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Introduction

CRS271: Christianity in Nigeria is a one semester and two units
undergraduate level course. Presently, it is a requirement for those who
wish to obtain degree in Christian theology. In this Course you will be
introduced to the History of Christianity in Nigeria. The Course is also
suitable for anybody who is interested in the History of Christianity in
Nigeria.

This course consists of three modules which include, the
Portuguese Missionaries in Nigeria, other Missionaries from Eur«
Countries; the Catholic Missions in Nigeria, the tcioution of the
British Parliament in the stopping of slave trade in Nigeria ;the arri
freed slaves to Nigeria around eighteenth century, the arrival
Methodist Missionaries to Nigeria around 1840, the arrival ¢
Baptist Mission tdNigeria, the planting of Christianity in Ibadan,
Anglican Mission in IkaréAkoko area, the problems encountere
Christians in spreading of Christianity in the Yoruba land, some pc
steps that were taken by Missionaries to minimize thellpros in th
Yoruba land, other people that helped in the spread of the Go
Yoruba land, the spread of Christianity in the Eastern parts of N

y the Holy Ghost Fathers in the nineteenth century, the prac
Christianity in Agouleri vilage, the problem of Christian ville
evangelism in Onitsha area, Lord Lugard the Governor of the
Area, the role of Lugard in the Northern Nigeria, the plantii
Christianity in Dekina, Egba, Delta, Brass, Akoko- Kukuruku, Ka a
and Yagba areathe burning of Dekina Mission station by the Musl
the activities of Christians in Egba land, Christianity in Niger Delta
Christianity in Brass area, the Presbyterian Missionaries im
Christianity on the Ibos around 1898, the Indigerohsstiar
Movements in Nigeria, these include; Christ Apostolic Chur
Nigeria, Cherubim and Seraphim Movements, Nigeria, Celestial C
of Christ, the impact of Christianity in Nigeria, Problems and Pros
of Christianity in Nigeria.

Course Aim

The aims of the course can be summarized as follow: to introdu
to the history, achievements, problems and prospects of Christie
Nigeria

Course Objective

To achieve the aims set above, there are set overall objecti

addition each mdule and unit also has specific objectives. The
objectives are included at the beginning of a unit. You should rear



before garting to read your work in each unit. You may want to rei
them during your study of the unit to check on your progress
should always look at the unit objectives after completing a unit. |
way you can be sure that you have done whatre@sred of you by tt
unit.

Stated below are the wider objectives of this course as a whc
meeting these objectives, you should have achieved the aims
course.

On successful completion of the course, you should be able to:

o Explain the period in which Christianity took root in Nigeria.

o Analyze the role of the freed slaves in the planting of Christi
in Nigeria.

. State the role of the early Missionaries in Nigeria in the grov
Christianity in Nigeria.

o State tfe roles of indigenous Christian Movements in the sj
of the Gospel in Nigeri

o Describe the problems and prospects of Christianity in Nigeria.

Working through this Course

To complete this Course, you are required to read the study
every module. Each unit contains selfsessment exercise, an
points during the course, you are required to submit assignme
assessment purposes. At the end of this course there is
examination. Below you will find listed all the componentshaf cours
and what you have to do.

Course Material
Major components of the course

Course Guide

Study Units

Textbooks
Assignments file
Presentation Schedule

agkrwpnpE

In addition, you must obtain the materials. You may contact yoorr ifut
you have problems in obtaining the text matel



Study Unit

There are seventeen study units in this colmsxken into thre
modules.

They are as follows:

Module 1 The Roman Catholic Mission

Unit 1 Portuguese and Catholic Missions in Nigeria

Unit 2 The Catholic

Unit 3 The Methodists

Unit 4 The Spread of Christianity in the Eastern Parts of Ni
y the Holy Ghost Fathers in the Nineteenth Century

Unit 5 Relations between the British Government, the Mis:

and the Emirs

Module Z The Protestant Mission

Unit 1 Sir Lord Lugard Promised to Emirs

Unit 2 The Activities of Christians in Egba Land

Unit 4 Christianity in Brass Area

Unit 5 Christianity Imposed on the Ibos

Unit 6 The Planting of Christianity in Akoko-Kukuruku Area
Unit 7 The Planting of Christianity in Kaba Area

Module 3 sIndependent Movement

Unit 1 Christ Apostolic Church of Nigeria

Unit 2 Cherubim and Seraphim Church, Nigeria

Unit 3 Celestial Church of Christ, Nigeria

Unit 4 The Impact of Christianity in Nigeria

Unit 5 Problems and Prospects of Christianity in Nigeria

Textbooks and Reference

Ade Ajayi J.F., (1977). Christian Missions in Nigeria 1841891 Th
Making of a New Elil, Lagos: Longman.

Ayandele E.A. (1966)The Missionary Impact on Modern Nige
1842-1914, A Political and Social Analysissndon: Longma
Group Ltd

Babalola E.O. (1976 hristianity in West Africalbadan: Schol:
Publications International (Nig.), Lt

Crampton E.P.T. (1975Christianity in Northern NigeriaSecon
Edition, Zaria: Gaskiya Corporation.



Geoffrey Parrinder, (1969) African Three Religiond.ondon: Sheldc
Press.

Kalu, O.U, (1980). The History of Christianity in West African Ess
Lecture, London and New Yd: Longman Group Lt

Ifemesia,(1980). The Civilising Mission of 1841; Aspects of an Ep
in Anglo-Nigeria Relations’ in The History of Christianity
West African Essays Lectures.

Jacob Awoju Owolabi, (2005). The Growth of the Anglican Chur

Akoko-Ka a District, 1920-1996.bhe Department of Religio
Studiesllorin: University of llorin, Nigeria, Ph.D. Thes
Unpublished.

Medaiyese, (1956).ltan Igbedide Joseph Ayo Babalola fun ise Ihinrere
Ibadan:, Temitope Press.

Micah K. Amihere, (2004). History of the Cathedral Church of 1
Holy Trinity, Lokoja Lagos: CSS Press, a division of the (
Bookshops Limited.

Lord D.O. Okunlola, (date of publication not indicatgdelestia
Church of Christ Last Vessel for Salvatidkrmgos: Bengo @mm
Printers

Moses Oludele Idowu, (2007African God’s General Series Jost
Ayo Babalola, the Mantle of an Apostle, a Study on Spi
Power, Ikeji, Lagos: Divine Artillery Publication

Olatunde Oyewole Ogunbiyi, (1996). ‘Religion and Cultudaintity,
The Experience of the Cherubim and Seraphim Church, Ni
in the Jars Journal of Arabic and Religious Studies
Department of Religions, University of llorin, Nigeria, vol.
Decembe|

Olu Famodimu, (1990). Moses Orimolade Tunel&sipreme Founc
Cherubim and Seraphim Worldwide, Kaduna, Abi Bcom. Nit
Ltd. Omotoye Rotimi Williams, ‘Religion and service
Humanity; A case study of the contribution of Bishop Ch.
Philips to Ondo 1875-1906, in the Religion and service to
Humanity,llorin. Chisty-David Printers

Taiwo C.O. (1980)The Nigerian Education System; Past, Presen
Future,Lagos: Thomas Nelson (Nig.).



Asignment File

The assignment file will be posted to you in due course. In this file
will find all the details of the work you must submit to your tuto
marking. The marks you obtain for these assignments will count to
the final mark you obtain for this course. Further informatic
assignment will be found in the assignment file, itself and later i
course guide in the section on assessment.

There are more than twenty assignments for this course. Each
one or two assignments, which are designed to cover every unit.

Further information on assignments will be found in the assignme
itself and later in this Course Guide in the section on assessment.

Presentation Schedule

The presentation Schedule inded in your course materials gives
the important dates for the completion of tutor marked assignmer
attending tutorials. Remember, you are required to submit al
assignments by the due date. You should guard against lagging
in your work.

Asesment

There are two aspects to the assessment of the course. First are
marked assignments; Second, there is a written examination. In te
the assignments, you are expected to apply information and kno
acquired during tis course. The assignments must be submitted tc
tutor for formal assessment in accordance with the deadlines si
the assignment file. The work you submit to your tutor for asses
will count for 30% of your total course mark. At the endhaf course
you will need to sit for a final thr-hour examination. This will al:
count for 70% of your total course mark.

Tutor- Marked Asignment

There are twelve tutor marked assignments in this course. You t
submit all the assignments. Thesbthree (i.e., the highest three of
fifteen marks) will be counted. The total marks for the best thri
assignments will be 30% of your total course n

Assignment questions for the units in this course are containec
assignment file. Yo should be able to complete your assignments
the information and materials contained in your set textbooks, re
and study units. However, you are advised to use other refere



roaden your viewpoint and provide a deeper understanding
subject

When you have completed each assignment, send it together wi
to your tutor. Make sure that each assignment reagher tutor on ¢

efore the deadline given. If, however, you cannot complete youl
on time, contact your tutor before the assignment is done to disc
possibility of an extensio

Final Examination and Grading

The examination will consist of questions which reflect the type of self-
testing, practice exercises and tutearked problems you have cc
across. All areas of the course will be assessed.

You are advised to revise the entire course after studying the I
efore you sit for thexamination. You will find it useful to review yc

tutor- marked assignments and the comments of your tutor or
efore the final examination.

Course Marking Scheme

This table shows how the actual course marking is broken down.

Asesment M ark

Assignment 1-4 Four assignments, best three marks of the
counts at 30% of course marks.

Final Examination | 70% of overall/ course marks
Total 100% of course marks

Course Overview

This table brings together the units, the number of weeks you ¢
take to complete them, and the assignments that follow

Unit | Title of Work Weekly | Asesment
Activity | (end of Unit)
Course Guide 1
Module 1 The Roman Catholic Mission
1 | Portuguese and Catholic Mission: 1 Assignment 1
Nigerie
2 | The Catholic 2 Assignment 2
3 | The Methodists 3 Assignment 3
4 | The Spread of Christianity in t 4 Assignment

Vi



Eastern Parts of Nigeria by the Hol
Ghost Fdters in the Nineteen

b

Century
5 | Relationsl etweenb btheb bBriti 5 Assignment 5
Government, the Missions and
Emirs
Module 2 The Protestant Misior
1 | SirLord Lugard Promised to Emirs 6 Assignment
2 | The Activities of Chistians in Egb 7 Assignment 7
Land
3 Christianity Imposed on the Ibos 8 Assignment 8
4 | Christianity in Niger Delta Area 9 Assignment g
5 | Christianity in Brass Area 10 Assignment 10
6 | The Planting of Christianity 11 Assignment 11
Akoko-Kukuruku Are:
7 | The Planting of Christianity 12 Assignment 12
Ka a Area
Module 3 Independent Movemen
1 | Christ Apostolic Church of Nigeria 13 Assignment 1
2 | Cherubim and Seraphim Chur 14 Assignment 1
Nigeric
3 | Celestial Church of Christ, Nigeria 15 Assignment 1
4 | The Impact of Christianity in Nigerif 16 | Assignment 1
5 | Problemsb bandb bProspectsb 17 Assignment 1
Christianity in Nigeria
Revision 18
Examination 19

Table 2: Course Overview

How to Get the Best from this Course

In distance learning the study units replace the University lecture

is one of the great advantages of distance learning; you can re

work through specially designed study materials at your own pac

at time and place that suit you beghink of it as reading the lectt
instead of listening to a lecturer. In the same way that a lecturer

set you some reading to do, the study units tell you when to rea

set books or other material. Just as a lecturer might give you éasin-c
exercise, your study units provide exercises for you to do at apprt

points

Each of the study units follows a common format. The first item
introduction to the subject matter of the unit and how a particular
integrated with th@ther units and the course as a whole. Next is a

Vil



learning objectives. These objectives enable you know what yaldsho
be able to do by the time you have completed the unit. You shot

these objectives to guide your study. When you have finished th

you must go back and check whether you have achieved the obj:

If you make a habit of doing this youllsignificantly improve you

chances of passing the course.

The main body of the unit guides you through the required readin
other sources. This will usually be either from your set books or f
reading section.

Remember that your tutor’s job to assist you. When you need h
don’t hesitate to call and ask your tutor to provide it.

1.bRead this Course Guide thoroughly.

2.bOrganize a study schedule. Refer to the ‘Course overview’ fol
details. Note the time you are expected to spenelach unit ar
how the assignments relate to the units. Whatever method you
to use, you should decide on it and write in your own dat
working on each unit.

3.bOnce you have created your own study schedule, do everythi
can to stick tat. The major reasons that students fail is that the
ehind in their course wol

4. Turn to Unit 1 and read the introduction and the objectives fi
unit. Assemble the study materials. Information about what yot
for a unit is given in th&verview’ at the beginning of each ui
You will almost always need both the study unit you are workit
and one of your set books on your desk at the same time.

5.bWork through the unit. The content of the unit itself has
arranged to provide sequence for you to follow. As you wt
through the unit you will be instructed to read sections from yo
ooks or other articles. Use the unit to guide your reading.

6.bReview the objectives for each study unit to confirm that you
achieved tem. If you feel unsure about any of the objectives, re
the study material or consult your tutor.

7.bWhen you are confident that you have achieved a unit’'s obje
you can then start on the next unit. Proceed unit by unit throu
course andry to pace your study so that you keep yourse
schedule.

viii



8.bWhen you have submitted an assignment to your tutor for me
do not wait for its return before starting on the next unit.
Keep to your schedule. When the assignment is returne
particular attention to your tutor's comments, both on the-
marked assignment form and also written on the assignment.
Consut your tutor as soon as possible if you have any que
or problem.

9 After completing the last unit, review the course and prepare yc
for the final examination. Check that you have achieved th
objectives (list at the beginning of eachtyand the cours
objectives (listed in this Course Guide).

Facilitators/Tutors and Tutorial

There are 8 hours of tutorials provided in support of this course
will be notified of the dates, times and location of these tutc
together with themame and phone number of your tutor, as soon &
are allocated a tutorial group.

Your tutor will mark and comment on your assignments, keep a
watch on your progress and on any difficulties you might encount
provide assistance to you dig the course. You must mail your tutor-
marked assignments to your tutor well before the due date (at lee
working days are required). They will be marked by your tuto
returned to you as soon as possible.

Do not hesitate to contact your tutor by telephormaad; or discussic
oard if you need help. The following might be circumstances in \
you would find help necessary. Contact your tutc

o you do not understand any part of the study units or the as
readings,

o you have difficulty with the se-tests or exercises,

o you have a question or problem with an assignment, witr
tutor's comments on an assignment or with the gradiray of
assignment.

You should try your best to attend the tutorials. This is the only ¢
to have face to face contact with your tutor and to ask questions
are answered instantly. You can raise any problem encountere
course of your study.o gain the maximum benefit from cou
tutorials, prepare a question list before attending them. You will ¢
lot from participating in discussions actively.



Summary

CRS271 Christianity in Nigeria; intends to introduce you to the history
of the planting, the growth, impact, problems and prospects of
Christianity in Nigeria. Upon completing this course, you will be able to
answer questions such as:

o Explain the period in which Christianity took root in Nigeria?
o State the role of the early Missionaries in Nigeria.
o Describe the problems and prospects of Christianity in Nigeria.
o State how many Mission stations were opened by Catholic
in Nigeria in the early period of the planting of Christiar
o Examine the role of the Nigerian freed slaves in the planti

Christianity in Nigeria.

Discuss the method used by the Methodist Missionaries to spree
faith in Nigeria.

Enumerate thproblems that the early Missionaries faced in the pla
of Christianity in the Yoruba land.

Explain some of the steps that were taken by the Missiona
minimize their problems in the Yoruba land during the early peri
the spreading the Goshin the are:

State the role of title holders in the spread of the Gospel in Ni
State the role of the Indigenous Christian Movements in the spr
the Gospel in Nigeria.

Discuss the impact of Christianity in Nigeria.

Of course, the questionsyaill be able to answer are not limited to
above list. Christianity in Nigeria offers you more. | am excited to
and guide you in this course. | hope you will enjoy the course.
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MODULE 1 THE CATHOLIC MISSION

Unit 1 Portuguese and Catholic Missions in Nigeria

Unit 2 The Catholic

Unit 3 The Methodists

Unit 4 The Spread of Christianity in the Eastern Partsigérie
y the Holy Ghost Fathers in the Nineteenth Cet

Unit 5 Relations between the British Government, the Mix

and the Emirs

UNIT 1 THE PORTUGUESE AND CATHOLI C
MISSIONS IN NIGERIA

CONTENTS

1.0bIntroduction
2.0bObjectives
3.0bMain Content
3.1b Portuguese and Catholic Missions in Na
3.2b The Contribution of the British Parliam in th
Stoppage of Slave Trade in Nigeria
3.3 The Arival of Freed Slaves of West Africa
Freetown Around 8b Centt
3.4 Freed Slaves from Sierra-Leone
4.0 Conclusion
5.0bSummary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignmel
7.0 References/Further Readings

1. INTRODUCTION

The first unit will introduce you to the Portuguese voyages Iud
15th Century that brought Christianity to Blig.

However, the planting of Christianity in Nigger soon terminate
because of their involvement in slave trade.

Many Nigerians weresold to them and were taken as slaves
exile, such as America. For this reasongeNans were n
converted to Christianity bythe PortugueseChristianity could nc
penetrate into Nigeria through the Portugueselaveiraders an
the religion soon fizzled out of Nigeria. Thignit will alsc
introduce youo the coming of the Roman Catholic Churgtio
Nigeria, but, the Denomination too soon shedgd in Nigeria il
the early 18b Ceury. However, inthis unit, you will alsoedrr



how the  Yoruba wars of the early 19b t0en paved way fo
the sale of manymen to various places in the world. But the €
of these slaves became blessings to Nigeriaaféer their freedom.
Many of these people who were sold into elgv by Nigerian:

got converted into Christianity at their new world in which ¥
found themselves.

In 1841, the British government embarked tre campaign fi
the abolition of slavery in Africa, many séswere set free

The freed slaves settled at Freeto®iejrateone. The freed slay
had accepted Christianity as their main religicstead of the Afric
Traditional Religion into which  they were borihese freed slav
were also said to have engaged in theitineate trade. Thé&eec
slaves introduced Christianity to their relativedNigeria. They als
invited missionaries to Nigeria to continydanting the Christic
religion which they had introduced in thewarious towns ar
villages in Nigeria In other words, this unit discusses the {nig
of Christianity in Nigeria through trade andhet freed Nigerie
slaves. Therefore, the specific objectives araltline below al
what you should expect to learn from thisit.u

2.C OBJECTIVES

. explain the period  which Christianity took rootNigeria

. analyse the roles of the freed slaves the planting c
Christianity in Nigeria

o state the roles of the early missionaries in Na

. describe the problems and prospects of Christianity Nigeria.

3.0 MAIN  CONTENT

3.1 The Portuguese and Catholic Mision in Nigeria

About 15b century A.D, Henry the Navigator ofortugal, desire

to sail further inthe Atlantic Ocean. He loved buying the gol
West Africa. Henry wanted to get the Wesfrican gold directly
without going the  Muslim Kingdoms in Nortlfrica and Arabi
in the middle East.(Ade Ajayi 1977). Henmsent out his shi
accompanied by some Roman Catholic Missiorsarie Nigeric
They visited Benin and Warri. Around the riveriaareas in Nigeri
slave trade was the business of the daystMof the kings tt
missionaries preached to were interested more in the uBads
guns than were in Christianity. For this regdbe planting «
Christianity by the Roman Catholic missiorarifailed in fifteent
and sixteenth centuries A..D. in Nigeria.



3.2 The Contribution of the Britih Parliament to the
Stopping of Slave-Trade in Nigeria

Andeyatso Addet d, (1985), in their work entitledhe Churc
Missionary Society and the Anglican Chu state that the Crov
passed the bill of the abolition of slave trade into law in 1807
Crown Government therefore assigned some British naval offic
patrol the sea and iest whoever they found involved in carrying sle
on boats from Africa to their own countri

The British navy would capture boats that were used by the Porti
carrying slaves, and would send them to Freetown slave court fc
At Freetownthe slaves who were in the captured boats were se
and the captured boats were seized and sold by the British Armed
to the rich freed slaves.

The arrival of freed slaves into Sietraene in 1841, made Christit
inthe Great Britain to change the policies of the government.
a result, many Britons saw the evils of slavery and took
to stop it. William Wilberforce encouraged the British govern
make slave trade illegal and to send Briasimed ships on the ocee

3.2 The Arrival of Freed Slaves of West African Ancestry i
Free Towr

At the close of the™8bcentury, freed slaves of West A
ancestry began to arrive and settle in Freetown. Re
Mulvilles an Anglican priest came to Sierra/Leone to serve as Ch
to the European traders. He preached the gospel to the freed
and cared for them at Free town.

He laterreturned to Britain and he became one of the
advisers of the Church.

3.4 The Arrival of Freed Slaves in Nigeria
Some of the freed slaves in Sietreene were engaged in trad

They travelled from Sierraeone to Lagos and Badagry. The Yo
freed slaves were organized. They engaged in buyiogptured boa
condemned by free town slave courts.  One of the boats  bot
them was named Wilberforce. Some of the freed slaves se
Abeokuta, the capital of Ogun State, Nigeria. Many of them
educated by the Church Missionarycity. Their association with t
British  government helped them to purchase fire ¢



Abeokuta served asa home placea those freed slaves t
settled there.

While in Abeokuta, they practiced their Christian faith. They
preached the religion to others who were not Christians. They cor
many to Christianity

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Account for thestoppage of Christianity in Nigeria around fiftee
century.

4.C CONCLUSION

In thisunit, you have learnt about the Portuguese voyages
fifteenth century that brought Christianity to Nigeria.

You have also learnt whaled to the stoppage of Christianity
Nigeria at the period in question. For example, the involveme
the Portuguese Christians in slave /trade led to the stoppag
spread of Christianity in Nigeria. The Yoruba svaf the earl
nineteenth century caused many Yoruba people to be sold into <

They were taken away by their buyers into various parts ¢
world. However, some of them had close contact with
masters who them andtioduced Christianity to them. When ¢
slaves were set free, they returned to Nigeria and intrc
Christianity which they had come across to their relations.

