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INTRODUCTION 

 CRS828: Further Hebrew is a one-semester 3 credit unit course. It will be available 

toward the award of the undergraduate degree in Christian Religious Studies. The 

course is also suitable for anybody who is interested in Biblical Studies, and other 

studies in theology. 

This course will consist of 21 units and it will show why the study of biblical Hebrew 

is important for biblical interpretation. The elements of Hebrew grammar, namely: 

alphabet, particles, vowels, syllables, definite articles, prepositions, conjunctions, 

nouns, adjectives, pronoun and verbs will be studied. 

The Course Guide tells you briefly what the course is about, what you are expected to 

know in each unit, what course materials you will be using and how you can work 

your way through the materials. It also emphasizes the need for Tutor-Marked 

Assignments (TMAs). Detailed information on TMAs is found in a separate file, 

which will be sent to you later. There are periodic tutorial classes that are linked to this 

course. 

What you will learn in this course 

The overall aim of this course (CRS828: Further Hebrew) is to equip you with the 

basic skills and working knowledge of Hebrew Grammar, which will aid you in 

translating the Hebrew Bible, thereby developing an informed interpretation of biblical 

texts without undue reliance on secondary texts or versions. 

Course Aims 

This course aims at: 

 Introducing you to the importance of Hebrew Grammar in Biblical 

studies. 

 Helping you to identify Hebrew letters, learning how to write and 

pronounce them. 

 Giving you tips on how to learn Hebrew vocabularies. 

 Showing you how to use the Hebrew Dictionary (lexicon) for translation 

of biblical texts. 

 Providing enough visio aids, audio, practice grids for effective learning 

of Hebrew Grammar. 
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 Helping you to develop a working knowledge of Hebrew Grammar that 

will prepare you for further studies in biblical interpretation. 

Course Objectives 

To achieve the above course aims, there are set objectives for each study unit, which 

are always included at the beginning. The student should read them before working 

through the unit. Furthermore, the student is encouraged to refer to the objectives of 

each unit intermittently as the study of the unit progresses. This practice would 

promote both learning and retention of what is learned. 

Stated below are the wider objectives of this course as a whole. By meeting these 

objectives, you should have achieved the aims of the course as a whole. 

On successful completion of the course, you should be able to: 

 Discuss the importance of Hebrew Grammar in Biblical studies. 

 Identify Hebrew letters, also knowing how to write and pronounce them. 

 Learn many Hebrew vocabularies. 

 Know how to use the Hebrew Dictionary (lexicon) in the translation of 

biblical texts. 

 Lead a tutorial of Hebrew Grammar to other beginners. 

 Pursue further studies in biblical interpretation. 

Working through this Course 

To complete this course, you are required to read the study units, practice the writing 

grids and study other materials provided by National Open University of Nigeria 

(NOUN). Each unit contains self-assessment exercises, and at points during the course 

you are required to submit assignments for assessment purposes. At the end of this 

course there is a final examination. Below you will find listed all the components of 

the course and what you have to do. 

Course Materials 

Major components of the course are: 

1. Course Guide 

2. Study Units 

3. Textbooks 
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4. Visio Aids, Audio and Practice Grids 

5. Assignments File 

6. Presentation Schedule 

In addition, you must obtain the materials. You may contact your tutor if you have 

problems in obtaining the text materials. 

Study Units 

There are 21 study units divided in three modules in this course, as follows: 

Module 1  

Unit 1  Nouns: General Characteristics  

Unit 2  Nouns: The Construct State  

Unit 3  Adjective 

Unit 4  The Pronoun  

Unit 5  Pronominal Suffixes with Nouns 

Unit 6  The Definite Article  

Unit 7  Prepositions and Vav Conjunction  

Module 2  

Unit 8  Use of Hebrew Lexicon  

Unit 9  The Qal Imperfect Inflection (Regular Verbs) 

Unit 10 The Qal Perfect Inflection (Regular Verbs)  

Unit 11 Perfect of the Remaining Verb Stems  

Unit 12 Imperfect of the Remaining Verb Stems  

Unit 13 Pronominal Suffixes (II) 

