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Introduction

The issue of Religion has engaged the attentioschblars for a
long period of time. Right from the medieval agesgplanations to social
phenomenon were based on religious consideratiar. éxample,
criminals were considered to be possessed by denibms line of
thinking has persisted in some societies for a ljpagod until the advent
of modern science. Indeed, Religion permeatesadits of society.

This course will expose you to issues relatingrédigion and how
sociologists consider them. The course consistiree modules divided
into 14 units. They include, course guide, concaeptl meaning of
sociology and sociology of Religion, issues in stay of Religion and
the role of Religion in the society. The course deubriefly explains to
you what the course is all about, what course nadgeyou will be using
as you work your way through the course. It als@gjiyou advice on the
amount of time you may spend on each unit of thesmso that you can
complete the course successfully and in good tifiee course guide
provides some guidance on tutor-marked assignmehish will be made
available in the assignment file. There are reguultorial classes that are
linked to the course. You are advised to attendéssions.

What You Will Be Learning In This Course

The general aim of this course is to introduce youhow religion is
involved in all aspects of societal life. Duringisttcourse you will be
learning the meaning of sociology and sociologfRefigion, the nature of
Religious beliefs, issues in sociology of Religidhge importance of
Religion to society, Religion and violence in Nigeas well as the role of
Religion in politics. Also issues relating to Rygdin and culture as well as
religion and social change will be examined.

Course Aims

This course aims generally at enabling you undatstthe
relationship between religion and the society. Spadly, the course aims
at:

0] Introducing you to the basic issues and conéepBociology of
Religion

(i)  Explaining to you the relationship betwelgeligion and society.
(i)  Bringing to your understanding the role ofliggon in politics and
development.



(iv) Helping you understand the place of raigiin violence in
Nigeria.

(V) Enabling you understand the major institn§ of society as
agencies of Religion

Course Objectives

In order to effectively achieve the aims set, tloeirse sets its overall
objectives which are always stated at the beginoingach unit. Always
read these objectives so that you can check yoogress. Upon
completion of this course, you should be able to:

0] Define sociology and Sociology of Religion.

(i)  Explain the concepts of Religion and society.

(i)  Describe the nature of Religious beliefs.

(iv)  Outline and explain the elements of Religion

(v)  Discuss the theories of Religion and society

(vi) Explain the relationship between Religion and etyci

(vii) Outline and explain the major institutions of stgias agencies
of Religion

(viii) Discuss Religion as an aspect of culture

(ix) Examine Religion and change in the society

(x)  Outline the importance of Religion to society

(xi)  Discuss Religion and violence in Nigeria

(xii)  Explain the role of Religion to the developmenttad society.

Working through this Course

To complete this course, you are required to résal study units
thoroughly, read recommend text books and otheemadd provided by
the National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN). Baanit has self
Assessment Exercises and you may be required taisabsignments for
assessment Purpose. The course should take you a&bBoweeks to
complete. You will find listed all the componentstioe course, what you
have to do and how you should proceed to allocatg §ffme to each unit
in order to enable you complete the course on éntkesuccessfully too.

Course Materials
The major components of the course are:

1. Course Guide
2. Study units
3. References



4. Assignment file
5. Presentation schedule

Study units

The study units in the course are as follows:

Module 1: Concept and Meaning of Sociology of Relign
Unit 1: Meaning of sociology and sociology of R@hin.
Unit 2: Concepts of Religion and society.

Unit 3: The Nature of Religious beliefs

Unit 4: Elements of Religion.

Unit 5: Theories of Religion and society.

Module 2: Issues in Sociology of Religion

Unit 1: The Relationship between Religion and sycie
Unit 2: Major institutions of society as agenciéfeligion
Unit 3: Religion and Culture

Unit 4: Religion and social change

Unit 5: Belief systems in Africa

Module 3: The Role of Religion in the Society
Unit 1: The importance of Religion to society
Unit 2: The importance of society to Religion
Unit 3: Religion and conflict in Nigeria

Unit 4: The role of Religion in politics

Every unit contains a list of references and furtteading. Try to
get as many as possible of those textbooks andrialatdisted. The
textbooks and materials are meant to deepen yoawlkdge in the
course.



Assignment File

In this file, you will find all the details of thevork you must submit
to your tutor for marking. The marks you obtainnfrehese assignments
will count towards the final mark you obtain forighcourse. Further
information on assignments will be found in the igasnent file itself and
this course guide in the section on assessment.

The Presentation Schedule

The presentation schedule included in your couratenals gives you the
important dates for the completion of your Tutdvlarked Assignments
and attending tutorials. Remember, you are requioedubmit all your
assignments by the due date. You should guide stgfling behind in
your work.

Assessment

There are three aspects to the assessment of thieecd-irst, are self
Assessment Exercises, and second is the tutor-chaaksignment and
third is a written examination. You are advisedbéosincere in attempting
the exercises. You are also expected to applynmdtion, knowledge and
skill that you have acquired during the course. Assignments must be
submitted to your tutor for formal assessment icoatance with the
deadlines stated in the presentation schedule asédssment file. The
work you submit to your tutor for assessment wallist for 30% of your
total course work. At the end of the course, yoll méed to sit for a final
examination which will account for 70% of your titeork.

Tutor-Marked Assignments

There are three tutor-marked assignments in thisseo Each assignment
counts 10% towards your total course work. Assigmnagiestion for this

course are contained in the assignment file. Yduhei able to complete

your assignments from the information and matergastained in your

reference books, reading and study units. You ntexy r@eed to read and
do further research on your own. When you compésteh assignment,
send it together with a TMA form to your tutor amé as indicated in the
presentation schedule and assignment file.



Final Examination

The final examination for this course will be of Hbur 15 minutes
duration and will be marked over 70 marks of thialtoourse grade. The
examination will consist of questions which reflette type of self
assessment, practice exercises and Tutor-Markemymxsents you have
previously solved. All the areas of the course Wwél assessed. You may
need to do thorough reading of the course matandleven revise your
Tutor- Marked Assignments and self-assessment Besrdo get your-
self ready for the final examination. The final exaation will cover all
aspects of the course.

Course Marking Scheme
The table below shows how the actual course maikibgoken down.

Table 1: Course Marking Scheme.

Assignment Marks

Assignment 1-3 Three assignments, 10% each
30% of the course mark

Final examination 70% of overall course mark

Total 100% of course marks

Course Overview

This table brings together the units, the number@éks you should take
to complete them and the assignments that foll@mth

Table 2: Course Organizer



Unit | Title of work Weeks assessment

Meaning of sociology and sociology of Religion 2 1
Concepts of Religion and society
The nature of Religious beliefs
Elements of Religion
Theories of Religion and society
The Relationship between Religion and society
Major institutions of society as agencies of Religi
Religion and culture
Religion and social change
10 | Belief systems in Africa
11 | The importance of Religion to society
12 | The importance of society to Religion
13 | Religion and violence in Nigeria
14 | The Role of Religion in politics
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How to Get the Most from This Course

In distance learning programme, the study unj$ace the course
lecturer. This is one of the great advantages i&iadce learning. You can
read and work through specially designed study madg¢eat your own
pace, time and place that you find convenient. Rlahit as reading the
lecture instead of listening to a lecturer. Juséa dscturer might give you
an in-class exercise, your study units provide @ges for you to do at
appropriate points. Each of the study unit folleavsommon format. The
first item is an introduction to the subject mattérthe unit and how a
particular unit is integrated with other units ath@ course as a whole.
Following this is a set of objectives that lets ymow what you should be
able to do as you complete studying the unit. Ybousd use these
objectives to guide your study. When you finishdging a particular unit,
go back to check if you have achieved the objestitfeyou make a habit
of doing this, you will significantly increase yoahances of passing the
course.

Activity | (of unit)




The main body of the unit guides you through thé& gontent

material. Self-assessment exercises are spreadgtioat the units and
answers are given at the end of the units. Workimgugh these
assessments will help you achieve the objectiveshi® unit and prepare
you for the assignments and examination. The foligwis a practical
strategy for working through the course. If you rmmbo any trouble,
telephone your tutor. Remember that your tutor’skwe to help you.

1.
2.

3.

10.

11.

12.

Read this course guide thoroughly.

Organize a study schedule. Adhere to the timeare expected to
spend on each unit

Upon creation of your own study schedule, dayteng to remain
faithful to it. The major reason why students failthat they get
behind in their course work. You should let youotuknow if you
enter into difficulties.

Turn to unit 1and read the introduction and abgectives for the
unit.

Assemble the study materials. You will need ydextbooks as
contained in the reference section.

Work through the unit. As you work through theituyou will
know what other  sources to consult for furtheoinfation.
Keep in touch with your study centre. Up-to-dafermation about
your course will be available there

Do your assignments diligently. They are madeeip you achieve
the objectives of the course.

Review the objectives of each unit to ensur¢ ey are properly
met. If you are in doubt consult your tutor.

When you are sure that you have met the obgsctf a particular
unit, you can now start work on the next unit. Remt unit by unit
through the course and try to face your study.

When you submit your assignment to your tudornot wait for its
return before stating on the next unit. When tlssigmment is
eventually returned, pay particular attention toury tutor’s
comments both on the tutor-marked assignment famd, also
the written comments on the ordinary assignments.

When you finish studying the last unit, revi¢hee course and
prepare yourself for the final examination. Agaiross check to
make sure that you have achieved the  unit’s oyt

Facilitators/Tutors and Tutorials

There are 28 hours of tutorials (fourteen 2 hogsisms) provided

in support of this course. You will be notified tfe dates, times and
location of these tutorials together with the naamel phone number of

10



your tutor as soon as you are allocated a tutgrialip. Each assignment
will be marked by your tutor. Pay close attentionthe comments your
tutor might make on your assignment as these mdy y®u in your
progress. Ensure that your assignment gets to tyoor on or before due
date. Your tutorials are very important therefaoyeand attend all of them.
It is an opportunity to meet your tutor and getphieiform of discussion
over areas of difficulty encountered in the cowbeeading.

Summary

This course introduces you to the study of sociplofyReligion.
Religion permeates all facets of society and isefoee a useful tool in the
stability and development of societies. The codieeefore undertakes a
sociological examination of the extent of involvarhef religion in the
cultural, social, economic, and political developmef the people. It
focuses on issues of violence, politics, cultuned @levelopment with
particular reference to the Nigerian situation.
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1.0 Introduction

This unit is a foundation unit in the course. lerdfore covers
definition of sociology generally and then sociglogf religion in
particular. The subject matter of sociology ofgwln is also discussed.

2.0 Objectives

At the end of this Unit, you should be able to;

0] Explain the meaning of sociology in general
(i)  Explain the meaning of sociology of Religion
(i)  Know the subject matter of sociology of Rabg
3.0 Main Content

3.1 The Meaning of Sociology

The word sociology was coined by the French Phpbso-
Sociologist, Auguste Comte in 1837 (Peil:1977). @®mombined the
Latin word “socio” (meaning society) with the Greekord “logy”
(meaning science) to arrive at the term sociologpyctv he defines as the
science of society. To Comte, a science of theespavas possible. This
science should base its findings on systematic reagen and
classification of facts rather than casual, off dhaservation, tradition,
speculation and rumor. Sociology therefore is theergific study of
human, environmental, material and ideological congmts of society. It
analyses human ideas, behavior, grouping, orgammzatadministration,
law, crime and punishment. Human problems of hungbsease,
homelessness, unemployment, ignorance, divorceviafehce engage the
attention of Sociologist. The founding fathers afc®logy such as
Auguste Comte, Herbert Spencer, Emile Durkheim, Magber and
Talcott Parsons have various ideas as to the fotwociology. Comte
was of the opinion that sociology should focus oaia statics and social
dynamics. Social statics refers to structures amdtions of subsystems,
institutions and persons. Social dynamics refetidéochanges occasioned
to institutions over time. The task of sociologisgstherefore to make
understandable the fundamental laws of nature dndp&ople behave the
way they do under different prevailing conditions.

Comte formulated the law of three stages of sakigtowth i.e
theological, metaphysical and scientific. The tbgalal stage is the

13



primitive or preliterate state where the powerspaést and the clergy
dominated human society and explanations to evevdse purely
religious. The metaphysical stage marks the pesfoenlightenment and
reformation as well as reasoning. People begaeriously challenge the
religious explanations for social phenomenon. Thlgktenment scholars
were pre-occupied with seeking answers to questidnsature through
reasoning based on overt facts. The scientific esteg the stage of
individual revolution and scientific discoveries agll as technological
growth and development.

Following Comte, Herbert Spencer regard sociolagyhe study of
society and likens society to a biological organmith interdependent
but inter-related parts functioning independenthyg anterdependently so
as to ensure the survival of the entire systemieBoas a system has sub-
systems comprising of institutions and persons vgtatus and roles
necessary for their existence and survival. Dumkhaionsiders the
network of human relationship and societal growgtpeogressing from a
simple undifferentiated form. Societal developmierfrom homogeneous
to highly differentiated or complex forms of indual society. To
Durkheim, society is a moral entity that is extérmathe individual but
coerces his compliance through belief system intooaal community of
adherents. Other founding fathers of sociology sasHarl Marx were
equally concerned with the nature of human socety focused largely
on the role of conflict in human societies that highly stratified along
class dimensions. The existence of classes in husoareties makes
conflict over material resources inevitable. Maoxiended that all human
societies have progressed from primitive communison,slavery, to
feudalism and to capitalism characterized by higplatation. The
continued exploitation of the masses will lead lte bverthrow of the
bourgeoisie, resulting in socialism, a classleskeggalitarian society.

Contrary to Marx, Weber considers sociology adidgawith the
study of organizations and the role of ideas indbeelopment of human
society. He contended that modern contemporaryesesi are being
organized especially along bureaucratic dimensmmslemonstrated by
his theory of Bureaucracy. The role of ideas isoatsgnificant in
transforming the societies as was demonstratdukeiptotestant ethics and
the spirit of capitalism. Weber has also drawnatiention of sociologists
to the study of power and authority relationshipghe society which he
called domination. He argued that legitimated povesults in authority
which leads to three types of domination. These lagal or rational,
traditional and charismatic domination. Rationaglwation is the basis
for modern bureaucracies with definite hierarchieatangements and
structures as well as functions. The traditionamohation is through

14



customs and traditions, while that of charismagi¢hrough gift of grace
or extra-ordinary qualities of the individual orpen.

Parsons also lend his contributions to socioldggrgons: 1964).
He was concerned with human behavior in the soewbigh he christened
social action. It is known as social action anaysihich sociologists
should also concern themselves with. Parsons trereflassify human
behavior based on motivations for human action. ddecribes human
behavior as been determined by the motives of thar.aParsons further
argued that for society to survive and developedguires functional pre-
requisites. These are identified to include; patteraintenance, tension
management, goal attainment, adaptation to enviemtrand integration
of the various components.

3.2  Factors that necessitated the emergence of Sogy

Before the Comtian era, Greek and Roman philosaploérold had
reflected intellectually on the societies of thieme. Notably among these
social philosophers were Thomas Hobbe, John Locke Jgan Jacques
Rosseau who focused their attention on the quesfipolitical and social
life of the people. They examined the basis of tmganization and
administration of society, as well as the relatiopgetween government
and citizens. During the enlightenment era, violentolutions became
widespread in Europe. Notable among these revolsitiwere those of
Germany, Britain, Italy and France. German unifaratorought wars in
the country that revolutionaries the nation. Thglsh revolution brought
about by conflict between king James 1 and parli@me the 17th
Century brought many changes in Great BritairfoBethe revolution, it
was the church that crowned the kings and gave thwnsupreme
political power over the kingdoms. These positiotise revolution
challenged vigorously and sought to change. Thaas also the French
revolution in 1789 which saw the violent overthradvking Louis xviii
and the subsequent strengthening of parliament. ma@r demands of
the French revolutionaries were liberty, equalitg &aternity.

These developments notwithstanding, the major etrettshaped
the emergence and development of sociology wamthsstrial revolution
in Britain. The industrial revolution brought abowidespread changes
which made people to ask fundamental questionstdifeuand society
generally. Among the changes that occur were thsuplion that
accompanied the industrialization process; sodetecoming more
chaotic and the pollution to environment emanafirmgn industrial by-
products. Peasant migration from rural to urban nwor factory
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employment was witnessed. There was also the fisgties with its
anonymity. Also the collapse of religion as a seuof moral authority,
the demise of the old view of social order as arddiby God and the rise
of explanations based on science change eventseTdi@anges occurring
in traditional European societies necessitatednipetus that encouraged
the emergence of sociology as a scientific disoli

The emergence of sociology was further aided byctirrency and
popularity of the evolutionist theory of Charles ridan (1859) which
traced the history of all species of plants andnais from their earliest
origins. The influence of Darwinic organic or bigloal evolution theory
led such social philosophers as Herbert Spencéngtand who sought to
understand the developments of human society tdy abp theory of
organic evolution to human society. Other pionéerthe development of
sociology included Lester Ward, an American wholighled his dynamic
sociology in 1883. In this work Lester Ward advechsocial progress
through social action guided by sociologist.

Two other factors facilitated the development o€islogy as a
discipline. The first been its adoption of the stiec method of
investigation in the study of social behavior. $bmjy emerge as a
scientific discipline using all the principles angethods of investigation
as found in the other pure sciences of chemistinysigs, Biology etc.
Auguste Comte was very zealous about developirenseifor the society
and was instrumental in the development of rulesoafological method.
The other factor for the development of sociologgsvihe exposure of
Europeans to the radically different societies dfica, Asia and the
Americans whose exposure revealed that differemieses were at
different levels of development. This differenceythbelieve called for
analysis and explanation. Sociology attained theustof an independent
academic discipline in 1892 with the establishnanthe Department of
Sociology at the University of Chicago, United 8tatof America. In
Africa, the first Department of Sociology was e$istied at the
University of Ghana in 1951. In 1895, the Ameridamrnal of Sociology
was established to publish and document researdthnéellectual works
of sociologists. By 1905, the American sociolog®atiety, a professional
body of practitioners in the field of sociology caunto existence.

3.3  Methodology of Sociological Study
The methodology of sociology as conceived by thanébng
gathers of the discipline, which has been summar®eJohn Rex refers

16



to classification and searching for laws, and dstalment of causal
relations and sequences.

Sociology should classify social facts in terms alfservable
characteristics of human behaviours, and instihstior organizations.
This is normally based on empirical investigatiofisis method is similar
to the biological sciences which deal largely wikle classification of
living things into animals and plants. Even amongsetmals further
classifications are made. The human body in pdaticis classified into
various systems ; the digestive, excretory, skkelatad reproductive etc.
In a similar vein, the sociologists classify humswociety into various
system e.g the political, economic, cultural, relis, amongst others.

