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INTRODUCTION
CRS828: Further Hebrew is a one-semester 3 credit unit course. It will be available
toward the award of the undergraduate degree in Christian Religious Studies. The
course is also suitable for anybody who is interested in Biblical Studies, and other
studies in theology.
This course will consist of 21 units and it will show why the study of biblical Hebrew
is important for biblical interpretation. The elements of Hebrew grammar, namely:
alphabet, particles, vowels, syllables, definite articles, prepositions, conjunctions,
nouns, adjectives, pronoun and verbs will be studied.
The Course Guide tells you briefly what the course is about, what you are expected to
know in each unit, what course materials you will be using and how you can work
your way through the materials. It also emphasizes the need for Tutor-Marked
Assignments (TMAs). Detailed information on TMAs is found in a separate file,
which will be sent to you later. There are periodic tutorial classes that are linked to this
course.
What you will learn in this course
The overall aim of this course (CRS828: Further Hebrew) is to equip you with the
basic skills and working knowledge of Hebrew Grammar, which will aid you in
translating the Hebrew Bible, thereby developing an informed interpretation of biblical
texts without undue reliance on secondary texts or versions.
Course Aims
This course aims at:
 Introducing you to the importance of Hebrew Grammar in Biblical
studies.
 Helping you to identify Hebrew letters, learning how to write and
pronounce them.
 Giving you tips on how to learn Hebrew vocabularies.
 Showing you how to use the Hebrew Dictionary (lexicon) for translation
of biblical texts.
 Providing enough visio aids, audio, practice grids for effective learning
of Hebrew Grammar.
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 Helping you to develop a working knowledge of Hebrew Grammar that
will prepare you for further studies in biblical interpretation.
Course Objectives
To achieve the above course aims, there are set objectives for each study unit, which
are always included at the beginning. The student should read them before working
through the unit. Furthermore, the student is encouraged to refer to the objectives of
each unit intermittently as the study of the unit progresses. This practice would
promote both learning and retention of what is learned.
Stated below are the wider objectives of this course as a whole. By meeting these
objectives, you should have achieved the aims of the course as a whole.
On successful completion of the course, you should be able to:
 Discuss the importance of Hebrew Grammar in Biblical studies.
 Identify Hebrew letters, also knowing how to write and pronounce them.
 Learn many Hebrew vocabularies.
 Know how to use the Hebrew Dictionary (lexicon) in the translation of
biblical texts.
 Lead a tutorial of Hebrew Grammar to other beginners.
 Pursue further studies in biblical interpretation.
Working through this Course
To complete this course, you are required to read the study units, practice the writing
grids and study other materials provided by National Open University of Nigeria
(NOUN). Each unit contains self-assessment exercises, and at points during the course
you are required to submit assignments for assessment purposes. At the end of this
course there is a final examination. Below you will find listed all the components of
the course and what you have to do.
Course Materials
Major components of the course are:
1. Course Guide
2. Study Units
3. Textbooks
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4. Visio Aids, Audio and Practice Grids
5. Assignments File
6. Presentation Schedule
In addition, you must obtain the materials. You may contact your tutor if you have
problems in obtaining the text materials.
Study Units
There are 21 study units divided in three modules in this course, as follows:
Module 1
Unit 1
Unit 2
Unit 3
Unit 4
Unit 5
Unit 6
Unit 7
Module 2
Unit 8
Unit 9
Unit 10
Unit 11
Unit 12
Unit 13
Unit 14
Module 3
Unit 15
Unit 16
Unit 17
Unit 18
Unit 19
Unit 20
Unit 21

Nouns: General Characteristics
Nouns: The Construct State
Adjective
The Pronoun
Pronominal Suffixes with Nouns
The Definite Article
Prepositions and Vav Conjunction

Use of Hebrew Lexicon
The Qal Imperfect Inflection (Regular Verbs)
The Qal Perfect Inflection (Regular Verbs)
Perfect of the Remaining Verb Stems
Imperfect of the Remaining Verb Stems
Pronominal Suffixes (II)
Imperatives

Vav Consecutive
Infinitives and Participles
Hebrew and Weak Verbs
Hebrew Verbs and Syntax
Hebrew Nymerals
Translation Exercise (I)
Translation Exercise (II)

Each unit contains a number of self-tests. In general, these self-tests question you on
the material you have just covered or require you to apply it in some ways and,
thereby, help you to gauge your progress and to reinforce your understanding of the
material. Together with Tutor Marked Assignments, these exercises will assist you in
achieving the stated learning objectives of the individual units and of the course.
viii

Textbooks and References
The student is encouraged to buy the under-listed books, and Visio-Aids recommended
for this course and for future use.
Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and
II). Aba: Reinoma Services.
Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker
Brown, F, Driver, S. R, Briggs, C. A 1996. Hebrew and English Lexicon. Stuttgart:
Hendrikson Pub
Ebo, D. J. I 1993. Elementary Hebrew. Enugu: Rabboni Nigeria Ltd.
Eliger, K & Rudolp, W 1976. Biblia Hebraica Stutgartensia. Stuttgart: Deutsche
Bibelstiftung.
Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.
Weingreen, J 1959. A Practical Grammar for Classical Hebrew. USA: Oxford
University Press.
Online Helps
1.

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com)

2.

English to Hebrew Translator
(www.star21.com/Translator/english_to_hebrew.html)

3.

My Hebrew Dictionary (www.dictionary.co.il/)

4.

English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/tohebrew)

5.

Why Study Old Testament Hebrew? (www.Torahclass.com)

6.

Vocabulary – Audio
(fellowshipbibleannarbor.org/cms/mattpostiffBlog/63/95/Elementary-HebrewGrammar-Audio)

7.

But why study Hebrew? (www.studylight.org/lex/heb)

8.

The value of Old Testament Study (www.christiancourier.com/articles/1217-the
-value-of-old-testament-study)

Hebrew Visio-Aids and Audio
The underlisted Visio-Aids and Audio will enhance effective learning of Biblical
Hebrew Grammar
1. Hebraica T-Shirts
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2. Aleph-Bet Calendar
3. Audio for Alphabet and Vocabulary
For Details Contact: DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES, FACULTY OF
ARTS, NOUN.
Assignments File
In this file, you will find all the details of the work you must submit to your tutor for
marking. The marks you obtain from these assignments will count towards the final
mark you obtain for this course. Further information on assignments will be found in
the Assignment File itself and later in this Course Guide in the section on assessment.
Presentation Schedule
The Presentation Schedule included in your course materials gives you the important
dates for the completion of tutor marked assignments and attending tutorials.
Remember, you are required to submit all your assignments by the due date. You
should guard against lagging behind in your work.
Assessment
There are two aspects to the assessment of the course. First are the tutor marked
assignments; second, there is a written examination. In tackling the assignments, you
are expected to apply information and knowledge acquired during this course. The
assignments must be submitted to your tutor for formal assessment in accordance with
the deadlines stated in the Assignment File. The work you submit to your tutor for
assessment will count for 30% of your total course mark.
At the end of the course, you will need to sit for a final three-hour examination. This
will also count for 70% of your total course mark.
Tutor Marked Assignments (TMAS)
There are twenty-one tutor marked assignments in this course. You need to submit all
the assignments. The best five (i.e. the highest five of the twenty-one marks) will be
counted. The total marks for the best four (5) assignments will be 30% of your total
course mark.
Assignment questions for the units in this course are contained in the Assignment File.
You should be able to complete your assignments from the information and materials
contained in your set textbooks, reading and study units. However, you are advised to
use other references to broaden your viewpoint and provide a deeper understanding of
the subject.
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When you have completed each assignment, send it together with form to your tutor.
Make sure that each assignment reaches your tutor on or before the deadline given. If,
however, you cannot complete your work on time, contact your tutor before the
assignment is done to discuss the possibility of an extension.
Final Examination and Grading
The examination will consist of questions which reflect the type of self-testing,
practice exercises and tutor–marked problems you have come across. All areas of the
course will be assessed.
You are advised to revise the entire course after studying the last unit before you sit for
the examination. You will find it useful to review your tutor-marked assignments and
the comments of your tutor on them before the final examination.
Course Marking Scheme
This table shows how the actual course marking is broken down.
Assessment

Marks

Assignment 1-21

Best five marks of the twenty-one
assignments count at 30% of course
marks

Final Examination

70% of overall course marks

Total

100% of course marks

Table 1: Course Marking Scheme
Course Overview
This table brings together the units, the number of weeks you should take to complete
them, and the assignments that follow them.
Unit

Week‟s
Activity

Title of work

Assessment
(end of unit)

Course Guide
1.

Nouns: General Characteristics

1.
xi

Assignment 1

2.

Nouns: The Construct State

2.

Assignment 2

3.

Adjective

3.

Assignment 3

4.

The Pronoun

4.

Assignment 4

5.

Pronominal Suffixes with Nouns

5.

Assignment 5

6.

The Definite Article

6.

Assignment 6

7.

Prepositions and Vav Conjunction

7.

Assignment 7

8.

Use of Hebrew Lexicon

8.

Assignment 8

9.

The Qal Imperfect Inflection (Regular Verbs)

9.

Assignment 9

10.

The Qal Perfect Inflection (Regular Verbs)

10.

Assignment 10

11.

Perfect of the Remaining Verb Stems

11.

Assignment 11

12.

Imperfect of the Remaining Verb Stems

12.

Assignment 12

13.

Pronominal Suffixes (II)

13.

Assignment 13

14.

Imperatives

14.

Assignment 14

15.

Vav Consecutive

15.

Assignment 15

16.

Infinitives and Participles

16.

Assignment 16

17.

Hebrew and Weak Verbs

17.

Assignment 17

18.

Hebrew Verbs and Syntax

18.

Assignment 18

19.

Hebrew Numerals

19.

Assignment 19

20.

Translation Exercise (I)

20.

Assignment 20

21.

Translation Exercise (II)

21.

Assignment 21

REVISION

16

EXAMINATION

17

TOTAL

17
Weeks

Table 2: Course Overview
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How to get the best from this course
In distance learning the study units replace the university lecturer. This is one of the
great advantages of distance learning; you can read and work through specially
designed study materials at your own pace, and at a time and place that suit you best.
Think of it as reading the lecture instead of listening to a lecturer. In the same way that
a lecturer might set you some reading to do, the study units tell you when to read your
set books or other material. Just as a lecturer might give you an in-class exercise, your
study units provide exercises for you to do at appropriate points.
Each of the study units follows a common format. The first item is an introduction to
the subject matter of the unit and how a particular unit is integrated with the other units
and the course as a whole. Next is a set of learning objectives. These objectives enable
you know what you should be able to do by the time you have completed the unit. You
should use these objectives to guide your study. When you have finished the units you
must go back and check whether you have achieved the objectives. If you make a habit
of doing this you will significantly improve your chances of passing the course.
The main body of the unit guides you through the required reading from other sources.
This will usually be either from your set books or from a Reading section. Remember
that your tutor‟s job is to assist you. When you need help, don‟t hesitate to call and ask
your tutor to provide it.
1. Read this Course Guide thoroughly.
2. Organize a study schedule. Refer to the „Course overview‟ for more details.
Note the time you are expected to spend on each unit and how the assignments
relate to the units. Whatever method you chose to use, you should decide on it
and write in your own dates for working on each unit.
3. Once you have created your own study schedule, do everything you can to stick
to it. The major reason that students fail is that they lag behind in their course
work.
4. Turn to Unit 1 and read the introduction and the objectives for the unit.
5. Assemble the study materials. Information about what you need for a unit is
given in the „Overview‟ at the beginning of each unit. You will almost always
need both the study unit you are working on and one of your set books on your
desk at the same time.
6. Work through the unit. The content of the unit itself has been arranged to
provide a sequence for you to follow. As you work through the unit you will be
instructed to read sections from your set books or other articles. Use the unit to
guide your reading.
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7. Review the objectives for each study unit to confirm that you have achieved
them. If you feel unsure about any of the objectives, review the study material
or consult your tutor.
8. When you are confident that you have achieved a unit‟s objectives, you can
then start on the next unit. Proceed unit by unit through the course and try to
pace your study so that you keep yourself on schedule.
9. When you have submitted an assignment to your tutor for marking, do not wait
for its return before starting on the next unit. Keep to your schedule. When the
assignment is returned, pay particular attention to your tutor‟s comments, both
on the tutor-marked assignment form and also written on the assignment.
Consult your tutor as soon as possible if you have any questions or problems.
10. After completing the last unit, review the course and prepare yourself for the
final examination. Check that you have achieved the unit objectives (listed at
the beginning of each unit) and the course objectives (listed in this Course
Guide).
Tutors and Tutorials
There are 8 hours of tutorials provided in support of this course. You will be notified
of the dates, times and location of these tutorials, together with the name and phone
number of your tutor, as soon as you are allocated a tutorial group.
Your tutor will mark and comment on your assignments, keep a close watch on your
progress and on any difficulties you might encounter and provide assistance to you
during the course. You must mail your tutor-marked assignments to your tutor well
before the due date (at least two working days are required). They will be marked by
your tutor and returned to you as soon as possible.
Do not hesitate to contact your tutor by telephone, e-mail, or discussion board if you
need help. The following might be circumstances in which you would find help
necessary. Contact your tutor if:
 you do not understand any part of the study units or the assigned readings,
 you have difficulty with the self-tests or exercises,
 You have a question or problem with an assignment, with your tutor‟s
comments on an assignment or with the grading of an assignment.
You should try your best to attend the tutorials. This is the only chance to have face to
face contact with your tutor and to ask questions which are answered instantly. You
can raise any problem encountered in the course of your study. To gain the maximum
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benefit from course tutorials, prepare a question list before attending them. You will
learn a lot from participating in discussions actively.
Summary
CRS828 intends to help you have a working knowledge of biblical Hebrew to assist
you in the work of translating and interpreting biblical texts. Upon completing this
course, you will be able to answer questions such as:



Learn how to use BHS Critical Aparatus
Study different verbal inflections like: the Qal Imperfect Inflection (Regular
Verbs); the Qal Perfect Inflection (Regular Verbs); Perfect of the Remaining
Verb Stems; etc.

Of course, the questions you will be able to answer are not limited to the above list.
This couse manual is simplified for easy comprehension. You will find it interesting,
and you advance studies in the Old Testament. Pay attention to this course, and you
will enjoy it; I assure you.
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INTRODUCTION

A Hebrew noun is a name given to a person, place, or thing. This unit will introduce
you to the Hebrew noun: its morphology and basic usage.
2.0

OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
 Know the general characteristics of Hebrew nouns.
 Understand how Hebrew nouns are derived, which can constitute a good aid in
using Hebrew lexicon in learning common noun forms found in the Hebrew
Bible.

1

3.0

MAIN CONTENT
3.1

Noun Properties

Nouns have the following properties: gender, number, person, and case.
1. Gender
Hebrew respects two gender formations: Masculine and feminine (male and female

he created cf. Genesis 1:27). Unlike Greek, there is no „neuter‟ gender in
Hebrew.
2. Number
There are three numbers in Hebrew: singular, dual and plural. For plural
nouns, there are regular plurals, irregular plurals, dual plurals, and plurals
functioning as singular nouns.
3. Person
Hebrew nouns could be first person (referring to me), second person (you), and
third person (he; e.g. John came). Normally these distinctions apply to the study
of pronouns, but they are implicit in the grammar of the noun as well.
4. Case
Case indicates the grammatical function of the noun in a sentence. The noun
can be a subject of a sentence, an object in a sentence, or in a possessive
relationship with an object (a “construct state”).
Examples:
Obi kicked the ball – (Obi is the subject, while the ball is the object)
It is Tolu‟s ball – (Tolu’s ball or ball of Tolu is the construct state)
In general Hebrew uses endings to indicate these various properties of nouns. By
learning the root of the noun and its endings, you will begin to understand the way
nouns function in Hebrew sentences.
3.2

Derivation

The vast majority of Hebrew nouns are derived from verbs; a few Hebrew nouns
are derived from other nouns, while those for which no known derivation exists
are called primitive nouns.
1) Nouns derived from verbs include:

 דָ בָ רword
 ז ֶַרעseed
 מֶ לְֶךking

from
from
from

 ִדבֵ רhe spoke
 ז ַָרעhe sowed
 מָ לְַךhe reignd
2

 עֶבֶ דservant from  עָבַ דhe served
2) Nouns derived from other nouns include:

 בֹוקֵ רa herdsman from  בָ קָ רa herd
 ךֹ ֶרםa vinedresser from  ך ֶֶרםa vineyard
 יִ ְׂש ְׂראֵ לִ יIsraelite from  יִ ְׂש ָראֵ לIsrael
3) Primitive nouns include:

 אָ בFather
 בֵ ןson

3.3

 אֵ םmother
 יֹוםday

 יָדhand
 לַַ֣יְׂ לָהnight

Gender

In Hebrew there are two genders: masculine and feminine. There is no special
termination for the masculine, but the feminine singular noun is recognized by
the accented

 ָהtermination. Here are few examples of masculine and feminine

nouns:
Masculine

Feminine

 סוסa horse
 ִאיׁשa man
 נָבִ יאa prophet

 סוסָ הa mare
 ִאשָ הa woman
 נְׂ בִ יאָ הa prophetess

Classes of feminine nouns
i.

Words ending in the  ָהor  תas in סוסָ ה, mare; אחֹות, sister; בַ ת, daughter.

ii. Words of any termination that are names of feminine creatures, as אֵ ם,
mother
iii. Names of cities, countries which may be considered mothers of their
inhabitants. As: יְׂ רוׁשָ לַיִ ם, Jerusalem; יְׂ הודָ ה, Judah; ש ָראֵ ל
ְׂ ִי, Israel; etc.
iv. Names of organs of the body of men or animals, especially such organs as are
double, as ַ֣יָד, hand;  ֶרגֶל, foot; also of other utensils or instruments used by
man as: חֶ ֶרב, sword.
v.

Names of things productive, the elements and unseen things as:

נֶ פֶׁש, soul; אֵ ׁש, fire; אֶ ֶרץ,ַ֣earth
3

ׁשֶ מֶ ׁש, sun;

In all these classes however, there are numerous exceptions; and many
words are of both genders, though in general where this is the case one
gender is largely predominant in usage over the other.
vi. Feminine words usually assume the distinctive feminine termination in the
plural. Many feminine nouns however have the masculine plural ending; and
on the contrary many masculine words have the feminine termination in the
plural, especially if they incline a feminine sense as in iv) or v) above.
3.4

Number

There are three numbers in Hebrew: singular, dual and plural. The dual is now
very much in disuse, being employed mostly to express things that occur
naturally or by use in pairs, as hands, feet, and shoes.
(i) The feminine singular is formed by adding

 ָהto the masculine. The plural

 ִיםto the singular; and the plural feminine by
changing  ָהinto ֹות, or by adding  ֹותto the singular if it has no feminine
masculine is formed by adding
termination.
(ii) The dual is formed by adding

ַיִ ם

to the masculine singular for the

masculine, and to the original feminine singular for the feminine.
Example:
Singular
Masculine
Feminine

 טֹובgood
 סוסhorse

 טֹובָ הgood
 סוסָ הmare

Plural

 טֹובִ יםgood
סוסים
ִ horses,

 טֹובִ ֹותgood
 סוסֹותmares

Dual

 סוסַ יִ םpair of horses  סוסָ תַ יִםpair of mares
A few masculine nouns have plurals that end in ֹות, which is the ending

(iii)
normally used for feminine plurals. Example:
Singular

 אָ בfather
 ׁשֵ םname
 מָ קֹוםplace

Plural

 אָ בֹותfathers
ַׁ֣שֵ מֹותnames
ַ֣מָ קֹומֹותplaces
4

 קֹולvoice
(iv)

ַ֣קֹולֹותvoices

A few feminine nouns have plurals that end in

ִים, which

is the

ending normally used for the masculine plurals. Example:
Singular

Plural

 ִאשָ הwoman
 עִ ירcity

 נ ִָׁשיםwomen
ַ֣ע ִָריםcities

(v) Nouns with both masculine and feminine plural endings include:
Singular

Plural

 דֹורgeneration
 ׁשָ נָהyear

ַ֣דֹורים
ִ or  ַ֣דֹורֹותgenerations
ַַׁ֣֣שָ נִ יםorַ֣ ַ֣ ְׁׂשנֹותyears

4.0

CONCLUSION

This unit discussed Noun properties, namly: Gender, Number, Person and Case;
including how Hebrew are derived, namely: Nouns derived from verbs, Noun derived
from other Nouns, and Primitive Nouns, which are Nouns that have no known
derivation.
5.0

SUMMARY
(a) General Properties of Noun include:
1. Gender (masculine or feminine)
2. Number (singular, plural or dual)
3. Person (first, second or third)
4. Case (subject, object or construct-possessive)
(b) Noun Pluralization Rules

6.0

Dual

Plural

ַיִ ם
ַיִ ם

ִים
ֹות

Singular
(none)

ָה ַ֣ אַ ת

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES
5

Masculine
Feminine

(1)

Provide the feminine equivalent of the following masculine nouns
1.
4.

(2)

ִאיׁש
נָבִ יא

2.
5.

מֶ לְֶך
ַנעַר

3.
6.

סוס
שר

Add the plural endings to the following words and indicate the gender of
each

אָ ב
4. סוס
7. סוסָ ה
10. ׁשֵ ם

ִאשָ ה
5. סֵ פֶר
8. עִ יר
11. יָד

1.

7.0

2.

בַ ת
6. מֶ לְֶך
9. תֹורה
ָ
12. ֶרגֶל
3.

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1) Add the plural or dual endings to the following words and translate
each plural or dual form:
1.
5.
9.

8.0

ִאים
יָד
עַ יִ ן

3.
7.

ֶא ֶרץ
ָךנָף

4. . ּתֹורה
ָ
8.

VOCABULARY

 חָ כָםwise
3.  טֹובgood
5.  עַזstrong
7.  קָ טֹ ןsmall
9.  קָ רֹותnear
11.  מַ רbitter
13.  ׁשָ דֶ הfield
15.  אֲדֹ נַיLord
17.  בָ שָ רflesh
19. עפָר
ָ dust
1.

9.0

אֵ ם
6. יִ ֹום
10. עִ יר
2.

 גָדֹולgreat
4.  קֹולvoice
6.  הָ יָהhe was, became
8.  ַרבmany, much, great
10.  מֹ ׁשֶ הMoses
12. פ
ֶַ֣  ָיbeautiful, handsome, fair
14.  אֲדָ מָ הground, earth
16.  יְׂ הוָהLORD (Pronounced Adonai)
18.  יָׁשָ רstraight, right
20.  ֶנפֶׁשsoul, living being
2.

REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
6

עֵץ

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and
II). Aba: Reinoma Services.
Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker
Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.
Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com)
English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew).
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
This unit examines the construct relationships in Hebrew nouns. When a noun is so
connected in thought with a following word or clause that the two make up one idea,
the first is said to be in the construct state or in construction. A word not so dependent
is said to be in the absolute state; example, “in son of the king”, “great in power”, the
words “son” and “great” are in the construct, “king” and “power” are in the absolute.
2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
 Conjugate the Hebrew verbs in relation to possession.
 Identify masculine and feminine endings of Hebrew nouns in construct
relationship.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Construct state
The construct relation corresponds most nearly to the Genitive or to relations
expressed by “of” in English. Now the first half of a relation like “son of …”, forming
no complete idea of itself, the emphasis of the whole expression lies on the second
half. In this way the construct or first half is uttered as shortly as possible in
consistency with the laws of pronunciation in the language; any merely tone long
vowel within the word will be shortened or lost, and any weak letter outside the word,
elided.
Notes:
8

(1)

When a masculine plural noun is placed in the construct state, its ending is

( ִיםhireq-yod, plus final mem) to ( ֵיtsere-yod). Long vowels
left standing in open syllables before the  ֵיending are usually reduced to
changed from

vocal shevas (unless they are unchangeably long).
Examples:
Plural Absolute
___
 בָ נִ יםSons

יָמַ ים
אֱֹלהִ ים

Days
God(gods)

סוסים
ִ

Horses

בָ נֵי
יָמֵ י

Plural Construct
 בְׂ נֵיsons of

___

days of

____

יְׂ מֵ י
אֱֹלהֵ י

____

סוסֵ י

horses of

___

____

God of (gods of)

(In this last two examples, holem and shureq are unchangeably long vowels)
(2)

When two vocal shevas are placed together at the beginning of the
masculine plural construct form, the first of these must be raised to a full
vowel.
Example:
Plural Absolute
___
 ֲאנ ִָׁשיםMen

ְׂדבָ ִרים
עֲבָ ִדים
זְׂקֵ נִ ים

(3)

אֲנְׂ ׁשֵ י
ְׂדבְׂ ֵרי
עֲבְׂ דֵ י
זִקְׂ נֵי

Plural Construct
___  אַ נְׂ ׁשֵ יMen of

 ִדבְׂ ֵריWords of
Servants ___
___  עַבְׂ דֵ יServants of
Elders
___
___  זִקְׂ נֵיElders of
The dual construct has the same ending ( )ֵיas the masculine
construct. The ( )ֵיtakes the place of the dual absolute ending ()ַיִ ם.
Words

___

___

plural

Examples:
Dual Absolute
 אָ זְׂנַ ַ֣יִ םEars

ַרגְׂ לַ יִ ם
קַ ְׂרנַ ַ֣יִ ם

(4)

Dual Construct
 אָ ְׂזנֵיEars of

 ַרגְׂ לֵיFeet of
Horns
 קַ ְׂרנֵיHorns of
The feminine plural construct retains the  ֹותending of the feminine plural
absolute. Masculine plural nouns ending in  ֹותfollow this same pattern.
Feet

Examples:

Plural Absolute

Plural Construct
9

אָ בֹות
ֲאַ֣ ַָ֣רצֹות

Fathers ___
___

(f)

lands

___

א ְֲׂרצֹות

___

אֲבֹות
אַ ְׂרצֹות

fathers of
lands of

(5)

The rules that govern the formation of singular construct nouns are much
more complicated than those that relate to plural construct forms. The use
of lexicon can be helpful in determining this.

(6)

The word in the construct state never takes the article. When the
compound idea is definite, it is (not the word in the construct but) the
genitive (following it) which takes the article.
Example:

בֶ ןֽנָבִ יא
בֶ ןֽהַ לֶ לְֶך

a son of a prophet (indefinite)
the man of God (definite)

4.0 SUMMARY
1) When a masculine plural noun is placed in the construct state, its ending is
changed.
2) When two vocal shevas are placed together at the beginning of the
masculine plural construct form, the first of these must be raised to a full
vowel.
3) The dual construct has the same ending ( )ֵיas the masculine plural construct.
4) The feminine plural construct retains the  ֹותending of the feminine plural
absolute.
5) The rules that govern the formation of singular construct nouns are much
more complicated than those that relate to plural construct forms. The use of
lexicon can be helpful in determining this.
6) The word in the construct state never takes the article. When the compound
idea is definite, it is (not the word in the construct but) the genitive
(following it) which takes the article.
5.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES
1)

Translate the following:
(1) ךָלֽיְׂ מֵ יַ֣הָ ָא ֶרץ

(2) דַ םֽךָלֽבָ שָ ר

(3) ש ָראֵ ל
ְׂ ִנֵיַ֣י

(4) ירוׁשָ לָיִ ם

ְׂיׁשַ֣מב
ִ ִא
(5) םַ֣אׁשֶ תֽאַ ְׂב ָרםַ֣שָ ָרי
ֵ ֵׁש

ִבְׂ הַ רַ֣צִ טֹוןַ֣וב
(6) תֽד ֶרְךַ֣עֵץַ֣הַ חטִ ים
ֶ ֶא

2) Translate the following to Hebrew:
10

(1) The people of the earth

(2) The sons of Israel

(3) The land of Jerusalem

(4) In the book of the law of Moses

(5) The words of the book of
the law

(6) You are my God

(7) For our God is great

(8) We have an old father

(9) From his evil way

(10)

For I am the LORD your God

6.0 VOCABULARY

( אֶ בֶ ןf) stone
 לֶחֶ םbread
ַ֣ ךֶ סֶ ףsilver
 כֹוכָבstar
 חָ כְׂ מָ הwisdom
 יַיִ ןwine

 דֹורgeneration
 ִמ ְׂדבָ רwilderness, desert
 סֵ פֶרbook
 ִמצְׂ ַריִ םEgypt
 ֶחסֶ דgoodness, kindness
 ֶילֶדchild

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and
II). Aba: Reinoma Services.
Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker
Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.
Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com)
English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew).
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
An adjective is a word that names a quality, or that defines or limits a noun. The
adjective follows the noun it qualifies and agrees with it in number and gender.
Hebrew adjectives function similarly to English adjectives with some variations. In
English, adjectives appear before the noun they modify, but in Hebrew adjectives often
appear after the noun they modify.
2.0 OBJECTIVE
At the end of this unit you should be able to:



Identify adjectival phrases and contructions in biblical Hebrew.
Apply the different usages of Hebrew adjectives.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Adjective Properties
Like the nouns they modify, adjectives have the following properties:


Gender
Hebrew adjectives have masculine and feminine gender, just like the noun they
modify. While masculine nouns go with masculine adjectives, feminine nouns
go with feminine adjectives.
12





Number
Hebrew adjectives agree with their noun numbers. Singular nouns require
singular adjectives; plural nouns require plural adjectives, and dual nouns with
dual adjectives.
Definiteness
Nouns can either be definite (either by taking the definite article or by being a
proper noun) or indefinite. Attributive adjectives must agree with their nouns in
definiteness, and therefore may appear with the article.

