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Introduction

(This course material was adapted with minor adjustments to suit
NOUN style from Miracle Ajah. Old Testament Hebrew, An
Introductory Grammar with Progressive Exercises in Reading and
Writing, Books 1 & 2. Aba: Reinoma Services, 2011).

CRS 313: Hebrew Grammar is a one-semester 3 credit unit course. It
will be available toward the award of the undergraduate degree in
Christian Religious Studies. The course is also suitable for anybody
who is interested in Biblical Studies, and other studies in theology.

This course will consist of 21 units and it will show why the study of
biblical Hebrew is important for biblical interpretation. The elements of
Hebrew grammar, namely: alphabet, particles, vowels, syllables,
definite articles, prepositions, conjunctions, nouns, adjectives, pronoun
and verbs will be studied.

The Course Guide tells you briefly what the course is about, what you
are expected to know in each unit, what course materials you will be
using and how you can work your way through the materials. It also
emphasizes the need for Tutor-Marked Assignments (TMAS). Detailed
information on TMAs is found in a separate file, which will be sent
to you later. There are periodic tutorial classes that are linked to this
course.

What you will learn in this course

The overall aim of this course (CRS313: Hebrew Grammar) is to equip
you with the basic skills and working knowledge of Hebrew
Grammar, which will aid you in translating the Hebrew Bible, thereby
developing an informed interpretation of biblical texts without undue
reliance on secondary texts or versions.

Course Aims

This course aims at:

Introducing you to the importance of Hebrew Grammar in Biblical
studies.

Helping you to identify Hebrew letters, learning how to write and
pronounce them.

Giving you tips on how to learn Hebrew vocabularies.

Showing you how to use the Hebrew Dictionary (lexicon) for
translation of biblical texts.

Providing enough visio aids, audio, practice grids for effective
learning of Hebrew Grammar.

Helping you to develop a working knowledge of Hebrew Grammar

that will prepare you for further studies in biblical interpretation.
iv
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Course Objectives

To achieve the above course aims, there are set objectives for each
study unit, which are always included at the beginning. The student
should read them before working through the unit. Furthermore, the
student is encouraged to refer to the objectives of each unit
intermittently as the study of the unit progresses. This practice would
promote both learning and retention of what is learned.

Stated below are the wider objectives of this course as a whole. By
meeting these objectives, you should have achieved the aims of the
course as a whole.

On successful completion of the course, you should be able to:

) Discuss the importance of Hebrew Grammar in Biblical studies.

) Identify Hebrew letters, also knowing how to write and
pronounce them.

o Learn many Hebrew vocabularies.

o Know how to use the Hebrew Dictionary (lexicon) in the
translation of biblical texts.

) Lead a tutorial of Hebrew Grammar to other beginners.

o Pursue further studies in biblical interpretation.

Working through this Course

To complete this course, you are required to read the study units,
practice the writing grids and study other materials provided by
National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN). Each unit contains self-
assessment exercises, and at points during the course you are required to
submit assignments for assessment purposes. At the end of this course
there is a final examination. Below you will find listed all the
components of the course and what you have to do.

Course Materials

Major components of the course are:
Course Guide

Study Units

Textbooks

Visio Aids, Audio and Practice Grids
Assignments File

Presentation Schedule

ok wnE

In addition, you must obtain the materials. You may contact your
tutor if you have problems in obtaining the text materials.
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Study Units
There are 21 study units divided in three modules in this course, as
follows:

Module 1

Unit 1 Why Study Biblical Hebrew?

Unit 2 Hebrew Consonants (Aleph-Bet)

Unit 3 Transliteration

Unit 4 Vowel Signs

Unit 5 Half-Vowel Signs (sheva R)

Unit 6 Syllables

Unit 7 Particlesto Note

Module 2

Unit 8 The Definite Article

Unit 9 Prepositions and Vav Conjunction

Unit 10 Nouns: General Characteristics

Unit 11 Adjective

Unit 12 The Pronoun

Unit 13 Verbs: General Characteristics

Unit 14 The Qal Perfect Inflection (Regular Verbs)
Module 3

Unit 15 How to Use the Hebrew Lexicon

Unit 16 The Qal Imperfect Inflection (Regular Verbs)
Unit 17 Perfect of the Remaining Verb Stems
Unit 18 Imperfect of the Remaining Verb Stems
Unit 19 Pronominal Suffixes

Unit 20 Imperatives

Unit 21 Vav Consecutive

Each unit contains a number of self-tests. In general, these self-tests
question you on the material you have just covered or require you
to apply it in some ways and, thereby, help you to gauge your
progress and to reinforce your understanding of the material. Together
with Tutor Marked Assignments, these exercises will assist you in
achieving the stated learning objectives of the individual units and of the
course.

Textbooks and References
The student is encouraged to buy the under-listed books, and Visio-Aids
recommended for this course and for future use.

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar
(Book I and I1). Aba: Reinoma Services.

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker
Brown, F, Driver, S. R, Briggs, C. A 1996. Hebrew and English
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Lexicon. Stuttgart: Hendrikson Pub

Ebo, D. J. 1 1993. Elementary Hebrew. Enugu: Rabboni Nigeria Ltd.
Eliger, K & Rudolp, W 1976. Biblia Hebraica Stutgartensia. Stuttgart:
Deutsche Bibelstiftung.

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand
Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.

Weingreen, J 1959. A Practical Grammar for Classical Hebrew. USA:
Oxford University Press.

Online Helps
1. Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com)
2. English to Hebrew Translator

(www.star21.com/Translator/english_to_hebrew.html)
3. My Hebrew Dictionary (www.dictionary.co.il/)
4, English to Hebrew Translation
(http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to- hebrew)

5. Why Study Old Testament Hebrew? (www.Torahclass.com)
6. Vocabulary — Audio
(fellowshipbibleannarbor.org/cms/mattpostiffBlog/63/95/Eleme
ntary-Hebrew- Grammar-Audio)
7. But why study Hebrew? (www.studylight.org/lex/heb)

8. The value of Old Testament Study
(www.christiancourier.com/articles/1217-the-value-of-old-
testament-study)

Hebrew Visio-Aids and Audio

The underlisted Visio-Aids and Audio will enhance effective learning of
Biblical Hebrew Grammar

1. Hebraica T-Shirts

2. Aleph-Bet Calendar

3. Audio for Alphabet and VVocabulary

For Details Contact: DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES,
FACULTY OF ARTS, NOUN.

Assignments File

In this file, you will find all the details of the work you must submit to
your tutor for marking. The marks you obtain from these assignments
will count towards the final mark you obtain for this course. Further
information on assignments will be found in the Assignment File itself
and later in this Course Guide in the section on assessment.
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Presentation Schedule

The Presentation Schedule included in your course materials gives you
the important dates for the completion of tutor marked assignments and
attending tutorials. Remember, you are required to submit all your
assignments by the due date. You should guard against lagging behind
in your work.

Assessment

There are two aspects to the assessment of the course. First are the tutor
marked assignments; second, there is a written examination. In tackling
the assignments, you are expected to apply information and knowledge
acquired during this course. The assignments must be submitted to your
tutor for formal assessment in accordance with the deadlines stated in
the Assignment File. The work you submit to your tutor for assessment
will count for 30% of your total course mark.

At the end of the course, you will need to sit for a final three-hour
examination. This will also count for 70% of your total course mark.

Tutor Marked Assignments (TMAS)

There are twenty-one tutor marked assignments in this course. You
need to submit all the assignments. The best five (i.e. the highest five
of the twenty-one marks) will be counted. The total marks for the best
four (5) assignments will be 30% of your total course mark.

Assignment questions for the units in this course are contained in the
Assignment File. You should be able to complete your assignments
from the information and materials contained in your set textbooks,
reading and study units. However, you are advised to use other
references to broaden your viewpoint and provide a deeper
understanding of the subject.

When you have completed each assignment, send it together with form
to your tutor. Make sure that each assignment reaches your tutor on or
before the deadline given. If, however, you cannot complete your work
on time, contact your tutor before the assignment is done to discuss the
possibility of an extension.

Final Examination and Grading

The examination will consist of questions which reflect the type of self-
testing, practice exercises and tutor—-marked problems you have come
across. All areas of the course will be assessed.

You are advised to revise the entire course after studying the last unit
before you sit for the examination. You will find it useful to review
your tutor-marked assignments and the comments of your tutor on them
before the final examination.
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Course Marking Scheme
This table shows how the actual course marking is broken down.

HEBREW GRAMMAR

Assessment

Marks

Assignment

1-21

Best five marks of the twenty-one
assignments count at 30% of course
marks

Final Examination

70% of overall course marks

Total

100% of course marks

Table 1: Course Marking Scheme

Course Overview
This table brings together the units, the number of weeks you should
take to complete them, and the assignments that follow them.

Unit Title of work Week™s, |Assessment
Activity |(end of unit)
Course Guide
1. \Why Study Biblical Hebrew? 1. Assignment 1
2. Hebrew Consonants (Aleph-Bet) 2. Assignment 2
3. Transliteration 3. Assignment 3
4. \Vowel Signs 4. Assignment 4
5. Half-Vowel Signs (sheva x) 5. Assignment 5
6. Syllables 6. Assignment 6
7. Particlesto Note 7. Assignment 7
8. The Definite Article 8. /Assignment 8
9. Prepositions and Vav Conjunction 9. Assignment 9
10. Nouns: General Characteristics 10. Assignment 10
11. Adjective 11. Assignment 11

XVii
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12. The Pronoun 12. /Assignment 12
13. \Verbs: General Characteristics 13. Assignment 13
14, The Qal Perfect Inflection (Regular Verbs) 14. Assignment 14
15. How to Use the Hebrew Lexicon 15. /Assignment 15
16. The Qal Imperfect Inflection (Regular Verbs)  [16. /Assignment 16
17. Perfect of the Remaining Verb Stems 17. Assignment 17
18. Imperfect of the Remaining Verb Stems 18. Assignment 18
19. Pronominal Suffixes 19. Assignment 19
20. Imperatives 20. Assignment 20
21. Vav Consecutive 21. Assignment 21

REVISION 16

EXAMINATION 17

TOTAL 17

\Weeks

Table 2: Course Overview

How to get the best from this course

In distance learning the study units replace the university lecturer. This
Is one of the great advantages of distance learning; you can read and
work through specially” designed study materials at your own pace, and
at a time and place that suit you best. Think of it as reading the lecture
instead of listening to a lecturer. In the same way that a lecturer might
set you some reading to do, the study units tell you when to read your
set books or other material. Just as a lecturer might give you an in-class
exercise, your study units provide exercises for you to do at appropriate
points.

Each of the study units follows a common format. The first item is an
introduction to the subject matter of the unit and how a particular unit is
integrated with the other units and the course as a whole. Next is a set of
learning objectives. These objectives enable you know what you should
be able to do by the time you have completed the unit. You should use
these objectives to guide your study. When you have finished the units
you must go back and check whether you have achieved the objectives.
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If you make a habit of doing this you will significantly improve your

chances of passing the course.

The main body of the unit guides you through the required reading from

other sources. This will usually be either from your set books or from a

Reading section. Remember that your tutors job is to assist you. When

you need help, don“t hesitate to call and ask your tutor to provide it.

1. Read this Course Guide thoroughly.

2. Organize a study schedule. Refer to the ,,Course overview* for
more details.

Note the time you are expected to spend on each unit and how the

assignments relate to the units. Whatever method you chose to use, you

should decide on it and write in your own dates for working on each

unit.

3. Once you have created your own study schedule, do everything
you can to stick to it. The major reason that students fail is that
they lag behind in their course work.

4, Turn to Unit 1 and read the introduction and the objectives for the
unit.
5. Assemble the study materials. Information about what you need

for a unit is given in the ,,Overview™ at the beginning of each
unit. You will almost always need both the study unit you are
working on and one of your set books on your desk at the same
time.

6. Work through the unit. The content of the unit itself has
been arranged to provide a sequence for you to follow. As you
work through the unit you will be instructed to read sections
from your set books or other articles. Use the unit to guide your
reading.

7. Review the objectives for each study unit to confirm that you
have achieved them. If you feel unsure about any of the
objectives, review the study material or consult your tutor.

8. When you are confident that you have achieved a unit™s
objectives, you can then start on the next unit. Proceed unit by
unit through the course and try to pace your study so that you
keep yourself on schedule.

9. When you have submitted an assignment to your tutor for
marking, do not wait for its return before starting on the next
unit. Keep to your schedule. When the assignment is returned,
pay particular attention to your tutors comments, both on the
tutor-marked assignment form and also written on the
assignment. Consult your tutor as soon as possible if you have
any questions or problems.

10.  After completing the last unit, review the course and prepare

yourself for the final examination. Check that you have achieved the

unit objectives (listed at the beginning of each unit) and the course
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objectives (listed in this Course Guide).

Tutors and Tutorials

There are 8 hours of tutorials provided in support of this course. You
will be notified of the dates, times and location of these tutorials,
together with the name and phone number of your tutor, as soon as you
are allocated a tutorial group.

Your tutor will mark and comment on your assignments, keep a close
watch on your progress and on any difficulties you might encounter and
provide assistance to you during the course. You must mail your tutor-
marked assignments to your tutor well before the due date (at least two
working days are required). They will be marked by your tutor and
returned to you as soon as possible.

Do not hesitate to contact your tutor by telephone, e-mail, or discussion
board if you need help. The following might be circumstances in
which you would find help necessary. Contact your tutor if:
you do not understand any part of the study units or the assigned
readings,
you have difficulty with the self-tests or exercises,
You have a question or problem with an assignment, with your
tutor’s
comments on an assignment or with the grading of an assignment.
You should try your best to attend the tutorials. This is the only chance
to have face to face contact with your tutor and to ask questions which
are answered instantly. You can raise any problem encountered in the
course of your study. To gain the maximum benefit from course
tutorials, prepare a question list before attending them. You will learn a
lot from participating in discussions actively.

Summary

CRS313 intends to help you have a working knowledge of biblical

Hebrew to assist you in the work of translating and interpreting biblical

texts. Upon completing this course, you will be able to answer questions

such as:

o Why is the study of Biblical Hebrew necessary?

How many letters are in Hebrew Alphabet?

What is the role of Vowel signs in Hebrew Grammar?

Why are there no upper cases in Hebrew letters?

How does one use Hebrew Lexicon to locate and define Hebrew

words?

What is the best approach in learning Hebrew vocabulary?

) What is the difference between the Tenses in English
language and Hebrew Grammar?

XX
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) What is the meaning of the Inflection of Hebrew verbs?
) What is the role of visio-aids, audio and practice grids in
mastering Hebrew Grammar?

Of course, the questions you will be able to answer are not limited to
the above list. This couse manual is simplified for easy comprehension.
You will find it interesting, and you will desire advance studies in
it. CRS313 is a prerequisite for a further learning of Hebrew Syntax
in CRS316. Pay attention to this course, and you will enjoy it; | assure
you.
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MODULE 1

Unit 1 Why Study Biblical Hebrew?

Unit 2 Hebrew Consonants (Aleph-Bet)

Unit 3 Transliteration

Unit4 Vowel Signs

Unit5 Half Vowel Signs (Sheva) Unit6  Syllables
Unit7 Particles to note

UNIT1 WHY STUDY BIBLICAL HEBREW?
CONTENT

1.0  Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  Why Study Biblical Hebrew?
3.2 Some Tips in Mastering Hebrew Grammar
3.3 The Future of Biblical Scholarship in Africa
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignments
7.0  References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Hebrew is the original language of the Old Testament. Every other
version of the Old Testament you see today is an offshoot or a
translation from the original language. For one to work with the original
manuscript of the Bible and make a meaningful interpretation of the
texts, one needs to have a good working knowledge of the
language of the original manuscript, which was Hebrew. This Unit 1
sets off the study of the Hebrew Grammar by showing the reasons for
the study of Biblical Hebrew, and why it is relevant to comtemporary
biblical scholarship. Subsequently, the elements of Hebrew Grammar
are studied from Units 2 to 21, grouped under three modules.

20 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

‘ Discuss the importance of studying Hebrew Grammar in
contemporary biblical scholarship.
Appreciate the role of language and culture in understanding
the history of a people.
Access different tips in mastering biblical Hebrew.
Analyze the relationship between studying Hebrew Grammar
and the future of biblical scholarship in Africa.

23
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3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1Why Study Biblical Hebrew?

A good knowledge of Hebrew, which was the original language of the
Old Testament, will facilitate a better translation and interpretation of
its message. The Old Testament was written by Hebrews centuries
before the birth of Christ, whose culture and lifestyle were different
from our own. A people”s language is much related to their culture,
without an understanding of the Hebrew culture we cannot fully
understand their language. To cross this cultural bridge, those who
impart knowledge to others need to understand the ancient Hebrew
culture, lifestyle and language. Our focus in this course is to obtain a
working knowledge of the Hebrew grammar, which is one step to
grasping the soul of the Old Testament.

Even Martin Luther recognized the importance of Hebrew when he
said, “If | were younger, | would want to learn this language, because
no one can really understand the scriptures without it” (www.
Familybible.org/articles/messianic/whystudyhebrew.htm — 27/06/2011).
On the basis of this, pastors, priests, theological students and scholars
are encouraged to get proficiency in the language in order to
communicate the message of the scripture effectively. In fact, one
cannot major in Old Testament or New Testament studies without
exhibiting a good working knowledge of the biblical languages.

Hebrew is the language of modern Israel, one of the world*s fastest-
growing high-tech economies and a country of constant importance on
world stage. If you are interested in research on the Middle East or in
working there, knowledge of Hebrew is invaluable.

The Lord Jesus knew Hebrew (Matt. 5:18, Luk 4:16-20, Acts 26:14).
Hebrew is the foundation of the New Testament: in fact all of the
original authors of the New Testament were Jews who spoke and read
Hebrew (Acts 21:40; 22:2; John 5:2; Luke 23:28; Acts 15:13-21).
Studying Hebrew will give you new insight into the meaning of the New
Testament writings (www.hebrew4christians.com/grammar -
27/06/2011).
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3.2  Some Tips in Mastering Hebrew Grammar

This study manual is divided into 21 units, which concentrate on
introductory grammar with progressive exercises in reading and
writing. Every unit contains the Unit Exercises; Practice Grid or
Vocabulary. The student is encouraged to follow the outline of study
presented in the units sequentially, in order to promote learning. Other
useful tips that will promote learning of Hebrew Grammar is to
maintain constancy in learning (not necessarily spending long hours,
but a daily practice is recommended); study and practice with unit
exercises, which will facilitate acquaintance to the lessons studied,;
regular writing practice with the grids provided is highly encouraged;
and the vocabularies were provided for memorizing. Students are
encouraged to make an improvised vocabulary cards they can carry
about for casual references. Online sources with visual aids and
audio are recommended in some units. The student will find these
resources helpful in studying Hebrew.