In searching for laws, sociologists achieve itwo ways. Firstly, it
is by the process of induction and secondary, ibysthe process of
deduction. Induction is the process of moving fraan particular
phenomenon to generalizations of the incidenceuch phenomena. In
other words, by observing characteristics of a pgraaf people in
understanding the behavior manifestations of thgela segments, or
corporate groups in society. Deduction is by movirgm the general
characteristics to the particular phenomenon beibserved, leading to
the identification of similar characteristics offdiences involved with the
phenomenon under study. The manifest characteriséin thus be utilized
to understand the unobservable of any given phenome

Sociologists establish causal relations and sexpsethrough cause
and effects relationships. In understanding theatigriships among
variables, in terms of independent and dependerdhia, the sociologists
apply the causality model. In any given event ariaooccurrences, there
is always cause and effects. The causes may nbebdirect outcomes in
terms of effects, nevertheless, that relationshem de or is being
established in terms of causes and consequencesci@ behaviors or
events or even social action.

In any case, sociology has applied and will cargino apply its
methodology in the understanding of society andvagk of human
relationships. The founding fathers were concemredre-occupied with
these models of investigations as they relate todmbehaviours and the
social system. The study of man and his sociejuires these methods
and approach, yet it cannot be as exact as in dse of the physical
sciences. Moreover, sociology is a social scienealimg with human
beings who are complex and difficult to experimemider controlled
laboratory situations to give solid results. Nekekess, its objectivity and
methodology give credence to the discipline astiience of society.
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Self Assessment Exercise 1
Discuss the methodology of sociological enquiry.
3.4 Definition and Subject Matter of Sociology of Religon

Sociology of Religion is the study of the f&bg from a religious
perspective. It is the systematic study of sociedgiables from a religious
view. Sociology of religion therefore constitutesiategral part of a more
general study of culture and knowledge. Cultura tstal way of life of a
people learned and passed from generation to gemerdeligion is a
cultural element and as found in all societiesasvgrful and pervasive.
Religion is found to be at the centre of politicelconomic, social,
educational, technological and scientific life of people. Inbuilt in
religion are theological and doctrinal teachingswedl as values, laws,
ethics, creeds and beliefs that shape the lifedblegents in a society.
Sociology of religion therefore is interested irdarstanding the extent of
involvement, participation and contribution religiohas made in
patterning and providing direction in the society.is interested in
studying the extent to which religion has brougbbwt change and
development in the society. Sociology of Religiosoaexamines the
historical development of religion, its origin artle various forms
religious beliefs have taken over time. Also, stogg of religion seeks to
understand the impact of religion on the individaalwell as institutions
of the society. It tries to understand the impdctadigion on families,
marriages, politics, technology and developmerd society. Indeed, the
sociologist of religion studies the entire socipyying particular attention
to human interactions, relationships, beliefs, mand values among the
various religious groups in the society. It studibanges that have taken
place among the various religious denominationsdowday and seek to
understand the dynamics and dialectics of such gdwmncluding the
direction such changes take. Sociologists of mfigistudy social
aggregates, groups and organizations as well agsitiens, law and crime
as they relate to religion. The discipline studwyftiot, deviance and tries
to undertake research that will enhance peacey amig stability in the
society.

Self Assessment Exercise 2

Define sociology of Religion and explain its subbjetatter.

18



4.0 Conclusion

Sociology is the scientific study of the societyheT discipline
emerged out of the desire to understand the chaatizre of the society
following the industrial revolution in Britain. Theoncern of early
sociologists therefore was to maintain order amdbikty in the society.
Sociology of Religion as one of the sub-disciplinefs sociology is
concerned with studying society from a religiousspective. The course
is interested in understanding the degree to witetigion impacts on the
society generally.

5.0 Summary

In this Unit, we have dealt with definitions of $mlogy and
Sociology of Religion. We have discussed the cirstamces under which
Sociology emerged as a discipline. Sociology ofidgkah as a sub-
discipline under the general discipline of Sociglagpver all aspects of
the society where humans are involved. It triesldok at social
phenomenon from a religious perspective drawingclumon from a
holistic approach to issues of interaction, reladldp and development as
well as science, technology and law.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

l. Identify and explain the factors that necessdahe emergence and
development of sociology as a scientific discipline

7.0 References/Further Reading
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1.0 Introduction

We are still on the foundation units of this courgée therefore
need to discuss the concept of Religion and sotiatyng discussed the
meaning of Sociology and Sociology of Religion he tprevious unit.
Religion as a cultural element is powerful and peatas all facets of life.
In this unit, we shall discuss the concept of ieligand society with a
view to familiarizing ourselves with these concepge will also look at
the various types of societies.

2.0 Objectives
At the end of this unit, you should be able to;
0] Define the concept of Religion
(i)  Explain the meaning of the concept of society
(i)  List and explain the types of society
3.0 Main content
3.1  The Concept of Religion

Religion is a unified system of beliefs and preesi relative to
sacred things; things set apart and forbidden whicite into a single
moral community called a church, all those who adh& them
(Durkheim 1917). Religion is a cultural instituti@md is an instrument,
for the satisfaction of needs. It is an institutioonsisting of culturally
patterned interaction with culturally postulatedpethuman beings.
Religion comprises those aspects of our behavicwsaiplexes that are
organized around beliefs, in spiritual or superurdt beings. Two
concepts that are important in the definition ofligien are the
supernatural and the sacred. The concept of ther sigtural is basic and
crucial in the definition of religion. The superaal beings are of three
main internal differentiate categories, God, spirénd ghosts (Otite:
1979). The great and supreme God is believed te beated the universe
and control all that is in it. God, who is consiel@rall powerful, rules the
world from above and is accessible to believerse Most high God is
found in many cultures of Africa. Among the Tiv Bénue, He is called
Aondo; the creator, who is omnipotent and has aibsalontrol and final
authority over the universe.

Among the Nupe, the concept of God is the mostchasd central
concept in religious life. The Nupe call God “SoKbtie one who dwells
in the sky. God is generally believed to rule frahe sky where he
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resides. He is approached through intermediaridsti ¥1969) adds that
the human intermediaries are of two kinds; humaah gmiritual beings.
The human intermediaries consist of priests, drginetual elders who
lead prayers and making of sacrifices to God. &itibeings comprised
of ancestral spirits, spirits of national heroed amen gods such as those
of the sky, thunder, rivers, etc. Among Africanigiln, spirit are varied.
They are animated in rivers, road junctions, treesises and even
mountains, such spirits are believed to be closeman as guardian
spirits.

The third category of supernatural beings is ghosho are
sometimes considered to be spirits of dead rektidacestral spirits or
ghosts are said to be souls freed from dead bdkesetain an active link
with their living kinsmen. Based on their closeat&nship with the living
and their previous existence in the society, theyansidered different
from spirits. They are believed to share the emstiof the living.
Sociologists have traced the origin of religion @aocestor worship
(Spencer: 1896).The living and their departed kimsrare linked through
emotions and religious practices.

Self Assessment Exercise 1
Define Religion
3.2  The Concept of Society

The world society emerged in the™6entury, derived from the
French société which stemmed from the Latisocietas a “friendly
association with others,”fronsocius meaning “companion, associate,
comrade or business partner.” The Latin word isabty related to the
verb sequj “to follow,” and originally may have meant “folier.” In the
social sciences, a society has been used to mgaoug of people that
form a semi-closed social system in which mostradtons are with
other individuals belonging to the group. Sociatyaigroup of people who
share a common culture, occupy a particular teraitcarea and feel
themselves to constitute a unified and distincitentt is a network of
relationships that binds members together. Thizesause human beings
live in groups known as communities whose membleasescommon and
peculiar culture. A community is a unit which hasmmon boundaries.
Communities require planning, organization, adntiatgon and control.
In several ways there is stratification in the sbci Members of a society
are educated on how to think, act, work, relatdhtr neigbours and
make decisions on their own. Society has seveeshehts. As identified
by Dzurgba (2009), these elements include; land,pujadion,
relationships, institutions and work. People neaud|for production of
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food, water supply, housing, mineral resourcesstrantion etc. people
are the users of land and other resources founthrah Human beings
interact with land to produce various useable codities required for
human development. Land has influential implicagidior all human
activities. To be able to manifest its full potafities man must interact
with land in a manner as to enable land estabtsmportance and be
useful to all.

Population is another important element of sociétygociety does
not exist without people living in it. People prdeilabour which work on
land to produce results. Therefore, the issue awkedge and skills
possessed by members of a society becomes velyrvitansidering the
characteristics of a particular society. Again, diraension of relationship
becomes very vital in any society. In the coursantéraction, people
create various forms of relationships in the sgci&uch relationships
exist in form of marriage, friendship, family andighbours, business and
working relationships. Institutions such as edwsgtigovernment, law,
religion and health exist in the society so as msuee proper social
conduct for enhanced order and stability. Polii€salso an important
element of society. Political parties, house okaddies, senate, House of
Representatives and electoral bodies responsiblecinduct of elections
are sub-institutions of politics. These institusoare important in any
society because they are related to power and theegs of power
acquisition in any society. Power is used for thetml of resources both
human and material. Political institutions carryt several valuable
functions such as information dissemination, edanatmobilization and
governance.

Another important element of society that we wlibcuss here is
history. The history of a people provides a stavade for their past and
present events. It provides a window to understandihe present
conditions of a people with a view to improving dheir present
predicaments. History provides the necessary imtion about the
background of a people; their customs, valuesjtuisins, technology,
progress and development of society.

Work also forms an important element of society.rkMengages a
large number of people. While many people work gsicddlturist, many
others work as civil servants, industrial workdrsalth workers etc. By
engaging in various working activities, peoplesneaalaries through
which they provide food stuff and other needs foenmbers of their
families.

23



Self Assessment Exercise 2
Define the concept of society.
3.3  Types of Society

Sociology recognizes many types of society andndsfithese types of
society in a very clear manner. Following are sashéhose types of
society and their characteristics.

Tribal Society

A tribe is group of bands occupying a contiguoasitory or
territories having a feeling of unity deriving fronumerous similarities in
culture, frequent contacts and a certain commuaitynterests. A tribe
may also be defined as a social group with terataffiliation that are
endogamous with no specialization of functions auls tribal officers
hereditary or otherwise, united in language oretiakecognizing social
distance with other tribes. A large section ofdtipopulation depends on
agriculture for survival.

Characteristics of Tribal Society

The tribe inhabits and remains within definite andmmon
topography. The members of a tribe possess a ausswss of mutual
unity. The members of a tribe speak a common lagguahe members
generally marry into their own group but now dueirioreased contact
with outsiders there are instance of tribes magyntsider as well. The
tribes believe in ties of blood relationship betwats members. They
have faith in their having descended from a comnmmeal| or mythical,
ancestor and hence believe in blood relationshijs wther members.
Tribes follow their own political organization wiianaintains harmony.
Religion is of great importance in the tribe. Theal political and social
organization is based on religion because they guemted religious
sanctity and recognition.

Agrarian Society

The invention of plough marked the beginning ofasigin societies
6000 years back. According to Collins dictionarySuiciology Agrarian
society refer to any form of society especiallywénaditional societies
primarily based on agricultural and craft productrather than industrial
production. Wallace and Wallace described agrarsotieties as
employing animal drawn ploughs to cultivate thedlaifhe mode of
production of the agrarian society that is cullimatdistinguishes it from
the hunter-gatherer society which produces nonesdbod. The theories
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of Redfield and Tonnies are considered importaobd® Redfield talks
about folk-urban continuum and little tradition agckat tradition as his
paramount focus in rural studies. Tonnies on theerothand discuss
concepts of Gemeinschaft and Gesselschatft.

Industrial Society

The Industrial mode of production began some 2&6&ry ago in
Britain and from there it spread to the entire @Woth the simplest sense
an industrial society is a social system whose nad@oduction focuses
primarily on finished goods manufactured with thed af machinery.
According to Wallace and Wallace, in industrial isties the largest
portion of the labour force is involved in mechauzroduction of goods
and services. The term industrial societies origidarom Saint Simon
who chose it to reflect the emerging central rdlenanufacturing industry
in the 18 century Europe in contrast with previous pre-indak and
agrarian society.

Characteristics of Industrial Society

Industrial society is associated with the emergenof
industrialization which transformed much of Eur@mel United States by
replacing essentially agriculture based societigis iwdustrial base on the
use of machines and non-animal sources of energydduce finished
goods. Industrial societies are in a continualestdtrapid change due to
technological innovations. The high level of protikity in industrial
societies further stimulates population growth veheeople start living in
cities and urban areas.

New medical technologies and improved living standd serve to
extend life expectancy. The division of labour bees complex with the
availability of specialized jobs. The status aréhieeed rather than
ascribed. The family and kinship as social ingbiug are relegated to the
background. There is breakup of joint family systand nuclear family
units becomes prominent. The influence of religdominishes as people
hold many different and competing values and beli&he State assume
central power in the industrial societies. Indadism is associated with
the widening gap between two social classes ofékaand ‘have nots.’
The rich or the captitalist class is seen as ekpfpithe class of the poor
known as working class However in most of the sidal societies there
is steady reduction in social inequalities. Indastsocieties have given
rise to a number of secondary groups such as ctipos, political
parties, business houses and government bureaegracultural and
literary associations. The primary groups tendgeltheir importance and
secondary groups come to the prominence.
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Post-Industrial Society

The concept of post-industrial society was fiminiulated in 1962
by D. Bell and subsequently elaborated in his sammork ‘Coming of
post industrial society’ (1974). It describes theoromic and social
changes in the late twentieth century. To Beleoretical knowledge
forms the axial principle of society and is the re@uof innovation and
policy formulation. In economy this is reflected time decline of goods
production and manufacturing as the main form amneenic activity, to
be replaced by services. With regard to the classtsre, the new axial
principle fosters the supremacy of professional teatinical occupations
which constitute a new class, in all spheres ofneaoac, political and
social. Decision making is influenced by new irgetbal technologies and
the new intellectual class. Other writers have asmmented on the
growing power of technocrats in economic and pdltilife. Galbraith
(1967) believes that power in the United statesienty and therefore in
American society as a whole lies in the hands t#chnical bureaucracy
of the techno-structure of large corporations.

Features of Post-Industrial Society

Post-Industrial societies are marked by:
» A declining manufacturing sector, resulting in delstrialization.
* A large service sector

* Anincrease in the amount of information technolagfyen leading
to an “information age”. Information, knowledge datreativity are
the new raw materials of such an economy.

The industry aspect of a post-industrial economyseast into less
developed nations which manufacture what is needeldwer cost.

This occurrence is typical of nations that indadized in the past such
as the United States and most Western Europeartrsin

Self Assessment Exercise3

List and explain the various types of societies tio@ed in this unit.
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4.0 Conclusion

Religion is a unified system of beliefs and prasgicelating to the
sacred which unites all facets of life. Religionoyides answers to
guestions beyond human comprehension and as slppdwfy people of
the society. The society is a group of people wires common culture,
occupy a particular territorial area and constitat@listinct entity. The
society has several elements which binds it togetiibese elements
include institutions, history and work.

5.0 Summary

in this unit, we looked at the concepts in of Rieligand society.
Religion as an institution of the society is fouimdall societies of the
world in one form or the other. The society progidihne necessary
platform for religion to operate. The society comes of group of people
who share common cultural antecedents and occugsfiaite territorial
area constituting a distinct entity. It has distietements that make it a
unique phenomenon. The various types of societredude tribal,
Agrarian, Industrial and post industrial societies.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. List and explain the characteristics of posustdal societies
2. Explain the characteristics of tribal society

7.0 References/ Further Reading

Durkheim, E. (1917) The Elementary forms of Reliugdife. New york:
collier Books Ltd.

Dzurgba, A. (2009) An Introduction to the sociotagf Religion. Ibadan:
John Archers Publishers.

Mbiti, J. (1969) African Religions and philosoptyondon: Heinemann.
Spencer, H (1896) Principles of sociology. Bloonamg The free press.
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1.0 Introduction

You have studied the meaning of Religion in th& lanit before
this one. Religion is based on the belief in thestence of supernatural
beings who exert control and influence over peapléhe society. Now
we are going to explain to you the nature of Religi beliefs. This will
help you appreciate why issues of religion areroftententions

2.0 Objectives
At the end of this unit, you should be able to;
0] Explain the nature of religious beliefs

(i)  Explain the fact that all religions of the wdrare based on
one form of belief or the other.

3.0 Main content
3.1 The General Natural of Beliefs

Beliefs are strongly and deeply held ideas or vialsut a thing.
Beliefs provide guidance to social behavior whettiés be religious,
scientific, or political behavior. In life, humareings are faced with a
bewildering array of choices to take. We often himveope with pressures
and counter pressures to follow this or that aliBme course of action. In
the absence of beliefs we will probably find ouvssl switching
undecidedly between alternative courses of actiath perhaps end up
accomplishing nothing. Our beliefs provide us witlirection and
guidance and the sense of purpose that we needcidedand select a
particular course of action. Belief in what we dmng, why we are doing
it and how we are doing it, is necessary as a rattm factor within the
individual.

The beliefs we hold also influence our perceptiod aterpretation
of the things going on around us. This means thaaotions are based on
beliefs. Beliefs differ from person to person, frgroup to group, and
from society to society. Beliefs do not exist iml&ion but normally
belong to one or other of the complex belief systegether that form
part of a society’s culture. Beliefs hang and catnegether in a
compound integrated way. Belief systems are leaswediltaneously as
we learn the other aspects of our culture in tloegss of socialization.
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Beliefs can be verifiable or non-verifiable. Redigs beliefs are
largely non-verifiable (in terms of the “scientiiicethod”) whether non-
religious or secular beliefs are largely verifialBeliefs systems give rise
to systems of values and ethics which are evaleiatygtems that specify
how people ought to behave or what social good/ibtleey ought to
pursue or refrain from. When such value or ethsgatem flow from a
religious beliefs, they a referred to a religiousratity, but when they
derive from secular or non-religious sources theycalled secular
morality. These two typologies are however not rallyexclusive.

In a great number of cases secular ethics andioes morality
support each other. Indeed much of secular ethiesdarived from
religious ethics. This is explained by the facttthath the religious and
the secular are parts of the same wivwadhech we call the social system.
Being parts of the same whole one cannot be isblatem the other
except in an analytic sense only.

Self Assessment Exercise 1
Discuss the general nature of belief
3.2  The Nature of Religious Beliefs.