Unit 14 Imperatives 

Module 3  

Unit 15 Vav Consecutive   

Unit 16 Infinitives and Participles 

Unit 17 Hebrew and Weak Verbs 

Unit 18 Hebrew Verbs and Syntax 

Unit 19 Hebrew Nymerals 

Unit 20 Translation Exercise (I) 

Unit 21 Translation Exercise (II) 

Each unit contains a number of self-tests. In general, these self-tests question you on 

the material you have just covered or require you to apply it in some ways and, 

thereby, help you to gauge your progress and to reinforce your understanding of the 

material. Together with Tutor Marked Assignments, these exercises will assist you in 

achieving the stated learning objectives of the individual units and of the course. 
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Textbooks and References 

The student is encouraged to buy the under-listed books, and Visio-Aids recommended 

for this course and for future use. 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Brown, F, Driver, S. R, Briggs, C. A 1996. Hebrew and English Lexicon. Stuttgart: 

Hendrikson Pub 

Ebo, D. J. I 1993. Elementary Hebrew. Enugu: Rabboni Nigeria Ltd. 

Eliger, K & Rudolp, W 1976. Biblia Hebraica Stutgartensia. Stuttgart: Deutsche 

Bibelstiftung. 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Weingreen, J 1959. A Practical Grammar for Classical Hebrew. USA: Oxford 

University Press. 

Online Helps 

1. Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

2. English to Hebrew Translator 

(www.star21.com/Translator/english_to_hebrew.html) 

3. My Hebrew Dictionary (www.dictionary.co.il/) 

4. English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-

hebrew) 

5. Why Study Old Testament Hebrew? (www.Torahclass.com) 

6. Vocabulary – Audio 

(fellowshipbibleannarbor.org/cms/mattpostiffBlog/63/95/Elementary-Hebrew-

Grammar-Audio) 

7. But why study Hebrew? (www.studylight.org/lex/heb) 

8. The value of Old Testament Study (www.christiancourier.com/articles/1217-the 

-value-of-old-testament-study) 

Hebrew Visio-Aids and Audio 

The underlisted Visio-Aids and Audio will enhance effective learning of Biblical 

Hebrew Grammar 

1. Hebraica T-Shirts 
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2. Aleph-Bet Calendar 

3. Audio for Alphabet and Vocabulary 

For Details Contact: DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES, FACULTY OF 

ARTS, NOUN. 

Assignments File 

In this file, you will find all the details of the work you must submit to your tutor for 

marking. The marks you obtain from these assignments will count towards the final 

mark you obtain for this course. Further information on assignments will be found in 

the Assignment File itself and later in this Course Guide in the section on assessment. 

Presentation Schedule 

The Presentation Schedule included in your course materials gives you the important 

dates for the completion of tutor marked assignments and attending tutorials. 

Remember, you are required to submit all your assignments by the due date. You 

should guard against lagging behind in your work. 

Assessment 

There are two aspects to the assessment of the course. First are the tutor marked 

assignments; second, there is a written examination. In tackling the assignments, you 

are expected to apply information and knowledge acquired during this course. The 

assignments must be submitted to your tutor for formal assessment in accordance with 

the deadlines stated in the Assignment File. The work you submit to your tutor for 

assessment will count for 30% of your total course mark. 

At the end of the course, you will need to sit for a final three-hour examination. This 

will also count for 70% of your total course mark.  

Tutor Marked Assignments (TMAS) 

There are twenty-one tutor marked assignments in this course. You need to submit all 

the assignments. The best five (i.e. the highest five of the twenty-one marks) will be 

counted. The total marks for the best four (5) assignments will be 30% of your total 

course mark. 

Assignment questions for the units in this course are contained in the Assignment File. 

You should be able to complete your assignments from the information and materials 

contained in your set textbooks, reading and study units. However, you are advised to 

use other references to broaden your viewpoint and provide a deeper understanding of 

the subject. 
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When you have completed each assignment, send it together with form to your tutor. 

Make sure that each assignment reaches your tutor on or before the deadline given. If, 

however, you cannot complete your work on time, contact your tutor before the 

assignment is done to discuss the possibility of an extension. 

Final Examination and Grading 

The examination will consist of questions which reflect the type of self-testing, 

practice exercises and tutor–marked problems you have come across. All areas of the 

course will be assessed. 