5.0 SUMMARY
The following is a summary of the major points in the unit:

The involvement of the Portuguese Christians in slave
discouraged many Nigerians to accept Christianity. The can
against slavery by the British government led to the eradica
slave/trade in Nigeria in 1841. Asa result of this, many Nigel
who were sold into slavery regained their freedom and re
to their home towns to introduce Christianity which they
accepted in foreign lands.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
The campaign against slavery by the British government ¢

1841 was a blessing to many Nigerians who were in slave
exile. Discuss.
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UNIT 2 THE CATHOLIC  MISSIONS
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Conten
3.1 The Formation of the Society of the African Miss
(S.M.A)
3.2 The Spread of the Roman Cathélaith to Lokoje
Onitsha and Asaba
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summarn
6.0 TutorMarked Assignmel
7.0 References/Further Readil

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the first unit you read about the Portuguesaders who came
Nigeria to trade as wells to spread Christianity which howe
was  short lived due to their involvememt slave /trade.

this unit, you will study about the formatioof the Society of tl
African Mission by the Catholic missionariga order to plar
Christianity in  West Africa, especially, Nigg

2.C OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able

. identify the contribution of the Catholic Missio to the
growth of the Christian Church in Nigeria
. state how many mission stations were opetgd Catholi

priests in Nigeria in the early period of Chanity.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Formation of the Society of the African Misionfor
Spreading of the Roman Catholic Faitl

The formation of the Society of the AfmcaMission for th
spreading of the Roman Catholic faith bkdlpin the plantig of
Christianity in Nigeria. The Society attemptdd plant Christiani
in SierraLeone around 1860, but, it failed. Howevetr, movec
from Sierrakeone to Dahomey to plantthe Roman Cathdhaith
The planting of theCatholic Faith at Dahomey, now the Republ
Benin, began with Father Borghero who was ists$ by two othe



Missionaries. In 1860, the Italian Roman Catholic F:
Borghero who was stationed at Whydah in Dahomey, paid

to Abeokuta and Lagos. In 1862, hevigited Lagos. However,
reaching Lagos, he met some of Nigeriarf@zatholic freed slav
from Brazil who had settled there. In addition to this, F
Borghero was also surprised at meetisgme Brazilians who h
aptized in the Roman Catholic Church, but, wereliving in L
Father Borghero was encouraged when he saw some of his
and Nigerians who were adherents of the Roman Catholic fe
Lagos. He established a Mission station at Lagos. But, it
permanent Priest. He made Lagos onthe outstations of Ouidah
Dahomey. By 1862, Father Borghero sent a  Catechist
Padre Antonio who was a freed slave from Sao Tome Isla
the Lagos Missiol

While Catechist Padre was stationed in Lagos, tdneght Nigeriar
and other nationals who Ilived in Lagos the Roman Catholic
He baptized Children, prayed with the dying and buried the dead.

In 1868, Father Pierre Bouche was sent to Lagos by the C
Mission to resumduty as the residential Priest in Nigeria.
Roman Catholic Mission built a Chapel in Lagos in 1869 foi
adherents of the Catholic Faith. The Church also establist
Primary School in Lagos the same year. From Lath@esRoma

Catholic Faith spread across Nigeria. The faith spread to C

through  another Father named Lutz who worked around C
town. This marked the growth and expansion of the R
Catholic faith towards the Niger [@eel area. The Catholic adhere
further sent Fathers Chauses and Holley from Onitsha, towards

and Ondo.

In 1885, the Catholic Mission sent two Irish Priests who
members of the Society of the African Mission to Lagodhey
were Fathers Healey who stationed at Abeokuta and
Connaughton who was made the Lagos schools Mana
Nigeria. In 1886, Father Chauses opened a Mission Station i

In 1891, he was collated Bishop of  Nigeria.

He died around 1894. Father Chauseswas succeeded by
Paul Pellet who opened a Mission  Station at Ibadan in
Around the period, Father John. M. Coquard established the
Heart Hospital at Ibade



3.2 The Spread of the Roman Catholic Faith to Lokoj:
Onitsha and Asaba

In 1884, the Roman Catholic Mission opened asiblis statio
at Lokoja in Kogi State, Nigeria. Three Fathers were sent b
Catholic Mission to Lokoja to continue spreading the Ca
Faith in the area.

However, one of the fathers died at Lokoja in 1885. Father Ai
Dornan was sent to replace the deceased Father. After some y«
Roman Catholic Mission Headquarters was removed from Loko

it was located to Asaba by Father Carlo Zappa who was
to head the Lokoja Mission area.Father Bishop Shanahan  bu
Mission house at Onitsha. He spread the Catholic Faith to (
where he built a Primary School, conducted baptism classe
learnt Ibo language. His speaking the language made mal
people to be converted into the Catholic faith. Bishop She
founded the congregation of the sisters of ourlLady of the
Rosary in lIreland in 1920. The sisters were trained to
service to the Catholic MBions of the Holy Ghost Fathers
the Eastern parts of Nigeria.

In addition to these, Father Shanahan also converted mar
Nigerians  into the Catholic Faith in Iboland. By 1924,
Catholic Church in Nigria was staffed by natives of Ibo \
were priests. In 1933, Father Shanahan consecrated th
Cathedral that was built by the Church in Nig

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Assess the roles of the Society of the African Mission in Nigeria.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The formation of the African Mission for the spread of
Catholic faith helped in the expansion of the faith in Nig
The Roman Catholic Mission began in Lagos around 1860 with |
Borgheo. The Church spread from Lagos to Onitsha, llorin, (
Oyo, Lokoja, Oghuli and other parts of Ibo land in Nic
The mission had established Schools in all its mission static
the country where children  weer educated and converted into
Catholic faith.



5.0 SUMMARY

Father Borghero and the freed slaves of Nigeria qiampioned tr
planting of Catholic faith in  Nigeria. Bish&hanahan founded
Roman Catholic Mission station at Onitsha in 8.8 He evangelize
Oghuli. He built a mission house and  SchooléheMany Nigeriar
received Bible instructions in the Bible Classes at the iows
Catholic Mission stations in Nigeria. In diloh to these, mal
Nigerians benefited from the Catholic Missidhrough th
receiving of Western education from them. Tagholc missior
spread from Lagos to other parts of  Nige

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Examine the roles of the Nigerian freedavek in the planting
Roman Catholic Faith in Nigeria.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
This is the third unit of module one of youndy.

So far,we have been able toace the period of the coming
the missionaries who first planted Christianityhe Yoruba land.

The roles ofthe freed slaves who  were Nigerians in thlanting
of Christianity in Nigeria were also ndten the previous studit

In this unit, you will learn about the MethodMission’s quests i

theplanting of Christianity in Badag

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be abt

. identify the roles of  the Methodist Mission in Nigeria

. discuss the methods used by the MethodisMissionarie
to spread their faith in Nigeria

. list the mission stations that were openeg the Methodis

Mission in Nigeria.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1  The Arrival of the Methodist Misionaries in  Nigeria
around 1840

The Yoruba settlersin Freetown, Sierra /Leone had appeale
the Queen of England to permit them established a Colo
Badagry. They also demanded that soldiers, trader:
missionaries se sent to them at Badagry to help theragev we
against slavery, especially the Ado people ,and to preac
Gospel of Christ. In 1841, these people wrote letter
missionaries who were stationed in Sidremne to come and pre:
the gospel of ChristniBadagry. When their letters were reac
the Christians in Sierra /Leone, some people liked the ide
appealed to missionaries to assist the Christians in Be

On 24 September, 1842, the Reverend Thomas Biaeman ar
William de Graft arrived at Badagry. Reverend Freeman pre
the gospel to the people who lived in Badagry. He made
converts in the town. Theélergy builta mission house at Badagry.
organized prayer-meetis for the Christians. Freeman paid a vit
Abeokuta to open a mission station in Egbaland. When he g
Abeokuta, he met Henry Townsend an Anglican  Catechis
two Egba freed slaves from Sierra-Leone spreadirey gbspe
there. When he had returned from Abeokuta to Badagry, F
for his home country. Freeman left De Graft behind at Be
to care for the adherents of the Methodist faith both in Be
and Abeokuta resptely. However, he used to pay visits to
Graftonce in a blue moon. The Methodist mission
transferred De Graft and posted Samuel Annear to replac
at Badagry. The mission station at Abeokuta wast stown du
to the Dahome wars for a period by the Methodist Mi
However, when the war ended, a teacher was sent there to
the Mission Station at Abeokuta. The Methodist outreaches
from Badagry to Lagos.In addition to the above named means

to spread Christianity in the Yoruba land, mention could be
of the freed slaves who wentfrom Sietepne to settle
Abeokuta after gaining their freedom from the Dahomeamies
In 1846, the Methodist and Anglican Missions were establish
Lagos and Abeokuta. Besides, as soon asthe Lagos slave
was shut down, the Methodist and Anglican Missionaries e
there and they estableth Mission Stations and Schoolsin |
towns. African ministers  were stationed in the two townsto s
Christianity [Geoffrey Parrinder, 1969]. In the Schools that
established by the Missionaries in Lagos and Abeokotens
instructions were largely oral since books were scarce. F
and Biblical texts werelearnt through oral recita
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Christianity could not  penetrate into the  Nerh parts of Nigeria
the early period, because the then Gove@wreral of Nigeri
SirLord Luggard ruled that Christianityoutd only be allowe
to ener the Hausa land through the agreementthe ruling
Chiefs who were the Custodians of Islam religi

3.2  The Baptist Mision

In 1850, the American Baptist Missionary, ThomaBoWven arrive
Badagry.

He established mission station there. He built a Mission Statd
ljaye. In the same year, he moved from there tookb&a. There he m
the Wesleyan and the Church Missionary Society igiggies. Whil
Bowen was at the town, he studied Yoruba languagederto be abl
to communicate with the people without any intetgreHe later wrot
Yoruba Grammar and Dictionary for the use of Yorpbaple. Bowe
proceeded from Abeokuta to Ibadan and Ogbomoshoent
established Baptist Mission Stations in 1t

At Ogbomosho, converts saw themselves as supexapl@ over th
traditionalists. For this reason, the traditionalideveloped hatr
against Christians in the town. Besides, they abarichdition o

urying the dead in their family compads This act compound
their problems in the town. Christians then stalted/ing their dead
the bush. This is because Christians considerednguof dead perso
in the houses unhygienic.

On the other hand, traditionalists viewed buryimgdead in the bus
as separation from their ancestors. In tradititmediefs, the moment
person is dead, he has become an ancestor, tvdremeed ar
worshipped. The traditionalists hated the Christilne more for ni
allowing the buried Christies to join their ancestors. The traditiona
also Kicked against the idea of the Christians imgryhe dead in tt

ush for only criminals were buried in the bush gb@®mosho. In 187
according to Ayandele, all Christians were expeftedh Ogbomos
[Ayandele, 1979 p.14].

Bowen built a Mission station at ljaye. In 1854 réien also establish
a Mission Station in Lagos, Lagos State, NigerfankLagos, th
Baptist Mission also spread to Oyo, Shaki, Igbotionayo State,an
llorin, in Kwara State, Nigeria.[E.O. Babalola , 1979.p.14] Tine=ac
of the Baptist Mission to the Northern parts of &lig was done t
some Nigerians who were working in the Northerné¥iig. Th¢
Government posted them to the place after the $edarrld War. Th
Yoruba government workers in the North were locatedtly in Jos
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There they worshiped as adherents of the Bapiibt tdowever in
1912, the Nigerian Baptist Convention was offigiddrmed. It is no\
completely self-governing, seffropagating, and self supporting.
1920, a Minister of the faith paid a visit to thenT.here he officiall
established a Mission Station fibke Baptist adherents. While he \
returning from Jos, he stopped at Kaduna and esiall a Missio
Station for the Yorubas who lived in the town. Hmptized eightee
people in River Kaduna. In 1913, Mr. M A. Adenirastablished tt
first BaptistMission Station in Zaria. According to Cramptorg
Nigerian Baptist Convention posted Reverend J.Aejihobi tc
Kaduna as its first Pastor to over see the restibtisStations of th
Baptist faith in the Northern Nigeria in the ye&25. Furthemore
when the American and some of the Nigerian Misgiesavorkel
together in Northern parts of the country theyldsthed a Seconde
School at Jos, a Teacher Training College in Miamé a Semina
School in Kaduna.The Nigerian Baptist Conventoperates nit
theological training centers for pastors, the latdpeing the Nigerie
Baptist Theological Seminary in Ogbomosho. The NageBaptis
Convention also operates several hospitals andaaledstitution:
across the country. The BagitHospital in Ogbomosho remains on
the leading hospitals in Nigeria. Besides, it isduas a Universi
teaching hospital by the Ladoke Akintola Univergdantly owned b
Oyo and Osun states. In 1969, a separate Confefenkerin anc

Ka afaithful was established and it was named KwaratiBt
Conference. The Church has planted about 100 MisStations in tF
Area. Besides, a group of Longuda who broke awamy fthe Luthera
faith has joined the Baptist faith in Northern Nige In 1972, Etubi wh
was a missionary in the Qua Ibo Church at Idahkéeway and t
joined the Baptist. In 1974, a second Baptist chwas established
Idah it is named Emmanuel Baptist Church, Idale Bhaptist Missio
has the Northern Conferencer@ention, which has its Headquarter
Beulah. It comprises Adamawa and Sardauna ProviitesMissiol
Stations are located in the following towns, ZaKano, Katsina ar
Sokoto. The Nigerian Baptist Convention has fouraled operate
several prinary Schools and Secondary Schools across thennatie
Mission has established a University at lwo in 200% named Bowe
University in honour of Reverend Thomas Jeffersowen, the firs
American Baptist Missionary from the Southern BsipGiorvention
The named institutions above are established teesbpupils
Secondary school students and the post secondarglsstudents in
the Baptist faith in Nigeria to da

In 1969, a separate Conference for llorin and&thfuls wa
established and it was named Kwara Baptist Confexefhe Churc
has planted about 100 Mission Stations in the ABeaides, a group
Longuda who broke away from the Lutheran faith basejd the Bapti:
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faith in Northern Nigeria. In 1972, Etubi, who wa$lissionary in th
Qua Ibo Church at Idah, broke away and he joinedptist. In 197-
a second Baptis€hurch was established at Idah, it was ne
Emmanuel Church, Idah. The Baptist Mission had\ibeerr
Conference Convention, which has its Headquartddgalah. Th
Mission Stations were located in the following t@wvdaria, Kanc
Katsina and 8koto The Nigerian Baptist Convention has founded
operated several Primary Schools and Secondary @slaxross tt
nation. The Mission established a University at lw@002. It is name
Bowen University in honour of Reverend Thomas Jetfie Baven, the
first American Baptist Missionary from the South&aptis
Convensior

3.2 The Planting of Christianity in Ondo Area

In 1853, David Hinderer introduced Christianityliradan. In 185t
Christianity was established in llesha. In 1859 i€ianity was plante
in lle- Ife. In 1875, David Hinderer introduced Christignin Ode
Ondo. In 1877, Charles Philips was posted to talez tyorr
Hinderer.This was during the period that Oba Ajinnekhe the
Osemawe of Ondo land and some of his &henbraced Christianit
In 1876, the first worship Centre was built for Ghans to worship. |
1877, Philips demanded for another land to buihiyger place ¢
worship in the town because the population of Glans increase
daily. The land tht was given to the Christians to build a Churclk
the land of the evil spirits. It was a place wheeeple who die
unpleasant death were buried. The evil forest Wasaed to Christiar
in order to discourage them from serving JesussChfheadherents
the traditional religion hoped that Christians wbhk afflicted witl
incurable diseases. However, the Church accepéeldtid and the
spiritual leader in person of Philips prayed over land for God’
protection. On the land, thewas an Iroko tree that the Ondo pe:

elieved that evil spirits inhabited. The adherait€hristianity praye
on the site for seven days and the tree that wias/bd to be the abo
of witches fell down. The Christians cleared tlee=taway from té site
and they built a Church on the land. There theysWigrthe Living Goc
It was reported that Philips cared for the peopldtsally anc
materially. The Christians built Schools and College®ndo are:
Many people were trained in those ingtons that were established
Christians in the town. The first Primary Schookviaiilt in Ondo i
1890 by the Missionaries. There pupils were ta@jiristian educatio
The old pupils of the School can be found in attpaf Nigerie
occupyingimportant political, social, economics and admnaisve
positions. They are also in law, politics, mediciteology, technolog
and education all over the country. The Christian@ndo area mau
use of the converts to spread the Good News tathdNigeria. |
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1879, Ondo town was affected by smalbx. The mortality rate w.
high, and it was reported that about ten pedd daily in the tow!
The traditional Chiefs gave a heifer to Sango pte®sffer as sacrific
of propitiation. However, Philips and Christianghe town were akb
to inform the people that the disease came tharause of the
disobediencéo the commandments of God. The Living God usé¢a
punish them for their evil acts to fellow humanngs in the towr
However, the Lord God demanded from them repentancoe theil
wicked deeds. It was noticed that none of the @hans was reporte
dead, except two people who were affected and lat&ived healing
the Church prayed for them and they repented frain sins. Th
Church prayed for the forgiveness of sins of thigr@people of Ond
town, and God heard their prayers anddisease vanished form Or
town. This made many people to join the Church.

Another important thing that Christianity brougbt®ndo town was tt
introduction of corrugated iron sheets for roofir@uses instead
leaves that had been previously i .uslany people in Ondo to\
roofed their houses with iron sheets. The Christ@so made ti
people to stop the act of burying living slaveshwitieir masters wh
they die. The Christians also introduced the pltentif economic tree
such as co@and breadfruit to farmers in Ondo area in 1890eRmn(
Charks Philips distributed the seeds of the tre€3rtdo farmers to pla
in their various farms which later brought to theaonomic reward.

Reverend Charks Philips succeeded against the powarkness ar
illiteracy in Ondo area. He died in 1906. It iseattmony to his effor
that the spread of Christianity continues in Onaafter his deai

3.4 The Planting of Christianity in lbadan

Reverend David Hinderer introduced Christiamitybadan arour
1854. He was a German Missionary of the Church igligsy Society
It was Reverend Henry Townsend who was then at kigaovho paid
visit to the town during the reign of Baale Ope Agind requestec
mission station for the areaownsend returned to Abeokuta
requested for more Missionaries from his Mission1852, Hindere
established a mission station at Ibadan. Many Esiestg were als
posted to him and he sent them to open missioioissain variou
towns, such as, lwo, llesha, Modakeke, lfe-and Oshogbo to menti
just a few places. In April 1896, the Church Missiy Societ
established a Training Institute in Oyo. There ttrajned profession
teachers, but the students in the School lookédetpriesthood as the
mentor. The college in question is now crown asAfayi Crowthe
University, Oyo. In 1900, the Mission establishedmstitute it
Oshogbo to train vernacular evangelists for theagbiof the Gospel
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Yoruba land. On the other hand, the Baptists likeviuilt the Bapti:
College,at Iwo. In 1901, the Wesleyans establidiedley College
Ibadan.

3. The Introduction of Christianity in Ikare-Akoko Are a

The introduction of Christianity in Ikar@koko Area took place
various routes. In 1870, one Michael Badoro at @kglarters in Ikar
returned from slavery and preached the Gospelstpénple
Christanity was also introduced in the area through lako Kogi
State, Nigeria in 1883. The Anglican priest namddWilliams wh
was the vicar of the Holy Trinity Church, Lokojarsead the Gospel
the area in 1883. At the same period, many norv@ataders, rubber-
tapers, saw millers, produce buyers, and Christigourners who we
soldiers in Ikare area also spread Christianitfkoko area. Mentio
could be made of David Oluguna and Peter Arowcadives of llesh
who were traders. In 191 Reverend H.F. Gani, the Superintende
Owo, Ogori, and Akoko Churches visited the Ikaraich. He
influenced the Anglican Church authorities in Lagiecese to merg
the Akoko Churches to Yoruba Mission. In 1915, Mye&busi becarr
the Church dministrator in Ikare Mission stations. He impo$&ulrct
wedding on Christians. Adherents who could not dgraith Aiyebus
on the marriage order, left the Anglican Churcheykstablishe
African Church in Ikare. Despite the break awagaie memhss,
Saint Stephen’s Church Ikare began to exercisee#dership rol
among lkare Churches from 1915 to 1920. On 29 &dpte 1920, M
Lackland Augustus Lennon, a Jamaican was postedind Stephen
Church Ikare, as an administrator. In 1922, las wrdained Priest
Owo and returned to Ikare Mission Area. In 1924, Bishop of Lagc
Diocese, Melville Jones authorized Lennon to extimedspread ¢
Christianity to Kaba, Ebira and Akokedo areas. Lennon establis
schools in those areas tonwert childrer

In 1922, Lennon established Post Office at Ikareti® middle ¢
1940’s, the Ministry of Communications, Nigeriagkoover the Po
Office.

In 1923, Lennon built a magnificent office and le@ated a room f
his wife, Mrs. M. Lenin to serve as dispensary to Ikare people. |
people, who were not Christians but benefited ftbenClinic, becarnr
Christians.

In 19221925, Lennon, Chief Ajaguna and Momoh gave abledeshij
to the people of Ikare to construct lkare-Owo road.
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In 1943, Lennon was appointed a parliament mentegresent t
WesternRegion in the house of parliament in Lagos. Hislad
relationship with Christians and other faith membarakoko aree
earned him popularity among them. Lennon used pip@runity tha
was offered him in the House of Parliament to apfueaessentic
amenities for the people of Ikare. However, theggawnent could nc
meet his demands due to the Second World War thajusa@nded fc
it had affected the economy and the finance of Nag&ased on thi
Reverend Lennon advised that the lkare peopledesvery taxabl
male some amounts along witkeir yearly poll tax. He made it cleal
the people of Ikare that if they could producenieerials and us:
direct labour methods for the pipe borne waterthedight projects, tt
government would render the technological assistémcthe Ikae
community. The people yielded to the advice of lanrBetween 194
and early 1950 pipe borne water and electricityeygovided in Ikar
area. Many nonChristians who witnessed the events bec
Christians. Lennon advised Christians to parti@patNigeria politic
in order for them to bring light into the Country.

In January 1921, Reverend Lennon established aaPyiBchool ¢
Ikare. He christened it Saint Stephen’s Schooke#&koko.  On 23r
September, 1935, Lennon established Jul@lestral School to tra
Pupil-teachers, clerks, Church workers and wobé&lstudents for Sa
Andrew’s Teachers College, Oyo, Oyo State, [novhBsAjayi
Crowther University, Oyo, Nigeria]. Lennon left Niga on 7 July 19t
for his home countryjamaica [Akeredolu, 198

3.6 The Problems Encountered by Christians in  Spreadig
Christianity in  Yoruba Land

This course material seeksto discuss thentact of Christiani
with Islam in the Yoruba land. It has be#iscovered by Scholars tl
Islamic religion predated Christianity in  Nigerlslamhad bee
plantedand nurtured in the land before the ini@iobn o
Christianity. Besides, Islamic propagatordligeria were  Africar
who were accustomed to the harsh climatic conditenxmd diseas

of the land. These Islamic scholars continuegpreading Islam fai
in the land.

They also established Quranic  Schools whechildren were taug
of Arabic language as the official one in  spreading Isla
religion in  Yoruba land. For this reasothe Muslin
community had grown both in size and s&twever before i
coming of  Christianity into Yoruba land.The contact (
Christianity and Islam created many probléons Christianity ¢
the initial stage of expansion in the landAmong these problet
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in the wheel of was bad climate. Thienate served as a gt
arrier against the efforts of foreign miswries who came
plant Christianity in Yoruba land. This iscaeise they werer
used to the tropical climate of the land.