Religion is a cultural phenomenon which reflectsmattempts to
come to terms with his environment particularly iaxoncerns those
aspects of it which he does not understand sucldeash, pain and
suffering. In their explanations of the origin afligion (in the form or
animism” which means belief that the forces of mate.g volcanoes,
thunder, lightening etc. have supernatural powedyvard B. Tylor and F.
Max Muller stated that religion originated to sBtisnan’s intellectual
nature, to meet his need to make sense of dea&ndrand visions.

All societies have one form of religion or the ethIn these
different cultures, there exists different systeshseligious beliefs. What
is however common among the different belief systesthat in each
case such beliefs are centered around a fundaméetaf in the
supernatural being or something which is above laaybnd the natural
world.

The human person is limited in his thought proesssuch that he
can conceptualize phenomena only in terms whicls Hamiliar with i.e
in terms of the conditions operative in the natukarld of which he
personally is a part. Consequently, gods and spint the unseen
supernatural world are percieved as good or exdlugh and jealous, they
marry and beget children, can be offended and aepeavhen offended,
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can revenge either in the present life or in therbfie. These beliefs about
the supernatural beings and the supernatural wamédcouched in the
form of religious creeds and myths in order to mékem meaningful.
They present pictures of heaven, hell, hades, liy®aa fields etc. and
characterize them as places inhabited by God, satgods and spirits.

Religious beliefs formulated as creeds and mytbs explain the
link or relationship between the natural world @he supernatural world.
Such relationships often hinge upon a belief inah#ity of God or gods
to assume human likeness or form and come into huwwaenmunities to
associate directly with mortal men. The supernatioeang or beings are
also believed to maintain contact with the natwratld through an ability
to beget children through human mothers and in ss@hner establish an
indirect relationship with the human world.

In every society, there are certain objects (#ag, stone, animal)
which are associated with religious beliefs and r@garded as sacred.
Such objects are usually treated with reverenceatVi# sacred in one
society may not be sacred in another society, #tws common among
societies is that each share its peculiarities @aaple treat religion with
some degree of seriousness.

4.0 Conclusion

Beliefs are found amongst all religions of the MorBeliefs
provide the necessary foundations for religion.i@glare strongly held
ideas of individuals in objects of the sacred. phenomenon of belief is
centered around the existence of a supernatunad bleat wields influence
over adherents. The supernatural may be perces/bdrzevolent, wicked,
protective and generous. Consequently, reverermeur and adorations
are accorded the object of worship based on theflibat he is capable of
influencing decisions for the people of a societgws a dividing line
between what is sacred and what is profane or aedabr Christians as
an example, the cross is regarded as sacred, daletws the Ark of the
covenant Muslims regard the Black stone of Kabalsaased while the
Hindus treat the cow as a sacred object.

It is also on record that most preliterate soegetiad one form of
animal totem or the other. In some societies thésturtle, the python, the
monkey, fish, or whatever other animal a group tfassen as a sacred
religious totem or object, and which it treatshmieverential respect and
an attitude of worship. To keep creeds, myths autesl objects from
losing their religious force in the minds of peqpémd thus keep them
from dying away, they are backed up with religiotisals and ceremonies
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which are occasions for re-enacting and reinfgrcthose religious
beliefs.

5.0 Summary

In this unit, we discussed the nature of religibesefs. Beliefs as
a fundamental element of religion are based oniriability of man to
provide concrete answers to basic questions aflhi@dividuals in society
therefore hold beliefs relating to the existencawgbernatural beings who
are deified in form of objects of sacrilege. Sudijeots are worshipped
and honoured with sacrifices and libations.

6.0 Tutor-marked Assignment

Discuss the nature of religious beliefs.

7.0 References/Further Reading

Eddiefloyd, M (2003), Basic sociology. Enugu: CIIRRress Ltd.
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1.0 Introduction

We had discussed the nature of Religious beliefdhhénprevious
unit. Religion, be it Christianity, Judaism, Africdaraditional religion etc
possessed elements that are very fundamental contsued sustenance.
We will therefore identify and discuss these ba$gtnents of Religion

2.0 Objectives
At the end of the unit you should be able to:

() Explain the various elements of Religion

(i) Define the role which these elements play swstaining
religion in the society

3.0 Main content
3.1  The structural elements of Religion

Religion all over the world has been found to cas® of four
structural elements. The elements as identifiedHBoyliefloyd (2003)
include; Belief, ritual, emotions and organizatideliefs are strongly
held conviction by the people who are adherenta teligion that their
object of worship is capable of solving their perbk. Religions of the
world are based on belief and the recognition amdton of a sacred
supernatural being. The sacred supernatural bsirigerefore venerated
and worship by followers. Indeed, without belieiete would be no
religion.

Ritual as an element of Religion refers to religioacts, ceremonial
practices and customs that are geared towards enghip of the sacred.
Religious rituals are a way of venerating and hoimguthe sacred. Rituals
reaffirm the total commitment of adherents andfaetes their belief in
the sacredness of the object being worshiped. Toegtitute practical
avenues where members demonstrate their strongioei belief.
Normally, religious rituals require the observaméeertain special types
of behaviour such as prayers, offering of sacrijcgbservance of feast,
meditations and the wearing of particular cloth&sldiefloyd: 2003).
Ritual observance is identified with groups andtsethat practice
particular religious doctrines. Among the Romanh@it Churches in the
world, several rituals exist inform of sacramenthich members are
obliged to partake, for example, the ritual of lmpt the consecration of
the holy Eucharist, the genuflection in the chuaioh seeing as rituals that
must be imbibed by all practicing Catholics. A venportant function of
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ritual is that it brings faithful together for muaiu stimulation and
motivation and for reaffirming their belief in th@ower of the sacred
object of worship. Rituals also provide an avenoe déxpression of
emotional unity and open declaration that membeasehabsolute
commitment to the supernatural being which is b&mgshipped.

The third element of religion is emotions. Thisiseference to the
spirit of reverence, humility, ecstasy, excitemant even terror that is
evoked in the believer as he presents himselfarptiesence of the sacred.
The notion that one is present in the midst ofsaered evokes behavior
that is considered appropriate for the occasioneMiaithful engage in
religious rituals and ceremonies, there is a teogléar them to become
engrossed by the presence of the sacred. At spehi@d, individuals are
emotionally attached to each other and may be pdeslito do whatever
their leaders would ask them to do. This is becdligg are at this point
overshadowed by the presence of the supernatuvalwyll find that most
religious conflicts in Nigeria involving Christianand Muslims often
commence immediately after religious meetings. They made to be
overwhelmed by the presence of the sacred as theypsyched to
consider their fellow brothers who do not belong tteir faith as
unbelievers who deserve no fairer treatment biseteliminated from the
surface of the earth. To Christians, God is emali@s he does not want
his own to suffer. Emotion, therefore becomes apoirtant element of
Religion

The fourth element of religion is organization. Religions are
characterized by some form of organization. Thesteined officials;
priests, cardinals, Bishops, pastors, church asdsst catechists, church
leaders etc who occupy the church hierarchy with fpwwers and
authority vested in them. There are also ordingnedes and laws that
govern the day to day conduct of members. Indegpeiding on the type
of society one comes from, religion exhibit diffetedegrees of
organization. In developed societies of the wesligion is organized
along Bureaucratic lines with a list of officialsdahierarchy. There are
rules that govern relationship among members. Neldping societies
however, religion is not differentiated in termsoofjanization.

Self Assessment Exercise 1.
Discuss ritual as an element of Religion.
4.0 Conclusion

Religion as an integral part of culture of a socieas four basic
structural elements. These elements include, beadsotions, ritual and
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organization. Beliefs provides the basic foundaitor religious faith and
trust in the ability of the supernatural to contrahd intervene in
situations. Rituals provide an avenue for the ractment of religious
belief and open proclamation of adherents in thiétylof the object of

worship. During rituals and ceremonies, emotiores easily displayed as
adherents become overwhelmed by the presence cfatired. Religions
are also characterized by some form of organizailitvere is a hierarchy
of officials and a body of rules and regulationsehihgovern the conduct
of members.

5.0 Summary

In this unit, we identified and explained the stual elements of
Religion. These elements include Rituals, Beliefmogons and
organization. These elements provide the necessargtural foundations
for the continued relevance and sustenance of iBelig the society.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

List and explain the structural elements of Rehgas discussed in this
unit.

7.0 References/ Further Reading
Eddiefloyd, M.(2003) Basic sociology. Enugu: CIDJRRess Ltd

Igbana, W. (2009) Sociology: A Comprehensive Inirctcbn. Makurdi:
selfers Academic Press Ltd
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1.0 Introduction

In this chapter we shall be looking at theoriesR#ligion and
society. Being a concept that permeates all fackidfe, scholars have
attempted various theoretical explanations of RatigWe shall basically
be looking at three of such theories. They inclsilectural functionalism,
Marxist theory and social interactionist theory.

2.0 Objectives
At the end of this unit, you should be able to;

() List the basic assumptions of structural fuoélism and relate them
to religion.

(ii) Discuss Marxist theory of Religion

(i) Discuss the social interactionist theory efigion
3.0 Main Content

3.1  Structural functionalism

The theory of structural functionalism has its sofstbom the works
of the founding fathers of sociology such as Augu€bmte, Herbert
Spencer, Emile Durkheim, and Talcott Parsons. Romalism takes
society as its unit of analysis. The theory likeseciety to a living
organism that has different but interrelated systewhich functions to
maintain the whole. According to Herbert Spencariet@es like living
organism exhibit varying degrees of structural etiéhciation or
complexity which can be understood in terms of tlaenber of units or
elements in the system. There exist greater inpemigence of parts of the
same system when it is internally differentiatednttwhen it consists of
identical elements. According to Spencer, greatéferdnciation of
internal structures leads to greater integrationtte whole system.
Consequently, due to these differentials, the asgaror system witness
functional harmony of the structures and it is abolesurvive and endure
overtime, by reducing the internal disharmony. dfiomalism assumes
that an entire way of life may lose its purposefuorction through the
process of change. According to Comte human uraleistg,
development and societal changes have been thitbhugé major stages.
This has been the basis for his law of three staGbese are the
theological or fictitive stage, the metaphysicald athe positive or
scientific. The theological was the stage when ao@&vents were
explained by means of superstition and religiolgefse Events and social
happenings were explained in terms of the sacreitied, divinities, and
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God. The meta physical stage marked the reasonmd) lagical
deductions of arguments and discussions prevallbd. development to
positive stage marked the period or era of scien@hdeavours or
scientific discoveries. Technological developmant industrialization
began. It was at this stage that Comte evolveddugal physics which he
later changed to Sociology placing it at the pim@aaf all the sciences.
Sociology for Comte was to serve as a tool for hurf#ilment and
expression of worth so that man could reshape thr&imgs of the society
by adopting and applying those scientific toolsthoughts and human
action and reconstruct society. Comte thought itessary to give
Sociology its pride of place among the sciencesthadunderstanding of
human society through social statics and dynamigscial statics
Comte(1839) further argued should aim at discogttie laws that would
explain how whole societies have changed overtime. The theory
assumes that society has sub systems and ingtgusiach as the family,
marriage, economy, politics, as well as religiougitutions. The survival
of these institutions depends on their ability éofprm on the average net
beneficial functions to the society. The theoryoassumes that stability
in the society is a function of value consensust ieople share common
values and that account for the continued stalalitg order in the society.
The theory further assumes that human society besig basic needs
called functional pre-requisites. These are thedrfee adaptation, goal
maintenance, integration and pattern maintenartoesd needs are met by
the economic, political, legal, family, religiousich educational systems
respectively. In order to ensure the survival ef shciety, these functional
pre-requisite must be met. Functionalists belidwag teligion is important
in the society. That there is no society that ihait one form of religious
practice or the other. Functionalists insist tiedigion unites members of
the society. Durkheim regards religion as purelgogial phenomena.
Society he argues, is a constraining moral forcevels as a creative one
with external constraints. It provides people witle moral rules and
norms which they comply with and cultural resourd¢eswhich they
depend upon. By using the religious activities d&ie tAustralian
Aborigines, Durkheim demonstrated that religionvesrthe function of
integrating the society into a moral whole. The aharder set aside by
the members of society becomes sacred and rittiglt&s are collective
action of group solidarity and response. Societgoeding to Durkheim,
exist over and above us known as moral entity orahr@ality. Religious
rituals increase group consciousness and loyalgligien reinforces a
given social structure. It also restrains deviaghdvior and strengthens
social harmony and solidarity. Religion also proesoibbedience and
loyalty in the society. Durkheim believed that Ren is the worshipping
of society. This led him to study Australian traatial religion among the
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Aboringes. He studied the ‘totem’ and found thdigren provided the
thoughts, perceptions, attitude and actions of gheple. Respect for
sacred symbols is also reflected in social oblayeti and duties of
adherents.

Self Assessment Exercise 1
Outline and explain the assumptions of functimhaheory of Religion.
3.2 Marxist Theory of Religion

Marxist theory of Religion has its roots from thwrks of Karl
Marx and takes the orientation of dialectical matesm. Marx derived
his concept of materialism from the word matter. &tgued that, ideas
derive their origin from matter which refers to ewa@l conditions of
human existence. It is these material forces te&trchine thoughts, and
ideas of men. He thus contended that ‘it is notdtesciousness of men
that determines their social existence but on tbetrary their social
existence determines their consciousness’. Moreadeas do not exist in
a vacuum,they must be related to a historical conto that they can
have sufficient bearing on social reality. The nataf social reality also
changes over time. Hence his conclusion that hupragress or social
development must go through five major stages mamptimitive
communalism, slavery, feudalism and the final steggmunism. Hegel
had earlier conceived of materialism as the movenoémeality itself,
reaching its completeness through the processgafdbdevelopment. He
believes that reality evolve from one stage todtleer by the process of
dialectics. It is this very idea that Max deyedd and arrived at his
theory of dialectical materialism. Marx argued thaality evolved
through contradictions i.e from thesis to Anti- gl then synthesis.
Thesis is referring to affirmation, Anti-thesis i.@eegation and
contradiction then reconciliation i.e synthesisining about the new
social order. Dialectical materialism thereforders to the contradictions
or conflicts and resolutions that characterize rtiegerial forces resulting
to changes from one historical epoch to the other.

The peculiar feature of Marxists analysis of ctgl in society
based on dialectics derives from the fact thaehgpered philosophy with
some degree of reality. Hegel, an idealist, bellethat the external world
i.e, reality is a mere reflection or embodimentsnwdtter. This point of
view is known as materialism, which has been thsisbéor Marx’s
dialectical materialism. According to him therefoideas are derived
from matter. Ideas must be related in a histormahtext and to the
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material world. It is in fact the material worldathdetermines thoughts
and ideas of men and women. The material worldefordo not also exist
in an unchanging and timeless fashion. They charigeugh
contradictions over historical period of time. Thss primarily because
material world today is different from that of thast centuries. It is this
material world that is referred to as historical ten@alism. This is
especially so when the ideas are backed with sawfbn, which can
significantly shape the society or nature of soality.

Thus for Marx historical materialism as alreadgicgated has been
through five major stages namely slavery, feudalisapitalism, socialism
and finally communism. Each historical epoch hascBjrally designated
mode of production forming the basis of relatiopshin the supernatural
arrangements of the society. It is historical matsm that is the
extension of the principles of dialectical matesia or theory of
dialectics as already explained.

The mode of production is not static, but dynaamel it changes
with historical development of society. When theisBrg structure
accommodates further development of productivee®tbe old system of
production is overthrown and a new mode arisesjne&ling new
relations. According to Marx therefore, critical man differences are
generated by socio-economic division of labour asldtionship to the
mode of production.

The character of the mode of production and saektions are
determined by the level of development of the dg@ad by the character
of productive forces. Productive forces and proiductelations together
constitute the mode of production. The various msotleat exist over
historical period of time succeed each other. B@an®le, slavery mode
was succeeded by feudal mode, then capitalist metie Also
contradictions often arise between the productireds and the relations
of production. This is because, the techniquesllsskind working
experience advance more constantly, whereas, tb@ugtion relations
change rather slowly, and behind the productioodsr

Due to this unequal changes in the productive elrand the
production relations, discrepancy arises and adsfldevelop in the
production relations since the obsolete productedations hinder further
development of productive forces. Conflict therefordeads to the
destruction of obsolete production relations anthéreplacement of new
ones corresponding to the new character of theustoa forces that have
grown up. A new mode of production begins a newieiof development,
which passes through the same process. Each siagemonds to definite
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mode of production, which also conditions the docpolitical and
intellectual life of the society in general, asealdy indicated.

Consequently, Marxism is often criticized for aerg all other
aspects of society from the economic activitiesn@n in the society.
Marx sees the interplay between the economic basectety, determined
by the mode of production, with the supernaturawiver, more than his
contemporaries, Marx is credited with concretemaftieto formulate more
universal laws that govern the society.

It has thus contributed largely to the study oheyal laws of
society and detailed, empirical materials for slogsts and other social
sciences. It has also demonstrated the linkagesebet historical and
science, and the nature of human society basedaberialism, created by
economic forces at the base of society, determiewvgyy relationships.
However, Marx has been accused of being a falggheto

According to Marx (1930), man is an exclusive bethgt is born and
developed in the society. He is socialized basethercomplex series of
interactions and relationships which help pattemperception of events
and shape his consciousness. Marx considers thes mmbgroduction
steming from capitalism as the basis for explatati The mode of
production is made up of factors of production &mel social relations of
production. Relations of production refers to diéimelationships entered
into in the course of production of material goadsl services or material
conditions of life. According to Mary, it is the me of production that
determines the nature of relationships in societyfact, in the super
structural arrangements of the society. Marx aelbghe principle of
historical dialectical materialism in seeking anderstanding to the
society. Karl Marx directed his intellectual poweagainst capitalism.
Capitalism is a system of production and trade dase property and
wealth being owned privately. A society where cafstn exists is a class
society since capitalism is based on exploitati@onsequently, Karl
Marx identified the existence of two major classesthe historical
development of society; the bourgeoisie and thelemoat. The
bourgeoisie owns the means of production and af smploys the
proletariat for a wage. The proletariat has no otmset but his labour
power which he sells for a wage. Marx argued thatlfourgeoisie extorts
the proletariat of the proceeds of his labour. TEtur surplus generated
from the productive interactions between the twassks is often
expropriated by the bourgeoisie class. This createguation of mutual
antagonism between the two classes. The resul@ldutf from the
situation painted above is the development of ssctansciousness by the
proletariat class who would mobilize themselves anwrthrow the
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bourgeoisie class and the reinstatement of a nemlsorder known as
socialism.

