour and other
features which characterised the black share-crgpdso characterise
the white share-croppers.

In Nigeria, many people of the Ibo origin from swtsuch as Imo and
Anambra have been assimilated into the Yoruba dtireu They
were born in Lagos, spent most of their divthere, except that
they occasionally visit their home towns for Easter and
Christmas celebrations. They went to school and picked up
employment among the Yoruba people in Lagos. Whwmy tspeak
Yoruba, wear Yoruba dress and interact with Yorpeaple, it is not
easy to know that they are of Ibo parentage. Sofrthean have also
been assimilated into the Hausa subcultures. Tlese the children of
those who went to the north to trade. The rate ssimailation of Ibo
into Hausa culture was reduced by the Nigerian |IGVar of 1967-
1970 and religious crises of the 1990s, which maa@y Ibo people
to leave the north for their homes. AssimilationYafruba into Ibo and
Hausa subcultures as well as Hausa into Ibo angubgoultures is also
going on, but at a slow pace.



3.2.6 Acculturation

This is the acquisition of new cultural traits bydividuals or groups
and the use of these in their new patterns omdiviAcculturation has
no biological connotation involved in it. However torse sociologists,
assimilation involves some biological mixing péople with the
new culture. Introduction and diffusion of new agdiural
innovations (technologies) is a form of accultima in many
societies because it involves blending the cultfréghe country from
where the technology was developed with that tbé recipient
society, in relation to the specific farm g¢ifee. An example is
the introduction of the hybrid maize into Nigethrough the Institute
of International Tropical Agriculture (IITA). [ITAs expected to have a
widespread impact on the maize production cultureNigeria. The
techniques of producing this maize is expectéd influence the
cutlass-hoe system amhaizeproduction by many farmers in Nigeria.

Acculturation also refers to changes in cultuarising from
constantcontact with other cultures. In Nigeria todajuropean
modes of dressing and a number of other form®midgn culture have
greatly changed the indigenous culture due to emmsontact.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Define the following terms:
0] Homogenisation

(i)  Assimilation

(i) Acculturation

(iv)  Accommodation

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit has introduced you to the various typkesazial interactions.
You should have learnt how these and other prosesseoperating.

5.0 SUMMARY

The main points in this unit are:

1. The concept of social interactions ingbeiety.
2. Various kinds of social interactions sash

a) Cooperation

A kind of social interaction where two or more pkowork together as
a team to achieve a common goal.



b) Competition

An interaction in which people struggle for the g@ssion of
material and non-material rewards which are intahisupply.

C) Conflict

A form of social interaction in which the actorsxdeavour to
obtainscarce rewards by reducing other contenders.

d) Accommodation

A process in which same cultuexists in a society via mutual
adaptation.

€) Assimilation

A process by which people of broad cultures andiasoerigins
achieve sufficient social solidarity to maintaina@untry.

f) Acculturation
A process which involves the blending of two cudtr

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

a) Define the term “conflict”.
b) Identify and discuss five approaches taflact resolution.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

You would recall that in the last unit, we treat®dcial Interactions in
Rural Society. In this unit we are going to looklst concept and issues
of Rural Development in Nigeria.

20 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

explain the meaning of Rural Development

understand the significance of Rural Development
identify the strategies and approaches to Rurakl@ment
explain the stages of Rural Development

identify the problems of Rural Development.

3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 TheMeaningof Rural Development

Rural Development is the transformation of theakucommunity
into socially, economically, politically, educatialy, orderly and
materially desirable conditions, with the aim ofpiraving the quality
of life of the rural population. The workshop onrRluDevelopment in



Africa and the workshop group on integrated appnoas Rural

Development (1996) defined Rural Development iimmterof uniform

distribution of national resources. It conceivedRafral Development
as a comprehensive way of social transformatwimich recognises
that national development must involve all paststhe population.

Furthermore, it was defined as a socio-economicgs® which seeks to
bring about a more equitable distribution of resesr and incomes
within a society. It involves the integration ofethiural poor, which
constitutes the large majority of the populationmbst developing
countries, into the national economy.

In many developing countries, agriculture constisutne occupation of
a large majority of rural people. Therefore, agitictal development is
an important aspect of Rural Development. Many stdes also use
agricultural raw materials. For example, the textihdustries use
cotton; canning industries wuse fruits and vV&igles; beverage
industries usecocoa, coffee and tea; vegetable oil industnes
vegetables; animal products industries use ydiatheese, butter,
broiler, sugar industries utilise sugarcane. Rumdustrialisation is
thus a significant aspect of rural development.

3.2 Goalsof Rural Development

Rural Development aims at attaining some goalt objectives in
the rural community. Some of these are:

1. Improved distribution between the rural andam areas to
bridge or narrow the differences between the twdspaf the
society.

2. Provision of welfare needs in forms hbusing, health

and infrastructural facilities such as clean and reguiater,
motorable roads and supply of electricity.

3. Full and productive employment in rural areaienunity. This
is to change the situation in which many rural pe@ye under-
employed and operate only at the subsistence lswelhat they
can apply their full productive capacities and gate
commensurate benefit from their efforts.

4. Increased productivity via sensitisation oé ttural people to
their potentials for development, and acquiring educatmd
training needed to translate the potentials intapctive efforts.

5. Increased food production. This is therimary
agriculturaldevelopment dimension of rural development. It is
expected to lead to a state of improved quality qudntity of
food available to the citizens.



6. Wide diffusion of literacy so as to allow rurgeople
participate intelligently in the political, econaniand social
activities of their society.

The foregoing goals can be achieved through coatdah planning
and implementation of rural development programatdbe local, state
andnational levels. National integrated philos@#hi policies and

procedures for rural development will help factit#he efforts.

3.3 Strategiesfor Rural Development

A rural developmentstrategy is asystematic, comprehensive
andreliable tool aimed at bringing about desirablealwiransformation.