3.3 The Future of Biblical Scholarship in Africa

To a great extent, biblical study in Africa is still reliant on secondary
materials because of its continuous dependence on translated versions
of the scripture. The great contributions of bible translators
notwithstanding, undue reliance on a translated version could
tantamount into building a castle on a faulty foundation. In one Nigerian
Church, one zealous youth was interpreting in Igbo for his minister who
was preaching in English. The minister said, “Who will bell the cat
in Nigeria?” and the zealous youth interpreted, “Onye ga-atopu
nwamba n’ulo mkporo na Nigeria?”- {who will bail the cat from
prison in Nigeria?} Definitely, many simple minds may not have
understood what transpired in that translation. But it was certain that
the interpreter deviated from what the preacher intended to
communicate.

Relying on a secondary text for biblical interpretation is like building a
tower on an unknown foundation. Whether or not the foundation suits
the tower is left to fate or luck. A number of reasons contributed to the
lack of interest in the Hebrew Grammar in many Universities and
Theological Seminaries in Africa. Some of the reasons being that
available textbooks in Hebrew Grammar were not simplified enough to
suit the African context, and stimulate a deep rooted interest among
the students. Another being that Hebrew Textbooks were not readily
available in bookshops and School Libraries. Even when a few of them
were ordered or procured from far away places, it did not usher in the
needed enthusiasm expected from the students. This outcome was
obvious because some of the books were very expensive; and even
when you own a copy, it was usually difficult to make a private study
with them.

25



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

This study manual is an attempt to provide a simplified and a
contextualized Hebrew textbook for the African context. Though it
may not eradicate the fear some students have for Hebrew Grammar;
it has been structured and simplified for either a private study, or
learning in a classroom setting.

40 CONCLUSION

This unit discussed why the study of Hebrew Grammar is
necessary for biblical scholarship. It presented regular study in
progressive writing and reading as a way of mastering it. Also, it
argued that the future of biblical scholarship in Africa is
dependent on the type of attidute adopted towards Hebrew grammar.

50 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have learnt that understanding biblical Hebrew
Grammar will equip you for a strong bible translation and
interpretation. Next unit will present the Hebrew Alphabet.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS

Give five reasons why we should study Hebrew Grammar today.
How is Hebrew Grammar relevant to biblical scholarship in
Africa?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar
(Book I and II). Aba: Reinoma Services.

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker
Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand
Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com)

English to Hebrew Translation
(http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew) Why Study Old
Testament Hebrew? (www.Torahclass.com)
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UNIT 2 HEBREW CONSONANTS (ALEPH-BET)

CONTENT

1.0  Introduction

2.0  Objectives

3.0 Main Content

3.1  The Alphabet

3.2  Final forms

3.3  Similar letters

3.4  Guttural Letters

3.5 Begadkefat

4.0 Conclusion

50 Summary

6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignments
7.0  Alphabet Practice Grid

8.0  References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Hebrew Alphabet consists of 22 letters, which are all consonants,
unlike the English Alphabet which has both the consonants and vowels
in the standard letters. In English Language, vocalization is impossible
without the vowel. A tradition of pronunciation of Hebrew consonants
was in vogue before the vowel marks were developed to assist the
younger generations. Scholars believe that the Tiberian scribes added
the vowel marks in order to retain the memory of original vocalization.
There is no distinction of capitals (upper case or lower case), italics, etc.
The Hebrew is written from right to left.

20 OBJECTIVE

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

‘ Identify Hebrew Alphabet, read and write them.
Recite the entire Hebrew Alphabet in print.
Transliterate (or give the equivalence of) Hebrew letters to
English letters.

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 The Alphabet

Listed below are the character sets of Hebrew letters. Observe the
English word that is associated with each Hebrew letter. It is provided
to aid your pronunciation of the Hebrew letter. Start studying from right
to left, from Aleph to Beth, in that order to the end. Observe each one,
read aloud, and practice writing them, one after another, beginning from
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Aleph — Bet... Follow the numbering 1, 2, 3, 4... (From right to left).
Note: the numbering represents the numerical value of each Hebrew
letter).

5;7 Hey #4 4;'3—12:. Bet |1 N

Dalet Gimel Aleph

107 Yod 90 Tet 81 Chet[7 ] Zayin61 Vav

60 DSOJ Nunpo DBO 5203 Kaf

Samek Mem Lamed

200 1100 P90 380 D Pey|70 3]

Resh Qof Tsade Ayin
400 300 300
n v In

Tav Shin Sin
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3.1.1 Self-Assessment Exercise
Write the letter Aleph (from right to left) several times

Name Print Pronounced

Aleph N (silent letter)

Write the letter Bet (from right to left) several times

Name Print Pronounced

Bet m) b as in boy

Write the letter Gimel (from right to left) several times

Name Print Pronounced

Gimel A g as in girl

29



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

Write the letter Dalet (from right to left) several times

Name Print Pronounced
Dalet T D as in door

Write the letter Hey (from right to left) several times

Name Print Pronounced
Hey il h as in hey
0

30

Write the letter Vav (from right to left) several times
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Name Print Pronounced

Vav A V as in vine

‘ Write the letter Zayin (from right to left) several times

Name Print Pronounced

zZayin 7 Z as in zoo

Write the letter Chet (from right to left) several times

Name Print Pronounced
Chet M ch as in bach
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Write the letter Tet (from right to left) several times

Name Print Pronounced
Tet 1) T as in time
@
‘ Write the letter Yod (from right to left) several times
Name Print Pronounced
Yod K y as in yes
’
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Write the letter Kaph (from right to left) several times

Name Print Pronounced
Kaph D k as in kite

Write the letter Lamed (from right to left) several times

Name

Print

Pronounced

Lamed

b

L as in look

4

Write the letter mem (from right to left) several times

Name

Print

Pronounced

mem

a)

m as in mom

44—

33



CRS 313

HEBREW GRAMMAR

Write the letter Nun (from right to left) several times

Name Print Pronounced [Transliteration
Nun ] nasinname [N
]
‘ Write the letter Samek (from right to left) several times
Name Print Pronounced
Samek 0 s as in son
0
‘ Write the letter Ayin (from right to left) several times
Name Print Pronounced
Ayin g Silent letter
v
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Write the letter Gimel (from right to left) several times

Name

Print

Pronounced

Pey

D)

P as in Peter

—

Write the letter Tsade (from right to left) several times

Name

Print

Pronounced

Tsade

X

ts as in nets

44—

Write the letter Qof (from right to left) several times

Name

Print

Pronounced

Qof

0

q as in queen

35
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Write the letter Resh (from right to left) several times

Name Print Pronounced
Resh R r as in rain

Write the letter Sin (from right to left) several times

Name

Print

Pronounced

Sin

I

S as in sign

44—

36




CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

Write the letter Shine (from right to left) several times

Name Print Pronounced

Shin 174 sh as in shine

Write the letter Tav (from right to left) several times

Name Print Pronounced

Tav Iy t as in tall

3.2  Final Forms
Five letters have special forms when they stand at the end of a word.

All the finals except O have a tail coming below the line, and no other

letter of the alphabet except |2 comes below the line. Examples:

Regular Form

44—
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X D)

Final Forms (sofit)

Tsade |Pey Nun Mem Kaf
V Tsadel‘-] Pey] NunQ Mem-I Kaf
sofit sofit sofit sofit sofit

3.3 Similar Letters
Certain letters, very similar in forms, are to be carefully
distinguished. Examples:

v X

Gimel Nun

e

38
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Beth | Kaf

R [

1A

Tsade

Ayin
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Vav  Nun sofit
Zayin  Kaf sofit
Dalet Resh Mem sofit

Samek
n Yy nw nonoo
Hey Chet Tav Shin Sin Tsade sofit
Pey sofit

3.4  Guttural Letters

Five of the letters are classified as gutturals, because of their having
originally been pronounced in the throat. The student is asked to note
the guttural letters because special rules follow in their usage. This will

be studied in full later. They are:
<+—
R by} g 1! N

Resh Ayin Chet Hey Aleph

3.5 BeGaDKeFaT

There are six letters with double pronunciation. They may either
appear with or without a dot placed in them. When any of them begins
a word or a syllable, it will appear with a dot which hardens the
pronunciation. The dot is referred to as a dagesh

44—

lene in Hebrew. The acronym for remembering the six letters is
BeGaDKeFaT. Examples:

n p B 7 & 2

Tav Pey Kaf Dalet |Gimel [Bet

Without a dot, their pronunciation is soft. The change in sound is
particularly noticed

in three letters, 2,9,9. Examples:

Book Name |Pronounced
Print

o Bet b as in a boy
m} Vet v as in vine
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D Kaf k as in Kite
.| Khaf ch as in bach
2 Pey p as in park
) Fey ph as in phone

40 CONCLUSION

This unit discussed how you can master the Hebrew Alphabet. Without
practice, it is impossible for anyone to just master them by memorizing.
The student should practice writing the Hebrew letters with the practice
grids given above and below. The alphabet should be read aloud as you

write them.

Note: Contact your Tutor (or the Religious Department at the
Headquarter NOUN) for the Hebraica T-Shirt and Calendar for learning
the Alphabet. Also, you can follow this link to listen to an Audio

version of the Hebrew Alphabet:

http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-

Bet/aleph-bet.html

5.0 SUMMARY

The student should master the following materials encountered in

thisunit:

4
-SRI VI < B S B B ¢ 2 N [Letter
o) 7 2 Begadkefat
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N Sofit
Iz ] N  (Gutturals
—
n W NnH PR B P PO I M@ [Letter
kg = Begadkefat
Y B 7 @ [Sofit
" kY] Gutturals
6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
1) Write out the Hebrew Alphabet from the right to the left
margin of your exercise book using the Practice Grid below:
RAATNTIY
2) Identify the words that have BeGaD KeFaT letters from the
following:
1. 2N 2. T 3. 1N] 4. NN
5. M7 6 7] 7. A7 8. 20
3) Locate and identify all the final forms of letters in (3) above.
4) What do the letters in each of the following groups have in
common?
1. QY. 3 ROV, 2 237050
7.0 ALEPH-BET PRACTICE GRID
N h
=
A
7
0
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=¥

c 4

N |

g b U

g

| 4

U

W

~

. |
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8.0  References/Further Readings

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar
(Book I and I1). Aba: Reinoma Services.

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker
Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand
Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com)

English to Hebrew Translation
(http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew)

21


http://www.hebrew4christians.com/

CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

UNIT 3 TRANSLITERATION
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Transliteration is a process of finding the equivalent letters in a
language from another language. The student should practice the
English equivalent of the Hebrew Alphabet. Whereas Hebrew is written
from right to left, when transliteration is done in English, the English
letters should be written from left to right. This unit will present
the English equivalents of Hebrew Alphabet, and a full chart of Hebrew
Aleph-bet transliterated.

20 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:
Identify the Hebrew Alphabet with their English equivalents.
Read Hebrew letters with the help of transliteration.

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1  The Hebrew Alphabet and their English Equivalents

The chart below is the list of Hebrew Alphabet and their English
equivalents.
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W B MmN T N R IR |Hebrew
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| k iy ch [z v d g b A English

n w N "N PR B P @ 2 MR [Hebrew
t sh $ r Q s p ‘ S n m [English

3.2How Transliteration is done

Hebrew is written from right to left, but when transliteration is done
in English, the

English letters are written from left to right. Example:

Hebrew e E—

7 A =2
Dalet Gimel bet
English
B | g_| d | |
3.3 Full Chart of Aleph-Bet Transliterated
Name Letter Transliteration Pronounciation
Aleph X “ (or none) Silent letter
Bet D) b B as in boy
% \/ as in vine

m)
Gimel b g G as in girl

b}
Dalet i d D as in door

7
Hey = h H as in hay
\Vav ) v [V as in vine
Zayin i 7 Z as in zebra
Chet - ch (or h) Ch as in bach
Tet " t (ort) T as in time
Yod 5 Y Y as in yes
Kaf 9 Kk K as in kite

kh Ch as in batch
-[ 9 Sofit form
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Lamed 77 L L as in look
Mem A M M as in mom
n Sofit form
Nun N N N as in now
1 Sofit form
Samekh D S S as in son
Ayin v . (or none) Silent letter
Pey 5 P P as in park
ph (or f)
Ph as in phone
n o
Sofit form
Tsade s ts (s) Ts as in nuts
V Sofit form
Qof |7 Q Q as in queen
Resh " R as in rain
Sin n s (or §) S asin sin
Shin o, sh (or §) Sh as in shy
Tav n T T as in tall

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit has shown that transliteration is a means of findING an
equivalent letter for Hebrew letters from English language to remind
one how the letter is pronounced. Hebrew is written from right to left,
but when transliteration is done, English letter is written from left to
right.

5.0 SUMMARY

This Unit presented transliteration for Hebrew Consonants. Further
discussions for vowels and half vowels will done in subsequent units.

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES
Write out and memorize the Hebrew Alphabet with their
English equivalents.
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7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS

1) Transliterate the following Hebrew letters to English:

1. 227 2. 727 3. 777 4. "M
5. A2 6. 117 7. YXU 8. N
9. PXf 10.29°0 11.72°0 12.XN77

2) Transliterate the following English letters to Hebrew:

1. bh 2. Im 3. ml 4. 'm
5. $Sn 6. lkh 7. dgh 8. ‘vif
9. qvp  10.kf 11.zyn 12.tmm

8.0PRACTICE GRID
Write the Hebrew Alphabet with their English Equivalents +—

A =2 N Hebrew

g b ’ English

Hebrew

English

Hebrew

English

Hebrew

English

Hebrew

English

Hebrew
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English

Hebrew

English

Hebrew

English

Hebrew

9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand
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CONTENTS

1.0  Introduction

2.0  Objectives

3.0 Main Content

3.1 A-Type Vowel

3.2  E-Type Vowel

3.3 I-Type Vowel

3.4  O-Type Vowel

3.5 U-Type Vowel

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0  Self-Assessment Exercises
7.0  Tutor-Marked Assignments
8.0  References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Vowel letters in a word make pronounciation possible and easy.
Originally, Hebrew words lacked vowel letters. A tradition of
pronunciation of Hebrew consonants was in practice before the vowel
marks were developed by the Tiberian Scholars to assist the younger
generations. Before the introduction of vowel signs in Hebrew, certain

weak consonants ? 1] & were sometimes used to indicate the vowel
sounds, and hence were called vowel letters. N and jJwere used to

indicate “a”, ? to indicate “e” and “i” and )to indicate “0” and “u” class
vowels.

Later on, the vowel signs were designed so that they could be
inserted into a consonantal text without actually lengthening the text.
In other words, a pointed text (one supplied with vowels) of a given
book of the Hebrew Bible should be exactly the same length as the un-
pointed text of the same book.

Most of the vowels stand directly below the consonants with which

they are to be pronounced. The exceptions are cholem, cholem-vav, and
shureq.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this Unit, you should be able to:
Able to read, write, and recite the Hebrew vowel system.
Transliterate and pronounce Hebrew words with much ease.

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 A-Type Vowel

In this section, N is used as a hypothetical letter where the vowel
marks are attached. The student is encouraged to study the marks
carefully to differentiate them from the

consonants studied in unit two.

VVowel Mark [Vowel Name [Sound TransliterationClass
N Qamets “a” as ina Long
f land
X Patach “a” as in a Short
[ aqua

3.2 E-Type Vowel

Vowel Mark Vowel Name [Sound TransliterationClass

N Tsere “e”asin @ Long
eight

N Tsere-yod (‘e” as in delljé Very long

N Segol “e” as ine Short
thowv

3.3 I-Type Vowel

VVowel Mark [Vowel Name [Sound TransliterationClass
X Chireg-yod i as inf Very long
green
Chireq “I” as inink |i Short

3.4 O-Type of Vowel
VVowel Mark [Vowel Name [Sound TransliterationClass
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3.5  U-Type of Vowel

VVowel Mark Vowel Name [Sound Transliteration/Class
N7 Shureq “u” asfli Very long
cchnnl
Qibbuts “U” as in u Short
blue

40 CONCLUSION

This Unit has shown the different Types of Hebrew vowels following
after the English A, E, I, O, U. The student should pay attention to the
different letters in Hebrew under each Type of vowels.

50 SUMMARY
The student should remark the main points made in the unit. We can

classify the Hebrew vowels according to the basic sound they make (A,
E, I, O, and U). The following table summarizes the vowel types:

U @) | E A Type
X X o X Mark
a u 0 0 o |1 i 8 e g a 3 | Transliteration
vl S vl S Y] S vl S I S | Class

N OX X

Class key: long = I; short = s; very long = vl
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6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Here is a similar list of the vowels. Transliterate these and
practice pronouncing them.

1. PRY 2. BN 3. X7
4 TPAPNT 5. T 6. Niv0
7. PRYTI0IN 8. WP 9. PAY
10.X7°737 11.119°0M
L ATIY 2 3. 227 4. 27
5. 72" 6. AT? o 8. 32°D
9. 277 103]
Transliterate into Hebrew:
1. ‘adamot 2. ‘emor 3. nebi’im 4. ta’abdd
5. hébrén 6. hiskim 7. bara 8. zObéehe
9. melekh 10. mispete
1. 97 2. 90 3. X0 4. W

5. 2°N 6. N°0

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
1) Transliterate into English:
2)

3) See if you can determine which of the following words employ ’
as a consonant and which employ it as a vowel.

8.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar
(Book I and I1). Aba: Reinoma Services.

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker
Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand
Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com)

English to Hebrew Translation
(http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew)
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Under normal circumstances, every Hebrew consonant should have a
vowel sign under it or after it, unless it is standing at the end of the
word. In absence of that, Hebrew makes use of other vowels signs that
could best be described as reduced vowels or half vowels. They
represent full vowels that have been abbreviated for phonetic purposes.

Thus, instead of writing: 2WMY ... 2°7 (lishmo ... byad)

Onewrites  2WMI... 2°7 (lishmo ... b°yad)
Sheva is of two kinds: (a) simple sheva and (b) compound sheva.

20 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be to:

‘ Identify Hebrew half-vowels and differentiate them from full
vowels.
Do a transliteration of Hebrew half-vowels and know how to read
them in a word.
Differentiate between the simple shevas and the compound sheva.

3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1  Simple Sheva (N)

Simple sheva is a neutral sound which may arise from any of the

short vowels and represents the minimum vowel sound. Sheva (:N)
is transliterated superscript ‘e’, written this way (¢). Example,
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sheva?{:) is a very quickly uttered sound, as e in below, when the
word is pronounced rapidly, so as to slur over the e and run the b
and 1 almost (but not quite) together; thus b’low, not below, nor

blow; p’lice, not police, nor plice. (Eﬂ’ is transliterated peri).

3.2  Compound Sheva

Guttural letters NiI[7V7) do not accept simple sheva (X), but a
compound sheva,

namel)&,x

vowels.

:N Pluk{‘ , Compound sheva is a combination of a sheva and the three
short

equals X called chatef-patach
Plus equals X called chatef- segol
Plus Requals called chatef-qamets
Asin: (i)X1°-’ani, translated ‘I’

Notes:(ii) X1 - ’endsh, translated ‘man, mankind’
(iii) M9 - choli, translated ‘sickness’

1. A sheva can be either vocal or silent. It is vocal when it
stands beneath a consonant that begins a syllable. The
silent sheva may be regarded as a syllable breaker because
it always stands beneath a consonant that ends a syllable.

Thus: 27°N (berit) is vocal, whiléj?:[ (me-lekh) is silent.