You are advised to revise the entire course after studying the last unit before you sit for 

the examination. You will find it useful to review your tutor-marked assignments and 

the comments of your tutor on them before the final examination. 

Course Marking Scheme 

This table shows how the actual course marking is broken down. 

Assessment  Marks 

Assignment 1-21  Best five marks of the twenty-one 

assignments count at 30% of course 

marks 

Final Examination  70% of overall course marks 

Total  100% of course marks 

Table 1: Course Marking Scheme 

Course Overview 

This table brings together the units, the number of weeks you should take to complete 

them, and the assignments that follow them. 

Unit Title of work Week‟s 

Activity 

Assessment 

(end of unit) 

 Course Guide   

1.  Nouns: General Characteristics 1.  Assignment 1 
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2.  Nouns: The Construct State 2.  Assignment 2 

3.  Adjective 3.  Assignment 3 

4.  The Pronoun 4.  Assignment 4 

5.  Pronominal Suffixes with Nouns 5.  Assignment 5 

6.  The Definite Article 6.  Assignment 6 

7.  Prepositions and Vav Conjunction  7.  Assignment 7 

8.  Use of Hebrew Lexicon 8.  Assignment 8 

9.  The Qal Imperfect Inflection (Regular Verbs) 9.  Assignment 9 

10.  The Qal Perfect Inflection (Regular Verbs) 10.  Assignment 10 

11.  Perfect of the Remaining Verb Stems   11.  Assignment 11 

12.  Imperfect of the Remaining Verb Stems 12.  Assignment 12 

13.  Pronominal Suffixes (II) 13.  Assignment 13 

14.  Imperatives 

 

14.  Assignment 14 

15.  Vav Consecutive 15.  Assignment 15 

16.  Infinitives and Participles 16.  Assignment 16 

17.  Hebrew and Weak Verbs 17.  Assignment 17 

18.  Hebrew Verbs and Syntax 18.  Assignment 18 

19.  Hebrew Numerals 19.  Assignment 19 

20.  Translation Exercise (I) 20.  Assignment 20 

21.  Translation Exercise (II) 21.  Assignment 21 

 REVISION 16  

 EXAMINATION 17  

 TOTAL 17 

Weeks 

 

Table 2: Course Overview 
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How to get the best from this course 

In distance learning the study units replace the university lecturer. This is one of the 

great advantages of distance learning; you can read and work through specially 

designed study materials at your own pace, and at a time and place that suit you best. 

Think of it as reading the lecture instead of listening to a lecturer. In the same way that 

a lecturer might set you some reading to do, the study units tell you when to read your 

set books or other material. Just as a lecturer might give you an in-class exercise, your 

study units provide exercises for you to do at appropriate points. 

Each of the study units follows a common format. The first item is an introduction to 

the subject matter of the unit and how a particular unit is integrated with the other units 

and the course as a whole. Next is a set of learning objectives. These objectives enable 

you know what you should be able to do by the time you have completed the unit. You 

should use these objectives to guide your study. When you have finished the units you 

must go back and check whether you have achieved the objectives. If you make a habit 

of doing this you will significantly improve your chances of passing the course. 

The main body of the unit guides you through the required reading from other sources. 

This will usually be either from your set books or from a Reading section. Remember 

that your tutor‟s job is to assist you. When you need help, don‟t hesitate to call and ask 

your tutor to provide it. 

1. Read this Course Guide thoroughly. 

2. Organize a study schedule. Refer to the „Course overview‟ for more details. 

Note the time you are expected to spend on each unit and how the assignments 

relate to the units. Whatever method you chose to use, you should decide on it 

and write in your own dates for working on each unit. 

3. Once you have created your own study schedule, do everything you can to stick 

to it. The major reason that students fail is that they lag behind in their course 

work.  

4. Turn to Unit 1 and read the introduction and the objectives for the unit. 

5. Assemble the study materials. Information about what you need for a unit is 

given in the „Overview‟ at the beginning of each unit. You will almost always 

need both the study unit you are working on and one of your set books on your 

desk at the same time.  