A strategy for rural development is expected todpoe results;
therefore it is tested and found effective undeatate circumstances
before being introduced under similar circumstarnneanother setting.
Its expected effectiveness could be due to thet that it is
developed fromtested variables. It could also be because it is
developed on the basis of experience which had egbrk

The strategies which have been adopted for ruraeldpment by
many developing countries, according to William898) include:

1. Community development
2. Agricultural extension, and
3. Integrated rural development.

Community Development

Community development aims at using the rural pedpl develop
themselves through self-initiative and motivatiowjth minimum

assistance from government. It aims at social dg@meent such as
prevention and control of juvenile delinquency, andmmunity

development through self-help projects, health andtritional

improvement projects and similar projects. It inwed community
members in planning and implementing programmesth@ir own

development. It stimulates or encourages governmamd other

development agencies to provide technical advicé araterials in
planning and implementing the projects.

The multi-purpose community development agerito is trained
in many aspects of community life such as healjhcalture, education,
cooperatives, is stationed at the local level whHereworks with local
people. To achieve this, the community developmeontker needs
to make use of the services of specialised agerafiggovernment in



the rural areas. This is because it is not easyfoagent to be skilled
in different areas calling for development attentiohie rural sector.

The problems in utilising this approach includestite

a) There is often no formal coordination betwdba agencies
working at the local level, thus the community elepmentagent
has no power to enforce cooperation by other dgwveémt agencies;

b) It is not very easy for one person to be eftetyi trained in all
sectors of rural development; hence the communigyetbpment
agent may become ineffective.

Education which is the cornerstone of all forms ddvelopment
should be provided. Therefore, it is advisable thatl people are
educated on how to develop themselves. Even wh&astructural
facilities are provided, the rural people shouldl 4die educated on
how to maintain them and even introduce otherbeéont

Agricultural Extension

Agricultural extention aims at helping rural farmeto bring about

agricultural development. It achieves this by fi#aing education of

farmers to improve their skills, knowledge andtatie as related to
agricultural development. It passes the resoltsresearch on how
to solve the problems of agriculture to nmars and encourages
the application of these as well as other improteaihnical knowledge

in agriculture by farmers. It takes the problemsfafmers to the

research institutions for solutions. It uses dertratisn farms, farm

visit, audio- visual aids and methods in teachiagmiers. Agricultural

extension concentrates on agricultural developmemd encourages
related development agencies to extend their ses\vic the rural areas;
community development tries to provide some of fsgvices. The

trainings received by the village level agriculiugatension worker and
community development agents are thus aimed atppopg them to

perform their various roles.

Ineffectiveness in promoting agricultural developmés a glaring
deficiency of the agricultural extension stratedhe main reasons
for this include.

a) Inadequate number of extension agents who aesath farmers
improved farm practices;

b) Inadequate credit facilities to buy famputs;

C) Lack of proper use of local leaders tasistension agents in

teaching farmers;



d) Lack of adequate planning of extensiorgpgaames;

e) Inadequate motivation of extension agents. és¢ghand similar
problems are vastly solved, extension should beccene
effective instrument for agricultural development.

Integrated Rural Development

Integrated rural development strategy combinesitheelopment of the
various areas of the rural society includingducational,
agricultural, health nutrition, rural electrificati, rural water supply
and cooperative simultaneously. The strategy alsts at improved
employment, access to production resources, atoesscial services,
and management of development resources. Thetinglishing
feature of this strategy, is that the varialesvelopment sectors are
considered jointly together rather than in isolain order to see their
relationship clearly.

The utilisation of this strategy involves increasewbilisation and
motivation of rural people to participate activaty decision-making
process concerning their progress and in thHevelopment
activities. There should also be established tutgtnal relationships
which will facilitate the development of the cg@s. Rural
development councils should be set up at the maltio state and
local government level$o educate people, clarify difficulties and
mobilise moral and financial support for ruraévedlopment.
Government has set up a directorate of foods, readsinfrastructure
which is charged with the responsibilities for esjally facilitating
food production, road constructiorandprovision of other rural
infrastructural facilities such as electricity armupe-borne water
supply to the rural area.

Many agencies and institutions employ the integtatigategy for
rural development. Some church denominations havedtural and

related rural development projects in Nigeria. msities have also
embarked on integrated rural development on experiai basis. The
Department of Agricultural Extension and Rurac®logy of

Obafemi Awolowo University, Nigeria, embarked orteigrated rural
development project since 1972 in the forestnezoof Nigeria.

This is the Isoya Rural Development Projectliédfns 1998).

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss five objectives of rural development.



3.4 Approachesto Rural Development

Approaches to rural development are the geograparchthe subject-
matter of rural development. Three approacheddcdne identified
namely:

1. The sectorial approach
2. The holistic approach and
3. The regional approach

The Sectoral Approach

In the sectorial approach, rural development eé$fodare geared
towards developing the different sectors of thealrsociety. Efforts
are made to identify the significant sectors sushtltee agricultural,
health, education and infrastructural sectors of tiral society.
Development efforts are then focused on one se€tos. tradition had
tended to favour the development of agriculturat@e which had been
regarded as the most important sector of thel reogiety in

developing countries, because majority of the rpaulation of these
countries are engaged in it. Experience with tippreach had led to
some problems such as:

a) There had been strong criticism of thigpraach bythe
professionals from the other non-agricultural secto

b) The agricultural sector has not beebstantially developed
partly because of its relationship with other sextovhich
have not been assisted or supportive.

The Holistic Approach

This approach attempts to develop all the sectors igiven area
simultaneously. The agricultural, health, edwrati and
infrastructural sectors are developed at the same. tThe problems
with this approach are:

(@) Inadequate coordination of the developmenividiets in the
various sectors;

(b)  Inadequate number of specialised andchnieal
manpower to implement the prgrammes, and

(c) Inadequate financial resources to implema&evelopment
programmes



Regional Approach

In the regional approach to rural development, @e$p is soned into
development regions which are most suited for distahg certain
development projects.