3.2 Adjective Usage
There are four basic ways adjectives are used:
1) Attribute Usage
(a) Attributively, adjective follows the noun it qualifies and agrees with it in number,
gender and definiteness. Examples:

 ִאיׁשַ֣טֹוב, a good manַ֣(expressed in Hebrew as „a man, a good one‟)
 ִאשָ הַ֣טֹובָ ה, a good woman (expressed in Hebrew as “a woman, a good one”)

(b) When the noun is definite the adjective which qualifies it has the article. Examples:

הָ ִאיׁשַ֣הַ חֹוב, the good manַ֣(expressed in Hebrew as ‘the man, the good (one)’)
הָ ִאשָ הַ֣הַ טֹובָ ה, the good womanַ֣(expressed in Hebrew as ‘the woman, the good
(one)’)
(c) Agreement of noun and adjective must be carefully watched in those cases where
masculine nouns have feminine endings in the plural, and feminine nouns have
masculine endings in the plural. Example:

אָ בֹותַ֣טֹובִ ים, good fathers;
and not אָ בֹותַ֣טֹובֹות
נ ִָׁשיםַ֣גְׂ דֹולֹות, great women;
and not ָׁשיםַ֣גְׂ דֹולִ ים
ִנ

2) Predicate Usage
Predicatively, the adjective precedes the noun. In Hebrew, predicate adjectives appear
before the noun and agree in gender and number (but not definiteness). Note that
predicate adjectives never take the definite article.Example:

טֹובַ֣הָ ִאיׁש, the man is good

(expressed in Hebrew as „good (is) the man‟)
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טֹובָ הַ֣הָ ִאשָ ה, the woman is good (expressed in Hebrew as „good (is) the woman)
3) Substantive Usage
An adjective can stand alone and function as a noun. When it does so, it may function
as the subject or object of a verb and it always appears with the definite article.
When you encounter a definite adjective that does not seem to modify a noun within a
sentence, it may be a substantive adjective. Translate the adjective with an implied
“one” (for singular forms) or “ones” for plural forms. Examples:
Feminine
The good (one)
The good (ones)

Masculine

הַ חֹובָ ה
הַ חֹובֹות

The good (one)
The good (ones)

הַ חֹוב
הַ חֹובִ ים

Singular
Plural

4) Comparative/Superlative Usage
(a) In English, when we say, “The boys are stronger than the girls”, it is a comparative
statement because of the word “stronger”. To make a comparative statements, Hebrew
adjectives combines with the preposition “from” (min) to complete the construction by
adding it to the word that acts as the object of the comparison. Examples:

ָדֹולַ֣מןַ֣הָ אֹ הֶ ל
ִ
הַ בַ יִ תַ֣ג
The house big from the tent
(meaning: The house is bigger than the tent)
(b) When we say “Obi is the strongest boy in the class”, the word “strongest” depicts
a superlative understanding. The Superlative Usage of the Adjective in Hebrew can be
formed by placing the adverb meod (“very”) after an adjective. Examples:

טֹובַ֣מאֹ ד
ְׂ
Very good
(or the best)
3.3 Patterns of Inflection of Adjectives
(a) Adjectives must agree with the Noun they modify in gender and number. So the
inflections of adjectives follow basically with that of Noun. That is, the endings of
Adjectives (suffixes) are similar to that of Noun.
Examples:
Feminine

Masculine
14

…

אָ ה
אֹות

ִאים

Feminine

Masculine

טֹובָ ה
טֹובֹות

טֹוב
טֹובִ ים

Singular
Plural

Singular
Plural

(b) Adjectives must agree with the nouns they modify in gender and number. For
example, consider the following adjective phrases.
Examples:
A good daughter
Good daughters

בַ תַ֣טֹובָ ה
בָ נֹותַ֣טֹובֹות

A good son
Good sons

בֵ ןַ֣טֹוב
בָ נִ יםַ֣טֹובִ ים

4.0 CONCLUSION
This unit confirms that Hebrew adjectives function similarly to English adjectives with
some variations. Adjectival properties and usages and patterns of inflection of
adjectives were also studied.
5.0 SUMMARY
1) General properties of adjectives include:
 Gender (masculine or feminine)
 Number (singular, plural or dual)
 Definiteness
2) Adjectival usage include:
a. Attributive usage. Adjectives that directly modify a noun are called
“attributive” because they attribute a certain characteristic to a noun.
Attributive adjectives have the following properties:
i. They follow the noun they modify
ii. They agree with the noun they modify in:
15

1. Gender (masc / fem)
2. Number (sing / pl)
3. Definiteness (if the noun is definite, the adjective must be,
too)
b. Predicative usage. In Hebrew, predicate adjectives can appear before or
after the noun and agree in gender and number -- but not definiteness.
Predicate adjectives use the word “is” with the adjective to form the
predicate of a complete clause (subject+verb). Predicate adjectives have
the following properties:
i. They appear before or after the noun they modify
ii. They agree with the noun they modify in:
1. Gender (masc / fem)
2. Number (sing / pl)
3. but not in definiteness
c. Substantive usage. An adjective can stand alone and function as a noun.
When it does so, it may function as the subject or object of a verb, and it
always appears with the definite article. When you encounter a definite
adjective that does not seem to modify a noun within a sentence, it may
be a substantive adjective. Translate the adjective with an implied “one”
(for singular forms) or “ones” for plural forms.
d. Comparative/superlative usage. Adjectives may be used to make
comparative statements. In Hebrew, comparisons are formed by adding
the preposition (min) to the word that functions as the object of the
comparison. Superlatives are formed by adding the adverb (meod) to the
adjective.
3) Pattern of Inflection. Since adjectives must agree with the noun they modify in
gender and number, every adjective can take four possible forms: two for
masculine nouns (singular and plural), and two for feminine nouns (singular
and plural). These forms are changed by means of adding endings to the stem of
the word, much in the same manner as endings are attached to nouns.
16

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES


From the vocabulary you already know, create simple adjective phrases,
such as “a good woman,” “the good woman,” “good women,” and “the
good women.” Do this for the following nouns:
1. Woman
4. Jesus
7. People

2. Man
5. Moses

3. City
6. Land

Combine these nouns with the following adjectives: good, great, old, new, perfect,
holy.
7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
1. Each of the following entries contains an adjective. In the space marked (a)
indicate whether the adjective is used attributively (A) or predicatively (P). in
the space marked (b) give the gender of the adjective, and in (c) give its
number.
Example:

ץַ֣רחֹוקָ ה
ְׂ  מֵ ֶא ֶרfrom a distant landַ֣ (Josh. 9:6)
(a) ___A___
1.

(b)

(b)

_____

_____ (c)

_____

_____ (c)

_____

_____ (c)

_____

ַ֣קָ רֹובַ֣הַ טֹוםthe day is near
(a) _____ (b)

7.

_____ (c)

ַ֣עִ ירַ֣גְׂ דֹולָהa great city
(a) _____ (b)

6.

_____

ַ֣ ַביִ תַ֣חָ דָ ׁשa new house
(a) _____ (b)

5.

(c)

 ַ֣ ֶאבֶ ןַ֣גְׂ דֹולָהa great stone
(a) _____ (b)

4.

_____

 בְׂ ֶד ֶרְךַ֣יְׂ ׁשָ ָרהby a straight way
(a) _____ (b)

3.

__sing__

 ַנע ֲָרהַ֣קְׂ טַ םָהa little maid
(a) _____

2.

__fem_ (c)

_____ (c)

_____

דַ֣מאֹ ד
ְׂ ֹץַ֣מא
ְׂ ַ֣טוִ בָ הַ֣הָ ָא ֶרthe land was exceedingly good
(a) _____ (b)

_____ (c)
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_____

8.

ַ֣הַ ֶד ֶרְךַ֣הַ חֹובָ הthe good way
(a) _____ (b)

_____ (c)

_____

2. From the vocabulary you already know, create 4 simple comparative adjective
constructions.
3. From the vocabulary you already know, create 4 simple predicative adjective
phrases, such as “a woman is good,” “the woman is good,” “the man is wise,”
“Moses is old,” and “the kings are evil.”
8.0 VOCABULARY

גָדֹול
ָזכֵן
חָ דָ ׁש
חָ זָק
חָ כָם
ָיפֵה
ְׂמאֹ ד
יָׁשָ ר
קָ דֹוׁש
קָ טֹון
ָרע
ּתָ ִמים

טֹוב
ַרב
אֵ ׁש
כֹ הֵ ן
סוס
אֹ ור
בִ ינָה
מָ קֹום
קֹול
נָבִ יא
צָ ִדיק
הוא

Great, big
Old
New
Strong
Wise
Beautiful
Very (adverb)
Upright
Holy
Small
Evil, wicked
Perfect, Complete

Good
Much, Many
Fire
Priest
Horse
Light
Understanding
Place, Abode
Voice
Prophet
Righteous, Just
That

9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and
II). Aba: Reinoma Services.
Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker
Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.
Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com)
English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew).
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9.0
1.0

INTRODUCTION

A pronoun is a word that stands in place of (“pro”) a noun. The word for which a
pronoun stands (or refers back to) is called the antecedent of the pronoun. This unit
studies the properties and types of Hebrew pronoun.
2.0

OBJECTIVE

This unit will equip the student to understand the different dynamics of pronouns in
biblical Hebrew, ranging from pronoun properties, types of pronouns to pronominal
endings.
3.0

MAIN CONTENT

3.1

Properties of Pronoun

Pronouns function more or less like Nouns. So they possess the same properties,
namely:
1. Gender
Gender refers to whether the pronoun is masculine or feminine. The gender of
the pronoun is determined by the gender of the noun, which is its antecedent.
2. Number
Singular or Plural pronouns agree with the singular or plural of the antecedent
nouns.
Examples:
Paul went to University where he got his first degree.
The soldiers fought gallantly, and they received the crown.
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(“Paul” is the antecedent noun of the pronoun “he” – singular; while the
pronoun “they” corresponds with the antecedent noun “soldiers” – plural).
3. Person
A pronoun can be in the first person (I, We), second person (you – singular,
you – plural), or third person (he/she/they).
4. Case
A pronoun can be a subject of a sentence (he is a king), an object in a phrase or
clause (John loves her), or in a possessive relationship with an object (his
Hebrew book).
3.2 Types of Pronouns
Types of Hebrew pronouns include: Personal pronouns, Demonstrative pronouns,
Interrogative pronouns, and Relative pronouns.
(a) Personal Pronouns
The following are the forms of the independent personal pronoun
1 cs
2 ms
2 fs
3 ms
3 fs

אָ נֹ כִ י,ַ֣אֲנִ י
אַ ּתָ ה
ְַׂ֣אַ ּת
הוא
הִ יא

I

1 cp

You

2 mp

You

2 fp

He/it

3 mp

She/it

3 fp

אֲנו,ַ֣נַ חְׂ נו,ַ֣אֲנַ חְׂ נו
אַ ּתֶ ם
אַ ֵתנָה,ַ֣אַ ּתֶ ן
הלָ ה,ַ֣ם
ֵ ֵה
הםָה,ַ֣ן
ֵ ֵה

We
You
You
They
They

Notes:
(i)

The above forms of the personal pronouns are used only to express the
nominative or a subject: they must not be put as oblique cases after a verb or
preposition.
(ii) When not expressing the subject, the personal pronouns become attracted in
a fragmentary form to the end of other words. The fragments are named
pronominal suffixes (to be studied later)
(iii) Sentences that employ independent personal pronouns as subjects will often
be verbless sentences (with the verb “to be” understood).
Examples:

אֲנִ יַ֣יְׂ הוָה
אַ ּתָ הַ֣הָ ִאיׁש
ךִ יֽ ָעפָר

I (am) the LORD
You are the man
For you are dust
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יְׂ הוָהַ֣הואַ֣הָ אֱֹלהִ ים

The LORD, he is God

Demonstrative Pronoun

(b)

The forms of the demonstrative pronouns are as follows:
Singular
Masc.
Fem.
Masc.
Fem.

זֶה
ז ֹאת
הוא
הִ יא

Plural
this
this
that
that

ֵאכֶה
Fem.
ֵאכֶה
Masc. )ֵהלָ ה(הֵ ם
Fem. )ֵהםָהַ֣(הֵ ן
Masc.

these
these
those
those

Note:

(i) Like adjectives, demonstrative pronoun may be used attributively. They agree
in gender, number and article with the nouns to which they refer.
Examples:

הַ לָ קֹוםַ֣הַ זֶה
הָ ָא ֶרץַ֣הַ ז ֹאת
בַ טֹוםַ֣הַ הוא
בָ עִ ירַ֣הַ הִ יא
הַ ְׂדבָ ִריםַ֣הָ ֵאכֶה
הֶ ע ִָריםַ֣הַ ֵאכֶה
בַ ט ִָמיםַ֣הָ הֵ ם

This place
This land
On that day
In that city
These words
These cities

In those days
(ii) Demonstrative pronouns may also be predicatively. They agree in gender,
number with the nouns to which they are linked, but they never take the
article.
Examples:

זֶהַ֣הַ טֹום
ז ֹאתַ֣הָ ָא ֶרץ
הואַ֣הַ דָ בָ ר
הִ ואַ֣הָ עִ ירַ֣הַ גדֹ לָה
ֵאכֶהַ֣הַ ְׂדבָ ִרים

This (is) the day
This (is) the land
That (is) the word
That (is) the great city
These (are) the words

(c) Interrogative Pronouns
The following are the Hebrew Interrogative pronouns:
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ִמי
מַ דו ַַ֣ע
מָ תַ י
ַ֣אֵ יכָה/ַ֣אֵ יְך
ַ֣אָ נָה/ַ֣אָ ן
אֵ י
(c)

מָ ה
לָלָ ה
אֵ יפֹ ה
מֵ אַ יִ ן
ֲֽה
אַ יֵה

Who?
Why?
When?
How?
Where?
Where?

What?
Why?
Where?
From Where?
Interrogative particle
Where?

Relative Pronouns

A relative pronoun (who, that, which) connects a modifying clause to an antecedent.
This clause is called a relative clause since it “relates” the clause to the antecedent and
modifies it adjectivally. For example:
4.0

CONCLUSION

This unit shows that Hebrew pronouns function more like Nouns, so they possess same
properties like gender, number, person and case. The student should get aquainted with
how they function for effective learning of the grammar.
5.0

SUMMARY
1) General Properties of Pronouns include:
a) Gender: Gender is a property that indicates the sex of the
antecedent (masculine or feminine).
b) Number: Number is the property that indicates whether the
antecedent represents one (singular) or more than one (plural)
object.
c) Person: Person refers to the relationship between the antecedent
and the speaker. A pronoun can be in the first person, second
person, or third person.
d) Case: Case indicates the grammatical function of the pronoun in a
sentence. A pronoun can be a subject of a sentence (He is a king),
an object in a phrase or clause (John loves her), or in a possessive
relationship with an object (his Hebrew book).
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2) Types of Pronouns include: Personal, Demonstrative, Interrogative, and
Relative pronouns.
6.0

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

(1)

Translate the following into English:

הַ שָ נִ יםַ֣הַ חֹ בֹ תַ֣הָ ֵאכֶה
2) דיקַ֣אַ ּתָ ה
ִַ֣ ַצ
3) ָדֹולַ֣אנִי
ָ
יַ֣מלְֶךַ֣ג
ֶ ִך
4) לָעִ ירַ֣הַ גְׂ דֹולָהַ֣הַ ז ֹאת
5) יםַ֣הלָ ה
ֵ ִכִ יֽ ֲחזָק
6) ָמיםַ֣אֲנַ חְׂ נו
ִ ֲחכ
7) ךִ יֽחָ זָקַ֣הוא
8) ךִ יַ֣מָ ִריםַ֣הַ ם
9) הָ עִ ירַ֣הַ ז ֹאתַ֣קְׂ רֹ בָ ה
10)
וְׂ אָ נֹ כִ יַ֣ ַנעַרַ֣קָ טֹ ן
1)

7.0

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
(1) Underscore the correct pronominal form in the following entries

)ַ֣הִ יא/ַ֣ךִ יַ֣קָ טֹ ןַ֣(הוא
2) )ַ֣אּתָ ה/ַ֣
ָ ךִ יַ֣קָ ׁשֶ הַ֣(אַ ְּׂת
3) וא)ַ֣מאֹ ד
ְׂ
ִַ֣ה/ַ֣ךִ יֽ ָיפָהַ֣(הוא
4) )ַ֣אַ ְּׂת/ַָ֣יפָהַ֣(אַ ּתָ ה
5) )ַ֣אַ ְּׂת/ַּ֣תָ ִמיםַ֣(אַ ּתָ ה
1)

For he (is) small
that you (are) stubborn
for she (was) very beautiful
you (are) lovely
you (were) perfect (blameless)

Practice reading the Hebrew aloud. Cover the English translation
and practice translating the Hebrew from sight

(2)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

ָדֹולַ֣מאֹ ד
ְׂ
הָ ִאיׁשַ֣מֹ ׁשֶ הַ֣ג
ַ֣הַ דָ בָ רַ֣הַ גָדֹול
ַָ֣הַ֣ומלְֶך
ֶ ךִ יַ֣אֵ לַ֣גָדֹולַ֣יְׂ הו
ַ֣גָדֹולַ֣עַלֽךָלֽאֱֹלהִ ים
ךִ יַ֣קָ רֹובַ֣הוא
ךִ יֽקְׂ רֹ בִ יםַ֣הֵ ם

The man Moses (was) very great
This great thing
For the Lord (is) a great God, and a
great king above all gods.
For it (was) near
for they (were) near (neighbours)
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8.0

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
9.0

VOCABULARY

ֶאבֶ ן
דֹור
יְׂ רוׁשָ לַ יִ ם
ךֹ ה
לֶ חֶ ם
ִמ ְׂדבָ ר
מָ ה
ִמי
ֶׁשמֶ ן

(f) Stone

10

Generation

11

Jerusalem

12

Thus

13

Bread

14

Wilderness, desert

15

What?

16

Who?

17

Oil, fat

18

מֹ ׁשֶ ה
נָבִ יא
נַ עַר
ַנ ֲַ֣ע ָרה
ֵספֶר
פֶן
ֶרגֶל
ִמ ְׁׂשפָט
ּתֹורה
ָ

Moses
Prophet
Lad, youth
Maiden, young woman
Book
Lest
(f) foot
Judgment, justice
(f) law, Instruction
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Introduction

This unit discusses the pronominal suffixes on Hebrew nouns. Pronominal
suffixes were originally independent personal pronouns that became attached to the
noun or preposition they followed. When appearing on nouns, they are possessive;
example: his book. When appearing on prepositions or the definite direct object
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marker, they are objective; example: to him. When attached to verbs, they normally
serve as direct objects of the verb; when attached to particles, they may express a
variety of relationships, depending on the function of the particles.
2.0

Objectives

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:
 Mark out the direct objects of verbs and prepositions.
 Identify possessive nouns
 Define other functions of pronominal suffixes.
3.0

Main Content
3.1 The Pronominal Suffixes

The relation existing between a noun and its pronominal suffix is really the construct
relation. The form of the noun, however is not always identical with that of the
construct, but varies with the position of the tone. In this section, only the endings of
the noun as affected by the suffix are treated.
When attached to nouns, pronominal suffixes function as possessive pronouns.
Notes:
1) Pronominal suffixes for singular nouns (Masculine or Feminine)

ִי
ְָׂך
ְֵך
ֹו
ָה

1 cs
2 ms
2 fs
3 ms
3 fs

My
Your
Your
His
Her

1 cp
2 mp
2 fp
3 mp
3 fp

ֵנו
ְׂכֶם
ְׂכֶן
ָם
ָן

Our
Your
Your
Their
Their

Examples:
(a) סוס

סוס
1 cs
2 ms
2 fs
3 ms
3 fs

Masculine singular absolute, “horse”
Masculine singular construct, “horse of”

סוסי
ִ
סוסָך
ְׂ
סוסֵ ְך
סוסֹו
סוסָ ה

My horse

1 cp

Your horse

2 mp

Your horse

2 fp

His horse

3 mp

Her horse

3 fp
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סוסנו
ֵ
סוסכֶם
ְׂ
סוסכֶן
ְׂ
סוסָ ם
סוסָ ן

Our horse
Your horse
Your horse
Their horse
Their horse

(b) סוסָ ה

Feminine singular absolute, “mare”

 סוסַ תFeminine singularַ֣construct, “mare of”
1 cs סוסָ ִתי
My mare
1 cp סוסָ ֵתנו
2 ms  סוסָ ְׂתָךYour mare 2 mp סוסָ ְׂת ֶכם
 סוסָ תֵ ְךYour mare 2 fp סוסָ ְׂתכֶן
2 fs
3 ms סוסָ תֹו
His mare
3 mp סוסָ תָ ם
 סוסָ תָ הHer mare 3 fp סוסָ תָ ן
3 fs

Our mare
Your mare
Your mare
Their mare
Their mare

2) Pronominal Suffixes for Plural nouns (masculine or feminine)

ַי
ֶיָך
ַיִ ְך
ָיו
ַ֣יה
ָ ֶ

1 cs
2 ms
2 fs
3 ms
3 fs

My

1 cp

Your

2 mp

Your

2 fp

His

3 mp

Her

3 fp

ֵינו
ֵיכֶם
ֵיכֶן
ֵיהֶ ם
ֵיהֶ ן

Our
Your
Your
Their
Their

Examples:
(a)  אֱֹלהִ יםMasculine plural absolute, “God, gods”

אֱֹלהֵ י

Masculine plural construct, “God of, gods of”

אֱֹלהַ י
ֱֹלהינו
ֵ א
My God
1 cp
ֶ  אYour God 2 mp אֱֹלהֵ יכֶם
2 ms ֱֹלהיָך
ֱֹלהיִ ְך
ַ  אYour God 2 fp אֱֹלהֵ יכֶן
2 fs
3 ms אֱֹלהָ יו
His God
3 mp אֱֹלהֵ יהֶ ם
ַ֣יה
ָ ֱֹלה
ֶ  אHer God
אֱֹלהֵ יהֶ ן
3 fs
3 fp
(b)  תֹורֹותFeminine plural absolute, “laws”
 תֹורֹותFeminine plural contruct, “laws of”
1 cs

1 cs
2 ms
2 fs
3 ms
3 fs

תֹורֹותַ י
תֹורֹותיָך
ֶ
תֹורֹותיִ ְך
ַ
תֹורֹותָ יו
ַ֣יה
ָ תֹורֹות
ֶ

My laws

1 cp

Your laws

2 mp

Your laws

2 fp

His laws

3 mp

Her laws

3 fp
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תֹורֹותינו
ֵ
תֹורֹותֵ יכֶם
תֹורֹותֵ יכֶן
תֹורֹותֵ יהֶ ם
תֹורֹותֵ יהֶ ן

Our God
Your God
Your God
Their God
Their God

Our laws
Your laws
Your laws
Their laws
Their laws

3) The dual nouns take the same suffixes as the plural

Examples:

י ַָדיִ ם
יְׂ דֵ י

Feminine dual absolute, “hands”
Feminine dual construct, “hands of”

ידַ י
י ֶָדיָך
י ַָדיִ ְך
יָדָ יו
ַ֣יה
ָ י ֶָד

1 cs
2 ms
2 fs
3 ms
3 fs
4.0

My hands

1 cp

Your hands

2 mp

Your hands

2 fp

His hands

3 mp

Her hands

3 fp

י ֵָדינו
יְׂ דֵ י ֶכם

Our hands

יְׂ דֵ יהֶ ם
יְׂ דֵ יהֶ ן

Their hands

Your hands

Their hands

Summary

This unit presented:
1) Pronominal suffixes for singular nouns (Masculine or Feminine)
2) Pronominal Suffixes for Plural nouns (masculine or feminine)
3) The dual nouns take the same suffixes as the plural

5.0

Self Assessment Exercises
1) Translate and practice pronouncing the following:

6.0

1.

ִמטַדַ֣הָ ִאשָ ה

1.

יֹוםַ֣הַ שַ בָ ת

2.

בֶ ןֽאָ דָ ם

5.

בְׂ נֹותַ֣אַ נְׂ ׁשֵ יַ֣הָ עִ יר

3.

יאים
ִ ִומבְׂ נֵיֽהַ םְׂ ב
ִ

6.

ָראׁשֵ יַ֣הֶ הָ ִרים

וְׂ ֵאכֶהַ֣מַ לְׂ כֵיַ֣הָ ָא ֶרץ

7.

בְׂ ֶא ֶרץַ֣בְׂ נֵיַ֣יִ ְׂש ָראֵ ל

4.
Vocabulary

חָ בַ ל
חֶ בֶ ל
חֶ בֶ ר
חַ ג
חָ דַ ל
חֶ דֶ ר

יְׂ אֹור
יַבָ ׁשָ ה
יָד
יָדַ ע
יְׂ הוָה
יֹ בֵ ל

He bound, pledged
Rope, band, lot
Company, association

Feast, festival
He ceased
Chamber, room
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Stream, canal
(f) dry ground
(f) hand
He knew
LORD (Adonay)
Ram, ram‟s horn

חָ דָ ׁש
חֹול
חֹומָ ה
7.0

יֹום
יֹונָה
יֹוצֵ ר

(adj) new
Sand
Wall

Day
(f) dove
Potter
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INTRODUCTION

Hebrew language has no indefinite article like „a‟ or „an‟. The absence of the definite
article is used to determine when an indefinite article is used. To make a Hebrew word
(of either gender) definite, you add a Hey ( )הbefore the noun. Sometimes the vowel
under the Hey changes, depending on whether the noun begins with a regular letter or
a guttural letter.
2.0
OBJECTIVE
At the end of this unit you will learn how to:
 Prefix the definite article with guttural and non-guttural letters.
 Determine the indefinite article in Hebrew grammar.
3.0

MAIN CONTENT
3.1

Before All Non-Gutturals
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The usual form of the article in Hebrew before all non-gutturals is

ַֻ֣ ַ( הhey ( )הplus

patach (ַ), plus dagesh forte (ֻ) in the first consonant of the noun; as in:

( הַ טֹוםhay-yôm) =  יֹום+ ַֻ֣ ַה
the king ( הַ לֶ לְֶךham-melekh) =  מֶ לְֶך+ ַֻ֣ ַה
the son הבֵ ן
ַַ֣ (hab-ben) =  בֵ ן+ ַֻ֣ ַה

the day/ today

3.2

Before Strong Gutturals

Before the strong or harsh gutturals
implication, the form of the article is
letter. As in:

ה

and

ח

which may be doubled by

 ַַ֣הwithout a dagesh forte in the following
( הַ הֹ לְֵךha-hǒlēk) =  הֹ לְֵך+ ַַ֣ה

the darkness ( הַ חֹ ׁשֶ ְךha-chōshēk) =
3.3

 חֹ ׁשֶ ְך+ ַַ֣ה

Before Weak Gutturals

Before the weak guttural א,  עand before ר, which cannot be doubled, the patach
under Hey (ה
ַַ֣ ) lengthens to a qamets () ַָ֣ה. As in:
=

 ִאיׁש+ ַַ֣ה

the bird ( ַ֣הָ עֹוףhā-‘ôf) =

 עֹוף+ ַַ֣ה

the man

( ַ֣הָ ִאיׁשha-’îsh)

( הָ ָרקִ י ַַ֣עhā- rāqia‘)
3.4

Before

ַָ֣ח

=

 ָרקִ י ַַ֣ע+ ַַ֣ה

Before ַ֣ע
ַָ֣ ַ֣ ָחָ ַ֣ה

 ַָ֣ה,  ַָ֣ע,

and before an unaccented

the patach under Hey (ה
ַַ֣ ) is

deflected to a segôl (ה
ֶַ֣ ) for the sake of dissimilarity. As in:

( ַ֣הֶ חָ זָקhe-chāzāq)
( הֶ הָ ִריםhe-hārîm)
( הֶ עָֹוןhe-‘āvōn)
30

חָ זָק

+

ַַ֣ה

=

הָ ִרים

+

ַַ֣ה

=

עָֹון

+

ַַ֣ה

=

3.5

Before a noun with initial (ַ֣)י
ְׂ

Before a noun whose initial consonant is yod, followed by a sheva ( )ְַׂ֣יand
sometimes before a noun whose initial consonant is mem, followed by a sheva
(מ
ְַׂ֣ ), the form of the article is

 ַַ֣הwithout a dagesh forte in the following letter. As

in:
the children

( ַ֣הַ יְׂ ל ִָדיםha- yelādîm) = יְׂ ל ִָדים
( הַ ְׂמ ִסכָהha-mesillâ) = ְׂמ ִסכָה

+
+

ַַ֣ה
ַַ֣ה

3.6
Other rules
A few nouns in their singular form undergo internal changes when the definite
article is prefixed to them. Common ones are the following:

’( אֶ ֶרץerets)
( הַ רhar)
‘( עַםam)
( גַןgan)
( פַרpar)
( חַ גchag)
’( אֲרֹוןarôn)
4.0

=
=
=
=
=
=
=

(הָ אָ ֶרץhā-’ārets) the earth
( הָ הָ רhā-hār) the mountain
( הָ עָםhā-‘ām) the people
( הַ גָןhag-gān) the garden
( הַ פָרhap-pār) the bull
( הֶ חָ גhe-chāg) the festival
( הָ אָ רֹוןhā-’arôn) the ark

CONCLUSION

This unit has shown the different uses of definite article in Hebrew. The student should
pay particular attention to guttural letters, which exhibits most of the variant usages.
However the regular prefix of hey plus patach and forte remains the regular form of
Hebrew definite article.
5.0

SUMMARY PAGE

The table below summarizes the study on definite articles:
S/N

Before

1

All nongutturals

2

ח,ַ֣ה

Hebrew
Form

Without
Definite
Article

With
Definite
Article

ַֻ֣ ַה
ַַ֣ה

לַ יְׂ לָה
חֹ ׁשֶ ְך

הַ כַ יְׂ לָה
הַ חֹ ׁשֶ ְך
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הָ ִאיׁש
הֶ הָ ִרים
הַ יְׂ ל ִָדים

ַָ֣ה
ֶַ֣ה
ַַ֣ה

ִאיׁש
הָ ִרים
יְׂ ל ִָדים

3

אַ֣,עַ֣,ר
הָ ַ֣,חָ ַ֣ ַָ֣ ,ע
יְׂ ְַַׂ֣֣ ,מ

4
5

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

6.0

Prefix the definite article to the following words and transliterate them.