6. Work through the unit. The content of the unit itself has been arranged to 

provide a sequence for you to follow. As you work through the unit you will be 

instructed to read sections from your set books or other articles. Use the unit to 

guide your reading.  
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7. Review the objectives for each study unit to confirm that you have achieved 

them. If you feel unsure about any of the objectives, review the study material 

or consult your tutor.  

8. When you are confident that you have achieved a unit‟s objectives, you can 

then start on the next unit. Proceed unit by unit through the course and try to 

pace your study so that you keep yourself on schedule.  

9. When you have submitted an assignment to your tutor for marking, do not wait 

for its return before starting on the next unit. Keep to your schedule. When the 

assignment is returned, pay particular attention to your tutor‟s comments, both 

on the tutor-marked assignment form and also written on the assignment. 

Consult your tutor as soon as possible if you have any questions or problems.  

10. After completing the last unit, review the course and prepare yourself for the 

final examination. Check that you have achieved the unit objectives (listed at 

the beginning of each unit) and the course objectives (listed in this Course 

Guide). 

Tutors and Tutorials 

There are 8 hours of tutorials provided in support of this course. You will be notified 

of the dates, times and location of these tutorials, together with the name and phone 

number of your tutor, as soon as you are allocated a tutorial group. 

Your tutor will mark and comment on your assignments, keep a close watch on your 

progress and on any difficulties you might encounter and provide assistance to you 

during the course. You must mail your tutor-marked assignments to your tutor well 

before the due date (at least two working days are required). They will be marked by 

your tutor and returned to you as soon as possible. 

Do not hesitate to contact your tutor by telephone, e-mail, or discussion board if you 

need help. The following might be circumstances in which you would find help 

necessary. Contact your tutor if:  

 you do not understand any part of the study units or the assigned readings,  

 you have difficulty with the self-tests or exercises,  

 You have a question or problem with an assignment, with your tutor‟s 

comments on an assignment or with the grading of an assignment. 

You should try your best to attend the tutorials. This is the only chance to have face to 

face contact with your tutor and to ask questions which are answered instantly. You 

can raise any problem encountered in the course of your study. To gain the maximum 
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benefit from course tutorials, prepare a question list before attending them. You will 

learn a lot from participating in discussions actively. 

Summary 

CRS828 intends to help you have a working knowledge of biblical Hebrew to assist 

you in the work of translating and interpreting biblical texts. Upon completing this 

course, you will be able to answer questions such as: 

 Learn how to use BHS Critical Aparatus  

 Study different verbal inflections like: the Qal Imperfect Inflection (Regular 

Verbs); the Qal Perfect Inflection (Regular Verbs); Perfect of the Remaining 

Verb Stems; etc.  

Of course, the questions you will be able to answer are not limited to the above list. 

This couse manual is simplified for easy comprehension. You will find it interesting, 

and you advance studies in the Old Testament. Pay attention to this course, and you 

will enjoy it; I assure you. 
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MODULE 1 

 

Unit 1 Nouns: General Characteristics 

Unit 2 Nouns: Construct 

Unit 3 Adjective 

Unit 4 The Pronoun 

Unit 5 Pronominal suffix with Noun 

Unit 6 The Definite Article  

Unit 7 Prepositions And Vav Conjunction 

UNIT 1 NOUNS: GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS 

CONTENT 

1.0 Introduction 

2.0 Objectives 

3.0 Main Content 

3.1 Noun Properties  

3.2 Derivation     

3.3 Gender   

3.4 Number    

4.0 Conclusion 

5.0 Summary 

6.0 Self-Assessment Exercises 

7.0 Tutor-Marked Assignments 

8.0 Vocabulary 

9.0 References/Further Readings 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

A Hebrew noun is a name given to a person, place, or thing. This unit will introduce 

you to the Hebrew noun: its morphology and basic usage. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Know the general characteristics of Hebrew nouns.  

 Understand how Hebrew nouns are derived, which can constitute a good aid in 

using Hebrew lexicon in learning common noun forms found in the Hebrew 

Bible. 
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Noun Properties 

Nouns have the following properties: gender, number, person, and case.  

1. Gender 

Hebrew respects two gender formations: Masculine and feminine (male and female 

he created cf. Genesis 1:27). Unlike Greek, there is no „neuter‟ gender in 

Hebrew.  