In Nigeria, for example, while production of potatmight be

developed in the dried savanna parts of the countrgoa, kola nut and
oil palm production are naturally encouraged time rain forest
areas of the country. Infrastructural faciliteee developed all over the
country.

The major demerits of this approach is tliatignores the fact
that scientific rural development aims at bringirdgvelopment
facilities to rural areas where thy do not exisigimally, apart from
developing the potentials where they naturallyistexi. Example of
this is that water could be channeled into theeddsr crop, livestock
and human consumption. Also, fertilizers, pedéis, herbicides,
improved seeds and other scientific inputs arealarty introduced to
boost production. This results establishmenbf human settlement,
institutions, organisation and industrial establishments. tAeo
constraint is that some regions might be ignonddle others are
developed or favoured on the ground of politicavadage (Jibowo
1992).

3.5 Stagesof Rural Development

The change agent should first of all clarify thencept of rural
development to be embarked upon. This must be chingpawith

the needs and aspirations of the community b®® helped. An
adequate concept of rural development in a deriocraand

developing society like Nigeria  should aimt gpermanent
development of the skill, knowledge, attitude, sensitivity,
consciousness required to improve the target systdoctationally,
socially, economically and psychologically alonghwihe physical and
biological features of their environment. Accorditg (Jibowo 1992),
when this concept is clarified the worker can tlnbark on five
stages of rural development namely:

Enquiry
Planning
Implementation
Adjustment, and
Evaluation.

arwpPE



Enquiry

At the stage of enquiry, emphasis should be on Howobtain
reliable and valid information about the communiwhere the
programme is to be implemented and the neighbowaormgmunities.
The resources available within and outside toenmunity in terms
of number and quality of personnel, local andemal financial aid
available have to be determined. The charactesistidhe community
and its surroundings, their needs and aspnmat among other
information should bedetermined. The information can be collected
through personal observation, survey, history and records of local
events.

Planning

The planning stage should depend widely on therinédion collected
at the enquiry stage in formulating rural developmebjectives and
methods of implementing them. You should evaludtie tesults
which the programme might generate. The planniragestshould
involve the administratorsof the programme,the change agents,
farmers- representatives and related officials of the agenthge

planned project is kept as a flexible and modigatbbcument to allow
changes for improvement. Too much emphasis agricultural

development is avoided unless the programme isaieed mainly as
agricultural development project. Industrial deyst®nt and non-
agricultural vocations, saving and investments, amli@ess,

environmental sanitation and beautification mightbe added.
Adjustment programme should be included in thapla

I mplementation

At this stage the plan is followed with concretdi@t Infrastructural

development should be given priority at this stag®¥here a

substantial amount of infrastructural facilitiesdanatural resources
existed before the statement of the programme essceould be better
assumed. Rural development is a complex assighmwhich

requires full-time staff. The role of any pamg staff should be
supplementary to the major role needed to redtisebjectives of the
programme.

Adjustment

For effectiveness, the change agent has to umaderst the
community and its resources and start within tremiwork of the



existing social structure. Even when the progranmmaementation is
in progress, collection of information on the pregg of the
programme continues. The timing of the project glanth other areas
of the plan and calendar of work have to be folldwéNhen

modifications or adjustments are made, they ltav® communicated
to all people concerned with the project. Changddde traumatic. It
is thus necessary to implement the programme dedigo assist the
target population adjust to the development exercis

Evaluation

This should in fact be a continuous exercise. Tregr@amme should
be at least evaluated about half way Iin itsplementation to
make necessary in-process modification and at titete determine
accomplishments and provide information from whible programme
could benefit in future.

3.6 Predicamentsof Rural Development

In spite of the efforts which various institutionave made in trying to
develop the rural area, there is the general d&$aation that the
rural area is still generally backward in masgcieties, especially
the less developed countries. This state linfited development
could be associated to many constraints which have confdonieal
development planning and implementation.

The following problems in the rural developmentrplang by African
governments were stated in the report of an intemna workshop on
designing rural development strategies (1995).

1 Poor statistical base for effective piagn

2. Wrong view of small farmers who are consideradiraational
and incapable of making progress on their now
initiatives, although small farmers produce mostthe food
consumed in Africa.

3. Lack of commitment to rural developmentradicated by expert-
oriented planning at the expense of locabdfoproduction
for local consumption.

4. Top-down planning in which few top admirasors make
decision on rural development programme  planning
anddisseminate this down for implementation.

5. Planning without implementation and implemewtatwithout
planning of programmes.
6. Lack of plan monitoring and evaloati thus there is0

systematic way of determining programme accompleshis)
facilitating effectiveness and efficiency.



In addition to the foregoing design problems, otheral
development problems are stated below:

7. Rural development programmes on baed traditionally
concentrated on agricultural development te theglect of
the other sectors and projects, a situation whaé resulted in
the problem of over-loading and consequent ineiffeciess and
inefficiency.

8. Rural development projects being caraetdby educational and
research institutions suffer from lack of full ait®n of the
researchers and educators to rural developments Tifi
because their primary concern in the communityusim

9. Many rural development projects also euffom shortagef
resources and infrastructure. When plans are madediivery
of these, hardly are the plans adhered to. Resvpusteh as
land, labour, personnel, buildings, equipment amntarfcial
capital are scarcely obtained as anticipated

10. Inadequate understanding of the rural comrgusiich as its
structure of influence, communication andlecision-
making, patterns, existence of functions, norms aaldies by
the change agent. This is because they rdredy with the
rural people. However, adequate understandingn isgortant
foundation for collective work in rural communities

11. Lack of follow-up. Many rural development pragimes have
collapsed shortly after the withdrawal of thehange
agent system. This is due to lack of systematiaatiylemented
follow- up after the expiration of the initiaperiod
planned for the programme.