יֹום
בַ יִ ת
גַן
אֹור
אָ דָ ם
עָׁשָ ן

3.
6.
9.
12.
15.
18.

לַַ֣יְׂ לָה
ָעפָר
עִ ם
בְׂ ִרית
הֵ יכָל
הַ ר
ׁשָ לֹום

2.
5.
8.
11.
14.
17.
20.

מֶ לֶך
חֹ ׁשֶ ְך
ִאשָ ה
ר ֹאׁש
עִ יר
יָד
חֶ ֶרב

1.
4.
7.
10.
13.
16.
19.

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS

7.0

Complete the writing of the definite article with the following nouns:

הבַ יִת

3.

ה ָענָן

2.

האֶ ֶרץ

1.

הׁשָ נָה

6.

ההַ ר

5.

היֹום

4.

האֲדָ מָ ה

9.

האֱֹלהִ ים

8.

הצ ֹאן

7.

היֹום

12.

הבְׂ ִרית

11.

האֹ הֶ ל

10.

העֵת

15.

הׁשָ לֹום

14.

העַם

13.

הר ֹאׁש

18.

הלֵב

17.

החָ ג

16.

העִ יר

20.

היְׂ אֹ ר

19.

VOCABULARY
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8.0

( ֶמלְֶךmelek) King
2. ’( אֹורôr) Light
3. ’( אֶ ֶרץerets) Earth
4. עפָר
ָ (‘āfār), Dust
5. ( בַ יִ תbayit),ַ֣ House
6. ‘( עִ ירîr), City
7. ( יֹוםyôm), Day
8. ( יָדyād), Hand
9. ( פְׂ ִריperî), Fruit
10. ( בֹ קֶ רbōqer), Morning
1.

9.0

’( אָ דָ םādām), Humankind,
12. ( חֹ ׁשֶ ְךchōshek), Darkness
13. ’( אֲדָ מָ הadāmāh), Ground
14. ’( אֱֹלהִ יםelōhîm), God
15. ( ראֹ ׁשr’ōsh), Head
16. ( לַַ֣יְׂ לָהlayelāh), Night
17. ( חַ גchag), Feast, festival
18. ( בֵ יןbên)Between
19. ( עֶַ֣ ֶרבerev) Evening
20. ( מָ קֹוםmāqôm) Place
11.
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PREPOSITIONS AND VAV CONJUNCTION
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INTRODUCTION

A preposition is a word or group of words (e.g. in, from, to, out of, on behalf of, etc)
often placed before a noun or pronoun to indicate place, direction, source, method, etc.
The vav is a conjunctive word translated as „and‟ in English. The vav conjunction,
inseparable prepositions and min function as a prefix to Hebrew words just like the
definite article. Sometimes the vowel under them changes, depending on the consonant
that appears at the beginning of the word. The Vav conjunction is pointed like the
inseparable prepositions with few exceptions.
2.0

OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
1. Understand the basic grammar of the preposition and Vav conjunction in
Biblical Hebrew
2. Begin identifying various prepositional phrases and constructions in the
Scriptures.
3.0

MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Inseparable Prepositions

In Hebrew, few prepositions are inseparable and are prefixed to nouns, like the
definite article. Others are independent and function more like English
prepositions.
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The inseparable prepositions in Hebrew are:

ְַׂ֣ב
ְַׂ֣ך
ְַׂ֣ל

in, by, with (i.e.  בplus a sheva ְַׂ֣) א
as, like, according to (i.e.  ךplus a sheva ְַׂ֣)א
to, for, at (i.e.  לplus a sheva ְַׂ֣)א

Note:
i. The usual pointing of the inseparable prepositions before consonants that have
full vowels is with a simple sheva. As in:

 בְׂ מֶ לְֶךbemelekh
as a king  ךְׂ מֶ לְֶךkemelekh
to a king  לְׂ מֶ לְֶךlemelekh

in a king

מֶ לְֶך
מֶ לְֶך
מֶ לְֶך

=
=
=

+
+
+

ְַׂ֣ב
ְַׂ֣ך
ְַׂ֣ל

ii. Before consonants having a simple sheva, the inseparable preposition is pointed
with a chireq. As in:

 בִ בְׂ ִריתbiv-rîth =  בְׂ ִרת+ ְַׂ֣ב
as a covenant  ךִ בְׂ ִריתkiv-rîth =  בְׂ ִרת+
ְַׂ֣ך
to a covenant  לִ בְׂ ִריתliv-rîth =  בְׂ ִרת+
ְַׂ֣ל
Before a consonantal yod with a simple sheva () ְַׂ֣י, the inseparable preposition is
in a covenant

iii.

pointed with a chireq. Then the chireq combines with the yod to form a chireqyod. This causes the yod to lose its consonantal value, and the sheva under it
drops out. As in:

 בִ יהודָ הbîhûdāh
as Judah  ךִ יהודָ הkîhûdāh
to Judah  לִ יהודָ הlîhûdāh
in Judah

iv. Before a guttural with a compound sheva (א
ֳַ֣ ַ֣ ,ַ֣

=
=
=

 ַ֣ ֱא,ַ֣ ) ֲא,

יְׂ הודָ ה
יְׂ הודָ ה
יְׂ הודָ ה

+
+
+

ְַׂ֣ב
ְַׂ֣ך
ְַׂ֣ל

the inseparable

preposition is pointed with the corresponding short vowel. As in:

 בַ א ֲִריba’arî ַַַ֣֣֣= א ֲִרי
as a lion ךא ֲִרי
ַ ka’arî ַַַ֣֣֣= א ֲִרי
to a lion לא ֲִרי
ַ la’arî ַַַ֣֣֣= א ֲִרי
in a lion
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+
+
+

ְַׂ֣ב
ְַׂ֣ך
ְַׂ֣ל

v. Occasionally before an ’alef ( )אthat has a chatef-segol (א
ֱַ֣ ), the preposition
receives a tsere, the chatef-segol drops, while the  אquiesces or becomes silent.
As in:ַַ֣֣

 בֵ אֹלהִ יםbē’lôhîm
as God  ךֵאֹלהִ יםkē’lôhîm
to God  לֵאֹלהִ יםlē’lôhîm

in God

אֱֹלהִ ים
אֱֹלהִ ים
אֱֹלהִ ים

=
=
=

+
+
+

ְַׂ֣ב
ְַׂ֣ך
ְַׂ֣ל

 הof the article drops out, and the preposition
receives the vowel pointing under  הAs in:
in the man  בָ ִאיׁשbā-’îsh =  הָ ִאיׁש+
ְַׂ֣ב
as the man  בָ ִאיׁשkā-’îsh =  הָ ִאיׁש+
ְַׂ֣ך
to the man  בָ ִאיׁשlā-’îsh =  הָ ִאיׁש+
ְַׂ֣ל

vi. Before a definite article, the

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

 בַ בַ יִתbab-bayit
as the house  ךַבַ יִתkab-bayit
to the house  לַבַ יִ תlab-bayit

in the house

=
=
=

הַ בַ יִ ת
הַ בַ יִ ת
הַ בַ יִ ת

+
+
+

ְַׂ֣ב
ְַׂ֣ך
ְַׂ֣ל

vii. Sometimes immediately before the tone-syllable (accented syllable) the
inseparable preposition assumes the vowel qamets (א
ַָ֣ ). As in:

 בָ מָ יִ םbāmāyim ַַַ֣֣֣= מַ יִ ם
as waters  ךָמָ יִ םkāmāyim ַַַ֣֣֣= מַ יִ ם
to waters  לָמָ יִ םlāmāyim ַַַ֣֣֣= מַ יִ ם

in waters

3.2

+
+
+

ְַׂ֣ב
ְַׂ֣ך
ְַׂ֣ל

The preposition ( ִמןmin), from, out of

The preposition ( ִמןmin) can perform a dual role, namely: (a) when it is prefixed
to a word that has not the definite article. It becomes inseparable, but (b) it is
somehow separable with a maqqef if it has a definite article.
Note:
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i.

When the preposition  ִמןis before ordinary letters (i.e. excluding gutturals

אהחע

and

 )רthe vowelless  נis assimilated and the following letter is

doubled by daghes forte as compensation. As in:

 ִמדָ וִ דmid-dāvid ַַַ֣֣֣= דָ וִ ד
from a day  ִמטֹוםmiy-yôm ַַַ֣֣֣=
יֹום
from a king  ִמלֶ לְֶךmim-melekh ַַַ֣֣֣= מֶ לְֶך
from David

ii.

Before gutturals or

+
+
+

ִמן
ִמן
ִמן

ר, the preceding chireq under  מlengthens to tsere. As

in:

 מֵ אָ דָ םmē’ādām ַַַ֣֣֣=  אָ דָ ם+ ִמן
from a man  מֵ ִאיׁשmē’îsh ַַַ֣֣֣=
 ִאיׁש+ ִמן
from a mountain  מֵ הַ רmēhar ַַַ֣֣֣=
 הַ ר+ ִמן
Before a yod pointed with a simple sheva ( )ְַׂ֣יthe preposition contracts to
 ִמי. As in:
from Judah  ִמיהודָ הmîhûdāh ַַַ֣֣֣=
 יְׂ הודָ ה+ ִמן
from Jerusalem  ִמירוׁשָ לַיִ םmîrûshālayim ַַַ֣֣֣=
 יְׂ רוׁשָ לַיִם+ ִמן
from a human-kind

iii.

iv.

Before the definite article, the preposition may remain separated by a
maqqef. As in:

 ִמןֽהַ לֶ לֶךmin-ham-melekh ַַַ֣֣֣=
from the house  ִמןֽהַ בַ יִ תmin-hab-bayit ַַַ֣֣֣=

from the king

הַ לֶ לְֶך
הַ בַ יִת

+
+

ִמן
ִמן

Or the preposition becomes inseparable. As in:

 ִמןbefore  הַ לֶ לְֶךbecomes  ֵַּ֣מהַ לֶ ֶַ֣לְך, from the king
 ִמןbefore  הַ בַ יִ תbecomes  ֵַּ֣מהַ בַ יִתfrom the house
3.3

Unattached or Independent Prepositions

Unattached or Independent prepositions more or less function like the English
prepositions. Some of them are:
1.

אֶ ל

To, into, toward

2.

לִ פְׂ נֵי
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before, in front of

3.
5.
7.
9.

עִ ם
בֵ ין
עַד
אֵ צֶ ל

3.4

With

4.

Between

6.

Until, unto

8.

עַל
ַ ּּתחַ ד
אַ ח ֲֵרי

upon, above, about
under, instead of
behind, after

Beside, near

The vav conjunction () ְַׂ֣ו, and

The vav conjunction () ְַׂ֣ו, is translated ‘and’. It is pointed like the inseparable
prepositions with few exceptions.
Note:
i. Ordinarily before a consonant with full vowel (except labials
pointed with a sheva () ְַׂ֣ו. As in:

פ,ַ֣מ,ַ֣ )בit is

 וְׂ סוסvesûs ַַ֣֣ ַ֣= סוס
and a human-kind  וְׂ אָ דָ םve’ādām ַַ֣֣ ַ֣=
אָ דָ ם
ii. Before a labial with a full vowel it takes the form ַ֣ וAs in:
and a between  ובֵ יןûvēn ַַ֣֣ ַ֣=
בֵ ין
and a king  ומֶ לְֶךûmelekh ַַ֣֣ ַ֣= מֶ לְֶך
and here  ופֹ הûfôh ַַ֣֣ ַ֣=
פֹ ה
iii. Before  ְַׂ֣י,ַ֣the  ְַׂ֣וcontracts with ַ֣ ְַׂ֣יto form  וִ י,ַ֣As in:
and Judah  וִ יהודָ הvîhûdāhַ֣ ַ֣= יְׂ הודָ ה
let there be  וִ יהִ יvîhîַ֣ ַ֣=
יְׂ הִ י
and a horse

+
+

+
+
+

+
+

ַַַ֣֣֣ ְׂו
ַַ֣֣ ְַׂ֣ו
ַַַ֣֣֣ ְׂו
ַַ֣֣ ְַׂ֣ו
ַַ֣֣ ְַׂ֣ו
ַַַ֣֣֣ ְׂו
ַַ֣֣ ְַׂ֣ו

iv. Before a compound sheva, it takes the corresponding short vowel. As in:

ַ֣ נִ י ַ ּו ֲאva’anîַ֣ ַ֣=  אֲנִ י+
and truth  ֶ ּואֱמֶ תve’emetַ֣ ַ֣=  אֱמֶ ת+
and sickness חלִ י
ֳַ֣  ַָּ֣וvocholîַ֣ ַ֣=  ַ֣ חֳלִ י+

ַַַ֣֣֣ ְׂו
ַַ֣֣ ְַׂ֣ו
ְַַַׂ֣֣֣ו
Before the tone-syllable (or accented syllable), the vav conjunction is often ַָ֣ו
and I

v.

,As in:

 וָלַַ֣יְׂ לָהvālayelāhַ֣ ַ֣= לַַ֣יְׂ לָה
and evil  ו ָָרעvārā‘ַ֣ ַ֣=
ָרע

and a night

4.0

CONCLUSION
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+
+

ַַַ֣֣֣ ְׂו
ַַ֣֣ ְַׂ֣ו

This unit discussed the dynamics of Hebrew prepositions and conjunctions. The
student is encouraged to practice and get acquainted with the rules governing their
usage in Hebrew Grammar.
5.0

SUMMARY

The tables below summarize our studies on prepositions and vav conjunction.

(a) Illustrative Table for Preposition ל
ְַׂ֣ ,ַ֣ ְׂך,ַ֣ ְׂב
S/N

1

All non- gutturals with full vowels

2

Consonants with simple sheva

3

yod with a simple sheva

4

A guttural with a compound sheva

5

An ’alef that has a chatef-segol
(sometimes)
A definite article

6
7
(a)

Before

Hebrew
Form

Without
Preposition

With
Preposition

 ְַׂ֣ל,ַ֣ ְׂך,ַ֣ ְׂב
 ִַ֣ל,ַ֣ ִך,ַ֣ ִב
לִ י,ַ֣ךִ י,ַ֣בִ י
 ַַ֣ל,ַַ֣ך,ַ֣ ַב
 ֵַ֣ל,ֵַ֣ך,ַ֣ ֵב

ֶמלְֶך
בְׂ ִרית
יְׂ הודָ ה
א ֲִרי
אֱֹלהִ ים

בְׂ ֶמלְֶך
בִ בְׂ ִרית
בִ יהודָ ה
בַ א ֲִרי
בֵ אֹלהִ ים

הָ ִאיׁש
ַ֫ ַמיִ ם

בָ ִאיׁש
בָ ַ֫ ָמיִ ם

ַ֣ ָל,ַָ֣ך,ַ֣ ָב
The tone-syllable (Sometimes)
 ַָ֣ל,ַָ֣ך,ַ֣ ָב
Illustrative Table for the preposition ִמן
S/N

Before

Hebrew
Form

Without
Preposition

With
Preposition

1

All nongutturals with
full vowels

ַֻ֣ ִמ

מֶ לְֶך

ִמלֶ לְֶך

Gutturals or

ֵַ֣מ

אָ דָ ם

מֵ אָ דָ ם

ִמי

יְׂ הודָ ה

ִליהודָ ה

ִֽמן

הַ בַ יִת

ִמןֽהַ בַ יִת

2

ר

3

yod with a
simple sheva

4

Definite
article

Or

Or

ֵַּ֣מ
(b)

ֵַּ֣מהַ בַ יִת

Illustrative Table for vav conjunction () ְַׂ֣ו
S/N

Before

Hebrew Form
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Without

With

1

All consonants
with full
vowels
Before labials
with full
vowels
yod with a
simple sheva
A compound
sheva
A tone-syllable

2
3
4
5
6.0

Preposition

ְַׂ֣ו

אָ דָ ם

וְׂ אָ דָ ם

ו

בֵ ין

ובֵ ין

וִ י
ַָּ֣ו,ַּ֣ ֶו,ַַַּ֣֣ו
ַָ֣ו

יְׂ הודָ ה
אֲנִ י
ַ ּליְׂ לָה

וִ יהודָ ה
ַַּ֣ואֲנִ י
ו ַ ָּליְׂ לָה

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE


Prefix the preposition
translate the same.
Example,

מֶ לְֶך

ֽ
ֽ
ֽ

1.
5.
7.0

Preposition

בַ יִ ת
מַ יִ ם

 ְַׂ֣ל,ַ֣ ְׂך,ַ֣ ְׂב, to the following words, transliterate and

 בְׂ מֶ לְֶךbemelekh, in a king
 ךְׂ מֶ לְֶךkemelekh, as a king
 לְׂ מֶ לְֶךlemelekh, to a king
2.
יְׂ הודָ ה
3.
6.
יֹום
7.

חֹ ׁשֶ ְך
אָ דָ ם

4.
8.

סוס
ר ֹאׁש

TUTOR-MARKED ASSINGMENTS

1) Translate the following words to Hebrew.
1. The man and a lion
2. Waters to waters
3. A house in Judah
4. Day and night
5. The man upon the horse
6. A covenant for the earth
7. The city and the light
8. From God and man
9. In a day
10. In the day
11. From the day
12. From the king
13. To the city
14. God as a king
15. Between the son
16. Evil and darkness
17. From the house
18. From a day
19. From a king
20. From a city
2) Translate the following phrases
1.

אָ דָ םַ֣וֵאֹלהִ ים

2.
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ׁשָ לֹוםַ֣בָ אָ ֶרץ

בַ טֹוםַ֣ובַ כַַ֣יְׂ לָה
4.
ובֵ יןַ֣הַ חֹ ׁשֶ ְך
5.
טֹובַ֣ו ָָרע
6.
יֹוםַ֣ומֵ אֶ ֶרץ
7.
ִמבֵ ןַ֣וְׂ ׁשָ לֹום
8.
בֵ יןַ֣הָ אֹור
9.
אֶ לֽיְׂ רוׁשָ לַיִם
10.
אֵ צֶ לַ֣הָ הָ ר
3) Prefix the preposition  ִמןto the following words.
3.

1.
4.
7.

בַ יִ ת
חֹ ׁשֶ ְך
ִאשָ ה

2.
5.
8.

הַ בַ יִת
יָד
הָ עִ יר

פְׂ ִרי
הַ חֹ ׁשֶ ְך
אֶ ֶרץ

3.
6.
9.

4) Put the vav conjunction to the following words, transliterate and translate
1.
4.
7.
10.

8.0

דָ בָ ר
לַַ֣יְׂ לָה
ךְׂ ביִ ת
בִ יהודָ ה

2.
5.
8.
11.

3.
6.
9.
12.

בַ דָ בָ ר
בַ יִ ת
אֱמֶ ת
לְׂ יֹום

VOCABULARY

’ ִאיׁשîsh, man
3.  בְׂ ִריתberîth, covenant
5.  יְׂ הודָ הYehûdāh, Judah
7. ’ א ֲִריarî, lion
9. ’ אֱֹלהִ יםelôhîm, God
11.  מַ יִ םmayim, water
13.  סוסSûs, horse
15.  בַ יִ תbayith, house
17. ’ אֶ לel, to, toward, into
19.  פֹ הPōh, here
21.  טֹובtôv, good
23.  יְׂ הִ יyehî, let there be
1.

9.0

בְׂ דָ בָ ר
הַ לַַ֣יְׂ לָה
ךִ בְׂ ִרית
הַ מוס

‘ עַלal, upon, above, about
4. ‘ עִ םim, with
6.  בֵ יןbên, between
8.  בֵ ןbēn, son
10. ‘ עַדad, until, unto
12.  ַ ּּתחַ תtachath, under, instead of
14. ’ אַ ח ֲִריacharî, behind, after
16. ’ אֵ צֶ לētsel, beside, near
18.  יְׂ רוׁשָ לַיִ םYerûshālayim, Jerusalem
20.  לִ פְׂ נֵיLifnê, before, in front of,
22.  ׁשָ לֹוםShālôm, peace
24.  ָרעrā‘, evil
2.
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INTRODUCTION

The Hebrew lexicon is a type of dictionary containing a list of all possible key words
in the language; it includes a definition of each word that can stand alone or be
combined with other parts to produce words. Available Hebrew lexicons include:
Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew Lexicon (BDB); Strong‟s Concordance; Cline‟s
Concise Dictionary of Classical Hebrew; etc. The student should learn to make an
analysis of every Hebrew verb forms; in this way, the use of Hebrew lexicon in
translation will be fun. This unit will discuss tips on how to use the Hebrew lexicon for
translation purposes.
2.0

OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

43





3.0

Learn how to isolate and identify all prefixes and suffixes in Hebrew verbal
forms
Reconstruct the root of a word.
Learn how to find the root form in a reliable lexicon in order to determine
its meaning.

MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Use of the Lexicon in the Location and Translation of Verbs

The following guidelines will help in the use of Hebrew lexicons for translation:
1) Identify and isolate all prefixes and suffixes (if any) on the verb form under
consideration. For example, the word:

( ְַׂ֣וׁשָ ְׂמ ָרהand she kept), has the prefix  ְַׂ֣וand the suffix ָה
If we remove the prefix and the suffix, we now have three consonants

ׁשמר

from which we can make a tentative reconstruction of the verb root. Qal,
Pi„el and Pu„aldo not carry prefixes in the perfect. The vav conjunction,
though a prefix has no consequence on the verbal form.
2) In the absence of a prefix on the perfect (excluding the vav conjuction), the
verbal form could likely be Qal, Pi„el, or Pu„al. Once it has been determined
that the form is not prefixed, the verb is considered a Qal if there is no
dagesh forte in the middle consonant. But if it does, the verb could either be
Pi„el or Pu„al. Example, the verb root:

ַ֣ ׁשלר

which has a dagesh forte in the middle letter is either a Pi„el or

Pu„al;
But the verb rootַ֣ ׁשמרwhich has no dagesh forte is a Qal.
3) Pay close attention to the prefix of different verbal stems which must be
clearly isolated in determining the root of the perfect form, namely:
1.
2.
3.
4.

ַַ֣֣ ִנ
ְַַׂ֣֣הִ ת
ַ֣ ִַ֣ה
ַ֣ ַָ֣ה

is the prefix for the Nif‟al perfect
is the prefix for the Hitpa‟el perfect
is the prefix for the Hif‟il perfect
is the prefix for the Hof‟al perfect

4) Having identified and isolated all prefixes and suffixes, you should focus on
the suffixes to determine the person, gender, and number of the form. Recall
the table of Qal suffixes here:
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3 m.s
3 f.s
2 m.s
2 f.s
1 c.s

He

ָה
ַָּ֣ת
ְַּׂ֣ת
ִּתי

She

3 c.p

You

2 m.p

You

2 f.p

I

1 c.p

ו
ּתֶ ם
ּתֶ ן
נו

They
You
You
We

5) Then reconstruct the verb root from the remaining consonants. In the
example used in 1) above, the remaining consonants are: ׁשמר.
6) Finally, use the Hebrew lexicon (e.g. BDB) to locate the verb root (e.g.

 )ׁשמרto determine its meaning. It is advisable to use the verbal root in the
3rd person masculine singular Qal perfect form: ׁשָ מַ ר.
7) Translating the sentence: הַ דָ בָ ר

 וְׂ ׁשָ ְׂמ ָרהwill be as follows:

We must note that the verb is the first word in the sentence.
Isolating the prefixed vav conjunction () ְַׂ֣ו, and the suffix ()ָה, we
are left with three consonants ׁשמר. Using the BDB to locate the
3rd person masculine singular Qal perfect form, which is
which means he kept; the suffix

 ָהis 3rd person feminie singular,

 ְַׂ֣וis a conjunction. So the full meaning of
 וְׂ ׁשָ ְׂמ ָרה הַ דָ בָ רis “and she kept the word”.
while

4.0

ׁשָ מַ ר,

the sentence

CONCLUSION
The units discussed the importance of Hebrew lexicon in the work of identifying,
isolating and determining the meaning of a word in Hebrew. A good understanding
of the Hebrew verbal forms will facilitate an effective usge of the lexicon in the
work of translation of Hebrew texts.

5.0

SUMMARY
This unit has shown that the first step in translating a word using Hebrew lexicon is
to identify and isolate all prefixes and suffixes. The remaining consonants, which is
usually two or three in number is regarded as the root word. It is this form that is
looked up in the lexicon, paying attention to the gender, number and person of the
suffixes.
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6.0

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
 Discuss the steps to the location and translation of verbs with the Hebrew
lexicon.

7.0

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1) Identify the three root consonants in the following perfercts:
1.
3.
5.
7.
9.

8.0

ָּשֻׁ מַּ ְר ָּת
4. ְמשַּ לְ תֶּ ם
6. שלָּה
ְ ָּמ
8. פָקַ ְׂד ִּתי
10. וְׂ מָ לַך
2.