Using the concept of base and superstructure, Miayued that the
economic base of any society determine its supmtsire (the
government and its institutions). He explains thiaice the bourgeoisie
owns the economic base, they manipulate the supetste to suit their
various purposes. Marx denounced religion as asidh and advocated
for the elimination of religion from society. Hedks at religion as an
opium of the people. Religion hinders the propeowdgh of creative
powers which are capable of scientific exploratidiscovery, invention,
administration and organization of society. Religiencourages the
masses to resign from Reproductive activities aockept poverty as a
condition for religious faith. Marx explained thaeligion supports
capitalism in making the poor more desperate andtrimted. Religion
endorsed the capitalist system of production asttidution of goods and
services. It supports the conditions whereby skidlad unskilled workers
are exploited in kind, time, wages and the provisad social services
such as electricity, water supply and medical sesiln spite of all these
inhuman treatment melted out to the people, raliggemands that
adherents submit themselves to exploitative auiberiMarx explained
that religion was capable of making the problemdifef more bearable
than they actually are. Marx accused religion ofkimg its adherents
docile, stupid and unable to claim their right@tdecent life involving the
security life and property.

Criticisms

Criticism of Marxism or Marxian analysis arise frahe fact that
he predicted a revolution that failed to occur apitalist Europe. It rather
took place in China and Russia, which had neveriregtl the capitalist
stage in their historical development before theohlaion. Also the
middle class which Marx foresaw and predicted wdisappear has
emerged as the dominant class in most capitalcst¢tses today.

Ralf Dahrendorf criticized Marx of thinking thatss conflicts will
always mechanically lead to a revolution. There lranmnstitutionalization
of conflicts. Accordingly, he argued that authorgiructure rather than
class structure is very important in modern soestin preventing
conflicts from escalating into a revolution. Moreoyaccording to Mayo,
Marxist theory of class and class struggle doesemptain change from
Feudalism to capitalism by revolution. And thatldss struggle dominant
the feudal period it was certainly not betweenl#mellords an serfs. Marx
has also been criticized for inadequate concep@atadn of the mode of
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production in his analysis of class when he retei@ it as resources,
techniques, and labour. He ignored the enterprahéuictions and seems
to include capital among materials. Dahrendorf @%so observed that
Marxian analysis of class and class struggles astrital evolution of
society was accurate for the™@entury Europe, but now obsolete for the
post capitalist epoch. Furthermore, the theory ialedtics recognizes
conflicts as well as consensus as the basis feaalstitange i.e Anti- thesis
constituting conflict, and synthesis reconciliatlm#ing the consensus.

Marxian analysis of society, based on conflictsoagst groups,
classes etc. is significant for bringing to our ersdanding the nature of
inequality and conflicts in society as well as sks and class struggles.
Furthermore, his work illuminated the developmehsaciety from one
stage to the other l,e primitive communism, to stgty feudalism to
capitalism and eventually socialism and communiBathrendorf praises
Marx for systematically exploring this phenomendrsacial conflicts by
stating that as obvious as it may seem that sooiaflicts often result in
the modifications of acceptable patterns of behagiolt has neither been
explored as systematically by anybody as by Margegd, this eloquent
testimony by Dahrendorf leaves us without any gands the significance
of Marxian as an approach in sociological analgsid understanding the
nature of human society.

Self Assessment Exercise 2

Outline and discuss the main contentions of Karhvan religion
and society.

3.3 Symbolic Interactionist theory

The theory of symbolic interactionism is tracedthe works of
Charles Horton Cooley and George Herbert Mead. éteNead’s central
concern was the understanding of the relationseipvden human minded
activities and nature. He posed the question tizat,those techniques of
natural sciences be usefully applied to the stddwman mind, to human
social activities. Mead tried to demonstrate thatrnethods of the natural
sciences can be usefully applied in the study ofmdmu minded
interactions and activities. According to him, hummaind can be studied
scientifically like any phenomena, using all theestific methods. The
methods of natural sciences include experimentatarsal relationships,
observations and interpretations. It also involapplying the procedures
and processes used in physics, chemistry, bioletry,as well as the
relationships amongst variable. Herbert Blumer led a more elaborate
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analysis on symbolic interactionism through higstic@sms of variable

analysis. Variable analysis deals with the explanat of relationships
amongst variables especially between two or morabies i.e frustration
causes aggression. Here we are having two varial@esustration and
aggression. We can demonstrate scientifically thdependent and
dependent variables. But Blumer argues that thesfiea of this procedure
without modification in the study of human mind dttprinciple of

symbolic interaction) is inacceptable.

Blumer suggests that “in order to act, the indialdhas to identify
what he wants, establish an objective, or goal, m#pa prospective line
of behavior, note and interpret the actions of hsize up his situation,
check himself at this point or that point, and freqtly, spur himself on in
the face of dragging dispositions or discouragiettjrsgy.

In any case, symbolic interactionism accordingHerbert Mead,
has the following:

(@) That human beings are minded individuals whe perpetually
involved in active interactions with one anothene$e interactions
can change behavior etc. It is therefore, basedhenfollowing
concepts

(1) Language:

Language can take the form of utterances i.e g&stur
gesticulations, and movement, in the process ofnaonication
with others, and perhaps self or the individualst@ees arising
from interaction process can communicate silentugaklanguage.
It can also involve vocal utterances. The vocableage may be
sacred or profane, formal or informal, vulgar olitgo

(i)  Interactional setting or arena

This includes all forms of interaction that takeag@ within an
arena or captive audience. Settings are immoveatdke refer to
physical settings but an arena can be createdf@agictal situations
or circumstance. It is the individuals that produena, be it
physical or social.

(i)  Self can be regarded as the thoughts, beligfistudes and actions,
as well as utterances any person has within hinaselé distinct
object. It is a social process that arises fromedpvand silent
conversations and behavioural dispositions, obseitw®ugh one’s
communicative acts and conversation involving gestu
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(iv)  Joint-Act or activity refers to the situatievhereby communication
takes place between two or more persons. Jointaagt take many
forms depending upon people involved in the intioagrocess.

(v) Interaction occasion which includes all behavsthat demonstrate
those involved in the interaction process, themisglic presence
to each other or those interactions which are ie another’s
physical if not symbolic presence.

(vi)  Encounter:

It takes place during interaction occasions. Oocasare the stage
for encounters which may be defined as an act lmtweo or

more person whereby those activity involved in theeraction

symbols visual, auditory, and tactile contact. Emder lasts as
long as two or more persons can sustain mutualratadeling and
relationship. Mead goes on the demonstrate thatahubeings

make gestures, to each other which are expectelictbparticular

responses, and this is through taking the rolehefdther in the
process of interaction. According to him

“The child, for example, gradually acquires theamty to respond
in a kind of imaginative way to his own projectezhduct. Within himself
he rehearses precisely what he is going to dojramardly he responds to
himself. Should the response that he obtains pimbe unsatisfactory, he
will then try again until an act is pictured in msnd which elicits within
himself, the reflection of the satisfactory respmns

An individual therefore directs behavior towardmkelf or herself,
converses with himself or herself and goes ahegzh$s judgment upon
himself or herself. The self concept, which is rexistence at birth is now
gained through social experience i.e by takinglen role of the others.
Furthermore, Mead contended that:

“Thinking is thus preparatory to social action.idtinteresting to
note that Mead considers that sperman “x” factanialligence is simply
this ability of the individual to take the attitiglef the other, or the
attitudes of others generally, thus realizing tigmiicance of the gestures
and symbols in terms of which thinking proceeds smdbeing enabled to
carry on with himself the internal conversationrbgans of gestures and
symbols.

The community or organized social group that presidthe
individual unity of self is classified by Herbert ddd as, first the
generalized social other, which reflects the atgt of the whole
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community. As a member of the community or orgamzra or the
society, the individual anticipates the behaviorotiiers and performs a
variety of roles simultaneously. These roles, atiogy to Mead, specify
rules and techniques which the individual idensifte conforms with, and
thus, observes the generalized pattern of behaumrthe role of the
generalized others. In a highly stable society, dbaeralized image is
fairly settled and varieties of interpretationsrui exist because the roles
are appreciated and well understood. Whereas, ifardgeneous, fast
changing and disorganized societies, there exigesef generalized
others, due to existence of many competing andcdiffroles. However,
it is due to the generalized other that the indiaididentifies with the
society’s aspirations, problems and goals and setarsolve them.

Cooley (1902) argued that symbols are imporitatiie process of
interaction which determines and affects the smaabn of the
individual. Cooley explains that the self develag of a complex series
of interaction process. Employing the concept abklog glass self,
Cooley explains that we learn who we are by intamgowith others. Our
view of ourselves comes not only from direct comé&tion of our
personal qualities but also from our impressioh@k others perceive us.
He used the phrase “looking glass self” to empleathat the self is the
product of our social interactions with other p&opl

Mead (1934) explains that the self developed out afomplex
series of interaction. One important aspect indéeelopment of the self
is the process of role taking. Role taking is threcpss of mentally
assuming the perspective of another, thereby empline to respond
from imagined view point. Mead used the term “gaheed others “to
refer to those attitudes, viewpoints, and expemtatiof society as a
whole; He also use the term ‘significant otherstréfer to those persons
who are important in the development of the sethefindividual.

Symbolic interactionists insist that religion cmhsof a body of
symbols used by the society to obtain meaning eoutiexplained things
of life. Symbols used in religion include objectsck as stones, rivers,
mountains and even animals such as oxen, Tigerdleése animals and
objects are considered sacred and venerated irhipdrg adherents. God
is considered to be a spiritual being and unapaae by human beings
who are considered sinful. Also rituals involvedréligious worship are
perceived as outward symbols of an innermost raglge life of
worshippers. The individual person has to moulddei$ in line with the
percepts of God as indicated by his religious group
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Self Assessment Exercise 3
Discuss the social interactionist theory of religio
4.0 Conclusion

Theories provide the necessary framework for exgilan of social
phenomenon in the society. In sociology of religiwarious theoretical
frameworks exist for the explanation of religionaasocial fact. Structural
functionalism, Marxist and symbolic interactionisprovide such basis
for explanation of religion. The choice of any partar theory is however
based on the orientation of the user as well asptie®ailing socio-
economic realities on the ground.

5.0 Summary

In this unit, we examined the various theoretitameworks that
exist for the explanation of religion in the sogietheories covered here
include, structural functionalism, Marxist theorynda symbolic
interationist theory of religion.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. Justify the view by Karl Marx that religion ispiam for the
exploitation of the people.

7.0 References/Further Readings

Durkheim, E (1961). The Elementary Forms of Religitife.New York:
collier Books Ltd;

Karl, M (1930)._ Communist Manifestélardondsworth: Penguin Books
Mead, G (1934). Mind, self and socieGhicago: Chicago Press.
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1.0 Introduction

The religious institution has been found to berestitution that has
exerted profound influence on the society. Religias been found to be a
viable tool in the order and stability of many sdi@s. In this unit
therefore, we shall examine the relationship bebaredigion and society.
We shall attempt to look at the influence religibas on the society
generally and how this has shaped the directi@vents in the society.

2.0 Objectives
At the end of this unit, you should be able to;

(i) Describe the relationship between religion andedgci
(ii) Identify the influence religion has exerted on sties

3.0 Main Content.
3.1 The relationship between Religion and Society.

Religion is the worshiping of society (Durkheim9@l). The
society makes religious rules for its peace, ordarmony and stability.
Religious beliefs and practices therefore do nastdr a vacuum. They
exist in the society and are practiced by individuaho live in the
communities that form the society. Religious valage themselves a
reflection of values of the society where a patticueligion is practiced.
The mode of religious practices and worship reflette nature of the
society where such religions exist. In traditioddlican societies the
practice of Ancestral worship, beliefs in magictolcraft, divination,
secret societies and indigenous medicine are widadp These various
practices and beliefs are aimed at creating umity solidarity among the
people. For example, the practice of Ancestral hipreamong African
societies has its roots in the belief that therstex link between One’s
dead ancestors and the living members of the contynufhe dead is
believed to know and reward or punish its descetsdahncestors are
therefore in constant watch over the behavior & liing. At death
anybody may be called by the body of ancestorender account of his
or her relationships with the kinsmen left behind Barth. This belief
which is widespread among African societies helgnmis morality,
discipline and order.

Society receives rewards or punishments from sigperal beings
based on their observance and adherence to lavaedhatown by such
supernatural beings. The development and transtmmaf societies is
also tied to the level of adherence to its religipuactices. Consequently,
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evil communities are visited with diseases, drasigiwid floods. Evil
societies are dominated by witches and witchzahdtches are believed
to poses supernatural elements and powers by wingghdo harm to their
fellow human beings. They are also believed to raeet operate chiefly
at night and in secrect places. Religion theretrsures that members of
society maintain a high level of morality so asatmid punishment from
their God.

Members of the society also depend on religion tfegir well
being. The gift of rains, bounty harvest and goedlth depends on the
extent to which members of a society obey God. Agneaocieties of
Africa it is believed that drastic droughts, peside, turmoil and other
forms of misfortune and sicknesses befall a comtyumecause of their
evil deeds and disobedience to the will of God.

Self Assessment Exercise 1.:
Explain the relationship between religion and siycie
4.0 Conclusion

The relationship between religion and society existrom times
immemorial. Members of a community practice religiso as to find
answers to questions relating to life after deatteaning of life and
relationship between God and man. Religion is floeeean inevitable part
of society. It is an integral part of all societiekthe world. Societies
depend on religion to provide meaning to life, pdev answers to
guestions of life after death as well as emotiorald psychological
support.

5.0 Summary

This unit dealt with the relationship between religand society.
Religion as an integral part of societies is foundhave predominant
influence on the people. Religion constitute of gehorms, and dogmas
that relate the individual with the supernaturahbeReligion is therefore
meant to ensure the continued peace and ordecietg®o as to enhance
man’s capabilities and well being.
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6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
Discuss the relationship that exist between refigind the society
7.0 References/ Further Reading

Durkheim, E (1961). The Elementary forms of Religidife. New York:
collier Books Ltd

Mbiti, J.S (1975). An Introduction to African Reion. London:
Heinemann books Ltd.
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1.0 Introduction

Social institutions refer to an enduring complexnafms, roles,
values and sanctions which embrace a distinct segofesocial life. A
social institution is an organized system of socelhationship which
embodies certain common values and proceduresatbajeared towards
meeting the needs of the society. In this unit wié be looking at some
major institutions of the society as agencies bfji@n. The institutions to
be covered here include the family and the school.

2.0 Objectives
At the end of this unit, you should be able to;

0] Explain the family as an agency of religiontime society
(i)  Describe the educational institution as anraxye

3.0 Main Content
3.1 The family as an agency of religion.

The family is a domestic group in which parents ahiddren live
together and in its elementary form consists abapte with their children
(Mair, 1972). It is a kinship grouping which proesl for the rearing of
children and for certain other human needs (Hodaod Hunt: 1976).
Although different definitions emphasize differahings, what is clear
about the family as a sociological concept is thatvolves sex, children,
parenthood, kinship and sometimes marriage and @mmesidency. The
presence of some of these elements in any givecre®n case may
depend on the type of family one is talking abothe family as an
agency of religion comes in handy inform of sociafion duties placed
on it by the society. The family as a basic unitle society is charged
with the responsibility of child rearing and uplging. Every individual
in the society comes from a family. The family ¥gpected to socialize its
members in such a manner as to place God firdt ther daily activities
of life. Every family embodies a set of common \edu(Values about
love, children, life, family routines and religigrgnd a network of roles
and social statuses that determine relationshipinvihe family.
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TYPES OF FAMILY
(@) Nuclear Family

The nuclear family consists of a man, his wife afdldren.
Another term for the nuclear family is elementaaynfly. It has also been
referred to as the natural family. It is also foumather parts of the world
where in many cases it co-exists with other typefamily. The nuclear
family can be further classified into a number ybds. Theses are the
conjugal family otherwise known as the family obgreation, the natal
family also called the family of orientation. Thengugal family is the
family in which one is a father/husband or motheife. Natal family is
the family where one was born.

(b)  Extended Family

An extended family consists of several nucleamilies i.e two or
more nuclear families. A man’s conjugal family aéned through him to
his father’'s conjugal family and through his fattierhis grand-father’s
conjugal family, in that progression (upward andvdward) to form the
extended family. The extended family thus coverg’®muclear family
plus any other kin with whom one is related throbdfod. The extended
family is common on the African continent whereexits along-side the
nuclear family. In England and other western sasethe extended
family was said to have existed prior to the indaktrevolution whose
pervasive influence eroded the extended.

An opposite view however contends that in thessteva societies
the extended family structures still persist evatoahis day. They are
seen to serve as a form of social insurance agé#westaccidents and
misfortunes at the industrial workplace. The seceomv is probably
based on studies that measured the “currency mfacts” and “family
sentiments” among western urban dwellers and thear and distant
relatives, rather than on findings that proved geplical and common
co-habitation of blood kins. Many conflicting views§ this kin often stem
from problems of level in concept operationalizatio

(c) Monogamous and Polygnous Families

These terms are used to describe families in terintee kind of
marriage contract that gave rise to them. A monagamfamily is a
family composed of a man and one wife and theildohin. It is equivalent
to a nuclear family and has been referred to asithple legal family. A
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polygynous family on the other hand is a family gased of one man
and more than one wife and their children. In fgmous family each
wife/mother and her children constitute what idezhla mother-centered
family known as matricentric or matrifocal familpll the matricentric

families within a polygynous family share in onéhiar/husband.

In the typical African setting, each matricentiaenily which in its
own right is a nuclear family is sheltered in afaliént apartment and
maintains a separate kitchen from the rest of theramatricentric units.
In the traditional African setting the father/husias fed in turn by the
matricentric units. It is also important to emplasihat each matricentric
family relates as a unit or as individuals with ttaer members of the
polygynous family. The polygynous family has beeferred to by
another term: “complex legal family” which is lintdoy their relationship
to a common father. One can also speak of a pobyugyfamily.

(d)  Ghost Family

A ghost family consists of the ghost (the patery Wwife, their
children, and the kinsman who became their gerbfprreason of his
customary duty towards a dead relative (the ghéstjhost family is then
a family that is set up through ghost-inheritan@¥mage.

Functions of the Family

The family as a social institution performs a numbiesignificant
functions for society and these functions justitg iexistence. The
functions include: the regulation of sexual behaxidhe replacement of
dead members, the socialization of new membersjgiom of economic
support or care, assignment of social status dalplacement, provision
of emotional support and the provision of physmaltection.