The main aim of rural development workers is to vpde and
implement solutions to the above related problelings then that the
state of dissatisfaction can change to relativeisfeation with
advances in rural development.

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit has revealed to us the various issuesu development
in the country. You must have learnt from them hotwey are
functioning in the rural society.

5.0 SUMMARY

You should have learnt from this unit the meanimjectives,
strategies and approaches to rural developmetageS of rural
development as well as its problems were also lgptdd. It is hoped



that by now, you would be able to understand theeg® concept and
issues in rural development.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT
1. Identify three approaches to rural depeient and discuss them.

2. List five stages of rural development and clgarplain three of
them with examples.

7.0 REFERENCESFURTHER READINGS

Common Wealth Secretariat (1996). “ProceedinghefWorkshop on
Rural Development in African”. University of IbadaXigeria.

Jibowo, S. K. T. (1998)Rural Development in Nigeria. lle-Ife:
University of Ife Press
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, we studied rural development igd¥ia. In this unit, we
are going to study rural communities. The followingit objectives
indicate what you should accomplish at the endhisfunit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

explain what a community is
describe the community life process

identify the characteristics of a community.
3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 TheConcept of a Community

A community is an aggregation of families hadlly living
together within a definite geographical locationpren or less rooted
on the soil they occupy, living in a state ofmutual
interdependence, supporting some basic sociatutishs and having
some measures of political autonomy in relatiomttoer communities.
The term “community” has been used equally to densdmething
both psychologicabndgeographical. Psychologically, it implies shared
interests, characteristics or association as the expression
“Community of interests”, *“the business commuyhit “the
academic community” or *“a farming communityGeographically,



it denotes a specific area where people etudtiowever, the
sociological definition of a community combines ttveo meanings
and denotes a people within a common locality hgshmared interests
and behavioural patterns. Such shared interests bamdvioural
patterns show mainly in the areas of:

Production, distribution and consumptidigood
Socialisation

Social control

Social participation and

Mutual support (Warren 1996).

akrwbdPE

The community is particularly characterised by thganisation of

these functions on a locality basis. A locality gpo the community

is made up of families living together within a ke location and

interacting on a face-to-face basis. Howevar,large communities,
all members may not know each other to aueron a face-to-face
and effective manner, but members interact in use of common

institutions and facilities, and maintain a conssioess of oneness
through the sharing of common values, norms, i@ prejudices

and sentiments.

Farm people live in village communities; some oédd are small
while others are large. In either case, they imteend affect each
other's behaviour in a manner which is differerdnfr the way they
affect those who do not belong to these communities

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What is a community?
3.2 Community Life Process

This is the process in the life of a community, Wwigich the people
plan and act together for the satisfaction tbéir felt needs. Its
primary purpose is to bring about change for bdimg, through the
willing cooperation of the people.

Its aims are:

1. To educate and motivate people for self-help;

2. To develop responsible local leadership;

3 To inculcate a sense ofcitizenship and a spirit of
civic consciousness;

4. To initiate self-generative, self-sustagninand enduring
process of growth;
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To introduce and strengthen democracy at thssgoots level;

To enable people to establish and maintain eaye
relationships;

To bring about gradual and self-choséanges in the life
of a community.

Its significant components are:

©CooNOGOA~WNE

Agriculture;

Irrigation;
Education-including literacy;
Rural industries;

Health programmes;
Housing programmes;
Social welfare programmes;
Youth programmes;
Women’s programmes;
Cooperative;

Training of village leaders and
Employment programmes.

3.3 Characteristicsof a Community

1. Shared Bonds of Fellowship

This is a feature that distinguishes some peopm fothers. It may be
typified by the demand of obligations from citizerend the
conferment of benefits upon them.

2. Set Standardsor Patter nsof Behaviour

This refers to the psycho-social situatiorattlarises when people
perform mutual actions and reactions upon one &notiSuch
interaction is incessant, and no citizen can wholly himself off from
such social relations.

3. A Common Culture

This is the aggregate of the social, ethnical, llieteual, artistic,
governmental and industrial attainments of a comitguand by which
it can be distinguished from any other community.



4, Shared Territory

A community occupies a territorial area, within wtiits members live
and develop the ways of life that give tlemmunity the
different features that tend to make its identagily recognisable.

5. Shared Beliefs

Shared beliefs are nurtured and cherisheg the people in
the development of their common ideals, objectivesuatés and values.

40 CONCLUSION

This unit has introduced you to the conceptaotommunity and
the process in the life a community by which peoplan and act
together. It has also exposed you to the variowmadteristics of a
community.

5.0 SUMMARY

You are expected to have learnt from this unit, theaning of a
community, the life process of a community andhowinity traits or
characteristics. It is expected that you woulle able to
comprehend some issues in rural communities.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

b=

Identify six major components of the coumity life process.
2. List five characteristics of a community andaclg explain three
of them with examples.

7.0 REFERENCESFURTHER READINGS

Warren, S. P. (1996). “Toward a Reformulation oh@ounity Theory”.
Human Organisation 15 (3): 9-12.
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MODULE 4 AGRICULTURAL COMMUNICATION
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Unit 2 Social Change

UNIT1 COMMUNICATIONIN RURAL SOCIETY
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit we discussed community concepts the community
life process as well as the characteristics ofrarnanity. In this unit we
are going to study communication in rural society.