VOCABULARY

הָ לְַך
דָ ַרׁש
גָבַ ר
ָגנַב
בָ חַ ן
9.0

ִה ְמ ִשילּו
נִ ְש ְברּו
קָּ דַּ ְשנּו
ךְׂ תַ בְׂ ּתֶ ם
וְׂ לָקַ חְׂ ּתֶ ם

He went, walked
He sought, inquired
He was strong, mighty, he
prevailed
He stole
He tested, tried, examined

בָ עַר
בָ לַל
אָ כַל
בָ חַ ר
בָ טַ ח

He (it) burned
He mixed, confounded
He ate
He chose
He trusted
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INTRODUCTION

Inflection is a change in the form of a word (typically the ending) to express a
grammatical function or attribute such as tense, mood and person. In Hebrew verbs,
there are two main inflections: Perfect and Imperfect. Perfect inflection is used to
reflect a completed action, which is somehow similar to simple past tense in English
grammar. While imperfect inflection reflects an incomplete action, otherwise future or
continuing tense in English. This unit will focus on qal perfect inflection.
2.0

OBJECTIVE

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:
 Understand the basic grammar of the qal verbal stem in expressing a simple
past or completed action.
3.0
MAIN CONTENT
3.1
The Qal Perfect Inflection (Regular verbs)
Example 1

Singular
Person Hebrew

3 m.s
3 f.s
2 m.s
2 f.s
1 c.s

ךָתַ ב
ך ְָׂתבָ ה
ךָתַ בְׂ ַָּ֣ת
ְַׂ֣ךָתַ בְׂ ּת
ךָתַ בְׂ ִּתי

English

Plural
Person Hebrew

He wrote
She wrote

3 c.p

You wrote

2 m.p

You wrote

2 f.p

I wrote

1 c.p

ך ְָׂתבו
ךְׂ תַ בְׂ ּתֶ ם
ךְׂ תַ בְׂ ּתֶ ן
ךָתַ בְׂ נו

English

They wrote
You wrote
You wrote
We wrote

Example 2
Singular
Person Hebrew
English

3 m.s
3 f.s
2 m.s

ׁשָ מַ ר
ׁשָ ְׂמ ָרה
ׁשָ מַ ְׂר ַָּ֣ת

Plural
Person Hebrew
English

He kept
She kept

3 c.p

You kept

2 m.p
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ׁשָ ְׂמרו
ְׁׂשמַ ְׂרּתֶ ם

They kept
You kept

2 f.s
1 c.s

ׁשָ מַ ְׂר ְַּׂ֣ת
רּתי
ִ ַׁשָ מ

You kept

2 f.p

I kept

1 c.p

ְׁׂשמַ ְׂרּתֶ ן
ׁשָ מַ ְׂרנו

You kept
We kept

Note:
i. The suffixes for the Qal perfect are as follows:
3 m.s
3 f.s
2 m.s
2 f.s
1 c.s

He

ָה
ַָּ֣ת
ְַּׂ֣ת
ִּתי

She

3 c.p

You

2 m.p

You

2 f.p

I

1 c.p

ו
ּתֶ ם
ּתֶ ן
נו

They
You
You
We

The abbreviations ‘c’ indicates a common gender, one that covers both masculine
and feminine subjects; ‘ms’ = masculine singular; ‘fs’ = feminine singular; ‘mp’ =
masculine plural; ‘fp’ = feminine singular. The number ‘3’, ‘2’, ‘1’ indicate whether
it is third, second or first persons.
ii. The standard table of Hebrew verbs usually begins with the 3ms (as

ךָתַ ב,

)ׁשָ מַ ר, since this is the simplest form of the verb and conveniently serves as
the basis for others.
iii. The persons of the perfect are formed by taking the stem of the verb (3ms)

ךָתַ ב, or כתב( ׁשָ מַ ר, )ׁשמר, and appending the suffixes to denote the person,
gender and number.
iv. Note the changes of pointing as the inflection progresses from 3ms to other
forms.
v. There is agreement in person, gender, and number between Hebrew verbs
and their subjects.
4.0

CONCLUSION

This unit discussed the qal perfect inflection of the strong or regular verbs. The
suffixes for qal perfect represent the letters attached at the end of verb-stems that
expresses different grammatical function in terms of gender and number. The student
should study carefully the suffixes, which maintains the same order in all regular
verbs.
5.0

SUMMARY

The table below reviews the full qal perfection of full verbs in Hebrew:
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3 m.s
3 f.s
2 m.s
2 f.s
1 c.s

6.0

He

ָה
ַָּ֣ת
ְַּׂ֣ת
ִּתי

ו

3 c.p

She
You

2 m.p

You

2 f.p

I

1 c.p

ּתֶ ם
ּתֶ ן
נו

They
You
You
We

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES


Write the Qal Perfect Inflection of ׁשָ כַב, he lay down;  מָ לְַךhe reigned;
and  ָנפַל, he fell.

7.0

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
1. Translate the following words to Hebrew:
1. He created the man

2. You ate the fruit

3. I revived the son

4. We will write the book

5. She will remember the king
and the horse.
7. They (m) will rule the earth

6. They knew the city and Judah

9. We ruled for Jerusalem

10. They (f) sent the son to the house.

8. You will rule in the earth

2. Give a rough translation of the following in English
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

(ַ֣בָ ָראַ֣אֱֹלהִ יםַ֣אֵ תַ֣הַ שָ מַ יִ םGen.1:1)
( וְׂ לַחֹ ׁשֶ ְךַ֣קָ ָראַ֣לַַ֣יְׂ לָהGen.1:5)
( אֱֹלהִ יםַ֣נָפְׂ לָהַ֣ ִמןֽהַ שָ מַ יִ םJob 1:16)
( ׁשָ ְׂמרוַ֣בְׂ ִריתַ֣אֱֹלהִ יםPs.78:10)
( הָ עָםַ֣אָ ְׂמרוַ֣אָ מֵ ןDeut (27:15)
( וְׂ הָ אָ דָ םַ֣יָדַ עGen.4:1)

(*Note: Do the translation first before checking it out from the Bible
passage in the parenthesis)
8.0

VOCABULARY
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

9.0

 מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled
 חָ יָהhe, it lived
 קָ וָהhe waited, hoped
 ׁשָ מַ רhe kept
 אָ כַלhe ate

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

הָ יָה
צָ וָה
ָרוַה
ךָתַ ב
אָ מַ ר

he, it was
he commanded
he revived, was refreshed
he wrote
he said
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9.0
1.0

INTRODUCTION

We have noted earlier that Perfect inflection is used to reflect a completed action,
which is somehow similar to simple past tense in English grammar; while Imperfect
inflection reflects an incomplete action, otherwise future or continuing tense in
English. This unit will focus on Qal Imperfect inflection. One of the distinguishing
marks of the Imperfect Inflection is the use of prefixes, which is not common with
Perfects, which uses more of suffixes.
2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
 Identify and isolate prefixes and suffixes from Hebrew imperfect verbs
 Distinguish between perfect and imperfect verbs.
 Understand the function of imperfect verb inflections in Hebrew.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Qal Imperfect Inflection
Our basis for the formation of Qal Imperfect Inflection is the use of Qal Perfect
inflection form in the third person singular masculine verbal form. Example: ךתַ ב
ַָ֣
(He wrote). This implies that Qal imperfect will be formed using the similar word in
the perfect. ךָתַ ב
The table below shows the prefixes and suffixes in the Qal imperfect of the regular or
strong verb
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Example 1:

( ךָתַ בhe wrote)

Singular
Person Hebrew
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

יִ כְׂ ּתֹ ב
ִּתכְׂ ּתֹ ב
ִּתכְׂ ּתֹ ב
ִתכְׂ ְּׂתבִ י
אֶ כְׂ ּתֹ ב

English

Plural
Person

He shall write

3 mp

She shall write

3 fp

You shall write

2 mp

You (f) shall write

2 fp

I shall write

1 cp

Hebrew

English

יִ כְׂ ְּׂתבו
ִּתכְׂ ּתֹ בְׂ נָה
ִּתכְׂ ְּׂתבו
ִּתכְׂ ּתֹ בְׂ נָה
נִ כְׂ ּתֹ ב

They shall write
They (f) shall write

You shall write
You (f) shall write
We shall write

Example 2: לך
ַַ֣ ָ( מhe reigned)
Singular
Person Hebrew

יִ ְׂמֹלך

3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

ִּת ְׂמֹלך
ִּת ְׂמֹלך
ִּת ְׂמלְׂ כִ י
אֶ ְׂמֹלך

English

Plural
Person Hebrew

He shall reign

3 mp

She shall reign

3 fp

You (m) shall reign

2 mp

You (f) shall reign

2 fp

I shal reign

1 cp

יִ ְׂמלְׂ כו
ִּת ְׂמֹלכְׂ נָה
ִּת ְׂמלְׂ כו
ִּת ְׂמֹלכְׂ נָה
נִ ְׂמֹלך

English
They (m) shall
reign
They (f) shall reign
You (m) shall reign
You (f) shall reign
We shall reign

3.2 Important features to note
1)
2)
3)

4)

The singular prefixes for Qal imperfect are yod, three tavs, and „alef
The plural prefixes are yod, three tavs, and nun.
The vowel hireq appears in all the prefixes except in the „alef of
(1 cs), because „alef is a guttural that requires a segol rather than a
hireq.
There is only one suffix in the singular, which is hireq-yod ( )ִיfound
in the second person feminine singular.

5)

The plural inflections have suffixes in the first four forms namely: ו,

נָה, ו, נָה. The first person common plural form (1 cp) has no suffix.
6)

The forms for the third person feminine singular and the second
person masculine singular are identical. The same is true for the third
person feminine plural and the second person feminine plural. The
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context will almost always determine how to distinguish between
these identical forms.
4.0

CONCLUSION

This unit has shown that Qal Imperfect inflection is mainly used to express a simple
future action or an action which has not been completed or has been repeated. This
early understanding of the Qal imperfect is preparatory to understanding other
meanings of the imperfect verbs in Hebrew, which the student will be acquainted with
in due course.
5.0

SUMMARY

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Qal Imperfect inflection of
Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below:
Singular

_ _ _ ִַ֣י
_ _ _ ִַּ֣ת
_ _ _ ִַּ֣ת
ּתִַ֣ _ _ִי
_ _ _ ֶַ֣א

3ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs
6.0

Plural
3 mp
3fp
2 mp
2 fp
1 cp

ִַ֣י _ _ _ ו
ּתִַ֣ _ _ _ נָה
ּתִַ֣ _ _ _ ו
ּתִַ֣ _ _ _ נָה
_ _ _ ִַ֣נ

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES
 Without looking at the examples in the study manual, write the full Qal
Imperfect inflection of ( ךָתַ בhe wrote), and ( מָ לְַךhe reigned), translating each
of the forms.

7.0

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS

Inflect and translate the following strong verbs to full Qal Imperfect inflection:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

 ַ֣ ָזכַרhe remembered
 ַׁ֣שָ מַ לhe kept
 ַׁ֣שָ פַטhe judged
 ַׁ֣שָ בַ תhe rested
 ַ֣מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled
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8.0

VOCABULARY

גָאַ ל
גֹואֵ ל
גָבַ ה
גָבַ ר
גָדַ ע
9.0

Redeemer

ָגלָה
גָמַ ל

He was high, proud

ג ַָרע

He redeemed

He was strong, mighty, he
prevailed
He hewed down

He uncovered, revealed
He dealt
repaid

generously with,

He diminished,
withdrew

restrained,

ג ַָרׁש

He drove out, cast out

גָעַ ר

He rebuked
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INTRODUCTION

The different verbal stems in Hebrew represent the different tenses, moods and
expressions found in the language or the functions performed by Hebrew verbs, which
do not exactly follow the pattern of English verbal inflections. Recall the study on the
study of general characteristics of Hebrew verbs. The verbal stems are Qal, Nif„al,
Pi„el, Pu„al, Hitpa„el, Hif„il, and Hof„al. Earlier, we studied the verb: Qal, which
forms the basis for the inflection of other verb stems. This unit will study Nif„al, Pi„el,
Pu„al Hitpa„el, Hif„il, and Hof„al verbs stems. The key to mastering all other
inflections of Hebrew verbs is mastering the Qal perfect inflection of the strong verb.
2.0

OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:
 Translate the perfect forms of Nif„al, Pi„el, and Pu„al verbs.
 Translate the perfect forms of Hitpa„el, Hif„il, and Hof„al verbs stems.
 Identify the functions of these verb stems
3.0

MAIN CONTENT
3.1

Nif„al Perfect Inflection
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The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Nif„al perfect inflections of
Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below:

ַ֣Nif„al Perfect Inflection נִ פְׂ עַל
Qal perfect form ( מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled)
Singular
Person Hebrew
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

נִ ְׂמׁשַ ל
נִ ְׂמ ְׁׂשלָה
נִ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ ַָּ֣ת
ְַׂ֣נִ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ ּת
נִ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ ִּתי

Plural

English

Person Hebrew

He was ruled

3 cp

נִ ְׂמ ְׁׂשלו

English
They were ruled

She was ruled
You were ruled

2 mp

You were ruled

2 fp

I was ruled

1 cp

נִ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ ּתֶ ם
נִ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ ּתֶ ן
נִ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ נו

You were ruled
You were ruled
We were ruled

Note:
1) The Nif„al functions as the simple passive, in contrast to Qal, which
functions as the simple active.
2) The Nif„al perfect third masculine singular form has the same vowels as
found in the name of the stem () נִ ְׂמׁשַ ל – נִ פְׂ עַל.
3) The prefix

נ

syllable (e.g.

combines with the first root consonant to form a closed

)נִ ְַׂ֣מ

and this continues unchanged throughout the Nif„al

perfect inflection of מָ ׁשַ ל
4) In all respects Nif„al forms are identical to Qal perfect forms.
3.2
Pi„el Perfect Inflection
The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Pi„el perfect inflections of
Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below:
Pi„el Perfect Inflection

פִ עֵל

Qal perfect form ( מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled)
Singular
Person Hebrew English
3 ms
3 fs

ִמשֵ ל
ִמ ְׂשלָה

Plural
Person Hebrew
English

He ruled (with force)

3 cp

She ruled (with force)
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ִמ ְׂשלו

They ruled (with force)

2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

ִַ֣משַ לְׂ ָּת
ְִַׂ֣משַ לְׂ ּת
ִמשַ לְׂ ִּתי

You ruled (with force)

2 mp

You ruled (with force)

2 fp

ruled (with force)

1 cp

ִמשַ לְׂ ּתֶ ם
ִמשַ לְׂ ּתֶ ן
ִמשַ לְׂ נו

You ruled (with force)
You ruled (with force)
We ruled (with force)

Note:
1) Pi„el is an intensive active stem, which is causative in nature (e.g.

 ִמשֵ לhe

ruled with force).
2) The middle consonant of the verb root is doubled as in  ִמשֵ ל.
3) Shares the doubling of middle consonant in common with Pu„al and
Hitpa„el.
4) Pi„el has no prefix in the perfect, just like Qal and Pu„al.
3.3
Pu„al Perfect Inflection
The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Pu„al perfect inflection of
Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below:
Pu„al Perfect Inflection

ַֺ֣פ ַַ֣על

Qal perfect form ( מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled)
Singular
Person Hebrew English
3 ms

מֺשַ ל

3 fs
2 ms

מ ְֺׂשלָה
מֺשַ לְׂ ַָּ֣ת

2 fs

ְַׂ֣מֺשַ לְׂ ּת

1 cs

מֺשַ לְׂ ִּתי

Plural
Person Hebrew
English
3 cp

מ ְֺׂשלו

You were ruled (with
force)

2 mp

מֺשַ לְׂ ּתֶ ם

You were ruled (with
force)

2 fp

מֺשַ לְׂ ּתֶ ן

I was ruled (with force)

1 cp

מֺשַ לְׂ נו

He was ruled (with force)

They were ruled (with
force)

She was ruled (with force)
You were ruled (with
force)
You were ruled (with
force)
We were ruled (with
force)

Note:
1) Pu„al is the intensive passive of Pi„el.
2) It has no prefix in the perfect.
3) Qibbuts appears under the first root consonant in all forms of the Pu„al
perfect.
4) The middle root consonant is doubled as in מֺשַ ל
5) Pu„al perfect is patterned after the Qal perfect
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3.4
Hitpa„el Perfect Inflection
The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hitpa„el perfect inflection
of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below:
Hitpa„el Perfect Inflection

הִ ְׂת ַפעֵל

Qal perfect form מׁשַ ל
ַָ֣ (he ruled)
Singular
Person Hebrew
English
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

הִ ְׂתמַ שֵ ל
הִ ְׂתמַ ְׂשלָה
הִ ְׂתמַ שַ לְׂ ַָּ֣ת
ְַׂ֣הִ ְׂתמַ שַ לְׂ ּת
הִ ְׂתמַ שַ לְׂ ִּתי

Plural
Person Hebrew
English

He ruled himself

3 cp

הִ ְׂתמַ ְׂשלו

They ruled themselves

She ruled herself
You ruled yourself

2 mp

You ruled yourself

2 fp

ruled myself

1 cp

הִ ְׂתמַ שַ לְׂ ּתֶ ם
הִ ְׂתמַ שַ לְׂ ּתֶ ן
הִ ְׂתמַ שַ לְׂ נו

You ruled yorself
You ruled yourself
We ruled ourselves

Note:
1) Hitpa„el verb forms normally express a reflexive action, that is an action
performed by the subject upon himself/herself.
2) All Hitpa„el perfect froms are prefixed with
syllable.

ְַׂ֣הִ ת

which is a closed

3) The patach under the first root consonant of the third masculine singular
form is continued in all other forms of the Hitpa„el.
4) The middle root consonant is doubled in all Hitpa„el forms.
3.5
Hif„il Perfect Inflection
The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hif„il perfect inflection of
Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below:
Hif„il Perfect Inflection

הִ פְׂ עִ יל

Qal perfect form ( מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled)
Singular
Person Hebrew
English
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms

הִ ְׂמ ִׁשיל
הִ ְׂמ ִׁשילָה
הִ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ ַָּ֣ת

Person Hebrew

He caused to rule

Plural
English

3 cp

הִ ְׂמׁשַ ילו

2 mp

הִ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ ּתֶ ם

They caused to rule

She caused to rule
You caused to rule
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You caused to rule

2 fs
1 cs

ְַׂ֣הִ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ ּת
הִ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ ִּתי

You caused to rule

2 fp

I caused to rule

1 cp

הִ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ ּתֶ ן
הִ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ נו

You caused to rule
We caused to rule

Note:
1) Hif„il verbs normally serve as the causative active of the Qal.
2) The Hif„il stem is prefixed with ה
ִַ֣ throughout the perfect inflection.
3) Hif„il perfects are patterned after Qal perfects
3.6
Hof„al Perfect Inflection
The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hof„al perfect inflection of
Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below:
Hof„al Perfect Inflection

ַָ֣הפְׂ ַַ֣על

Qal perfect form ( מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled)
Singular
Person Hebrew
English
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

הָ ְׂמׁשַ ל
הָ ְׂמ ְׁׂשלָה
הָ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ ַָּ֣ת
ְַׂ֣הָ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ ּת
הָ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ ִּתי

Plural
Person Hebrew
English
3 cp

He was caused to rule

הָ ְׂמ ְׁׂשלו

They were caused to rule

She was caused to rule
You were caused to rule

2 mp

You were caused to rule

2 fp

I was caused to rule

1 cp

הָ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ ּתֶ ם
הָ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ ּתֶ ן
הָ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ נו

You were caused to rule
You were caused to rule
We were caused to rule

Note:
1) Hof„al is the passive of Hif„il .
2) All Hof„al perfects are prefixed with ה
ַָ֣
3) In all other respects, Hof„al perfects are patterned after Qal
perfects.
4.0

CONCLUSION

This unit discussed other Hebrew perfect stems apart from Qal, namely: Nif„al, Pi„el
and Pu„al, Hitpa„el, Hif„il and Hof„al. Whereas Nif„al functions as a simple passive,
Pi„el and Pu„al function as intensive active, and intensive passive respectively.
Hitpa„el functions as a reflexive action, Hif„il function as causative active, while
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Hof„al functions as causative passive. The basis for forming the perfect inflection of
the remaining verb stems is the Qal perfect third person masculine singular.
5.0

SUMMARY

The tables below summarize our study of Nif„al, Pi„el, Pu„al, Hitpa„el, Hif„il and
Hof„al perfect verbs. Please note the prefixes and suffixes:

Person
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

Person
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

Person
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

1) Nifal Perfect Inflection נִ פְׂ עַל
Singular
Plural
Hebrew
Person Hebrew
3 cp

_ _ _ ִַ֣נ
ִַ֣נ _ _ ָה
ִַ֣נ _ _ _ ַָּ֣ת
ְִַַׂ֣֣נ _ _ _ ּת
ִַ֣נ _ _ _ ִּתי

ִַ֣נ _ _ _ ו

2 mp
2 fp
1 cp

2) Pi„el Perfect Inflection פִ עֵל
Singular
Hebrew

ִַ֣נ _ _ _ ּתֶ ם
ִַ֣נ _ _ _ ּתֶ ן
ִַ֣נ _ _ _ נו
Plural

Person Hebrew
3 cp

___
_ _ ָה
_ _ _ ַָּ֣ת
ְַׂ֣_ _ _ ּת
_ _ _ ִּתי

2 mp
2 fp
1 cp

___ו

_ _ _ ּתֶ ם
_ _ _ ּתֶ ן
_ _ _ נו

3) Pu„al Perfect Inflection Inflection פעַל
ֺ
Singular
Plural
Hebrew
Person Hebrew
3 cp

___ו

___
_ _ ָה
_ _ _ ַָּ֣ת
ְַׂ֣_ _ _ ּת
_ _ _ ִּתי

2 mp
2 fp
1 cp
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_ _ _ ּתֶ ם
_ _ _ ּתֶ ן
_ _ _ נו

Person
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

Person
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

4) Hitpa„el Perfect Inflection פעֵל
ַ הִ ְׂת
Singular
Plural
Hebrew
Person Hebrew
3 cp

_ _ _ ְַׂ֣הִ ת
הִ תְַׂ֣ _ _ ָה
הִ תְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ַָּ֣ת
ְַׂ֣הִ תְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ּת
הִ תְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ִּתי

הִ תְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ו

2 mp
2 fp
1 cp

5) Hif„il Perfect Inflection הִ פְׂ עִ יל
Singular
Plural
Hebrew
Person Hebrew
3 cp

_ _ _ ִַ֣ה
ִַ֣ה _ _ ָה
ִַ֣ה _ _ _ ַָּ֣ת
ְִַַׂ֣֣ה _ _ _ ּת
ִַ֣ה _ _ _ ִּתי

ִַ֣ה _ _ _ ו

2 mp
2 fp
1 cp

6) Hof„al Perfect Inflection הָ פְׂ עַל
Singular
Person
Hebrew
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs
6.0

הִ תְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ּתֶ ם
הִ תְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ּתֶ ן
הִ תְַׂ֣ _ _ _ נו

ִַ֣ה _ _ _ ּתֶ ם
ִַ֣ה _ _ _ ּתֶ ן
ִַ֣ה _ _ _ נו
Plural

Person Hebrew
3 cp

_ _ _ ַָ֣ה
ַָ֣ה _ _ ָה
ַָ֣ה _ _ _ ַָּ֣ת
ְַַָׂ֣֣ה _ _ _ ּת
ַָ֣ה _ _ _ ִּתי

ַָ֣ה _ _ _ ו

2 mp
2 fp
1 cp

ַָ֣ה _ _ _ ּתֶ ם
ַָ֣ה _ _ _ ּתֶ ן
ַָ֣ה _ _ _ נו

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES
 Write the full perfect inflection of the verb מָ ׁשַ ל, (he ruled), in each of the
following stems, indicating the person, gender, and number of form, without
looking at the example in the manual.
(1) Nif„al

7.0

(2) Pi„el

(3) Pu„al

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
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(4) Hitpa„el

(5) Hif„il

(6) Hof„al

a)

Indicate the stem to which each of the following perfect belongs.

Example:
1)
3)
5)
7)
9)
b)

1)
3)
5)
7)
9)

ִה

___________
___________
___________
___________
___________

נִ ְׂמ ְׁׂשלו
ׁשָ מַ עְׂ ִּתי
נִ כְׂ ַרת
לִ לַ ְׂד ַָּ֣ת
קִ דַ ְׁׂש ִּתי
ִדבְׂ רו

-

מׁשל

___________
___________
___________
___________
___________

לֺקַ ח
4) נִ ְׂמך ְַׂרנו
6) ספַלְׂ ּתֶ ם
ֺ
8) נִ ְׂס ִּת ָרה
10) גִ ְׂדלָה
2)

___________
___________
___________
___________
___________

VOCABULARY

הָ לַל
הֵ לָ ה,ַ֣הֵ ם
הֵ נָה,ַ֣הֵ ן
הָ מָ ה
הָ מֹון
ָגלָה
גֹולָה
גַל
ָגלַל
גִ כולִ ים
9.0

2) כְׂ ׁשַ לְׂ ּתֵ ם
4) נִ ְׂמך ְַׂרנו
6) ספַלְׂ ּתֶ ם
ֺ
8) נִ ְׂס ִּת ָרה
10) ׁשָ מַ עְׂ ִּתי

Indicate the three root consonants in each of the following perfects.

Example:

8.0

 מָ ׁשַ לQal
___________
בִ קֵ ׁש
___________ הִ ְׁׂש ִמיד
___________ לִ לַ ְׂד ַָּ֣ת
לֺקַ ח
___________
ִדבְׂ רו
___________

זֶה
זָהָ ב
זוב
זַיִ ת

he praised
They
(f) they
He murmured, growled,
roared

ָזכָר
דֹ ב
דָ בַ ק

Sound, murmur, roar,
He uncovered, revealed
(f) exile, exiles

דָ בָ ר
ְׂדבָ ׁש
דָ ג

A heap, wave, billow
He rolled away
Idols

This
Gold
To flow
Olive-tree
Male
(m and f) Bear
He cleaved, clung to,
kept close
Word
Honey
Fish

REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and
II). Aba: Reinoma Services.
62

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker
Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.
Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com)
English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew).

63

UNIT 12

IMPERFECT OF THE REMAINING VERB STEMS
CONTENT
1.0

Introduction

2.0

Objectives

3.0

Main Content
3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5
3.6

1.0

Nif„al Imperfect Inflection
Pi„el Imperfect Inflection
Pu„alImperfect Inflection
Hitpa„el Imperfect Inflection
Hif„il Imperfect Inflection
Hof„al Imperfect Inflection

4.0

Conclusion

5.0

Summary

6.0

Self-Assessment Exercises

7.0

Tutor-Marked Assignments

8.0

Vocabulary

9.0

References/Further Readings

INTRODUCTION

Whereas Perfect inflection is used to reflect a completed action, Imperfect inflection
reflects an incomplete action. An earlier unit studied Qal Imperfect inflection. The
Imperfects of the remaining verb stems will be studied in this unit. The imperfect
prefixes and suffixes have the same consonants in all stems of the verb. The vowels of
the suffixes are the same for all stems. However, the vowels of the prefixes differ from
stem to stem.
2.0

OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
 Identify and isolate prefixes and suffixes from Hebrew imperfect verbs
 Distinguish between perfect and imperfect verbs.
 Understand the function of imperfect verb inflections in Nif„al, Pi„el and Pu„al.
 Understand the function of imperfect verb inflections in Hitpa„el, Hif„il and
Hof„al.
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3.0

MAIN CONTENT

3.1
Nif„al Imperfect Inflection
The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Nif„al imperfect inflection
of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below:

ַ֣Nif„al Imperfect Inflection נִ פְׂ עַל
Qal perfect form ( מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled)
Singular
Person Hebrew
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

יִ לָ ׁשֵ ל
ִּתלָ ׁשֵ ל
ִּתלָ ׁשֵ ל
ִּתלָ ְׁׂשלִ י
אֶ לָ ׁשֵ ל

Plural

English

Person Hebrew

He shall be ruled

3 mp

She shall be ruled

3 fp

You shall be ruled

2 mp

You shall be ruled

2 fp

I shall be ruled

1 cp

English

יִ לָ ְׁׂשלו
ִּתלָ ׁשַ לְׂ נָה
ִּתלָ ְׁׂשלו
ִּתלָ ׁשַ לְׂ נָה
נִ לָ ׁשֵ ל

They shall be ruled
They shall be ruled
You shall be ruled
You shall be ruled
We shall be ruled

Note:
1) The Nif„al imperfect functions as the simple passive action in the future
time.
2) The prefix vowel for the Nif„al imperfect is hireq in all forms except first
person common singular, where it is segol.
3) A dagesh forte is placed in the first consonant of the verb root in the Nif„al
imperfect to compensate for the original

 ִַ֣נthat dropped out. For instance:

 יִ נְׂ מָ ׁשֵ לhas become יִ לָ ׁשֵ ל
3.2
Pi„el Imperfect Inflection
The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Pi„el imperfect inflection
of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below:

ַ֣Pi„el Imperfect Inflection
Qal perfect form ( מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled)
Singular
Person Hebrew
3 ms

יְׂ מַ שֵ ל

Plural

English

Person Hebrew

He shall rule
(intensive)

3 mp
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יְׂ מַ ְׂשלו

English
They shall rule
(intensive)

3 fs

ְּׂתמַ שֵ ל

2 ms

ְּׂתמַ שֵ ל

2 fs

ְּׂתמַ ְׂשלִ י

1 cs

אֲמַ שֵ ל

She shall rule
(intensive)

3 fp

ְּׂתמַ שֵ לְׂ נָה

You shall rule
(intensive)

2 mp

ְּׂתמַ ְׂשלו

You shall rule
(intensive)

2 fp

ְּׂתמַ שֵ לְׂ נָה

I shall rule
(intensive)

1 cp

נְׂ מַ שֵ ל

They shall rule
(intensive)
You shall rule
(intensive)
You shall rule
(intensive)
We shall rule
(intensive)

Note:
1) Pi„el imperfect may be translated as a simple intensive action in the future
time.
2) The two distinguishing characteristics of the Pi„el imperfect are the sheva
under the first prefixed consonant, and the doubling of the middle consonant
of the verb root.
3) The simple sheva in the first prefixed consonant changes to hatef-patach in
the first person common singular because of the guttural alef.
3.3
Pu„al Imperfect Inflection
The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Pu„alimperfect inflection
of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below:

ַ֣Pu„al Imperfect Inflection
Qal perfect form ( מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled)
Singular
Person Hebrew
3 ms

יְׂ מֺשַ ל

3 fs

ְּׂתמֺשַ ל

2 ms

ְּׂתמֺשַ ל

2 fs

ְּׂתמ ְֺׂשלִ י

1 cs

ֲאמֺשַ ל

Plural

English

Person Hebrew

He shall be ruled
(intensive)

3 mp

יְׂ מ ְֺׂשלו

She shall be ruled
(intensive)

3 fp

ְּׂתמֺשַ לְׂ נָה

You shall be ruled
(intensive)

2 mp

ְּׂתמ ְֺׂשלו

You shall be ruled
(intensive)

2 fp

ְּׂתמֺשַ לְׂ נָה

I shall be ruled

1 cp

נְׂ מֺשַ ל
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English
They shall be ruled
(intensive)
They shall be ruled
(intensive)
You shall be ruled
(intensive)
You shall be ruled
(intensive)
We shall be ruled

(intensive)

(intensive)

Note:
1) The distinguishing characteristics of the Pu„alimperfect are the
sheva after the prefix consonant, the qibbuts after the first root
consonant, and the doubling of the middle root consonant.
2) The Pu„alimperfect is the passive of the Pi„el imperfect,
translated as the simple intensive in the future time.
3.4

Hitpa„el Imperfect Inflection

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hitpa„el imperfect
inflection of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below:

ַ֣Hitpa„el imperfect Inflection
Qal perfect form ( מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled)
Singular
Person Hebrew
3 ms

יִ ְׂתמַ שֵ ל

3 fs

ִּת ְׂתמַ שֵ ל

2 ms

ִּת ְׂתמַ שֵ ל

2 fs

ִּת ְׂתמַ ְׂשלִ י

1 cs

אֶ ְׂתמַ שֵ ל

English

Plural
Person Hebrew

He shall rule
himself

3 mp

יִ ְׂתמַ ְׂשלו

She shall rule
herself

3 fp

ִּת ְׂתמַ שֵ לְׂ נָה

You shall rule
yourself

2 mp

ִּת ְׂתמַ ְׂשלו

You shall rule
yourself

2 fp

ִּת ְׂתמַ שֵ לְׂ נָה

I shall rule myself

1 cp

נִ ְׂתמַ שֵ ל

English
They shall rule
themselves
They shall rule
themselves
You shall rule
yourselves
You shall rule
yourselves
We shall rule
ourselves

Note:
1) Hitpa„el imperfect is normally reflexive in meaning, expressing a simple
action in the active voice.
2) Hitpa„el imperfect verb has longer prefix (ְָּיִ ת,ְָּ ָּ ִתת,ְָּ ָּאֶּ ת,ְָּ) ָּנִ ת, and the
doubling of the middle consonant of the verb root.