For instance, some missionaries died of ‘fsdaike caused by t
heat of the sun. Malariawas another diseasslitating  again:

the progress of Christianity in Yoruba landlt could be recalle

that right from 1841, which was the periadfthe Nige
expedition, malaria was a very significanbarrier to the spre
of Christianity in Nigeria. About one hued and  thirtyix
outof one hundred and foffiye  Europeans who took part
the expedition died of malaria and they eveburied at Lokoja
Kogi State. Their graves remain in  Lokoja tavatill  date. Fc
the reasons mentioned above, the spread of Christianity in Lok
area stopped forthe maintime. But, fdvluslims, their religio
continue to spread in the land for thepropagators we
Africans who had all natural endowmenn i erms of ener
and natural adaptability to the situatiom the tropic. Islam car
in  Yoruba land by land. The early propagators didot face the s
problems encountered by the propagators of  @misy since mo

of its propagators came from the hinterland.The Christia
missionaries were also faced with the probl of Ilanguage,
problem which created a favorable avenue mlam to spre:
since Islam was propagated by Yorubpeaking peopl
Consequently, Islamhad anedge over Gémigy. In this
situation, the Christians in the Yoruba langere not happy at t
rapid expansion of Islam in the land. As result, some measu
were adopted either to limit the rate of tlspread of Islam in tl
area or to help in their own way of splieg Christianity in th
same manner as Islam. To achieve this goalollowing effort
were made by the Chtians. Native Clergy learnt Arabic langui

which they used in spreading the gospel in the Mupbpulated aree

Schools were built to educate Yoruba children oheotto attract the

parents to become Christia

However, the strategies du as discussion on Christian fe
preaching, baptism and training the nativéergy in Arabi
language adopted by the Christian missionaries counter tr
rapid growth of Islam in Yoruba land hddtle or no é&fect,
ut they were most successful through the wf education ai
healtheare delivery strategies. All these, welsthatuss in othe
units of this course. But an example is nw@d below

In 1922, Lack land Augustus Lennon used théovaimentione
methods spread Christianity in Ikdkare Akoko area of Ondo Ste
In  Schools and Hospitals, the Christiarmissions had all tl
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resources within their control to serve asagnet to attra
adherents of other religions in Yoruba lamol the Christia
faith. Moreover, in some areas, this mettiod not work. This |
ecause the adherents of Islam had also dmtexd  Quran
schools that served as alternative to thgpe tof Christian-
sponsored schools to train their children.

From the whole episode, it seemiatt right from the beginning
the contact of Islam with Christianity in ethYoruba land, the tv
religions have been witnessinga kind of relism witha view t
winning souls from one to the other faith.On other hand, bot
religions have several things in common idolg the belief i
One Creator who hadsent many prophets, ohheSon of Go
Jesus Christ the Messiah of mankind. Muslind Muhammad &

the Prophet to mankind. They thalaim Abraham as their ance
and bothteach morals and peace.

However, Christianity teaches Trinity to thadherents, whic
Islam did not accept. This  makes Islam ands@ianity to becom
rivals in the Yoruba land

3.7 Steps Taken by Misionaries to Minimize The
Problems in the Yoruba Iland

During the period that arrangements  werengoemade for Nige
Expedition and a mission was projected foe tmodel farm
Lokoja, the mother Chloh of Anglican in  London, assigr
duties to Reverends J.F. Schon and Saméghyi  Crowther t
train interpreters and themselves to I¢laeranguages of t
people of Nigeria that could help them  comrmate witt

Nigerians.

Schon chose Hausa and Ibo languages. While &akayi Crowthe
studied Yoruba language for the same purpog@ther missionaries
Yoruba land also studied Yoruba language. In 18&&2nuel Ajay
Crowther published an enlargeddition of Yoruba  Gramir
and Vocabulary as well as translations oburf books of the Ne
Testament.

Professor Carl Lepsius guided the Church issMnary Socie
linguistic studies in  Hausa, Kanuri, Ibo ajgM.  While Bowen
Baptist missionary also learnt ~ Yoruba languagand  drew i
attention of the missionariestioe poetic excellence of the invoca
prayers of traditional Yoruba worship, espdgiathose of Ifa fc
use in Christian worship by  Christians in théoruba land. H
works were published in volumes of the Ssuotiian contributior
to knowledge in  New York. Crowtherand ThomakKing translate
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the Bible and the Prayer book into Yoruba languagéhe Yorub:
Christians. In 1854, another expedition was serthaRiver Niger b
the Crown Colony. The British @&ernment and Macgregor La
organized the expedition. The aim of the trip wastroduce legitima
trade and plant Christianity in the NigBenue area. According
Crampton, many of the explorers were Africans. Whé&e men wet
very few at tis period this was due to the death of many of tktem
died during the first expedition that took placehe year 1841. The fe
white men that accompanied the black men to themuNmerBenue
came with quinine, which they used to cure malaharever they wet
attacked. Bishop Ajayi Crowther left the Yoruba B and joined tt
expedition. At the period in question, every boagttmade the journ

ack alive for there was no report of death amoegettplorers. |
1857, the Crown Colony, tHéhurch Missionary and some traders n
another journey to the area in question. While thetyto Idah in Ko
State, the Attah of Igala land did not ground thgsrmission t
establish a Mission Station there. However, he semte of his servar
to accompany them to the confluence area. He teloh tio sell the wi
sport to the explorers so that they could setéeeland help him wa
war against the Nupe warriors who used to wageagamst the peog
of Igala. The Attah of Igala land nam@dheji, sold the land to them
700,000 cowries or goods worth of the amount. @nldhd, were tt
following buildings; Gbobe Chapel, Schools, a Cglend The Hol
Trinity Cathedral Church, Lokoja, which is alwaysaded by Lokoj
indigenes in fuilment of the prophecy of Lieutenant Glover in B¢
He wrote a private letter to the Authority of theuCch Missionar
Society in England that the Confluence area whiak taought would t
the area where future great Bishops that wouldrbdyzed. t wrote
‘this Lairdstown will be the ground of a future gtéishopric.” Toda
there are many sons of Lokoja area that are Bishogation could k
made of Ferron, Bako, Akanyan, and Igbunu to menjish a few o
them. No any priest outside theearwas made a bishop except
retired Bishop Haruna who was trained by Lennamjssionary ¢
Ikare- Akoko in lIkare,who was consecrated the Bishop efKlwar:
Anglican Diocese, Offa, but later, the headquarbéthe Diocese wi
moved to llorin. hwever, if the policy that was laid down by Glovs
amended in the Lokoja Diocese, then other priéstisdre not ¢
indigene of Lokoja area may be considered by thglidan Communio
in Nigeria to be consecrated bishop. If not, th&dja indigenesvill
continue to be bishop in the area.
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3.& Other People that Helped in the Spread of the Gospa
Yoruba Land

The Creoles thatis, the freed slaves that were Nigey
especially, the  Yorubas contributed imnedyso the planting
Christianity in Yoruba land. Another grouthat helped in ti
planting of Christianity in Yoruba lancwere noble persons;
is, men of local prominence who on th&wn initiative invite
and patronized missionaries; among such people Sodeke
Egbaland and the Chiefof Badagry. The lagonverts, especia
traderswho acted as a group used theiralsogpowers to aid tl
establishment of missions in Yoruba landCatechist:

Evangelists,  Church elders and Schodclters were also us
to plant  Christianity in Yoruba Iland.

In addition to these, Congregations wlpdneered expansion
Christianity to other parts of Yoruba landind paid for tfF
upkeep of ministers also helped in the plantihg Christianity i
Yoruba land through financial aids.

Mention could be made of All Saints Angh Church Yab
that paid for the upkeep of ministers. Funthere, loce

communities built, maintained Church  and sthomfrastructures fc
the spread of the Gpel in  Yoruba land. Another set of pe
that helped in the planting of Christianitpy Yoruba land we
the Charismatic, or Prophet figures who keimed the plantir

of the religion in their brief careers inthe land.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

The freed slaves of Yorubaland started thetplg of Christianit
in  Badagry. Discuss.

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit hastaught you to know somef ohe problems th
were encountered byChristians in the planting of Christianityn
Yoruba land. Among these problems were the hhaisatic

conditions and diseases of theland. Thissionaries also fac
the problem of language which they coulde uso preach th
Gospel to the people of Yoruba land.

They also encountered opposition from adhereinigher religions i

their quest to win converts. In this unit, yowlso learnt about sol
steps that were taken to minimizeome problems that w
encountered by the missionaries in  Yoruband.
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5.0 SUMMARY

Having gone through this  iinyou would  have understood
following points:

The Methodist  Mission got tothe Yoruaad around 1840.
The Yoruba freed slave settlers appealedttte Queen
England to establish a Colony in Badagry. Takp denanded  fc
missionaries be senttothem at Badagry to coatirthe spread
Christianity in  Yoruba land.

The freed slaves in Siertzeone joined the settlers at Badagry
appealed for more missionaries for Badagry landReverend

Thomas Birch Freeman and Willam de Grafesponded to t
requests of the settlers of Badagry andvedri in town on z
September, 1842 to plant Christianity ther&chools and Hospit:
were used as meato convert peopleinto Christianity inhe
Yoruba land. The Missionaries had  problems ¢tdnguage, diseas
and oppositions from other religion in the laibde Missionarie

learnt some Nigerian  languages and they maeéai them to writ

the Bible for  Nigerians to use.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Enumerate the problems that the early Mismiies faced
the planting of Christianity in ~ Yoruba thn

2. Assess the spread of Chrisitgn in  Yoruba land betwe:
1840 and 184

3. Explain some of the steps taken by tkiéssionaries t
minimize their problems in the Yoruba landiridg the earl
periods of the gospel in the &

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Ade Ajayi, J. F. (1977)Christian Missions in Nigeria 1841891. Tht
Making of a NewElite, London: Longman Groups L

Geoffry Parrinder (1969\frica’s Three Religiond,ondon: Sheldo
Press Ltd.

Oshitelu G.A. (2002Expansion of Christianity in West Afri
Abeokuta: Visual Resources Publishers.

Kalu, O.U (1980)The History of Christianity in West African Ess
Lectures London: Longmans Groups L

22



UNIT 4 THE SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE
EASTERN PARTS OF NIGERIA BY THE
HOLY GHOST FATHERS IN THE
NINETEENTH CENTURY
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will be introduced to thepread of Christiani
in the Eastern parts of Nigeria by the HoBhost Fathers in t
last quarter of the Nineteenth Century. e THoly Ghost Fathe

focused leir attention on village evangelism in thgastern par
of the Country.

2.0 OBJECTIVE

At the end of this unit, you should be eabto:

. explain the method used by the Holy Ghostthérs t
spread Christianity invans villages in Eastern parts
Nigeria. Enumerate their achievements in the ¢

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Purchasing of Slaves and Their Conversioninto
Christians by the Holy Ghost Father

The method of evangelizatiorhat was embarked upon by

Holy Ghost Roman Catholic Missionary Socieity Africa was th
buying of slaves whom they settled in villageand converted ir

23



Christianity Around Nineteenth Century. This hwt was used
gather the scattered slaves who were displabg the French a
the European slave traders. The Europeans assgihblAfricar

freed slaves and gave them liberty in theifoter settlement  are.
However, they used the slaves cheaply in the lab@uket. Th
missionaries also used the slaves cheaply tb tgemselve
established in Africa. AroundX7, the Holy Ghost Fathers sta
uying African slaves at Bagamoyo. They use@ thopportunity t
evangelize the African slaves whose soulsrewaeglected
evangelism work. In 1892, the Superior of e thHoly b Ghos
Fathers wrote from Paris to the Cardinal Prefeat the Colleg
of Propaganda in Rome to inform him of howeyth bought childre
trained them ,converted them into Christianiand settled the
in Christian  villages. He wie:

...in all our missions our Fathers bring up yot
children, both boys and girls, at great expense aggo(
nunber of these, especially of the girls, are chilc
bought out of slavery. We have to look after then
several years until we cantablish them and ma
Christian house-holds and then Christian villages.

In 1896, 880 children were bought in tlséeave  markets
Congo and 830 at Oubangui between 1894d al89
respectively by the Holy Ghost Fatherdn March 31, 189
FatherHacquard, a missionary in Timbuktu reportenl the Gener
Assembly of the AntBlavery society in Paris that they
adopted slaves whom they settled in Christiallages. By thi
method, tke inhabitants of the Christian villages wecenverte
into Christianity by the Holy Ghost FathersHowever, the Ho
Ghost Fathers had the problem of financimg the Christia
village evangelism method. But on b M#88, a parti
solution was reached through the letter whiebpe Leo Xiii wrot
to the AntiSlavery Society in Paris to establish andarice thirt
Christian villages for evangelism among Adns who settled
the French territories. The Archbishop of AlgiCardine
Lavigevie, pleaded for the abolition of slavem Brazil. He made
request for abolition of internal slavery in Afai.  The Cardinal ¢
forward the following plans ot other Bishops to stop the inte
slavery in Africa. Armed monks should benied to fight th
Negroesin order to end up the traffigkinn slaves in Africat
using force of arms. The Pope suggestedhetdtissimaries to bu
the African slaves and settle them in kce called ‘Christie
village’. The suggestion of the Pope wasetakby th
Missionaries in Nigeria. In the Eastern pat the country, tr
Holy Ghost Fathers dught Nigerian slaves and settled them o
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Christian villages. In otherto aid the Mdssries in the Easte
part of Nigeria to evangelize the peoplbe Pope introduc
collection of money on "6b January annuaityevery Catholi
Church for the Holy Ghost fathers for planting dfriStianity ir

Nigeria. About fifty people were sent evangelize the area. Amc

these people, there were twenty freed slaves imthsion work. I

1890, about fiftyfive slaves were bought and in 1891, the missies
ought about seventeen slaves. The slaves thatbeeght settled |
Christian vilages. In 1906, the Holy Ghost Fathers had estadishre
Christian villages in the Niger Delta area of NigeAgouleri missio
stations had Saint Joseph as its headquartersdagelism in the are

The mission also had about 500 Christians wkee in charge of tt

spread of the gospel at Onitsha Wharf. Around IR Vatical

suggested that all Catholic Churches should cartgimoney for th

spread of the gospel in Nigeria. All Catholic @hes throughout tl
world, contributed monefor the work of evangelism in  Afric
especially, Nigeria. The French AntBlavery Society accepted
suggestion of the Vatican and promised toaken funds availak
to the Missionaries in Africa, especiallythose who were in th
Eastern part of Nigeria. 50,000 Francs wast s® th
Missionaries in the Eastern parts of Nigefiar the evangelis
work by the named organization. However, in 1941,Easter

Nigeria, the Superior of tF Roman Catholic Mission, Shanat
had a dispute with the Cardinal of the Pgapala colleagues
Rome over the misused of the money donabed the
organization for the purpose of evangelism tiee area. This w
ecause he was accused of embezzling the money that mear
for evangelism inthe Eastern parts of Naeby the Churc

3.2 The Spread of Roman Catholic Mision at NKisi
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In September 1885, four French Missionariesrew sent to open
Mission station in the Eastern part of Mige They opened
mission station at Nkissi near Onitsha aW¥hwhich was opposi
the bank of River Niger, near the slave market the area. In 18€
Samuel Ajayi Crowther who was an Anglicamiegt donated
piece ofland to the Roman Catholic Missiom establish
Mission station at the Niger Delta Pastorate areae Tlarea whic
Ajayi Crowther gave to the Holy Ghost Fatheto plar
Christianity was formally used forbuying s in the Easte
part of Nigeria. At Onitsha Wharf, a sla was bought for ¢
Francs on 12b June 1886 . Furthermore, on 6 Auigd, a three-year-
old boy was sold for 12 sacks of salt. In 1891, rthesionaries boug
seventeen slaves. The slaves were establishedisti@h villages. |

1906, the Hty Ghost Fathers had established three Christiléageis ir

the Niger Delta area of Nigeria. Agouleri Missiotaton had Sail

Joseph as its headquarters for evangelism in g &he Mission al:

had five hundred Christians who were in chargédefspread of tt

gospel at Onitsha wharf in Nigeria around 1902.

3.2 The Evil Practices of the Onitsha Indigenes in th&arly
Periods

The Onitsha wharf Missionaries witnessed the prastof huma
sacrifice and slavery at Onitsha. It was said thaslaves departe
Nupe kingdom for Onitsha. And the Asaba people hbtlgem. Fc
instance, two slaves were sacrificed during therenement of ol
Moreover, Obi titleholders were very many at Asaldaach titleholde
used to sacrifice slaves for thenthronement or burial. Besides,
Asaba people used to buy slaves from Nupe tradésiéssha. Th
tasks for the missionaries at Onitsha and Asalesarere to stamp ¢
these evil practices among the indigene of the dam&wns. For the:
reasons, the missionaries started to purchase sitine slaves th.
were bought by the Obis in area. In 1887, the slélvat were bought |
the Holy Ghost Fathers or Missionaries were usddlasurers to build
hospital at Onitsha wharf for treatitige sick among the slaves t
settled in the area. However, they were accusediaf) the slaves f
labour but the Missionaries claimed that slavesewsed to build tt
hospital for charitable purpo:
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3.4The Practice of Christianity in Agouleri Village

In 1891, the Onitsha missionaries converted a Gtaefed Igig
Agouleri. At the village, the Holy Ghost Fatherseteaed Mass eac
moming at 4.45 am followed by communal prayer anditaédn of the
Christians whom they bought and settled there.rAfte morning Mas
the Christian exslaves were engaged in work on the coffee plami
that was owned by the Missaries. In addition to these, dur
afternoon everyday, the Christian glgves learnt catechism in
church. The Christian exslaves used every evening to work arc
the mission buildings. In 1891, about seventy Ossawho wert
adherents athe Anglican faith joined the Roman Catholic Churicl
1893, the Missionaries established a primary scab@nitsha wha
about five hundred people were admitted into theastto receiv
Western education .This served as the beginninlggoRomarCatholic
education in the Eastern part of Nigeria. Somdénefax -slaves, wh
were trained in the school, were engaged as tesah&rpreters at
clerks in government servi

27



3.5 The Problem of Christian Village Evangelism in Onitshe
Area

The Royal Niger Company was the lord of the Nigeft®area in tt
early 1890s. For these reasons, the company claatral activitiesn
the area. For example , the company imposed payoh@ft percent te
on all goods for the Missionaries that were saigdhe sea to Onits
area .In addition to this, they were also taxedstima of three poun
for the transportation of a taf goods brought through the se
Onitsha . Besides, whatever goods the Catholicibhssies paid for i
the Royal Niger company, would be delayed befotwely. The
imposition of taxation on the goods of Catholic Ma by the Roy:
Niger Compny led the Holy Ghost Society authorities into déi
Nigeria, from 1885 to 1890 the Royal Niger Compaaw the Frenc
Holy Ghost Society as French aides and abettofsasfch interests «
the Nigeria soil. For example, Gold accused theeHapofthe Holy
Ghost Mission of engaging in slavery and had hiospcuted and fine
He also claimed that the mission site that wasrgteehem by Ajay
Crowther to established a Mission station belonthéoRoyal Nige
Company. And that the Royal Nig€ompany was owned by the Brit
Government. Therefore, the landed properties wivietre occupied
the French Holy Ghost Fathers belonged to thedBrigovernment. S
their occupying of mission stations in Onitsha &sdba was illege
Marshall trerefore, replaced the French Missionaries withghglist
Missionaries in the Niger area. He summoned Cardimdochowzki
Prefect of the Congregation of Propaganda in Romeé,Gardine
Vaughan to remove the French Holy Ghost fathem fitee Niger
-Delta areas in Nigeria. Furthermore, Marshall alsote to th
Superior General of the Catholic Society in Pdfather Emonet th
there was rivalry between the French and the Bmghissionaries in tt
land. Therefore , he would like the Fremafssionaries to leave the a
for the English missionaries, since they belongetth¢  Britisl
government that owned the disputed land .This @miade the ne
Cardinal getinvolved in the disputed land bykimg for a Wes
African Bishopric to which a British born person could be appointt
All these problems with the Royal Niger Companyeimotaxation, th
uying of slaves and the French presence in theeEaptrt of Nigeri
made the operation of the Christian Village expensind unpofitable
in Nigeria. In addition to this, it was felt by tin@ssionaries that it w.
etter for Africans to evangelize themselves rathan using Whit
Missionaries. This view compounded the problem&atholic Missiol
in Nigeria in the early 189 1890s. The attitude of the Holy GF
Fathers showed their bias towards the Africansttiet had little or n
faith in the Africans evangelized in Nigeria. Fbey focused on tl
Christian village evangelization methods in thet@aspart of Nigda
that was led by the white men only. The Holy Ghostathers als
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introduced other methods of evangelism in N&ger For instance
Lejeune, Superior of Onitsha Wharf Missioronir 1900 to 190
demanded for funds from the Cardinal Golti,Prefect c
Propaganda of Christianity in  Rome, to tackiee problem  «
slavery in Nigeria. #aresultof this, the Missionaries conw
sixty-five people in Agoudleri in Nigeria. In 1901, Bosent Lejeun
20,000 Lira to be used for the conversioof African slaves |
Christianity. Despite these methods that weresed by th
Missionaries  to fight slavery in Africaf was not totall
eradicated. For this reason, Lejeune endohrion a research
an alternative method of evangelization chi would be mo
effective in the spread of the Gospel in the EasteNigeria. Th
method was the introduction of Christianity tahe Chiefs ar
Leaders of the Agouleri village. Through timany people we
converted to  Christianity in the area

4.0 CONCLUSION

It is expected that from the study of sthunit, you should ha
learnt the following points:

The purchasing of slaves and their conwearsto Christianity b
the Missionaes. The spread of Roman Catholic Mission ihe
East of the Rivers Niger and Benue in Nae  The practice
the Onitsha indigenes in the early periddShristianity

5.0 SUMMARY

Having gone through thi  unit, you would have understood
following point: The Missionaries embarked orthe buying ¢
slaves in Onitsha area, settled them inllages and convert
them into Christianit

The Pope introduced collewmt of money in the Catholic Chui
to aid the Missionaries inthe spreading thef Gospel intl
Onitsha arei

The Royal Niger Company was the lordfthe Niger Delt
area in early 1890s. Gaéd accusedthe leader of the Mission:i
of engaging in slavery, had him prosecutedd ariined. Lejeur
replaced Goldiein 1901 in Niger area. Heearshed for ¢
alternative  method of evangelising the people dliger Delta area.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Discuss the followin

1. Goldie

2. Marshall

3. Obi title holders at Asaba land in 1885.
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1.C INTRODUCTION

This unit deals with the nomterference policy of Lord Lugard Islar
religion in Northern Nigeria. It alsdiscusses the contributions
Roman Catholic Church towards the planting of Giamsty in Nigeria.

You will also learn about how the Missionaries RéahChristianity il
the Northern Nigeria.

2.C OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should bee to:

. discuss how Christianity was planted in the Nomhdigeria

. describe the problems encountered by the Missiesani th
planting of Christianity in the Northern Nige

. state how the problems were sol\

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Lord Lugard, the Governor of Niger Aree

Sir Lord Lugard, the GovernorGeneral of the Niger ai
made a policy that Christianity  must not eriere with th
Islamic  religion in the Northern partof géria. He madet
policy in order to control the northern people.
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However, he added a clause that whoevezd trio plar
Christianity intke area must seek for the permission of
Muslim leader inthe area before embarking ibn In 1890, a
attempt at establishinga Christian Village the Northern Niger
was made. This is because the Catholic sibtis noticed the
many slaves who were bought at Onitsha wésken beyon
Lokoja, lddah and were sold in the markét lachitabu to th

Igala people in the north. In order toopsthe selling and buyi
of slavesinthe Lokoja area, Father Lutz had esthield .
Christian Village in the North. Besidesitt also aimed -

continue the spread of the Church Missiona§ociety along tt
Benue River. For this reason, he mdrd Catholic Mission
the area. He wrote thi

“The struggle, with Crowther and the Protestan
therefore going to being. It's a matter of not sgJ
ourselves to be preceded in the great centers or e
Benue River where there is nassion at all so far

The Missionaries believed that they would bthe first permane
Roman Catholic  Missionaries in  Northern géfia, excluding tt
abortive attempt made by a Missionary mnfroLyons to settle
Lokoja in 1884. However, Roman Catholic §ibs  station
had been establishedin the Northern gartNigeria aroun
seventeenth  Century. In 1708, they hadutd hundred Catho
members in the Kororofa where a Catholigriest built a sixty-
ed hospital for treating the sick people the area. In  17(
Father Carlo da Geneva, was appointec€treffor Born
Mission, buthe declinedto accept the offer.