20 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit you should be able to:

explain the meaning of communication
identify and explain types of communicatio
state the basiprinciples of communicationrelevant to
agriculture
explain the concept of communication awhhological transfer.
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3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 What Communication Means

Several individuals accept communication as a @®cby which
information is passed from a source to a receitrepugh a channel.
However, over the years, scholars have come toeamie the fact that
communication is more than;

througha

Sender X sends information n ——————Receiver Y. channel to

Communication thus, is conceptualised as a prooéssmformation
flow by which ideas are transferred from a soumeatreceiver with
the intent to change his/her knowledge, attitud#@rskill.

Communication is a process by which messages ansfgrred from
a source to a receiver with a view to mydg the behaviour of
the receiver. It is essentially the inter-change noéanings among
people. Little (1990) defines communication as acpss by which
information is passed between individuals or orgatdons by means of
previously agreed symbols.

Communication process is considered another essesdment in the
extension education process which all the extensagents or
communicators should be aware of and knowdalte in. This is
because successful communication is the processvhigh ideas,
facts, feelings or impressions are exchanged sd¢ #mh gains
common understanding of the meaning, and intentegsage.

Communication is a conscious attempt to share mmédion and
ideas with others. To a large extent, thereforee Huccess of a
communicator is determined by his ability to commeate good ideas to
others.

3.2 Typesof Communication

Communication can be broadly categorised irtt@o, namely
vertical and horizontal communications.

Vertical communicationis the flow of information betweera
hierarchically perceived source and a receiver.tTisa between a
source and receiver that are considered to beltmgdifferent tiers
in a top- bottom or bottom-top communication aitan. For
example, between a researcher and an extensioxemsener and
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farmer; researcher and farmer; a trainer and leaet® However, it
is generally conceived to be low in effectivendssusually attains a
more important level of change in the knowledgdituate and skill
of the pairs, given that the gap in the differetmiq variables
between the pair is wide and there is much to lbgrboth parties.

Horizontal communication on the other hand, refersinformation

flow between a source and receiver pair perceivetbalong to the
same tier in a hierarchy. In this case, a pair ehathe same
characteristics such as farmers, researchers, ®aters, learners,
trainers, housewives among others. Horizontal roamcation is

generally more effective, but results in legmgicant change in the
knowledge, skill and attitude of the pair. This trsie, because they
speak the same language, have the same meaningjiiwtite same
context and have the same standard for encodingaswd decoding
messages.

It is note worthy that where large-scale farmereract with small
scale ones, experienced researchers with yourmgees, elderly
housewives with newly married ones, the distincti@miween vertical
or horizontal communication becomes less distinctd a&an only
depend on the individuals concerned.

Communication can also be classified in asothvay based on
the number of people involved. Therefore, such sifi@stions are:

intrapersonal communication, mass communication emerpersonal
communication.

Intrapersonal communication exists when only oners@e is

involved, feeding himself/herself information dan responding
within himself/herself (Soliloquising).  This si done especially
when animportant decision is to be made such as to adoptot

to adoptaninnovation (technology), to expand or limit the pecof

one’s business or to progress with or discomltira course of
action. This is a very significant form of comnmation which may
lead to decision stage (Kolawole 1997).

Interpersonal communication refers to the flow afformation
between two or more people usually in a face-tefatanner, or by
telephone, letter, telex, telegram etc. The int&wac between an
extension agent and groupof farmers,or at atraining session
or at a conference/seminar may also fall into thisegaty. This is
the most useful and must common form of commuitunat
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Mass communication is conceptualised as the flowindbrmation

between a source (a person, a group of person)aaneéry large
number of receivers, usually referred to as thesmasdience. This
may be in a village to village campaign, on radeevision or via the
print media.

Finally, there is extra-personalcommunicationwhich refers to
communication between a person and others who maty be
physically seen or present. It occurs usually Badrs, telepathy, or by
inspiration. When properly connected, this sourcaeaiural knowledge
system may awaken more minds to the requiremenggmtultural and
rural development with little effort from governniah and non-
governmental agencies.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Define the term communication.

3.3 Principlesof Communication Pertinent to Agriculturein
Rural Areas

The principles of communication relevant to agtieré in rural areas
include:

1. People need to be informed. Information isaassary input for
the proper development of agriculture. Practitiesneof
agriculture need to know what is taking place wtkieir own
systems as welisother systems. Besides, no person is an island
of knowledge, thus every individual requires sonwenfs of
information to perform his/her functions better.

2. Communication should start with the target ande expressing
their needs and wishes: The main aim of commumnais to
achieve a desire change in the target audienceessrthe needs
and wishes of the audience are known, it becomes ve
difficult to achieve any desire change. It is the
responsibility of the initiator of communication (Source)
thus, to find out the felt needs, actual needsthadaspirations of
the target audience before starting the processrmimunication.

3. The content of the message should be suitethgoneeds of
the target audience and not the initiator or sauitleere is
usually a temptation to design message contenatisfg the
initiator or source of the communication proceddowever,
in order to achieve effective communication d armake
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significant  contribution to agricultural developnt, the
message content of communication must be suitabde
farmers, farm situation and socio-cultural eonment as well
as meeting their aspiration and needs.

4. Target audiences are usually homogenousicehe their
required message contents or information and muativa
requirements should be expected to vary.

5. A combination of channels should be isgd to import
ideas, knowledge and information. Different chasnappeal to
different senses. Human senses often reinforce ethr in the
acquisition, ideas, knowledge and information. TEhere,
when two or more channels are used to impart kroyde
idea or information, the target audience has a tgrea
opportunity to understand the message; hencesthece has a
greater chance of achieving the stated ohjesti

3.4 Communication and Technological Transfer

The technology transfer system is conventionallynceived of as
containing three main sub systems. These are: démiy generation
(research), technology dissemination (extensioahd technology
utilisation (farmers). The process of informatidavf in this system is
illustrated in figure 4:1 below.