2. When two shevas occur together in the middle of a word,
the first is silent and the second vocal. The first marks
the end of a syllable therefore a syllable breaker, while
the second stands at the beginning of a new syllable
therefore vocal. Thus: ??DW%(mi-Ls‘eIO), (/) is silent, whiléX,

) is vocal.

3. A sheva under a letter doubled by a dot (dagesh forte) is

vocal.. Thus: |7'D777 is transliterated (qit-£°10).

4. A sheva is vocal when it is following a long vowel. Example:

1’77 is translitered (ha-yetah)
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3.3  Transliteration

This section will provide the English equivalence of the Hebrew

vowel letters in their different types. The letter N is used
hypothetically. The vowel marks are placed under, above or
beside the Hebrew consonant. The chart below reviews the
English transliteration for Hebrew full vowel points.

A land
2. Patach “a” as in
aqua
E 3. Tsere “_e” as‘lcn” ]?
\ _elght e’ aslf
4. Tsere-yod N in dell E
“e” as In
5. Segol they
I 6. Chireq-yod N i as ID.,, I
7. Chireg green “i” asf
' in ink
8. Cholem I 0™ as In 9
o F. hellow 0
9. Cholem-vav [N “o” as Inp
below “0” as
10. Qamets-chatuf in ought
U 11. Shureq N u-as U
school 0]
12. Qibbuts “u” as In
blue

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit has shown how to identify the Hebrew half-vowels (called
shevas); and how to differentiate between the simple shevas and the
compound shevas, with their transliteration. The student would get
aquainted with their usage through regular practice.

50 SUMMARY
The student should remark the main points made in the unit as
follows:
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‘ We can classify the Hebrew vowels according to the basic sound
they make (A, E, I, O, and U). Compound shevas are formed by adding

simple shevas to three short vowels (a, e, 0).
The following table summarizes the vowel types:

Name Mark Sound Transliteration
1. Qamets a~asin A
U @) | E A Type
N3 N K> N Mark
Q U 0 0 o |1 i é e g a a | Transliteration
vl S vl S I vl |s vl S I S I Class
N N N
Sheva
X X Mark
0 € a Transliteration
R r r Class
Class key: long = I; short = s; very long = vl; reduced = r
. There are four cases when the Sheva is vocal:
1. When it begins a word (or syllable)
2. When it is the second of two shevas in a row
3. When it appears under a letter with a Dagesh Forte
4. When it follows a syllable that contains a long vowel.
Correlatively, there are four cases when the Sheva is silent:
1. When it ends a word (or syllable)
2. When it is the first of two shevas in a row
3. When it closes a syllable
4. When it follows a syllable that contains a short vowel.
6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Transliterate and Read:
1LY 2 M 3. 17 4. X700
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5. 729 6. YIAT]

9. 727°  10.NIPTIN
7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
(1) Transcribe into Hebrew

1. benbt 2. baqqesi
ta’abdd
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5. debarim 6. bara 7. nsimer(Q 8. darkeka
9. hebrén 10. melekh 11. hiskim 12. mispete
13. binyamin 14.z6behe 15. getaltem 16.tiSmérem
17.’adamot 18. bé’émet 19.’émor 20.Yitchallekiin
2 See if you can determine which of the following words use
] as a consonant and which use it as a vowel.
1P 4 wao 3 N 2 N
5 230 8 P 7 AW 6 g
(3) See if you can determine which of the following words

employ ’ as a consonantand which employ it as a vowel.
L7, Yo s NXw W
5. XN 6 N°0

8.0PRACTICE GRID (Write the Aleph-Bet severally)
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
A unit sound (or vowel sound) in a word is called a syllable. That
implies a syllable contains a single vowel sound in a word. A good
understanding of how Hebrew word is divided into syllables (i.e. units
of dinstinct sound), will facilitate a proper pronunciation of the words.
20 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, the student should be able to:

Divide Hebrew words into syllables to facilitate proper
reading, writing and reciting.

Learn other basic particles associated with Hebrew syllables.
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3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1  Syllables Two rules

There are two basic rules for dividing a Hebrew word into syllables, as
explained below.

Rule 1: Determine the number of vowel sounds in the word. Since there
is one vowel per syllable, the number of syllables in a word is the same
number of vowels.

Examples:

7 (vad): One syllable (one vowel sound)

WM (sha-mar): Two syllables (two vowels sound)

Rule 2: Syllables can be “open” or “closed”. Open syllables end with
a vowel sound and closed syllables end with a letter without a vowel:

Examples:

Consonant + Vowel = Open syllable

27 (ki)

Consonant + Vowel + Consonant = Closed syllable
2N (bat)

3.2  Syllables Classification

Hebrew syllables can be classified as either: Open or Closed.

Note:

i. Whereas open syllables favour long vowels normally, closed
syllables usually have short vowels.

ii.  Syllables which end in a vowel sound are called open syllables.
Asin:

121 = va - bo - hil

iii.  Syllables which end in a consonant are called closed. As in:

VI2 = tév

277 = bén
N2~79 = mav - dil
iv. A word contains as many syllables as it has vowels; but

patach-furtive and
sheva do not form syllables
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V. Syllables must begin with a consonant, the only exception

being the prefixed conjunction 7J; they may begin with two
consonants, the first always having under it a vocal sheva. As in

AN (b°rit)

Vi. Syllables may end in two consonants, but only when these
are strong. The harshness resulting from this combination is
generally avoided by the insertion of a helping vowel.

vii. The vowel of an unaccented open syllable must be long.

viii. The vowel of a closed syllable must be short, unless it has
the tone; when it has the tone, it may be long.

ix. The vowel of an open accented syllable may be short.

3.3 Dagesh

The word dagesh is from a root word which possibly expressed the
idea of hardness. The sign of dagesh is a dot in the bosom of a letter,
and this dot was used to indicate both a lighter and a heavier kind of
hardness. When it indicates the lighter hardness it is called dagesh lene,
when the stronger, it is called dagesh forte.

€)] Dagesh lene: There are six letters which have each a hard and a soft
pronunciation —

indicated in writing with or without a dot. They are:

2 3 7 3 B N
b @ @ K O O
23 7T > 5 n
v) @ @ (& (H (@

For more information on BeGaDKeFaT letters, refer to section 1.5

(b) Dagesh forte: Hebrew does not write a double consonant.
To indicate that a consonant has that kind of hardness which is
duplication, it inserts in it a dot, as in P’?? (gal-10) when so used the dot
is called dagesh forte.

Examples:  PDU? = PUY (qit-tel) 7NNT= 770 (has-sar) N1
= 2NN (mis-sar)

The dagesh forte can appear n ANY Hebrew consonant,
including the

Begadkefat letters except a guttural letter:

npwnNpPhpPREVPAIPPDODPIPOR DR [T

Letter
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In the list above, notice that every Hebrew letter (except the gutturals:
Aleph, Hey, Chet, Ayin, and Resh) can appear with a dot inside - a
dagesh forte.
(c) Note:

1. Degesh lene is peculiar to the six BeGaDKeFaT letters (QA7220)

2. Dagesh forte can appear in all letters (including the six
letters -

BeGaDKeFaT), with the exception of the guttural letters (XiI1TV ).
34  Gutturals (X7V7)

The guttural letters are NiI7Y and sometimes 7). They are
guttural letters because they are pronounced from the throat. The
following features should be noted about guttural letters:

(@) Gutturals do not admit dagesh forte or lene since they cannot
be doubled; but the preceding vowel is lengthened as compensation. In
this case a preceding...

Patach (X) lengthens to gamets (X)
chireq (X) lengthens to tsere (X)
Qibbuts (X) lengthens to cholem (X)

(b) Gutturals do not take a simple sheva (X) but a compound
sheva, as in

N7 ‘asher, who, which, what
N277°Q *I6him, God
,ﬂ]?’ch(’h‘, sickness

(c) Gutturals prefer the vowel patach (X) before them, and
sometimes after them. This preference is especially noticeable with

the strong gutturals (177Y. When one of these gutturals occur at
the end of a word and is preceded by an unchangeably long
vowel that is not of the ‘@’ class, then another short ‘a’ sound
must be inserted between this vowel and the guttural. This
short ‘@’ sound is called a patach furtive, because of its hurried
pronunciation. Patach furtive is not a full vowel and must not be
regarded as increasing the number of syllables in a word. It is
represented in transliteration by a raised ‘a’, just as in the case of
the chatef-patach, as

in,

137 Verdech
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AP °VRaqie’

ANaach

A2ilgavech

(d) A guttural letter points itself and the consonant
preceding: that is a guttural with a chatef turns a preceding

simple sheva (vocal) into the short vowel corresponding to the
chatef; as in:

5Y37 becomes :73.737
3.5 Quiescent Letters (NXi117)

The letters Ni31? are so feeble (in pronunciation) that, under
certain conditions, they lose their consonantal character and
quiesce (i.e. they become silent). Hence they are called quiescent
letters.
Note:

i. N loses its consonantal power and is said to quiesce (or to be
silent), when it stands at the end of a word; as in:

2N
AR PN
ii. N quiesces when it stands in the middle of a word; then (a)

a preceding
vowelless consonant receives its vowel, as in:

ARYSN for  IRWD YN for  IRWD
DPIRN for  PPORD

Or (b) it loses its compound sheva after a preceding vowel. The
sheva disappears as soon as N quiesces and the preceding short

vowel is strengthened in compensation for the loss of the X; as in:

oXP7 . for  INYID
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RN for The consonant i] at the end of a word is
always distinguished from the vowel-letter 1 by the presence

of a mappik rl. But on account of its weakness it is often

entirely lost,
(1) In the case of the article after an inseparable peposition, as in

oK1 for 2NN
oW for  2ANWT

2) In Hif'il , Hof"al, and Hithpael forms after a preformative of
gender or person, as in:

gk ) for DNART OV for NIINT

(3) From between two vowels, which then contract, as in:

oM for NI

23 for ohgl

iv. When the preposition 5 (to) is prefixed to the word 11711
(yeh(dah, Judah), the combination (b’ﬂﬂﬂ , leyehiidah) first
becomes 2771717 (liyehtidah), but the ° quiesces and loses its
consonantal status, the word becoming pahth (IihGdah).

V. The word for ‘death’ is I (mavet) which, when taken
together with a following word (e.g. death of Moses) is spoken

hurriedly and (becomes first a hypothetical 7210 mavt and then)
the 1 quiescs, producing the form PW NN~

3.6 Sign of the Direct Object (NI)

A direct object is a word representing a person or thing upon which
the action of a verb is performed. The direct object may be either
definite or indefinite. If definite, it is usually preceded by the article

NXD. The particle serves merely as the sign of the direct object and is

therefore not to be translated. X0 may be written alone, or it may
be joined by a maqqef to the following word. In the latter case

tsere (X) is shortened to segol (X). Thus we find XN;[17°0 in
Gen.1:1, but 7RI RN~ in Gen.1:4.

40 CONCLUSION
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This unit has shown that a good understanding of Hebrew syllables will
facilitate transliteration and reading. Other important features like
dagesh, gutturals, quiescient letters and sign of the direct object play
vital roles in Hebrew grammar.

50 SUMMARY

(@). There are two basic rules for dividing a Hebrew word into
syllables:

1. The Number of Syllables in a word is determined by the number of
Vowels in that word.

Since there is one vowel per syllable, the number of syllables in a
word is the same as the number of vowels.

2. Syllables can be "Open" or "Closed.”

Open syllables end with a vowel sound and closed syllables end with
a letter without a vowel.

(b). Dagesh and Word Division.

A dagesh forte “emphasizes” a letter and thereby affects a word's
syllabification by doubling the value of the consonant. A letter with a
dagesh forte always causes the previous syllable (if any) to be closed
and in effect "divides" the syllable at the letter. The dagesh in a
Begedkephat letter is forte only if it is preceded by a vowel (otherwise it
is lene).

The general rule for dotted letters is this: If there is a "dot" inside a
letter, "double" its value; but if it is a Begedkephat letter, double the
value only if it is preceded by a vowel.

(c). Quiescent Letters

The letters: Aleph, Hey, Vav, and Yod can sometimes be “quiescent,”
that is, silent

under certain circumstances.

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Write the following words in Hebrew, bearing attention to
Dagesh lene and forte letters.

1. Gab 2. midbrékem 3. Kol

4. moét 5.  tiktob 6. bki

7. laredet 8. gdolim 9. Gam

10. mullal 11. sappdi 12. challén

13. hammayim 14. ibaddo 15.  chippor
16. Bén 17. ‘eta 18. Ben

19. Dam 20. Blekteka 21. Mrakkeb

22. baddam 23. vayyinnagpi 24. Mishpat

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
(1) Genesis 2:3 isreproduced here:
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iEmE b giahsapebian MR EARFE 73 Se)opmblizmislan ke
N2RONIRWI=2IRKPT YN

a. Copy the two words that contain both a silent sheva and a vocal
sheva. b. Copy the word that is marked as the direct object of the
verb.

. Copy the three words that contain dagesh fortes.

d. Copy the four words that contain compound shevas

e. Copy the three words that contain BeGaDKeFaT letters with
dagesh. f. Copy the six words that begin with guttural letters.

2 Divide the following words into syllables. Identify what
kind of syllable each is (open or closed) and what kind of vowel

h has (I hort). :
AR PAERE RO, ot 3. W

4. w7 5. VN7 6. NN
8.0 7'v¥52kBULARY8- 3k 9. INWD

A good method for learning Hebrew vocabulary is to prepare
vocabulary cards. Write the Hebrew on one side of the card and the
English translation on the reverse side; glance at these cards
whenever you have a spare moment, (e.g. when travelling, or
waiting for someone at the top shop). Practice pronouncing the
Hebrew words aloud.

1. 73]7-[ (melek), King 11. 870 (“adam), Humankind,
2. X317 ('6r), Light 12.11W7] (choshek), Darkness
3. XY (‘erets),Earth  13.X7777 (2damah), Ground
4. YD (afar),Dust  14.N?71°Q (“I6him), God

5. 2D (bayit), House  15.IRW (r'6sh), Head

9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar
(Book I and

I1). Aba: Reinoma Services.

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker
Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand
Rapids: William

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com)

English to Hebrew Translation
(http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew)
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UNIT 7 PARTICLES TO NOTE
CONTENT

1.0 Introduction

2.0  Objectives

3.0 Main Content

3.1  Accents

3.2  Meteg

3.3  Maqqef
3.4  Mappiq
3.5 Rafe
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3.8  Pause
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0.0 INTRODUCTION
There are certain symbols or particles that are not part of the Hebrew
vowels, which play different roles in vocalization of Hebrew words.
The New Hebrew student is encouraged to study the symbols in
Hebrew in order not to confuse them with the vowel signs.
1.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

Differentiate between vowel marks and other accent symbols in
Hebrew.

Identify their presence in a Hebrew text, and understand the roles

they play.

2.0 MAIN CONTENT

2.1 Accents

An accent is a mark or symbol, above or under a letter, used in
writing and printing to indicate the quality of a vowel sound or a
syllabic stress. The accents have three uses:
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a) To mark the tone-syllable, i.e. to indicate the syllable to be
stressed in pronunciation. Usually the last syllable and sometimes
the last but one syllable is stressed.

b) As punctuation marks, i.e. they divide the verse into its logical
constituent parts: stops and continuation marks.

c) Asmusical signs for chanting the scriptures in the synagogues.

Note: Hebrew accent signs are not printed in this grammar.
However, words accented on any syllable other than the final
syllable are marked with a munaht, ).

Exampledd;? ] 2T.2T%,71

If a word appears without a munah, it can be assumed that it is
accented on the final syllable.

Examples:

SNIRPWITITRAT

2.2 Meteg (AN

Meteg (or a bridle) is a vertical line placed on the left side of a
vowel point, to indicate that the syllable to which it belongs has a
secondary accent.

Note:

(@) Used on the second syllable before the tone, but generally

on the third, if the second is closed. As i@nNﬂDP’UJ_:ﬂ"Nﬁ

(b)  Used with a long vowel followed by a vocal sheva. As in:

WX

© Used with all vowels before compound sheva. As in:

2D

oYNINIYNITIRTAN
(d) Used with a long vowel in a closed syllable, before maqqef. As
in:

DN=ILVY~AAw0™1300
(e) Used with first syllable of all forms of {171 and 1’77 in
which the 17 and 7
have simple (silent) sheva. As in : *11°17 (Gen 1.29)17°/7(Gen 17:18)
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)] Used with an unaccented N in a final syllable; and to
insure the distinct enunciation of a vowel which otherwise might be
neglected. As in:

PYAYHI XK

2.3 Maqqef (Binder))™(
It is a horizontal stroke placed between two words to indicate that
they are to be pronounced together and accented as if they formed
but a single word. As in:

PITYITRIYYD
If the former of two words, joined by maqqef, should contain a

long vowel in a closed syllable, such a vowel gives way to a short
vowel or receives meteg. As in:

2.4 Mappig (Extender) (1)
WAOTIITIRNTIR 9710w

Mappiq is a dot placed in final {1, when this letter is used as a
consonant, and not as a vowel-letter. As in:

21 1A (leminah) ?Y 27 (1eabdah)

If the 17 was used as a vowel-letter and not as a consonant,
there will be no mappiq and the transliteration will differ. As i:

N7 (torah)

2.5 Rafe (Rest) (X)
Rafe is a horizontal stroke placed over a letter, to call particular

attention to the absence of dagesh or mappiq. As in:
2.6 Sillug

)PP TN ;A0

Silluqg is one of the major punctuation marks, which always appear

under the last word of a verse, as under N} at the end of
Gen.1:1). The silluq is generally the greatest stop in a verse and

regularly followed by the sign (.) called soph pasuq (end of verse).
Since silluq always stands on the last tone syllable of a verse, while
the meteg never stands on a tone syllable; they are easily
distinguished.

2.7 ,,Athnah (")

‘Athna is an accent that marks the end of the first half of the verse.
It is placed below the accented syllable of the last word in the first

half of the verse, as in X2:3°0 In Gen.1:1; namely: ‘In the beginning
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he created God’ - first half of verse ends with ‘Athnah. ‘The
heavens and the earth’ - second half of verse, ends with sillugs
followed by the soph pasuq sign.

2.8 Pause

A word is said to be in pause when its accent is a major stop,
i.e. a sillug or

‘Athnah; in either case the word being at the end of a clause. A
word in pause must have a long vowel in its accented or tone
syllable. If the vowel of the tone syllable is regularly short, it must
be lengthened when placed in a pause. As in:

2°0(mayim - not paused)
4.0 CONCLUSION

12°072, O (mayim - paused)

This unit introduced important particles in Hebrew apart from vowel
marks. It has facilitated differentiating between vowel marks and other
accent symbols in Hebrew, including the roles they play in a Hebrew
text.

5.0 SUMMARY

Basic particles in Hebrew discussed in this unit are: Accents, Meteg, Maqqef,
Mappiqg, Rafe, Sillug, Athnah, and Pause. These particles, if not carefully
identified may be confused with Hebrew vowel marks. So the student should
be acquainted with their forms and functions as discussed in this unit. Next
unit will examine the definite article in Hebrew.