3.5

Hif„il Imperfect Inflection

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hif„il imperfect inflection
of Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below:
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ַ֣Hif„il imperfect Inflection
Qal perfect form ( מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled)
Singular
Person Hebrew

Plural

English

3 ms

י ְַׂמ ִׁשיל

3 fs

ּתַ ְׂמ ִׁשיל

2 ms

ּתַ ְׂמ ִׁשיל

2 fs

ּתַ ְׂמ ִׁשילִ י

1 cs

אַ ְׂמ ִׁשיל

Person Hebrew

English

He shall cause to
rule

3 mp

י ְַׂמ ִׁשילו

She shall cause to
rule

3 fp

ּתַ ְׂמׁשֵ לְׂ נָה

You shall cause to
rule

2 mp

ּתַ ְׂמ ִׁשילו

You shall cause to
rule

2 fp

ּתַ ְׂמׁשֵ לְׂ נָה

I shall cause to
rule

1 cp

נ ְַׂמ ִׁשיל

They shall cause
to rule
They shall cause
to rule
You shall cause to
rule
You shall cause to
rule
We shall cause to
rule

Note:
1) The Hif„il imperfect is characterized by patach in the prefix
syllable and hireq-yod in the second syllable.
2) The Hif„il imperfect normally serves as the causative of Qal
imperfect, a simple action in the future time.
3.6

Hof„al Imperfect Inflection

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hof„al imperfect inflection
of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below:

ַ֣Hof„al imperfect Inflection
Qal perfect form ( מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled)
Singular
Person Hebrew
3 ms

י ְָׂמׁשַ ל

3 fs

ּתָ ְׂמׁשַ ל

2 ms

ּתָ ְׂמׁשַ ל

English

Plural
Person Hebrew

He shall be
caused to rule

3 mp

י ְָׂמ ְׁׂשלו

She shall be
caused to rule

3 fp

ּתָ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ נָה

You shall be
caused to rule

2 mp

ּתָ ְׂמ ְׁׂשלו
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English
They shall be
caused to rule
They shall be
caused to rule
You shall be
caused to rule

2 fs

ּתָ ְׂמ ְׁׂשלִ י

1 cs

אָ ְׂמׁשַ ל

You shall be
caused to rule

2 fp

ּתָ ְׂמׁשַ לְׂ נָה

I shall be caused
to rule

1 cp

נ ְָׂמׁשַ ל

You shall be
caused to rule
We shall be
caused to rule

Note:
1) The Hof„al imperfect is the passive of the Hif„il imperfect, that is
a causative passive in the future time.
2) The distinguishing characteristics of the Hof„al imperfect are
qamets-chatuf as the prefix vowel and patach as the vowel
between the second and third consonants of the verb root.
4.0

CONCLUSION

This unit discussed other Hebrew imperfect stems apart from Qal, namely: Nif„al,
Pi„el, Pu„al, Hitpa„el, Hif„il and Hof„al. Whereas Nif„al functions as a simple passive
in the future time, Pi„el and Pu„al function as future intensive active, and future
intensive passive respectively. Hitpa„el functions as a reflexive in the future time,
Hif„il, as future causative active, and Hof„al function, as future causative passive. The
basis for forming the perfect inflection of the remaining verb stems is the Qal perfect
third person masculine singular.
5.0

SUMMARY

The tables below summarize our study of Nif„al, Pi„el, Pu„al, Hitpa„el, Hif„il and
Hof„al imperfect verbs. Please note the prefixes and suffixes:
1) Nif„al Imperfect Inflection
Person
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

Singular
Hebrew

Plural
Person Hebrew
3 mp

_ _ _ ִַ֣י
_ _ _ ִַּ֣ת
_ _ _ ִַּ֣ת
ּתִַ֣ _ _ ִי
_ _ _ ֶַ֣א

3 fp
2 mp
2 fp
1 cp

2) Pi„el Imperfect Inflection
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ִַ֣י _ _ _ ו
ּתִַ֣ _ _ _ ָ ה
ִַּ֣ת _ _ _ ו
ִַּ֣ת _ _ _ ָה
_ _ _ ִַ֣נ

Person
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

Singular
Hebrew

Plural
Person Hebrew
3 mp

_ _ _ ְַׂ֣י
_ _ _ ְַּׂ֣ת
_ _ _ ְַּׂ֣ת
ּתְַׂ֣ _ _ ִי
_ _ _ ֲַ֣א

3 fp
2 mp
2 fp
1 cp

ְַׂ֣י _ _ _ ו
ּתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ָ ה
ְַּׂ֣ת _ _ _ ו
ְַּׂ֣ת _ _ _ ָה
_ _ _ ְַׂ֣נ

3) Pu„alImperfect Inflection
Person
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

Person
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

Person
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

Singular
Hebrew

Plural
Person Hebrew
3 mp

_ _ _ ְַׂ֣י
_ _ _ ְַּׂ֣ת
_ _ _ ְַּׂ֣ת
ּתְַׂ֣ _ _ ִי
_ _ _ ֲַ֣א

3 fp
2 mp
2 fp
1 cp

ְַׂ֣י _ _ _ ו
ּתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ָ ה
ְַּׂ֣ת _ _ _ ו
ְַּׂ֣ת _ _ _ ָה
_ _ _ ְַׂ֣נ

4) Hitpa„el Imperfect Inflection
Singular
Plural
Hebrew
Person Hebrew
3 mp

_ _ _ ְַׂ֣יִ ת
_ _ _ ְִַּׂ֣תת
_ _ _ ְִַּׂ֣תת
ִּתתְַׂ֣ _ _ ִי
_ _ _ ְַׂ֣אֶ ת

3 fp
2 mp
2 fp
1 cp

יִ תְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ו
ִּתתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ָ ה
ִּתתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ו
ִּתתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ָה
_ _ _ ְַׂ֣נִ ת

5) Hif„il Imperfect Inflection
Singular
Plural
Hebrew
Person Hebrew
3 mp

_ _ _ ַַ֣י
_ _ _ ַַּ֣ת
_ _ _ ַַּ֣ת
ַַּ֣ת _ _ ִי
_ _ _ ַַ֣א

3 fp
2 mp
2 fp
1 cp
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ַַ֣י _ _ _ ו
ַַּ֣ת _ _ _ ָ ה
ַַּ֣ת _ _ _ ו
ַַּ֣ת _ _ _ ָה
_ _ _ ַַ֣נ

Person
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs
5.0

6) Hof„al Imperfect Inflection
Singular
Plural
Hebrew
Person Hebrew
3 mp

_ _ _ ַָ֣י
_ _ _ ַָּ֣ת
_ _ _ ַָּ֣ת
ַָּ֣ת _ _ ִי
_ _ _ ַָ֣א

3 fp
2 mp
2 fp
1 cp

ַָ֣י _ _ _ ו
ַָּ֣ת _ _ _ ָ ה
ַָּ֣ת _ _ _ ו
ַָּ֣ת _ _ _ ָה
_ _ _ ַָ֣נ

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES
 Without looking at the course manual, write the following inflections, and
translate them:
1) Nif„al Imperfect of ( מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled)
2) Pi„el imperfect of ( מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled)
3) Pu„alimperfect of ( מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled)
4) Hitpa„el Imperfect of ( מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled)
5) Hif„il imperfect of ( מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled)
6) Hof„al imperfect of ( מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled)

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
Write the following inflections and translate them:
1. Nif„al imperfect of ( קָ בַ רhe buried)
2. Pi„el imperfect of ( ךָתַ בhe wrote)
3. Pu„alimperfect ofַ֣ ( סָ תַ רhe hid)
4. Hitpa„el imperfect of ( מָ לַךhe reigned)
5. Hif„il imperfect of ( ָזכַרhe remembered)
6. Hof„al imperfect ofַ֣ ( קָ דַ ׁשhe consecrated)
7.0 VOCABULARY

טָ בַ ל
טָ בַ ע
טָ בַ ח
טֹוב

He dipped
He sank down
He slaughtered
(adj) good

ךָבֹוד
כֶבֶ ש
ךָבַ ׁש
ךֹ הֵ ן
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Glory
Lamb
He subdued
Priest

טָ מֵ א
טָ מַ ן
טָ ַעם
זְׂאֵ ב
ז ֹאת
זָבַ ח
זֶבַ ח
זֵד
זָדֹון

He was unclean
He hid, concealed
He tasted, perceived
Wolf
(f) this
He sacrificed, slew
Sacrifice
(adj) insolent,
presumptuous
Insolence,
presumptuousness

ךֹוכָב
ךֹוס
ָךזַב
זָקֵ ן
זָר
ז ָָרה
ז ַָרח
ז ַָרע
ז ֶַרע

Star
(f) cup
He lied, was a liar
(adj) old
A stranger, foreigner
He scattered, fanned, winnowed
He arose, came forth,
He sowed
Seed, offspring

8.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I
and II). Aba: Reinoma Services.
Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker
Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids:
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.
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INTRODUCTION

Pronominal suffixes were originally independent personal pronouns that became
attached to the noun or preposition they followed. When appearing on nouns, they are
possessive; example: his book. When appearing on prepositions or the definite direct
object marker, they are objective; example: to him. When attached to verbs, they
normally serve as direct objects of the verb; when attached to particles, they may
express a variety of relationships, depending on the function of the particles. This unit
studies the functions of the pronominal suffixes with prepositions, and verbs.
2.0

OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:
 Mark out the direct objects of verbs and prepositions.
 Identify possessive nouns
 Define other functions of pronominal suffixes.
3.0

MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Pronominal suffixes with Prepositions

The normal pronominal suffixes for the inseparable prepositions
follows (ַ֣ ְׂךis irregular):
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ְַׂ֣ב

and

ְַׂ֣כ

are as

Singular

Plural

Person Hebrew

Person

_ֹו
_ָה
_ְָׂך
_ְָך
_ִי

3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

Hebrew

Him

3 mp

Her

3 fp

You

2 mp

You

2 fp

Me

1 cp

_ָהֶ ם
_ָהֶ ן
ָ_כֶם
ָ_כֶן
_ָנו

them
them
you
you
us

Example: ב
ְַׂ֣ (in, by, with)
Singular

Plural

Person Hebrew

בֹו
בָ ה
בְׂ ָך
בָ ְך
בִ י

3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

Person

Hebrew

with him

3 mp

with her

3 fp

with you

2 mp

with you

2 fp

with me

1 cp

בָ הֶ ם
בָ הֶ ן
בָ כֶם
בָ כֶן
בָ נו

with them
with them
with you
with you
with us

3.2 Pronominal suffixes with perfect verbs
Pronominal suffixes attached to the verb may expressed in two ways: (1) it may be
joined to

אֵ ת, the sign of the direct object, and placed either before or after the verb;

(2) it may be joined directly to the end of the verb to which it serves as object.
 The pronominal suffixes for perfects that end in vowels are the same for all
stems of the verb; as in:

Singular
Person Hebrew
3 ms
3 fs

ו,ַ֣_הו
ַָ֣
_ה

Person
Him

3 mp

Her

3 fp
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Plural
Hebrew

ַ֣ם,ַ֣_הֶ ם
_ן

them
them

2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

_ָך
_ְך
_נִ י

You

2 mp

You

2 fp

Me

1 cp

_כֶם
_כֶן
_נו

you
you
us

Example: ׁשלו
ְׂ ָ( מthey ruled)
Singular
Person
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

Plural

Hebrew

ַׁ֣שלוהו
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ
ׁשלו ַָ֣ה
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ
ׁשלוָך
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ
ׁשלוְך
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ
ׁשלונִי
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ

Person
they ruled him

3 mp

they ruled her

3 fp

they ruled you

2 mp

they ruled you

2 fp

they ruled me

1 cp

Hebrew

ׁשלום
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ
ׁשלון
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ
ׁשלוכֶם
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ
ׁשלוכֶן
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ
ׁשלונו
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ

they ruled them
they ruled them
they ruled you
they ruled you
they ruled us

 The pronominal suffixes for perfects that end in consonants are also the same
for all stems of the verb; as in:
Singular
Person

Plural

Hebrew

Person Hebrew

ֹו,ַ֣_ָהו
_ָה
_ְָׂך
_ְֶך
_ַנִ י

3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

Him

3 mp

Her

3 fp

You

2 mp

You

2 fp

Me

1 cp

ַַ֣֣_ָם
_ָן
_ְׂכֶם
_ְׂכֶן
_ָנו

them
them
you
you
us

Example: ׁשל
ַַ֣ ( ַָ֣מhe ruled)
Singular
Person
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs

Plural

Hebrew

ׁשלֹו
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ
ׁש ַָ֣לה
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ
ׁש ְַׂ֣לָך
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ
ׁש ֵַ֣לְך
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ

Person
he ruled him

3 mp

he ruled her

3 fp

he ruled you

2 mp

he ruled you

2 fp
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Hebrew

ַַׁ֣֣ש ַָ֣לם
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ
ׁש ַָ֣לן
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ
ׁש ְַׂ֣לכֶם
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ
ׁש ְַׂ֣לכֶן
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ

he ruled them
he ruled them
he ruled you
he ruled you

ׁש ַַ֣לנִ י
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ

1 cs

he ruled me

1 cp

ׁש ַָ֣לנו
ַָ֣ ְַׂ֣מ

he ruled us

3.3 Pronominal suffixes with imperfect verbs
 The pronominal suffixes for imperfects that end in vowels are the same as
those of perfects ending in vowels for all stems of the verb; as in:
Singular

Plural

Person Hebrew

Person

ו,ַ֣_הו
ַָ֣
_ה
_ָך
_ְך
_נִ י

3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

Him

3 mp

Her

3 fp

You

2 mp

You

2 fp

Me

1 cp

Hebrew

_ם
_ן
_כֶם
_כֶן
_נו

them
them
you
you
us

Example: ׁשלו
ְׂ ( ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מthey will rule)
Singular
Person
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

Plural

Hebrew

Person Hebrew

ַׁ֣שלוהו
ְַׂ֣ ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מ
ׁשלו ַָ֣ה
ְַׂ֣ ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מ
ׁשלוָך
ְַׂ֣ ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מ
ׁשלוְך
ְַׂ֣ ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מ
ׁשלונִ י
ְַׂ֣ ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מ

they will rule him

3 mp

they will rule her

3 fp

they will rule you

2 mp

they will rule you

2 fp

they will rule me

1 cp

ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מׁשְַׂ֣לום
ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מׁשְַׂ֣לון
ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מׁשְַׂ֣לוכֶם
ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מׁשְַׂ֣לוכֶן
ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מׁשְַׂ֣לונו

they will rule them
they will rule them
they will rule you
they will rule you
they will rule us

 The pronominal suffixes for imperfects that end in consonants are also the
same for all stems of the verb; as in:
Singular
Person
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs

Plural

Hebrew

ַ֣_ֵהו
 ֶ ַָ֣ה,ַ֣_ָה
_ְָׂך
_ְֵך

Person Hebrew
Him

3 mp

Her

3 fp

You

2 mp

You

2 fp
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ַַ֣֣_ֵם
_ֵן
_ְׂכֶם
_ְׂכֶן

them
them
you
you

_ֵנִ י

1 cs

Me

1 cp

_ֵנו

us

Example: ׁשל
ַֹ֣ ( ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מhe will rule)
Singular
Person
3 ms
3 fs
2 ms
2 fs
1 cs

Plural

Hebrew

ׁש ֵַ֣להו
ְַׂ֣ ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מ
ׁש ֶַ֣ל ַָ֣ה
ְַׂ֣ ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מ
ׁש ְַׂ֣לָך
ַָ֣ ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מ
ׁש ֵַ֣לְך
ְַׂ֣ ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מ
ׁש ֵַ֣לנִי
ְַׂ֣ ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מ

Person
he will rule him

3 mp

he will rule her

3 fp

he will rule you

2 mp

he will rule you

2 fp

he will rule me

1 cp

Hebrew

ִַַַ֣֣֣י ְַׂ֣מׁשְַׂ֣ ֵַ֣לם
ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מׁשְַׂ֣ ֵַ֣לן
ׁש ְַׂ֣לכֶם
ַָ֣ ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מ
ׁש ְַׂ֣לכֶן
ַָ֣ ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מ
ִַ֣י ְַׂ֣מׁשְַׂ֣ ֵַ֣לנו

he will rule them
he will rule them
he will rule you
he will rule you
he will rule us

4.0
CONCLUSION
This unit studied pronominal suffixes in relation to prepositions and perfect and
imperfect verbs. Even though it did not cover all the aspects to include nouns and
particles, what is represented is able to prepare the student for a remarkable progress in
Hebrew Grammar. The student is encouraged to seek for further studies in this subject.
5.0

SUMMARY
1)
2)

3)
4)

6.0

The pronominal suffixes for perfects that end in vowels are the same for
all stems of the verb.
The pronominal suffixes for perfects that end in consonants are also the
same for all stems of the verb.
The pronominal suffixes for imperfects that end in vowels are the same
as those of perfects ending in vowels for all stems of the verb.
The pronominal suffixes for imperfects that end in consonants are also
the same for all stems of the verb.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES
 Without looking at the manual, provide a full prominal suffixes and translation
for the following prepositions:
(a) ב
ְַׂ֣ (in, by, with)
(b) ל
ְַׂ֣ (to, for)

7.0

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS

Provide a full prominal suffixes and translation for the following verbs:
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יִ זְׂךְׂ רו
3. ׁשמֹ ר
ְׂ ִי
5. נָתַ ן
1.

8.0

(to keep)
(to give)

(to rule)
(to write)
(to reign)

VOCABULARY

ר ֹאׁש
אׁשית
ִ ֵר
ַרב
רֹ ב
ֶרגֶל
רֹואֶ ה
ַַ֣
רוה
רֹועֶ ה
רֹ חַ ב
9.0

ְׂמׁשַ ְַׂ֣לּתֶ מ
4. ִּתכְׂ ְּׂתבו
6. מָ לְׂ כו

2.

(to remember)

Head
(f) beginning, chief
(adj) many, much, great
Multitude, abundance
(f) Foot
Seer, prophet
(f) Spirit, wind
Shepherd
Breadth, width

ׁשָ אַ ל
ׁשֵ בֶ ט
ׁשַ בָ ת
ׁשָ וְׂ א
ׁשֹופֵט
ׁשָ חַ ט
ִׁשיר
ׁשָ לֹום
ׁשָ לַח

He asked
Rod, staff, sceptre
Sabbath
Emptiness, vanity
Judge
Dawn
A song
Peace
He sent
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INTRODUCTION

The term “Imperative” as a grammatical construction is an act of giving a command,
advice, instruction or communicating a request. In Hebrew, imperatives are used in the
second person forms only whether masculine or feminine, singular or plural. Hebrew
Imperatives could be used in Qal, Nifal, Piel, Hitpael and Hifil, but not in the Pual or
Hofal stems, since the later are always passive in meaning. This unit discusses Hebrew
Imperatives in the Qal, Nifal, Piel, Hitpael and Hifil verb stems.
2.0

OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

3.0



Get acquainted with words of command or request in Hebrew.



Understand the different functions of Hebrew verb stems in connection with
imperatives.

MAIN CONTENT
3.1 QAL IMPERATIVE

The Qal Imperative is generally used to express a direct command, and may be
described as a shortened form of the Qal Imperfect second person masculine or
feminine (singular or plural).
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Example: Qal Perfect ךָתַ ב
Qal Imperative Singular
Person Hebrew
English
2 ms
2 fs

תב
ַֹ֣ ְַׂ֣ך
ִַ֣ך ְּׂתבִ י

Qal Imperfect ִּתכְׂ ּתֹ ב
Qal Imperative Plural
Person Hebrew
English

You write

2 mp

You write

2 fp

ִַ֣ך ְַׂ֣תבו
כְׂ ּתֹ בְׂ נָה

You write
You write

3.2 NIFAL IMPERATIVE
The Nifal Imperative follow the imperfect form of 2ms, 2fs, 2mp, and 2fp. The

person, gender, number indicator ( )ּתis replaced with ()ה.
Example: Qal Perfect ךָתַ ב
Nifal Imperative Singular
Person Hebrew
English
2 ms
2 fs

ִַ֣ה ַָ֣ך ֵַ֣תב
ִַ֣ה ַָ֣ך ְּׂתבִ י

Qal Imperfectַ֣ ִּתכְׂ ּתֹ ב
Nifal Imperative Plural
Person Hebrew
English

You write

2 mp

You write

2 fp

ִַ֣ה ַָ֣ך ְַׂ֣תבו
ִַ֣ה ַָ֣כ ַַ֣תבְׂ נָה

You write
You write

3.3 PIEL IMPERATIVE
The Piel Imperative follow the imperfect form of 2ms, 2fs, 2mp, and 2fp. The person,

gender, number indicator ( )ּתis dropped entirely.
Example: Qal Perfect ךָתַ ב

Qal Imperfectַ֣ ִּתכְׂ ּתֹ ב

Piel Imperative Singular

Piel Imperative Plural

Person Hebrew

English

Person

Hebrew

English

You write

2 mp

You write

You write

2 fp

ַַ֣ך ְַּׂ֣תבו
ַַ֣ך ֵַּ֣תבְׂ נָה

2 ms
2 fs

ַַ֣ך ֵַּ֣תב
ַַ֣ך ְּׂתבִ י

You write

3.4 HITPAEL IMPERATIVE
The Hitpael Nifal Imperative follow the imperfect form of 2ms, 2fs, 2mp, and 2fp.

The person, gender, number indicator ( )ּתis replaced with ()הת.
Example: Qal Perfect ךָתַ ב

Qal Imperfectַ֣ ִּתכְׂ ּתֹ ב
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Hitpael Imperative Singular
Person Hebrew
English

הִ תְַׂ֣ ַַ֣כ ֵַּ֣תב
הִ תְַׂ֣ ַַ֣ך ְּׂתבִ י

2 ms
2 fs

Hitpael Imperative Plural
Person Hebrew
English

You write

2 mp

You write

2 fp

הִ ְַׂ֣ת ַַ֣כ ַַּ֣תבו
הִ ְַׂ֣ת ַַ֣כ ֵַּ֣תבְׂ נָה

You write
You write

3.5 HIFIL IMPERATIVE
The Hifil Imperative follow the Imperfect form of 2ms, 2fs, 2mp, and 2fp. The person,
gender, number indicator ( )ּתis replaced with ()ה.

Example: Qal Perfect ךָתַ ב
Hifil Imperative Singular
Person Hebrew
English

ַַ֣ה ְַׂ֣כ ֵַּ֣תב
ַַ֣ה ְַׂ֣כּתִַ֣בִ י

2 ms
2 fs

Qal Imperfectַ֣ ִּתכְׂ ּתֹ ב
Hifil Imperative Plural
Person Hebrew
English

You write

2 mp

You write

2 fp

ַַ֣ה ְַׂ֣כּתִַ֣יבו
ַַ֣ה ְַׂ֣כ ֵַּ֣תבְׂ נָה

You write
You write

3.6 IMPERATIVES: OTHER USES
Prohibitive

1)

Negative or prohibitive commands are not expressed with imperative verbs, rather,
Hebrew language allows the use of other ways to express a sense of immediate,
specific commands by placing  ל ֹאbefore a verb in the Imperfect Tense, or  אַ לis used

 ל ֹאexpresses an absolute and categorical prohibition (e.g.
Ten Commandments),  אַ לexpresses a milder form of the prohibition, more on the
order of a negative wish or dissuasion. The particle  אַ לis sometimes used alongside
with the jussive. Whereas

the jussive to show greater emphasis.
Examples:
1.
2.
3.
2)

ל ֹא
אַ ל
נָא

ֹאַּ֣תגְׂ נֹ ב
ִ ל
ֶיָךַ֣ממֶ נִ י
ִ אַ לּֽתַ ְׂסּתֵ רַ֣ ָפנ
ָאַּ֣תקְׂ בְׂ ֵרנִ יַ֣בְׂ ִמצְׂ ָריִ ם
ִ אַ לֽנ

Cohortative
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You shall not steal
Do not hide your face from me
Do not bury me in Egypt

Cohortative is used by a speaker to express his own will or determination, intention or
desire to do a certain action, reflectively, in the first person, thus the Cohortative is
conjugated for the first person only, both singular and plural, both genders, using the
same set of affixes. The form of the cohortative is similar to the 1st person Imperfect
forms, except that cohortatives have a final „h‟ suffix ( )ָהwhat is called a “cohortative
h”.
Example:

ׁשָ ְׂמ ָרהַ֣נַפְׂ ִׁשי
3)

Oh guard my soul!

Jussive

In connection with the imperfect, the jussive is used to express the speaker‟s desire,
wish, or command. It is frequently accompanied in translation by the modal auxiliaries
“may” and “let”. The particle

 נָהis sometimes added after jussives and cohortatives,

perhaps to make them more emphatic, especially in imperative usages.
Example:

ַרמי
ִ ִׁשפְׂ טוֽנָאַ֣בֵ ינִ יַ֣ובֵ יןַ֣ך
4.0

Judge, I pray between me and
(between) my vineyard!

SUMMARY

This unit has shown that:
1. The stem of the imperative is the same in every case as that of the imperfect.
2. The pure passives Pual and Hofal have no imperatives.
3. In the inflection of the imperatives, changes vowels undergo some changes.
Students should identify these changes from the different tables above.
4. The stem of the imperative receives no preformatives, and its afformatives are
those of the Imperfect.

5.0

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES/TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1)

Write the full imperative inflections for the following verbs in the stems
indicated:
Examples: Qal imperative of ךָתַ ב

2 ms

תב
ַֹ֣ ְַׂ֣ך

You write

2 mp
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ִַ֣ך ְַׂ֣תבו

You write

ִַ֣ך ְּׂתבִ י

2 fs

2)

Qal Imperative of ( מָ ׁשַ לhe ruled)

2.

Nifal imperatives of ( לָמַ דhe learned)

3.

Piel imperative of ( ָזכַרhe remembered)

4.

Hitpael imperative of ( דָ בַ קhe cleaved)

5.

Hifil imperative of ( בָ לַלhe confounded)

You write

Translate the following to English:

2.
3.
4.

5.

6.0

כְׂ ּתֹ בְׂ נָה

2 fp

1.