Another reason of the spreading the of the gospel from Oaitstt
the Northern part of Nigeria is the beli¢hat the Hausa peo
would be attracted by the doctrine of RomaCatholic faitl
They hoped that the Hausa people dnwerted to Christianity
they would be used for the conversion oimany people in tt
area. However, in 1890, Goldie hinderece thpread of Rom
Catholic faith in the Northern Nigeria. Hdid this by writing t
the Headquarters of the Holy Ghost Socigty Paris telling the
that he had disallowed the Church Missiona@gciety fron
converting Muslims in the Northern paof Nigeria and th
he was not prepared to mct the Roman Catholic Missiona
that went beyond Lokoja in Kogi State 8pread their faith.
the letter, he enclosed acopy of the Nigegrritories publi
notice that was written in  October 188%rbfdding Christial
Missionaries to work in  Muslim areas whids mainly th
Northern parts of Nigeria. However, the hdmased Missionari
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replied himthat  Hausa Muslims could be coteaimto Christianit
without much problem. Lutz was warned by Geldot to try t

continue spreading Christianity beyond Lokojareaa If he doe
then, his Nbsion Stationat Onitsha Wharf which belono the
Royal Niger Company would be taken over the governmer

However, at the beginning of the twentietlentary, the prospe
of obtaining a foothold in the WNorth rfo the purposes
evangelization looked bleak.

3.2 The Role of Lord Lugard in the Northern Nigeria

In 1900, Sir Lord Lugard, the Governd@eneral for the Niger are
tolerated the presence of Christian missions irNibehern part ¢
Nigeria ir order for Missionaries to establish Schools tohehe
converts to read and know the Scriptures and tachthon-Christian:
to Schools and through this way, the Church wasdhiced to ther

However, a serious disaster occurred in the Haarsbamission of th
Church Missionary Society. For that reason, Lugbecided to modif
his views about the utility of Christian Missiomsthe Northern Nigeri
He believed that if the Missions that were esthlelisby the Churc
Missionary Society inhe North were really practicing what t
preached and taught, their efforts would be a gassét to h
government in that part of Nigeria.

In 1901, the Acting High Commissioner, Wallace, madpledge to ti
Emir which read in part thus:

| do herdy in the name of His majesty promise you protectad | di
guarantee that no interference by Government beathade in yot
chosen form of religion, so long as the same doesmolve act
contrary to the laws of humanity and oppression to your people.

On the other hand, the Missionaries in Eastern iigeere aware
the British Government’s policy of ‘noimterference’ in the religion
the Northern Nigeria and declared that ‘this polityNorthern Nigeri
will be our greatest obstke. Lugard’s protection of the  Muslir
‘with the maxim gun’ as they put it, along with tastablishment
Muslim Chiefs through out the Northern Nigeriasihe ‘greatest e\
imaginable’.

However, the missionaries believed that their retigvould one da
penetrate into Northern Nigeria. This is becausg tiealized that one
the Government’s most obvious problems was thetmuresf the slav
children freed under the slavery proclamation d¥.9The Britisl|
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government having freed the children was respoasgdsithem. T
settle them in families as wards would have sinipiyed them int
domestic slaves.

Besies, the Public Works Department could absorb aak
apprentices.

Lugard planned a freed slaves Home where the childoaild receive
secular education. Sir Lord Lugard wrote:

| see no reason why religion be it of one sortrmther should be forde
upon the liberated slaves. | see much in it to pige th
Mohammedan master who considers himself robbedsqgirbperty the
we may further encouraged religious propagandaghatstile to hi
Creed.

Lugard was rather perplexed about the elmlestion of slavery in t
Northern Nigeria and was quite uncertain as to hérethe proclamatic
forbidding it was a good thing. This proclamatiauld lead t
economic chaos and rebellion since the Northerrfageconomy wi
a subsistence on@a with immense tracts of land there was no e>
of labour. Slavery he believed, was built into Heusa system. Some
the Missionaries in the East had advanced the saguenents ar
demanded the ending of the village of liberty ori§tian village syster
of evangelization which was aimed at freeing angeciing the slave
The proclamation against slavery had been issuéd.agard was le
with the problem. By 1905, according to a Coloi@éfice Report, abol
3,070 slaves had been libedtand it was added; ‘these slave ret
do not profess to be a complete record.

Lugard was beginning to realize that ‘the care dtiokn is no
lucrative’.

For example, One hundred children in the careEf@pea
Supervisor, two European womeelpers and two assistant Afric
teachers cost one thousand four hundred poundaralyggard kney
that his administration in Nigeria dependent onnaperial grant-inaid
of the colonial masters. Therefore, the amount Ise@hto him by the
to usein the area was inadequate to care for the libérsieeres. H
pointed it out that he needed private philanthriopiye welfare of th
people of Niger Area. (Kalu, O.U, 1976). Howeveuglard wa
replaced by Lejeune as the Governor of the NigeAy the Colonie
masters. He requested for philanthropists to comegaid in caring fc
the freed slave children in the Northern Nige

34



3.2 The Misionaries’ Response to Lejeune’s Requt

As private philanthropists who happened to be morssies heard of tl
request, they responded and sent the Missionarieslp in caring fc
the liberated slaves, especially the childiBmey used the opportun
to plant Christianity in the Northern Nigeria. Thissionarie
established Primary Schools in Dekina in Kogi Stateey also built
Mission station in the area. In 1903, the CathGlrch had 1,1(
children in seventeenrithary Schools in Northern Nigeria. T
Catholic Mission destroyed the economy of the Istaaxlherents in tt
Northern Nigeria. That is, slavery business whiwytwere engaged
has been discouraged by Christians. The Missioné&aigght mor:
instruction in the villages of liberty rather thére Catholic Creed.

3.4 The Burning of Dekina Mision Station by the Muslim

In 1904, the Dekina Mission station was set onlfiyghe Muslims i
order to prevent the spreading of Christianityhie &iea by
Missionaries. In 1905, another riot took place iEkida. It was betwer
the Christians and the Muslims. The Muslims war@édstianity to b
eradicated in the area. While the Christians iadigh the spreading
Christianity on the area.

About ten British Soldiers lost their lives underjdtaverrick in
another riot that took place in the same area #iteburning of th
Mission Station at Dekina by the natives who wengshins. Howeve
in December, 1905, the Missionaries withdrewrfrDekina area, bt
they left the Christian villages which they hadagsshed in the are

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Account for the role of Sir Lord Lugard in regatdseligion ir
Northern Nigeria around 1900 to 19

4.0 CONCLUSION

You are nowconcluding the study of the Roman Catholic Missit
Nigeria in the early 1890s to 1905 in this uniteTMissionaries we
able to stop human sacrifice, slavery and the wprshancestral goc
in the Eastern Nigeria through Christianity. Thésoaestablishe
Christian villages in the area.

Many Primary Schools were also established to thildren in th

Eastern and Northern Nigeria. The Missionaries atsempted t
establish mission stations in the Northern partsigéria
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However, they were confronted with many obstaalemfthe Muslim
in the Northern area. For this reason, they h#d bichievements in t
Northern Nigeria.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit, you have studied the following facts:

Attempts were made by the Missionaries to estaibligsion stations i
the Northern Nigeria. The policy of Sir Lord Lugdrshdered the spre
of Christianity in the Northerhligeria. The Missionaries fac
hostilities from the Northerners. For example, itmeission statior
were burnt down in Dekina. However, they were ablestablish
Mission station at Dekina where freed slaves waredt for by them |
1903.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1.bState the roles of the Missionaries in the jhgnof Christianity it
the Northern parts of Nigeria.

2.bNarrate the obstacles that confronted the Cathossionaries in tf
Northern Nigeria between 1900 to 1€

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Kalu, O.U. (1980)l'he History of Christianity in West Africa. Ess
Lectures London: Longmat

Ade Ajayi, J.F. (197)Christian Missions in Nigeria 1841891. Th
Making of a New Elitt Longman.
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MODULE 2 THE PROTESTANT MISSIONS

Unit 1 Sir Lord Lugard’s Promise to the Emirs

Unit 2 The Activities of Christians in Egba Land

Unit 3 Christianity in Niger Delta Are

Unit 4 Christianity in Brass Area

Unit 5 The imposition of Christianity on the It

Unit 6 The Planting of Christianity in Akoko-Kukuruku Area
Unit 7 The Planting of Christianity in Kaba Area

UNIT 1 SIR LORD LUGARD’Ss PROMISEs TO THE
EMIRS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1 The Appointment of Emirs by Sir Lord Lugard
3.2 Tugwell’'s Missionary journey to Kano

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 TutorMarked Assignmel

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit discusses the relationship between thigsBrGovernment, tt
Missions and the Emirs in the Northern Nigeriathe previous un
you have learnt that attempts were made by theibfiases to plar
Christianity in Dekina area. In the same unit, yawe also learnt tr
the Missionaries were faced with hostilities in #rea. In this unit, yc
will also lean about the administration of Missionaries in a@therr
Nigeria. On the other hand, you will also learnatttbe policy of Si
Lord Lugard which had hindered the spread of Clngty in the
Northern Nigeria. In this unit you will learn hd8ir Lord Lugartc
exercised British authority over the Northern peojplor example, |
installed some rulers who agreed with him in théhoe o
administration of the Northern Nigeria. Moreovéie use of the Emi
y Sir Lord Lugard in his administraticn the area encouraged ther
kick against the establishment of Christianityceife had earli
promised them that he would not allow other reingio exist in the are
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2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able
. explain whether the British rule was a help orradrance to tr

Christian Mission in the Northern Nigeria
. discuss the attitudes of the Englishmen againssdnmity

. discuss the attitudes of the white men in favouheflslamir
religion in the Northern Nigeria
. state the problems of finance that confronted tligsidnaries i

the spread of Christianity in the Northern Nige
3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Sir Lord Lugard’s Promise to the Emir

By 1903, Sir Lugard had succeeded in imposing thigsBrauthorit
over various groups in the Northern Nigeria. Heapigd Emirs wh
accepted to co-operate with his method of admatisinto rule the
entire Northern Nigeria on his behalf. Lugard dtsgically use:
military power to suppress the Fulani people whaldave kicke
against the rule of the British government in th@imgdom. While th
Hausa people submitted themselvethwr Emirs who subjected the
to the rule of the British. He promised them thiatrinle would be ju:
and fair, and that every man would be free to wipr&od as pleased.

At the installation of the newly appointed SultdrSokoto in Marck
1903, hepromised that his government would not interferenhe
Muslim religion in the Northern Nigeria. This statent cause
satisfaction and pleasure to the people of SokalgpRate. However, ¢
the other hand, the promise of Lugard as statedealbie@ame th
source of controversy when Tugwell and his partgentheir journey t
Kano to plant Christianity. b On the other hand,dbming o
Christianity to Northern Nigeria coincided with theming of th
military to the region. For this reasongetBEmirs were against t
Christians and the Soldiers in their territoriekefiefore, th
Missionaries were handicapped in the planting afitianity in the
area. They could not plant Christianity in the ameere they wel

eing opposed by the Musis who have been assured by the Bi
government that no religion would be allowed in thern Nigeri
except Islam. Residents in Northern Nigeria attegtethis by sayin
that the British authorities deemed it prudentetstnict Missionar
enterpise in the Muslim emirates till the introductiohtbe railway
communication that came which made the army’s mEse the are
more secured. Ayandele believes that the adminisgateed the fear
Islam to counteract the influence of the Chuxtiksionary Society wit
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the Colonial office. The cautious attitude of Lujaaused gre
disappointment to the Missionaries irrtNorthern Nigeria. Apparen
Tugwell assumed that Missions would follow the taily expeditions i
the Northern Nigeria just as they had in ljebu angthe Southern pe
of Nigeria.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Why was Christianity not able to flourisin the Northern part «
Nigeria®

4.0 CONCLUSION

The role of the British government cannot be ovekéd in the set ba
that Christianity suffered in the Northern Nigeas you might ha
learnt in this unit. The promise that Lugard hadliento thepeople o
Northern Nigeria that gave them assurance tha¢ twéuld be no oth
religion in the area except Islam probably mdseHausaFulan
people to accept Christianity in the early petioat the religion we
introduced to them by the MiBnaries. The promise made by Lugat
some of the Emirs in the Northern Nigeria on tretrretion of othe
religions probably made some Emirs to kick agaseshe Evangelis
such as Tugwell and his party in Kano when theadtto plar
Christianty in the area. However, the coming of the railvirayn the
Southern part of Nigeria paved the way for someudarworkers ar
traders to plant Christianity in Kano, Kaduna, ihoand other parts
the Northern Nigeria.

5.0 SUMMARY

The Governor of the Crown Colony in Nigeria neettezicoeperatiol
of the people of the Northern Nigeria to pay tax® Government, fi
this reason, they allowed the religion of Islam e¥hihey met i
Northern Nigeria as the only official religion dfe people. Beddes, th
Colony wished to have the area as their colonyhegp, in conjunctio
with the Emirs, were ruling the Northern area byawis called indire
rule.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1.bWhat will you consider as the reason for the cordrsies a the
introduction of Christianity in the Northern PaftMigeria”

2.bShould the Emirs of the Northern Nigeria be l@drfor the set ba
Christianity suffered in the North?. Discuss.
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UNIT 2 THE ACTIVITIES OF CHRISTIANS IN EGBA
LAND

CONTENTS

1.0Introduction

2.00bjectives

3.0Main Content
3.1 Henry Townsend and Wilheim arrived Badagry
3.2 Reverend Johnson Samuel Appointed the Secret

Egba United Government

40 Conclusion

5.C Summary

6.C  TutorMarked Assignmel

7.C  References/Further Rding:

1.  INTRODUCTION

In the first unit, you studied the roles of Lugamt the Emir
obstruction of the planting of Christianity in Nioern Nigeria. You ha\
also read about how the establishment of the rgiiw#ligeria aide
the spread of Chriignity in the Northern Nigeria in the early 90$18
unit will enlighten you on the planting of Chrigtity in Egba land i
Nigeria

2.C OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. discuss how Christianity was planted in Egba land
. identify the problems that confront the spread bfi§lianity ir
Egba land.

3.C MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Henry Townsend and Wilhem Arrived Badagry

On 24 December, 1842, Reverends Henry Townseni\alheim
arrived Badagry and worshipped with Reverend Biofeman wh
was an adherent of Methodist faith. On 29 Decenit#42, Townser
left Badagry for Egba land. He was received by Qbdeke ¢
Abeokuta. All commercial activities were suspentiedielcome th
Missionaries to Egba land since they requsbe them to plar
Christianity in the land. The Missionaries estdi#id Mission Station
Abeokuta on 27 July, 1846. Abeokuta was made tredbjearters of tf
other Mission Stations for Yoruba land. In 184& @hurch Missional
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Society planted their Missions in the following tosy Ake,Owu, Ikije
Itoku, and Igbein. The Missionaries establisheddayrSchool, ar
Primary £hools for both the old and young people in Egipa.|& he
wives of the Missionaries cared for the women db&tand. In Egk
land, the Missionaries were also involved in thengenic, commercie
social and political life of the people as statgddshitelu. The
encouraged the people to trade by using Ogun Rivevaterway fc
trading. They bought and sold farm product sucpahs oil and cottol
In 1862, the Missionaries built Ake Orphanage iregkuta to take ca
of Orphans in the land. Theiséion also established a News pi
called Iwe Irohin in Yoruba language. It was uss@anedium (
information for the people in Egba land in 1¢

3.2Reverend Johnson Samuel Appointed the Secretary
the Egba United Governmen

In 1902, Reverend Johnson Samuel was appointed thetagoof thi
Egba United Government. He was also known as AdgggmEdur
C.B. Moor was also appointed the treasurer of th@e®y. The highe
judicial authority in Egba land was no longer hejdhe Ogbonis but t
a Christian named J. Martin. While Reverend D.Ollisvins became tf
‘Prime Minister’ of the Alake around 1898 and 19011900, the Alak
of Egba land named Gbadebo attended Church seat/ibe opening
the Townsend Wood Memiat Church. Since then he attended sen
regularly. He became a devoted Christian and albvedithe tradition:
customs of the land. For instance he allowed lus fa be seen by |
chiefs. Further more, He prayed to God wheneveughbor illness

efell his domain.Oba Gbadebo no longer consuliedets fol
solution to the problems of Egba land But went&aint Peter’'s Churt
to pray to the living God to solve such problems.dtso had a Chapl:
for the king's palace in Abeokuta town. ®badebo paid a visit to |
king of England in 1904. king Edward vii gave hirBible as a speci
gift.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

State the roles of the Alake of Egba land in theag of the Gospel
his land.

4.C CONCLUSION

You have read inis unit that the Egba people sent for Missionaia
plant Christianity in their area. They acceptedigttanity and it brougl
to them social, spiritual, educational and econagaicis which furthe
spread to the other areas of Yoruba land. Chnigyigpaved way for Ok
Gbadebo to pay visit to England. The happinessgants which othe
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Yoruba people saw among Christians gbg land made them of
their gates to the Missionaries. The Christians wire traders al:
spread their faith to some parts of Northern Naeri

5. SUMMARY
In this unit, you have learnt the following:

The Abeokuta people welcomed the Missionamethéir land an
allowed themto plant Christiani

Many Mission Stations were opened by the Missi@saim Egba land.
The Missionaries established a vernacular newspagded “lwe
Iroyin”.

6.0 TUTOR- MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss the roles dflake of Egba land in the spree of
Christianity in Egba land.
2. State the benefits of Christianity to the peayl&gba.

7. REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Ayandele, E.A. (1966]Jhe Missionary Impact on Modern Nige
1842-191:A Political and Social Analysis, London: Longman.

Ade- Ajayi, (1977).@ristian Missions in Nigeria 1841891 Th
Making of a New Elit London: Longman.
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UNIT 3 CHRISTIANITY IN NIGER DELTA AREA
CONTENTS

1.0Introduction
2.00bjectives
3.0Main Content
3.1 Christianity in Bonny
3.2 The Contribution of King George Pepple | in therfilag
of Christianity
4.C Conclusion
5.C Summary
6.C Tutor-Marked Assigmen
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.C  INTRODUCTION

This unit will introduce you to the planting of G$tranity in the Nige
Delta. Many Mission Stations were established byous Missions i
the area. This is because the people of the aesaivited som
Missionaries to establish their Mission Stationshie area. The peoj
welcomed the Missionaries because they wanted tbesducate the
children. Christianity brought peace to the peablBelta area. Kin
William Pepple invited th Presbyterians to establish a Mission st
in the area. He paid the salaries of the Missi@sari This brie
introduction to this subject should spur you talgtmore about tf
planting of Christianity in the Delta area by vaisaviissions

2.C OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able

. discuss how Christianity got to Delta area

. enumerate the benefits that Christianity broughhé&opeople ¢
Delta

. describe the negative attitude of Jaja to the graiChristianit
in Delta area.

3.C  MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Christianity in Bonny

In 1864 Christianity got to the Niger Delta area. Missidat®ns wer
established in Bonny, in 1864, Brass in 1868, Calab1874 an

Okrika in 1880. The people were responsible ferakpenses of t
Missionaries that were stationed in thaieas. They did this in order
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the Missionaries to educate their children whony thelieved would kt
enlightened to boost thecommercial trades in the future. Besides
land of Bonny which was known for violence becaragynpeaceful as
result of Christians’ involvement in the politiGahd social affairs of t
city. The establishment of the Christian Missiorthia aea encourage
King William Pepple who was the ruler of Bonny ldrmetween 183
and 1867. He then appealed to the Presbyterianiaviigs Edinburg|
1848 to come to his kingdom and establish a Misstation He and h
chiefs volunteered to supporetleducational programmes which t
wanted the Missionaries to embarked on in the &edhermor

etween 1849 and 1860, the King offered to pay thnial salaries «
the Missionaries worth five hundred pounds in otdezncourage the
to spread th&ospel in his land. However, the Presbyterian Missiie:
turned down the offer because the Bonny peopl@dicgree t
abandon their traditional religion. Again in 18&4ng William Pepplt
approached Samuel Ajayi Crowther who was in chafgheNiger
Mission to open a Mission Station in Bonny areal867, Crowthe
accepted the invitation of the King and he esthblisa Mission Static
in Bonny. The religion of Christianity dominatechet religions in th
area. This however led the oppasitgroups especially the Mani
Pepple to cause civil war in the area. The civil Wk place betwe
1869 and 1873. The Manilla Pepple wagged war agtiasAnnie
Pepples who had accepted Christianity and also clbed the politice
affairs d the area. But the Christian groups had the uppad over th
Manillas and this made Jaja fled Bonny. Among teegbe who ha
accepted Christianity in the area were Oko Jumlotila@ Annie Pepp
people. They were very devoted to their new reti@nd thus incurre
the hatred of the no@hristians in the area. Despite their hatred
Jumbo submitted himself to learning, reading anitig. He wen
about reading the Bible even in Qua Ibo marketfaingous oil trad
area. His action of readirige Bible in the public places indicated
he supported the spread of Christianity in BonmaaOko sponsor:
thirteen pupils in the boarding school at a cosire# hundred and fif
six pounds. In addition to this, he also built weo for the GQurch bel
in Bonny

3.2 The Contribution of King George Pepple | to the Speac
of Christianity in Bonny

Jumbo further championed the campaign on stoppiaditling of twins
in Bonny in 1868. Jaja was against the Christiangpfeaching agair
the sacrifice of the iguanas, that is, the big lizarthe idol of the lan
So, he persecuted the Christians in the land. Hewyélre Missionarie
did protect the family of Manilla Pepple by prowidishelter for them
the mission house. But the e of Jaja, they had no protector for
reason, they were killed in the civil war. Jaja €shop Ajay
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Crowther as his enentizerefore, would not welcome him and o
Christians in the new land named Opobo which herbkxtated afte
escaped from Bonny.

In 1867, King George Pepple | became the King afiiBo He was ¢
adherent of the Anglican Church in Bonny land. Heceiiaged th
citizens to abandon their traditional religion @nristianity. He als
encouraged them to adopt the white man’s dres&iegrge Pepple h
his formal education in England where he was cdedantc
Christianity. He also accepted the Whitan civilization which h
introduced to his people in Bonny Kingdom. He kidkayains

elonging to secret society while he was on therthria the land. F
encouraged his subjects to serve the living Gogadsof idols of th
land. George avoidedeltaking of oaths and performing of
traditional rites in the land. Instead, he kephi®Christian fait
[Ayandele pp.7879]. He also replaced their traditional constitntiith
the Christian constitution. George gave the citizequal rights ah
gave slaves freedom in the land of Bonny. He asght Sunde
School Children on Sundays in Bonny. In 1881 he agminted th
Finance Committee member of the Niger Mission. elekgolitica
advice from the Missionaries instead of the tradail chiefs of Bonn
land. He was hated by the chiefs for these actiods. patronize
Missionaries in order to liberate his people frgnarance ar
superstitious beliefs. All Christians in the langayed brotherhoo
freedom, individual rights, juste and honour that were lacking dui
the reign of Jaja.