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

. Discuss the meaning of the following, and write the marks
that represent them:

1. Accents 2. Meteg 3. Maqgef 4. Mappiq
5. Rafe 6. Sillug 7. Athnah 8. Pause.

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
Identify the basic particles discussed in this unit from the following
words:

1. .1277.61%KR5 D97IOW . OMPIR L 3Ny 1,0
8 272N,
8.0 VOCABULARY11>"Ri7 720
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sNjq  Stream, canal 37 (f] dove
W (f) dry ground aite Hotter

7 (f) hand " Wine

Y He knew ol Ram, ram"s horn
s=y7 LORD (Adonay) sin Dgy

9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar
(Book I and

I1). Aba: Reinoma Services.

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker
Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand
Rapids: William

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\
www.Hebrew4Christians.com)

English to Hebrew Translation
(http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew).

51


http://www.hebrew4christians.com/

CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR
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Unit 8 The Definite Article

Unit 9 Prepositions And Vav Conjunction Unit 10 Nouns:
General Characteristics Unit 11 Adjective

Unit 12 The Pronoun

Unit 13 Verbs: General Characteristics

Unit 14 The Qal Perfect Inflection (Regular Verbs)

UNIT 8 THE DEFINITE ARTICLE
CONTENT
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Hebrew language has no indefinite article like ,,a“ or ,,an". The absence
of the definite article is used to determine when an indefinite article is
used. To make a Hebrew word (of either gender) definite, you add a

Hey (i7) before the noun. Sometimes the vowel under the Hey changes,
depending on whether the noun begins with a regular letter or a guttural

letter.

20 OBJECTIVE

At the end of this unit you will learn how to:
Prefix the definite article with guttural and non-guttural letters.
Determine the indefinite article in Hebrew grammar.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Before All Non-Gutturals

The usual form of the article in Hebrew before all non-gutturals is 1}

(hey (1) plus
patach (), plus dagesh forte () in the first consonant of the noun; as
in:
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the day/ today 1170 (hay-yom) = 11 + 210
the king ﬂ?ﬁb‘[ (ham-melekh) = 11 + 73’7'[

the somQ] (hab-ben) = 1 + 2]

3.2  Before Strong Gutturals
Before the strong or harsh gutturals ;1 and {7 which may be

doubled by implication, the form of the article is ;-f without a
dagesh forte in the following letter. As in:

27 (ha-holek) = 11277 +

the darkness (111 (ha-choshek) =1 + M’]
3.3  Before Weak Gutturals

Before the weak guttural Y N and before 7, which cannot be
doubled, the patach

under Hey (ﬂ) lengthens to a qametﬂ: ). As in:

the mangINX°W (ha-'ish) = 1 + XU

3.4  Before [lj¥the bird 1V17) (ha-0f) = 1, + Y17

APV (ha-ragie) = 7, + P°Y

Before [T and before an unaccentedV, ji, the patach under

Hey (;7) is deflected to a seg6l (;7) for the sake of dissimilarity.
Asin:

7?2 (he-chazaq) = a0 a1+ TP (he-harim) =
a0+
7Y1] (he-‘avon) = i) o+

3.5  Before anoun with initial ()
Before a noun whose initial consonant is yod, followed by a sheva

(°) and sometimes before a noun whose initial consonant is mem,

followed by a sheva (:73), the form of the article is ;-f without a
dagesh forte in the following letter. Asin:the children
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36  Other rules 1°?7°D (ha- yeladim) = 1.+ 27D
7M097 (ha-mesilld) = 07T +

A few nouns in their singular form undergo internal changes
when the definite article is prefixed to them. Common ones are the

XY Corere) S = TNV (havarets) the earth
717 (har) = 7777 (ha-har) the mountain
Y0 (‘am) = 11¥0 (ha-am) the people
A7 (gan) = 1137 (hag-gan) the garden
59 (par) = 7197 (hap-par) the bull

7 (chagls unit has shownit@elicferehtlsdestivfinite article in Hebrew. The
s Student should p [cular attention to guttural letters, which exhibits

RN (7p)of the ﬁaﬁﬁﬂa@é@ Wé\b&aﬁ{% regular prefix of hey plus

CONC@%@%W@W forte remains the regular form of Hebrew definite article.

UMMARY PAGE
The table below summarizes the study on definite articles:

‘S /N ‘Before ‘Hebrew ’Without ‘With
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Form Definite Definite
Article Article
putarals ey B Ay
. nwy v
N,V XOW ROW
.y Tn D
1) ira i By bk ke

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
. Prefix the definite article to the following words and
transliterate them.
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hirsy
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;. 0
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2 2D ¢ yol ¢ g
7. M 9 yo | g NI
10. X317 12 A0 44 INY
13. N70 g5 3% 14 AR
16. YT 18 a7 17 T

19. WRID 5 M3

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
Complete the writing of the definite article with the following
nouns:

L TN vy o, Ry
A I o s 70
o ORI g ONDTD g NN
. i o, matn o ORAY
3. VD e WM 4, YD
6. TIRY g a5 igh)
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19. W7 5p R
8.0 VOCABULARY

1. ?35'[ (melek) King 16.X70 (‘adam), Humankind,
2. X171 (%6r) Light 17.11W]] (choshek), Darkness
3. XY (‘erets) Earth 18. X777 (““damah), Ground
4. YD (‘afar), Dust 19.X917°0 (*I6him), God

5. 2’1 (bayit), House 20. IR (r’osh), Head
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6. Yo7 (ir), City 212950
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(lay¢lah), Night
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7. "0 (y6m), Day 22.712 (chag), Feast, festival
8. 7 (yad), Hand 23. 277 (bén)Between
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9. B (peri), Fruit 2472
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(erev) Evening
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10. 2?7 (boger), Morning  25.721Q (maqém) Place

9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar
(Book I and

I1). Aba: Reinoma Services.

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker
Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand
Rapids: William

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com)

English to Hebrew Translation
(http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew).
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

A preposition is a word or group of words (e.g. in, from, to, out of, on
behalf of, etc) often placed before a noun or pronoun to indicate place,
direction, source, method, etc. The vav is a conjunctive word
translated as ,,and” in English. The vav conjunction, inseparable
prepositions and min function as a prefix to Hebrew words just like the
definite article. Sometimes the vowel under them changes, depending on
the consonant that appears at the beginning of the word. The Vav
conjunction is pointed like the inseparable prepositions with few
exceptions.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

1. Understand the basic grammar of the preposition and Vav
conjunction in

Biblical Hebrew

2. Begin identifying various prepositional phrases and
constructions in the

Scriptures.

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 The Inseparable Prepositions

In Hebrew, few prepositions are inseparable and are prefixed to
nouns, like the definite article. Others are independent and function
more like English prepositions.

The inseparable prepositions in Hebrew are:
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- in, by, with (i.e. 2 plus a sheva X)
J:  as,like, accordingto (i.e. D plus a sheva X)

:7 to, for, at (i.e. Y, plus a sheva X)

Note:

i.  The usual pointing of the inseparable prepositions before
consonants that have full vowels is with a simple sheva. As in:
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D‘?'I +
n> o«

in a king 3?35:[ bemelekh
as a king 3735:-[ kemelekh
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to a king b?ﬂb'l lemelekh = ]7: + ?35'[
ii. Before consonants having a simple sheva, the inseparable
preposition is pointed with a chireg. As in:
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in a covenant 227N biv-rith

as a covenant D271 kiv-rith

27N
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to a covenant P27 liv-rith = 17: + 29N

iii. Before a consonantal yod with a simple sheva (:’), the
inseparable preposition is pointed with a chireq. Then the chireq
combines with the yod to form a chireq- yod. This causes the yod to
lose its consonantal value, and the sheva under it

drops out. As in:
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in Judah 2°737717 bihiidah
as Judah 2°711711 kihiidah

T+
T+
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to Judah
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PN lihadah = OTT 4
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iv. Before a guttural with a compound sheva (
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N, N), the inseparable
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preposition is pointed with the corresponding short vowel. As in:
inalion AN baari= K77+
asalion OV kaari= K77+
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toalion PN la’ri = ]7:+ Nk
v. Occasionally before an ’alef (X) that has a chatef-segol (:N),

the preposition receives a tsere, the chatef-segol drops, while the N
quiesces or becomes silent. As in:,
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Xon +
Noro +

in God 2N2:7°Q be'lohim
as God IN277°D ke'lohim
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3,
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toGod PR?IPD1eM6him = 2.+  N2m°D
vi. Before a definite article, the /1 of the article drops out, and

the preposition receives the vowel pointing under 1} As in:
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inthe man AN ba-ish = XY +
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as the man AR W ka-ish = 3,
to the man 2R la-ish = 5: + AN
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in the house 22°N bab-bayit
as the house 22’1 kab-bayit

a2°N +
a2’n +
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to the house 72N lab-bayit = b=+ 127N
vii. Sometimes immediately before the tone-syllable
(accented syllable) the

inseparable preposition assumes the vowel qamets?‘{: ). As in:
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in waters 20°Q bamayim= 1°0 +
as waters /2’0 kamayim= 1’0 +
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3,
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to waters 272°0 lamayim = b, + M0
3.2 The preposition 737 (min), from, out of

The preposition 73] (min) can perform a dual role, namely: (a) when

it is prefixed to a word that has not the definite article. It becomes
inseparable, but (b) it is somehow separable with a maqqef if it has
a definite article.

Note:

i. When the preposition ] is before ordinary letters (i.e.

excluding gutturals NiJ77Y and 7)) the vowelless 1 is assimilated

and the following letter is doubled by daghes forte as
compensation. As in:

from David D717 mid-david= 17 + 7
fromaday 00 miy-yom= M7 + thlal

96



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

from a king ?373]7'[ mim-melekh= 17 + 735-[

ii. Before gutturals or ), the preceding chireq under )
lengthens to tsere. As in:

from a human-kind ARTQ mé’adam = 727 + X70 from a
man ARW meish= N + XY from a mountain 73;7°)
méhar= 1] + a0

ii. Before a yod pointed with a simple sheva (?) the preposition

contracts to

2%, Asin:
from Judah 7°7171 mihidah = ST el
from Jerusalem N WD mirdshalayim=  >NW°D  + ]

iv. Before the definite article, the preposition may remain

separated by a

magqqef. As in:

from the king D]'ﬂ?ﬁh'[ min-ham-melekh = N7 + ﬂ?ﬁb'[

from the house 17712 min-hab-bayit = Ny + 12’0

Or the preposition becomes inseparable. As in:

77 before 17735'[ become?@ﬂ?ﬂb:[ , from the king
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1] before 112°11 become®12°1
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from the house
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3.3  Unattached or Independent Prepositions
Unattached or Independent prepositions more or less function
like the English prepositions. Some of them are:

1. Nb To, into, toward 2. 179]’
3. Y0 With 4. 39
5. 277 between 6. N7
7. U7 Until, unto 8. N7
9. NK‘? Beside, near

3

.4 The vav conjunction (1), and

100

before, in front of
upon, above, about
under, instead of

behind, after



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

The vav conjunction U), is translated ‘and’. It is pointed like the
inseparable

prepositions with few exceptions.

Note:

10:



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

i.  Ordinarily before a consonant with full vowel (except labials
pointed with a sheva ( ). As in:
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2,2,9) it is
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and a horse 1070 vesis = 010 +

and a human-kind W70 veadam, = K70 +

ii. Before a labial with a full vowel it takes the form 1 Asin:
and abetween 12°] dven, = 2’7 +

and a king ’IDb:I limelekh = ?35'[ +

and here 1917 df6h = 91 +
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iii. Before ,thel contracts with
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to form 17 ,Asin:
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and Judah 1’71777 vihddah, = 70 +

lettherebe 17717 vihi = 71 +
Iv. Before a compound sheva, it takes the corresponding short vowel.
As in:

and [ :J’ W vaeni = N1% +
and truth INAN veemet = NN +
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and sickness 7
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Vvocholi = T17° +
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v. Before the tone-syllable (or accented syllable), the vav
conjunction is often
,As in:

110



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

and a night
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Vi
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valayelah, =
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P90«
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40 CONCLUSION
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andevil 1 vara’ = Y +
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This unit discussed the dynamics of Hebrew prepositions and
conjunctions. The student is encouraged to practice and get acquainted
with the rules governing their usage in Hebrew Grammar.

50 SUMMARY

The tables below summarize our studies on prepositions and vav
conjunction.

(a) llustrative Table for Preposition 393‘?3
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S/N  |Before Hebrew Without With
Form Preposition ~ [Preposition
1 All non- gutturals with full vowels i) 317 73‘7-[ 37317.[
2 Consonants with simple sheva n) 3?? 29°N 999°N
3 yod with a simple sheva 25 99 ?7, th bl 957377
4 A guttural with a compound sheva 29 17 Nk nliak
5 An 'alef that has a chatef-segol - = oy -\ =
(sometimes) 2,32 Koo pXeTD
6 A definite article 3 3 b nx,w BN’W
7 The tone-syllable (Sometimes) 29 17 akla) olakia
(b)  Ilustrative Table for the preposition 72
S/N  Before Hebrew Without With
Form Preposition Preposition
1 All non- ’
gutturals with73 Db-[ 73735:[
full vowels
) Gutturals or Nafa ANTD
1
g pod - with T "7
simple sheva
4 Definite article ny- miokle N7~
Or Or
12°N
(c) IMlustrative Table for vav conjunction ()
S/N Before Hebrew Form Without With
R Preposition Preposition
1
1 _Alll consonants Nafa IR0
with full
vowels
2 Before labials . - Ny
with full 1 2 ] 12 ]
vowels
3 |yodwitha P ST PIIT
simple sheva
4 | Acompound 1M, N1 Ry
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5 A tone-syllable ’7,53 15’53

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
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. Prefix the preposition translate the same.
Example,
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2,9, to the following words, transliterate and
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?Db-[ - 3.?35:[ bemelekh,inakin oo
3?35:[ kemelekh, as a kin
]7735-[ lemelekh, to a king
1. 2°N 2. M 3. MW7 4 O
5.72°0 6. 0 7. X770 8. IRW
7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSINGMENTS
1) Translate the following words to Hebrew.
1. The man and a lion 2. Waters to waters
3. AhouseinJudah 4. Day and night
5. The man upon the horse 6. A covenant for the earth
7. The city and the light 8. From God and man
9. Inaday 10.In the day
11.From the day 12.From the king
13.To the city 14.God as a king
15.Between the son 16.Evil and darkness
17.From the house 18.From a day
19.From a king 20.From a city
2) Translate the following phrases
1. WYinARY . 2 RTDIND°D
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3. 2IDPon
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PR ki vl
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5. MR, 6 ViAW
7. IR, 8 naNw'No
o.  RXPTN. 10 RO

3) Prefix the preposition /7 to the following words.
1. Y. 3 920, 2 2°N
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4. TWT 5 7 LAl
7. XL s OV o XY

4) Put the vav conjunction to the following words, transliterate and
translate

1. 729 5 2729 3 2729
4. On 5. 0on 6. 2°N
7. 22N 8. 227°N 9, NN
10. 2T 11, NI 2. D
80 VOCABULARY
1. N ’ish, man 2. 3.75 ‘al, upon, above, about
3. 271N berith, covenaht 4. Y0 ‘im, with
5. 11701 Yehidah, Juddh 6. 27 bén, between
7. X7 “arf, lion 8. 2] bén, son
9. X971°D *l6him, God 10.37 ‘ad, until, unto
11.72°Q mayim, water 12.710 tachath, under, instead
of
13.030 Siis, horse 14.8777)° ’achari, behind, after
15.2°1 bayith, house 16.8%5 ‘étsel, beside, near
17. X2 “el, to, toward, ifito 18,95 0 Yertishalayim,
Jerusalem
19.977 Poh, here 20.991° Lifné, before, in front of,
21.1032 tov, good 22,0990 Shalém, peace
23.7117 yehi, let there be 24.9Y ra’, evil
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
A Hebrew noun is a name given to a person, place, or thing. This unit
will introduce you to the Hebrew noun: its morphology and basic usage.
2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
Know the general characteristics of Hebrew nouns.

Understand how Hebrew nouns are derived, which can
constitute a good aid in using Hebrew lexicon in learning common noun
forms found in the Hebrew Bible.

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 Noun Properties

Nouns have the following properties: gender, number, person, and case.
1. Gender

Hebrew respects two gender formations: Masculine and feminine (male and
female he created cf. Genesis 1:27). Unlike Greek, there is no
,heuter gender in Hebrew.

2. Number

There are three numbers in Hebrew: singular, dual and plural. For
plural nouns, there are regular plurals, irregular plurals, dual
plurals, and plurals functioning as singular nouns.
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3. Person

Hebrew nouns could be first person (referring to me), second person
(you), and third person (he; e.g. John came). Normally these distinctions
apply to the study of pronouns, but they are implicit in the grammar of
the noun as well.

4. Case

Case indicates the grammatical function of the noun in a sentence.
The noun can be a subject of a sentence, an object in a sentence, or in a
possessive relationship with an object (a “construct state”).

Examples:

Obi kicked the ball — (Obi is the subject, while the ball is the object) It
is Tolu*spball- (Tolu s ball or ball of Tolu is the construct state)

In general Hebrew uses endings to indicate these various properties of
nouns. By learning the root of the noun and its endings, you will begin
to understand the way nouns function in Hebrew sentences.

3.2 Derivation

The vast majority of Hebrew nouns are derived from verbs; a few
Hebrew nouns are derived from other nouns, while those for which
no known derivation exists are called primitive nouns.

1.1 Nounsderived from verbs include:

T2V word from T27 hespoke T Vseed from TV he sowed
?3]7'[ king from ?3‘7'[ he reignd Y27 servant from Y27 he

served
2.2 Nouns derived from other nouns include:

3.‘||77 a herdsman from 27 a herd 270 a vinedresser from
270 a vineyard NN Israelite from °NIIRY Israel

3.3 Primitive nouns include:
X2 Father X0 mother "‘ hand ‘
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2] son 10 day
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hirsy
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night
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3.3Gender

In Hebrew there are two genders: masculine and feminine. There
is no special termination for the masculine, but the feminine
singular noun is recognized by
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the accented ] terminatipn. Here are few examples of masculine
and feminine nouns:

Masculine Feminine 070 a horse 01011
amare X’ a man X[ /77 a woman

12X a prophet JRX7 a prophetess

Classes of feminine nouns
i.  Words ending in the 17 or N as in D017, mare; X711, sister;

2N, daughter.
ii. Words of any termination that are names of feminine

creatures, as ND, mother
iii. Names of cities, countries which may be considered mothers of

their inhabitants. As: Y1W"?°D, Jerusalem; 711711, Judah; NARY,

[srael; etc.
iv. Names of organs of the body of men or animals, especially

such organs as are double, as’7, hand; 735, foot; also of other

utensils or instruments used by man as: {1713, sword.
v. Names of things productive, the elements and unseen things

as: WNAW, sun;
19W, soul; X, fire; XY earth

In all these classes however, there are numerous exceptions;
and many words are of both genders, though in general where this
is the case one gender is largely predominant in usage over the
other.

vi. Feminine words usually assume the distinctive feminine
termination in the

plural. Many feminine nouns however have the masculine plural
ending; and on the contrary many masculine words have the
feminine termination in the plural, especially if they incline a
feminine sense as in iv) or v) above.