2. Number 

There are three numbers in Hebrew: singular, dual and plural. For plural 

nouns, there are regular plurals, irregular plurals, dual plurals, and plurals 

functioning as singular nouns. 

3. Person 

Hebrew nouns could be first person (referring to me), second person (you), and 

third person (he; e.g. John came). Normally these distinctions apply to the study 

of pronouns, but they are implicit in the grammar of the noun as well. 

4. Case 

Case indicates the grammatical function of the noun in a sentence. The noun 

can be a subject of a sentence, an object in a sentence, or in a possessive 

relationship with an object (a “construct state”).  

Examples:  

Obi kicked the ball – (Obi is the subject, while the ball is the object) 

It is Tolu‟s ball – (Tolu’s ball or ball of Tolu is the construct state) 

In general Hebrew uses endings to indicate these various properties of nouns. By 

learning the root of the noun and its endings, you will begin to understand the way 

nouns function in Hebrew sentences. 

3.2 Derivation 

The vast majority of Hebrew nouns are derived from verbs; a few Hebrew nouns 

are derived from other nouns, while those for which no known derivation exists 

are called primitive nouns. 

1) Nouns derived from verbs include: 

 he spoke ִדֵבר word from ָדָבר

 he sowed ָזַרע seed from ֶזַרע

 he reignd ָמַלְך king from ֶמֶלְך

http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_Four/Plural_Nouns/plural_nouns.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_Four/Plural_Nouns/plural_nouns.html
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_Four/The_Construct_Relation/the_construct_relation.html


  

 

3 

 he served ָעַבד servant from ֶעֶבד

2) Nouns derived from other nouns include: 

 a herd ָבָקר a herdsman from בֹוֵקר

 a vineyard ֶךֶרם a vinedresser from ֹךֶרם

ֵאִלי רְׂ ָרֵאל Israelite from ִישְׂ  Israel ִישְׂ

3) Primitive nouns include: 

 hand ָיד mother ֵאם Father ָאב

ָלהַל ַ֣ day יֹום son ֵבן יְׂ  night 

3.3 Gender 

In Hebrew there are two genders: masculine and feminine. There is no special 

termination for the masculine, but the feminine singular noun is recognized by 

the accented ָה termination. Here are few examples of masculine and feminine 

nouns: 

Masculine Feminine 

 a mare סוָסה a horse סוס

 a woman ִאָשה a man ִאיׁש

ִביָאה a prophet ָנִביא  a prophetess נְׂ

Classes of feminine nouns 

i. Words ending in the ה ָor ת as in סוָסה, mare; אחֹות, sister; ַבת, daughter. 

ii. Words of any termination that are names of feminine creatures, as ֵאם, 

mother 
iii. Names of cities, countries which may be considered mothers of their 

inhabitants. As: רוָׁשַלִים הוָדה ;Jerusalem ,יְׂ ָרֵאל ;Judah ,יְׂ  .Israel; etc ,ִישְׂ

iv. Names of organs of the body of men or animals, especially such organs as are 

double, as ָידַ֣ , hand; ֶרֶגל, foot; also of other utensils or instruments used by 

man as: ֶחֶרב, sword. 

v. Names of things productive, the elements and unseen things as: ֶׁשֶמׁש, sun; 

 earthַ֣,ֶאֶרץ ;fire ,ֵאׁש ;soul ,ֶנ ֶפׁש
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In all these classes however, there are numerous exceptions; and many 

words are of both genders, though in general where this is the case one 

gender is largely predominant in usage over the other. 

vi. Feminine words usually assume the distinctive feminine termination in the 

plural. Many feminine nouns however have the masculine plural ending; and 

on the contrary many masculine words have the feminine termination in the 

plural, especially if they incline a feminine sense as in iv) or v) above. 

3.4 Number 

There are three numbers in Hebrew: singular, dual and plural. The dual is now 

very much in disuse, being employed mostly to express things that occur 

naturally or by use in pairs, as hands, feet, and shoes.  