Under Jaja, slaves were badly fed andréated. For examp
according to Ayandele, slave masters had poweafeodhd death ov
them. The ruling house denied slaves many libestet asreedom c
speech and inheritance marrie

However, in 1901, Lord Lugard, the Governor of iiger area, enact
a law that abolished unjust practices in the &k outcome of tf
presence of the Missionaries in the Niger Delta andicated thathe
acceptance of Christianity by slaves in the argagthem from th
humiliation of the ruling house. Christians in #mea became the m
useful and lawabiding citizens of the land. According to Ayandehes)
were industrious and they practicthe principles of their faith and tt
were found more trustworthy than the nGhristians. In the Nig
Delta area, Christianity provided a social levéterthe citizens. F¢
example, slaves were treated equally with theiefshand the childre
of chiefs and slaves attended the same school stitepgether in t
same class room to learn and worship in the samiec6h However, i
1883, the Church Missionary Society tried to makay the
headquarters of the Niger Mission thinking thagtgip Ajayi Crowthe
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and the European Missionaries would leave in tka.arhe chiefs of tl
land put the case before King Jaja vautvised them to reject the of
for it would pave way for the British to colonizgeim. But Georc
pressed the chiefs to allow the Missionaries taldsth in the are
However, he was accused by Jaja that he had ihterde issu

ecause he wagven one thousand pounds by the Missionari

ribe. For the wrong notion which Jaja had agaimstestablishment
the mission station in the land, he advised thefshbd send aw:
African Missionaries including Bishop Samuel Aj&@rowther. Th
chiefs therefore sent away Bishop Crowther fronir tiaed.
Consequently, Bishop Crowther relocated to Brasisemtablished
Mission station.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the roles of some chiefs in the plantin@lofistianity in Delta.
4.C CONCLUSION

The people of Delta invited the Missionaries tadrtiaeea to plar
Christianity in various places. As a result, thesls@med th
Missionaries to their land. They also contributedhe welfare of tr
Missionaries voluntarily. For instance, KiWilliam Pepple support:
the Presbyterian to establish Mission station ahdals in the are
Some of the chiefs believed in Jesus Christ. Thieyad their childre
to receive formal education from the Schools thaterestablished |
the Missioraries. However, Jaja kicked against the Missiosde his
selfishness. You have also learnt that Ajayi Cr@wntas sent aw:
from the area. He later relocated to Brass whereshablished
Mission station.

5. SUMMARY

The following are the major points you have leanrthis unit:

o The people of Delta invited some Missionaries talasst
various Mission stations in the area.
o The people of Delta aided the Missionaries witlafice to pa

their workers. Many schools were established byMrssionarie
in the area as means of converting them into Ganisy.

o Some of the pupils were also used to interpregtspel t
people in the Niger Delt

o Later the Missionaries were persecuted by somescimehe are
in order to achieveheir selfish end

o The persecution became a blessing to the sprethe éospel t

other areas, such as Brass area.
6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
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1. Christianity brought progress to Delta people. Dssc
2. Why did Jaja persecute the Missionaries?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Ayandele, E.A. (1966 he Missionary Impact on Modern Nige
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UNIT 4 CHRISTIANITY IN BRASS AREA
CONTENTS

1.0Introduction

2.00bjectives

3.0Main Content
3.1 The Invitation of the Missionaries to Brass Land
3.2 The Imposition of Christianity on the Ibo

40 Conclusion

5.C Summary

6.C  TutorMarked Assignmel

7.C References/Further Readi

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit introduced you to the planting of Chiasiity in the Brass are
It is interesting to note that while others wenecéng the Missionarie
in their land, the Brass people were anxious teivecttem and wis
them to plant many Mission Stations in their lafke chiefs of the lar
volunteered themselves to aid the spread of Canisyi in their area
However, in 1871, there was an out break of sipai-that killed man
children in the areand Christians were held responsible. They
persecuted by some of the traditional chiefs asalt. All these yo
will learn in this unit. Despite the persecutionGlfristians in Bras
some prominent chiefs were won for Jesus Chrigtedand. You will
also learn from this unit how Christianity brougleiace to the people
Brass.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able

. identify the reasons why the Brass people invike
Missionaries

. discuss how Christians weelater persecuted by some of
chiefs in Brass

o State the reasons for imposing Christianity onliios.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1  The Invitation of the Misionaries by Bra

The Missionaries were invited by the people of Briasplan
Christianity in their land between 1884 and 1887.
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The chiefs accepted Christianity as their mairgrefi of their societ
However, in 1871, #re was an out break of smallpox that affected
children. Some people in the land accused Christiaat they were tl
ones that caused it. The Brass chiefs imposeceaofiseventy thousa
pounds on all the adherents of Christianity inldme.  After the
payment of the fine the slaves in Brass gained tedadom from th
chiefs in Brass. The slaves put their faith intagice by behaving ve
well in the land of Brass. In 1874, King Ockiyatiisd that Christian
in the land were law-abiding citizens.[Ayandele919pp.8485]. In
1879, political and social affairs changed in Bras<hristianit
influenced their lives positivel

Furthermore, it was reported by Ayandele that KDukiya and th
other chiefs of Brass hal surrendered their idols and they bec
Christians in 1876. In the same year, many peoplenon and Nemt
the capital of Brass were converted by the Churddsidnary Sociel
into Christianity. Samuel Ajayi Crowther was in olga of the area a:
Missionary. The King and the chiefs of the arepeeted him fc
educating them and their Childr

3.2The Presbyterian Misionaries in Ibo Lanc

The Presbyterian Missionaries imposed Christiamityhe 1bo arour
1898.The imposition of Christianity dhe Ibo was champion by A
Chukwu people during an expedition around 1898wBeh 19011902
Sir Ralph Moor and the Presbyterian Missionariegado force th
people to accept Christianity. They did it by degiing the juju that we
the citadel bthe traditional religion of the Ibo.  Dr Rattray medice
missionary accompanied the warriors or troops to lalwarcattack ¢
the people. When the troops defeated the Ibo, Br Adams starte
preaching the Gospel to them. After some weekses Johnson ar
Mary Slessor preached the Good News to the Ibb888, the Nige
Company forced the Chiefs of Asaba to set freeesldlvat were in the
possessions. They were also directed to hand bedrded slaves to t
S.M.A. Missionaries whatarted the spread of the Gospel in the L«
Niger area since 1884. In 1893, Egbosha becametjeat in Isse-
Uku.

The regent invited the S.M.A. to establish a Missgtation in the lan
Chiefs of the land were evangelized and they bedcamsians. Amon
them were Eyo Honesty ii of Creek Town. Both thegkand their chie
set their slaves free. The slaves became Christtagi®sha al¢
abandoned the traditional rites. Instead, he prayeide Living God t
overcome problems of the landoreover, the Scottish Missionar
also spread the Gospel to Itu and in the Sdi#bkt area. And the Nic
Delta Pastorate continued the spread of the Gasple¢ Delta area. Tl
Qua Ibo Mission Congregationalist organization elf&st establishe
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their Mission station Headquarters at Etinam. Thethddist
established their Headquarters at Uzuakoli. Ther€hlissionar
Sogety established their Headquarters at Onitsha.Rdman Catholi
Mission also established their Headquarters ingbait The Rom:z
Catholic Mission spread the Gospel to Awka and @wérhile the
Church Missionary Society and the S.M.A. spreadGbepel toward
Benin and the  Kukuruku area.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Name three Mission stations in the Ibo land antkgstee benefits th
the people in the area derived from Christianity.

4.C CONCLUSION

From the beginning of this unit, you have sadlthe various metho
that were used by the Missionaries to spread tlep@a@among tr
people in their various locations in Nigeria. Yaah also studied
this unit how the invited warriors defeated theglemf Ibo. In the uni
you have learrhow people like Adams, Rattray and Mary Sle
accompanied the Missionaries into the land of bwes in Nigerie
Besides, you have learnt how some Missionaries gditfieir faiths i
Ibo land between 1888 to 1893. It is believed ttoat have alsogarn
that some Missionaries used Ibo land as their heatieys for the spre
of the Gospel to other parts of Nigeria. For insggrOnitsha was us
as the headquarters by the Catholic Mission toagptieeir faith t
Awka and Warri areas in Nigeri&Vhile the Church Missionary Soci
and S.M. A.also used Onitsha for their Mission lugemdters to spre:
the Gospel to Benin and the Kukuruku area.

5. SUMMARY

From the beginning of this unit, you have studieg tarious metho
that were used bye Missionaries to spread the Gospel amon
people in their various locations in Nigeria. Yok also studied
this unit how the invited warriors defeated thegdemf Ibo. In the uni
you have learnt how people like Adams, Rattray ldiady Slesso
accompanied the Missionaries into the land of bwes in Nigeria.

Besides, you have learnt how some Missionaries gdiattieir faiths i
Ibo land between 1888 to 1893. It is believed jtoat have also lear
that some Missionaries used Ibo lagitheir headquarters for the spi
of the Gospel to other parts of Nigeria. For insggrOnitsha was us
as the headquarters by the Catholic Mission toagptieeir faith t
Awka and Warri areas in Nigeria. While the Churclsdibnary Socief
and SM.A. also used Onitsha for their Mission headograrto spree
the Gospel to Benin and the Kukuruku area.
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6.C TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss some lay people who were involved in threagp of th
Good News in Ibo land.

2. Account for the spread of Christianity to Warri.

7. REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Ade Ajayi, J. F. (1977)Christian Missions in Nigeria, 1841891: Thq
Making of a New Elite,.ondon Longman

AyandeleE. A. (L1966)The Missionary Impact on Modern Nige
1842-1914] ondon Longman
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UNIT 5 THE PLANTING OF CHRISTIANITY IN
AKOKO- KUKURUKU AREA

CONTENTS

1.0Introduction
2.00bjectives
3.0Main Content
3.1 The Planting of Christianity in Akoko- Gbangiri
40 Conclusion
5.C Summary
6.C  TutorMarked Assignmel
7.C References/Ftier Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will study how the adherents lo¢ tAnglican faith in
town at AkokoGbangiri named Ogori came in contact with
adherents of the Anglican faith from other Westeauts of Nigeria wh
were traders. He people of Ogori spread Christianity to othergbedr
Akoko-Gbangiri. You will also study how the people laterited
Joseph Okorogbo, a teacher and a Catholic faithérhber in the ar
to teach them the art of reading and writing Yoralphabetd. The

elieved that this would boost their interactiontwather traders who
they might come across in their business. Aftey teed learnt how 1
read and write from Okorogbo, they embarked onrigaend spreadir
of the Gospel to their neighbours at Akokabangiri are:

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able

. describe how Christianity was spread to other pErskoko-
Gbangiri by the Ogori people

. identify the benefits that were derived from Chaisity by the
Akoko- Gbangiri people.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Planting of Christianity in Akoko- Gbangiri Area
The AkokoGbangiri area comprises Ogori and Magonc
Ogori/Magongo Local Government in Kogi State, Bekitrampes:
Semolika, Ibillo, Enisan, Odagbala, Ojilami, Ikpedjah, Ogugt

Makeke, Umoga and Ososo in Akoko-Edo Local GovemtrireEdo
State. Between 1820 and 1860, AkdkRbangiri was administered
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part of the Northern Nigeria by Massawa, the Erhilope in Nige
State of Nigeria, and Ikardkoko was made the headquarters o
Nupe Emirate. Before the coming of Christianityttie area, Africa
traditional religion and Islam were the religiorfglze people

Islam was introduced to the people by the Nupeliusaders arour
1860. However, in 1865, the Royal Niger Companyéelthe people
Akoko-Gbangiri to chase away the Nupe warriors who weee
terrorising them under the Emir Massawa of Nupéd.|8ie Roye
Niger Company took over Akol- GbangiriArea from the Nug
warriors. But in 1900, the British Government tander the area. <
Fredrick Lord Luggard was made the Govergeneral by the Britis
government. He controlled Akok@bangiri people and the Lok
Areas. The presence of Sir Ldrdggard in the Lokoja Area broug
freedom to the people of Akoko- Gbangiri. From 1,888me of Akoko-
Gbangiri people who had run to other lands staréaning to the
various homes. Some of such returnees who hadoih@rtnity tc
engage in trading with other people outside Ak@kmangiri, they can
in contact with Christianity. According to AkandE09), many trade
who were indigenes of Akok@bangiri who hailed from Ogori we
introduced to the Church Missionary Society by otheders irgjirin
near ljebuO©de area. Among the traders who were adherenks
Church Missionary Society in Ogori were Messrs Mo&auwes
Egbadi, Daniel Akerele, Samuel Aiyebusi and JoBlalamola. Thes
people brought the people of Ogori together any formed Bible
reading groups in Ogori. In 1911, the Bible readyngup of Ogori we
turned into the Church Missionary Society. The @geople invited th
late Joseph Okorogbo from Okpe in Edo State to dgarder to teac
them how to read the HoBible. Okorogbo was a Roman Cath
faithful. He was probably educated by the Romarh@lat Missionarie
who arrived at Benin in early 19b Century. Thishably gave him tt
opportunity to educate the Ogori people. Adults wdeived forme
education under Joseph Okoropo at Ogori joinednitigenous trade
that brought Christianity to Ogori in Christian wbip services in 191
In 1913, these Christians at Ogori constituted tS2g@ter’'s Churcl
Ogori. In the same year, the Churciiried many of her members
Evangelists. They became Roving Evangelists in AkGlangiri Area.

Samuel Aiyebusi was sent to Ososo to spread thpebosthe area. £
a result of the presence of Aiyebusi in the ardhgeents of tr
Anglican faith n Ogori established a Mission Station in Ososo92(
They named the Mission Station Saint Peter's Chuddwoso. In th
same year, Mr. Isaac Tenabe was posted from Owsidhistation t
Ogori by the Anglican Church in the area to forrmalihe presece o
the Anglican Communion in the area. He was alsoam
teacher/catechist of both the Church and the $ater’s school th
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was established by the Anglicans in Ogori. The stivas founded &
them in order to train their children on how todeand write in th
Yoruba and English languages in order to boost thailes with othe
Christians especially in Yoruba land. Wever, many pupils that we
trained in the school were engaged by the AnglMasion to preac
and train pupils in the Mission schools that westklished by tt
Anglican faith members in Akokd<ukuruku area:

The catechist/ teachers used mangtetties to convert the Kukurt
people. Among these were house to house evangéhsmse of ope
places for evangelism, class meetings, visitateons Sunday services
mention but a few methods.[Owolabi 2005 PP19Q;112, 170, 17¢
On 28b Mach, 1920, the Yoruba Mission Stations and Northdigeric
Mission Stations were constituted into the Lagosdese. The Revere
Frank Melville Jones was its first Bishop. On tigb Df"Septembe
1920, the Bishop posted Reverend Lackland Augustnson to Ikare-
Akoko. He took over Akoko-Ka a Mission Stations. In 1924, a Chu
Council was held at Ogori, the Council approvedédlsvation o
Akoko, Ogori Churches together with Ka  a Churches and Eb
Churches to the status of District Chiu€ouncil under tt
superintendence of Reverend Lennon. Olagboye[28@#s that fc
easy administrative purpose, Lennon divided tea arto five group
as follows: Ikare Mission Station, 16 stations,Skhools; Ogori &
Mission Stations, 17chools; Arigidi 32 Mission Stations, 18 Scho
Oka-Akoko 20 Mission Stations,14 Schools and Kaba, 28sMr
Stations, 16 Schools. The above named Missidin&tacontinued |
spread the Good News in their areas. As a resalymeople becar
Christians and also became educated Many of therewiiseof th
Anglican faith in the areas were engaged in tradamgl othe
professions to earn their living and also spread@bod News wherey
they went

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Account for therole of Okorogbo in the spread of Christianit
Akoko- Gbangiri area of Nigeria.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, you have learnt about the traders wivded the Anglica
Mission to take over the planting of Christianitiriah they brougt
with them flom the Yoruba land as a result of their engagem
trading with some adherents of the Anglican falthe adherents of t|
Anglican faith in Ogori planted Christianity in matowns and village
in the Akoko- Gbangiri area. Many Mission Stati@mslschools wer
established by the adherents of the Anglican faithe area i
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question. The adherents benefited from Christiahigy was introduce
to them by some of the Ogori Mission evangelisét Wirere sent out |
membes of Saint Peter’'s Anglican Church, Ogori, betw&8m1 tc
1960s to spread the Good News to other areas eridiglany peop!
who received Jesus Chras their Saviour were engaged in var
trades, such as trading, teaching, preaching anctaiing in Churches.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have studied the strategies Wexe used by tt
indigenes of Akoko-Gbangiri to plan Christianitythre aea. Amon
such strategies, mentioned could be made of th@nfimig; schools
trades, evangelism, and Church services to mebtiba few.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. The planting of Christianity in Akokdsbangiri was through tl
efforts of the inligenes of the area. DisctL

2. State the role of Western education in the plantinGhristianity
in Akoko- Gbangiri Area.

7. REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Akande, P.A. (1999)T'he Coming of Christianity to Ogori(19111899).
A David Muga publication(place of publication natlicated).

The National Archives C. M. S. (Y) 2/2/20 Ibac

Owolabi, A.J. (2005)The Growth of thé&nglican Church in “Akoko-
Ka a District” of Nigeria. Thesis submitted in Fulfiient of th
requirements for the award of tbegree of Doctor
Philosophy in Christian Studies, Department of Rehg
University of llori: Unpublished.

Ezekiel Komolafe [aged 90 years] Private IntervegvwDgori oi
7/8/2002.

Dr. Samuel Jemitola, [aged 70 years] Private Imganat Ogori on
7/8/2002.
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UNIT 6 THE PLANTING OF CHRISTIANITY IN
KABBA AREA

CONTENTS

1.0Introduction

2.00bjectives

3.0Main Content
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4.0Conclusion

5.0Summary
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7.0References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit will address how Christianity first reacthKaba through ol
of the freed slavesho had accepted Christianity while he was ens|
in the foreign land. Olowolayemo settled at Abeakon his freedo
from slavery. In 1900, he felt like coming backQuwe land were he w
sold out as a slave. He left for Obele his homentewintraduce the ne
religion which he had accepted in slavery.

But, before he was sold into slavery, he was anradhef the Africa
Traditional Religion in Obele land. on getting hgrhe introduced Jes
Christ to them as the only Saviour for mankind.téld his hearers th

intermediaries which they consulted in time of peofts, could nc
deliver therr

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able

. discuss how Christianity got to Owe land
. state the effect of Christianity in | a land.

3.C MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Introduction of Christianity to Kabba Land by
Olowolayemo

Mr. Obaganiye who was the father of Daniel Olowelawp was

warrior at Obet [Gbeleko] but he was hated by the people wholsen
out to Ebira land where he was assassinated. Hdye too were so
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into slavery. Among them was Daniel Olowolayemo an Quarg bu
the abolition of slave trade freed him. Olowolayesettled at Abeoku
and became a devout Christian.By 1900, he became bk, s
Olowolayemo returned home and began to preachabpeeHe wa:
the first Christian contact between the Ka and the Anglican Churc
In other words,the spread of Christianity in Ka aland was n
through the Missionaries but by Mr. Daniel Olowaay. By 190
Mr. Olowolayemo moved from Gbeleko to Ka  taavn in order t
continue the spread of the Gospel in Owe land aagb¥ land. But, ti
adherents of the African Traditional Religion in &¥and were agair
him because his new Christian religion which he intagatlin the lan
had turned many pete away from their indigenous religion. Mz
people were reported to have abandoned the woo$lipora (goc
(Adebola, 1980). For this reason, he could onjyraach the citizens
the town individually to preach the Good News. Hoare by 190¢
Olowolayemo was able to convert many freed slav&3dat quarters |
Ka atown. The Reverend Mycmlyre who was the Ministethe Hol
Trinity Church, Lokoja, became the roving pastartfee Kaba Missio
Station through the invitation of Owolayemo retyear 1905. In 19C
Mr. Paul Aribido was sent to Ka a as the first Mission Station agen
continue the spread of the Gospel. With the helplo©Olowolayemc
the Gospel spread into all towns and villages ire@and in the ear
1900s.Christianityas enlightened the people of Kaba and Yagbe
through formal education which it has providedtfeem.The adherer
of Christianity stopped consulting diviners for ahing, instead, the
resorted to prayers to solve their problems. Totigny Owe peopl
are now Priests and Church leaders in various deradions in Nigerie
Mr. Daniel Olowolayemo died in 1931 and was givelaistian burie
at Egbeda-Ka a.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE:

The enslavery of Olowolayemo is a blessing to Cavell Discuss.

4.C CONCLUSION

You have studied how Christianity came to Ka land through the he

work of Olowolayemo. The invitation of the Missiares from Lokoj:
y him helped the rapid spread of Christianity ir a land. Westel

education that accompaniduktintroduction of Christianity in the O
land also helped in converting many people inidne
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5.C

SUMMARY

If you have gonéhrough this unit conscientiously, you should beee
of the following points:

6.C

1.
2.

The freedom of Olowolayemo from slave

The conversion of Olowolayemo into Christianity lehhe wa
in slavery.

The return of Olowolayemo to Owe land.

The sharing of Christian faith with his people iw®land

The persecution of Christians in Owe land by thaditronalists.
The invitation of the Church Missionaries from Lgkd/lissior
Station by Olowolayemo to help in the spread ofGuspel il
Owe land.

Some benefits that are derived from Christianityth®y/people ¢
Owe land.

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Comment on the spread of the Gospel in Owe
Enumerate the benefits of Christianity to thepieof Owe land.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Alemayo, K. A. (1986).The Ofosi Cult in KabbaDepartment ¢

Christian Relgious Studies Kwara State College of Educa
llorin, N.C.E.Unpublished Long Essay.

Adebola, .B. (1980)Ebora Worship in Owe Landmmanuel Colleg

of Theology, Ibadan: Unpublished Long Essay.