3.4 Number

There are three numbers in Hebrew: singular, dual and plural. The
dual is now very much in disuse, being employed mostly to
express things that occur naturally or by use in pairs, as hands,
feet, and shoes.

(i) The feminine singular is formed by adding ] to the
masculine. The plural

masculine is formed by adding ’Q to the singular; and the plural
134



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

feminine by changing i1 into 1), or by adding 1 to the singular
if it has no feminine termination.
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(i) The dual is formed by adding 0 to the masculine
singular for the masculine, and to the original feminine singular for
the feminine.

Example:
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Singular Masculine Y12 good D10 horse Plural
132°Q good
0100 horses,

Dual
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Feminine 01277 good D077 mare

Y320 good
DI0N mares
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030°0 pair of horses  0I0N10 pair pf mares

(iii) A few masculine nouns have plurals that end in "m, which
is the ending normally used for feminine plurals. Example:
Singular Plural

N2 father X2IN fathers
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W0 name AP0 place P17 voice
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W iNnames A2 Nplaces P‘lbﬁﬂvoices
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(iv) A few feminine nouns have plurals that end in ’0,
which is the ending normally used for the masculine plurals.
Example:

Singular Plural

X[ 177 woman 1’0 women
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V7 city
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Y Qcities
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(v) Nouns with both masculine and feminine plural endings include:

Singular Plural
717 generation 31'7’0 0 71113‘1 generations
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W17 year
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‘W]’Dor:WJ;lﬂ
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years
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4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit discussed Noun properties, namly: Gender, Number,
Person and Case;

including how Hebrew are derived, namely: Nouns derived from verbs,
Noun derived
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from other Nouns, and Primitive Nouns, which are Nouns that
have no known derivation.

5.0 SUMMARY

(a) General Properties of Noun include:

1. Gender (masculine or feminine)

2. Number (singular, plural or dual)

3. Person (first, second or third)

4. Case (subject, object or construct-possessive)

(b) Noun Pluralization Rules

Dual Plural Singular
da Ua) (none) Masculine
Ja) SN = XN Feminine
6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES
1) Provide the feminine equivalent of the following masculine
nouns
LRW 2 B9 3. D10
4. 1 5 1Y 6. NN
(2)  Add the plural endings to the following words and indicate the
gender of
each

1. N2 2. NI 3. AN

4 D0 5 0O 6. N7
7. D107 8 ¥ 0. NI
0.wa 117 12,7

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1) Add the plural or dual endings to the following words and
translate each plural or dual form:

1. DA .4 X7 .3 NQ .2 X0
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5 77 6. M0 7 219 8. VT
9. ¥ 10.¥°9

2) Translate the following

1, TwepaniTmn |p avinalen

3. ANTPDNIYOLD 1327°Nya=IRT
5. 21°0321N RXINANIIT

7.0 ¥DMITARTAN g 2DAYOR

o. AUMDINTY  |jo. mRYTDRTIEYD

o &

8.0 VOCABULARY

1. 7120 wise 2. 3717 great

3. 012 good 4. Pﬁ voice

5. VT strong 6. 11771 he was, became

7. PV small 8. 12 many, much, great

9. ijﬂ near 10. NWT Moses

11.727 bitter 12. 7D beautiful, handsome, fair
13.W717 field 14. XT77277 ground, earth

15.871° Lord 16. 71117 LORD (Pronounced Adonai)
17.2D7 flesh 18. YW straight, right

19.Y97 dust 20. 1O soul, living being
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

An adjective is a word that names a quality, or that defines or limits
a noun. The adjective follows the noun it qualifies and agrees with it
in number and gender. Hebrew adjectives function similarly to
English adjectives with some variations. In English, adjectives appear
before the noun they modify, but in Hebrew adjectives often

appear after the noun they modify.
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Example:

20 OBJECTIVE
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Translation Adjective  Noun
A good son 27 nia
A wise father N: nDD
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At the end of this unit you should be able to:
Identify adjectival phrases and contructions in biblical Hebrew.
Apply the different usages of Hebrew adjectives.

3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1  Adjective Properties

Like the nouns they modify, adjectives have the following properties:
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Gender
Hebrew adjectives have masculine and feminine gender, just like the
noun they modify. While masculine nouns go with masculine
adjectives, feminine nouns go with feminine adjectives.

Number
Hebrew adjectives agree with their noun numbers. Singular nouns
require singular adjectives; plural nouns require plural adjectives, and
dual nouns with dual adjectives.

Definiteness
Nouns can either be definite (either by taking the definite article or by
being a proper noun) or indefinite. Attributive adjectives must agree
with their nouns in definiteness, and therefore may appear with the
article.
3.2 Adjective Usage
There are four basic ways adjectives are used:

1) Attribute Usage
(a) Attributively, adjective follows the noun it qualifies and agrees with
it in number, gender and definiteness. Examples:

N’Wm’:l, a good man(expressed in Hebrew as ,,a man, a good one*)

NDﬂpilﬂ, a good woman (expressed in Hebrew as “a woman, a
good one™)

(b) When the noun is definite the adjective which qualifies it has the
article. Examples:

HN’WUU;D, the good man(expressed in Hebrew as ‘the man, the
good (one)’)

ﬂNDﬂﬂUilﬂ, the good woman(expressed in Hebrew as ‘the
woman, the good

(one)’)

(c) Agreement of noun and adjective must be carefully watched in
those cases where masculine nouns have feminine endings in the plural,
and feminine nouns have masculine endings in the plural. Example:

N2INPI2°0, good fathers;
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and not
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N2inviaNn
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1W°0371910N, great women;

15¢



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

and not
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h{i7glabS S ila
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2) Predicate Usage
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Predicatively, the adjective precedes the noun. In Hebrew, predicate
adjectives appear before the noun and agree in gender and number (but
not definiteness). Note that predicate adjectives never take the definite
article.Example:

m:px’w, the man is good (expressed in Hebrew as ,,good (is)
the man®)

Di]ﬂUNDﬂ, the woman is good (expressed in Hebrew as ,,good (is)
the woman)

3) Substantive Usage

An adjective can stand alone and function as a noun. When it does so, it
may function as the subject or object of a verb and it always appears
with the definite article.

When you encounter a definite adjective that does not seem to modify a
noun within a sentence, it may be a substantive adjective. Translate the
adjective with an implied “one” (for singular forms) or “ones” for plural
forms. Examples:

Feminine Masculine
The good (one) 10127 The good (one) 7013
Singular

riohmble rjehmilal

The good (ones)
Plural

4) Comparative/Superlative Usage

(a) In English, when we say, “The boys are stronger than the girls”, it is
a comparative statement because of the word “stronger”. To make a
comparative statements, Hebrew adjectives combines with the
preposition “from” (min) to complete the construction by adding it to the
word that acts as the object of the comparison. Examples:

T2 NIRRT
The house big from the tent
(meaning: The house is bigger than the tent)

The good (ones)

(b) When we say “Obi is the strongest boy in the class”, the word
“strongest” depicts a superlative understanding. The Superlative Usage
of the Adjective in Hebrew can be formed by placing the adverb meod
(“very”) after an adjective. Examples:

UIANNT Very good (or the best)

3.3  Patterns of Inflection of Adjectives
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(2) Adjectives must agree with the Noun they modify in gender and
number. So the inflections of adjectives follow basically with that of
Noun. That is, the endings of Adjectives (suffixes) are similar to that of
Noun.

Examples:

Feminine Masculire

Ni1 Singular
X0 Nin

Plural

Feminine Masculipe
D1: UW:H S|ngu|ar

(b) Adjectives must agree with the nouns they modify in gender and
number. For example, consider the following adjective phrases.
Examples:

A good daughter 27 :'DH good son 31‘913
Good daughters 27901335N Good sons phklaleaimkla

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit confirms that Hebrew adjectives function similarly to English
adjectives with some variations. Adjectival properties and usages and
patterns of inflection of adjectives were also studied.

50 SUMMARY

(a) General properties of adjectives include:

I.  Gender (masculine or feminine) ii. Number (singular, plural or
dual) iii.  Definiteness

(b) Adjectival usage include:
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I. Attributive usage. Adjectives that directly modify a
noun are called “attributive” because they attribute a certain
characteristic to a noun. Attributive adjectives have the following
properties:

@' They follow the noun they modify

e They agree with the noun they modify in:

1. Gender (masc / fem)

2. Number (sing / pl)

3. Definiteness (if the noun is definite, the adjective must be, too)

ii. Predicative usage. In Hebrew, predicate adjectives can
appear before or after the noun and agree in gender and number -- but
not definiteness. Predicate adjectives use the word “is” with the
adjective to form the predicate of a complete clause (subject+verb).
Predicate adjectives have the following properties:

W They appear before or after the noun they modify

Ve They agree with the noun they modify in:

1. Gender (masc / fem)

2. Number (sing / pl)

3. but not in definiteness

li.  Substantive usage. An adjective can stand alone and function as a
noun.

When it does so, it may function as the subject or object of a verb, and
it always appears with the definite article. When you encounter a
definite adjective that does not seem to modify a noun within a
sentence, it may be a substantive adjective. Translate the adjective with
an implied “one” (for singular forms) or “ones” for plural forms.

Iv. Comparative/superlative usage. Adjectives may be
used to make comparative statements. In Hebrew, comparisons are
formed by adding the preposition (min) to the word that functions as the
object of the comparison. Superlatives are formed by adding the adverb
(meod) to the adjective.
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(c) Pattern of Inflection. Since adjectives must agree with the noun they
modify in gender and number, every adjective can take four possible
forms: two for masculine nouns (singular and plural), and two for
feminine nouns (singular and plural). These forms are changed by
means of adding endings to the stem of the word, much in the same
manner as endings are attached to nouns.

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

From the vocabulary you already know, create simple adjective
phrases,
such as “a good woman,” “the good woman,” “good women,” and
“the good women.” Do this for the following nouns:

1. Woman 2. Man 3. City
4. Jesus 5. Moses 6. Land
7. People

Combine these nouns with the following adjectives: good, great, old,
new, perfect, holy.

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS

1. Each of the following entries contains an adjective. In the space
marked (a) indicate whether the adjective is used attributively (A)
or predicatively (P). in the space marked (b) give the gender of
the adjective, and in (c) give its number.

Example:

ARV AT from a distant land, (Josh. 9:6)
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(@) A
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(b)
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fem_(c)
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sing
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1. IVAAPLIT alittle maid
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() p—
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(b)
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()
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2. AT)WT by a straight way
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() —
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(b)
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()
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3. NJ]JTI‘?H a great stone
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() —
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(b)
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4. N[17Wa new house
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() —

184



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

(b)
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()
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5. }7"\%71']73a great city
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() —
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(b)
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()
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6. 211277 0the day is near
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() —
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(b)
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()
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7. DIAAANIYARTAN Tthe land was exceedingly good
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() —
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(b)

19



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

()
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8. ﬂ?jqujﬂﬂthe good way
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() —
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(b)
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2. From the vocabulary you already know, create 4 simple
comparative adjective constructions.

3. From the wvocabulary you already know, create 4 simple
predicative adjective

phrases, such as “a woman is good,” “the woman is good,” “the
man is wise,” “Moses is old,” and “the kings are evil.”

80 VOCABULARY

2719 Great, big V12 ood

27 oud 712 Mych, Many
7Y New R Fire

M7 Strong 77 Priest

120 wise O porse

D17 Beautiful X1 Light

PRT very (adverb) 27 Understanding
U7 ypright P21 PBlace, Abode
PTIY Holy P12 Voice

POV Sman

12X Prophet

W Evil, wicked X7P Righteous, Just

Iglaa Perfect, Complete I That
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UNIT 12 THE PRONOUN
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

A pronoun is a word that stands in place of (“pro”) a noun. The word
for which a pronoun stands (or refers back to) is called the antecedent
of the pronoun. This unit studies the properties and types of Hebrew
pronoun.

2.0 OBJECTIVE

This unit will equip the student to understand the different dynamics of
pronouns in biblical Hebrew, ranging from pronoun properties, types of
pronouns to pronominal endings.

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 Properties of Pronoun

Pronouns function more or less like Nouns. So they possess the same
properties, namely:

1. Gender

Gender refers to whether the pronoun is masculine or feminine. The
gender of

the pronoun is determined by the gender of the noun, which is its
antecedent.

2. Number

Singular or Plural pronouns agree with the singular or plural of the
antecedent nouns.

Examples:

Paul went to University where he got his first degree.

The soldiers fought gallantly, and they received the crown.

(“Paul” is the antecedent noun of the pronoun “he” — singular;
while the

pronoun “they” corresponds with the antecedent noun “soldiers” —
plural).
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3. Person

A pronoun can be in the first person (I, We), second person (you —
singular, you — plural), or third person (he/she/they).

4, Case

A pronoun can be a subject of a sentence (he is a king), an object in a
phrase or clause (John loves her), or in a possessive relationship with
an object (his Hebrew book).

3.2 Types of Pronouns

Types of Hebrew pronouns include: Personal pronouns,
Demonstrative  pronouns, Interrogative pronouns, and Relative
pronouns.

(a) Personal Pronouns

The following are the forms of the independent personal pronoun

1cs R17,R1D° I 1cp RIr119,3723, X1
We
2 ms NN You 2 mp heala
You
2 fs R vou 2fp RN7,RN7
You
3 ms MIN He/it 3 mp n0,080
They
3 fs TR Shesit 3 fp ,1130
They
Notes:

(i) The above forms of the personal pronouns are used only
to express the nominative or a subject: they must not be put as
oblique cases after a verb or preposition.

(i)  When not expressing the subject, the personal pronouns
become attracted in a fragmentary form to the end of other words.
The fragments are named pronominal suffixes (to be studied later)
(iii) Sentences that employ independent personal pronouns as
subjects will often

be verbless sentences (with the verb “to be” understood).

Examples:

NJ’?;TIH [ (am) the LORD Nn’_“jxjw You are the man 2 Y97

For you are dust

MTIRIR?TD The LORD, he is God

(b) Demonstrative Pronoun
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The forms of the demonstrative pronouns are as follows:

Singular Plural
Masc. T this Masc. N7 these
Fem. TRD this Fem. X277 these
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Note:
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Masc. IX  that Masc. Fem. X that Fem.
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el
YA
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those those
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(i) Like adjectives, demonstrative pronoun may be used
attributively. They agree in gender, number and article with the
nouns to which they refer.

Examples:

AMPI00TA This place AXIYTRN  This land 27107378 On
that day

212



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

AV PR PR RN
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In that city
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M727°07I897 These words
HSJ‘PDﬂan These cities
2°2°0777Q  In those days

(il)Demonstrative pronouns may also be predicatively. They agree
in gender, number with the nouns to which they are linked, but
they never take the article.

Examples:

TIIMD  This (is) the day TRDGRIW  This (is) the land
AIRTTIY That (is) the word

"“NUV’TWW That (is) the great city

Nbﬂﬂ?]ﬁ’ﬂ These (are) the words

(c) Interrogative Pronouns
The following are the Hebrew Interrogative pronouns:

2% Who? P What?
PTIY \why? BT why?
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AN When? N2 Where?

N’:L/?I’Dﬂ How? PART From Where?
N1/ ?'SJH Where? a” Interrogative particle
R \Where? R7T Where?

(c) Relative Pronouns

A relative pronoun (who, that, which) connects a modifying clause to an
antecedent. This clause is called a relative clause since it “relates” the
clause to the antecedent and modifies it adjectivally. For example:

40 CONCLUSION

This unit shows that Hebrew pronouns function more like Nouns, so
they possess same properties like gender, number, person and case. The
student should get aquainted with how they function for effective
learning of the grammar.

50 SUMMARY

1) General Properties of Pronouns include:

a) Gender: Gender is a property that indicates the sex of the
antecedent (masculine or feminine).

b) Number: Number is the property that indicates whether the
antecedent represents one (singular) or more than one (plural) object.

c) Person: Person refers to the relationship between the antecedent and
the speaker. A pronoun can be in the first person, second person, or
third person.

d) Case: Case indicates the grammatical function of the pronoun in a
sentence. A pronoun can be a subject of a sentence (He is a king), an
object in a phrase or clause (John loves her), or in a possessive
relationship with an object (his Hebrew book).

2) Types of Pronouns include: Personal, Demonstrative, Interrogative,
and

Relative pronouns.

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

(1) Translate the following into English:
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1) 1L1°0502an;R
2) XTPRAM

3) 2N TATIPRD

4) DYOMIIATIATIRD
5) MR TR

6) MON°ORINN

7) D MIRTIN

8) 2°17°010

9) IY ITRNPINT

10)  INXIDIWIPY
7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS

(1) Underscore the correct pronominal form in the following
entries

1) )2°PV)MIR/TR For he (is) small

2) )D’PWTDNTI:/NRH that you (are) stubborn

3) 3"’9;‘();‘“&/:;—“?{)@?{7 for she (was) very beautiful

4) )’Dﬂ)xﬂﬂ/ XA you (are) lovely

5) )ND’D)NHT‘! ?‘Sﬂ you (were) perfect (blameless)

(2) Practice reading the Hebrew aloud. Cover the English
translation and practice translating the Hebrew from sight

1. HN’WZJWH%715?3N7 The man Moses (was) very great
2. ﬂ?:ﬁzﬂlﬁb This great thing
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3. DRITIMIMINDT
PR Alp)iiplic v \wh tla
2PN For it (was) near
D°7272°0770  for they (were) near (neighbours)
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For the Lord (is) a great God, and a great king above all gods.
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8.0 VOCABULARY

. NX27 () Stone 10 W7 Moses
2 EAR Generation 11 12X prophet
3 whn M Jerusalem 1217 Lad, vouth
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4 oh Thus 13
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Ry
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Maiden, young woman
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5 an Bread 14 059 Book

6 737 Wilderness, desert 15 9.‘ Lest

7 D7 What? 16 M2 (oot

8 1> Who? 17 nwdy Judgment,
justice

9 WY oil, fat 18 AT (1) law,
Instruction
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UNIT 13 VERBS: GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
A verb is a word or phrase that indicates what somebody or
something does; what state somebody or something is in; what
is becoming of somebody or something. The action word in a
sentence is the verb.
The general characteristics of the Hebrew verb include: roots,
classes of verbs, tenses and verb stems.
20 OBJECTIVE
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

Have a complete overview of Hebrew verbal system before an
elaborate study is made on each of them.
3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 Roots
All words (verbs and nouns) are derived from the roots. While there
are a very few roots of four letters, most Hebrew roots consist of three
or two letters, called radicals.
Examples,

AN from 27N

: g A from 277
The root is generﬁm-ﬁy nounﬁ%qnw;ql‘p'qhe vowels of the third
person singular . ﬁe of the peﬁﬁct tense, this being the
simplest of all verbal forms. The root
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is not in itself a word; it exists solely in the mind of the linguists.

Example: 2N is a root, but the word is 27N - he created.

Many of the roots now appearing to triliteral, were once biliteral;
their triliteral forms are a later development. Biliteral roots of the
middle -vowel classes are commonly pronounced with the vowel of

the infinitive construct. Example: 11 to die, 721 he died, ¥°0 to
put.

For many words, the roots are difficult to locate.