1. The Sexual Regulation Function

The family is the major institution through whichet society
organizes and regulates the satisfaction of sedesites of its members.
No society allows its members to engage in randerua behaviour.
There are always rules which specific who may sex who may not,
whom one may have sexual access to and whom onenatapate with
etc. Although many societies provide some alteveatiexual outlets or
tolerate some degrees of sexual indulgence forevieatsocial purpose
(e.g as a preparation for marriage or a meanstefreing fertility), the
marriage and family system remain the principatimgtwithin which
most sexual intercourse must occur. Hence mosftifall societies, have
norms which prohibit sex outside marriage and #mailfy.
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2. The Reproduction Function

All societies need to replace its members as maowy gld and die
off. Without such a replacement a society will sabsappear or vanish.
The family provides it with the means of reprodgcits number and
ensuring generational replacement. In no sociatyoree most procreation
encourage outside the family setting even in thetnpoomiscuous and
permissive of all societies. It is within the faynlip that adequate role
positions have been prepared for the caring o€tlildren that are born.

3. The Socialization Function

The family in all societies serves as primary agefar child
socialization. Newly born children need to be tautje customary ways
of their society. In the helpless years of thefamty, they need to be
cared for and provided for. Without being taughd tlndiments of their
societies they cannot grow up into functional aslu#tll of this task even
though there are other socialization agencies wbahplay contributory
roles.

The reason is simple. Because the newly-born d¢lgldngs to the
parents, the latter take special care and intenestmonitoring it
development and progress. Because parent havenpérstake in the
growing child they conscientiously pass onto theldcleverything it
requires to mature into a full adult member of stcilanguage, values,
norms, beliefs, food, protection etc. The familyhias the most significant
and influential agency of socialization.

4, Provision of Economic Support

Human beings need food, shelter, clothing in ortersurvive.
These basic needs of life are provided by the fanWithin the family
set-up those who are unable to take care of thessdly reasons of
illness, unemployment, youth or old age find readgistance from other
siblings or family members who are productive antiva and who earn
income. Parents also recognize a social duty td fentheir children or
family members. In small-scale societies the fanslyhe basic economic
unit. This means that members work together asusdimld team and
share commonly in the proceeds of their labour. dWhnheans that the
family plays a great economic role by ensuring ecoic sustenance for
its members or by making it possible for its menshto obtain material
support which cannot be readily obtained outsiéefaimily context.
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5. The Status Placement Function

A person’s family of birth determines his initiglatis in society.
When we are born, we enter into the statuses oparents: we belong to
the same religious and social class of our pardnis.from our parent’s
classification that we must start out in life am@n possibly change it
over the course of time for better or for worseughnot only material
goods and wealth are inherited from the family higo a variety if
ascribed and achieved statuses.

In any society that is stratified according tosslathe status of a
child’s family greatly determines the opportuniteesd rewards available
to that child, and this head-start substantiallyeduines his entire life
chances including his adult status. All things gesqual, a child attains or
maintains the class status of his parents at ad@t This is because the
family of orientation prepares the child for clgsssition identical to it
own. As the child grown he internalize from its fgma set of cultural
norms, values, interests, beliefs and life-habitsiclv enable him to
continue in or re-enact his family class status.

Strangely enough, this process of imbibing ourifigmsocial class
outlook imposes on us a class ceiling or blockabekvmakes it difficult
or impossible for us to achieve status levels aldbwse of our parents.
Quite clearly, our family background is the mosgngiicant single
determinant of our status in society.

6. Emotional Support

Every human being needs a warm, affectionate ogiship with a
close circle of intimate associates. Lack of lovel antimate responses
from others lead individuals to the brink of ematb instability and
possible neuroses. In the harsh industrial enwient of today’s modern
society which is characterized by disappointmedtssatisfactions and
failures, there is a great need for a safe-havetaae of emotional refuge
into which a victim can run for comfort. The famiprovides one such
place.

The family is a primary group that is composedloiod relatives.
In this primary setting emotional needs can beilfedf and very deep
personal feelings can be expressed with no resengawhatsoever. The
family provides us with the companionship and imienhuman responses
with we need to remain emotional stable and to kegupy lives. This is a
very important function.
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7. The Protection Function.

In every society the family undertakes the taskpuadtecting its
members. It offers them physical protection in &ddito economic and
emotional or psychological protection. In many sties family members
so much identify with one another such that anghhmat affects any one
member of the family affects the entire family. Aattack against a
member is taken as one against the whole familyer&hs a mutual
responsibility among members to protect one another

In primitive societies, there was a practice knoas group
revenge. Revenge of an injury inflicted by an ek aggressor was
organized at the level of the group. The individwals not left along to
revenge a wrong done to him personally. Revengera@sgnized as the
responsibility of the group in which a person bged. This could be a
family or clan etc. Physical protection even in modsociety is a role
which most families will be quite ready to play the lives of their
members.

The family as the first point of contact with thodild in the
socialization process plays a vital role in servaisgan agency of religion.
Because the newly born child belongs to the parehts latter takes
special care and interest in monitoring his develept and progress.
Because parents have stake in the growing chilg ¢dbascientiously pass
onto the child everything he requires to mature afull adult member of
society. Religious values form an important commbrd what the family
teaches her young ones. In most families, priositglaced on adherence
to a routine of activities including reading thélei every morning and
night. Family members gather at night to say pmy&fore going to bed
and early morning before commencement of the dagvities. The
family there serves as an important agency ofimelig

Self Assessment Exercise 1
How does the family help in teaching religgdaeliefs to children?
3.2  The Educational Institution As Agency Of Religon

Educational institution comprises that segmenthef basic structure of
society which meets the educational needs of theplpe These
educational needs of the society include transomssif social heritage,
new ideas, skills and values including religiousluea. Education
therefore involves the transmission of knowleddd] and values which
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the individual need to master in order to contnsl physical and social
environment and adapt himself to the demands o§degety of which he
is a member (Eddiefloyd: 2003). Education has s#vempes. These
include, formal, Non-formal and informal educatiéiormal education is
that education which takes places in the classrdons school based
education and involves all experiences that areiged by Professional
teachers and experts. Formal education is orgarbpelg of knowledge
that is structured in curriculum. It is learning imhich individuals

undertake consciously under formal schools witlesulregulations and
organized curriculum and methods of teaching.

Informal education is that type of education whiakes place with
or without its receiver being conscious of its efeeon him. Informal
education takes places everyday and at all timégrel is no formal
setting for it but as individuals discuss, obsesvents and imitate others,
learning takes places. Informal education is nabhpéd and organized and
as such has no consciously planned curriculum.

Non-formal education comprises those highly speci@ducational
experiences which are provided in non-school enmvivents. This type of
education is organized to some extent but do moesent full developed
curriculum. Examples of non-formal education indudtrade
apprenticeship schemes, Agricultural extension famog National youth
service schemes etc.

Educational institution serves as agencies ofiali in a number
of ways. In the first instance, the curriculum ohsols involves teaching
of religion as a subject. The pupils are taughtgialis beliefs and
practices as a way of life which they come to gugwand mature with.
Education also involves imparting on of religiouslues into learners.
Thus learners imbibe values of honesty, humiligglidation and loyalty
molded on sound morality which ensures the prajactif society interest
as paramount.

Education ensures the integration of various difiecsreligious sects and
denomination into one body of believers. Most madsucieties contain
with them diverse religious groups whose cultunes eeligious practices
are not only discordant but may be in actual confliith one another. In
such a situation education comes in handy as asnefamtegrating the
different sub-cultural groups into a common cultafeshared beliefs and
values.
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Self Assessment Exercise 2

How does the educational institution aid in theesging or
religious beliefs and values among learners?

4.0 Conclusion

Religious beliefs and practices get transmittednfrgeneration to
generation through social institutions that serseagencies of religion.
Such institutions include the family and educatlomsstitutions. The
family is the first point of contact between theld¢land the outer world.
The family therefore serves as an important agefcgligion. Because it
is saddled with the primary socialization of its mieers, the family
transmits values and morality to its members foeirtheffective’s
integration into the society. Educational instibatiprovides formal, Non-
formal and informal types of education to religioaslherents. The
institution transmits values and morality to leameThe curriculum of
schools is designed in such a manner as to imelgtaus instructions to
learners.

5.0 Summary

In this unit two major institutions of the societyave been
examined as agencies of religion in the societye Hstitutions include
the family and educational institution. The famgsovides the child with
early religious experiences that help him mouldliiésalong successful
path. Educational institution provides a detailedriculum of activities
for teaching religion as a subject in schools. Ti®vides the learner with
opportunity of meeting God. The emphasis on molaracter ensures
that learners/students learn the sound moral vabfiegligion and the
society.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
1. Discuss the place of the family as an agen®&etigion.
2. list and explain the functions of the family

7.0 References/Further Reaching

Horton, P.B. and Hunt, G. (1976) Sociology. NewR{dVicGraw-
Hill Company

Mair, L. (1972) Introduction to Social Anthropolagpxford: Oxford
University Press.
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1.0 Introduction

Religion and culture are often perceived as twiesiof the same
coin. Religion stems from the culture of a peoalel their desire to
provide answers to culturally defined problemsif#. IThe Religion of a
people portrays an aspect of their culture. Asspreet of culture, religion
provides psychological and emotional remedy toptablems of man in
the society. In this unit therefore we shall examieligion and culture.
We shall look at culture and its various componeautsl proceed to
examine the relationship between religion and celbf society.

2.0 Objectives

At the end of this unit, you should be able to;

(1) Explain the concept of culture and its aspects

(i)  Explain the relationship between religion andture
"3.0 Main Content
3.1  The Concept of Culture

The concept of culture has several definitions. many, culture
represents the totality of way of life of a peoplore clearly, culture is
defined as the complex whole of man’s acquisitiarisknowledge,
morals, beliefs, art, custom, technology etc whiate shared and
transmitted from generation to generation (Otitel &goinwo: 1979).
Culture is therefore everything that is sociallarleed and shared by
members of a society. The concept of culture islusereference to a
group or society. The architectural designs andpaeses to
environmental cues which we collectively refer tocalture are not God
given but are deliberately fashioned out by membés society to guide
life and living in all aspects of society. This ihgs that different societies
have different cultural patterns.

Culture develops out of the desire by a group weracome their
problems as they try to control their environmemtas to improve their
economic, religious, security and technologicaldseéAs a group work
towards providing its needs, it becomes necessarglevise rules and
norms of behavior, create values and principles wikh govern social
interaction and relationship. Culture is therefaae distinctive and
transmissible network of symbols which characterizedesignated
aggregate of people (Eddiefloyd: 2003). Culture eoés such things that
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are man -made, artifacts (Chairs, Cars, planes mteals, beliefs and
feelings (e.g. about the existence of God). Cultbus covers all aspects
of life religion inclusive.

In scientific usage, culture is often defined iariket terms as the total of
life of a people. More specifically, culture is oefd as the complex
whole of man’s acquisitions of knowledge, moralglidf, art, custom,
technology etc which are shared and transmittedn figeneration to
generation. Many anthropologist and sociologisteatahis definition of
culture which was given by E.B.Tylor in his prim#i culture first
published in 1891. The definition stresses thatucelis not a personal
item. Culture is used with reference to a society @roup of societies.
Culture does not die with the death of an indigidar a group of such
people vanish under such mishaps as earthquakes. liere there is the
possibility that the materials and the technologguwch a people may be
dug up at some future date by archeologist andthgd culture of the
society reconstructed.

Culture has both material and non-material aspeltaterial
culture relates to overt or explicit aspect of grét It is a reference to the
visible or concrete acquisition of man in socidBxamples of material
culture include bridges, hoes, houses, cookingsilenhandicrafts etc.
on-material aspect of culture consist of knowledgmyral, philosophy,
language, attitudes, values, norms, religion et@ qieople shared and
transmitted in a society. Non-material aspectsuttiuce are not visible or
tangible but are manifested through thinking antabveor of a people.
Both of these aspects of culture — material andmaterial go together as
the culture of a people. They are however importanthe analysis of
cultural patterns of a people, that is their gelnerade of conduct the
systematic and integrated content of behaviour lwisccharacteristic of
that society. Because of this, it is possible tedmt or anticipate the
behaviour of members of a given culture.

In Sociological studies we do not consider angiety and individual as
uncultured. Every person who is a member of a $pdias a culture.
Ideally, no one culture is better than another. Thacept of cultural
relativity is an important one in sociological dies. By this concept,
every cultural trait or behaviour is judged in tentext of the particular
culture and its value system. The concept imphas both the diversities
of cultures and their comparative appraisals. Wdetbere are universal
traits in culture, there are also traits which &eand only in certain
cultures. Hence there are specific elements whidracterize a culture
and general elements which cut across cultures.edery because culture
is an abstraction, it is impossible to say evesaientific terms that one
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culture is richer than the other. The richness emghparability of such
cultural elements as language, morality, systemsleds, philosophy etc
are obviously impossible to measure.

Cultural accumulation is the process by whielw traits or elements
are added to a particular culture. Hence thereultural growth. This
increases in the number of items or traits in aucelis possible through
inventions or discoveries by members of the soaetthough diffusion.
These processes of cultural accumulation and dii@ll evolution are
fraught with change. culture is not static. It ltasitinuous growth and is
therefore always changing through the acquisitibmore cultural traits
and borrowing. The introduction of a cultural elethenay mean the
introduction of an initial conflict. But such coitfl usually disappear as
the cultural trait becomes accepted. However, rasin every case that
new cultural traits are accepted. A new culturahednt can be rejected by
a society and also there can be continuities asdodtinuities in the
culture of a people. There may be continuitieshie tentral traits of a
culture whereas only the peripheral ones may beodtinued. Cultural
change, sometimes refered to as cultural dynameure when the
culture of a people is modified though time. A pletpculture can be is
shown in their behaviour and manifested in theiefacts and art forms.
Culture therefore cannot be observed directly . MWeacan observe is the
behaviour of people and their technigues and mawferonstructing
material artefacts. Similarly, dancing is not cratutself; it is one form
through which culture manifest itself. Human bebavj speeches,
dances, songs etc are important in a study of reutbnly because of the
light they shed into the way people are trained armought up to be
members of a society. What we refer to earlier agdemal and non
material aspects of culture including carvings, npags, dress,
philosophy, etc represent the end product of celadra people.

Every culture is distinct, with its own histoapd dynamics. Because of
this it can only be evaluated in its own terms leetite term cultural
relativity. In its dynamic yet distinct form, cublel functions as a
mechanism of adaptation to a particular environmeatit social or
physical. It is because of this adaptation thaeaple and their culture
can survive in a particular environment.

Changes in culture are thus caused by sevaebrk: ecological
changes and the need to survive, inventions tooéxgfle environment
efficiently, culture contact leading to the availdp of alternatives,
elements, innovations, process of cultural transimisfrom generation to
generation and the dynamic process involved ininteraction between
society and its culture.
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Self Assessment Exercise
Define the concept of culture and explain it§o@s aspects.
3.2  Religion and Culture in Society

Religion constitute a major aspect of culture; then-material
culture. Every religious practice, value or normbased on the cultural
background of a people. Again, every religious ceney practiced among
the people of a community is traceable to earligltucal practices.
Among the Roman Catholics, many of their religiodtials and
ceremonies have a link to the Roman Culture. Thebcation of feasts
and festivals such as Christmas has their rood®oman Culture. Religion
is culturally determined and as such it expressesvery nature of belief
prevalent in a people. In Africa, the advent of slusary activities potray
Western religion as superior to any other formedigion. The politicized
belief that one religion is superior to another maeharly Christian
Missionaries to Africa come into contact with stdpposition from the
natives. This resulted in the destruction by finel @isappearance through
other means of what was derogatorily labeled idolseveral West and
East African societies. The inability of the misgoes to understand the
culture of the people as was exemplified by theligrous practices and
values often brought them into open conflict. Fraraple, the agrarian
nature of African communities require that men mamumber of wives
SO as to own a large number of workers. Again @radgk between the
living and the dead requires that Africans indulgeancestral worship
through pouring of libations and offering of saicdéls using animals.
Virtually, the Christian church forbade Africansofin marrying many
wives, ancestral worship and the use of blood ohals in sacrifices and
pouring of libations. Hence there is often conflimttween different
cultures and moral standards. Religion is measurddrms of Western
Christian ethical standards and requirements. Jhienomenon many
scholars have argued facilitated the gradual enosfcand destruction of
African cultural values.

One of African’s reaction to the perceived enchmaent on their
culture was the formation of independent indigenasirches and
religious movements (Otite and Ogwoinwo: 1979). fagke of such
churches include the cherubium and seraphim andCtivest Apostolic
Church.
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Self Assessment Exercise 2
Discuss how religion is influenced by culture gieople.
4.0 Conclusion

Culture as the totality of way of life of peopkerelated to religion
in several ways. Religious beliefs and practicemstfrom the culture of a
people. As an aspect of culture, religion reflebts morals, values, norms
and standards adopted by society for its membédrs.ablvent of western
religion tend to destroy the culture of indigenddsca. Western religion
perceive African values and norms as barbaric andugh need to be
abolished.

5.0 Summary

Culture is the complex whole of man’s acquisitidrknowledge, morals,

beliefs, art, custom, technology etc learned arahsimitted from

generation to generation. Culture has material mo@tmaterial aspects.
Religion and culture are related as religion céntgs an aspect of culture,
the non-material. Religious values, norms and mestof a society are
derived from the general culture of the peoplenikally, religion and

culture have not been the best of friends in Afridde advent of

missionary activities in Africa has witnessed theadyal erosion of
traditional African values and percepts.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
Discuss the relationship between culture and @align Nigeria today
References/Further Reading.

Otite, O and Ogwoinwo,W.(1979) An Introduction twmcmlogical
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Igbana, W (2009). Sociology: A comprehensive Inticicbn. Makurdi:
Selfers Academic press Ltd

67



COURSE: Sociology of Religion

Module 2: Issues in sociology of Religion

Unit 4

1.0
2.0
3.0
3.1
3.2
3.3

4.0
5.0
6.0
7.0

Religion and social change in society
Table of contents
Introduction
Objectives
Main Content
The Concept of social change
Sources of Social change

Religion and social change: The protestantc&thind the spirit of
capitalism

Conclusion
Summary
Tutor-Marked Assignment

References/Further Reading

68



1.0Introduction

In the last unit, you learnt about religion andtune. In this unit,
we will focus our attention on Religion and soahblnge. We will first of
all look at the concept of social change generdlhis will place us in a
better position of understanding how religion caimdp about change in
the society. We will look at protestant ethics #mel spirit of capitalism.

2.0 Objectives
By the time you finished studying this unit, ydwsld be able to;

(1) Understand the concept of social change
(i)  Explain how religion can bring about changetihe society
for  development.

(i)  Discuss the protestant ethics and the spiri
capitalism.