Adoption and transfer of technology will hardly éaklace unless the
farmer (receiver) attaches the correct andenidéd meaning to
the technology (message) and also depend fablyuras intended
by the extension agent (source). Even a situatibere the correct
meaning is decoded by the receiver, adoption isgunaranteed unless
all the other complementary elements i.e. inputsastructure, support
services, storage/marketing facilities for agrictdl and rural

development are provided.

Extension communication does not only tell us hdwe extension
agent can assist the farmer to decode the intentkhing for those
extension messages given or offered but dtsocreate situations
(scenario) conducive to the adoption and actudisation of science-
based agricultural knowledge, information and skill
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4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit has exposed you to some issuescammunication in
rural society. You must have learnt how théssues are operating
in the society.

5.0 SUMMARY

You should have learnt the concept of communicadimh its types, the
principles of communication as well as communigaand technology
transfer. You are expected to understand thesesssu

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

1. Identify and discuss vividly three maiprinciples of
communication relevant to agriculture.
2. Define the term “technology transfer”.

7.0 REFERENCESFURTHER READINGS

Little, P. (1990).Communication in Business (2" ed). London:
Longman Group Ltd.18 - 22.

Kolawole, A. (1997).Communication in Agriculture. Abeokuta: Green
Links International, Nigeria: 2-6.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

You would recall that in the last unit we treatesihmemunication in
rural society. In this unit, we are going to studyal social change. The
following unit objectives show what you should aegsish at the
end of this unit.

20 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able:

explain the concept of rural social change

identify and explain types of rural so@hénge

identify the characteristics and sourdasi@l social change
explain the factors influencing the ratetwange in the society.

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 Déefinition of Rural Social Change

We often hear older people say “the world is noatihused to be any
longer”. This statement may mean that values physical

structures have changed or that there have beerasy innovations in
the society that keeping abreast with them is béogma frustrating

experience. The foregoing statement however sumbieipneaning of
the term. “social change”. Rogers (1989) definediadochange more
specifically as “the process by which alterasioroccur in the
structure and function of a social system”. Téacial system in
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this definition may be a social group, a communa\gity, a region
or a nation. Any change that occurs either in ideasms, values,
roles and social habits of a people or in the casitpm or
organisation of their society can be referredassocial change.
Moore (1983) defined social change as “the sigaiftcalteration of
social structures (i.e of patterns of socaidtion and interaction),
including consequences and manifestatiasf suchstructures
embodied in norms (rules of conduct), values, amtu@l products and
symbols”.

One basic feature in the life of all living and Alonng things is

change. When it takes lace in the lives of intengchuman beings, it
is termed social change. When it is viewed withie tural setting,
it is termedrural social change. The fact is that changes p&ee in

the rural, sub- urban and urban areas. Change ¢®uld all attributes
of a societal unit such as in number, quality amgartance. It could
be introduced from internal or external sourceth&society or both. It
could be planned, when it is more effective anddjtable, or

unplanned.

3.2 Typology of Rural Social Change

Many types of social change are noticeable thiea lives of the
rural population in Nigeria. With the rise in aspirati@and outlook
brought about through colonialism, improved tramsgeon and
communication systems which led to increase in acintwith the
advanced industrial world, great social changes taking place in
the less developed societies. The various typssah changes are:

1. Economic Change

Rural areas of the developing world had undergareesdegree of
economic change particularly during the postependence era. In
Nigeria  for example, with the increase Ilekption of
petroleum resources, salaries of workers hawereased in
governmentestablishments over the past three decades. A egreat
number of roads have been constructed to link nwitd urban areas.
Some dual carriage expressways have been cotstruin the
economically most active parts of the countryimé goods from the
rural areas and major cities to the sea for explbris obvious that
changes in the processing, storage and distribwfi@tonomic goods
have been rather slow. Processing of agricultu@mmodities is
virtually non-existent. Storageof agricultural products such as
maize, cowpea and rice is still largely in bagsyumds, bare flour
and ceilings of buildings. A recent practice ofrstg in cribs is only
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fairly satisfactory. The use of silo for gratorage or refrigeration
for preserving fresh fruits, fish and vegetablesdasa common feature.

2. Poalitical Change

This deals with the change on the trihistions and
operatingmechanisms of social and political power within seial
system. For example, some of our traditional sozsethad a
monolithic power structure with recognised chiefsiEmirs and
Obas-whereas some had no paramount chiefs ruling tdwerentire
group but rather governed themselves on thesbakilineages. With
the arrival of the British, chiefs were ated where none
ever existed; later on with independence, provinces, regions,
districts, local government areas among othersrewentroduced
which completely changed the pre- existing tmal boundaries and
structures. The laws of the land became a cendidlissue and law
enforcement and maintenance of peace and order nesreved from
the immediate jurisdiction of the traditional leesleTherefore erstwhile
powerful traditional rulers have now been reducedgower status to
mere titular heads.

Western concept of democracy has also be#roduced into the
political system thereby making citizens of todayren aware of
their rights and to challenge and eschew any forraubhoritarianism.
These are all, political changes.

3. Technological Change

Technology entails ways of applying scientific aather organised
knowledge to practical task. Technologicahange therefore is
a continuous process of change within technicalenstand physical
practices in a culture.

Technological changes are evident in our societhi@nareas of:

a) Transportation, where river crafts have beerdenused for
greater speed and comfort, head portage and useniohals
have been replaced with lorries, trucks, railwagins etc,
narrow foot paths have been replaced by wide mesdan
thoroughfares;

b) Communication, where oral transmission of mgssa by
personal contact or through messengers has beptaced
by the postal system, newspapers, wireless a&utrehic media;
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C) Health, where traditional healing based on stgmns beliefs
in supernatural forces has been largely replaced mntsiic
medicine and hospital care;

d) Education, where socialisation by imitation andirect
teaching Of basic skills has been enriched by foinsructions
in schools using books containing scientific wiexdge and
other scientifically designed audio-visual equipitne

e) Economy, where traditional farming has beemdi@med
through the introduction of cash crops, immavbreeds of
crops and livestock, agricultural chemicals, invea
processing and storage techniques;

f) Leisure, where specific scientific knowledgeshbeen applied in
the enrichment of the quality and variety of leesuand
recreational facilities now abounding in our sogieThe
cinema, television, various games and sports, &te. direct
results of technological change;

s)] Housing, where traditional houses constructéthi wiud, sticks
and leaves are gradually giving way to permanenictires
constructed out of cement blocks, iron, glass artter
products of modern technology. These are justva deeas
where a great deal of change has taken place &sudt rof
technology.