3.2  Classes of verbs

(i) Triliteral. The Hebrew verb is normally triliteral (i.e. when
the root has three letters or consonants). This class is subdivided
into three classes:

a. Strong verbs (or regular verbs). These refer to those
containing a consonant which will in any way affect the vowels
usually employed in a given inflection. Example:
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wan
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73
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nWH
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b. Laryngeal (or guttural) verbs. These are the verbs whose
roots contain one or more gutturals, which involve certain
variations in vocalization from the strong verb. Example:

RlIR A y13a

c¢. Weak verbs. These refer to those containing one or more
consonants which may suffer assimilations (1), contraction and

elision (1 and ?), or quiescence (X). Such changes in the
consonants affect the vowels seriously. Example:

27K o' 3

1) Biliteral. This refers to verbs composed of two

consonants in their roots. It is subdivided into two classes: (a)
ayin-doubled verbs, and (b) middle-vowel verbs.

a. Ayin-doubled verbs (V"'Y). These are verbs in which the

second root consonant has been duplicated. They are also known
as ‘Geminate verbs’. Example:

737 ; no9; ojalul

b. The middle-vowel verbs. Here the vowel element is
emphasized.

Example:

N°0;70,;2%7; 290N

3.3 Tenses
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The Hebrew verbs have no tenses strictly speaking. It has two
forms, which express not time but action. The one expresses a
finished action, and is called PERFECT, the other an unfinished
action, and is called the IMPERFECT. We shall reflect these as we
progress in our study of Hebrew verbs.

3.4  Theverb stems

The verb stems are the major conjugation patterns of Hebrew verbs.
Hebrew uses mainly seven verb-stems, each representing a
different aspect or development of the primary meaning of the verb.
The simple verb-stem is generally identical with the root. The seven
verb-stems are: Qal, Nif'al, Pi‘el (or pdlel), Pu‘al, Hif'il, Hofal, and
Hithpa'el.

(i) Qal (Pb).lt presents the verb in its simplest form, not
encumbered with the

additions (affixes or prefixes) characteristics of the other stems.
Example: He killed.

(ii) Nifal (JDSJb). This is the passive of the Qal stem. In all stems
other than the
qal, the stem name is formed from the paradigm-verb used by the

Arabic and the Jewish grammarians, namely, 93]5 (pa‘al) - did,

performed. Thus the name of the stem is 393‘75. Example: He was
killed.

(iii) ~ Pi‘el (or Poélel) DY, The intensive active stem is called Pi ‘el.
The formal characteristic of this stem is the doubling or repetition

of the second radical of the root. Example: PUb (qit-tél). Example:
He desrtroyed.

(iv)  Pu‘al (93.75). The intensive passive stem is called

Pu ‘al. the formal
characteristic of this root is the doubling or repetition of the
second radical,

23:



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

with U or o under the first radical. Example:wa
destroyed.
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(qu t-tal). Example: He was
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(v) Hifil (ﬂDU’?). It is the causative stem of qal. The formal
characteristic of this stem is the prefix ﬂ which undergoes
modification in inflection. Example:

7107 (hig-til). Example: He caused death.

(vi)  Hofal (1793]5). The passive causative stem is called

Hof"al. the formal characteristic is the prefix ﬂ which undergoes
change in inflection. Example:
(ho g-tal). Example: He was caused to Kkill.

(vii) Hithpa‘al (meb). The intensive reflexive stem is
called hithpa ‘el.

The formal characteristic of this stem is the prefix :;_m Joined to the

pi ‘el stem. Example: He killed himself.
3.5 General view of the triliteral verb-stems

S/N Name Original |Form in theForce Characteristics
form perfect
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1 Qal PU’? PDb Simpl.e rootNone
meaning
2 NiFa  BPV? PUY Reflexive, [
reciprocal,
passive
. . Dagesh  forte in|
3 Pi ‘el wa Pmb [ntensive active second radical
4 Pual wa PDb Intensive passive|Qibbus ()
and Dagesh forte
5 Hif il ﬂpU’? HPU’b Causative active |
6 HO fal np'@‘? ,'{Pt)b Causative
passive
7 Hith- pa ‘el.'m PW 0 PUb Reﬂexive, 711 and dagesh
reciprocal forte
40 CONCLUSION

This unit studies the general characteristics of verbs in Hebrew, namely:
roots, classes of verbs, tenses, verb stems and inflection.

5.0

SUMMARY

The student is encouraged to memorize the general view of the trilateral
verb-stems in Hebrew listed in the table below as they would form the
basis for our study of Hebrew verbs:

S/N Name Original |Form in theForce Characteristics
form perfect

1 Qal wa P'Db Simple rootNone

meaning
2 NiFa  OPD? PUD Reflexive, |

reciprocal,

passive

. . Dagesh  forte in|
3 Pi ‘el PU% Pmb [ntensive active second radical
4 Py al PU’? PUB Intensive passiveQibbus ()
and Dagesh forte
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5 Hif il HPUL} ﬂPD’b Causative active |

P HO fral np'@b ﬂPD’? Causative
passive

7 Hith- paeNP0?  [INPL?  Reflexive 711 and dagesh
reciprocal forte

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES
Give at least two examples of each of the following:

1. Triliteral verbs

a. Strong verbs

b. Guttural verbs c.

2. Biliteral verbs

a Ayin-doubled b. Middle-vowel

Weak verbs

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS

1) Indicate beside each of the following verbs, the root consonants
Example: 2N2N) 2N(
1. )wnna)( .7 iplyial)
2. )2N2AN)( .8 wnI)
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3. )(PPnR
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9. )(PPL?
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4. )APY23)( 10 2K)
5. )X29PNT)( 11 PIR)
6. )Iwn)( .12 1937)

2) Indicate beside each of the following verbs whether it is weak or
strong.

. () 29N, he created 2 () NI, he ate

. () PY9, hekilled 4 () WM, he sent

. () ’7Y, he knew 6. 0) W'D, he ruled

. () YN, hedid 8 () W22, he lay down

N U1 W e

8.0 VOCABULARY
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L. bPﬁ he took 2 7317-[ he reigned

3. XN hefound 4 197 hefell

5. Y27  heserved 6. Y977 he wentup

7. PR he called 8 D27  he visited, appointed
9. WD helaydown |[10. WY he heard, obeyed
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Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar
(Book I and

I1). Aba: Reinoma Services.

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker
Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand
Rapids: William

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com)

English to Hebrew Translation
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UNIT 14
VERBS)
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9.0 References/Further Readings
1.0 INTRODUCTION
Inflection is a change in the form of a word (typically the ending) to
express a grammatical function or attribute such as tense, mood and
person. In Hebrew verbs, there are two main inflections: Perfect and
Imperfect. Perfect inflection is used to reflect a completed action, which
Is somehow similar to simple past tense in English grammar. While
imperfect inflection reflects an incomplete action, otherwise future or
continuing tense in English. This unit will focus on gal perfect inflection.
20 OBJECTIVE
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

Understand the basic grammar of the gal verbal stem in
expressing a simple past or completed action.
3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 The Qal Perfect Inflection (Regular verbs)

THE QAL PERFECT INFLECTION (REGULAR

Example 1
Singular Plural
Person |Hebrew English Person |Hebrew English
3ms [PN2 He wrote
3fs 9N She wrote 3cp PN They wrote
2m.s (D0 Youwrote Pmp [PNAND  [You wrote
2fs [2D0- Youwrote R2fp [PNAN]  [You wrote
lcs PPD2NY  [wrote lcp 2N} [We wrote
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Example 2
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Singular Plural
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Person |Hebrew English Person |Hebrew English
3ms |27 He kept
2m.s [WRAN- You kept 2mp [ZPOND  You kept
2 fs wnan- You kept 2fp WRN]  You kept
les PP [lkept lcp [wnny  [Wekept
Note:
i. _The suffixes for the Qal perfect are as follows:
m.s He
3fs 7 She '3CP They
2 m.s 2 m.p no You
1é&ds ]l égP 1py wieu

The abbreviations ‘c’ indicates a common gender, one that covers
both masculine and feminine subjects; ‘ms’ = masculine singular; ‘fs’
= feminine singular; ‘mp’ = masculine plural; ‘fp’ = feminine
singular. The number ‘3’, ‘2’, ‘1’ indicate whether it is third, second
or first persons.

ii. The standard table of Hebrew verbs usually begins with the

3ms (as 213,

W7A7), since this is the simplest form of the verb and conveniently
serves as

the basis for others.

iii. The persons of the perfect are formed by taking the stem of

the verb (3ms) 2N2, or )W ,2NA( WA, and appending the

suffixes to denote the person, gender and number.

iv. Note the changes of pointing as the inflection progresses from
3ms to other forms.

v. There is agreement in person, gender, and number between
Hebrew verbs and their subjects.

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit discussed the qal perfect inflection of the strong or
regular verbs. The suffixes for gal perfect represent the letters attached
at the end of verb-stems that expresses different grammatical function
in terms of gender and number. The student should study carefully the
suffixes, which maintains the same order in all regular verbs.
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(N

.0 SUMMARY

The table below reviews the full gal perfection of full verbs in Hebrew:
3m.s He

158s 7 Theye
2m.s 2 m.p You

12€s ok I 1z Weu
SN I YA i

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

Write the Qal Perfect Inflection of 22, he lay down; 735'[ he
reigned;

and 397, he fell.

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS

1. Translate the following words to Hebrew:

1. He created the man 2. You ate the fruit

3. Irevived the son 4. We will write the book
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5. She will remember the king and the horse.
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6. They knew the city and Judah
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7. They (m) will rule the earth 8. Yoy will rule in the earth

9. We ruled for Jerusalem 10.They (f) sent the son to the
house.
2. Give a rough translation of the following in English

ARRDORNT LN 0 (Gen.1:1)
NIRRT (Gen.1:5)
Nom°030%nn1™ "0 (Job 1:16)
WNRT2PNR?T°D (Ps.78:10)
AYONIINAT (Deut (27:15)

6. WINTD 7Y (Gen.4:1)

(*Note: Do the translation first before checking it out from the Bible
passage in the parenthesis)

M. & W N -
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8.0 VOCABULARY

1. MW heruled 6. 11’7 he, itwas

2. 11°7 he,itlived 7. X377 hecommanded

3. %7 he waited, hoped 8. 7 he revived, was
refreshed

4. WM hekept 9. 2N hewrote

5. XO? heate 10. N7 he said

9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar
(Book I and

I1). Aba: Reinoma Services.

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker
Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand
Rapids: William

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com)

English to Hebrew Translation
(http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew).
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MODULE 3

Unit 15 How to Use the Hebrew Lexicon

Unit 16 The Qal Imperfect Inflection (Regular Verbs) Unit 17
Perfect of the Remaining Verb Stems

Unit 18 Imperfect of the Remaining Verb Stems

Unit 19 Pronominal Suffixes

Unit 20 Imperatives

Unit 21 Vav Consecutive

UNIT 15 HOW TO USE THE HEBREW LEXICON
CONTENT

1.0 Introduction

2.0  Objectives

3.0 Main Content

3.1  The Use of the Lexicon in the Location and
Translation of Verbs

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 Self-Assessment Exercises

7.0  Tutor-Marked Assignments

8.0  Vocabulary

9.0 References/Further Readings
1.0 INTRODUCTION
The Hebrew lexicon is a type of dictionary containing a list of all
possible key words in the language; it includes a definition of each
word that can stand alone or be combined with other parts to produce
words.  Available Hebrew lexicons include: Brown-Driver-Briggs
Hebrew Lexicon (BDB); Strong“s Concordance; Cline*s Concise
Dictionary of Classical Hebrew; etc. The student should learn to make
an analysis of every Hebrew verb forms; in this way, the use of Hebrew
lexicon in translation will be fun. This unit will discuss tips on how to
use the Hebrew lexicon for translation purposes.
2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
. Learn how to isolate and identify all prefixes and suffixes in
Hebrew verbal forms

Reconstruct the root of a word.
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‘ Learn how to find the root form in a reliable lexicon in order
to determine its meaning.

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 The Use of the Lexicon in the Location and Translation of Verbs
The following guidelines will help in the use of Hebrew lexicons for
translation:

1) Identify and isolate all prefixes and suffixes (if any) on the verb
form under

consideration. For example, the word:
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WwnI
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(and she kept), has the prefix ] and the suffix 17
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If we remove the prefix and the suffix, we now have three consonants

W17 from which we can make a tentative reconstruction of the verb
root. Qal, Pi,,el and Pu,aldo not carry prefixes in the perfect. The
vav conjunction, though a prefix has no consequence on the verbal
form.

2) In the absence of a prefix on the perfect (excluding the vav
conjuction), the verbal form could likely be Qal, Pi,el, or Pu,,al. Once it
has been determined that the form is not prefixed, the verb is
considered a Qal if there is no dagesh forte in the middle consonant.
But if it does, the verb could either be

Pi,.el or Pu,,al. Example, the verb root:
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w9

Pu,,al;
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which has a dagesh forte in the middle letter is either a Pi,.el or

101



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

102



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

But the verb root{Z’727)
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which has no dagesh forte is a Qal.
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3) Pay close attention to the prefix of different verbal stems which
must be clearly isolated in determining the root of the perfect form,
namely:
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1. ]
2. 7N
3. 7]
4. 7]
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is the prefix for the Nif*al perfect

iIs the prefix for the Hitpa“el perfect is the prefix for the Hif“il perfect
is the prefix for the Hof*al perfect
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4) Having identified and isolated all prefixes and suffixes, you should
focus on the suffixes to determine the person, gender, and number of the
form. Recall the table of Qal suffixes here:

3m.s He

3fs 1 She 3cp 1 They

2 m.s g You ' You
| 2 m.p _na
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2fs ﬂ:' You 2fp m You

lcs n - I 1cp 2 — We
5) Then reconstruct the verb root from the remaining consonants.

In the example used in 1) above, the remaining consonants are: 77,

6) Finally, use the Hebrew lexicon (e.g. BDB) to locate the verb
root (e.g.

W7A7) to determine its meaning. It is advisable to use the verbal root in
the

3" person masculine singular Qal perfect form: A7,
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7) Translating the sentencef 72"
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127 will be as follows:
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We must note that the verb is the first word in the sentence. Isolating
the prefixed vav conjunction (J ), and the suffix (s7), we are left with
three consonants 737, Using the BDB to locate the

3" person masculine singular Qal perfect form, which is 27,

which means he kept; the suffix 17 is 3" person feminie singular,
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WhilgT72,
40 CONCLUSION
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is a conjunction. So the full meaning of the sentence
1WA1T is “and she kept the word”.
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The units discussed the importance of Hebrew lexicon in the work of
identifying, isolating and determining the meaning of a word in Hebrew.
A good understanding of the Hebrew verbal forms will facilitate an
effective usge of the lexicon in the work of translation of Hebrew texts.
50 SUMMARY
This unit has shown that the first step in translating a word using
Hebrew lexicon is to identify and isolate all prefixes and suffixes. The
remaining consonants, which is usually two or three in number is
regarded as the root word. It is this form that is looked up in the
lexicon, paying attention to the gender, number and person of the
suffixes.
6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the steps to the location and translation of verbs with the
Hebrew lexicon.
7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
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1) ldentify the three root consonants in the following perfercts:

1. RN 2 TR

3. PRWSNR .4 an

5. AR .6 P70

7. BRI .8 plgiiala

9. 1177.10 \rirlgiala

8.0 VOCABULARY

1777-[ He went, walked AV He (it) burned
TIW  He sought, inquired Jbb He mixed,
confounded
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AT He was strong, mighty, he
prevailed
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NDb He ate
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A2 He stole AN He chose

Bﬂ] He tested, tried, examined A0 He trusted

9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar
(Book I and
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Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker
Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
We have noted earlier that Perfect inflection is used to reflect a
completed action, which is somehow similar to simple past tense in
English grammar; while Imperfect inflection reflects an incomplete
action, otherwise future or continuing tense in English. This unit
will focus on Qal Imperfect inflection. One of the distinguishing marks
of the Imperfect Inflection is the use of prefixes, which is not common
with Perfects, which uses more of suffixes.
20 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
Identify and isolate prefixes and suffixes from Hebrew imperfect

verbs

Distinguish between perfect and imperfect verbs.

Understand the function of imperfect verb inflections in Hebrew.
3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 Qal Imperfect Inflection
Our basis for the formation of Qal Imperfect Inflection is the use
of Qal Perfect
inflection form in the third person singular masculine verbal form.

Example: N2
(He wrote). This implies that Qal imperfect will be formed using the

similar word in the perfect. 22
The table below shows the prefixes and suffixes in the Qal imperfect of
the regular or strong verb

Example 1: 212 (he wrote)

Singula r Plural

Person Hebrew  English Person  Hebrew English

3 ms ’2A3 He shall write She3 mp jlamy They shall writ:

3 fs noNa shall write You shall3 fp jolmYalmhiy! They (f) shall wr

2 ms write You (f) shall2 mp You shall write

pfs PN write bfp  NANMN (f) shall write

1cs nona | shall write 1cp folYamhby shall write
NXJn21 1on2
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Example 2: ?57'[
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(he reigned)
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Singular Plural
Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English
3 ms M7 He shall reign 3 mp ek They (m) shall

3 fs ﬂ?j’?'[ She shall reign relgn

2 ms N2 You (m) shall reign

3.2 Important features to note

1) The singular prefixes for Qal imperfect are yod, three tavs, and
,,alef

2)  The plural prefixes are yod, three tavs, and nun.

3) The vowel hireq appears in all the prefixes except in the ,,alef of

(1 cs), because ,.alef is a guttural that requires a s°gol rather than a hireq.
4) There is only one suffix in the singular, which is hireg-yod

(?) found in the second person feminine singular.
5)  The plural inflections have suffixes in the first four forms namely:

1,

171, 177, The first person common plural form (1 cp) has no suffix.

6) The forms for the third person feminine singular and
the second person masculine singular are identical. The same is true for
the third person feminine plural and the second person feminine plural.
The context will almost always determine how to distinguish
between these identical forms.

40 CONCLUSION

This unit has shown that Qal Imperfect inflection is mainly used to
express a simple future action or an action which has not been
completed or has been repeated. This early understanding of the Qal
imperfect is preparatory to understanding other meanings of the
imperfect verbs in Hebrew, which the student will be acquainted with in
due course.