3.0 Main Content
3.1  The concept of social change

Social change refers to the significant alteratiohsulture, social
structure and social behavior over time. It is derence to the
modifications that occur within social institutigns social attitudes,
values, beliefs, and patterns of relationship. Whkbange occurs in a
society, patterns of cultural behavior are alterssly institutions emerge
to take care of the needs of the emerging strustame social relationship.
Examples of social change include changes in layguase of new forms
of transportation, changing ideas about sex andlggunew dance, dress
and even marriage. Social structures everywheresrgnd continuous
change. The myriad of observable differences inasgdhenomena over
time call attention to the universal and continunasure of social change.
In sociology everything changes, nothing is cortséxicept change itself.
Otite and Ogionwo (1978) has used the example ef ¢hanging
economic and social roles of women in Nigeria withhe past four
decades to illustrate the concept of change. Thegyam that the
traditional image of woman has been that of a \wifid mother and her
duty was to serve the man. The working woman waeaated with
promiscuity and indecent behavior. Nowadays, thditional role of the
Nigerian woman is changing. This change is dueelgrgs a result of
modernization. Women are no longer restricted te #itchen and
domestic duties. Women are now becoming more iratbivn economic,
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political and cultural events. With improved comroation and
transportation system rural women are getting nmorelved in trade and
commerce. Women are increasingly been involved docation and
politics. Also, women are increasingly been invdvén religious
activities with some of them starting up their ipdadent ministries.

Self Assessment Exercise 1
Define social change.
3.2 Sources of Social Change

Sociologists have over the years identified sdvderctors
responsible for social change in the society. Tinecdon which change
takes as a result of any causative factor depemdiseopeculiar social and
historical conditions that prevail in a particulaociety. Some of the
sources of social change include;

(&) Invention: - This is a reference to new use of existing knogéed
to produce something that was not in existence. Tywges of inventions
exist; material inventions and social inventionsat®fial inventions

involve producing tangible products such as camematomobiles and
computers. Social inventions involve creating dematic institutions,

slavery, and corporations. Invention is not styieth individual matter but
a social process which involves continuous serfesnprovement and
modification towards improving the existing conaliti

(b)  Discovery: - This is another source of social change in socigty
discovery is a new perception of an aspect of tyedthat already exists.
When a discovery is put to use then it becomesuecemf social change.
Discoveries themselves are useless until they atetgp use and can
produce change. For example, the ancient Greeks veguted to have
discovered the principle of steam power and actualiilt a toy steam
engine in Alexandria about 100 AD. They did not fhu$ principle to any
serious use and as such could not generate anficaghchange until the
era of industrial revolution in Europe.

(c) Increases in population: 4ncreases in population of n area may
lead to decline in informal relations, the growth secondary group
relations and the growth of formal institutionatustures. Population
increases also mean increase pressure and demawaitable resources.
Thus, there is increased demand on available infictsre such as
housing, roads, electricity and pipe borne watdneré may also be
increases in poverty, diseases and crime as atresupopulation
increases. These developments generate socialehatite society.
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(d) Conflict: - This has remained a major source of change oeer th
years. Conflicts when they occur may degenerateapen hostilities and
even war. Conflicts that degenerate into war hawesed untold hardship
on the people leading to outbreak of diseasesyuidisin of infrastructure
and maiming or outright killing of people. This @ddepment is noted to
have brought social changes in many parts of thddwBor example, the
people of Afghanistan, Iraq, and Palestine etckamevn to have develop

a high resistance spirit due to frequent wars.

(e) Human Action: - Human action has been noted to be a major
source of change. Human action can be individu@alist collective.
Throughout history, notable personalities and #guhave been found to
take decisions and actions that have led to greatlschange. Adolf
Hitler of Germany, Julius Ceasar of the Roman Eenpmongst other has
been known to have taken actions or decisionsttha¢ turn around the
fortunes of their country. Another dimension of hammaction is the
collective. Collective action takes the form of imbcmovements and
revolts. Organizations such as pro-democracy growupsl liberties
organizations, National liberation groups etc haeen known to bring
social change in the society through collectivierés.

Self Assessment Exercise 2:
List and explain the major sources of social cleang
3.3  Factors That Affect the Rate of Social Change

Social change does not occur with equal rapidityalinsocieties.
Also some societies are more open and more reeeptivchange than
others. Many factors are responsible for this. €hieslude: changes in
our physical environment (which result from humansuse of the
environment, or from natural disaster), populattbanges, and the extent
of isolation or contact with other groups or sdeigt From our treatment
of some sources of social change, we can arriviefatences on how
these factors can affect the rates of social chai@mne of these
inferences are that: constant major change in thesipal environment
gives rise to greater change in the social andialltife of a people; that
a more rapidity growing population triggers off ramocial change, and
that being located in a geographical position oftaot with other cultures
permits more social change to take place. Thuseses change more or
less depending on whether or not they exhibit thestires.

The other factors that also affect the rate ofadathange are: the
structure of society and its culture, attitudes aatlies of a society, the
perceived needs of a society, and the cultural bhaesociety.
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1. The Structure of Society and Culture.

The way a society is structured affects the rateviaith social
change occurs in that society. Studies have shtwanhda society which
emphasizes conformity and loyalty to the grougssireceptive to change
than a society which encourages individual ingwisitess, discretion or
initiative, and which is tolerant of cultural disfly. Again, a society
which ascribes knowledge, authority, and respedtstelderly members,
rather than to its educated intellectuals is marerse to social change.
Also, persons who are educated, who hold factotys,joand who
maintained a newspaper reading habit were foundshow more
receptiveness towards change (Ottendberg, 1959).

In societies whose culture is highly integratecchsuhat one
element or aspect of the culture is tightly intened with the rest of the
culture in mutually inseparable and interdependemy, social change is
less probable. Schneider (1959) has drawn atteritiothe Masai, and
Pakot peoples of Africa (as well as others) whadeures are integrated
or centred around the cattle. In these societigdleccommands a very
high socio-cultural value. It provides the peoplethwa means of
subsistence; it is used for the payment of bridaltheduring marriage; it
serves as a means of measuring one’s social gthrigjuantity one has
determines his position in the social ladder) andllfy, it is an object of
love and affection for its owner who loves eaclilegtist as he loved the
human members of his family

In such a culturally integrated society where ¢hés extreme
overlap of the economy, marriage, family, strasifion and religion etc
social change is strongly resisted. On the contrswgieties whose
institutions and cultural practices are less fusggther or less dependent
upon one another, tend to be more amenable tolsocange. Most
contemporary societies are experiencing much satiahge because of
their loose and flexible social and cultural stawet and their emphatic
stress on individualism and achievement orientation

(i)  Attitudes and Values of a Society

Societies differ in their attitude towards changiewise, some
societies have values which are favourable to ohavigle others do not.
Some societies exist which cherish and revere ffast. They maintain a
long lasting relationship with their dead ancest@n®m they recognize as
spirit to be worshipped. In this kind of societyders are respected and
obeyed, and cultural traditions, rituals and cust@ame permanent features
in the life of the community. Attachment of thisn#i of primordial
essences makes little or no room for social changake place. In such a
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static social system there is hardly any visibléiceoof social change,
neither is such a change considered desirable. Vahagople hold such
attitudes and values that are antagonistic to ahahgre is a tendency for
change to be resisted in that society.

There are however many other societies which gendo and
receptive of change. Such societies are usuallglsaphanging because
the prevailing attitudes and values within themnpote change. Such
values encourage skepticism, and at the same tiowranodate proposal
for change in institutional structures. In genertlis certainly true of
today’s modern societies that within them attitutteshange are highly
positive. But in any given society, it is possiltée find sections of the
population that are not only conservative but alsfiant of social change.
Such resistance to change may still be explainabterms of the values
and attitudes held by the relevant group or suljgaduhe population. For
example, rural farmers who refuse to adopt new ifagntechniques, or
villagers who refuse to patronize modern medicallifees but prefer
traditional methods.

(i)  Perceived Needs of Society

The rate and direction of social change in anyetgas affecting
by the perceived needs of that society. Needs algedive hence
different societies have different needs. This atseans that a need
becomes real only when a people perceived and elafinas such.
Naturally, needs call for responses that will gaheeed satisfaction. In
the context of social change, a society will betaptmbrace change that
will solve its needs. Where as it may show non{enak to change that is
neutral, or at best not relevant to its needs.

In a very poor country, the pressing needs mathbee of food,
water, and housing. Members of these poor countvikbiously show
more interest in change programmes that will previkem these basic
requirements. They may not be quite interestedukurly or cosmetic
items such as exotic cars, fancy dresses, or sgpkrisable commodities
which more prosperous countries will crave for. §hsocial change is
widely accepted and rapid when it affects the ifiedtneeds of a society.
Hence we say that it is perceived needs (i.e niggpd$kat provide the
stimulus for innovation and social change. In theguage of the well-
known cliché, necessity is the mother of invention.

(iv)  The Cultural Base

Members of any society normally inherit from theincestral
predecessors a certain variety, quantity, and tyuafi cultural artifacts,
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knowledge, and techniques which they then begirbudd upon and
improve for contemporary usages. Such accumulatafn tools,
knowledge, and techniques which are available so@ety at any given
time is what is called the cultural base of thatiety.

The first humans on earth were the pioneers anerdoners of
human culture. They did not have the privilege rdieriting any social
experiences from a previous generation. They irateathatever they had
from the scratch. Because they lacked an existittgral base they could
not achieve much by way of inventions and disc@geriThe cave man
could thus hardly go beyond the bow and arrow teldgy or beyond
counting by the fingers and toes. But as the calltoase of human society
grew with succeeding generations of homo sapiertingdtheir own
inventions, a yet Increasing number of discovesard inventions have
become possible.

Today, so much technological and cultural breakighs are being
recorded because the present society has accuohslatauch knowledge
and information which it combines in new ways tooduce new
inventions. It is believed that unless the cultirase supplies the relevant
initial inventions and discoveries, an inventionnmat be completed.
Today’ high rate of invention and discovery is pbksbecause there is
already in existence a vast accumulation of sdiertechnical knowledge
which is freely shared by the global world socigtya cross fertilization
of ideas and knowledge. From this culture baskrstilv discoveries and
technological breakthroughs are churned out atxgoresntial rate. The
more developed therefore the culture base of &0, the faster and
more rapidly will social change occur that society.

Community Acceptance of and Resistance to Social @hge

We have identified some of the factors that affbetrate of social
change in society. Questions of rate are howev@ardnt from questions
that address the acceptability of change proposahimers of society. For
a given change to occur, not to talk of occurriagidly or slowly, it has
first to be accepted by society. There is abunéamdence that in many
societies and at different time period, some paldic change proposal
were accepted, while some were resisted or rejextedht.

Certainly, not all proposals for change are aaxkply the society.
Rather, there is usually in operation a processeadéctive acceptance
which makes it possible for some innovations toense automatic or
instant acceptance, others accepted only afteng period of persuasion
and yet others accepted only in part, or otherwégected totally. Many
different factors are responsible for this selextapproach to acceptance
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of change. These are: the specific attitudes ahgkgaf a community, the
demonstrability of the proposal innovation, the panibility of the
proposal change with the existing culture, the <adt proposal change
and the role change agents. We shall now consatdr ef these factors.

0] Specific Attitudes and Values of the Community

Apart from the general attitude of a community &o@s change,
every community has some specific attitudes andeglvhich are tied to
certain customary objects and practices withinutuze. Within every
culture, there are certain specific practices éggcultural methods and
practices), or certain local foods etc that areiedlintrinsically for what
they are, or for what they represent culturallynte people. A community
may cling to such an age-long practice or food qrexice, and resist
pressures towards its substitution simply becabseproposed change
violates long-established cultural taste, or pcagtior because the new
practice shocks their cultural sensibility by néggta cultural belief that
lay behind a practice.

There is the example of the Biaga community otregrindia who
would not abandon their primitive digging sticks ddopt the far more
effective moldboard plow implement. Their reasomr fesisting the
innovation is that the people loved the earth hsravolent and generous
mother and as such they could not bring themseivesiut her up with
knives (i.e with the moldboard plow). The Biagafpreed to gently help
mother earth with the digging stick to bring forther produce
(Elwin,1939). People’s established likes, beliaig gastes, play a role in
their acceptance of or resistance to change.

A community may enthusiastically embrace a prog@soption of

a new agricultural seed input because of its higldypotential. But when
in course of time the community discovers thatrésilting yield does not
lend itself to the preparation the of certain vdlwaltural meals, or that
taste of the new vyield does not tie with their predd tastes, the
community may quickly reject the hybrid specie aatlirn to the use of
the old seedling. Thus, when specific attitudes aaldes are challenged
or threatened by new innovations, such innovattens to be resisted pr
rejected. But when they conform to these specifitudes and values,
such innovations are readily accepted.

(i) 1t makes a difference as far as the acceptasfcennovation is
concerned whether the usefulness of the proposedvation can be
demonstrated. An innovation is more readily acakpitken its usefulness
can be practically and easily demonstrated. Whenwtbrkability of an
invention or a proposed change cannot easily beodstrated, acceptance
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of it becomes delayed if not unforeseeable. MamalrAfrican would

stick to herbal practitioners simply because them&r produce instant
conformable results. Demonstrability of innovati@mscourages its quick
acceptance. Unfortunately, to demonstrate somentiores or innovations
would require huge financial expenditures. Somehaeical inventions
can be demonstrated on a small-scale basis whethass will require

large scale exhibitions that will consume enormiime to arrange.

At the other extreme are social inventions (e.g ¢torporation
democratic government) which cannot be easily destnated in a
laboratory. These however can be demonstratedeiropen society but
they require a long time to try out. In comparatieems, mechanical
inventions are more easily accepted than soci@ntons because of the
former’s relative ease of demonstrability. Unlikeeghanical inventions
whose value or workability can be demonstratedrga@acceptance, most
social inventions must first be adopted beforertheactical value can be
assessed. This situation hinders greatly the aacept of social
inventions.

(i)  Compatibility With Existing Culture

A community readily accepts an innovation wheritg $o well into
the existing culture. Some innovations dove tailfguly into existing
cultural patterns, and thereby promote the attairinoé culture goals,
while some innovations conflict with existing patte. Incompatibility
with existing cultural forms can take several slsapecan take the form
of outright conflict with existing patterns. Inishcase the proposed
innovation runs counter to what is on ground. Araraple is the
introduction of merit as the sole basis for hirangd promoting labour in a
society that upholds a tradition of people recogigan obligation to take
care of their family members (or those they knowgr and above other
outsiders irrespective of whether or not such redat deserve such
appointments or promotions, or such other relevaobgnition. In many
developing countries social placement based onipsiger and family
connection (the “I.M. factor”) is gradually givingay to the principle of
meritocracy and social system based on achievement.

When innovation conflicts with already existingttgans, there
possible outcomes can be anticipated: (1). Thevatnan may be rejected
(2) the innovation may be culture in order to cenfdo the made ways,
and (3) the innovation may be accepted and itslicondith the existing
culture concealed or evaded through rationalizati@r instance the law
of a country or state may prohibit polygyny (mangimore than one
wife) and yet closes it eyes to those who violaté&Non-enforcement of
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the law may be dictated by some identifiable reasavhich are
persuasive. Although it is not always the casepwations that are in
conflict with the existing culture tend not to becapted by the people.

Another way in which an innovation may be inconigatwith the
existing culture is by calling for or requiring nematterns that are not
presently existing within that culture. Some innbwas that are
introduced into a society have no existing corresiiny patterns into
which they can fit. Given this situation what aistg does is generally to
apply the unfamiliar innovation in ways identicalthe uses it puts similar
elements in its culture. When the old, familiar way uses fail to match
the new innovation, society begins to develop neaysvof making
effective use of the new element that has beewdaotred. In this way
society creates in response to the innovation, patterns in the culture
which are developed over time.

When the American Indians were given cows by tbeeghment,
they first hunted them as games because of theitirfyu culture. But
eventually they learnt and developed the practicarmmal husbandry
which suited the cows. Many innovations generaie kind of pressure
that lead to the development of new patterns withiulture. Some
innovations are therefore additive in consequences.

Thirdly, an innovation may be incompatible withethexisting
culture by the fact that the replace or substittaés. In some cases, an
innovation has required that some familiar aspettan existing culture
be discarded and replaced with a new culture taitslement. In many
traditional societies, many cultural values andcficas have had to give
modern social innovations in such areas as sex ligquaolitical
administration the economy and the like. Today,rend toward the
equality of the sexes, democratic governance, attnal business
enterprise etc have displaced the erstwhile ti@thli pattern. Innovations
that result in the discard or shedding off of sdamailiar elements of the
culture are less acceptable than those which adgisting traits.

(iv)  Costs of Change

Social change nearly always carries with it certgemeral and
specific costs. The general costs involved the aledisruption or
disorganization which change visits on existingtu@ patterns by
causing the discarding of or modification of certalements of the
culture, and by undermining deeply held communitglues and
sentiments. The specific costs of change inclugetéichnical costs and
difficulties associated with technical innovatidlhenever new technical
inventions are made, such breakthroughs are algraeted with the fear
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that the present stock of machinery and equipmentaa the verge of
being rendered obsolete or abandoned to waste.

This is because people’s interest in them andesplent demand
for them soon takes a nose-dive or vanishes aliegetot only therefore,
does the new invention threaten and often kill nteket for market for
the now older models of machinery and equipmeng/sb destroys the
market for technical skills which workers have igtexl years to acquire
but which are now no longer in demand. To remaievent in the
emerging labour market such skilled industrial kess require retraining
in the new techniques and designs, and this isvitbbut some personal
and social costs.

Furthermore, technical change such as the kindtékas place in
the factory production line which involves the oduction of automation
and machine power, and the displacement of maabalrers entails job
losses. With the introduction of automation few kess are now needed
to perform with machines the tasks that severaledszof workers
previously undertook. Such job losses arising frteohnical change
within the factories and industrial are certainlyunted as costs to the
individual workers who have become so disengaged.

As would be expected, the costs of social chamge equally
distributed. The industry which is rendered obsglé¢he workers whose
skill is rendered unmarketable and the workers alreretrenched from
industries, all as a result of technical innovatimear directly the heavy
costs of technical innovation. Consumers of therawe products on the
other hand are to the benefiting end and shoulgermforeseeable costs.
Most social changes carry a threat whether reahogal. They also carry
cost sometimes light sometimes heavy. On the wpetsons with vested
interests who are threatened by social and techoltanges and who
stand to incur various costs as a result of suchng@bs manifest a
tendency to oppose or resist these changes. Oathlike hand, those who
stand to benefit from these changes tend to adbept with eagerness
and much enthusiasm.