Owolabi, A. J. (2005)The Growth of the Anglican Church in Akoko-

Kabba District” of Nigeria A Thesis Submitted in fulfillment «
the requirements for the award of the Degree oft@roa
Philosophy in Christian Studies, Department of Rehg
University of llorin, Unpublishes
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UNIT 7 THE PLANTING OF CHRISTIANITY BY THE
SUDAN INTERIOR MISSION
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1.  INTRODUCTION

From the previous unit, you learnt about thenging of Christianity i

oth Owe and Yagba land. In this unit, you will stutde growth c
Christianity in Yagba land. One of the major poistshe establishme
of Mission Stations in the area by Titcombe a fgmer who volunteer
himself to cane over to Nigeria and helped in the spread of2bspe
to interior areas like Egbe lal

2.C OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able

. identify the role that Titcombe played in the plagtoi
Christianity in Yagba land
. describe the development of Christianity in Yagdoadl

3.C MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Coming of Sudan Interior Mision to Nigeria

The Sudan Interior Mission Missionaries came todxein 1893 t
plant Christianity. The first batch of the Sudatehor Missior that
came to the country were Walter Gowans, Thomas &edtRolan
Bingham. However, Gowans and Kent died in that sg@ae in Nigerie
As a result of their death, Bingham returned toddn In 190(
Bingham made a second trip to Nigeria. Hedmee sick, as a result,
could not make converts to Christianity. So he vtk to his count
for treatment. On getting well, he made his thirgdibnary journey i
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Nigeria, accompanied by a medical doctor. He sidnte Mission wor
among the Nupe people in Patigi. In 1902, Binghgened his firs
Mission station in Patigi. At the town, the missaaoy doctors treate
peope who were sick. For this reason, many adherentdarh religior
accepted Christianity. Many Mission stations wegperged in variot
parts of Nupe lan

3.2 The Spread of the Gospel in Yagba Lar

Daniel Onisanaiye was captured as slave at OgiagnState and wz
taken to Abeokuta. At Abeokuta, he grew to adulthand was able
redeem himself from slavery. He left Abeokuta faigbs. There he to
up painting as a profession. Daniel respondeddatspel, and beg
to attend Araromi Baptisthurch, Obalende. Evangelist Dr. Agk
was in charge of the Church. He taught his Churtembers to read a
write in Yoruba and English languages. Onisanagmig@pated in th
reading and learning processes. He bought a Ydsillle, read it an
taught others the Bible stories. Daniel marrielagos and had a st
As he studied the Bible, he had a vision to go gg#his home town
share the Gospel with his own people. This is beeas at that tim
Missionaries had not reach Ogga targlChristianity in the are

His wife and son tried to discourage him but herthtlyield. Danie
left Lagos for Ogga to begin preaching the Good 8lewmhis people. /
Ogga, he met his people who were fearful of ewl@othat trouble
them daily. His people spent their time and money appw the devil
the whim of the witch doctor in the village. Dangkached agair
such in the land. He taught them about the livirngl GHe taught the
that the only thing they needed in theirelbvwas Jesus Christ who cc
save them from their fear and not the witch dodd@miel was the fir:
Christian the people of Ogga ever had in theiagd. He read tl
Gospel from the Yoruba Bible to them daily and thstened to hin
By this mehod, he was able to convert some of his people
Christianity. In 1901, the Sudan Interior Missiaoy called Th
Evangelical Church of West Africa] sent four youngn up the Nige
River to Lokoja area in Kogi State to spread the@&hNews. In 1902
they established a Mission Station among the N@gople in Patigi i
Kwara State, Nigeria. Meanwhile Daniel and his peajpdl engage
praying to God to send Missionaries to them in Oggd

3.2 The Arrival of Mr. Lang to Patigi

In June 1905Mr. E.P. Lang and other Missionaries trekked froatid
spreading the Gospel towards Yagba land. As thedsaists got t
Ogga, they found a group of people listening toiBlaas he read al
interpreted the Holy Bible to them under the tiB®e Missonarie:
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decided to stay with Daniel and the people. Tlo&ygd the people
praying to God for the salvation of the Ogga pe. Daniel told th
visitors to send Missionaries to them establishshis stations in Yagl!
land. In 1906, Mr. Lang and his group revisited peeple. Man
converts at Yagba land demanded for water baptism Evangelis
Lang. He baptized them anefurned to Patigi. In 1906, the f
Evangelist of the Evangelical Mission returned am@&da. Mr. Charl¢
Waddel, who was one of the Evangelists who vidNageria appeale
to the Christians in Hamilton Ontario to take thes@el to Nigeriz
Tommie Titcombe volunteered come Nigeria to continuesfiread ¢
the Gospel. On July, 1908, a commissioning semw@&e held fo
Titcombe and others who volunteered to go to NageFitcombe arrive
in Patigi to continue the spread of the GospelghEespent some tim:
to preach the Gospel until God commanded him toenioun the plac
to Yagba land to spread the Good News there. H&&fgi for Egbe i
obedience to the voice of God. At Egbe, he estaddtisa Missio
station. In 1954, the Sudamnterrior Mission and other Missions
Nigeria came together to form an indigenous bodykmas th
Evangelical Churches of West Africa [E.C.W.A.] T@aurch ha
spread from Patigi to Egbe land. And from Egbeaxis the Northe!
Nigeria where miority populations are Hausa. It has also spredhe
East, West and Southern parts of Nigeria. The Ghhas establish:
Schools, Colleges, Hospitals and a university igeXa.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Account for the role of Daniel Onisanaiye iretplanting of Christiani
in Yagba land.

4.C CONCLUSION

In this unit, you have learnt that the spread ofisTianity in Yagba lan

egan with Mr. Daniel Onisanaiye who was andave converted
Christianity. However, as he gained his freedonrehaned to hi
people to share the Gospel with them. He also dareaGood News
other people beyond Yagba land. Also when the AcaerEvangelis
came to Yagba land, Mr. Daniel joined them to sprib@ Gospel i
Yagba land and beyond the area.

5.0 SUMMARY

It is expected that from the study of this unituywave learnt tt
following points:

o Daniel was the first indigene who spread the Gogpkls peopl
in Yagba land.
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2.

American Evangelists came to Patigi to plant Cilaunsty.
They extended the spread of the Gospel to Yaglzhdad othe
areas in Nigeria.

Titcombe established schools and colleges in Y& an
other area

Many Mission Stations were also planted by themmamy part
of Nigeria.

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Discuss the role of Titcombe in the planting of Stanity in

Yagba land.
Account for the spread of the Good News in Yagbd.

7.0REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Tommie Titcombe Sopic Haye, (197 Tyead upon the lion, Canada:

Sudan Interior Mission.
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MODULE 3 INDIGENOUS CHRISTIAN MOVEMENTS

Unit 1 Christ Apostolic Church of Nigeria

Unit 2 Cherubim and Seraphim Church, Nigeria

Unit 3 Celestial Church of Christ, Nigeria

Unit 4 The Impact of Christianity in Nigeria

Unit 5 Problems and Prospects of Christianity in Nigeria

UNIT 1 THE CHRIST APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF
NIGERIA

CONTENTS

1.0Introduction
2.00bjectives
3.0Main Content
b3.1Birth and Early Life of Apostle Joseph Ayo Babalola
3.2 The Call of Ayo Joseph Babalola
b3.ZHis Meeting with Faith Tabernacle at llofa
3.4 The First National Meeting of the Faith Tabernaa
llesa, Osun, State
b3.t The Great Revival held at Oke-Ooye
3.6 bThe Persecution of Joseph Babaial®31-32
3.7 DbApostle Babalola handed over the Churchrépifet S.C
Akande at Ede and pass away on Saturd&y 25b 289, 1
40 Conclusion
5.C Summary
6.C Tutor-Marked Assignmel
7.C References/Hther Reading

1.C INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn about the call of ApgesJoseph Babalc
who was the first indigenous Church founder in KimeBesides, yc
will also learn about how he has healed severgblpan Nigeria
Furthermore you will also read about how Babalola was usgoc
to perform miracles that brought joy to many peaplbligeria. Ir
addition to these, you will also learn about howrhated man
foreigners to spread the Gospel in Nigeria. Howether invitaion ol
the strangers cost him of loosing some of his mesiteetheir Churc
when they fell apart over doctrinal differencesYou will also learn hoy
he was persecuted by the then Government and mgewaple at Odo-
Owa in Kwara State, Nigeria. this study, you will also learn about
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marital life as an ideal Christian family. Lastlyoy will also lear|
about his predung.
2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit you should be able

. the call Apostle of Joseph Babalola

. describe his meeting with Faith Tabernacle meméklsfe

. identify the contributions of Babalola to the plagtof
Christianity in Nigeria

. discuss his persecution over the spread of the ébasNigeria.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Birth and Early Life of Joseph Ayo Babalola

Joseph Ayo Babalola was born at Qdea in Kwara State, Nigeria,
the 28b of April, 1904. His father was Pa DavaiMani Rotimi, whil
his mother was Martha Talabi Rotimi. Baihthem were of tr
Anglican Church in Nigeria. Pa Rotimi was one @ #darly stron
membes of the Anglican faith in the then Lagos Dioces&ligeria
Joseph Babalola started Primary School at Ifo.dter transferred fro
the place to Oshogbo @sun State, Nigeria. There he read Star
Four, but could not proceed further. For this reagabalola took &
appointment with the Public Works Department, Lakaon Kogi State
Nigeria. He was employed as a tractor driver. @nday, he was lled

y a mysterious voice to take up preaching as atumtaas he we
driving a roller on the road of AkureHesha in 1928. He thereat
heeded the call and resigned his appointment. Biblater marrie
Mrs Dorcas [nees Adetoun] a native of #es Osun State, Nigeria
1935.

3.2 The Call of Joseph Ayo Babalol

On October, 8b 1928, Babalola heard a Voice cahingfrom heave
to leave his job. He asked others who were neaifithey heard tr
voice that spke to him. But they said to him that they heardroize
The next day, he went to the Akutesa road to continue his work.
12 noon, Babalola heard the mysterious Voice thers®time repeatir
the same words that were spoken to him the prevaysSo he can
down from the roller and told one of his assistaotske over tr
driving of the roller from him. As the man startie roller, it cut fire
As a result of the burning of the roller, Babalmaigned hi
appointment with the Mintsy of works, Lokoja. While he return
from Lokoja, to Ipetujesa,the same Voice spoke to him to fast fo
days and also pray 120 times and he obeyed. slrobm, he saw
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very bright light, and a Voice accompanied thetliglaying to him thi
the Lord Jesus would like to send him with importaessage
various towns. The Voice further said to him ttidta did not obg his
words, he would die. For obeying the voice, he oot die. H
decided to heed the Voice. Babalola further hadlegion from heave
He began his ministry by paying visits to many tevamd villages in tf
Yoruba area preaching the Goodwsé. As he preached the Gospe
also healed many people that were ill. He went abnging a hand be
to call the attention of people his messages obsah. As Babalol
went to Odo-Owa to preach the Gospel, he was rejected by loisle
He pronounced epidemics on the people that disobédyetMord o
God which he preached to them. Many people atdmsentown wer
afflicted by small pox. However, those who hearl itord of God ar
obeyed it were healed by him. The people of thentdesded to Kill
him for they could no longer tolerate his words. A mvatunteere
himself to kill Babalola in the elders meetingttheas held to fin
solution to the problem of his preaching which tkkeymed wa
against them and their way of lif€he second day, as he was goinc
to proclaim the Good News, he saw a snake abaitik@ him on th
road. However, God sent an Angel that stood betvidadralola and tt
snake, and the heavenly Being used a sword indmid to kill the snak
Also, according to Ildowu,(2007), some evil spiritatttvere shoutir

ehind Babalola while he was preaching along thd,raksc
disappeared as he kept ringing the bell and proringrthe Word ¢
God to warn his people to repent of their evildtem the land

3.3 His Meeting with the Faith Tabernacle at llofa

At llofa in OkeEro Local Government, of Kwara State, there we
Anglican Church which had a Society named the FEatbernacle. Tr
and was headed by Daniel Ajibola in 1918. The Sg@adgged in a

season prayer meetings. He used the opportunitytdve the
membes of his Society to participate in many evangelisgtogramme
of the Church. The Society became attractive toynm@mbers of tr
Church in Nigeria. More members diet Anglican faith joined tt
Society. Mentioned could be made of Mr. J.B.SadatMiss Soph
Odunlami. The Faith Tabernacle Society became pouhong th
Anglicans in Nigeria. For instance, it has been tio@ed that th
following Anglican membes also joined the Society: Messrs
Akinyele, Odubanjo and Babatope. The Faith Tabéen@ociety spre¢
to the following towns through the Anglican Chultchgos, Ibadal
liebu-Ode, llesa and Zaria.

However, as more people joined the Society in Nagérbecam

affiliated to the ~ American Faith Tabernacle thas its headquarters
Philadelphia, USA. The members of the Society whiediin Lago
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invited Joseph Babalola to come and preach todbelp of Lago:
Joseph Babalola was hosted at the town hall ateEBlefun to preac
the Good News to the people who had gathered theessthere to he
him. According to ldwu, Babalola used six hours to addres
audience about his calling, he then preached toel Gl@ws to ther
Many people who were ill, were brought to him feahng and wei
healed. Many people also got converted. Accordinigjstorica
accountsBabalola said that the Holy Spirit, told him torjahe Societ
and he did. Babalola joined the Society and hebagsized into th
Faith before he continued in his missionary jourmeligeria
Members of the Faith Tabernacle chose Mr. J. A. alexse wh
probably hailed from K a area to accompany him in his missiol
journey to Odd®wa. Babalola did not limit himself to his homevig
as he also spread the Gospel to Ibadan. Many @eapit to hear hi
there and were saved. Many ill peemlere also healed by him at
various crusade grounds at Ibadan.

3.4 The First National Meeting of the Faith Tabernacleat
llesa, Osun Stat

A meeting was held at llesa on July 9b and 10b0188the  Fait
Tabernacle Society in Nigexi The main reason for holding the mee
was to settle the doctrinal differences among membkthe societ
Some members held that polygamists should not beti@dl into th:
Church. While another group among them acceptedidve that the
shoul be accepted into the Church, but they shouldeloged baptisn
Yet some other group also argued that polygamisigime given th
chance to attend Church services, but they musktleded fror
participating in the Holy Communion. Another isghai also needed
e settled was the case of the use of drugs totheaick. While son
elieved that only the name of the Lord Jesus Ckhetild be used
heal the sick, some others believed that both nastkbould be use
Among those groups whoamted the two methods to be combine
healing was Joseph Babalola who was station ia Béshis time

Besides, members of the society also planed todant® Babalola f
others as the leader of their Society. Members®fSociety assembl
at OkeOye Street in llesa town for the meeting on thevalroentione
date. Before the deliberation on the above isd&salola preached
the assembled members. After his preaching, h@esteaside with M
Medaiyese in one of the rooms that waadied in the church buildir
Delegates of the various Churches deliberated iaatlyf arrived at th
conclusion that a Christian husband should margywife. Likewise,
Christian woman should marry to one man. Whiledekegates we
deliberatingon the issue of divine healing, there was an intitlea
disrupted their discussion. It was the death dfill¢hat was broug
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from the farm by its parents for burial. As Babalbkard the cry of
community over the dead child, he was moved with thien he ha
compassion on the child and the parents. He pragdte dead chi
and the child was brought back to live.ighecame the first mirac
which all the delegates from various towns anchgiis that attended-
conference witnessed. The raising of the dead ,otdldvinced evel

ody that Jesus Christ is the Lord over sicknesslamdead. Eve

ody who sawhe child brought back to live believed in the Ldebu
Christ as the only Saviour and Messiah. Many peogio withesse
the miracle became convinced that Babalola wasphgt anointed t
God. As a result, many repented of their sins awhine coverted
Babalola stayed in the town spreading the Good Newsany day:s
Many people visited him and he prayed for them. &people broug
water to him to pray on it for their use. Accordiiogthe late Chie
Ezekiel Komolafe who also witnessea threat crusade that took pl
at llesa, there was a prominent king from Akokallarho was warne
not to drink the water which Babalola prayed onut Be king insiste
and drank the blessed water. Immediately, he telirdand blood beg:
to rush ait of his mouth and he died. Reverend Lennon, rgligar
priest at Ikare Mission Station, who went to llésd&ear Babalo
preach, used his car to carry the deceased kihig town for buria
Also,a woman from Ogori named Mrs. Rebecca Jemiwha wa:
childless for many years, went to the crusade aalzhi®la blessed t
water for her to drink. She drank the water dmel®nceived and ge

irth to a son named Samuel Jemitola. The son ltegeaime a doctc
The crusade of Babalola spurrée tgrowth of the Church in the Yort
land. It also became as the first time for Chaissito gather in ol
place to witness the preaching and performing tii@same time. N
long after, the Faith Tabernacle Society got tramséd into Chris
Apostolic Church of Nigerii

Babalola later moved from llesa to Eféfaaye where he later settlec
his missionary home in the Yoruba land. From thkeeproceeded
the following towns for evangelism: Offa, AramoMl@ro,lkole ant
Iddo. Many sonand daughters of these towns are now Ministerke
Gospel in Nigeria and overse

3.5 The persecution of Apostle Joseph Babalola in 192822

Babalola was persecuted by his own people at @da; his hom
town, the people hated him for his priegg in which he warned the
to turn away from their evil acts, and if they wadamant, they wou
perish. He was beaten up by some people who &l words wel
against the culture and values of their societiyhfe preaching did n
exemptthe elders of the town. His parents and sisterg &kt
persecuted because of him. As many of his peoglaadli listen to th
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Good News preached by him, there was a revelatioclwvias show
to him by God concerning the wrought of God on ¢hatio wer
opposing the Gospel. An epidemic of small pox brokein OdoOwa
This caused many people to die in the town. Farbasonhe wa
hated the more. Therefore, some people planteil tark. While they
were busy planning to kill him, he was fasting .Amvolunteered at t
meeting that was held the palace of their king tanglate him. Apostl
Babalola kept on preaaig the Gospel in the town, ringing the hand
to call the attention of the people to the Gospetording to Idowt
Babalola was confronted on the road by evil spimtsthey could nc
harm him. In addition to this, a strange snake afgmearedo him or
the road, but an angel of Lord appeared and kiledsnake. Likewis
the evil spirits also appeared to stop him fromticae his preaching. ,
Offa, Babalola’s crusade drew many crowds andahgered th
Muslim community as they couldbrionger bear this. Consegently, t
called their king to send away Babalola from thertoNot long, he we
sent away from the tow

In 1932, Babalola was imprisoned in Befiity. This was because
identified two women who attended his crusad®@taio as witches. Tl
people of the town reported him to the Oba of Bemhe chiefs in th
town felt bad over the matter. The Court sent @fscwith warrants t
llorin that was the headquarters of his home taaveftect his arre
through the Government. So he was arrested an@broo BeninCity,
where he was sentenced to six months’ imprisonment.

3.€ The Hand Over of the Church by Babalola to Prophe
Akande at Ede

Babalola attended the Sunday Service in the momifir2gh"July, 195
at Ede. After the service, he called on Mr. Odusianiake up th
expenses of a young man whose wedding he had mdriossponsc
for the man had no helper. He also had a dialogtieMr. S.O. Akand
who was instructed to take care of the Church.ofdiong to ldowu
aside the discussions which Babalola had withwterhen mentione
above, a strange event also marked his departuretfre earth. Tt
Holy Spirit was said to have filled the room wheeesbid them good-
ye. After these events, Babla passed away peacefully.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Account for the persecution of Babalola by his gveople an
government.
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4.C CONCLUSION

From this unit, you have read how God called Agodtseph Ay
Babalola to be His Servant. You also learnt howhs persecuted
his people, and also the authorities. The crusafiBabalola als
rought salvation and healing to mamgople who had accepted
Gospel. You have also learnt how many people whmat accept tr
Gospel at Odd@wa perished with the epidemic that took placed
You also learnt how the evil king who drank the evatied. Also, yo
learnt how a chdless woman who had faith in the Good News pree
y Babalola gave birth to a son w ho later becamechor

Finally, you studied how the Faith Tabernac Sodietgsformed int
Christ Apostolic Church and how the Church was leanalver t
Prophet 0. Akande before the Apostle of God, Joseph AyoaBaE
departed this worl

5. SUMMARY
. Babalola was called by God when he was working tin¢

Public Works Department in Lokoja, in Kogi State giria in thi
year 1928 along Aku-llesa road.

o He was use by God to spread the Gospel in Nig
o God also used him to bless many peapliée country
o He was imprisoned at Beni@ity, Nigeria

6.C TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss the call of Joseph Ayo Babalola.

2. Asses the roles of Babalola in the planting of Stfanity ir
Nigeria

3. How was Christ Apostolic Church, Nigeria founded?
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Dr, Samuel Jemitola, aged 60 years, Private Ireanat Ogori o
7/10/2002.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the first unit, you learnt about the Faith Tatsele, a Society in tl
Anglican Church, which later metamorphosed intoi€postolic
Church. You were told that it was God who calledb@ala out o
secular wok to come and serve Him in the spread of the Gas
Nigeria. You were also taught how he was persedoydtie enemies
the Gospel in Nigeria. Also, you learnt how he hethdver the Socie
that had now metamorphosed into a Church, to an&&eant of Goc
In other words, God does not use lazy people ty @t His purpos:
ut hard working people like Babalola to carry ouig plan on the eart
Babalola’'s case assured others that it was nottbelyVhite
Missionaries that can proclaimetiGood News to people, but that (
uses whosoever responded to His call. In this yai,will learn hov
God used Moses Orimolade to spread Christianiboiin Western ar
Northern Parts of Nigeria. You will also learn abbis persecution to

2.C OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able

. narrate the call of Moses Orimol:
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. identify the contributions of Orimolade to the gtbvof
Christianity in Nigeria.

. enumeate the mission journeys made by Orimol

. discuss the persecution of Orimolade.

3.C MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Birth and Childhood of Moses Orimolade

Moses Orimolade Okejebu Tounlase was a son to Baldse wh
hailed from the royal family in Ikan@ the present Ondo State, Nige
He was born in 1879.

However, before he was born, the mother suffeneBbnged labour
the extent that a native doctor was consulted byarents on what th
should do that would make his birth. They werd toy the Ifa Oracl
that the wouldbe child would be a great man. They instructed tite
mother put on the chieftaincy beads of the familyher neck, and tl
aby would come out easily. This was done and Qad®was bori
he stood up and begamwalk. This made the midwife to force hin
sit down twice. However, Orimolade stood up thedthime and h
egan to walk. At that moment, the midwife left hiimd sent for h
father to come and see his miracle child. Wheratrser saw him, t
ran into his room and brought out some objectsraade incantation
invoke powerful spirits to come to his aid sincewss a medicine m:
in the town. He tied some objects on the legs efiby in order to st
him from walking. The onlookersewed the actions of Tounlase
trying to disturb the child. However, some neightsoment to remoy
all objects which his father tied on him. The dhwas then le
undisturbed again by the parents. Many people wilnid outside tt
town who hear@bout this event began to pay visits to Ikare &the
miracle child. The king, named Ajiboye, also paid sitio the chil
greeted him in the traditional way of the lkare pleoFor this strang
ehaviour of the baby, the King marvelled and wextkdxo his palac

Among the people who visited the boy were old wonvéin paid hin
obeisance. In addition to this, some of them ukedpportunity t
make requests, such as fruitfulness of the wombHerarren women
the town, prosperity, pea@and good harvests, while some brought
gifts. However, as these events were taking plat¢kda presence of bc
parents, the father was mystified. He became embsed by tr
constant visit of the people to see the child. Abat, he wantedot
leave the town but he was dissuaded from leaviagpie begged him
ear with the baby and stay in the town. He took tha@vice and staye
On the eighth day of the baby, his parents namddrimolade
Tounlase Okejebu. When the father couldarmer bear with tr
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strange things that kept on happening through Qad® he summon:
his family for a meeting to take his tatecision concerning the chi
The family agreed with him to allow the mother a&e the child to hi
own parent’s house and take care of him tl

At the age of eight, Orimolade went into Saint &&ps Anglical
Church, Ikare, in the nightnside the Church there was a heavenly
shining within the Church and Heavenly invisiblemgs singin
meodious songs. The Pastor of the Church who linetie vicarag
heard the song, he woke up and walked towards tioecG. He saw tt
doorof the Church that was shut opened. The Pastordookage ar
entered the Church, there he saw the lame Orimgaliftaiey in on:
corner in the Church. The Vicar asked him who he arad the voice
that were singing in the Church. Orimolade ansd/éne that ‘they
were the ones. The Vicar further where the otheegwere ar
Orimolade replied, “Here we are.” According to Glamodimu, whil
oth were still dialoguing the voices started siggine same song thi

On the Mount above Jordan

| am called, | am called

By my favourites that had gone, that had ¢

| like to enter eternity with them

Where there will be no more parting forever.
Come home, Come to the home of Love
The book of Jesus said to

That Angels carried me

Home I'll rejoice

Jesus carries me home.