50 SUMMARY

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Qal
Imperfect inflection of

Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below:
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3fp  PNAYOIT They (f) shall reign

2fs  PN?DY you(Hshallreign P AN?23 You (m) shall reign
tes  RM9T 1 shal reign 2fp  PR?DIT You (f) shall reign
lcp hfapl We shall reign
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Sinqular Plural
3ms ___’, 3 mp g___mg__
3 fs n 3fp A
2 ms - 2mp ‘——— f——
2 fs o ﬂ_ 2 fp
1cs n lcp

N,

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES
Without looking at the examples in the study manual,

write the full Qal Imperfect inflection of 212 (he wrote), and 73‘7'[
(he reigned), translating each of the forms.
7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS

Inflect and translate the following strong verbs to full Qal Imperfect
inflection:

1. 27 he remembered
2. W?Jb he kept
3. W50 he judged
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4. AN
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he rested
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5. W7 he ruled
8.0 VOCABULARY

AND  He redeemed

AIRY  Redeemer
with, repaid

227 He was high, proud
restrained, withdrew

bohi

AN

127
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P He dealt

AV He

He uncovered, revealed

generously
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227 He was strong, mighty, he prevailed
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A He drove out, cast out
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ATV He hewed down AV He rebuked
9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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UNIT 17 PERFECT OF THE REMAINING VERB STEMS
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
The different verbal stems in Hebrew represent the different tenses,
moods and expressions found in the language or the functions
performed by Hebrew verbs, which do not exactly follow the pattern of
English verbal inflections. Recall the study on the study of general
characteristics of Hebrew verbs. The verbal stems are Qal, Nif,al,
Pi,.el, Pu,,al, Hitpa,,el, Hif,,il, and Hof,al. Earlier, we studied the verb:
Qal, which forms the basis for the inflection of other verb stems. This
unit will study Nif,,al, Pi,,el, Pu,,al Hitpa,,el, Hif,il, and Hof,al verbs
stems. The key to mastering all other inflections of Hebrew verbs is
mastering the Qal perfect inflection of the strong verb.
20 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

Translate the perfect forms of Nif,,al, Pi,.el, and Pu,,al verbs.

Translate the perfect forms of Hitpa,,el, Hif,,il, and Hof,al verbs

stems.

Identify the functions of these verb stems

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1  Nif,,al Perfect Inflection

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Nif,al
perfect inflections of

Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below:
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Nif,,al Perfect Inflection 1Yo
Qal perfect form nw (he ruled)
Singular Plural
Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English
3 ms IV He was ruled 3cp W They were ruled
3fs MW She was ruled N
2 Y led
oms MW You were ruled P - OU WeTe THie
2 f Y I
2 fs :JDW}?' You were ruled P . ou were ruled
1 cs JDWBD’ | was ruled 1cp We were ruled
Note:

1) The Nif,al functions as the simple passive, in contrast to Qal,

which
functions as the simple active.

2) The Nif,al perfect third masculine singular form has the same

vowels as

found in the name of the stem (sz;b _19Yh ).

3) The prefix 1 combines with the first root consonant to form a

closed syllable (e.g. A7) and this continues unchanged throughout

the Nif,,al perfect inflection of nwo

4) In all respects Nif,,al forms are identical to Qal perfect forms.

3.2  Piy,el Perfect Inflection

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Pi,.el perfect

inflections of

Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below:

Pi,.el Perfect Inflection DYY
Qal perfect form nw (he ruled)
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Singular
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Plural
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Person _Hebrew English
English

3ms ]l 77 He ruled (with force)

ruled (with force)

3fs all ]7:—‘ She ruled (with force)

2 ms Ja) D.h * You ruled (with force)
ruled (with force)

2 fs 73 Dh - You ruled (with force)

ruled (with force)

136
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Person Hebrew

7 D ’71 They

A1%N0  vou

n%A7 vou
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1cs A D bﬂ’ ruled (with force) 1¢cp A D ‘73-1 We
ruled (with force)
Note:

1) Pi,elis an intensive active stem, which is causative in nature (e.g.
N[ 19 he ruled with force).

2) The middle consonant of the verb root is doubled as in 72 D‘?.

3) Shares the doubling of middle consonant in common with
Pu,,al and

Hitpa,,el.

4) Pi,el has no prefix in the perfect, just like Qal and Pu,,al.

3.3 Pu,alPerfect Inflection

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Pu,al
perfect inflection of

Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below:
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Pu,,alPerfect Inflection ]7

Qal perfect form nw (he ruled)
Singular
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Plural
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Person _Hebrew  English Person _Hebrew
English —_—
3 ms 8| D b He was ruled (with force) 3 cp N D ’71 They

were ruled (with force)
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3fs M 1977  She was ruled (with force)
2ms 73 Dh - You were ruled (with force)

2 fs 73 Dh - You were ruled (with force)
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2mp ]l bﬂD You were ruled (with force)
2 fp ]l bﬂ'[ You were ruled (with force)
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1cs N ®N 1 was ruled (with force) 1cp NI we
were ruled (with force)
Note:

1) Pu,al is the intensive passive of Pi,el.

2) It has no prefix in the perfect.

3) Qibbuts appears under the first root consonant in all forms of the
Pu,,al

perfect.

4) The middle root consonant is doubled as in 72 Db
5) Pu,,al perfect is patterned after the Qal perfect

3.4 Hitpa,elPerfectInflection
The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hitpa,,cl
perfect inflection of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below:
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Qal perfect form wo
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Hitpa,,elPerfect Inflection fali
(he ruled)
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Singular
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Plural
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Person _Hebrew English
English

3 ms =19 He ruled himself

They ruled themselves

3fs annl] bﬂ She ruled herself

148
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Person
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2ms
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ann L 12.1 You ruled yourself 2 mp =nA19N0  You ruled

yorself
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2 fs ﬂﬂ?ﬁ Db - You ruled yourself 2 fp
ruled yoursélf

1cs Dl 77}1’ ruled myself 1cp
ruled ourselves

Note:

HEBREW GRAMMAR

anal%nY vou

NIy we

1) Hitpa,el verb forms normally express a reflexive action, that is an

action
performed by the subject upon himself/herself

2) All Hitpa,el perfect froms are prefixed with ;111 which is a

closed syllable.

3) The patach under the first root consonant of the third masculine

singular

form is continued in all other forms of the Hitpa,.el.
4) The middle root consonant is doubled in all Hitpa,,el forms.

3.5  Hif,,ilPerfect Inflection

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hif,,il

perfect inflection of

Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below:

Hif, ilPerfect Inflection F19Y°?
Qal perfect form DWb (he ruled)

Sing ular Plu al
Person _Hebrew English Person _Hebrew English
3 ms .'f?JW"? He caused to rule She caused3 cp nmw"” They caused to rule
to rule You caused to rule
ng : l—‘Dty’b'-‘You caused to rule 2 mp You caused to rule You
) ;ns _‘ow | caused to rule > fp ﬂ?JW‘?ﬂD caused to rule We caused to
S ! rule
1cs “nuh 1cp ﬂ?DWbﬂ]
) f
- ial7rhY
|
Note:

1) Hif,,il verbs normally serve as the causative active of the Qal.
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2) The Hif,,il stem is prefixed with ﬂ throughout the perfect inflection.
3) Hif,.il perfects are patterned after Qal perfects

3.6 Hof,alPerfect Inflection

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hof,,al
perfect inflection of

Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below:
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Hof,,alPerfect Inflection
Qal perfect form nw (he ruled)

153



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

By

154



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

Sing ular Plu al
Person _Hebrew English Person _Hebrew English
3 ms ﬂ?:W’? He was caused to rule She3 Cp HDW771 They were caused to rule
was caused to rule You were
g fs : nmw‘?ncaused to rule You werep mp You were caused to rule
ms ’7 caused to rule b £ nDWbﬂD You were caused to rule
2 fs HDW | was caused to rule 1 P WDWb}T[ We were caused to rule
lcs nnwh L
. f
' Pafaliziht
A riiak '
Note:

1) Hof,,al is the passive of Hif,.il .

2) All Hof,,al perfects are prefixed witfi,
3) In all other respects, Hof,al perfects are patterned after Qal
perfects.

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit discussed other Hebrew perfect stems apart from Qal,
namely: Nif,,al, Pi,,el and Pu,al, Hitpa,el, Hif,,il and Hof,al. Whereas
Nif,,al functions as a simple passive, Pi,el and Pu,al function as
intensive active, and intensive passive respectively. Hitpa,.el
functions as a reflexive action, Hif,,il function as causative active,
while Hof,,al functions as causative passive. The basis for forming the
perfect inflection of the remaining verb stems is the Qal perfect third
person masculine singular.

50 SUMMARY

The tables below summarize our study of Nif,al, Pi,el, Pu,al,
Hitpa,,el, Hif,,il and

Hof,,al perfect verbs. Please note the prefixes and suffixes:
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Singular Plural
Person Hebrew Person _Hebrew
3 ms ] 3cp |
3 fs —_—— == 2 -
2ms n- 2 ]Enp n nn
I 2 : :
2fs m n 1Cp ___pa_ _
les i———"Tt———= P ] e
2) Pi,.el Perfect Inflection 2}y
Singular Plural
Person Hebrew Person _Hebrew
3 ms 3cp )
3 fs - _
2ms 2 mp
2 fs . 2 fp .n1___ ﬂD__
1cs —— 1 cp J~|
o
3) Pu,al Perfect Inflection Inflection 2y
Singular Plural
Person Hebrew Person _Hebrew
3 ms 3 cp )
3 fs - —— -
2ms 2 mp
2 fs . 2 fp m__ o
1cs —— 1 cp J~|
o
4) Hitpa,.el Perfect Inflection noYY
Singular Plural
Person Hebrew Person _Hebrew
3 ms .__nann S an, 3
3fs ———i—= _
2ms ) 2 ]Enp - nn
: o . .
2fS '—‘n___.n p .‘ f j_n__
Jh, D —— =
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1cs 1 nn n° cp 10
N
5) Hif,,il Perfect Inflection {3}kl
Singular Plural

Person Hebrew Person _Hebrew

3 ms 3 cp b

2 ms n- 2 ][“IO n nn

- ) :
2t __m__D o Mo M
] N [}
6) Hof,,al Perfect Inflection )i
Singular Plural

Person Hebrew Person _Hebrew

3 ms 3 cp p

3 fs - — —'-‘=— —_ 2 -

2 ms n- 2 ][np

- ) :
i(f; ___m__n 10?) ——-m__
a7

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

Write the full perfect inflection of the verb nwo, (he ruled), in
each of the
following stems, indicating the person, gender, and number of form,
without looking at the example in the manual.

(1) Nif,,al (2) Pi,el (3) Pu,,al (4) Hitpa,,el (5) Hif,,il  (6)
Hof,,al

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS

a) Indicate the stem to which each of the following perfect belongs.
Example: nw Qal
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1) PV
3) TWn°T
5) 2N
7) oPm
9) 727
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2) 7OWHND
4) 113N
6) 0D7AD
8) 10N
10)WAYN°
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b) Indicate the three root consonants in each of the following
perfects.
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Example: m - JDW‘??_
1) WnAynd

3) 109N

5) PnM-

7) PIwR?

9) TaM

161



CRS 313

2) PPN
4) 113N
6) 097ND
8) 10N
10)37977
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8.0 VOCABULARY
127 he praised

T ot P T () they
flow
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T This 10,7 They
™M 1,
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A He murmured, growled,
roared

164



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

N Olive-tree
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ﬂm] Sound, murmur, roar, 727 Male

29 He uncovered, revealed 73 (m and f) Bear

afon (F) exile, exiles 732 He cleaved, clung to,
kept close

22 A heap, wave, billow 77 Word

279 He rolled away 7AW Honey

312D gl T3 Fish
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UNIT 18 IMPERFECT OF THE REMAINING VERB
STEMS

CONTENT
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3.1 Nif,al Imperfect Inflection
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8.0  Vocabulary

9.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION
Whereas Perfect inflection is used to reflect a completed action,
Imperfect inflection reflects an incomplete action. An earlier unit
studied Qal Imperfect inflection. The Imperfects of the remaining verb
stems will be studied in this unit. The imperfect prefixes and suffixes
have the same consonants in all stems of the verb. The vowels of the
suffixes are the same for all stems. However, the vowels of the prefixes
differ from stem to stem.
2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
Identify and isolate prefixes and suffixes from Hebrew imperfect
verbs
Distinguish between perfect and imperfect verbs.
Understand the function of imperfect verb inflections in Nif,,al, Pi,,el
and Pu,,al.
Understand the function of imperfect verb inflections in Hitpa,,el,
Hif,,il and
Hof ,al.
3.0 MAINCONTENT

109



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

3.1  Nif,al Imperfect Inflection
The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Nif,.al
imperfect inflection of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below:

Nif,,al Imperfect Inflection 1YY
Qal perfect form nw (he ruled)

Singular Plural
Person Hebrew  English Person Hebrew English
3 ms WY He shall be ruled 3 mp MW They shall be rule

3 fs MAYY  she shall be ruled 3fp  PAWDYIT They shall be rule
2 ms }’173(275 You shall be ruled 2 mp WQW]T* You shall be rulec
2 fs ﬂme’ You shall be ruled 2 fp mQWbJﬂ You shall be ruled
1cs NDW? | shall be ruled 1cp 373Wb We shall be ruled

Note:

1) The Nif,,al imperfect functions as the simple passive action in the
future time.

2) The prefix vowel for the Nif,,al imperfect is hireq in all forms
except first

person common singular, where it is s°gol.

3) A dagesh forte is placed in the first consonant of the verb root in the

Nif,,al imperfect to compensate for the original J that dropped out. For
instance: Y17 has become "W

3.2  Pi,el Imperfect Inflection
The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Pi,el
imperfect inflection of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below:

Pi,.el Imperfect Inflection
Qal perfect form nwo (he ruled)

Singular Plural

Person Hebrew  English Person Hebrew English

3 ms MY He shall rule 3 mp Ralllbd They shall rule

(intensive) - 5 (intensive)
3fp  PAlLI2IA

3 fs ANRID  she shall rule They shall rule

(intensive) (intensive)
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2 ms nn Db You shall rule 2 mp nn Db? You shall rule
(intensive) (intensive)
2 fs ALY you shall rule 2 fp AR You shall rule
(intensive) (intensive)
1cs X1 | shall rule 1cp 0D We shall rule
(intensive) (intensive)
Note:
1) Pi,el imperfect may be translated as a simple intensive action in
the future
time.

2) The two distinguishing characteristics of the Pi,.el imperfect are
the sheva under the first prefixed consonant, and the doubling of the

middle consonant of the verb root.

3) The simple sheva in the first prefixed consonant changes to hatef-
patach in the first person common singular because of the guttural alef.

3.3
The

Pu,,allmperfect Inflection

prefixes (preformatives) and

suffixes

(afformatives) of

Pu,,alimperfect inflection of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table

below:
Pu,,allmperfect Inflection

Qal perfect form nwH (he ruled)

Singular
Person Hebrew  English
3 ms N[ 19  He shall be ruled
(intensive)
3 fs folalll ]7 She shall be ruled
(intensive)
2 ms ALY You shall be ruled
(intensive)
2 fs A9 You shall be ruled
(intensive)
1cs N1 DL) | shall be ruled
(intensive)

Note:

111

Plural

Person Hebrew English

3 mp N9 They shall be ruled
(intensive)

3 fp fola )l ]73:_‘ They shall be ruled
(intensive)

omp PRI You shall be ruled
(intensive)

2 fp fola )l ‘731_‘ You shall be ruled
(intensive)

1cp hja Db We shall be ruled
(intensive)
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1) The distinguishing characteristics of the Pu,alimperfect are the
sheva after the prefix consonant, the qibbuts after the first root
consonant, and the doubling of the middle root consonant.

2) The Pu,alimperfect is the passive of the Pi,el imperfect,
translated as the simple intensive in the future time.

3.4  Hitpa,ellmperfectlnflection

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of
Hitpa,,el imperfect inflection of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the
table below:

Hitpa,,elimperfect Inflection
Qal perfect form nwo (he ruled)

Singular Plural
Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English
3 ms NNLIY  He shall rule 3 mp N2 They shall rule
himself themselves
3fs  PNALY  she shall rule herself 3 fp ANNLIDIT They shal
2 ms ANMLY  vou shall rule themselves
yourself 2 mp nnn Db? You shall rule
2 fs AN you shall rutel®Urselves
yourself 2 fp AN You shall
1cs sealallily | shall rule myself yourselves
1 cp 19 we shal
ourselves

Note:

1) Hitpa,,el imperfect is normally reflexive in meaning, expressing a
simple action in the active voice.

2) Hitpa,.el imperfect verb has longer prefix (N, RN, AN.N), and
the doubling of the middle consonant of the verb root.

3.5  Hif,illmperfect Inflection

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hif,,il
imperfect inflection of Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below:

Hif, ilimperfect Inflection

Qal perfect form nw (he ruled)
Singular Plural
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Person

3 ms

3 fs
rule

2 ms
rule

2 fs
rule

1cs

Note:

Hebrew English

MY He shall cause to rule
ANWY  she shall cause to

fobali7kly/ You shall cause to
AR You shall cause to

N2 | shall cause to rule

HEBREW GRAMMAR

Person Hebrew English

3 mp
rule

MWD They shall cause to

3 fp PAWRIT They shall cause

to rule

2 mp
rule

2 fp
rule

1cp

ANYY You shall cause to

PPWDIT  You shall cause to

I We shall cause to rule

1) The Hif,,il imperfect is characterized by patach in the prefix
syllable and hireg-yod in the second syllable.
2) The Hif,,il imperfect normally serves as the causative of Qal

imperfect,

a simple action in the future time.

3.6 Hof,allmperfect Inflection
The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hof,,al
imperfect inflection of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below:

Hof,,alimperfect Inflection
Qal perfect form nwh (he ruled)

Singular
Person

3 ms

3 fs
rule

2 ms
to rule

2 fs
to rule

1cs
rule

Hebrew English

MWD He shall be

caused to rule

holalirdy She shall be caused to
nnYs You shall be caused
holalizivkl You shall be caused

RAWD | shall be caused to

to rule

1cp

113

rule

Plural

Person Hebrew English

3 mp palvivk They shall be

caused to rule

3 fp olali7iphty They shall be caused
to rule

2 mp AW You shall be caused
to rule

2 fp MW7 You shall be caused

hfaliriy) We shall be caused to
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Note:

1) The Hof,,al imperfect is the passive of the Hif,,il imperfect, that is

a causative passive in the future time.

2) The distinguishing characteristics of the Hof,al imperfect are
gamets-chatuf as the prefix vowel and patach as the vowel between the
second and third consonants of the verb root.