1.

3)

You write

( הַ לְׂ לוַ֣יָהַ֣הַ לְׂ לוֽאֵ לַ֣בְׂ קָ ְׂדׁשֹוAnswer: Ps. 150:1)
תֽׁשלֹוםַ֣הָ עִ יר
ְׂ ֶ( וְׂ ִד ְׂרׁשוַ֣אAnswer: Jer. 29:7)
( בַ קְׂ ׁשוַ֣ ָפנָיוַּ֣תָ ִמידAnswer: Ps. 105:4)
( זָכְׂ ֵרנִ יַ֣נָאַ֣וְׂ חַ זְׂקֵ נִ יַ֣נָאAnswer:ַ֣Jude 16:28)
( לַלֵ ְׂדנָהַ֣בְׂ נֹותֵ יכֶםAnswer: Jer. 9:19)

Translate the following to Hebrew:
1.
Keep all the commandments of the LORD (Answer: 1 Chr
28:8)
2.
And write upon it (Answer: Jere. 36:28)
3.
Seek peace and pursue it (Answer: Ps. 34:15)
4.
Walk through the land and write about it (Answer: Josh 18:8)
5.
Remember, O LORD, what has happened to us (Answer:
Lam 5:1)

VOCABULARY

יְׂ הוָה
ׁשָ לֹום
הָ לַל
בָ קַ ׁש
ָרדַ ף
קָ דֹוׁש

ךָתַ ב
ִמצֹות
הָ לַך
ֵראׁש
עִ יר
ָפנֶי

The LORD
Peace
To praise
To seek
To pursue
Holy,
Sanctuary
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To cut
Commandment
To walk
First, former
City
Face

ׁשָ מַ ר
חָ זָק
7.0

ָעזַר
ָרבָ ה

Keep
To strengthen

To help
To become
many
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INTRODUCTION

The letter ( וand) does not only play the role of conjunction as we had studied earlier,
but can perform other roles which grammarians refer to as vav consecutive (formerly
conversive). In this light, the vav conversive or executive seems to convert the
imperfect into the meaning of the perfect, and the perfect to the meaning of imperfect.
This unit discusses the different reversing roles played by the letter vav in a verbal
construction of either perfect or imperfect.
2.0

OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:
 Identify other roles of vav in transforming perfect to imperfect and vice versa.
 Differentiate between the vav conjunction and vav consecutive.
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3.0

MAIN CONTENT
3.1

VAV CONSECUTIVE WITH IMPERFECT VERBS

1) When the vav  וis prefixed to the imperfect form of the verb, it is pointed exactly
like the definite article, which is - vav, plus patah, plus dagesh forte in the
following consonant (ַֻ֣  ) ַוAs in:

וַטִכְׂ ּתֹ ב
וָאֶ ְַׂ֣כ ַֹּ֣תב

and he wrote
and I wrote

Note: while  יreceived the dagesh forte ( )טthe  אcould not because it
is a guttural, rather the preceding vowel was lengthened in
compensation, hence ()ַ֣ ַָ֣ו.
2) The Qal imperfect 3rd person masculine singular form of

אָ מַ ר, “he said”, without

vav consecutive; is written ( י ֹאמַ רhe will say). However, with vav consecutive, it
is changed to  ַוט ֹאמֶ לtranslated, “and (then) he said.” This form occurs so
frequently in the Hebrew Bible that it should be committed to memory.
3) The dagesh forte may be omitted from a consonant which has only a sheva under it,
as in:

וַיְׂ הִ י
3.2

and it was

VAV CONSECUTIVE WITH PERFECT VERBS

1) Vav consecutive retains the pointing of vav conjunction when it is joined to the
perfect strong verbַ֣ (in fact, it shares its various vocalization -  ְַׂ֣ו, ו,  ַָ֣ו,) as in:

 ךָתַ בhe wrote
Consecutive form  וְׂ כָתַ בand he will write
Consecutive form ּתם
ֶַ֣  וכְׂ תַ ְַׂ֣בand you will write
2) It has, however, the effect, in certain verbal forms, of shifting the tone from the
penult to last syllable, as in:

 הָ ַַ֫לכְׂ ִּתיI went,
Consecutive form  וְׂ ָ ּהלַכְׂ ַ֫ ִּתיand I will go
4.0 SUMMARY
86

In this unit we have seen that perfect and imperfect verbs can take a vav consecutive
which has two functions, namely: to convey the idea of conjunction just as the simple
vav conjunction does; and to invert the meaning of the verbs tense. In this light, a
perfect verb with a vav consecutive has the meaning of an imperfect, and vice versa.
To say it in another way, vav consecutive changes the function of imperfect verb from
incomplete to complete, and that of perfect verb from complete to incomplete tenses.
5.0 SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES/TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1) Identify the verbs that have vav consecutive and translate them from Genesis 1:1-5.

ַ֣ וְׂ אֵ ת, אֵ תַ֣הַ שָ מַ יִ ם,ֱֹלהים
ִ  בָ ָראַ֣א,אׁשית
ִ  בְׂ ֵר1 In the beginning God created the heaven
. הָ אָ ֶרץand the earth.
ַ֣פְׂ נֵי- עַ ל, וְׂ חֹ ׁשֶ ְך, הָ יְׂ תָ הַ֣תֹ הוַ֣וָבֹ הו, וְׂ הָ אָ ֶרץ2 Now the earth was unformed and void,
ַ֣פְׂ נֵי- ְׂמ ַרחֶ ֶפתַ֣ ַעל,ֱֹלהים
ִ  ְׂתהֹום; וְׂ רוחַ ַ֣אand darkness was upon the face of the
. הַ לָ יִ םdeep; and the spirit of God hovered over
the face of the waters.

.אֹור- יְׂ ִהיַ֣אֹור; וַיְׂ הִ י,ֱֹלהים
ִ  ַוט ֹאמֶ רַ֣א3 And God said: 'Let there be light.' And
there was light.

ַ֣טֹוב; ַוטַבְׂ דֵ ל- ךִ י,הָ אֹור- ַוט ְַׂראַ֣אֱ ֹלהִ יםַ֣אֶ ת4 And God saw the light that it was good;
. בֵ יןַ֣הָ אֹורַ֣ובֵ יןַ֣הַ חֹ ׁשֶ ְך, אֱֹלהִ יםand God divided the light from the
darkness.

ַ֣ וְׂ לַחֹ ׁשֶ ְךַ֣קָ ָרא, וַטִ קְׂ ָראַ֣אֱ ֹלהִ יםַ֣לָאֹורַ֣יֹום5 And God called the light Day, and the
. יֹוםַ֣אֶ חָ ד,בֹ קֶ ר-ע ֶֶרבַ֣וַיְׂ ִהי- לָיְׂ לָה; וַיְׂ הִ יdarkness He called Night. And there was

evening and there was morning, one day.

6.0 VOCABULARY

קָ ָרא
בָ דַ ל
חֹ ׁשֶ ְך
לָיְׂ לָה
ָרא
7.0

אָ מַ ר
יְׂ הִ י
אֶ חָ ד
בֹ קֶ ר
אֹור

He called
He divided
Darkness
Night
He saw

He said
It was, to be
One
Morning
Light
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Infinitives in Hebrew Grammar are basically verbal nouns because they function
both as verbs and nouns. They express the basic idea of the verb root without the
limitations of person, gender and number, unlike perfects, imperfects and
imperatives, which are limited to a specific person, gender and number.
According to the Westminster Hebrew Morphology, the infinitives construct
accounts for approximately 89% of all infinitives in the Hebrew Bible. The
Hebrew Grammar has two types of infinitives, namely: infinitive construct and
infinitive absolute.
On the other hand Hebrew Participles are verbal forms that function as
adjectives. That means, they share the characteristics of both verbs and
adjectives. In translation, the Participle is shown as a verb with an “-ing” ending
(such as walking).
This unit studies the functions of Hebrew infinitives and participles.
2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:
 Identify the role of infinitives and participles in verbal stems.
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 Demonstrate an improved skill in translating Hebrew verbal
constructions.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1

Forming the Infinitive Construct

1) The Infinitive Construct is commonly translated with the preposition “to”
plus a verb – such as, to drive. Since the Infinitive Construct is not inflected
for person, gender, or number, there is only one basic form. The vowel
pattern for the Infinitive Construct of the verbal stems is consistent for all
strong verbs and most weak verbs. It is identical in form to the imperatives
2ms form of the same stem. Example:
Imperative 2ms of ַ֣( ךָתַ בqal) is ךְׂ תֹ ב
Qal infinitive construct is also  ךְׂ תֹ בto write
2) The table below presents imeratives, infinitive constructs and translation for
some strong and weak verbs.
Imperative 2ms

Infinitive
Construct

Infinitive
Translation

Strong

ךְׂ תֹ ב

ךְׂ תֹ ב

To write

Strong

זְׂכֹ ר

זְׂכֹ ר

To remember

I-Gutt

עֲזֹ ב

עֲזֹ ב

To abandon

I-א

אֱמֹ ר

אֱמֹ ר

To say

II-Gutt

בְׂ חַ ר

בְׂ חֹ ר

To choose

III-ח

ְׁׂשלַח

ַַ֣ ְׁׂש
ֹלח

To send

III-ע

ְׁׂשמַ ע

ְׁׂשמֹ ַַ֣ע

To hear

III-א

קְׂ ָרא

קְׂ ר ֹא

To call

3) Examples of various stems with imperatives
Qal

Nif „al

Pi „el

Pu „al
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Hitpa „el

Hif „‟il

Hof „al

Impv. 2 ms
Inf. Constr.

הִ ךָתֵ ב ךִ תֹ ב
הִ ךָתֵ ב ךִ תֹ ב

ךַּתֵ ב
ךַּתֵ ב

ךֺּתֵ ב

הַ כְׂ תֵ ב הִ ְׂתךַּתֵ ב
הַ כְׂ ִתיב הִ ְׂתךַּתֵ ב

הָ כְׂ תַ ב

3.2 The functions of the Infinitive construct

i)

The Infinitive Construct may be used withַ֣ ל
ְַׂ֣ ַ֣ to express purpose,
intention or result. When used in this way, the key words “to” or “in
order to” may be used in your translation.ַ֣ Example: (note the words in
the box)

ַ֣וְׂ ל ֹאֽנָתַ ןַ֣יְׂ הוָהַ֣ ָלכֶםַ֣לֵבַ֣לָדַ עַתַ֣וְׂ עֵינַיִ ם
לִ ְׂראֹותַ֣וְׂ אָ ְׂזנַיִ םַ֣לִ ְׁׂשמֹ ַעַַ֣֣עַדַ֣הַ טֹוםַ֣הַ זֶה

ii)

(But) Yahweh has not given to
you a heart to knowַ֣or eyes to see
or ears to hear until this day.ַ֣
(Deut 29:3 [English 29:4]).

The Infinitive Construct prefixed with ל
ְַׂ֣ may be used to denote an
action about to take place. This construction frequently involves the
use of ( הָ יָהto be). When used in this way, the key words “about to”
may be used in your translation. Example: (note the words in the box)

וַיְׂ הִ יַ֣הַ שַ עַרַ֣לִ ְׂסגֹור
iii)

The gate was about to shut (Josh 2:5)

The Infinitive Construct may function like a (verbal) noun, often as the
subject or object of the verbal idea. It may or may not be prefixed with
the prepositionַ֣ ל
ְַׂ֣ ַ֣ when used in this way.ַ֣Example: (note the words in
the box)

טֹובַ֣לְׂ הֹ דֹותַ֣לַיהוָה
iv)

It is good to praise Yahweh.ַ֣(Ps 92:2)

The Infinitive Construct may be used to explain, clarify or complement
a preceding action or statement. It may or may not be prefixed with the
preposition ל
ְַׂ֣ . ַ֣ When used in this way, you can translate the Infinitive
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Construct with “by” plus the “-ing” form of the verb. Example: (note
the words in the box)

ַ֣תֽמצְׂ ֹותַ֣יְׂ הוָהַ֣אֱֹלהֶ יָך
ִ ֶוְׂ ׁשָ מַ ְׂרּתָ ַ֣א
ָל ֶלכֶםַ֣בִ ְׂד ָרכָיו

And you shall observe the
commandments ofַ֣ Yahweh your
God by walking in his ways.ַ֣
(Deut 8:6)

When prefixed with the prepositionsַ֣ ב
ְַׂ֣ ַ֣ or  ְַׂ֣ך, the Infinitive Construct
may be used in a temporal clause. When used in this way, the
prepositionsַ֣ ב
ְַׂ֣ ַ֣ and  ְַׂ֣ךare translated either “when” or “while.”
Frequently, in this construction, the Infinitive Construct will also have
a pronominal suffix. Example: (note the words in the box)

v)

וַיְׂ הִ יַ֣בִ ְׁׂשךֹ ןַ֣יִ ְׂש ָראֵ לַ֣בָ אָ ֶרץַ֣הַ הִ וא
vi)

When (while) Israel dwelt in that
land …ַ֣(Gen 35:22)

NOTE:
1) The Infinitive Construct is not inflected for person, gender or

number in order to indicate a verbal subject.
2) The Infinitive Construct is a tenseless verbal form. Because of this,

issues of tense (i.e., past, present or future) and verbal subject (if
any) must be taken from context.
3.3 The form of the Infinitive Absolute

The infinitive absolute is verbal noun. It may be used in conjunction with other
verbs to emphasize or intensify the verbal action. It may also be used in the
place of an imperative to express a command. The Infinitive Absolute is not
inflected for person, gender or number and so there is only one form to
memorize. This form is easy to identify and varies little with weak verbal roots.
i)

The table below presents infinitive contruct in comparison with
infinitive absolute of the verb “ ךָתַ בhe wrote”
Qal

Inf. Constr.
Inf. Abs.

Nif „al

הִ ךָתֵ ב ךִ תֹ ב
הִ ךָתֹ ב ךָתֹוב
נִ כְׂ ּתֹ ב

Pi „el

Pu „al

ךַּתֵ ב
ךַּתֹ ב
ךַּתֵ ב

ךֺּתֵ ב
ךֺּתֹ ב
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Hitpa „el

Hif „‟il

Hof „al

הַ כְׂ ִתיב הִ ְׂתךַּתֵ ב
הַ כְׂ תֵ ב הִ ְׂתךַּתֵ ב

הָ כְׂ תַ ב
הָ כְׂ תֵ ב

ii)

Some examples of infinite absolute (strong and weak verbs) are listed
in the table below:
Qal Perfect 3 ms
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

לָמַ ד
קָ ַרב
ׁשָ כַב
עָמַ ד
אָ כַל
אָ מַ ר
הָ לְַך
ָנפַל
נָתַ ן
הָ יָה

Translation
He learned
He drew near
He lay down
He stood
He ate
He said
He went, walked
He fell
He gave, set
He was

Infinite
Absolute

לָמֹוד
קָ רֹוב
ׁשָ כֹוב
עָמֹוד
אָ כֹול
אָ מֹול
הָ לֹוְך
נָפֹול
נָתֹון
ַ֣ הָ יֹוor ַ֣הָ יֹ ה

3.4 The functions of the Infinitive Absolute

i)

The Infinitive Absolute can precede or follow a Perfect or Imperfect
verbal form of the same root in order to emphasize the verbal meaning
(emphatic).

מֹותַּ֣תָ מות
you (2ms) will certainly die (2 Kgs 1:16)
ii)

The Infinitive Absolute can stand by itself and function as an
Imperative.

ׁשָ מֹורַ֣אֶ תֽיֹוםַ֣הַ שַ בָ ת
Observe the Sabbath day! (Deut 5:12)
iii)

Two Infinitive Absolutes can be used together with a Perfect or
Imperfect verb to express two verbal actions occurring simultaneously.

ַו ֵטלְֶךַ֣הָ לֹוְךַ֣וְׂ אָ כֹ ל
(literally) and he walked, walking and eating;
(idiomatically) and he walked, eating as he went (Judg 14:9)
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iv)

The Infinitive Absolute can complement the main verb of a sentence
and carry the temporal value of that main verb.

ָרגֹוםַ֣אֹ תֹוַ֣בָ אֲבָ נִ יםַ֣ךָלֽהָ עֵדָ ה
All of the congregation shall stone him with stones (Num 15:35).
3.5 The Forms of Participles

Participles are verbal adjectives. The Participle expresses some type of verbal
action such as “studying” or “learning.” Adjectivally, it is used much like a
Hebrew adjective: attributively, predicatively or substantively. The Participle
inflects like an adjective, with both gender and number. It is not inflected for
person. When translated, the Participle is shown as a verb with an “-ing” ending
(as in learning).
i)

QAL PARTICIPLE: STRONG VERBS. Participles are inflected for
gender and number but not for person. Example:
Active
(Singular)

Masculine
Feminine
Feminine

Participle Inflectional Endings (Singular)

ךֹ תֵ ב
ךֹ תֶ בֶ ת
ךֹ תָ בָ ה

ֶת
ָה

Active Participle (Plural)
Masculine
Feminine

ii)

ךֹ ְׂתבִ ים
ךֹ ְׂתבֹום

Inflectional Endings (Plural)

ִים
ֹות

QAL PARTICIPLE: WEAK VERBS. In the Qal stem, all Category IGuttural, Category I- נ, Category I- י, and Geminate weak verbs follow
the strong verb pattern.
3.5 The Functions of the Participles

There are three basic functions of participles in Hebrew: As Adjectives, Verbs
and Nouns.
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i)

Participles as Adjectives
a. Attributive Use - An active Participle directly modifies a noun. The
active Participle follows the noun it is modifying and matches the
noun in gender, number, and definiteness. Example:

הָ ִאיׁשַ֣הַ שֹ כֵבַ֣עִ םַ֣הָ ִאשָ ה

The man who lay with the woman
(Deut. 22:22)

b. Predicative use - The active Participle does not directly modify the
noun but asserts something about the noun and creates a
predication. The active Participle matches the noun in gender and
number but not definiteness (the active Participle never take a
definite article in this usage) which indicates a predicative
relationship. The active Participle does not have its own tense
which means that the tense must be taken from the context.
Example:

בָ רוְךַ֣אַ ּתָ הַ֣בָ עִ יר
ii)

Blessed shall you be in the city
(Deut. 28:3)

Participles as Verbs
Participles used as verbs are normally preceded by an expressed
subject, with which they must agree in gender and number. However,
particles used as verbs do not take the definite articles. Example:

וְׂ אַ בְׂ ָרהָ םַ֣עֹודֶ םוַ֣עֹ מֵ דַ֣לִ פְׂ נֵיַ֣יְׂ הוָה
iii)

And Abraham was still standing
before the LORD (Gen. 18:22)

Participles as Nouns
Participles as nouns indicate the “one who” or the “ones who” are
performing a certain action or exist in a certain atate of condition. Such
nouns may be definite or indefinite, masculine or feminine, singular or
plural, depending on the person or persons to whom they refer.
Example:
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וְׂ הָ לְׂ כוַׁ֣שָ םַ֣גְׂ אולִ ים

And the redeemed shall go (walk)
there (Isa.35:9)

4.0 SUMMARY

i)

The Infinitive Construct are verbal nouns wich can function much like
an English Infinitive, usually translated with the preposition “to” plus a
verb as in “to study” or “to learn.”

ii)

The Hebrew Infinitive Absolute has no real English counterpart. It
may be used in conjunction with other verbs to emphasize or intensify
the verbal action. It may also be used in the place of an Imperative to
express a command.

iii)

Participle is verbal adjectives. Verbally, the Participle expresses some
type of verbal action such as “studying” or “learning.” Adjectivally, it
is used much like a Hebrew adjective: attributively, predicatively or
substantively.

5.0 SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

(i) Write the Qal Infinitives for the following verbs:
Verb
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Infinitive
Construct

Infinitive
Absolute

ׁשָ ַפט
ךָתַ ב
קָ ַרב
מָ לְַך
פָקַ ד

(ii) Translate the following:

( לִ בַ קֵ ׁשַ֣אֶ תֽיְׂ הוָהַ֣צְׂ בָ אֹותַ֣בִ ירוׁשָ לָיִ םZech. 8:22)
( לְׂ הַ בְׂ ִדילַ֣בֵ יןַ֣הַ טֹוםַ֣ובֵ יןַ֣הַ כָיְׂ לָהGen.1:14)
תֽדבַ רַ֣יְׂ הוָה
ְׂ ֶ( לְׂ מַ כֵאַ֣א1kgs 2:27)
( לִ ְׂרדֹ ףַ֣אַ ח ֲֵריםJosh 8:16)
e. ( לְׂ דַ בֵ רַ֣דָ בָ רַ֣בִ ְׁׂש ִמיDeut 18:20)
a.
b.
c.
d.

6.0 VOCABULARY

 אָ בַ דHe perished

 י ַָרׁשHe possessed, subdued
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אָ סַ ף
בָ ַרח
חָ דַ ל
חָ טָ א
יָכֹ ל
ָילַד
יָסַ ף
י ַָרד

ךון
ָךלָה
מָ אַ ס
מָ כַר
נָטָ ה
רום
ָרפָא
ׁשָ תָ ה

He gathered
He fled
He ceased
He sinned, missed the mark
He was able
He begot (children)
He added
He went down

97

To be fixed, firm, established
Was completed, finished
He rejected, despised
He sold
He stretched out, ectended
To be high, exalted
He healed, cured
He drank
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INTRODUCTION

Hebrew verbs are classified as either “strong” or “weak”. A strong verb must
have three consonants in its Qal perfect third person masculine singular form,
the form under which it is listed in the lexicon. A verb is considered weak if one
or more of its consonants is a guttural ()אהחע ַ֣ר. A verb is also weak if it
begins with either י, ו, or נ, or if its second and third consonants are identical.
Subclasses of weak verbs include those that end with

ה, and those that either

begin or end with א.
2.0

OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
 Know the different between strong and weak verbs
 Identify the weak verbs
 List all the classes of the weak verbs
 Enumerate the characteristics of each class of weak verbs
3.0

MAIN CONTENT
3.1

Classification of weak verbs

Class

Example

Description
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Old
Designation

1

I-‟Alef

2

I-Guttural

אָ בַ ד

Guttural in the first

עָמַ ד

Guttural in the first

‟Pe Alef

root position א
root position

Pe Guttural

ע

3

II-Guttural

גָאַ ל

Guttural in second
root position

„Ayin Guttural

4

III-ח/ע

בָ ַרח

ח/ עin third root

Lamed Guttural

position
III-א

5

מָ צָ א

Lamed ‟Alef

 אin the third root
position

III-ה

6

בָ נָה

 הin the third root

Lamed He

position
I-י

7

יָׁשַ ב

 יin first root

Pe Yod/Pe Vav

position
I-נ

8

ָנפַל

 נin first root

Pe Nun

position
9

Doubly Weak

ָעלָה

10

Biconsonantal

קָ ם

Only two root
consonants

Ayin Vav/Ayin
Yod

11

Geminate

סָ בַ ב

Identical second and
third consonants

Double „Ayin

I-Guttural and III(for one example)

ה

Pe lamed
Guttural

Note: Pe = First; Ayin = Second; Lamed = Third
3.2

Characteristics of Gutturals

The guttural letters are  אהחעand sometimes ר. They are guttural letters
because they are pronounced from the throat (see Book I page 35ff for details).
Certain characteristics make them peculiar from other Hebrew consonants, as
follows:
i)

Gutturals cannot be doubled. They cannot accept a dagesh forte, which
calls for the lengthening of the preceding vowel, which otherwise
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would be left as a short vowel in an unaccented open syllable.
Example:
a. Patach is lengthened to Qamets (ַ to ָ )
b. Hireq is lengthened to Sere (ִ to ֵ)
c. Qibbuts is lengthened to Holem (ֺ to ַֹ֣ )

4.0

ii)

Gutturals usually take “a” class vowels.

iii)

Gutturals usually take compound shevas rather than simple shevas.
SUMMARY

This unit discussed the classification of weak verbs in Hebrew, and the
characteristics of gutturals. A verb is considered weak if one or more of its
consonants is a guttural ()אהחעַ֣ר. A verb is also weak if it begins with either י,

ו,

or נ, or if its second and third consonants are identical. Subclasses of weak

verbs include those that end with ה, and those that either begin or end with
5.0

UNIT EXERCISES
1) List the eleven classifications of the weak verb with an

example each.
2) What are the three characteristics of Hebrew Gutturals?
6.0

VOCABULARY

אָ חַ ז
ָגנַב
הָ פְַך
ָהַ֣רַַ֣ס
חָ גַר
חדֹ ׁש
חָ פֵץ
ע ַָרְך

אַ ְך

He seized, took
possession

אֱמונָה
בְׂ אֵ ר
בְׂ כֹור

He stole
He overturned, changed
He broke down,
destroyed

ְׂדבַ ׁש
חֹ ק
לָׁשֹון
מָ וֶת

He bound, girded
He renewd, repaired
He took delight in, deired
He arranged, set in order
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Surely, only
Faithfulness, fidelity (f)
Well (f)
First-born, oldest
Honey
Statute (f)
Tongue
Death

א.

אָ ז

ִמזְׂבֵ ַַ֣ח

Then
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Altar, place of sacrifice
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INTRODUCTION

If you have followed this course from the beginning, you would have noticed that
unlike the Biblical Greek where the verb as well as the noun is inflected, the verb is
the only portion of the Hebrew language that is inflected. This thus shows that the
study of the Hebrew verb is of prime importance in understanding the various
nuances of these verbs. In this unit, you will begin the study of the three
fundamental principles that are important and necessary for the proper understanding
of the Hebrew verb. Please note that despite the importance of the context, the context
still work in conjunction with these three principles.

2.0

OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit you should be able to:






Define the perfect state of the verb
Describe the imperfect state of the verb
Describe the concept of time in the Semitic mind
Identify the various moods of the Hebrew verb
Define each mood of the verb

3.0

MAIN CONTENT

3.1

The State of the Verb

The state of the verb is used to describe the action of the verb. There are however
only two concepts of action: complete or incomplete. The state of action wherein the
1

Adapted from CRS316 Hebrew Syntax
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writer wishes to express an action that has been completed in his mind, whether that
action is in the present, past or future time, it would be presented in the perfect state.
Thus, it is important in the translation of the Hebrew verb to interpret the condition of
the action and not the time of the action.
The other state is the imperfect state. This is used to describe the action that is
incomplete, continuing and incoming. It dosent matter whether it is an ongoing
action or repeated or connected in sequence in the past or in the future time.
The state of the verb is easily locatable by the form of the verb. You can go back to
the module two and read again the perfect and the imperfect form of the verb so that
you would be able to differentiate between the two states of the verb. However, the
perfect form is objective while the imperfect is subjective.
Please note that by virtue of the form, the imperative verb is derived from the
imperfect. The rationale is that since the imperative expresses a wish or command,
which is an action that is yet to be done, it has to be regarded as an incomplete action,
thus treated as the imperfect. Infinitives, on the other hand are not related to any of
the state of the verb. This is because though they develop as verbal forms, their
true nature is nominal or adverbial. They are thus treated as nouns or adverbs.
3.2

The Time of the Verb

Unlike the contemporary distinction of time in the verbs, the discernment of the time
of action in the Semitic mind is not of any vital importance. In interpreting or
translating, try to avoid placing any undue attention on the time of the action. As
have been explained earlier, try to look more for the state of the action and also
check whether the action is a single action that does not have direct relation to any
other action or whether it is viewed as an antecedent to another action.
3.3

The Mood of the Verb

Since actions were viewed as uncomplicated, dependent or volitional, the mood of
the verb is of tremendous importance to the Old Testament. Four classes of mood are
available in the Hebrew thought, and these are: the indicative mood, the subjunctive
mood, the imperative mood and the voluntative mood.
1)

The Indicative Mood

The indicative mood has no distinctive form to indicate its presence. This is because as
far as the Semitics are concerned; the perfect state of the verb is the indicative mood,
since no contingency or volition can alter an action that is already completed.
2)

The Subjunctive Mood
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This is the mood of contingency. This contingency may be either in form of
dependency or condition. These contingencies or conditions may be classed as
follows: possibilities, desirabilities or responsibilities. In the form, there would be a
particle to indicate the presence of the condition but it is also possible that the
condition may be disclosed only through the context. Please, do not expect an
external condition for each subjunctive mood.
3) The Imperative Mood
This is the mood of command or strong desire. The positive commands are expressed
by the imperative mood. Note, however, that the negative commands, that is,
prohoibitions, are expressed by the imperfect form along with a particle of negation
in an imperative context. Please, note that any imperfect form in an imperative
context may be in the imperative mood.
4) The Voluntative Mood
This is the mood that is used to express the volition of the speaker. The
cohortative and the jussive belong to this mood. These two are used to express desire
or urgency. Please take note that the cohortative is the voluntative mood in the first
person and the jussive is the voluntative mood in the second or third person.
While the cohortative is indicated by the addition of

 ָ הto the imperfect form followed

most of the time by the voluntative particle ַ֣ ַָ֣נַ֣אthe jussive is indicated by an internal
vowel change or the specific negative or just by the context alone. Please note that it is
not only in the voluntative mood that the
internal vowel change can occur.