(v)  Role of The Change Agent

The acceptance of or resistance to social changksasinfluenced
in the role played by the change agent. It is irtgodrto the community or
acceptors of change, who the proposer of the pthohange is. Both his
identify and how the originator of the change psgdoor his agent goes
about introduction the change, also makes a difft&rdo the success or
otherwise of the change programme. Change propekalh are first
embraced or adopted by persons who are importamtenhpal and
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respected in society tend to be accepted more lyap the rest of
society. On the other hand, innovations which ast &dopted by persons
of low status in society are less likely to be eaded by the rest of
society, or at best adopted rather slowly and tehity by those at the
upper echelons of society. This view is instruetior change agents who
desire to make success of their project.

Change agents must also make the proposed chamgeara
harmless by identifying or connecting it with faial elements of the
receiving culture. By suggesting compatibility imst manner the people
are helped to perceive the intended change as ful usddition or
modification to their culture complex. This of cearpresuppose that the
change agent must have a good knowledge of thereulithin which he
is working. Otherwise he cannot successfully idemtr tie his proposed
change with existing features of the culture insfioa.

Change agents must comprehensively understanatéreelations
of the culture which they tend to impact. It isothis way that they can
successfully manage or implement the change pragemas well as
predict the likely consequences of the proposedngésm without
understanding the people and their culture, theng@haagent may slide
into costly mistake and assumptions that will mhe success of an
otherwise well planned project.

Perhaps a change agent who is a stranger to arcithere should
first observe that culture with a view to underging it for a period of
time. This is a mandatory first step if his effoese not to be counter
productive.

3.4 Religion and Social Change: The Protestant Etbs and the
Spirit of Capitalisms

The relationship between religion and social chawgse analyzed
by a German scholar, Max Weber. In his study ofgiah, Weber
considered three main hypotheses. The first hygathdeals with the
effect of religious ideal on economic activitieshel second, the
relationship between religious ideals and sociailtification and the third,
the relationship between religious ideals and tfierént characteristics
of western civilization. In the protestant ethicgldhe spirit of capitalism,
Weber sought to find out the relationship betwesdigious ideals and the
practical ethics of economic activities. He obsdrtieat religious beliefs
under certain conditions would have a major infeeeron economic
thought and behavior. Weber focused his analysicatain protestant
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groups which practiced asceticism. One of suchggauas the Methodist
revival led by John Wesley. He also studied Cabrmi Baptistism and
Pietism. According to Calvinism God has alreadydptermined those
who were to make heaven and those for hell. Theeewe is to be shown
in how successful an individual lives his life poatively here on earth.
For those marked for heaven, success must be tedhilm their chosen
careers in life. Such Christians were to be ascAsceticism is an act of
living without physical pleasures and comforts esuby for religious
reasons. Weber insisted that these social orierdedtrines of
Protestantism preceded industrial capitalism. Haysed the concept of
calling. He explained that calling was the work &gt God for the
individual. Calling was an obligation which was ioged upon the
individual by his position in the world. Labour @alling was regarded as
the outward expression of brotherly love. The imtlnal was to identify
his area of calling by expressing his desire tadmarticular work which
could be carpentry, mechanic, teaching, etc. Hasdlgfqned his career, the
individual was required to be hardworking and cottexdi in his chosen
job since this was God’s command. Success in fisaas an indication
of God’s grace for him and an indication that heswzarked for heaven.
Making money was a clear evidence of the succetiseahdividual in his
calling.

John Wesley, leader of the Methodist revival, sted that
Christians must be hardworking and accumulate moiMoney which
must not be spent extravagantly on luxuries. Edgawnt spending
involves wasting money on clothing, houses andfaus entertainments.
Money gained through hardwork was to be re-invkste productive
ventures that will generate future wealth. Westsenght his congregation
how to value time and use it wisely. They were tduhat time was
money and that time wasted was money lost in olaciSleep was
limited to six hours a day with a maximum of didtours. Laziness,
idleness and gossip were discouraged and condenifieal. ethical
principles of honesty, prudence, punctuality anstipe were articulated
among Christians. All these constituted the moetdvior which gave
rise to efficiency and abundant production of goadd services. These
came as a result of a rational, systematic, metlbda@ind single minded
pursuit of worldly calling. The continuous restlesss in business
activities increased wealth and prosperity, accatedl capital which was
reinvested. So, money making became a religioug datn out of the
desire to be seen as marked for heaven. Thusréla¢gian of wealth and
the limitations on consumption created savings arclmulated capital.
All these added to the rise and development ofstréal capitalism. These
bits of evidences led Weber to conclude that thgas a correlation
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between certain forms of protestant Christianity d@ne rapid progress
towards capitalism.

4.0 Conclusion

Social change refers to significant alterationha social structure. Max
Weber provided the most valuable work on religiod social change. In
his classic work on protestant ethics and spiritapitalism Weber has
articulated the relationship between protestanthieg on ascetism and
industrial capitalism. The teachings of John Wesegendered in his
congregation the spirit of hard work and frugahtyich provided the
necessary impetus for capital accumulation thatsstated industrial
capitalism.

5.0 Summary

In this Unit, we examined religion and social change looked at the
concept of social change generally and examinedstheces of social
change. We looked at religion and social changeha society with
specific reference to the protestant ethics angpimé of capitalism.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. Discuss the protestant ethics and show howgérdered the spirit
of capitalism.

2. Discuss the factors affecting the rate of chandke society.
7.0 References/Further Reading

Weber, M. (1958). The Protestant Ethic and theitspiircapitalism. New
York Charles  Scribner Ltd.

Appelbaum, R. (1970). Theories of social change cayjo:
Markham Publishing Ltd

Bascom, W. R and Herskoults, M.J. (1963). Culturel &hange in
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1.0 Introduction

In traditional African religion several belief sgms exist. These
include Ancestor worship, magic and witchcraftthis unit therefore we
will examine these belief systems. Since we hawkdd at the general
nature of belief our concern in this unit will beora on examining these
belief systems with a view to understanding howheaorks.

2.0 Objectives

By the time you finished going through this uniguyshould be able
to:

(1) Explain ancestor worship as a belief systerAfiica

(i)  Describe the practice of witchcraft analshwitches
operate.

(i)  Explain the concept of magic as a religidaedief
in Africa.

3.0 Main Content
3.1  Ancestor Worship

Ancestor worship as a belief system is commoniynébin Africa
where people value unilinear descent. Ancestor wprs based on the
belief that one’s dead parents have link with theady and as such are
capable of controlling events in the actual worfdhe living. They are
believed to be able to family. In Africa, there asbelief in the of
supernatural beings and ancestors are part ofctngplex spiritualized
universe. The concept of ancestor presupposes ttistermce of
descendants over which the ancestors exerts coamdl authority.
Because they have the capacity to punish and rewardestors are
believed to be in constant watch over the behasfidhe living. It is also
believed that at death the individual may be callpdn by the ancestors
to render account of his relationship with the Kme left behind on
earth. This belief help maintain morality and sbc@ntrol in Africa.
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Communities and individuals conduct rituals inpes of dead
ancestors inorder to appease them and make requéiséir human needs
of food, rain, children, bounty harvest and goodltieetc. In addition to
these rituals, there may be seasonal occasionsvetevorate ceremonies
are organized for purification, drumming, dancimdasinging. During
new yam festivals for examples many communities e&dogether to
celebrate and thank their ancestors for giving tteeimountiful harvest.
The Bini, Yoruba and Igbo in Nigeria have thesenferof ancestor
worship. This form of religion is commonly found Africa and parts of
Asia (China). Where there is ancestor worship, tead and past
generations are structurally important to the lkvirHowever, no one
remembers all his dead ancestors and predecessengrally, the dead
are lumped together, known and called by differearhes collectively as
the ancestors or the dead.

Many Africans believe that the universe is full sfipernatural
beings for example among the Asante as describedBhbyia(1965) the
ancestors are part of the complex spiritualize ensig. The ancestors
derive their positions from the kinship and descepstems- to be
ancestor, the dead must have had descendantsistisaime status of
parenthood. The dead is believed to “know” and relveat punish only his
descendants. It is over his descendants that heelieved to have
authority, they are the ones he can discipline @sd the ones that can
worship him as a “living dead”. In-marrying womelsa participate in
ancestral religious worship in their twin capaatas married women and
as mothers. Busia states that in Asante, anceaterbelieved to be the
custodians of the laws and customs, and punismadies with sickness
and misfortune. Ancestors are therefore in constaatch over the
behavior of the living; at death anybody may béechlipon by the body
of ancestors to render account of his or her aiatiips in the worid.

There are ward, town, and state rituals in conoectwith the
collectively of dead ancestors at these levelsniddiy the chief priest on
such occasions of worship of the collective deathéseldest man of the
social group. Many African societies have religiausrship of this kind.
For example, among the Agni of the Ivory Coastrifiae is offered to
the royal ancestors weekly. In this respect, cooplkatain, wine and
palm oil are brought and offered on the royal st&bbol among the Agni,
as among the Asante and the royal shrines in def&#tean societies are
symbols of the dead and their presence, and powarsia noted that
“there are seasonal occasions when in additiorffésilngs and prayers to
ancestors, there are elaborate ceremonies invohtieg of purification,
drumming dancing singing recital of (group) histofjhese rites give
solemn and collective expression to those sentsnentwhich the social
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solidarity of the group depends”. Among many Afrisaancestors may
be invoked on yearly ceremonial occasions, for eamat new yam

festivals among the Fon when goats, fowls, and gsieof yam are

presented to the ancestors eaten by the chieft giekthe celebrants at
the royal shrines. The Bini, Igbo, Urhobo and Y@ Nigeria also have
forms of ancestor worship as key parts of theiethystems,

African religion that is focused on ancestors ignsicant in
creating and maintaining solidarity in the groum dnendship and love
amongst its members. It is to be noted too thaalraycestors, such as
among the Swazi of South Africa, are believed teehan interest and
general concern for the people in the total polippeals are made to
them for the good of the nation. Generally, thegnsicance of such
ancestor derived from their political position véhislive. For the dead
generally the state of being worshipped is prombtedood behavior and
achievements on earth, hence an important digimca dead king or
father may merely be remembered (say for his eeédd) but not
worshipped. In many respects, therefore, ancestorsnue their worldly
role, they make themselves relevant to societyhia tegard. Ancestor
worship is a way of re-instating the status of ttead as regulator of
social relations on earth. What ancestors are\sali¢o do or are capable
of doing is generally esteemed to be over and abehat their
capabilities and activities on earth would indicdte some societies, a
good or bad man becomes the ancestor of his demtEndhatever his
relationship with them must have been on earthish®lieved to behave
in the general manner that ancestors are expectaehtive.

Ancestor worship as a form of religion impliesathhe worldly
family and community life is joined to that of thedead kinsman.
Operationally, ancestor worship is a means of comam and
communication with the supernatural world. Prayesagrifice, and
offerings are important in African religion. Whikacrifice involves the
killing and presentation of the victim (an animetjcken, etc) to God or
any other supernatural being, an offering involwesnly the presentation
of good or other consumable items to God or otlupematural beings.
During both sacrifices and offering prayers are ragsed to the
supernatural. In his African Religions and phildsppMbiti offers four
theories to explain the functions and meaning ofiees and offerings.
These are the theories of gift-giving, propitiatiocommunion, and
thanksgiving. Arinze(1970) states that sacrificgs Hfour objectives:
expiation, warding off molestation from unknown lespirit, petition and
thanksgiving. Thus in general sacrifices and ofigsi are devices of
communication between the physical and the supamatvorlds, and
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with reference to the ancestors, they function asma of appeasing the
gods.

Self Assessment Exercise 1
Discuss ancestor worship as a religious form atbel
3.2 Magic

Magic refers to belief aimed at the control of mgeand the
environment. Magical activities involve secrecy aythbolism. They are
useful in solving problems relating to economic asgichological realms.
Among many African societies magic is useful invidang rain and
sunshine for crops and for the prevention of drésigiagicians are able
to call for rain when there is drought. The suptma can also be
conjured to bring good luck and fortune to the pedhrough magic.
Among the trobriand IsLanders, there is belief ingn as a means of
controlling supernatural forces and especially ¢hosencerned with the
dangers associated with open see fishing. Magicemes believed to
posses enormous powers of manipulation and maesated to act in
times of desperation. They may be contacted torcbnteather and
prevent disaster at important occasions in the coniiy

Self Assessment Exercise 2
Discuss the place of magic in traditional Africafigion.
3.3 Witchcraft

Witchcraft is a prominent belief among several igdn
communities and peoples. Witches are generallyebeti to have some
supernatural elements and powers by which theycirtlarm on people
especially their Kinsmen. They are reputed for mngeat night and in
secret places where they project their will to hagmople by turning into
animals. A witch and her soul is in danger if sachanimal or bird she
has turned into is hurt or killed. Among the Tiwdaldrhobo where belief
in witchcraft held sway, witches are believed tavie their bodies and fly
out in the form of spirits or birds and act on thectims either visibly or
through some form of animal or bird. Witches arbeved to be generally
violent and would feed on the body of their victthrereby leading to
death. Among the Nupe witches are believed to tblake the spirit of
their victims to their gathering and feasted orOhe Puzzling aspect of
this belief is that while witches travel at nigtiteir bodies remain at home
with family members asleep. It is only the spirittbe witch that moves
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about. In some instance witches are accused ofomyoig illness,
misfortunes and distress of their victims.

4.0 Conclusion

African societies have varying belief systems.Ehelief system
has its underlying cultural background. Among tinewWhere belief in the
existence of witchcraft exist, seeing a rabbit w m the day time is an
abomination and an indication of imminent dangeym& of the belief
systems considered here are not exhaustive. ThHe diseussed are only
a few selected for the purpose of this course.

5.0 Summary

In this unit we discussed some belief systemsaditional Africa.
We discussed ancestor worship, witchcraft and magncestor worship
is predicated on the belief that the dead membietiseoliving have links
with the living and can influence things for theifio appease them
therefore sacrifices and rituals are conductedréwgke them to action.
Witchcraft involves witches changing into animaledabirds to torment
their victims. They are believed to be capable aifng up their victims
and would prolong their misfortunes and illness. gMaaims at
controlling events for the good or bad of a peoplagic is used to
control crop pests, control weather, rain and dnaug

6.0 Tutor-marked Assignment
Discuss the phenomena of witchcraft and its effeatthe society
7.0 Reference/Further Reading

Bohannan, P. (1963) Social Anthropology. New YoRinehart and
Wilson Ltd

Mbiti, J.S. (1975) An Introduction to African Reiig. London:
Heinemann.
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1.0 Introduction

We have so far looked at various aspects of mligin this unit
however we will look at the importance of religiaa society. Since
religion permeates all facets of life its importano society cannot be
under estimated.

2.0 Objectives
At the end of this unit you should be able to:
(1) Explain the importance of religion to society

(i)  Describe the role of religion in the mainteica of order
and stability in the society.

3.0 Main Content
3.1  The Importance of Religion to Society

Religion as an aspect of culture that is so péreasn the people
generates and sustains its existence based ompigrtance to society.
Sociologists are interested in the study of rehigimt merely because of
its central theoretical problem but also of the ammf its relationships to
other areas of social life and of the roles, mova&s)eand organizational
strategies associated with it. Some sociologigjaathat the institution of
religion arose because of man’s fear and unceigairdand his mental
limitations in his environment. Malinowski has aeglu that religion
provides a patterned and familiar way of overcomififp and
environmental crisis and of the preparation andehégr comfortable
future.  Radcliffe-Brown(1952:148) has however sgr@ed a counter
view insisting that ‘... if it were not for the exétce of the rite and the
beliefs associated with it, the individual woulcefeno anxiety, and that
the psychological effect of the right is to create him a sense of
insecurity or danger’. This means that religion #adites to Malinowski
actually produce fear in their process rather tham solution to man’s
fears and anxiety. Yet, in general, man normallirgs to show reverence
to the supernatural and to appease and seek theperation in an
uncertain world. Religion then is a mechanism ojusitinent and of
solving problems not only of overcoming anxiety l@aliso of ordering
one’s relationship with the supernatural and in pnecess supporting
social norms and integrating society and persoes(itite:1990:155). In

89



this task religion compliments and competes witheotsocial institutions
such as the political and economic.

Durkheim saw religion mainly as a tool for solidgriand
intergration. For him religion contributes to lawdaorder in the society
by creating conditions for social wellbeing, salaipline, social cohesion
and the continuity of cultures and tradition. C¢¥867) counters
Durkheim by insisting that the historical eviderepeailable has proved
religion also to be divisive. This is especiallydrin situations where the
existing religious groups tend to compete each rothigurkheim’'s
solidarity must therefore be different from stapiliReligion may not
produce the two. As contained by Marx, religionais ‘opiate of the
masses’ designed to make them docile. It is amumsnt for maintaining
stratification systems and keeping the masses wswutgugation. Religion
is therefore a diversionary technique of shifting attention of workers
from their deplorable living and working conditiotiereby creating low
class docility while protecting and perpetuatingise®g inequalities.
Religion make the poor look to heaven while acegpthe exploitative
order of the rich.  Specifically, following arket importance of religion
to society.

(@) Group Integration and Unity

Religion unites members of the society. It servesaaform of
cementing element that bind people together intoirdegrated social
group. Because adherents share common religiousevadnd beliefs,
participate in common religious rituals they beeoumited as one group
or community. By regularly bringing adherents tdgetto re-enact beliefs
commonly shared, religion promotes group sensdaftity, oneness and
unity which ensures cohesion. Group unity and solig is more
prevalent during crisis situation when the groupefaimminent threat to
its existence and survival. During crisis religiprovides a rallying point
for members of a society by offering them hope ttonorrow. By part-
taking in religious rituals adherents believe ttiair God is capable and
at the appropriate time will answer them and prevablution to their
problems.

(b)  The Provision of Meaning

The world today is full of problems and diseadest tsometimes
make life seem meaningless. Religion provide doe$r that gives
meaning and hope to life. Religion provide answtrsthe puzzling
guestions of human life, it origin, existence afttmate opportunities of
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life. Religion provide answers to misfortune andameag to a seemingly
meaningless world. It is religion that provides theh about the world.

(c)  Provision of Emotional and Psychological Suppdorto Members
of the Society.

In our society today that is full of problems, gatin provide some
form of emotional support to members of the sgcekiring events such
as death, marriages and even when new ones avereeliinto families.
Important events in the life of the individual amsarked by religious
rituals and ceremonies. For example marriageshdirdeaths, and
appointment into higher offices and promotions merked by one form
of religious activity or the other. When misfortubefalls a member of the
society, people from religious group often sympaghwith him and rally
round him to ensure that the necessary psychologigaport is given.
Usually, members gather round the affected membeprbvide the
necessary company and sharing in the problem. [finglividual is
bereaved for example members would usually cometheg to provide
company in form of wake-keeps over a period of tifi@s is done so as
to avoid fear, loneliness that may accompany thentéy and to provide
the necessary assistance in terms of labour dobtrnigl.