4,0 CONCLUSION

This unit discussed other Hebrew imperfect stems apart from Qal,
namely: Nif,al, Pi,el, Pu,al, Hitpa,el, Hif,il and Hof,,al. Whereas
Nif,,al functions as a simple passive in the future time, Pi,,el and Pu,,al
function as future intensive active, and future intensive passive
respectively. Hitpa,,el functions as a reflexive in the future time,
Hif,,il, as future causative active, and Hof,al function, as future
causative passive. The basis for forming the perfect inflection of the
remaining verb stems is the Qal perfect third person masculine singular.
50 SUMMARY

The tables below summarize our study of Nif,al, Pi,el, Pu,al,
Hitpa,,el, Hif,,il and

Hof,,al imperfect verbs. Please note the prefixes and suffixes:

1) Nif,,al Imperfect Inflection

Singular Plural
Person Hebrew Person _Hebrew
3 ms 9 3 mp
3 fs _——— 3fp _— n:__
oms D 2mp
2 fs n n 2 fp el
lecs ———i—— 1cp —_——— T
__ X
— — _J:
2) Pi,el Imperfect Inflection
Singular Plural
Person Hebrew Person _Hebrew
3 ms 9 3 mp
3 fs _— 3 fp o
__"N
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2ms
2 fs
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mp A, 3
fp n m
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1lcs

|2
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1cp
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3) Pu,allmperfect Inflection
Singular Plural
Person Hebrew Person _Hebrew
3 ms 9 3 mp
3 fs - 3 fp 7
ems D 2 mp
les @ ———i—— 1cp —-—— = = —
__X
— — —J:
4) Hitpa,,el Imperfect Inflection
Singular Plural
Person Hebrew Person _Hebrew
3 ms 9 3 mp 9 :
2ms DN mp . 10N
2 fs S AN 2fp an
1cs - == lcp :
AN olo I
___Xn ___4an
5) Hif, il Imperfect Inflection
Singular Plural
Person Hebrew Person _Hebrew
3 ms 9 3 mp
3 fs - 3 fp S S
ems D 2 mp
2 fs n n 2 fp n 0
les @ ———i—— 1cp ——— = ——
__X "
6) Hof,,al Imperfect Inflection
Singular Plural
Person Hebrew Person _Hebrew
3 ms 5 3 mp )
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3fs 3 I fp N =
2ms ___'2 nmp .E__ p
1cs 1 N cp

50 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

Without looking at the course manual, write the following
inflections, and translate them:

1) Nif,,al Imperfect of W' (e ruled)
2) Pi,el imperfect of nwo (he ruled)

3) Pu,alimperfect of nwo (he ruled)

4) Hitpa,.el Imperfect of nwH (he ruled)
5) Hif,.il imperfect of nwo (he ruled)

6) Hof,,al imperfect of nwo (he ruled)

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
Write the following inflections and translate them:

1. Nif,al imperfect of 227 (he buried)

2. Pi,el imperfect of 212 (he wrote)

3. Pu,alimperfect of ON7 (he hid)

4. Hitpa,,el imperfect of 735'[ (he reigned)
5. Hif,,il imperfect of 727 (he remembered)
6.
1.

Hof,,al imperfect of P T (he consecrated)
0 VOCABULARY

nab He dipped 22N 3237 Gjory

1Ay He sank down Lamb

VAN He slaughtered pmlizg He subdued

132 (adj) good phil Priest

VAN He was unclean 2102 Star

aray He hid, concealed 350 (f) cup

VYD He tasted, perceived 272 He lied, was a liar
gy Wolf o] (adj) old
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TRD  (f) this 79 A stranger, foreigner
T2 He sacrificed, slew 797 He scattered, fanned, winnowed
T2 Sacrifice T He arose, came forth,
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T7  (adj) insolent, presumptuous
7731 Insolence, presumptuousness
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Y He sowed
TV Seed, offspring
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UNIT 19 PRONOMINAL SUFFIXES

CONTENT
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Pronominal suffixes were originally independent personal pronouns
that became attached to the noun or preposition they followed. When
appearing on nouns, they are possessive; example: his book. When
appearing on prepositions or the definite direct object marker, they are
objective; example: to him. When attached to verbs, they normally
serve as direct objects of the verb; when attached to particles, they may
express a variety of relationships, depending on the function of the
particles. This unit studies the functions of the pronominal suffixes with
prepositions, and verbs.
20 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

Mark out the direct objects of verbs and prepositions.

Identify possessive nouns

Define other functions of pronominal suffixes.
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3.0 MAINCONTENT
1) Pronominal suffixes with Prepositions

The normal pronominal suffixes for the inseparable prepositionsl;

and follows (3 is irregular):
Singular Plural
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are as

127



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR
Person Hebrew Person Hebrew
3 ms 3 Him 3 mp od them
3 fs n_ Her 3 fp a1 them
2 ms . You 2 mp ma ) you
2 fs 1 You 2 fp )] you
1cs ) Me 1cp N us
Example: 2 (in, by, with)
Singular Plural
Person Hebrew Person Hebrew
3 ms 2] with him 3 mp 210 with them
3 fs 2 with her 3 fp 277 with them
2 ms 27 with you 2 mp 220 with you
2 fs 27 with you 2 fp 2] with you
1cs 2 with me 1cp AN with us
2) Pronominal suffixes with perfect verbs

Pronominal suffixes attached to the verb may expressed in two ways:

(1) it may be joined to NI, the sign of the direct object, and placed
either before or after the verb; (2) it may be joined directly to the end of

the verb to which it serves as object.

128

The pronominal suffixes for perfects that end in vowels are
the same for all stems of the verb; as in:

Singular Plural
Person Hebrew Person Hebrew
3 ms mﬂ_ Him 3 mp nD;Q_ them
3fs 41 Her 3 fp 1 them
2ms You 2 mp 20 you
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2 fs ,'I_ You 2 fp 31_ you
1cs I Me 1cp 1 us

Example: aliripX (they ruled)
Singular Plural
Person  Hebrew Person Hebrew
3ms WU they ruled him 3 mp AW  they ruled them
3 fs AT they ruled her 3 fp AW they ruled them
2 ms AT they ruled you 2 mp AW120  they ruled you
2 fs ?-Wbﬂ they ruled you 2 fp 73527:713] they ruled you
1cs ?-'047:7”3’ they ruled me 1cp 73527:7431 they ruled us

The pronominal suffixes for perfects that end in consonants are

also the same
for all stems of the verb; as in:

Singular

Person Hebrew

3 ms 7 Him
3 fs n_ Her
2 ms :I_ you
2 fs ,-l_ you
1cs 3’_ me

Plural

Person Hebrew

3 mp O them
3 fp T_ them
2 mp DD_ you
2 fp 3]_ you
1cp 37_ us
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Examplﬁ‘ib
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(he ruled)
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Singular Plural
Person Hebrew Person  Hebrew
3 ms W heruledhim  Bmp PWID e ruled them
3 fs W20 he ruled her 3 fp AT he ruled them
2 ms W27 heruledyou  2mp ALRO0 e ruled you
2 fs 2T he ruled you 2 fp AP he ruled you
1cs W23 he ruled me 1 cp W21 he ruled us

3) Pronominal suffixes with imperfect verbs
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The pronominal suffixes for imperfects that end in vowels
are the same as those of perfects ending in vowels for all stems of the

verb; as in:
Singular Plural
Person Hebrew Person Hebrew
3ms L1 Him 3 mp o them
3 fs _ Her 3 fp 1_  them
2 ms I You 2 mp oa you
2 fs ,-l_ You 2 fp 3'[_ you
1cs I’ Me 1¢p i us
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Example: w93
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(they will rule)
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Singular Plural
Person Hebrew Person Hebrew
3ms  CWINT theywillrulehim  Bmp  AYDID  they will rule the
3 fs ’mbm they will rule her 3 fp ’DW%] they will rule ther
2 ms MV theywillruleyou  2mp  ARIOD  they will rule you
2 fs ’73575'1'[ they will rule you 2 fp ’DW%D] they will rule you
1cs M they will rule me 1 cp ML) they will rule us
The pronominal suffixes for imperfects that end in
consonants are also the same for all stems of the verb; as in:
Singular Plural
Person Hebrew Person Hebrew
3 ms J1_ Him 3 mp O them
3 fs i, Her 3 fp 1 them
2 ms J_ You 2 mp Ja you
2 fs J_  You 2 fp = you
1cs I Me 1cp i us
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Example: b
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(he will rule)
Singular Plural
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Person Hebrew Person  Hebrew
3 ms M hewillrulehim Bmp  DAW?D  he will rule them
3 fs 9T hewillruleher 3 p MW?T  he will rule them
2 ms ’7]2777:[ hewillruleyou 2 mp ’DV??DD he will rule you
2 fs ’732}77 he will rule you 2 fp ’73(2}73'[ he will rule you
1cs ’7]2751’ he will rule me 1cp ’mz;’m he will rule us

40 CONCLUSION
This unit studied pronominal suffixes in relation to prepositions
and perfect and
imperfect verbs. Even though it did not cover all the aspects to include
nouns and particles, what is represented is able to prepare the student for
a remarkable progress in Hebrew Grammar. The student is encouraged
to seek for further studies in this subject.
50 SUMMARY
1) The pronominal suffixes for perfects that end in vowels are
the same for all stems of the verb.
2) The pronominal suffixes for perfects that end in consonants
are also the same for all stems of the verb.
3) The pronominal suffixes for imperfects that end in vowels
are the same as those of perfects ending in vowels for all stems of the
verb.
4) The pronominal suffixes for imperfects that end in
consonants are also the same for all stems of the verb.
6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

Without looking at the manual, provide a full prominal suffixes
and translation for the following prepositions:

(a.(in, by, with)
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(bY,
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(to, for)
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7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
Provide a full prominal suffixes and translation for the following verbs:
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1 T2 (to remember) 2.
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alziala

144



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

(to rule)
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3. ’ij (tO keep) 4, n:.ﬂ:ﬂ (towrite)

5. 1N] (to give) 6. 1723 (to reign)
8.0 VOCABULARY
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R Head WL WR? He asked
XN (f) beginning, chief Rod, staff, sceptre
12 (adj) many, much, great wan Sabbath
11 Multitude, abundance VIR Emptiness, vanity
% (f) Foot Wiy Judge
iR Seer, prophet W Dawn
NI (f) Spirit, wind & A song
iy Shepherd 7pala Peace
gl Breadth, width ikl He sent
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UNIT 20 IMPERATIVES
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The term “Imperative” as a grammatical construction is an act of giving

a command, advice, instruction or communicating a request. In Hebrew,

imperatives are used in the second person forms only whether masculine

or feminine, singular or plural. Hebrew Imperatives could be used in

Qal, Nifal, Piel, Hitpael and Hifil, but not in the Pual or Hofal stems,

since the later are always passive in meaning. This unit discusses

Hebrew Imperatives in the Qal, Nifal, Piel, Hitpael and Hifil verb stems.

20 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

Get acquainted with words of command or request in Hebrew.

Understand the different functions of Hebrew verb stems in

connection with imperatives.

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 QAL IMPERATIVE

The Qal Imperative is generally used to express a direct command,

and may be described as a shortened form of the Qal Imperfect

second person masculine or feminine (singular or plural).

Example: Qal Perfect 22 Qal Imperfect 71202
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Qal Imp erative Sing ular Qal Imp erative Plural

Person _Hebrew  English Person _Hebrew English

2 ms ﬂIJﬂJ You write 2 mp Dﬂ:l].';l];ﬂ You write
2 fs You write 2 fp You write

3.2 NIFAL IMPERATIVE
The Nifal Imperative follow the imperfect form of 2ms, 2fs, 2mp,
and 2fp. The

person, gender, number indicator (P) is replaced with (i7).

Example: Qal Perfect 2N2 Qal ImperfectN2N2

Nifal Imperative Singular Nifal Imperative Plural
Person _Hebrew English Person _Hebrew
English
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2ms
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n
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ooS

2 mp

You write
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N
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You write
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2 fs
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ok
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You write 21fp
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2117
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You write
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3.3 PIEL IMPERATIVE

HEBREW GRAMMAR

The Piel Imperative follow the imperfect form of 2ms, 2fs, 2mp, and

2fp. The person,

gender, number indicator (P) is dropped entirely.

Example: Qal Perfect 2N2

Qal ImperfectN2N2

Piel Imperative Singular Piel Imperative Plural
Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew
oms A You write 2 mp A

ofs SN2 You write 2 fp DAl

3.4 HITPAEL IMPERATIVE
The Hitpael Nifal Imperative follow the imperfect form of 2ms, 2fs,

2mp, and 2fp.

The person, gender, number indicator (1) is replaced with (s11).

Example: Qal Perfect 2N2

Qal ImperfectN2N2

Hitpael Imperative Singular

Person Hebrew En

Hitpael Imperative Plural

lish Person Hebrew

English
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2 ms
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m
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N
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You write 2mp

164



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

2
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m:
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You write
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2 fs
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na
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7N
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You write 21p
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2117
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m:
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You write
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3.5 HIFIL IMPERATIVE
The Hifil Imperative follow the Imperfect form of 2ms, 2fs, 2mp, and

2fp. The person, gender, number indicator (F) is replaced with (i7).

Example: Qal Perfect 2N2 Qal ImperfectN2N2

Hifil Imperative Singular Hifil Imperative Plural
Person _Hebrew English Person _Hebrew
English
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2ms
2 fs
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an3
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You write 2 mp
You write 2fp
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7 21T
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You write
You write
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3.6 IMPERATIVES: OTHER USES
1) Prohibitive
Negative or prohibitive commands are not expressed with imperative

verbs, rather, Hebrew language allows the use of other ways to
express a sense of immediate, specific commands by placing bN

before a verb in the Imperfect Tense, or X7 is used with the jussive.
Whereas 7N expresses an absolute and categorical prohibition (e.g.

Ten Commandments), N5 expresses a milder form of the prohibition,

more—on-theorder of anegative-wistror djssuasion.— T he particle s\’L'/ IS
sometimes used alongside the jussive to show greater emphasis.

—Examples:

1. ]7N2ﬂ332 ]7;{ You shall not steal
2. NP"ROANIIANY R Do not hide your face
from - me

3. Nb'JNﬁPBWJ’;DEW’D IN' Do not bury me in Egypt

2) Cohortative

Cohortative is used by a speaker to express his own will or
determination, intention or desire to do a certain action, reflectively, in
the first person, thus the Cohortative is conjugated for the first person
only, both singular and plural, both genders, using the same set of

affixes. The form of the cohortative is similar to the 1% person
Imperfect

181



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

forms, except that cohortatives have a final ,h* suffix (s7) what is called
a “cohortative h”.
Example:

WDW”JDW’ Oh guard my soul!

3) Jussive
In connection with the imperfect, the jussive is used to express the
speaker™s desire, wish, or command. It is frequently accompanied in

translation by the modal auxiliaries “may” and “let”. The particle 17 is
sometimes added after jussives and cohortatives,
perhaps to make them more emphatic, especially in imperative usages.
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Example:
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WHNITIND 19327720 Judge, | pray between me and
(between) 'my \}ineyérd!
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40 SUMMARY

This unit has shown that:

1. The stem of the imperative is the same in every case as that of the
imperfect.

2. The pure passives Pual and Hofal have no imperatives.

3. In the inflection of the imperatives, changes vowels undergo some
changes.

Students should identify these changes from the different tables above.

4. The stem of the imperative receives no preformatives, and its
afformatives are those of the Imperfect.

5.0 SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES/TUTOR-MARKED
ASSIGNMENT
1) Write the full imperative inflections for the following verbs

In the stems indicated:
Examples: Qal imperative of 2112
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2ms |
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You write 2 mp
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N
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You write
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2 fs
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na
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You write 2 fp Rl giaty You write
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Qal Imperative of Y (he ruled)

Nifal imperatives of bnT (he learned)
Piel imperative of 727 (he remembered)
Hitpael imperative of 722 (he cleaved)

Hifil imperative of 254 (he confounded)
2) Translate the following to English:

T291AYRIRY2P TN (Answer: Ps. 150:1)
: 1711271?511'127‘7?0337’1 (Answer: Jer. 29:7)
3. APWIBINPANT (Answer: Ps. 105:4)

o ~ w e
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4. TOADIRYTIPIOAN
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(Answer:Jude 16:28)
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5. PMTIT23IND0 (Answer: Jer. 9:19)

3) Translate the following to Hebrew:

1. Keep all the commandments of the LORD (Answer: 1 Chr
28:8)

2. And write upon it (Answer: Jere. 36:28)

3. Seek peace and pursue it (Answer: Ps. 34:15)

4. Walk through the land and write about it (Answer: Josh
é?ﬁ) Remember, O LORD, what has happened to us (Answer:
Lam 5:1)

6.0 VOCABULARY

9717 The LORD 2N Tocut

WD Peace M¥IN Commandment

=5% To praise 777 Towalk

APW To seek AN First, former

275 To pursue vo9 City
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7w Holy, Sanctuary
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531° Face
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wna Keep V7 To help
72 To strengthen 927 To become many
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The letter 1 (and) does not only play the role of conjunction as we had
studied earlier, but can perform other roles which grammarians refer to
as vav consecutive (formerly conversive). In this light, the vav
conversive or executive seems to convert the imperfect into the
meaning of the perfect, and the perfect to the meaning of imperfect.
This unit discusses the different reversing roles played by the letter vav
in a verbal construction of either perfect or imperfect.
20 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

Identify other roles of vav in transforming perfect to imperfect and
vice versa.

Differentiate between the vav conjunction and vav consecutive.

3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 VAV CONSECUTIVEWITH IMPERFECT VERBS

1) When the vav 1 is prefixed to the imperfect form of the verb, it is
pointed exactly like the definite article, which is - vav, plus patah,

plus dagesh forte in the following consonant (, ) Asin:
1°2N2 and he wrote
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N3, 2
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and | wrote

203



CRS 313 HEBREW GRAMMAR

Note: while ” received the dagesh forte (?) the N could not because it is
a guttural, rather the preceding vowel was lengthened in
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compensation, hence (
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2) The Qal imperfect 3" person masculine singular form of N7, “he
said”, without vav consecutive; is written X7 (he will say).

However, with vav consecutive, it is changed to RN translated,

“and (then) he said.” This form occurs so frequently in the Hebrew
Bible that it should be committed to memory.

3) The dagesh forte may be omitted from a consonant which has only a
sheva under it, as in:

P and it was

3.2 VAV CONSECUTIVEWITH PERFECT VERBS

1) Vav consecutive retains the pointing of vav conjunction when it is
joined to the perfect strong verb, (in fact, it shares its various

vocalization- 1,3 ,1,) asin:
DN3 he wrote

Consecutive form 12D and he will write
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Consecutive form O
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1202 and you will write
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2) It has, however, the effect, in certain verbal forms, of shifting the
tone from the
penult to last syllable, as in:

199R 1 went, Consecutive form 177290 and 1 will go

4.0 SUMMARY

In this unit we have seen that perfect and imperfect verbs can take a vav
consecutive which has two functions, namely: to convey the idea of
conjunction just as the simple vav conjunction does; and to invert the
meaning of the verbs tense. In this light, a perfect verb with a vav
consecutive has the meaning of an imperfect, and vice versa. To say it
in another way, vav consecutive changes the function of imperfect verb
from incomplete to complete, and that of perfect verb from complete to
incomplete tenses.

50 SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES/TUTOR-MARKED
ASSIGNMENT

1) Identify the verbs that have vav consecutive and translate them from
Genesis 1:1-5.
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27RWN, 2R, XNT9P03, RN
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1 In the beginning God created the heaven
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JIRTY

WINRTY, NANANAM, MW, Y9-8
nnin; 1MINRYIP D, RINenYY-e
afala

.1’&73'1;{57(’0, SR, PRI

PIIRRDTORN-IRTY, 2°-012; 11279
X270, 1IN

VPIRRDTOLRI D, 120w
2990, PI-YI21n-ap, aRnT
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and the earth.

2 Now the earth was unformed and void, and darkness was upon the face
of the deep; and the spirit of God hovered over the face of the waters.
3 And God said: 'Let there be light." And there was light.

4 And God saw the light that it was good; and God divided the light
from the darkness.

5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. And
there was evening and there was morning, one day.
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6.0 VOCABULARY

PN He called N2 He|said
277 He divided T It was, to be
M%7 Darkness RITT one
97 Night 2?7 Mbrning
N He saw N7 Ligh

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar
(Book I and

I1). Aba: Reinoma Services.

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker
Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand
Rapids: William

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com)

English to Hebrew Translation
(http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew)

215


http://www.hebrew4christians.com/