After the above song was over, the Vicar, havirapgaized the boy
the son of Tounlase, decided to let thing:

3.2 The Beginning of Orimolade’s Ministry

In other for you to understand this unit, we intéoa@xplain whe
probably made Orimolade lame in his boyhood. #ssumed that t|
charm used by his father to force him sit down wtenmidwife invite
him to come and see the boy standing up on the veryhdayne wa
orn caused this. The Vicar said that he s@prised to see Orimola
who was lame inside the Church alone without seamgpne with hin
and added to this was the mystery of unseen vsioging with hin
inside the Church. Concerning the time when heestdris ministry w
were not informd by scholars. However, we were told that Orimc
egan his ministry at his home town lkare /Akokdha present Onc
State. Onaday, people just saw Orimolade walking on the ¢
singing. Christians in the town were pleased wihey saw him ar
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they rejoiced with him for this miracle. Orimoladegan to preach t
Gospel to people who came out to see him as heediak thestreet i
the town. He also prayed for those who wer

Immediately he prayed for them, they received thealing. Man
people who were healed began to spread the aesivfi Orimolad
outside lkare towi

Orimolade enjoined his hearers tontass their sins and turned a\
from them.

He taught about the existence of heaven and heltakbight them th
the righteous people would go to heaven after dedihe the wicke
people would go to hell. Those who believed weaséd fror
ondags. In addition to this, women who were barren daivih tc
children as a result of his prayers. He convertadyrpeople includir
his mother Abigail, one of his sisters Mary, anad w¥ his brother:
namely, Peter and Samuel ( Famodimu 1990). Manpglpdoom othe
towns and villages visited Orimolade to listen i® preaching:
Besides, many people also confessed Jesus Chtistiakord an:
Saviour. The population of Christians increasedhwitind outside lka
town. However, as the Christis were glad with the activities
Orimolade, the unrepented herbalists were sadrandidtegan i
persecute him. Orimolade also encouraged Christ@askun th
worship of the ancestors in Ikare town. Male Giars who wanted
get married todmales who were unbelievers were told by the pg
of these women to forget the idea, unless theyurc®the ne
religion.The preaching of Orimolade encouraged n@hxstians to bu
the Holy Bible, for they wanted to be reading ¥serd of God for
spiritual growth. The lessons learnt from the Bibklped them to grc
spiritually. b The adherents of the traditionalgiein appealed 1
Orimolade to stop converting people into Christiafor it affectec
their livelihood. This is because peetopped consulting them o
their problems after giving their lives to God. @dlade was warned
stop converting people into Christianity or risk hife and the lives «
his followers. He informed the Christians abous thiit encourage
them rot to fear the traditionalists and that the Lordu¥eChrist woul
glorify Himself. The traditionalists tried to cgrout their evil pla
against the Christians while Orimolade was preaghinOkorun stre
Ikare-Akoko. They went to confront the @tians at the preachi
ground. The traditional priests used charms anld€sgs to harass-
Christians. But Orimolade called upon the LordudeShrist, to figl
for them. He then stretched his staff towards thiepeople and the
egan to fighthemselves, while the Christians stood watchstha
fight themselves. Many of them were wounded whigitweapons ar
charms which they were suppose to use on the @mgst Some «
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them however, having seen the power of God as mugertheir gods
joined the Church. The remaining traditionalists ttertell the king ¢
Ikare that Christians were killing people irettown. The king sent f
police men to arrest them. They were arrested laeygwere taken
Ka a prison in Kogi State. But Orimolade was exclud¢olwever, a
he got to know about the incident, left Ikare fal& town. When |
got there, Orimolade began to spread the Good NéKsa a town
Orimolade also told the people to release the IKdmestians who we
locked up in their prison. However, as the Distéd{ticer learnt abot
what Orimolade preached, he ordered the relea€hmdtiansthat wer:
rought from lkare. After letting out the Christianise Officer tol
them to go to their home town. All the releasedqmers went to the
various homes unhurt. On the arrival of detainedgiihns in the tow
people rejoiced and they ctinued in their journey of faith.

3.4 The Spread of the Movement in the Western Nigeria

Orimolade began his missionary journey in the J&€dr6. He left Ikar
for Irun Akoko in 1916. In the town, he was confieah by witche:
wizards and traditionalorshipers. He was confronted becaus
Word of God was against their practices. In hiaphéng, he appeal
to whoever belonged to such societies to reperdgake them and acc
Jesus Christ as their Saviour. Orimolade was a@®bte have desoyec
one of the temples of the traditional worshiperthmtown, after whic
he left the place for Ogbagi. There he preachedited News to tf
people of the town. Many people who listened topnesaching
accepted Jesus Christ as their Savi@uimolade further spread t
Gospel to Akungba, Oka, Ikiran, Merri, Ifon, and @wie moved fror
these towns to Beni@ity in the present Edo State, Nigeria.
observed that some of the traditional worshippeesithuman beings f
sacrifices to theigods. Orimolade preached the Good News to thed
many of them repented and joined the Church. He mdnad there t
Itshekiri Kingdom to preach. Orimolade left Ishekand to Lokoja, il
Kogi State, Nigeria. He spread the Gospel fromeherdah. At botl
towns, he preached the Gospel, and preached maagles that peof
saw and they joined the church. Orimolade movenhftokoja tc
Onitsha to plant a Mission Station. He left thecpléor Sapele in Delt
State to spread the Good News Hrther left Sapele for the followi
towns: Ogori, Akunnu, Ikaramu, Daja, Iga, Uromiasg Omuo, K a
and Ogidi where he planted Mission Stations. Oradelwas the on
Missionary who voluntarily spread the Gospel to @tmnd withou

eing invited by the indigenes as they did for the Church Misary
Society. Although they were invited to teach themow to read ar
write and not for the purpose of planting the Gabsr to aid thei
fight their enemies as other Yoruba people, sudhe8acgry and th
Egba people did.
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3.5 bThe spread of the Movement in Northern Nigeria an
Lagos

Orimolade spread the Good News te thllowing towns: Bida ,Zari
Kano, llorin, and Ofa. Orimolade left the Northgarts of the count
ack to the Western parts of Nigeria to plant hisg#in Station:
Ikirun, Osogbo, Ede, Ogbomoso, Ibadan, Abeokutalagbs. Th
movement was eablished in Kaduna by Mrs. Adebiyi in 1927
Lagos, Orimolade met a young girl called Abiodun&kiwon
Abiodun joined Orimolade in the spreading of thes@a when she w
seventeen and a half years. In 1925, she wentitrance from 18b
25" June Orimolade adopted her as his own daughtedeWhe wa
with Orimolade, she contributed to the spread ef@ospel. Man
Mission Stations were opened by both of them. Olahe later staye
put in Lagos Mission Station, while commissid Abiodun to continu
spreading the faith to other towns and villaged.dgos, Orimolac
preached the Gospel and performed many miraclesy Manvert
spread the Good News to their own people in variouss an
villages. Orimolade further commissied other members in Lag
made the sign of the cross on their palms and semb thut to spread t
Good News, to set the oppressed free from the dedilafflictions an
to heal the sick. He warned them not to shake hattispeople as the
cariied out their missions, many people they touchekviealed ¢
diseases. In Lagos Orimolade healed Albert Ishola Gf poisor
Accounting to Famodimu (1990), Orimolade made a sigthe cross ¢
the man’s chest three times and he vomited oubgactan form of re«
parrot feather. Immediately, Ishola became whaoleals also said th
Orimolade raised up Matthew “Eku Ojo’ from the ded'he news (
the two events spread in Lagos and people joineddaede’s Missiol
in large numbers. Orimoladken named the Movement as
‘Seraphim’ .on the 9b September, 1925. On the 28kck] 1926,
added the name ‘Cherubim’. Since then, the Moverneocame know
as Cherubim and Seraphim. In addition to thisMogement is late
transformednto a Church with many branches all over the cou

3.6 The Persecution of the Movement

In 1925, the Cherubim and Seraphim adherents warseputed
othel

Missions in Nigeria. In Lagos, Archdeacon Ogunlofythe Breadfru
Anglican Church, kickeé against the angels’ names that the move
gave to their mission. In addition to this, he a0 against peog
calling Orimolade the name ‘Alufaa’ meaning, ‘Rested’ since he wi
not ordained by any Mission. Also a newspapergN&gpioneer wrte
critical articles against the practices of the Moeat in July, 192’
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Further more, some people also accused the adberemeachin
against the use of traditional drugs. The preachfripe Movemer
against traditional gods, customs, witches, hestsaind wizards ma
membes of such societies hate the adherents. Besidesbibv
mentioned reasons, people persecutethbers of the Mission beca
of one of their songs which went thus:

“ Sword of the Lord, sword of Holy Michael wot
destroyed the wicked people of the land unless
repent and accept the Good News they broug
them; Egungun worshipers wesbburing in vair
Holy Michael would destroy thei

The adherents of the Church Missionary Society |&ag] and th
traditional worshippers wrote a letter to the Gongrat Lokoja to hel
them stop Seraphim and Cherubim Faith in Nigeriee Governo
ordered Orimolade to stop spreading his faith ige¥ia. Howeve
Orimolade quoted the Word of God in his letterlte Governors thus:

“If this counsel is of men, it will come to nottgnbut, if ii
is of God, ye cannot overthrow it [Acts5, vs. 38}

However, the Governor ordered all District Officéwsstop the spread
the Mission in their areas. For example, on the e, 1931, tt
District Officer at Ogbomoso sent away one of thgppets name
Adeyemi from Ogbomoso town. [@yo town, Mr. Ross sent messe
to all the Districts Officers under him to send gvedl evangelists of tt
Movement in Oyo Kingdom. Other methods that weseduto curta
the spread of the Mission in the country were te af Kings, Chiel
and tle Nobles to stop giving them land to establish MisStations
However, it was reported that the King of Englandrmly this perio
was ill and he sent to the Governor in Nigeriaoikl for people to pre
for his recovery. The governor in turn semiatl District Officers i
Nigeria to look for people to pray for his recovéng king. Th
Governor finally sent to Prophet Orimolade to pi@ythe King o
England to recover. Prophet Orimolade prayedtfermréecovery of tr
King. The Governor s& message to the King that he had been p
for by the Prophet in question in the country padicular hour of
certain day. The King discovered that it was they yeriod that he wi
prayed for by Orimolade who was in Nigeria thar&eoverecfrom his
illness in England. He sent 400 pounds sterlingléses Orimolade
Nigeria as token of his appreciation for his effexiprayer that r
elieved had healed him from a far distance. Fa risason, tr
Movement was freed from the persecuotad the Government. As
result of this the Movement became free to estallission Stations
every State in Nigeria. Since then, the Movemeastthalt man
schools, colleges and a university named ‘Cherwnich Seraphil
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University of Nigeria,OmuAran, Kwara State, Nigeria.” The Institut
is located at Omu-Aran town.

3.7 The Successor of Orimolade

Famodimu (1990), ated that Orimolade called some elders o
Movement to advise him on who to take the leadprafter him. H
was advised by the elders to take elder Onanugmdlde then put ¢
him one of his white prayer gowns, blessed him, andihten an
handed the Mission over to him. On the™.8b Octob883, the unse:
guests of Orimolade who visited him when he waswgouaside Sair
Stephen’s Anglican Church, Ikare, Akoko, came ta bnd they sar
songs of victory. Prophets Agbebi and Peter wioe with him heat
the songs but they could not see the singers. Famddrrther said thi
it was at about 3.am on the day in question thasdddrimolade joine
other faithfuls in the Kingdom of God.

SELF ASSIGNMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the name ‘Cherubim and Seraphim’.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The Cherubim and Seraphim Church began as a Mowemitt
Orimolade, a native of Ikare, in the present OntiteS He we
persecuted by Government agents and other peogewsre oppose
to his Movement. He prayedrfthe King of England and God answe
his prayer for the King recovered from his illne@simolade planted h
Mission in the Western, Eastern, Southern and ontparts ¢
Nigeria. He healed many people, raised the deagharidrmed mar
miracles. Orimolade appointed many evangelists and cosmmnis
them to spread the Good News in Nigeria. He hawoded the Missio
to Onanuga to lead the adherents of the faith.vbiees that were hee

y the Vicar of the Anglican Church, in the lkaredsion Station befor
his call by God, also song again on the last ddyiofife. Indeed h
was a fulfilled life.

5.0 SUMMARY

You should have noted in the course of this sthéyfollowing point
as major roles played by the Cherubim and Serapiowvement ir
Nigeria. These ar

a The Movement was an indigenous one.
. Moses Orimolade began its spread in Nigeria.
C. The Movement was persecuted by the Governmeniedatid

traditional adherents, chiefs, and other MissionNigeria

78



d. The Orimolade Mission was the only one that volardd tc
spread the Good News to Ogori land without the [gemwiting
him to do so unlikehe Anglican Mission that were invited
them to the town.

e. The Mission also used Abiodun to spread its fatNigerians.

The Mission had appointed Evangelists to spredfaitts in

Nigeria

g. The Movement has spread to the Northern Nagesuich &
Kaduna, Kano, Bida and Zaria, Hausa and Fulani spgakea
which Lord Lugard prohibited the planting of Chiastity
without taken permission from the Emirs before agteng th
Good News.

—h

As for the Mission in question, it was not shiany body in Nigeri
that they took permission from any of the Emirsdoefplanting the
faith in the area.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1) Discuss the Call of Moses Orimolade.

2) The adoption of Abiodun as Orimolade’s daughter avagessin
or a curse, Discuss.

3) State the factors that led to the rapid spreati@Movement i
Nigeria

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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UNIT 3 CELESTIAL CHURCH OF CHRIST
CONTENTS

1.0 bintroduction
2.C  Objectives
3.C Main body
3.1 The Birth of Samuel Bilewu Oshoffa
3.2 The Birth of Celestial Church of Christ
3.2 The Growth andstablishment of Celestial Churct
Christ
3.4 DbThe Doctrines of the Mission and the Deétthne
Founder
4.0 Conclusion
5.C Summary
6.0 TutorMarked Assignmel
7.C References/Further Readi

1.C  INTRODUCTION

This unit will introduce you to #founder of the Celestial Churct
Christ.It will also enlighten you about how the reaof the Church car
about. Oshoffa Moreover, you will also learn ablooiwv Mr. Alexande
Yanga fell into trance and Pastor treated him. Ydlalso learn abot
the adherents relations with other religious bothidsigeria. Furthe
more, this unit will shed light on how the Mission legto recovers tl
lost spiritual treasure. In this unit, you will alkearn about tf
Mission’s doctrines. The Mission alsays homage to the previc
Indigenes Church founders in Nigeria. This you Va#rn in this worl
You will also learn about the work of Oshoffa oe #gmarth and his de:
in the year 1985.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be alo:

. Narrate the story of Osho
. Discuss the teachings of the Mission
. Describe the trance of Yan

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Birth of Samuel Bilewu Oshoffa

Samuel Bilewu Joseph Oshoffa was born in 1909 mofdovo,
Republic of Benin. His mother hailed from ImekoAheokuta, Ogu
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State, Nigeria. His father Mr. Ojo had many chitdrall the mals
children except Bilewu died. His father Ojo Oshditiled fron
Abeokuta in Ogun State, Nigeria. He was an adherelftethodis
faith. Bilewu was given to the Methodist Revereodake care of hil

y his father in the early age. It has besaid that Bilewu refused
mould blocks for the College building which he atted. For th:
reason, he was sent back to his father. His fatherediately made hi
learn Carpentry and also to work with him until Stine,1939. After tt
death of higather, he specialized on trading in Ebony plaikkile he
was in the forest to purchase planks for sale, t(h@dvalso pray ar
read his Bible. Bilewu got married to Alake lyakidmeko, Egbado, i
Abeokuta, Nigeria.

3.2 The Birth of Celestial Church of Christ

On the 23b of May 1947, Bilewu went into the for@spray in Port
Novo. It was at the period that the eclipse ofghe took place. Whi
he was praying, he heard a ‘Voice’ saying; ‘LULIeaning; ‘The Grac
of our Lord Jesus Christ” . According to Okunola Bilewu saw 1
following objects as he opened his eyes after praye

1. A white monkey that had two teeth with winged dmrts feet
looked like that of the bat.

2. A stationary bird that was behaving like a pe&ctichad varous
colours.

3. A short snake about one foot long and it stoodecoénd it
mouth was puffed like a cobra.

In the presence of the above named creatures, Bilelvawed and h
ody had goose pimples.

The interpretations of the visions which he sarehexplained thu
The Monkey meant the tricks or pranks which humaingps play in th
universe to achieve their selfish goals or desBdswu was the
warned not to allow himself to be tricked by hunhemgs, for trick
lead to the down fall gbeople. While the bird which he saw beha
like a peacock indicated the pride which do catiseslownfall of man
people. Bilewu was told not to imitate the peopleovare proud fc
pride leads to the downfall of such peo

The short snake signifiedeceit and mistake of the past in the Gard
Eden. Bilewu was warned to learn from the lessantte story of tk
Eden. He should probably avoid these things widold had shown
him. The inability of the snake to hurt hum indezhthat he as
anointed to deal with all evil deeds in the Unieers also fulfilled th:
Scriptures that says,
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“And these signs will follow those who believe;

In My name they will cast out demons; they willadpeith nev
tongues.

They will take up serpents; and if they drink amglideadly; i
will by no means hurt them;they will lay hands be sick, an
they will recover.’

All the named above incidents that took place in the bughBiewu
marked the beginning of the Celestial Church ofi€thr

3.3 The Growth and Establishment of the Celestial Qlrch

On the 29b September, 1947, Bilewu was in his hpusging when th
ange of the Lord appeared to him in a strong ray ghtiand he wz
told that he had been chosen to carry out a Sairilessage to ti
whole world. The angel further told him that mamepple die withot
salvation. This is because people do look fovatadn from Satan whe
they face problems in life. Besides, they alsotfalisten to the Word «
God that is being preached to them by anointed sh&vod. He wa
told that his calling would be backed by miracBgewu began hi
Mission by preacimg and healing the sick came to hear the Wc
God. He also healed those that were brought by tékitives to hin
As these continued, Mr. Alexander Yanga was takeBilewu fol
spiritual healing. There, Mr. Yanga fell into tranior seven day#\s he
was in the trance, Yanga named the Mission of Bileus; ‘Eglise D
Christianisme Celeste’ which means’ Celestial ChwtChrist”.

Bilewu continued the spread of the Gospel to varpases such .
Agange, Kudiho,and Porto-Novo where theddwere raised to live a
people were healed. Bilewu also loved music. Hggaahe following
musdcal instruments: Piano, Guitar, Trumpet and Violihese activitie
drew many people to hear him as he preached thpeGdilewu use
the followinglanguages to preach the Good News to his heanesch
Egun and Yoruba. He some times used Engligiulage to preac

ut he often used interpreters to interpret his engss to Englis
speaking people.

Bilewu spread his gospel to Abeokuta tike_agos, Odogbolu, Ibad
and other parts of Nigeria

3.4 The Doctrines of the Mision and the Death of t
Founder

The Celestial Church believes that all people wineetfaith in the Lor

God worship the same Almighty who created humandand tle
Universe. The religious and denominational diffeesaprovided ea
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adherent the way to practise his or her religiot laawve god
relationship with other fellow human beings on dagth.

The Mission is out to seek salvation for all wopsts of God in tF
world. Believers should see themselves as brodmassisters who ser
God under the same umbrella. The adherents reyargbody the
worships God as One body in the Lord God Almightyerefore, The
see no reason for people to engage in religiousgjudhe mission (
the Church is to shed more light on the Ministrytha Lord Jest
Christs on the Earth. The Miss is also out to search for the lost s
and lead them back to Jesus Christ. The missiancaissiders tt
period which Jesus Christ spent on the earth tpesgle free froi

ondages to have been very short .Therefore, theidfidras bee
commisioned by God to continue the spread of the Gaapeise
people free from their bondages. The Mission ie al#t to continue tf
work of Salvation which the disciples were unableomplete whil
they were on the earth. The church regards thevoily prophets as tl
fore runners of Oshoffa: Orimolade, Babalola andels. The Missio
teaches Christians to love their neighbours whaateChristian:
especially, Muslims. Christians and Muslims shdugdencouraged
live together as brotheesd sisters who serve the same God. .
white and black races should see themselves asutsaf God. The
mug not discriminate against themselves. The misbaieves the
their achievements are part and parcel of Chrattsevements in th
Universe. The Mission pays homage to those who pes@&ched tt
Gospel and departed the world to paradise. Thedbhieaches th
man’s kingdom of heaven begins as soon as he oriskeltals:
teaches that there should be no religious condeomat discriminatio
of any kind. Further more, it teaches that itng/dGod that knows wt
and who will be saved. The Movement condemns ptiddso teache
people to respect constituted authority and alsgatents. Oshof
died in 198¢

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

The slavery of Ojo in the Republic of Benin wadesbing to th
Christendom. Discuss.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Oshoffa was born in the Republic of Benin. He wasdherent of tf
Methodistfaith. His father called Ojo hailed from Abeokuta®@gur
State, Nigeria. Bilewu was the only son of his &tlOjo made
covenant with God that if He gave him a male chielwould be mac
to serve him. For this reason, when Bilewu was Gjn gave to on
the Methodist Priest to take care of him. The Rgsiio Bilewu in
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School, but Bilewu disobey the School authority wh# the pupil:
were ordered to mould blocks, he refused to compibe this reason, |
was sent out of the School. Bilewu was then folmgdis father to leal
carpentry skill. He was very good in the work. Veéhalt work, he we
always praying andeading his Bible. Bilewu got married to Alake ly
of Imeko of Abeokuta in Ogun State, Nigeria. Higtbas it that th
grand father of Bilewu was taken as a slave frored¥uta to th
Republic of Benin. But when he got there, he fiek sAs a resulof his
sickness, his master who bought him could not delsimh to any othe
slave buyers. So, he retained him. There he gatletbi Oshoffa who i
turn gave birth to Bilewu the founder of the Calddaith in the
Republic of Benin and Nigeria h€ teachings of the Church empha
unity of all believers irrespective of denominaabdifferences and al
unconditional love among peoples of the world.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have learnt the following pointise planting of th
Celestid Church of Christ in Nigeria and the Republic adriin

¢ Bilewu whose grand father was sold into slaverhatthel
Dahomey was the Founder of the Celestial faith evaide

e The adherents spread the Good news to all paNgefia
e Many people were healed of various diseases by/ile

e Members of the Celestial faithful helped themseb@situally ant
financially.

e Members of the church are told to love one anadinerother peop
irrespective of their religious inclination.