(d) Religion And The Docility of People In The Society.

It is the thinking of a number of scholars espgcithose that
belong to the Marxian tradition that religion malagherent docile and
unable to question events. Religious adherentmardke to unquestionably
accept their lot in the society. Marxian thinkerew religion as an
extreme form of human alienation and exploitatibo.Marxist religion is
a tool used by the dominants class in the societpppress the less
privileged ones. Thus, Marxist insists that the om@nce of religion to
society is to support the status quo and divert dktention of the
oppressed masses from the real source of theitgmsb

(e) Religion and the Control of Stress in the Society

Majority of religions of the world preach self dahand rejection
of the materialism of the present world. They appedheir members to
try by all means possible to direct their energmsards making heaven.
Members are urged to see present problems asatidmg which must
come to pass. Adherents are encouraged to keapstbee of wealth in
heaven where it is safe and there is no destructidns doctrinal
condemnation of worldly wealth and materialism fiasi the mind of
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members and gives them hope for a better tomorh@reby helping in
discharging stress, frustration and anxiety.

)] Maintenance of Social Control.

Every society has its rules, laws, norms and lggahibitions
which define the limits to which individual can &edegitimate
achievements. Societal laws relating to offencesh sas theft, murder,
rape, assault etc are derived from the laws of aochd in the bible.
Religious rules legitimize secular laws and aredftge more potent in
controlling behavior in society. Indeed since peopderceive the
contravention of religious laws as sin against Gty link between
secular laws and those of religion help in socaitml of people in the
society.

4.0 Conclusion

The importance of religion in the society emandtem the fact
that religion provide meaning to life. Man is perxtd by the seemingly
meaningless world of his existence. His problenescmmpounded by the
fact that getting answers and solutions to thelesldbf life seems a
difficult task. Religion provides solution to mosf man’s pressing
problems of life. It provides psychological and ¢imoal support during
times of distress. Religion provides an outlet ttoe discharge of stress
and above all provides answers to the puzzling topressthat bewildered
man.

Self Assessment Exercise 1
How does religion help in providing meaning to #fe
5.0 Summary

In this unit we looked at the importance of radigito society. We
stated that religion as a phenomenon that cut aathdacets of life of
man is very important in several ways. Religionardes group unity and
solidarity, provide meaning to life, help in thentwl of stress, provides
emotional and psychological support as well as enge maintenance of
social control. Religion is therefore an inevitalalgpect of the society.
This explains why religion is found in all societief the world.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

Outline and explain the importance of religiorthe society.
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1.0 Introduction

In the last unit we looked at the importance ofigleh to the
society. In this unit however we will consider thgortance of society to
Religion.

2.0 Objectives
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
(1) Explain the importance of society to Religion.

(i)  Highlight the role society play in sustainirige institution
of religion.

3.0 Main Content
3.1 The Importance of Society to Religion

The society comprise of several elements thatused together to
form the whole called society. Society consists larfid, population,
relationship, institutions, culture and work. Relig and its practices do
not take place in a vacuum. Indeed, religious Eeliealues, norm and
practices are in themselves codified values of dbeiety. The society
becomes important to religion in that it is fronethociety that religion
derives its values and norms. Also, religion reguaractitioners and
adherents who are members of the society for istence. It requires the
clergy, worshippers and indeed members of the laitg holds beliefs in
the existence of the supernatural being projecyectligion. This body of
human beings resides in the society. The societyetbre provides
religion with worshippers who constitute its mendtdgp and
congregation. It is these members of the congregatiat provides the
organization and manpower needed for the dailyinghaof the institution
of religion. The institution of religion is suchcamplex one that require
elaborate organization and structures to operatt beuclearly set out and
delineated.

Again, society convey legitimacy to religious grees indulged in
by adherents. Religious practices that are ag#ieshorms and values of
the society are rejected by the society. For exarpk practice of human
sacrifice among some religious groups have beemvnied at and
condemned by members of the society. Religiouslstthat involve the
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use of human blood, maltreatment of members ofcthrggregation and
illicit sexual activities involving the clergy andommunicants have
attracted condemnation from members of the societyeed it will be
impossible to have religion if there is no society.

Self Assessment Exercise 1

Discuss the activities members of your communitytal@ncourage the
growth of the local church in your community.

4.0 Conclusion

The importance of society to Religion derives frim fact that it
is the society that provide the necessary sugpothe establishment and
continued survival of religion. Society provides thecessary materials
management, infrastructure and moral requiremeetsgssary for the
survival of religion. Society legitimizes all forms religious practices
that its members imbibe. Through this way societywjes the necessary
bench marks for religious practices.

5.0 Summary

In this unit we examined the importance of socittyreligion.
Society comprised of institutions, people, landgcialo relationships,
culture and work. Religion as an aspect of cultsrene of the institutions
of the society. Religion therefore depends on thaesy for its survival
and continued relevance. It is the society thag¢giegitimacy to religion.
It is also the society that provide the manpowaer tfee institution of
religion. It provides the institutions that trainanpower for religious
activities.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

Discuss the importance of society to religion.

7.0 Reference/Further Reading

Haralambos, M. and Heald M.D. (1980) Sociologyeifies and
persipees. Slough: University press

Chalfant, H.P (1986). Religion in Contemporary $0gi
Mayfieldalo Alto.
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1.0 Introduction

In this unit, we will be looking at religion and mfticts in Nigeria.
The arbitrary colonial demarcations have placedpfgeavith differing
cultural and religious background together to fagntities that are not
compatible with each other. This has over the ydmsn the root of
conflicts that have engulfed Nigeria. We will thiere look at the place of
religion in conflicts in Nigeria, the causes ofigedus conflicts and the
effects such conflicts have on the society.

2.0 Objectives
After going through this course unit, you shouldalée to:
(1) Explain the place of religion in conflicts Migeria.
(i) Identify the causes of religious conflicts.

(i)  State the effects of such conflicts on tloeisty

3.0 Main Content
3.1 The Place of Religion in Conflicts in Nigeria.

The phenomenon of religion has been proved toceupgople in
many societies of the world. In Nigeria howevetigien has thrown the
country into series of conflicts of alarming dimems The plural nature
of the Nigerian society may have worsened mattersthe different
nationalities have different religious beliefs. Thaligious situation in
Nigeria is such that every conflict that appeabéopolitically motivated
end up turning religious. This is because peopid ft easy to generate
support and membership when religion is involvedamny conflict. The
background to religious conflicts in Nigeria isdeable to the activities of
colonialism which have arbitrarily demarcated andced people of
different religious entities and background intongse group or
community. In most situations, those groups amairiual distrust of each
other. Also the development of commerce and thergenee of cities
ensure that people travel to distant places to &g sell goods and
services. Many of these businessmen and women leesettiers in cities
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where they own large shops. Again, the establishrmérschools and
industries attracted a pool of people to cities nehieey work for salaried
wage. Through these processes, cities like Kanoa Zidbadan, Lagos etc
became full of people of different religious baakgnd. This has been the
case of religious conflicts in Kano, Jos, Maidugarid Kaduna. The
present day religious conflicts in Kano can only dbearly understood
within the context of modern migrations into thgyciOtite 1999). This is
a reference to the influx of Southern Nigerians itfite city for trade. The
first church in Kano was established in 1911. Th®omial Urban
development policy restricted the construction lfirches to the Sabon
Gari area. Up to the early 1980s there was no tyostility between the
Christians and Muslims in Kano. This situation begachange in the late
1980s. There was a rapid growth of Christian Chescim Nigeria, with
many of their members professing ‘born again’ tbggl The manner in
which most of these born again Churches carry loeir activities often
bring them into open hostilities with their Muslikounterparts. The
situation in Kano is not very different from othaties such as Kaduna,
Jos and Zaria that have recently become centeamsigious unrest in the
country.

The way Christians propagate their faith has sonest been
considered objectionable to Muslims. For exampldienv preaching
Christians usually present Jesus as the only wdlgedkingdom of God.
All other ways including the Islamic way would onlgad one to hell.
This type of preaching is conducted in buses, markees, churches and
at dawn and as such anger Muslims. Over the yearsra religious
conflicts have occurred in Jos, Zaria, Kano andufad There was Fagge
crisis in 1992, the Reinhard Bonnke riot of 199e tJos crisis of
September 2001 and the Kaduna riots.

Self Assessment Exercise

Discuss the place of religion in conflicts in Niger

3.2 Causes of Religious Conflicts

A number of causes of religious conflicts have bédantified.
Some of which include:

() The problem of cultural integration
Religious conflicts involving Christians and Mimss have been
traceable to the problem of cultural integratianNigeria, when a person
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migrate from his place of origin to another, hedfirhimself threatened or
intimidated by the dominant social, political, cull and religious groups.
The migrant in Nigeria continue to be arrogatedstag¢us of a migrant no
matter how long he lives in his new community. Sacmigrant is faced
with three major problems of survival; assimilatigracific co-existence
and animosity (Samin Amin: 1974). Where the migraefuse to
assimilate due to deep rooted religious differertbey are bound to be
treated with animosity especially when efforts atific co-existence fail
to produce the desired results. This is true inctme of religious conflicts
involving Christians and Muslims in the Northerrrtpaf Nigeria. Though
Southerners has lived in many parts of NortherneN&gsince the early
twentieth Century, most of them saw themselves teengers. They
resisted cultural assimilation. To be completelgimdated and accepted
by the local inhabitant’'s one need to accept Istamd dress in the usual
Hausa long robe, a situation the Christians objecte

Also the Igbo Christian is considered to exert toanover
commercial businesses in the Northern areas whesefind themselves,
for example, the Igbo Christian is known to be amtrol of 80% of the
total business activities around the Sabon gatiese¢nt. The indigenes
misconstrued this as monopoly which they vow takréndeed, the 1995
crisis at Sabon gari market in Kano stems from tact. It was alleged
that the Igbo discourage and intimidate other etlgnoups form setting
up shops in the market and were paying landldndgher rents as a way
of depriving the local Hausa-Fulani people actessich shops.

(i)  Religious intolerance and fanaticism.

There is high degree of religious intolerance agndhristians and
Muslims in Nigeria. This partly explains why evamynflict in Nigeria has
a religious undertone. In the North where mostgrelis conflicts take
place, religious intolerance cut across all religigroups. The Muslims
are opposed to Christians and the orthodox Mushimsld have nothing
to do with the members of the fundamental sect® NMuslims would
want the Christians to respect the Islamic religes the Koran has
enjoined the Muslim to respect people of the bdokany case, such a
respect is lacking in the case of Muslim-Christiatationship in Nigeria.
Christians openly preach to denounce the Islamith fand would
distribute hand bills considered offensive whenaoiging crusades. The
Muslim on the other hand would not tolerate foulgaage and general
disregard to their religion. This was the immediedese of the Reinhard
Bonke riots in Kano in 1991.
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(if) The influence of Non-Nigerian Muslim migrants.

The conflict situation is often aggravated by thespnce of Muslim
immigrants from neighboring Chad Republic, Nigerd aother North
African Countries. The majority of fighters who topart in maitatsine
wars were found to be Non-Nigerians. In every relig fight that occurs
in the North, police arrest has indicated that mainthe fighters are Non-
Nigerians.

(i)  Urban Poverty: -

Poverty is important in understanding how Muslimdamentalist recruit
their men that are used in executing religioussridfiost of the people
who fought on the side of the maitatsine in 198@ewtbe urban poor and
destitute. Many of these recruits are young men wvdroe to the city to
look for jobs but found none and decided to stayhmir own. These are
often recruited and used by the militants to dektalthe society.

Self Assessment Exercise 2
List and explain the causes of religious conflintdligeria.
3.3 Impact of Religious Conflict on the Society

Religious Conflicts has damaging impact on the etgciDuring each
religious conflict several hundreds of lives andparty worth millions of
Naira are lost.

These losses are experienced by both the origidadenes and settlers in
their midst. This has forced strangers to movetherocities that are less
violent. The impact of this movement is the graddetline in business
activities. The religious conflicts also dividecetpeople of the affected
areas. The much expressed unity, stability andstrigsnonexistent as a
result of riots and killings that ensued. Consedtjyeno one is any longer
his brother’s keeper as trust no longer prevails.

Agricultural activities are also grounded as peoplho are
expected to farm crops no longer feel safe on dinmg. Every religious
crisis goes with it the destruction of markets vehAgricultural produce
can be sold. Also, transportation is disrupted #umsl goes a long way to
affect Agricultural production.

Public utilities are deliberately vandalized araandiged. Electrical
installations, telecommunication equipment and watarks are damaged.
Unreliable or poor performance of public utilitiedl affect productivity.
The provision of social amenities is also affectedhools, hospitals,

101



clinics, markets, parks and estates are destroRetigious buildings
become targets of destruction by rioters.

4.0 Conclusion

Religious Conflicts have been a manipulated phesrmm such
that though a particular conflict may be politicahmmunal or even
economic motivated yet it will be given a religiouadertone. Religion
has been used by political and ethnic based paliscto advance their
cause. In Nigeria, therefore it is at the levelreligion that both the
learned and the unlearned converge.

5.0 Summary.

In this unit, we have examined the place of relgin Conflicts in
Nigeria. We have looked at the causes of religmudlicts generally and
the impact such conflicts have on the society. dRalis conflicts have
been found to impact negatively on the societyhds depopulated the
communities, destroyed properties and infrastrect®eligious conflicts
have retarded Agricultural development and slowedrd business and
commercial activities in affected areas. It hasandg#d and crippled
communication, transport and created disharmony d@disdnity among
warring communities.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
Discuss the impact of religious Conflict on theistc
7.0 References/Further Reading

Otite, O and Isaac, O (1999) Community Conflictdigeria.
Ibadan: Spectrum Books

OKpe, O and Ada, O (2007) The middle Belt in thadow of Nigeria.
Makurdi: Oracle Business Ltd.
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1.0 Introduction
The involvement of religion in political activities

Nigeria dates back to the pre-colonial period. B34ds embryonic
political associations began to be organized byettheécated youths who
were exposed to nationalist thought from abroade @ajor characteristic
of these early political associations was that tveye highly tribalized. In
this chapter therefore we shall examine the rolRelfgion in politics in
Nigeria. We will examine the historical developmeithe involvement
of Religion in politics from pre-colonial period the present day.

2.0 Objectives
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

0] Explain the role of religion in politics

(i)  Discuss the nature of involvement of religidn politics in
Nigeria

3.0 Main Content

3.1 The Role of Religion in Politics in Nigeria

The Role of religion in politics in Nigeria is tre@ble to the pre-
independence built up as formation of politicalagsations began to take
root. Indeed, Christian missionaries were instrutaeto the formation of
political associations and in raising the politicahsciousness of the local
people. The radical political changes after the o&dc World War
transformed the framework of missionary strategy vesll as the
relationship between missionaries and convertsy Were aware of the
fact that if not the right people emerge as leadées independence, their
efforts may be in vain. Fear was based on the equars of missionaries
in China in 1949, when they were expelled from tbhentry. Thus, the
missionaries became sensitive about political chawpich threatened
their work. In central Nigeria, for example, in erdto present a
coordinated response to the political situatiorg thissionaries met at
Bukuru Jos in 1948 to consider a Christian respohise churches resolve
to raise the consciousness of members and to whem tabout the
dangers of refusing to involve themselves in paditiactivities. Besides,
there was the fear of Muslim domination of Chrisan the political
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arrangements. This lead to the formation of thetiNon Non- Muslim

League (NNML) in 1949 under the leadership of Pa&avid Lot. By

1950, the Northern Non- Muslim League was renanmedniddle zone
League (MZL). As the 1951 elections drew neardsetame very obvious
to Christians that Muslims would dominate the nevlitigal era in the

country. Churches became the rallying point for @f&istians and the
missionaries began to instill in their clergy araheerts, the idea of an
impending Muslim domination and the need to sit ijpe churches
became involved in political campaigns. The probleas not that of the
credibility of the candidate, it became a matterfroin which religious

background he comes from.

Christian Politicians justify their involvement politics by using
the Bible. They sought not only the political kirga, but the kingdom of
God as well. Their work was therefore to unite tiwe into a Christian
political kingdom. The Christians and Muslims al®ught to participate
in politics so as to improve the infrastructurealtte system, education,
economy and the judiciary. They wanted to providedtion in politics
since many have perceived politics as a dirty gahhe. role of religion
therefore is to sanitize and provide direction tditigs for the benefit of
humanity. It is in the light of the above thinkittzat religious bodies rose
strongly to condemn the annulment of June 12 elestividely believed
to have been won by chief Moshood Abiola. The QiamsAssociation of
Nigeria rose from its meeting with a declarationnd@emning the
annulment and all other forms of human injustidasa similar vein the
ecumenical council of Nigeria condemned the annaotmBy doing this
religion serves as the watch dog of the societke lthe prophets in the
bible, religious leaders in Nigeria have been @mihg government
policies that are not in favour of the people; pek that dehumanizes the
personality of the individual. Religion has alsoebemanipulated by
politicians to serve their personal needs. Dedlamatfor political
electioneering campaigns are made in churches.ethdéhe politicians
always see the church as the first place of call golitical support.
Thanks giving services often become veritable gdsufor political
campaigns.

Self Assessment Exercise 1

Discuss the role of missionaries in politics durihg built up to the
first Republic elections in Nigeria.

4.0 Conclusion
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Historically, Religion and politics have maintaiha relationship
over a long period of time. The church and polihesve been involved in
the governance of the people. During the Roman Empi was the
church and government that were involved in maklagisions that were
bothering on the general well being of the peogteliticians have found
in religion an avenue for potraying their ambitiof&eligion has been
manipulated by politicians to their advantage. ligéyia, beginning with
the First Republic the church has been playingowariroles ranging from
advisory to full participation in politics. Religis leaders have been
speaking against one form of injustice or the otfibey have been strong
supporters of the rule of law, justice and equality

5.0 Summary

In this unit, we dealt with the role of religion politics in Nigeria.
We mentioned the very fact that religion has hadyiag influence on
politics. The built up to the First Republic eleas witnessed an
unprecedented jostling as to who will step into shees of the colonial
masters. The jostling was between Muslims and @ans who wanted
their own to win elective positions by all meansorf this point onwards,
religion has been an integral part of politics ilg&fia.

6.0 Tutor Marked Assignment
Discuss the role of religion in politics in Nigeria
7.0 References/Further Reading
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