4, Cultural Change

Culture consists of material and non-material atspeCultural change
Is thus interactions in the non-materials andfaots of the society.
The material aspects of cultural change are maitdghnical.
Examples are use of aluminum cooking pots instéaidag pots, use of
metal eating plates and utensils instead of clagtepl and wooden
utensils, useof clucks and wrist watches to observe timeteind
of observing the position of the sun and relyangcock crow.

The change in non-material aspects of culture ése aumerous. If
the institution of the rural family is considered aocial system in
terms of its elements and processes, the culturahges which had
taken place can be elucidated with some examplks. fMorm of not

calling elders by their name still persists asféection of the value of
respect for age which is universally resistanto change.
Premarital virginity has declined as a valughvimcreased contact of
rural females with more people beyond their commiesi Sanctions,
are exercised largely by the police and the couften these are
beyond the control of the family and the communiglders. The
change from the traditional way of worship whientailed the
recognition of several gods (Polytheism) to Chaisiiy and Islamism
which emphasise one god (monotheism) is a good ebeaai cultural

change.
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5. Behavioural Change

This may also be regarded as part of cultural chdng it specifically
embraces changes arising from the influence of atwt on the
attitude and overt reactions of people. Behaviowtsnge includes
favourable change in the knowledge, skill, andiade of people as a
result of their exposures to educational experisnBesidents of rural
areas are often exposed to information whichad led to
acquisition of betterknowledge, skill and attitude in the economic,
and social spheres. Agriculture is the major octiopa of rural
people. Improvements in knowledge of crop divéstock pest and
disease control measures, higher yielding crojeties, better spacing
of crops,weeding,cultivation, harvesting storage and marketing
operations had taken place. The skill to fwacsuch knowledge is
also taught largely by extension workers via theethod
demonstration technique, various attitudes suctiesing of livestock
pens without getting scared by the odour of droggirhandling young
animals such as piglets without developing the goslen, waking up
early in the morning to take care of livestock, aliso learned.

3.3 Characteristicsof Social Change

A basic characteristic of every society is changenature. Societies
are in a continued state of change. We have toyalviee conscious
of the time frame and identify the time span ankketan analytical
assessment of what people have written befaraving at a
conclusion. Social change has the following charastics:

1. Spaceand Time Characteristics

In analysing any change process, the researchet spasify both the
geographical location and the period of time. lisinot done, level of
generalisation becomes very high.

2. Resistanceto Change

In any change process, there will be some forcegchwhwill be

resistant to change. These forces tend to promtatiss quo even
though there may be very strong forces working towachange.
Forces like industrialisation, urbanisation or stigc innovation will

promote change. But processes like socialisatioch swcial control
will attempt to maintain the same status quo.any change that
you want to introduce, there must be resistance.
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3. Differential Rate of Change

It is important to understand that not all socetm all parts within
a given society change at the same speed. Urban amagischange
faster than rural areas; educational charactesishay change faster
than religious characteristics. We have to redhsé societies change at
different rates.

4. Changeislnevitable

It is normal, necessary and expected. Since pdaple different ideas,
there are bound to be changes.

5. Unchanging Elementsin a Changing Society

We do have certain bias, beliefs (religions) tha do hold on to,
something that can give a certain kind of meanWg hold on to
them as a kind of security. There are certain thititat people hold
onto even though the society keeps on changing. ififportance is
that when there is a change and the rural peoplehstd on to their
beliefs and values, you have to realise that tlheeesome elements of
importance to it and allow them to hold on to it.

6. Subjective Nature of Progress

Change itself can be evaluated objectively, butgpss requires a
subjective evaluation as to what is an improvem#gvihat you may
see as progress may not be progress at all to soth@provement
must not be from the agricultural agents’ perspectalone but from
the ruralites’ perspective too.

7. Planned and Unplanned Changes

Many of the changes societies go through anglammed but as
the societies become more complex with different cmajes they
meet, the need for planning becomes more acuterefdre, it is no
longer acceptable to simply wait for what will happor to hope for
the best, but we must actively seek for sotutto our increasing
complex problem.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. What is social change?
2. List five types of social change and discuss tahem with
good examples.
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3.4 Sourcesof Changein the Society

Social changes are brought about mainly throug¥ention, diffusion
and discovery.

I nvention

This involves the recombination of existing cullutesits to fashion
new things and the rate at which this takes placdirectly related
to theexisting cultural base;

Discovery

It is the sharing with others of a perceptiof a fact, object or
relationship which has always existed but was moiown. Therefore,
discovery can enhance the cultural base in a goaied thus the rate
of invention.

Diffusion

It involves the spread of -cultural traitsorfr one group to
another. Cultural diffusion takes place both the material and
non-material levels and this process has been eellanday by:

a) Increased and more efficient communicaftaailities

b) The speed at which people can now travel from part of the
world to another and

C) The existence of specially trained personnelther diffusion of
innovations.