6.C TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Narrate the Call of Bilew
2. Do all believers worship the same God?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Ojo, P. A. (2006)Christian Education and The Celestial Churc
Christ, Lagos: Great News Communications Network.

Okunlola, D. O. (Date of publication not indicat€tkelestial Church «
Christ Last Vessel for Salvatiobagos: Bengo Comm. Printers.
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UNIT 4 THE IMPACT OF CHRISTIANITY IN NIGERIA

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 The Improvement of Trade in Nige
3.2  Building of Schools and Manpower by Missionaries
3.3  The Provision of Postal Services by Missions
3.4 Road Network Constructions by the Missionanekkare-
Akoko Aree
3.5 How Christianity Promotes Love among Nigerians
3.6 Spectacularb bMissionaryb bOutreachesb byb binadigs
Churches
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 TutorMarked Assignmel
7.0 References/Further Readil

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will gain insight into how Chriah Missions in Nigeri
contributed to the spiritual, economic and physgralwth of Nigerian:
You will also learn how Christianity set many Nigears free fror
various bondages ité country. For examples; it was many Christie
that eradicated slavery in Nigeria. It also set ynaeople freed froi
satanic bondages such as illnesses, oppressidmasned. You will als
learn how to behave in a godly manner from this. durthermore, yo
will also learn how Christianity improved tradeNingeria. Besides, yc
will learn how Christian Missions encouraged mangdxians to b
educated and gain employment in various fieldshaeavour. You wi
also learn about how local pgale contributed to the spread of
Gospel in Nigeria.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able

. state the impact of Christianity in Nigeria

. identify the effects of education among Christianghe country

. state the positives contributions of Christianth®developme
of Nigeria.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Improvement of Trade in Nigeria

Before the introduction of Christianity in Nigermany towns ar
villages had no motorable roads. This is becausgfimared their
enemies using such roads to get to them and dseny into slavery. F
instance, it was an enemy that captured Ojo thedgiaher of Bilew
and sold him to a slave trader at the RepublicegfiB. There he stay
and gave birth to Bilewu the fouadof the Celestial Movement
Nigeria and in the Republic of Benin. At that perithe Egbas feared
open good roads to link other parts of Nigeria. Bben they wante
the white men to aid them fight their enemies, tineyted Missionarie
into their land. It was the presence of the Missionaaisd whitt
soldiers that encouraged the Abeokuta people to opsorable road
link Lagos and ljebu land. The linking of the roaudh Iljedu lanc
encouraged legitimate trade among them and othies pNigeria.

In 1921, Archdeacon Lennon encouraged lkare peopdpen the roe
that linked Ikare- Akoko with other towns, such@wo, Ado-EKkiti,
Ka a, Okene and Lokoja.

The opening of the mentioned roads, encouragetinege trade in tr
abovenamed towns. The opening of Ikare road that limko
encouraged many people in Ikare town joined thié fafi Christianity.

3.2 Building of Schools and Man Power by Misionarie

In 1841, Thomas Fowell Buxton persuaded Lord Methed'’s
government in Btain to send an expendition up the Niger to n
treaties with the Chiefs in order to abolish slaeele. It was made al
to open the way for improved trading and advanceémmegducationa
scientific,technological and ultimately religiousnelitionsof Nigerians
In 1841, specialists in various fields includin@laplain and tw
Anglican Church Missionaries were sent to the RNiger area. Tt
Missionaries were to report on the possibilitiesadsionary work i
the area. During the expedmiptreaties were sighed with the Ob
Aboh named Ossai and the Attah of Igalla named fDcHeey acquire
land at Lokoja in which a model farm, school andiasion Station we
established. In 1885, Ajayi Crowther built a Chunshde of mud ar

urntbricks at Lokoja, he named it The Holy Trinity Chhlr In 1867
Ajayi established The Holy Trinity Primary SchoolLakoja. There
many Nigerians were trained and they were employethbythel
Government and the Missionari
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In 1911, the Anglican Mission established SainePgtPrimary Schoc
Ogori. There, many people were later trained anckWater employe

y the Missimaries and Government. In1921, Lennon establis
primary School in Ikal-Akoko to train many people who were [z
employed by Government and Missionaries in Nigéfexious
Missionaries have also established schools, cdle® universities
Nigeria to train skilled worker

3.3 The Proviions of Postal Services by Church Misn

Before 1920, paper communications were in the fdrmotes that wel
rought by those who work in Lokoja to people inithewns an
villages in some parts of thestern Nigeria. Likewise in Lagt
Abeokuta, ljebu and Onisha areas, letters weregdbriooy workers t
people by hands. In 1922, Lennon was assignedethistry of
Communications to assist in delivering lettersame parts of tr
Western Nigea. He built and constructed wooden boxes wererk
were posted and were to be delivered to those wiehad assign
such duty. However, around 1940’s, the Ministn@Cofimmunication:
Nigeria, took over the Post Office that was bultthe Anglicin
Mission in Ikare which served many towns and vidagn Nigeria.

3.4 Road Network Construction by the Misionaries ir
Ikare-Akoko Area

Lennon a missionary in Ikare area introduced motenadads in th
area around1922-1925. He was supported byNdraoh who gav
able leadership to the people of Ikare area totoactdkare©Owo road
This enabled the traders in the area to engageduptive trade th
promoted economy of the people. In Ak-Kukuruku area, the Chur
established market in Osoin order for Church women in the are
engage in profitable trade that would improve tis&andard of livin
and empower them to contribute to the evangelirnaiiche area.

Missionaries in various parts of Nigeria did en@med the inhabitar
of their Mission stations to construct good roawbrik other towns ar
villages. Such roads encouraged many Nigerians &nigaged
various profitable trades in Nigeria.

3.5 How Christianity Promotes Love Among Nigeriar

The Church leaders in Nigariteach their followers to love themse
and their fellow human beings. They are also tatmhid those who a
in need in the society. They are also taught targetive in the politice
life of their nation. Their participation in polis wouldprobably brin
peace and harmony to the country. The persecudib@éristians in th
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country strengthen them rather than theasie. Christians in Niger
regard themselves as brothers and sisters in G#sist. They are als
taught to love others irrespective of their religgonclinations. Mot
importantly, they are enjoined to demonstrate oviheir actions to €
people whether the people deserve it or not. Thatithihe hallmark «
Christianity as taught by Jesus Ch

3.6 Spectacular Misionary Outreache

Aladura Churches such as the Cherubim and Serddiovement an
the Christ Apostolic Church that are gaof the indigenous Missio
have spread from the Southern parts of Nigeria tdsvlorin and t
other Northern parts of Nigeria. They have contthteattract th
interests of many Nigerians, more than the estadatisChurches in tl
area. The actities of the Cherubim and Seraphim Movement
continued to pose a great challenge to Islam thémo@ox Churche

ecause monogamy is less emphasized by the movelroeréxampl
in 1930, the Cherubim and Seraphim Movement extdihe
Evangelism tdhe Ebira area, many of the Ebiras that heard thac
News accepted Jesus Christ as their personal Saiso man
Muslims and traditional worshippers became membgtise
Movement.. In order for the Movement to continu@mung more Sou
for Jesis Christ, it established two secondary schoolgr@im an
Seraphim College, at llorin and Laruba both in Kav&tate, Nigeria.
2005, the Movement established the Cherubim anapBen Universit
in Omu-Aran, Kwara State. The Movement also embarkannue
Crusades in many towns that are located in Musbmidated areas
Northern Nigerie

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Discuss the impact of Christianity in Nigeria.
4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, you have studied the contributiongCtiristians tahe
economy of Nigeri:

You have learnt how Christianity encourages love @amity amon
Nigerians irrespective of their religious persuasid~urthermore, y«
have learnt that it was Christianity that brouglestern education
Nigeria. through (ristianity, many Nigerians in various fields, sua:
Clergy, teaching and trading to mention a few, havyaroved their live
greatly.

88



5.0 SUMMARY
You have learnt the following in this ur

The Christian built schools and colleges in Nig&fgere many peog
were trained.

After their training, they gained employment inieais fields of huma
endeavour. You have also learnttttiee planting of Christianity
Nigeria by both the missionaries and the indigdmwesight progress
Nigerians all over the country. Through westerncadion brought b
Christianity, ignorance, fear, poverty and the liteee been banish
for ever in the lives many Nigerians.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss the roles of Lennon in the developmemigéria.

2. State some benefits that Nigerians have derived the pantin
of Christianity in Nigeria.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Babalola, E.O. (1976 hristianity in West Africanilbadan: Schol:
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Ifemesia, C.C. (1980). “The Civilising Mission @B41; Aspects of ¢
Episode in Anglo-Nigeria Relations” inbhe History ¢
Christianity in West African Essays Lectures.

Fafunwa, Babs. (1974)History of Education in Nigeria,Boston
Sydney George Allen and Unw
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UNIT 5 PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS OF
CHRISTIANITY IN NIGERIA

CONTENTS

1.0Introduction
2.00bjectives
3.0bMain Content
3.1Lord Lugard a Stumbling Block Against the Plagtoi
Christianity in Nigeri
3.2The persecutions of Christians by the Rulers
3.3The Ogboni Society was Against the Spread oisGanity
3.4 The Problems of Personnel and Schism in Charche
3.5The Attitudes of People to Islam was AgainstRtenting ¢
Christianity in the Northern Nigeria
3.6 Prospects of Christianity in Nigeria
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0bReferences/Further Readings

1.0INTRODUCTION

By now you should understand how Christianity beigadigeria as yo
have read in the previous units in this courses. liioped that you ha
also understood ho Christianity started and how its adherents
persecuted by the government, Chiefs and tradiiginaAlso yol
should have read from the previous units the beneérived b
Nigerians from the coming of the Missionaries iNigeria. It i<

elieved that you have learnt how the indigenous Clanstials
contributed to the planting of Christianity in Nrgein studying thi
course. However, in this unit, you will learn absatme problems al
prospects of Christianity in Niger

2.00BJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able

. state and discuss some of the problems the eadgidfiaries he
to contend with in the cause of their missionaryezhtion:
. explain prospects of Christianity in Nige
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Christianity and Some Traditional Rulers in Yoruba
Land

The planting of Christianity in Yoruba land had Iplems at the initi
stage oits introduction to the people of Yoruba. For ishzeen state
that the coming of the Missionaries to Yoruba lara$ accompanit
with the political situation of the area. For insta, when th
missionaries arrived Badagry and its environs stvatitional rulers
agreed that they should be allowed to stay in thein to establis
mission stations. While others kicked against thdesagnt of th
Missionaries in their territory on the ground tttaty were th
representatives of the British [0ay that was out to seize other peog
land by force, and that they used to wage war ag#nose who refus
their authority. Some chiefs in the Yoruba kingdamsre strongl
against the planting of Christianity, which theyled the White man
religion. This was the reason why the ljebu peopfagsed to grai
permission to the Missionaries to enter their larelind 188¢
Furthermore, some of the Yorubas who enjoyed dia¢ke in their lan
also kicked against the coming of the missionasieem they learr
preached against such trade. They see their coasiag end to sla
trade

The anti-Christian movement was led by Akitoye, the King-afjos
land around 1845. On the other hand, king Sodelkggba lan
welcomed the Missionaries tos Kingdom. He received Thomas Bi
Freeman a Wesleyan missionary to settle in his. larkdeema
established Mission stations in Egba land. He whkhy the king t
invite other Missionaries and legitimate traderg&gia lanc

3.2 The OgboniSociety and the Planting of Christianity ir
Yoruba and Ibibio Land

According to Ayandele, the Ogboni Society was tttgosl| of orator
and jurisprudence in the Yoruba land in the oldaysdHe furthe
claimed that among the Egba and the ljebu peombp@i was the cot
house that tried criminal cases and any one thatfetand guilty wa
sentence to death by the body in the Yoruba larateblver, the Ogbo
ody served as checks and balances on the powlee dfdruba king:
In the Ibibio land, thébibio women formed the secret society to ct
indiscipline among women of their land. Offendeexevpunished. F
instance, any woman that was caught stealing woellplunished k
them. But, when Christianity was introduced in Weeuba and Ibibio
lands, it preached against the acts of the sodi@tythis reason, tl
Ogbonis were strongly against the planting of Giamsty in their land:
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The spread of Christianity in the above named glacéfered a set ba
hence a few people accepted the religion in suehsar

3.3 The Problems of Workers and Schism in the Churah

In 1905, the Emirs of Kontagora and Katsina sergsage to th
Church Missionary Society to come to their areabestablish Missic
Stations to spread the Gospel to their SubjectsheuMission turne
their requests down because it lacked workersdBssit was reporte
that Lugard also sent the same Mission to send Evangelists to F
and establish Mission station in the town. ButMissionary could nc
respond to the call because it lacked workers.d@ssithe Mission al:
lacked capital to recruit more evangelists forgheead of th Gospel t
all parts of Nigeria. Apart from the above probleitmst confronted tt
spread of the Gospel in Nigeria, the restrictiolsamuel Ajay
Crowther’s activities to the Southern parts of NMigédy the Churc
Mission Society in Nigeria, alsamatributed to the set back for:
spread of the Gospel to other parts of Nig

According to Babalola, a leadership issue was antaguse of schisr
among Christians in Nigeria. This is because Aafti€hurches hi
quarrels with some doctrinesd practices of Christianity in Nigel
They claimed that European leaders in the estadishission
monopolized leadership positions among themseMasy did not plac
Africans in the Church leadership positions, blugytdo place them
subadinate positions to the Europeans. Besides, patygaas anothe
problem that faced established Churches in Nigbftission kicket
against polgamy in Nigeria. Many Africans who cBbad their cultui
and tradition left the Orthodox Churches for ireligus ones. Menti
could be made of the Cherubim and Seraphim Movembate man
lovers of polygamy came to join. This is becauseNtovemer
accommodates some of the African traditions whinehestablishe
Churches kicked against. In the Anglidahurch, many adherents w
opposed infant baptism were expelled from the Anufbose who we
sent away from the Church joined the Christ ApastGhurch or th
Celestial Church.

3.4 The Attitudes of People to Islam in the Northern Ngeria

It has beng noticed that Islam was more acceptable thans@damity fol
the people of the North. This is because the @ligiccommodated t
marriage style of the Northern people. But Christiwamiid not. For thi
reason, the Northerners were against Glangly. Apart from the aboy
mentioned fact, it has being said that the Europdaaisbrougl
Christianity to Nigeria were reported to be drirkkend importing gi
that could cause intoxication for people that driankhe religion o
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Islam opposed the drinking of alcohol which the i€an Missionarie
trade in and also imported to some parts of Nigditet if they wer
allowed to gain access to the Halsdani areas, that they wot
compromised their people. For this reason, theldoners were agait
the establishment of Christianity in the No

3.7 Prospects of Christianity in Nigeria

With the spread of Christimty in Nigeria, it is hoped that activities
witches and wizards will be minimized if not totaéradicated sint
many of them have confessed and repent of theirdmeds as membt
of the named societies as they accept Jesus @hkribeir Sawur. The
Aladura Churches, the Christ Apostolic Church dred@herubim ar
Seraphim Movement that accept some of the traditadriNigerian
would in future gain more ground in Nigeria thaa #stablishe
Churches that reject such practices.

Now that the restriction of the planting of Chrstity in the Norther
parts of Nigeria has been minimized, many indigerfdbe area a
now engaged in the planting of Christianity in wais parts of Northe
Nigeria; it is hoped that many peopn the North will accepte
Christianity

As many people have now accepted Christianity geNa, it is hope
that they will continue to live godly lives andue peaceful homes.
a lower level, If Christian couple continues tceligodly lives, moe
people will be drawn into the kingdom of god. lhisped that tt
establishment of Christian institutions will als@a@ more people in
God's kingdorr

The characters of many Christians in Nigeria c@léd influence mar
none members to bew@ Christians in Nigeria at all times. |
example, in IkareAkoko, Ondo State, Christians do exercise
among themselves with all sincerity. They demonstitais in som
practical ways. The Anglican members called theweselArakunrin
that is’Brothers’ and ‘Arabirin’ that is, Sisters, as a s@roneness |
Christ and fidelity. They visit one another regiye

Those who are well tdo should continue to help the needy. Fu
more, it has been observed that the charactermidrewho was
Priest in St. Stephen’s Church, Ikare, in Ondo Stagéween 1920 al
1946, did encourage many people in the Yoruba dmc Eands. It he
een said of him that he loved both Christians anglivhs in Akoko-
Ka a District area where he ministdras a priest. The Retired Bisl
Haruna who was once an adherent of Islam religptthus that Lennc
sponsored some Muslims Children including one sfi&ie sister,
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rother of his who built St. John Anglican ChurcthaBgede in Oke
Local Government Area in Kogi State. He later reddrto the religio
of Islam for his life was threaten by some memloétsis family tha
were Muslims[ names withheld] and himself at Ikak&oko betwee
1934-1942 in the Jubilee Central School, Ika#keko in Ondo Stat:
The training of Bishop Haruna by Lennon encouragedy Muslims ii
Nigeria converted to Christianity. Likewise, Bop Haruna has al
established a Nurserfarimary School at Okene town in order to u
as a means whereby Muslim Children area couldtbe&cétd to acce
the religion of Christianity. Itis assumed thathe future, when tho
Pupils that aréeing trained in the various established institutiy the
adherents of Christianity grow up, some of them vdater accef
Christianity and their generations would continoidé Christian:

The training of the indigenous people in variougdlbgica Colleges il
Nigeria by various denominations for the spreatheir faith, woult
increase the numbers of evangelists and this wiouider encourage tl
spread of Christianity. For this reason, it is ased that in the futur
Christianity would @in upper hand over all other religions in Nige
Many people in the country would accept Christiaas the method
evangelism and training of church workers contittube improve
upon. It is assumed that those who continue tavedkeologcal
training in Nigeria will continue to spread the @Gddews

Another hope for the continuity of the growth ofriShanity in  Nigeri:
in the future is that it has been observed thatynpeople who used
go to the witch doctors and priestessed ferved as intermediar
etween them and gods to help them find solutiorieé problem
which they could not solved, but, find solutiongheir problem
through Christians faith, now abandoned those dscto Such peop
now go to consult soeevangelists to help them solve their var
problems that they are facing in |

Another factor that would probably contribute te 8pread «
Christianity in Nigeria is the room that variousdgions give to the
adherents to tell othevghat Christ did for them in their lives. The
some of them do tell how God do help them overctimae problems i
life. Besides, the printing of such testimonies asdlistribution t
various people in Nigeria could also serve as méartie connue
growth of Christianity. The use of mass media sagfelevision ar
Radio in preaching the Gospel in Nigeria would gy help to spre:
the Good News.

Another hope for the growth of Christianity in Nigeis that it has be

observed that mgnpeople who used to go to the witch doctors
priestesses but have now become Christians witb@age others
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come to JesuShrist who is the only one to solve their probl
permanently

Another factor that would probably contribute te 8pread «
Christianity in Nigeria is the opportunity that w@rs Mission give t
their adherents to tell others what Christ dichairtlives. Besides, tt
Printing of such testimonies and its distributionvarious people |
Nigeria could also serve as catalyst for the groeft@hristianity. Th
use of mass media such as Television and Radieeaching the Gos|
would probablyhelp the spread of the Good Ne

House to house evangelism that are earmarked @hbsgtian ir
Nigeria is another means of promoting the spreati@fsospel. Tt
visitation to prisons by some evangelist

Furthermore, teaching of religion studies,asally, Christian studies
Primary, Secondary and Tertiary institutions in Nigas assume
would aid the continuity of the spread of the Gosp&ligeria.

Apart from this means, the outreach programmesaiteg such as t
Orphanage homes bynaus Denominations in Nigeria seem
promote the spread of Christianity in Nigeria navd & the future

The distribution of Christian tracts and Literatte people in tf
country by various Missions, would aid the contiguf the spread
the Gospel in Nigeria.

The formation of various Christian Organizations;lsas, ‘The fu
Gospel Business Men Fellowship International, Yoeng Wome
Christianb bAssociation,b bTheb bYoungb bMenb b§tlamnb bFellowshi
International Association, THehristian Council of Nigeria, Penteco:
Fellowship of Nigeria, The Boys Brigade Companigsg Girls

Brigade, The Bible Society of Nigeria, The Gideorti8ty of Nigeria

The Christian Association of Nigeria and The ScriptUnion o

Nigeria, amog others  probably means for the continuous méa

the spread of the Gospel.

Finally, the freedom of worship and associatiort #ra included in ot
Constitution of Nigeria of 1999, for Nigerians tseuprobably woul
encourage the continuity ongpiting of Christianity to all parts
Nigeria

The continuity of Church ceremonies. Such as banal wedding i

Nigeria by Couples would encourage the spreadeotabspel in Niger
now and in the future.
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The provisions of Counseling units by Missionsha tountry whic
people who has problems run to as means wherepiwbtems wet
solved by Christian Counselors would aéswourage the continuity
the spread of the Gospel in Nigeria.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the possibility of the continuation of Ghignity in the future i
Nigeria

4.C CONCLUSION

The planting of Christianity in Nigeria faced maprpblems hat yot
have learnt in this unit. Despite the problems,Gherch in Nigeria hi
achieved many good things for Nigerians. Among ghatgs are th
economic, social, health and education. Furtheentdras open tl
eyes of many people in Nigeriagagage in evangelism as their me
for livelihood. For example, some people who aranfters of th
indigenous Churches has no other means to suruvivihibugh th
evangelic mission. Besides, the planting of Clarsty in Nigeria ha
also openedie eyes of some people to political posts in thentry
hence they had taken after some Missionaries, asiéhilips an
Lennon who once engaged in the politics of Nigemid larough
economics and social amenities to the people otivarnamely,
Ondos and the lkares in Nigeria.

The engagement of some Nigerians in the Evangeliogds in th
country would probably encourage the continuitynaf planting ¢
Christianity in Nigeria.

5. SUMMARY
You have studied the following points during theise of your studies:

Christians in the country has liberated many pebpla variou:
problems. Among such problems are sickness, cotafion of evi
spirits, wizards, witches, slavery and illitera@jey have won mai
souls for Jesus Christ inigeria. The planting of Christianity in Nige
has brought civilization to Nigerians. The formatiaf some Christie
Associations in the country would probably enhatheescontinuity o
the spread of the Gospel in Nigeria. Further mitre use of thenas:
media means for the spread of the Good News in Nag&aulc
encourage the continuity of the Good News in thenty. In addition t
the above mentioned points, the method of allovpiegple to giv
testimonies in crusades, and other Chrissianvices that take place
every denomination in Nigeria would probably enem# the continuii
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of the spread of the Gospel ingeria. The availability of the Holy Bik
in the country is an opportunity for every body whants to purcha:
the Good News does so, this would probably contebto th
continuity of Christianity in Nigeria in the futur@he calling of man
Nigetians by God to spread the Good News to people giefidi woulc
probably aids the continuity of the Gospel in Nigarow and in th
future. Teaching of the Gospel in Schools, Collemes Tertiar
Institutions in Nigeria would probably aids theegd & the Good New
in Nigeria in the future. The freedom of worshipNigeria is probabl
hoped to encourage the continuity of ChristianityNigeria in th
future.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. State the bodies that encourage the spread ofdbpebn

Nigeria

2. Explain the roles of Missionary Educational polgcie
Nigeria

3. Discuss the role of media in the spread of the €ldas
Nigeria
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