4.0

CONCLUSION

In this unit you have been told that syntactically, three elements of the Hebrew verb
are very important, and these are the state, the time and the mood of the verb. You
have also learnt that there are two states: the perfect and the imperfect. You have also
learnt that unlike most modern languages that see the time of the verb in terms of
present, past and the future, in the Hebrew language, what is important is the
relationship of the action in the verb to another action, that is, whether it is
contemporaneous or antecedent or subsequent. You have also learnt that there are four
types of mood in the Hebrew verb, namely: indicative, subjunctive, imperative and
voluntative.

5.0

SUMMARY

The following are the major points you have learnt in this unit:
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 The three elements of the Hebrew verb that are very important are the state,
the time and the mood of the verb.
 There are two states of the verb: the perfect and the imperfect.
 Unlike most modern languages, the Semitic Hebrew did not see the time of
the verb in terms of present, past and the future.
 What is important in the verb is the relationship of the action in the verb to
another action, that is, whether it is contemporaneous or
 antecedent or subsequent.
 There are four types of mood in the Hebrew verb, namely:
 indicative, subjunctive, imperative and voluntative.
 The perfect state of the verb is always in the indicative mood
 The subjunctive mood is the mood of dependency or condition
 The imperative mood is the mood of command or strong desire
 The voluntative mood expresses the volition of the speaker.

6.0

TUTOR-MARK ED ASSIGNMENT

Discuss each of the mood and their functions.

7.0
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Hebrew does not have a separate set of numerical symbols. The cardinal
numbers are used for counting and the ordinal numbers are used to indicate
position in a series.
2.0 OBJECTIVES
 By the end of this unit you should be able to:
 Identify cardinal numbers
 Identify ordinal numbers

 Write the numbers in the construct and the absolute forms
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Cardinal Numbers

i)

The table below presents the masculine and feminine cardinal
numerals (1-10) in their absolute and construct states.
Masculine
One

Feminine

Absolute

Construct

Absolute

Construct

דָ חֶ א

אַ חַ ד

אַ חַ ת

אַ חַ ת
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ְׁׂשּתֵ י
ְׁׂשֹלׁשֶ ת
אַ ְׂרבַ עַת
חֲמֵ ׁשֶ ת
ׁשֵ ׁשֶ ת
ִׁשבְׂ עַת
ְׁׂשמֹ נַת
ִּת ְׁׂשעַת
עֲשֶ ֶרת

ְׁׂשּתַ יִם
ְׁׂשֹלׁשָ ה
אַ רבָ עָה
ח ֲִמשָ ה
ִׁששָ ה
ִׁשבְׂ עָה
ְׁׂשמֹ נָה
ִּת ְׁׂשעָה
עֲשָ ָרה

ְׁׂשנֵי
ְׁׂשֹלׁש
אַ ְׂרבַ ע
חֲמֵ ׁש
ׁשֵ ׁש
ְׁׂשבַ ע
ְׁׂשמֹ נֵה
ְּׂתׁשַ ע
עֶשֶ ר

ְׁׂשנַיִ ם
ׁשָ ֹלׁש
אַ ְׂרבַ ע
חָ מֵ ׁש
ׁשֵ ׁש
ׁשֶ בַ ע
ְׁׂשמֹ נֶה
ּתֵ ׁשַ ע
עֶשֶ ר

Two
Three
Four
Five
Six
Seven
Eight
Nine
Ten

Cardinal numbers 11-19 are presented below:
With Feminine Nouns

With Masculine Nouns

אַ חַ תַ֣ע ְֶׂש ֵרה
ע ְַׁׂשּתֵ יַ֣ע ְֶׂש ֵרה
ְׁׂשּתֵ יַ֣ע ְֶׂש ֵרה
ְׁׂשּתֵ יםַ֣ע ְֶׂש ֵרה
ְׁׂשֹלׁשַ֣ע ְֶׂש ֵרה
אַ ְׂרבַ עַ֣ע ְֶׂש ֵרה
חֲמֵ ׁשַ֣ע ְֶׂש ֵרה
ׁשֵ ׁשַ֣ע ְֶׂש ֵרה
ְׁׂשבַ עַ֣ע ְֶׂש ֵרה
ְׁׂשמֹ נֶהַ֣ע ְֶׂש ֵרה
ְּׂתׁשַ עַ֣ע ְֶׂש ֵרה

אַ חַ דַ֣עָשָ ר
ע ְַׁׂשּתֵ יַ֣עָשָ ר
ְׁׂשנֵיַ֣עָשָ ר
ְׁׂשנֵיםַ֣עָשָ ר
ְׁׂשֹלׁשָ הַ֣עָשָ ר
אַ ְׂרבָ עָהַ֣עָשָ ר
ח ֲִמשָ הַ֣עָשָ ר
ִׁששָ הַ֣עָשָ ר
ִׁשבְׂ עָהַ֣עָשָ ר
ְׁׂשמֹ נָהַ֣עָשָ ר
ִּת ְׁׂשעָהַ֣עָשָ ר

Eleven

Twelve

Thirteen
Fourteen
Fifteen
Sixteen
Seventeen
Eighteen
Nineteen

Cardinal numbers 20-99 are presented below:
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)i

)ii

ע ְֶׂש ִרים
ֹלׁשים
ִ ְׁׂש
אַ ְׂרבָ עִ ים
ח ֲִל ִשים
ִׁש ִשים
ִׁשבְׂ עִ ים
ְׁׂשמֹ נִ ים
ִּת ְׁׂשעִ ים

Twenty
Thirty
Forty
Fifty
Sixty
Seventy
Eighty
Ninety
iii)

Cardinal numbers 100 and above are presented below:
One Hundred
Two Hundred
Three Hundred
One Thousand
Two Thousand
Three Thousand
Ten Thousand
Twenty Thousand
Thirty Thousand

מֵ אָ ה
מָ אתַ יִם
ְׁׂשֹלׁשַ֣מֵ אֹות
אֶ לֶף
אַ לְׂ פַיִ ם
ְׁׂשֹלׁשֶ הַ֣ ֲאלָפִ ם
ְׂרבָ בָ ה
ִרבֹותַ יִ ם
ֹלׁשַ֣רבֹות
ִ ְׁׂש

3.2 Ordinal Numbers

An ordinal numeral expresses consecution or position in a series, as first,
second, third, etc. Example:

First

Masculine

Feminine

ִראׁשֹון

ִראׁשֹונָה
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Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth
Sixth
Seventh
Eighth
Nineth
Tenth

ׁשֵ נִ י
יׁשי
ִ ְִׁׂשל
ְׂרבִ יעִ י
יׁשי
ִ ח ֲִמ
ִׁש ִשי
ְׁׂשבִ יעִ י
ְׁׂש ִמינִי
ְּׂת ִׁשיעִ י
ע ֲִש ִירי

ׁשֵ נִ ית
יׁשית
ִ ְִׁׂשל
ְׂרבִ יעִ ית
יׁשית
ִ ח ֲִמ
ִׁש ִשית
ְׁׂשבִ יעִ ית
ְׁׂש ִמינִ ית
ְּׂת ִׁשיעִ ית
ע ֲִש ִירית

3.3 Notes

i) The number One is classified as an adjective. It follows the noun it
modifies and agrees with it in gender.
Example:  יֹוםַ֣אֶ חָ דOne day, ּתֹורהַ֣אַ חַ ת
ָ One Law
ii) The numbers 2 – 10 also function as adjectives, although they are

classified as nouns. In their absolute forms, they may stand either before
or after the nouns they modify. In their construct forms, however, they
must stand before the nouns they modify.
Absolute
a.
b.

Construct

 ְׁׂשנַיִ םַ֣ ֲאנ ִָׁשיםtwo men
 ְׁׂשנֵיַ֣ ֲאנ ִָׁשיםtwo men
יםַׁ֣שּתַ יִם
ְׂ  נ ִָׁשtwo women (wives)  ְׁׂשּתֵ יַ֣נ ִָׁשיםtwo women (wives)

iii) The absolute and construct forms of Hebrew numbers can be used
interchangeably, with no apparent difference in meaning.
Absolute
a.

Construct

 ְׁׂשֹלׁשָ הַ֣י ִָמיםthree days

 ְׁׂשֹלׁשֶ תַ֣י ִָמיםthree days
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b.

 ְׁׂשֹלׁשָ הַ֣ ֲאנ ִָׁשיםthree men

 ְׁׂשֹלׁשֶ תַ֣ ֲאנ ִָׁשיםthree men

iv) Because Hebrew numbers are nouns, the numbers from 2 – 10 may
receive pronominal suffixes. Suffixes can only be added to the construct
forms of the numerals. Most of these occur with the number 2.
Examples:

 ְׁׂשנֵינוthe two of us (Gen. 31:37)
ְׁׂשנֵיכֶם
the two of you (Gen.27:45)
ְׁׂשנֵיהֶ ם
the two of them (Gen.2:25)
4.0 SUMMARY

Whereas the cardinal numbers are used for counting, the ordinal numbers are
used to indicate position in a series.
5.0 SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES
1) Write out the Hebrew words for the following numbers without

looking at the textbook
With Masculine Nouns

With Feminine Nouns

Twelve
Fourteen
Sixteen
Eighteen
Nineteen
2) Do a full inflection of the following Hebrew numbers without

looking at the text book
Masculine
Absolute

Feminine

Construct

One
Three
Five
Seven
Nine
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Absolute

Construct

3) Translate the following ordinal Hebrew numbers to English;

indicate whether it is masculine or feminine.
English

Hebrew

ִׁש ִשית
ְׁׂשבִ יעִ י
ְּׂת ִׁשיעִ י
ע ֲִש ִירית
ִראׁשֹונָה
יׁשית
ִ ְִׁׂשל
ְׂרבִ יעִ י
6.0 VOCABULARY

אָ כַל
ָגנַב
ְׂדמות
דַ ַעת
הַ טֹום
הֵ יכָל
חֹ דֶ ׁש
חֹומָ ה
ךָתַ ב

ָלכֵן
מַ לְׂ ךות
ֶנגֶב
נָתַ ן
ָעמַ ד
עָשָ ה
צ ֹאן
צַ ִדיק
צֶ לֶם

He ate
He stole
Likeness, image (f)
Knowledge (f)
Today
Temple
New moon, month
Wall (f)
He wrote
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Therefore
Kingdom (f)
Negev, dry country, south
He gave
He stood
He did, made
Flock, sheep
Righteous one
Image, likeness

)TRANSLATION EXERCISE (I

UNIT 20

Translate Genesis 37:1-36 to English using the table of Shoresh/Vocabulary provided
below:

ָּ Genesis 37:1-36
גוריַ֣אָ בִ יו--בְׂ אֶ ֶרץַ֣,ךְׂ ָנעַן.
ץַ֣מ ֵ
 .1אַַַ֣֣֣ ַוטֵׁשֶ בַ֣ ַיעֲקֹ בַ֣,בְׂ אֶ ֶר ְׂ
 .2בַַַ֣֣֣אֵ כֶהַּ֣תֹ לְׂ דֹותַ֣ ַיעֲקֹ בַ֣,יֹוסֵ ףַ֣בֶ ןְׁׂ -שבַ ע-ע ְֶׂש ֵרהַׁ֣שָ נָהַ֣הָ יָהַ֣רֹ עֶהַ֣אֶ ת-אֶ חָ יוַ֣בַ צ ֹאןַ֣,וְׂ הואַ֣ ַנעַרַ֣
םַ֣רעָהַ֣,אֶ ל-אֲ בִ יהֶ ם.
אֶ ת-בְׂ נֵיַ֣בִ לְׂ הָ הַ֣וְׂ אֶ ת-בְׂ נֵיַ֣זִלְׂ פָהַ֣,נְׂ ׁשֵ יַ֣אָ בִ יו;ַ֣ ַוטָבֵ אַ֣יֹוסֵ ףַ֣אֶ תִ -דבָ תָ ַָ֣
ףַ֣מךָל-בָ נָיו--ךִ י-בֶ ן-זְׂקֺ נִיםַ֣הואַ֣,לֹו;ַ֣וְׂ עָשָ הַ֣לֹוַ֣,ךְׂ תֹ נֶתַ֣פ ִַמים.
 .3ג ַַַ֣֣֣וְׂ יִ ְׂש ָראֵ לַ֣,אָ הַ בַ֣אֶ ת-יֹוסֵ ִ
םַ֣מךָל-אֶ חָ יו--וַטִ ְׂשנְׂ אוַ֣,אֹ תֹו;ַ֣וְׂ ל ֹאַ֣יָכְׂ לוַ֣,דַ בְׂ רֹוַ֣לְׂ ׁשָ ֹלם.
 .4דַַַ֣֣֣וַטִ ְׂראוַ֣אֶ חָ יוַ֣,ךִ י-אֹ תֹוַ֣אָ הַ בַ֣אֲבִ יהֶ ִ
פוַ֣עֹודַ֣,שנ ֹאַ֣אֹ תֹו.
ְׂ
ַטֹוס
 .5הַַַ֣֣֣ ַו ַטחֲֹלםַ֣יֹוסֵ ףַ֣חֲלֹוםַ ַ֣,ו ַטגֵדַ֣לְׂ אֶ חָ יו;ַ֣ו ִ
 .6ו ַַַ֣֣֣ ַוט ֹאמֶ רֲ ַ֣,אלֵיהֶ םִׁ ַַ֣֣:ש ְׂמעו-נָאַ֣,הַ חֲלֹוםַ֣הַ זֶהַ֣אֲׁשֶ רַ֣חָ ל ְָׂמ ִּתי.
נוַ֣מאַ כְׂ ִמיםַ֣אֲ ל ִֺליםַ֣,בְׂ תֹוְךַ֣הַ שָ דֶ הַ֣,וְׂ הִ םֵהַ֣קָ מָ הַ֣ ֲאלֺלָ ִתיַ֣,וְׂ ַַ֣גם-נִצָ בָ ה;ַ֣וְׂ הִ םֵהַ֣
 .7ז ַַַ֣֣֣וְׂ הִ םֵהַ֣ ֲאנַחְׂ ְׂ
ְׂתסֺבֶ ינָהַ֣ ֲאלֺלֹ תֵ יכֶםַ֣,ו ִַּת ְׁׂשּתַ ֲחוֶיןַָ֣ ַל ֲאלֺלָ ִתי.
פוַ֣עֹודַ֣שנ ֹאַ֣אֹ תֹוַ֣,
ְׂ
ַטֹוס
ׁשֹולַּ֣ת ְׂמׁשֹ לַ֣בָ נו;ַ֣ו ִ
ִ
ֵינוַ֣,אם-מָ
ִ
ֹלְךַּ֣ת ְׂמֹלְךַ֣ ָעל
ִ
ֹאמרוַ֣לֹוַ֣,אֶ חָ יוַ֣,הֲמָ
 .8חַַַ֣֣֣ ַוט ְׂ
עַל-חֲֹלמֹ תָ יוַ֣וְׂ עַלְׂ -דבָ ָריו.
 .9טַַַ֣֣֣ ַו ַטחֲֹלםַ֣עֹודַ֣ חֲלֹוםַ֣אַ חֵ רַ֣,וַיְׂסַ פֵרַ֣אֹ תֹוַ֣לְׂ אֶ חָ יו;ַ֣ ַוט ֹאמֶ רַ֣,הִ םֵהַ֣חָ ל ְַׂמ ִּתיַ֣חֲלֹוםַ֣עֹודַ֣,וְׂ הִ םֵהַ֣
יםַ֣,מ ְׁׂשּתַ חֲוִ יםַ֣לִ י.
ִ
הַ שֶ מֶ ׁשַ֣וְׂ הַ ט ֵָרחַ ַ֣וְׂ אַ חַ דַ֣עָשָ רַ֣ךֹוכָבִ
ֲלֹוםַ֣הזֶהַ֣אֲׁשֶ רַ֣
ַַ֣
ֵרַ֣אֶ ל-אָ בִ יוַ֣,וְׂ אֶ ל-אֶ חָ יוַ֣,וַטִ גְׂ עַר-בֹוַ֣אָ בִ יוַ ַ֣,וט ֹאמֶ רַ֣לֹוַ֣מָ הַ֣הַ ח
.10יַַ֣֣וַיְׂסַ פ ַ֣
חָ ל ְָׂמּתָ ַַ֣֣:הֲבֹואַ֣נָבֹואַ֣,אֲנִיַ֣וְׂ ִא ְׂלָךַ֣וְׂ אַ חֶ יָךַ֣,לְׂ הִ ְׁׂשּתַ חֲֹותַ֣לְׂ ָךַ֣,אָ ְׂרצָ ה.
.11יאַַ֣֣וַיְׂ קַ נְׂ ַ֣או-בֹוַ֣,אֶ חָ יו;ַ֣וְׂ אָ בִ יוַׁ֣,שָ מַ רַ֣אֶ ת-הַ דָ בָ ר.
כוַ֣,אֶ חָ יוַ֣,לִ ְׂרעֹותַ֣אֶ ת-צ ֹאןַ֣אֲבִ יהֶ םַ֣,בִ ְׁׂשכֶם.
.12יבַַ֣֣ ַוטֵלְׂ ַ֣
.13יגַַ֣֣ ַוט ֹאמֶ ַ֣רַ֣יִ ְׂש ָראֵ לַ֣אֶ ל-יֹוסֵ ףַ֣,הֲלֹואַ֣אַ חֶ יָךַ֣רֹ עִ יםַ֣בִ ְׁׂשכֶם--לְׂ כָהַ֣,וְׂ אֶ ְׁׂש ָלחֲָךַ֣ ֲאלֵיהֶ ם;ַ֣ ַוט ֹאמֶ רַ֣
לֹוַ֣,הִ םֵנִי.
ָאַ֣ראֵ הַ֣אֶ תְׁׂ -שלֹוםַ֣אַ חֶ יָךַ֣וְׂ אֶ תְׁׂ -שלֹוםַ֣הַ צ ֹאןַ ַ֣,וה ֲִׁשבֵ נִ יַ֣,דָ בָ ר;ַ֣וַטִ ְׁׂשלָחֵ הוַ֣
.14ידַַ֣֣ ַוט ֹאמֶ ַ֣רַ֣לֹוַ֣,לְֶך-נ ְׂ
ֹאַׁ֣שכֶמָ ה.
מֵ עֵמֶ קַ֣חֶ בְׂ רֹוןַ ַ֣,ו ָטב ְׂ
הוַ֣איׁשַ֣,וְׂ הִ םֵהַ֣תֹ עֶהַ֣בַ שָ דֶ ה;ַ֣וַטִ ְׁׂשאָ לֵהוַ֣הָ ִאיׁשַ֣לֵאמֹ רַ֣,מַ הְּׂ -תבַ קֵ ׁש.
.15טוַַ֣֣וַטִ ְׂמצָ ַ֣אֵ ִ
יַ֣מבַ קֵ ׁש;ַ֣הַ גִ ידָ ה-םָאַ֣לִ יַ֣,אֵ יפֹ הַ֣הֵ םַ֣רֹ עִ ים.
.16טזַַ֣֣ ַוט ֹאמֶ ַ֣רַ֣,אֶ ת-אַ חַ יַ֣אָ נֹ כִ ְׂ
עוַ֣מזֶה--ךִ יַׁ֣שָ מַ עְׂ ִּתיַ֣אֹ ְׂמ ִריםַ֣,נ ְֵַׂ֣לכָהַ֣דֹ תָ יְׂ נָה;ַ֣ ַו ֵטלְֶךַ֣יֹוסֵ ףַ֣אַ חַ רַ֣אֶ חָ יוַ֣,
.17יזַַ֣֣ ַוט ֹאמֶ ַ֣רַ֣הָ ִאיׁשַ֣,נ ְָׂס ִ
וַטִ ְׂמצָ אֵ םַ֣בְׂ דֹ תָ ן.
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אוַ֣אֹ תֹוַ֣,מֵ ָרחֹ ק;ַ֣ובְׂ טֶ ֶרםַ֣יִ קְׂ ַרבַ֣ ֲאלֵיהֶ םַ֣,וַטִ ְׂתנַךְׂ לוַ֣אֹ תֹוַ֣ ַלה ֲִמיתֹו.
.18יחַַ֣֣וַטִ ְׂר ַ֣
רוַ֣,איׁשַ֣אֶ ל-אָ חִ יוַַ֣֣:הִ םֵהַ֣,בַ עַלַ֣הַ חֲֹלמֹותַ֣הַ ָכזֶה--בָ א.
ֹאמ ַ֣ ִ
.19יטַַ֣֣ ַוט ְׂ
ָהַ֣רעָהַ֣ ֲא ָכל ְָׂתהו;ַ֣וְׂ נִ ְׂראֶ הַ֣,
הַ֣לְׂ כוַ֣וְׂ נַהַ ְׂרגֵהוַ֣,וְׂ נ ְַׁׂשלִ כֵהוַ֣בְׂ אַ חַ דַ֣הַ בֹ רֹותַ֣,וְׂ אָ מַ ְׂרנוַ֣,חַ ט ָ
.20כַַ֣֣ וְׂ עַּתָ ַ֣
מַ ה-טִ הְׂ יוַ֣חֲֹלמֹ תָ יו.
ֵהוַ֣מטָדָ ם;ַ֣ ַוט ֹאמֶ רַ֣,ל ֹאַ֣ ַנךֶםוַ֣ ָנפֶׁש.
עַ֣ראובֵ ןַ ַ֣,וטַצִ ל ִ
.21כאַַ֣֣וַטִ ְׁׂשמַַ֣ ְׂ
םַ֣ראובֵ ןַ֣,אַ לִּ -ת ְׁׂשפְׂ כו-דָ ם--הַ ְׁׂשלִ יכוַ֣אֹ תֹוַ֣אֶ ל-הַ בֹורַ֣הַ זֶהַ֣אֲׁשֶ רַ֣בַ ִל ְׂדבָ רַ֣,
.22כבַַ֣֣ ַוט ֹאמֶ ַ֣רַ֣ ֲאלֵהֶ ְׂ
תֹוַ֣מטָדָ םַ ַ֣,לה ֲִׁשיבֹוַ֣,אֶ ל-אָ בִ יו.
וְׂ יָדַ֣אַ לִּ -ת ְׁׂשלְׂ חו-בֹוַַ֣֣:לְׂ מַ עַןַ֣,הַ צִ ילַ֣אֹ ִ
ֺּתנְׂ ּתֹוַ֣,אֶ ת-ךְׂ תֹ נֶתַ֣הַ פ ִַמיםַ֣
.23כגַַ֣֣וַיְׂ הִ יַַ֣֣,ךַאֲ ׁשֶ ר-בָ אַ֣יֹוסֵ ףַ֣אֶ ל-אֶ חָ יו;ַ֣ ַוטַפְׂ ִׁשיטוַ֣אֶ ת-יֹוסֵ ףַ֣אֶ ת-ך ַָ֣
אֲׁשֶ רַ֣ ָעלָיו.
בֹורַ֣רקַ֣,אֵ יןַ֣בֹוַ֣מָ יִם.
ֵ
.24כדַַ֣֣וַטִ קָ חַֺ֣הוַ --וט ְַׁׂשלִ כוַ֣אֹ תֹוַ֣,הַ בֹ ָרה;ַ֣וְׂ הַ
הַ֣מגִ לְׂ עָד;ַ֣
בוֶ ַ֣,ל ֱאכָל-לֶחֶ םַ֣,וַטִ ְׂשאוַ֣עֵינֵיהֶ םַ֣וַטִ ְׂראוַ֣,וְׂ הִ םֵהַ֣אֹ ְׂרחַ תַ֣יִ ְׁׂש ְׂמעֵאלִ יםַ֣בָ אָ ִ
.25כהַַ֣֣ ַוט ְֵׁׂש ַ֣
ידַ֣מצְׂ ָריְׂ מָ ה.
הֹור ִ
וגְׂ מַ כֵיהֶ םַ֣נֹ ְׂש ִאיםַ֣,נְׂ כ ֹאתַ֣וצְׂ ִריַ֣וָֹלט--הֹולְׂ כִ יםַ֣,לְׂ ִ
.26כוַַ֣֣ ַוט ֹאמֶ ַ֣רַ֣יְׂ הודָ הַ֣,אֶ ל-אֶ חָ יוַַ֣֣:מַ ה-בֶ צַ עַ֣,ךִ יַ֣ ַנהֲרֹ גַ֣אֶ ת-אָ חִ ינוַ֣,וְׂ כִ ִמינוַ֣,אֶ ת-דָ מֹו.
.27כזַַ֣֣לְׂ כוַ֣וְׂ ַ֣נִ ְׂמךְׂ ֶרםוַ֣לַטִ ְׁׂש ְׂמעֵאלִ יםַ֣,וְׂ יָדֵ נוַ֣אַ לְּׂ -תהִ י-בֹוַ֣,ךִ י-אָ חִ ינוַ֣בְׂ שָ ֵרנוַ֣,הוא;ַ֣וַטִ ְׁׂש ְׂמעוַ֣,
אֶ חָ יו.
ףַ֣מן-הַ בֹורַ֣,וַטִ ְׂמךְׂ רוַ֣אֶ ת-יֹוסֵ ףַ֣
יםַ֣מ ְׂדיָנִ יםַ֣סֹ ח ֲִריםַ֣,וַטִ ְׂמ ְׁׂשכוַ֣ ַו ַטעֲלוַ֣אֶ ת-יֹוסֵ ִ
.28כחַַ֣֣ ַו ַטעַבְׂ ַ֣רוַ֣ ֲאנ ִָׁש ִ
ףַ֣,מצְׂ ָריְׂ מָ ה.
לַטִ ְׁׂש ְׂמעֵאלִ יםַ֣,בְׂ ע ְֶׂש ִריםַ֣ךָסֶ ף;ַ֣ ַוטָבִ יאוַ֣אֶ ת-יֹוסֵ ִ
בַ֣ראובֵ ןַ֣אֶ ל-הַ בֹורַ֣,וְׂ הִ םֵהַ֣אֵ ין-יֹוסֵ ףַ֣בַ בֹור;ַ֣וַטִ קְׂ ַרעַ֣,אֶ ת-בְׂ גָדָ יו.
.29כטַַ֣֣ ַוטָׁשָ ַ֣ ְׂ
.30לַַ֣֣ ַוטָׁשָ בַ֣אֶַ֣ ל-אֶ חָ יוַ ַ֣,וט ֹאמַ רַַ֣֣:הַ ֶטלֶדַ֣אֵ ינֶםוַ ַ֣,ו ֲאנִ יַ֣אָ נָהַ֣אֲנִ י-בָ א.
ַטִטבְׂ לוַ֣אֶ ת-הַ ךֺּתֹ נֶתַ֣בַ דָ ם.
ֲטוַ֣שעִ ירַ֣עִ זִיםַ֣,ו ְׂ
חוַ֣,אֶ ת-ךְׂ תֹ נֶתַ֣יֹוסֵ ף;ַ֣וַטִ ְׁׂשח ְׂ
.31לאַַ֣֣וַטִ קְׂ ַ֣
ֹאמרוַ֣,ז ֹאתַ֣מָ צָ אנוַַ֣֣:הַ ךֶר-נָאַ֣,
.32לבַַ֣֣וַיְׂ ׁשַ כְַׂ֣חוַ֣אֶ ת-ךְׂ תֹ נֶתַ֣הַ פ ִַמיםַ ַ֣,וטָבִ יאוַ֣אֶ ל-אֲבִ יהֶ םַ ַ֣,וט ְׂ
הַ ךְׂ תֹ נֶתַ֣בִ נְׂ ָךַ֣הִ ואִ --אם-ל ֹא.
ָהַ֣רעָהַ֣ ֲא ָכל ְָׂתהו;ַ֣טָ רֹ ףַ֣טֹ ַרףַ֣,יֹוסֵ ף.
.33לגַַ֣֣ ַוטַךִ ָירַ֣הַ֣ ַוט ֹאמֶ רַ֣ךְׂ תֹ נֶתַ֣בְׂ נִיַ֣,חַ ט ָ
יםַ֣רבִ ים.
בַ֣ש ְׂמֹלתָ יוַ ַ֣,וטָשֶ םַ֣שַ קַ֣בְׂ מָ ְׂתנָיו;ַ֣וַטִ ְׂתאַ בֵ לַ֣עַל-בְׂ נֹוַ֣,י ִָמ ַ
.34לדַַ֣֣וַטִ קְׂ ַרַ֣עַ֣ ַיעֲקֹ ִ
מוַ֣כָל-בָ נָיוַ֣וְׂ כָל-בְׂ נֹ תָ יוַ֣לְׂ ַנחֲמֹוַ֣,וַיְׂ מָ אֵ ןַ֣לְׂ הִ ְׂתנַחֵ םַ ַ֣,וט ֹאמֶ רַ֣,ךִ י-אֵ ֵרדַ֣אֶ ל-בְׂ נִיַ֣אָ בֵ לַ֣
.35להַַ֣֣ ַוטָקֺ ַ֣
ְׁׂשאֹ לָה;ַ֣ ַוטֵבְׂ יְׂ ַ֣אֹ תֹוַ֣,אָ בִ יו.
ַרַ֣ס ִריסַ֣פ ְַׂרעֹ הַ֣,שַ רַ֣הַ חַ בָ חִ ים{ַַ֣֣.פ}
פֹוטיפ ְׂ
.36לוַַ֣֣וְׂ הַ ְׂלדָ ַ֣נִים--מָ כְׂ רוַ֣אֹ תֹוַ֣,אֶ לִ -מצְׂ ָריִ םַַ֣֣:לְׂ ִ
Shoresh/Vocabulary
113

Genesis 37:1-36

ֲאלֺלַ ה
ֲא ַַ֜נחְׂ נו
ִאיׁש
ִאשָ ה
ֵ ֵ֥אין
יפה
ֹ ֹ֖ ֵא
אֵ כֶה
אֶ ם
אֶ ֶרץ
אַ ַחד
אַ ַחר
אָ ב
אָ ֵבֹ֖ל
אָ ח
אָ ן
אָ נֹ ִכי
אֹ ְׂרחָ ה

בֵ ן
ֶּ֗ ֶבצַ ע
בֶ גֶד
ַ ַּ֛ב ַעל
בָ כָה
בָ שָ ר
בֹור
בוא

Sheaf
We
Man
woman, wife, female
Not
Where
These
Mother

בקׁש
גַם
גִ לְׂ ָעד
גָמָ ל
געל
ִדבָ ה
דָ ם
דֹ תָ ן
דָ ם

Land
One
After
Father
Mourning
Brother
Where
I
Travelling Company,
caravan

 אבלto mourn
 אהבLove

Son
unjust gain, profit
Cloth
Owner
to weep, lament
Flesh
pit
to come, go, to bring
near
to seek
Also
Gilead
Camel
to rebuke
Report
Blood
Dothan
Blood

 דברto speak, word, thing
 הֲל֤ ֹואindeed....is it
not....aren't..