Other sources of social change in the Nigerianetpanclude:
Religious|nstitutions

These have brought changes mostly in the wosgw of

individuals through formal preaching, indoctrioat and the use of
metaphors to convert people from one way of lifeatmther, and by
the opening and support of formal educational ingtins where a
great number of Nigerians have submitted to instbns in many
aspects of life which together has remolded thesbimg population.
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Government Polices

A number of changes have been brought about irNtgerian society
generally, via governmental policies. Perhaps, @tparticular point
in time could this be more dramatic and impresdiamahan during the
thirteen years of military rule (1966-1979) whendip a week passed
by without the promulgation of a decree whicbquired major
social changes to be effected.

Application of Science and Technology

Technology implies the application of scieistiknowledge to the
solution of specific task. The patterns dily life in most rural
settlements have changed considerably today asswalt ref rural
electrification and water supply schemes. A varief alien food
and cash crops have been accommodated withinddgidnal farming
systems and we now raise and enjoy exotic breedisestock all as a
result of research and improved technology.

Natural Physical Forces

These include natural forces like wind, flood, djbtyy erosion,
insect and pest infestation and all such elemehthe physical and
biological environments. Erosion and floods havecessitated the
relocation of villages while excessive droughtsive caused the
migration of the whole population within a regiofhese physical
forces generally inflict disaster (which is a cpanin its own right)
which then calls forthe application of other mechanisms to bring
about solution.

Urbanisation

The growth of urbanisation or cities has meantatieaction of youths
and school leavers to urban areas. Within the scitieemselves,
increase in population, rise of industries, inceean retail and
wholesale trades, etc. have called for great adists on the part of
urban dwellers.

3.5 FactorsInfluencingthe Rate of Change

The rate at which a society changes and the maimiti change at
any particular time differs from society to societgpending upon a
number of factors viz:
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Physical Environmental Factors

These include climatic changes, winds, soil eragsidioods,
landslides and earthquakes, etc. which may drdistichange the way
of life of a people or cruse great reduction inrtpepulation.

Migration and Population Changes

The movement of people from one place totlar brings them
in contact with new cultural traits prevalent irhet areas. Therefore
social and cultural changes are greater in sosietibere there is
constant emigration and immigration. Small Fkuisocieties which
are more or less closed to strangers generadiyggnmore slowly.

The Cultureand Structure of Society

When specific cultural traits become tightly inteoven with others in

a mutually interdependent manner, change irat thdirection
becomes almost impossible For example, to the colank, the cattle

IS not only an economic asset but a cultural objétis prestige or
respect inthe society depends upon the size of his herd and rensb

a wife with the exchange of cattle as the bridegriAsking him to
reduce the size of his herd for any reason at alleh become a
direct challenge tdnis social status and he would strongly oppose such
a change.

Similarly, societies in which tradition and custahttate responses to
present issues, very old people are given leaderpbsitions and
status mainly ascribed, and tend to changehmmore slowly than
one in which individualism is accepted, and statisachieved and
stratification is low and flexible.

Prevailing Attitudesand Values

A society that changes rapidly is one in which members are
critical and skeptical of aspects of its traditibonalture and are ready
to accommodate and experiment with new ideas. Towrea society
which censors the art, music, ideas or technologyiginating
externally and suppresses all those that do nofiocm to its internal
norms and values will change more slowly than oh&lwis liberal.

The Emergenceof Great Men

Occasionally, great men appear in some gesiee. men with a
mission and vision, strong willed men. The emergent such men
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may cause a great deal of change within the sacietgontemporary
Africa, military leaders have emerged from time ttme sweeping
changes in their different countries. Where hsunen have arisen
(e.g Nigeria, Ghana, Libya, Benin Republic ahdgo) more social
and cultural changes have taken place than otlaeep (e.g Malawi
and Gambia), where there have been relatiabilgy under the
same leadership (Ekong 1988).

Per ceived Needs

The types of changes which a society emphasisesletermined by
the need it perceives. If Nigeria perceives foantaye as a problem, it
will emphasise changes in the agricultural productsystem (as in
the case of ADP, OFN, NAFPP, etc), if itsrggeved need is in
the area of science and technology, it w@hd to concentrate its
power and investment in that direction (e.gCrash Training
Programme for Intermediate Technical Manpowerriched in 1977
during General Obasanjo’s First Regime among others

Relative |l solation and Contact

Societies which have close contact with otlegcieties change
more rapidly than those that are isolated. For gtanslave trade and
missionary activities brought Calabar in contacthwthe outside

world as early as the 18century but the lbibio hinterland which is
about 35 kilometers away from Calabar town remairssdiated and

unaffected by European civilisation until about @' century. Areas

of inter-cultural contact are thus centres of cleanghereas isolated
areas are generally centres of stability and caasism.

Cultural Base

This refers to the accumulated knowledgehn@pues and trait in
a culture. As knowledge techniques and traits acdat®, an increasing
number of inventions become possible within theietgc In some

cases important socio-cultural changes have hadvdd until the

supporting gaps in knowledge and technique aredfilFor example,
the cure for sickle cell anemia, cancer anbeotterminal diseases
which would greatly influence the longevity willions of people
are still waiting research and new knowledge. cbigries and
inventions in one field usually cross fertilize eth fields. For

example, the various inventions and discoveriesiragias by-products
of the space programme in the U.S.A. have enrichddances in
agriculture, medicine and other technical areast@ifieand Hunt 1989).
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4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit has examined rural social change. ltdgssed you to some
topics in social change which were discussed. Frahese
discussions you would be able to understamines issues in
Nigeria rural social change.

50 SUMMARY

This unit has treated the definition of social ajp@ras a concept in
rural society, its types, characteristics, soulmad factors affecting the
rate of change. The knowledge gained frothese should
enable youcomprehend various issues in social change.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

1. Identify five characteristics of social changkieh are dynamic
in nature.

2. Discuss:

0] Invention

(i)  Diffusion

(i)  Government policies and
(iv)  Application of science and technologyaa source of social
change in the society.

List eight factors affecting the rate of changehe rural society and
discuss any of them you consider most important.
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