אח
אחד
אכל
אלמ
אמר
אׁשר
בְׂ תֹוְך
בִ לְׂ ָהַּ֛ה
ח ֲ֔לֹום
חֶ בְׂ ֔רֹון

הִ ֵםּנִ י
הִ םֵה
היי
הלכ
הרג
זִלְׂ פָ ֹ֖ה
זֶה
זָקֶ ן
לֶחֶ ם
ֹלט

Brother
one, another
to eat, devoour
to bind
to say, to reply
which, that
in the midst of
Bilhah
Dream
Hebron
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I am ready
here was
to be
go, come
kill, slay
Zilpah
This
Old
Bread
Myrrh

חַ טָה
חוה
חלמ
טֶ ֶרם
טבל
טרף
הודה
ֹ֖ ָ ְׂי
יִ ְׁׂש ְׂמ ֵעאלִ֔ ים
יִ ְׂש ָראֵ ל
ֶילֶד
ַיעֲקֹ֔ ב
יָד
י ֵָר ַַ֣ח
יֹוסֵ ף
יכל
יספ
ירר
יׁשב
ךְׂ ָ ּנעַן׃
ךְׂ תֹ נֶת
ךָ ָּ֑סֶ ף
ךֹוכָב
כסי
לְׂ ֶּ֗ ַמ ַען
נכל
נכר
נסע
נצב
נצל
נשא

לקח
ִמ ְׂדבָ ה
ִמ ְׂדי ַ֜ ִָנים
ִמךָל
ִמצְׂ ָריִ מ
מֶ לֶך
מַ ה
ָ ּמיִ ם
מָ גור

Beast
to bow down
to dream
not yet, before that
to dip
tear, rend, pluck
Judah
Ishmaelites
Israel
child, boy
Jacob
Hand
Moon
Joseph
be able
to add, do again
to come down, bring down,
go down
to sit, dwell
Canaan
Tunic, coat
Silver, money
Star
to cover, to conceal
for the sake of, so that
to plot against, conspire
identify, recognise, examine,
know, be acquainted

מאנ
מֹותֵ ין
מות
מכר
מלכ
מצא
מׁשכ
מׁשל
ַ֣נְׂ כ ֹאת
ֶנפֶׁש
ַנ ַער
נָה
נגד
נחמ
נכה
פׁשט
צ ֹאן
צֹ ִרי
קומ
קנא
קרב

to journey
to stand upright
to deliver, save
to lift up, bear, carry
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Take
Wilderness
Midianites
more than, from all
Egypt
King
What
Water
sojourning place,
dwelling place
to refuse
Loins
to die, kill
to sell
to be king, to rule
to find
to draw
to rule, govern
Spices
life, soul
Boy, young
please, pray
to declare, tell
to console, comfort
smite with sword, kill
to strip off
Sheep & Goat, flock
Balm
to stand up, go up
to be jealous
to come near, kill, slay

 ְׂס ִריסOfficer, eunuch
 סבבto surround, turn round,

 קרעto tear
אובן
ֵ ֔  ְׂרReuben

change

סחר
ספר
עֹ֖ ֹוד
עִ ֔ ִזים
ֵעמֶ ק
ע ְֶׂש ִרים
עֶשֶ ר
ַעיִ ן
ָעל
עבר
עוד
עלי
עשה
עשר
פ ְַׂרעֹ֔ ה
פֹוטי ַפ ַ֣ר
ִ
פס
ׁשבע
ׁשוב
ׁשחט
ׁשלומ
ׁשלח
ׁשלך
ׁשמע

ֵ ֔רק
ַרב
ָרחֹוק
ָרעָ ֹ֖ה
ראי
רע
רעי
ְׁׂשאָֹּ֑ לָה

to go arround,
to count
yet, still, again
Goats
Valley
Twenty
Ten
Eye

ְׂש ִעיר
ַ ֹ֖שק
ַ ֹ֖שר
ׁשֶ כֶם
ׁשֶ מֶ ׁש
ׁשָ דֶ ה
ׁשָ לֹום
ׁשָ נָה
ׁשאל

on, upon, above, over
to cross, pass, bring over
Yet, still, again
brought up
to do, make
Ten
Pharaoh
Portiphar
Striped garment, long
garment, garment of many
colours

ׁשפכ
ִש ְׂמלָה
ַ֣שימ,ַ֣שומ
שנא
ּתֹ לְׂ דֹות
תעי

Seven
to return, bring back
Slaughter
Peace, welfare, wellbeing
to send, lay
to cast, throw
to hear, listen
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Empty
Many
afar off
Evil
to see, look
Evil
to feed, shepherd, pasture
underworld, land of the
dead, grave
male, hairy, young
sackcloth
Captain
Schechem
Sun
field, land
Peace, welfare
Year
to ask

to pour out, shed
cloth, garment
Put
to hate
Generations, History
to wander

)TRANSLATION EXERCISE (II

UNIT 21

Translate 1 Kings 3:1-28 English using the table of Shoresh/Vocabulary provided
below:

I Kings 3:1-28
.1

ְֶךַ֣מצְׂ ָריִ ם;ַ֣וַטִ קַ חַ֣אֶ ת-בַ ת-פ ְַׂרעֹ הַ֣,וַיְׂ בִ יאֶ הָ ַ֣אֶ ל-עִ ירַ֣
ןַׁ֣שֹלמֹ הַ֣,אֶ ת-פ ְַׂרעֹ הַ֣מֶ ל ִ
ַ֣אַַ֣֣וַטִ ְׂתחַ ּתֵ ְׂ
דָ וִ דַ֣,עַדַ֣ךַֹּלתֹוַ֣לִ בְׂ נֹותַ֣אֶ ת-בֵ יתֹוַ֣וְׂ אֶ ת-בֵ יתַ֣יְׂ הוָהַ֣,וְׂ אֶ ת-חֹומַ תַ֣יְׂ רוׁשָ ַל ִםַ֣סָ בִ יב.

.2

ָםַ֣,מזַבְׂ חִ יםַ֣בַ בָ מֹותַַ֣֣:ךִ יַ֣ל ֹא-נִ בְׂ נָהַ֣בַ יִ תַ֣לְׂ ׁשֵ םַ֣יְׂ הוָהַ֣,עַדַ֣הַ ט ִָמיםַ֣הָ הֵ ם{ַַ֣֣.פ}
ַ֣בַַ֣֣ ַרקַ֣הָ ע ְׂ

.3

הואַ֣מזַבֵ חַ ַ֣,
ְׂ
בַׁ֣שֹלמֹ הַ֣,אֶ ת-יְׂ הוָהָ ַ֣,ל ֶלכֶתַ֣,בְׂ חֺקֹותַ֣דָ וִ דַ֣אָ בִ יוַ ַַ֣֣:רקַ֣,בַ בָ מֹות--
ַ֣גַַ֣֣ ַו ֶטאֱהַ ְׂ
ומַ קְׂ ִטיר.

.4

ֶהַׁ֣שֹלמֹ הַ֣,
ַ֣דַַ֣֣ ַו ֵטלְֶךַ֣הַ לֶ לְֶךַ֣גִ בְׂ עֹ נָהַ֣לִ זְׂבֹ חַ ַׁ֣שָ םַ֣,ךִ י-הִ יאַ֣הַ בָ מָ הַ֣הַ גְׂ דֹולָה;ַ֣אֶ לֶףַ֣עֹ לֹותַ֣ ַי ֲעל ְׂ
עַלַ֣הַ ִלזְׂבֵ חַ ַ֣הַ הוא.

.5

יםַׁ֣,שאַ לַ֣מָ הַ֣אֶ ּתֶ ן-
ְׂ
ַ֣הַַ֣֣בְׂ גִ בְׂ עֹוןַ֣,נִ ְׂראָ הַ֣יְׂ הוָהַ֣אֶ לְׁׂ -שֹלמֹ ה--בַ חֲלֹוםַ֣הַ כָיְׂ לָה;ַ֣ ַוט ֹאמֶ רַ֣אֱֹלהִ
לְָך.

.6

רַׁ֣שֹלמֹ הַ֣,אַ ּתָ הַ֣ע ִָשיתָ ַ֣עִ ם-עַבְׂ ְׂדָךַ֣דָ וִ דַ֣אָ בִ יַ֣חֶ סֶ דַ֣גָדֹולַ֣,ךַאֲ ׁשֶ רַ֣הָ לְַךַ֣לְׂ ָפנֶיָךַ֣
ַ֣וַַ֣֣ ַוט ֹאמֶ ְׂ
בֶ אֱמֶ תַ֣ובִ צְׂ דָ קָ הַ֣ובְׂ יִ ְׁׂש ַרתַ֣לֵבָ בַ֣,עִ לָ ְך;ַ֣ו ִַּת ְׁׂשמָ ר-לֹוַ֣,אֶ ת-הַ חֶ סֶ דַ֣הַ גָדֹולַ֣הַ זֶהַ֣,ו ִַּתּתֶ ן-לֹוַ֣
בֵ ןַ֣יֹ ׁשֵ בַ֣ ַעל-ךִ ְׂסאֹוַ֣,ךַטֹוםַ֣הַ זֶה.

.7

ַ֣זַַ֣֣וְׂ עַּתָ הַ֣,יְׂ הוָהַ֣אֱֹלהָ יַ֣,אַ ּתָ הַ֣הִ ְׂמלַכְׂ ּתָ ַ֣אֶ ת-עַבְׂ ְׂדָךַּ֣,תַ חַ תַ֣דָ וִ דַ֣אָ בִ י;ַ֣וְׂ אָ נֹ כִ יַ֣ ַנעַרַ֣קָ טֹ ןַ֣,ל ֹאַ֣
אֵ דַ עַ֣צֵ אתַ֣ ָוב ֹא.

.8

ַ֣חְַַַׂ֣֣֣ועַבְׂ ְׂדָך--בְׂ תֹוְךַ֣ע ְַׂלָךַ֣,אֲׁשֶ רַ֣בָ חָ ְׂרּתָ ַַ֣֣:עַםָ -רבַ֣,אֲׁשֶ רַ֣ל ֹא-יִ לָ נֶהַ֣וְׂ ל ֹאַ֣יִמָ פֵרַ֣מֵ רֹ ב.

.9

יַ֣מיַ֣יוכַלַ֣
ַ֣טַַ֣֣וְׂ נָתַ ּתָ ַ֣לְׂ עַבְׂ ְׂדָךַ֣לֵבַׁ֣שֹ מֵ עַַ֣,לִ ְׁׂשפֹ טַ֣אֶ ת-ע ְַׂלָךַ֣,לְׂ הָ בִ יןַ֣,בֵ ין-טֹובַ֣לְׂ ָרעַַ֣֣:ךִ ִ
לִ ְׁׂשפֹ טַ֣,אֶ ת-ע ְַׂלָךַ֣הַ ךָבֵ דַ֣הַ זֶה.

.10

לַׁ֣שֹלמֹ הַ֣,אֶ ת-הַ דָ בָ רַ֣הַ זֶה.
ַ֣יַַ֣֣וַטִ יטַ בַ֣הַ דָ בָ רַ֣,בְׂ עֵינֵיַ֣ ֲאדֹ נָיַַ֣֣:ךִ יַׁ֣שָ אַ ְׂ

.11

ַ֣יאַַ֣֣ ַוט ֹאמֶ רַ֣אֱֹלהִ יםַ֣אֵ לָיוַ ַ֣,יעַןַ֣אֲׁשֶ רַׁ֣שָ אַ לְׂ ּתָ ַ֣אֶ ת-הַ דָ בָ רַ֣הַ זֶהַ֣וְׂ ל ֹאׁ-שָ אַ לְׂ ּתָ ַ֣כְׂ ָךַ֣י ִָמיםַ֣
ַרבִ יםַ֣וְׂ ל ֹאׁ-שָ אַ לְׂ ּתָ ַ֣כְׂ ָךַ֣עֹ ׁשֶ רַ֣,וְׂ ל ֹאַׁ֣שָ אַ לְׂ ּתָ ֶ ַ֣,נפֶׁשַ֣אֹ יְׂ בֶ יָך;ַ֣וְׂ ׁשָ אַ לְׂ ּתָ ַ֣כְׂ ָךַ֣הָ בִ יןַ֣,לִ ְׁׂשמֹ עַַ֣
ִמ ְׁׂשפָט.

.12

יתיַ֣,ךִ ְׂדבָ ֶריָך;ַ֣הִ םֵהַ֣נָתַ ִּתיַ֣לְׂ ָךַ֣,לֵבַ֣חָ כָםַ֣וְׂ נָבֹוןַ֣,אֲׁשֶ רַ֣ךָמֹוָךַ֣ל ֹא-הָ יָהַ֣
ַ֣יבַַ֣֣הִ םֵהַ֣ע ִָש ִ
לְׂ ָפנֶיָךַ֣,וְׂ אַ ח ֲֶריָךַ֣ל ֹא-יָקוםַ֣ךָמֹוָך.

.13

ָמֹוָךַ֣איׁשַ֣
ִ
ַ֣יגַַ֣֣וְׂ גַםַ֣אֲׁשֶ רַ֣ל ֹאׁ-שָ אַ לְׂ ּתָ ַ֣נָתַ ִּתיַ֣לְָךַ֣,גַם-עֹ ׁשֶ רַ֣גַם-ךָבֹודַַ֣֣:אֲׁשֶ רַ֣ל ֹא-הָ יָהַ֣כ
בַ ְׂללָכִ יםַ֣,ךָל-יָמֶ יָך.
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.14

יַ֣ומצְׂ ֹותַ יַ ַ֣,ךאֲׁשֶ רַ֣הָ לְַךַ֣,דָ וִ ידַ֣אָ בִ יָך--וְׂ הַ א ֲַרכְׂ ִּתיַ֣,אֶ ת-
ַ֣ידַַ֣֣וְׂ ִאםַּ֣תֵ לְֵךַ֣בִ ְׂד ָרכַיַ֣,לִ ְׁׂשמֹ רַ֣חֺקַ ִ
יָמֶ יָך{ַַ֣֣.ס}

.15

ץַׁ֣שֹלמֹ הַ֣,וְׂ הִ םֵהַ֣ חֲלֹום;ַ֣ ַוטָבֹואַ֣יְׂ רוׁשָ ַל ִםַ֣ ַו ַטעֲמֹ דַ֣לִ פְׂ נֵיַ֣אֲרֹוןַ֣בְׂ ִרית-אֲדֹ נָיַ ַ֣,ו ַטעַלַ֣
ַ֣טוַַ֣֣וַטִ קַ ְׂ
שַ֣מ ְׁׂשּתֶ הַ֣,לְׂ כָל-עֲבָ דָ יו{ַַ֣֣.פ}
ַשַׁ֣של ִָמיםַ ַ֣,ו ַט ַע ִ
עֹ לֹותַ֣ ַו ַטע ְׂ

.16

ָהַׁ֣,שּתַ יִםַ֣נ ִָׁשיםַ֣זֹ נֹות--אֶ ל-הַ לֶ לְֶך;ַ֣וַּתַ עֲמֹ ְׂדנָהַ֣,לְׂ ָפנָיו.
ַ֣טזַַ֣֣אָ זַּ֣תָ ב ֹאנ ְׂ

.17

ַ֣יזַַ֣֣ ַוּת ֹאמֶ רַ֣ הָ ִאשָ הַ֣הָ אַ חַ תַ֣,בִ יַ֣אֲדֹ נִ יֲ ַ֣,אנִ יַ֣וְׂ הָ ִאשָ הַ֣הַ ז ֹאתַ֣,יֹ ְׁׂשבֹ תַ֣בְׂ בַ יִ תַ֣אֶ חָ ד;ַ֣וָאֵ לֵדַ֣
עִ לָ הַ֣,בַ בָ יִ ת.

.18

יׁשיַ֣,לְׂ לִ ְׂד ִּתיַ֣,וַּתֵ לֶדַ֣,גַם-הָ ִאשָ הַ֣הַ ז ֹאת;ַ֣ ַו ֲאנַחְׂ נוַ֣יַחְׂ דָ וַ֣,אֵ ין-זָרַ֣
ַ֣יחַַ֣֣וַיְׂ הִ יַ֣בַ טֹוםַ֣הַ ְׂשלִ ִ
יַׁ֣שּתַ יִםֲ -אנַחְׂ נוַ֣,בַ בָ יִ ת.
ִאּתָ נוַ֣בַ בַ יִ תַ֣,זולָתִַ֣ ְׂ

.19

ַ֣יטַַ֣֣ ַוטָמָ תַ֣בֶ ן-הָ ִאשָ הַ֣הַ ז ֹאתַ֣,לָיְׂ לָהַ֣,אֲׁשֶ רַׁ֣שָ כְׂ בָ הָ ַ֣,עלָיו.

.20

ַ֣כַַ֣֣וַּתָ קָ םַ֣בְׂ תֹוְךַ֣הַ כַיְׂ לָהַ֣ו ִַּתקַ חַ֣אֶ ת-בְׂ נִ יַ֣מֵ אֶ צְׂ לִ יַ ַ֣,ואֲמָ ְׂתָךַ֣יְׂ ׁשֵ נָהַ֣,וַּתַ ְׁׂשךִ יבֵ הוַ֣,בְׂ חֵ יקָ ה;ַ֣
וְׂ אֶ ת-בְׂ נָהַ֣הַ לֵ תַ֣,הִ ְׁׂשךִ יבָ הַ֣בְׂ חֵ יקִ י.

.21

ַ֣כאַַ֣֣וָאָ קֺ םַ֣בַ בֹ קֶ רַ֣לְׂ הֵ ינִ יקַ֣אֶ ת-בְׂ נִיַ֣,וְׂ הִ םֵה-מֵ ת;ַ֣וָאֶ ְׂתבֹונֵןַ֣אֵ לָיוַ֣בַ בֹ קֶ רַ֣,וְׂ הִ םֵהַ֣ל ֹא-הָ יָהַ֣
בְׂ נִיַ֣אֲׁשֶ רַ֣ ָיל ְָׂד ִּתי.

.22

ַ֣כבַַ֣֣ ַוּת ֹאמֶ רַ֣הָ ִאשָ הַ֣הָ אַ חֶ ֶרתַ֣ל ֹאַ֣כִ יַ֣,בְׂ נִ יַ֣הַ חַ יַ֣ובְׂ נְֵךַ֣הַ לֵ תַ֣,וְׂ ז ֹאתַ֣אֹ מֶ ֶרתַ֣ל ֹאַ֣כִ יַ֣,בְׂ נְֵךַ֣
הַ לֵ תַ֣ובְׂ נִיַ֣הֶ חָ י;ַ֣ו ְַּׂתדַ בֵ ְׂרנָהַ֣,לִ פְׂ נֵיַ֣הַ לֶ לְֶך.

.23

ַ֣כגַַ֣֣ ַוט ֹאמֶ רַ֣הַ לֶ לְֶך--ז ֹאתַ֣אֹ מֶ ֶרתַ֣,זֶה-בְׂ נִיַ֣הַ חַ יַ֣ובְׂ נְֵךַ֣הַ לֵ ת;ַ֣וְׂ ז ֹאתַ֣אֹ מֶ ֶרתַ֣ל ֹאַ֣כִ יַ֣,בְׂ נְֵךַ֣
הַ לֵ תַ֣ובְׂ נִיַ֣הֶ חָ י{ַַ֣֣.פ}

.24

ַ֣כדַַ֣֣ ַוט ֹאמֶ רַ֣הַ לֶ לְֶךַ֣,קְׂ חוַ֣לִ י-חָ ֶרב;ַ֣ ַוטָבִ אוַ֣הַ חֶ ֶרבַ֣,לִ פְׂ נֵיַ֣הַ לֶ לְֶך.

.25

ם;ַ֣ותנוַ֣אֶ ת-הַ חֲצִ יַ֣לְׂ אַ חַ תַ֣,וְׂ אֶ ת-הַ חֲצִ יַ֣
ְׂ
ַ֣כהַַ֣֣ ַוט ֹאמֶ רַ֣הַ לֶ לְֶךַ֣,גִ זְׂרוַ֣אֶ ת-הַ ֶטלֶדַ֣הַ חַ יַ֣לִ ְׁׂשנָיִ
לְׂ אֶ חָ ת.

.26

רוַ֣רחֲמֶ יהָ ַ֣עַל-בְׂ נָהַ ַ֣,וּת ֹאמֶ רַ֣בִ יַ֣
ַ֣כוַַ֣֣ ַוּת ֹאמֶ רַ֣הָ ִאשָ הַ֣אֲׁשֶ ר-בְׂ נָהַ֣הַ חַ יַ֣אֶ ל-הַ לֶ לְֶךַ֣,ךִ י-נִ כְׂ ְׂמ ַ
נִיַּ֣תנו-לָהַ֣אֶ ת-הַ טָלודַ֣הַ חַ יַ֣,וְׂ הָ מֵ תַ֣אַ לְּׂ -ת ִמיתֺ הו;ַ֣וְׂ ז ֹאתַ֣אֹ מֶ ֶרתַ֣,גַם-לִ יַ֣גַם-לְָךַ֣ל ֹאַ֣
אֲדֹ ְׂ
יִ הְׂ יֶה--גְׂ זֹ רו.

.27

ֹאַ֣ת ִמיתֺ הוַַ֣֣:הִ יאַ֣,
רַּ֣,תנו-לָהַ֣אֶ ת-הַ טָלודַ֣הַ חַ יַ֣,וְׂ הָ מֵ תַ֣,ל ְׂ
ַ֣כזַַ֣֣ ַו ַטעַןַ֣הַ לֶ לְֶךַ֣ ַוט ֹאמֶ ְׂ
ִאלֹו{ַַ֣֣.ס}

.28

אוַ֣,מפְׂ נֵיַ֣הַ לֶ לְֶךַַ֣֣:ךִ יַ֣
ִ
ַ֣כחַַ֣֣וַטִ ְׁׂש ְׂמעוַ֣כָל-יִ ְׂש ָראֵ לַ֣,אֶ ת-הַ ִל ְׁׂשפָטַ֣אֲׁשֶ רַׁ֣שָ פַטַ֣הַ לֶ לְֶךַ֣,וַטִ ְׂר
ֲשֹותַ֣מ ְׁׂשפָט{ַַ֣֣.ס}
ִ
ָראוַ֣,ךִ י-חָ כְׂ מַ תַ֣אֱֹלהִ יםַ֣בְׂ קִ ְׂרבֹוַ֣ ַלע
Shoresh/Vocabulary
I Kings 3:1-28
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ֱֹלהים
ִ֔  אGod
 ֱאמֶ תTruth

 ביןto discern, recognise
 בנהto build
 גִ בְׂ עֹוןGibeon

 אֲדֹוןLord
 אֲרֹוןa chest, ark
 אֲׁשֶ רthat, which
 אֶ לֶףA Thousand
 אַ חֶ רanother

 גָדֹולBig, great
 גַםalso, moreover
 גזרto divide
 דָ ִ֔ודDavid

 אָ יַבto be hostile, enemy
 אָ מָ הMaid

 דברto speak, word, thing
 דרכWay

 אהבLove
 אחרafter, behind
 אמרto say

 הייto be
 הלכto go, walk, come
 זֶהThis

 אצלbeside, near, by
 ארכto prolong, lengthen

 זָרstranger
 זֹ נָהProstitute, harlot
 זבחto sacrifice
 חֲלֹוםDream

 בְׂ ִריתcovenant
 ֵ ּביןbetween
 בְׂ תֹוךin the midst
 בֵ ןSon
 בַ יִ תHouse

 חֲצִ יHalf
 חֵ יקBossom
 ֶחסֶ דgoodness, kindness

 בַ תdaughter
 בָ מָ הHigh place

 ֶחסֶ דgoodness, kindness
 חָ כְׂ מַ הwisdom

 בֹ קֶ רMorning
 בואto come, bring
 בחרto choose

 חֺקַ יStatue
 חֺקָ הenactment, statutes

 חייto live
 חכמWise

חֹומת
ֵ֥ ַ
City Wall
 ךִ ְׂסאThrone
 כלהto finish

 חרבSword
 חתןmake oneself son-inlaw

 כמרto grow warm
 לִ פְׂ נֶהBefore
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 טֹובGood
 יְׂ ה ֔ ָוהthe LORD

 לֵבHeart
 לָיְׂ לָהNight

 יְׂ רוׁשָ לִ ִַַֹ֖֖םJerusalem
 יִ ְׂש ָר ֶּ֗ ֵאלIsrael
 יַעַ ןon account of, because

 לקחto take
 ִמזְׂבֵ ַַ֣חAltar
 ִמצְׂ וָהcommandment

 יָקַ ץto awake
 ידעto know
 יֹוםDay
 יטבto be good, pleased

 ִמצְׂ ָ ָּ֑ריִ םEgypt
 ִמ ְׁׂש ֶ ֹּ֖תהa feast, drink
 ֶמלְֶךKing
 מותto die, kill, slay

 יכלbe able
 ילדto bear, to beget, to be

 מלכto reign. to be king
 מנהto count, number, reckon

burn

 ינקto nurse
 יצאto go out
 יראto fear

 ֶנפֶׁשlife, soul
 נתןto give
 סבבsurround, go around, turn
about

 יׁשבto sit, dwell
 יׁשנsleeping
 יׁשרuprightness

 ספרto count, number, reckon
 ִעירCity
 עַדUntil

ַ֣ ַךאֲׁשֶ רaccording as
 ךָבֹודabundance, glory, honour
 ַעּתָ הNow
 עֹ לָהwhole burnt offering
 עֹ ׁשֶ רriches, wealth
 עבדservant
 עלהto bring up, offer

 ַעיִ ןEye
 ַעםPeople
 ַרקonly, surely, altogether
 ַרח ֲִמיםtender mercy
 ָרעbad, evil
 רֹ בmultitude
 ראהTo see, to appear, be seen
 רבGreat
 ְׁׂשֹלמֹ֔ הSolomon

 עמדto stand, raise up
 ענהto answer
 עשיto do, make

 ׁשֵ םName
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 פ ְַׂר ֹ֖ ֹעהpharaoh
 ָפנִ יםFaces

 ׁשָ לֹוםpeace, well being
 ׁשָ םThere

 צְׂ דָ ָ ַּ֛קהrighteousness
 קֶ ֶרבinward part, midst
 קָ טֹ ןSmall

 ׁשאלto ask
 ׁשכבto lie, lie down
 ׁשמעto hear, listen, understand

 קומto stand, raise up
 קטרto make sacrifice

 ׁשמרto keep, guard
 ׁשפטto judge
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