(i) The feminine singular is formed by adding ָה to the masculine. The plural 

masculine is formed by adding ִים to the singular; and the plural feminine by 

changing ה ָ into ֹות, or by adding ֹות to the singular if it has no feminine 

termination. 

(ii) The dual is formed by adding ִַים to the masculine singular for the 

masculine, and to the original feminine singular for the feminine. 

Example: 

Singular  
Masculine 

 good  טֹוב

 horse  סוס

Feminine 

 good  טֹוָבה

 mare  סוָסה

Plural  

 good  טֹוִבים

 ,horses  סוִסים

 

 good  טֹוִבֹות

 mares  סוסֹות

Dual  

     pair of horses סוַסִים

 

 pair of mares סוָסַתִים

(iii) A few masculine nouns have plurals that end in ֹות, which is the ending 

normally used for feminine plurals. Example: 

Singular Plural 

 fathers  ָאבֹות father  ָאב

ֵׁשמֹותַ֣ name ֵׁשם names 

ָמקֹומֹותַ֣ place ָמקֹום places 
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קֹולֹותַ֣ voice קֹול voices 

(iv) A few feminine nouns have plurals that end in ִים, which is the 

ending normally used for the masculine plurals. Example: 

Singular Plural 

 women  ָנִׁשים woman  ִאָשה

ָעִריםַ֣ city ִעיר cities 

(v) Nouns with both masculine and feminine plural endings include: 

Singular Plural 

דֹורֹותַ֣ or דֹוִריםַ֣ generation  דֹור  generations 

ָׁשִניםַַ֣֣ year  ָׁשָנה or נֹותַַ֣֣ ׁשְׂ  years 

4.0  CONCLUSION 

This unit discussed Noun properties, namly: Gender, Number, Person and Case; 

including how Hebrew are derived, namely: Nouns derived from verbs, Noun derived 

from other Nouns, and Primitive Nouns, which are Nouns that have no known 

derivation. 

5.0  SUMMARY 

(a) General Properties of Noun include: 

1. Gender (masculine or feminine) 

2. Number (singular, plural or dual) 

3. Person (first, second or third) 

4. Case (subject, object or construct-possessive) 

(b) Noun Pluralization Rules 

Dual Plural Singular  

 Masculine (none) ִים ִַים

 Feminine ָה ַ֣    ַאת  ֹות ִַים

6.0  SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 
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(1) Provide the feminine equivalent of the following masculine nouns 

 סוס .3 ֶמֶלְך .2 ִאיׁש .1

 שר .6 ַנַער .5 ָנִביא .4

(2) Add the plural endings to the following words and indicate the gender of 

each 

 ַבת .3 ִאָשה .2 ָאב .1

 ֶמֶלְך .6 ֵסֶפר .5 סוס .4

 תֹוָרה .9 ִעיר .8 סוָסה .7

 ֶרֶגל .12 ָיד .11 ֵׁשם .10

7.0  TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

1) Add the plural or dual endings to the following words and translate 

each plural or dual form: 

ֶרץ .3 ֵאם .2 ִאים .1  ּתֹוָרה . .4 ֶא 

 ֵעץ .8 ָךָנף .7 ִיֹום .6 ָיד .5

ִין .9    ִעיר .10 ַע 

8.0  VOCABULARY 

 great  ָגדֹול .wise 2 ָחָכם .1

 voice  קֹול .good 4 טֹוב .3

 he was, became ָהָיה .strong 6 ַעז .5

 many, much, great  ַרב .small 8 ָקֹטן .7

 Moses  ֹמֶׁשה  .near 10 ָקרֹות .9

 beautiful, handsome, fair  ָיפֶַ֣ .bitter 12 ַמר .11

 ground, earth  ֲאָדָמה .field 14  ָׁשֶדה .13

הָוה .Lord 16  ֲאֹדַני .15  LORD (Pronounced Adonai) יְׂ

 straight, right  ָיָׁשר .flesh 18  ָבָשר .17

 soul, living being  ֶנֶפׁש .dust 20  ָעָפר .19

9.0  REFERENCES/FURTHER  READINGS 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This unit examines the construct relationships in Hebrew nouns. When a noun is so 

connected in thought with a following word or clause that the two make up one idea, 

the first is said to be in the construct state or in construction. A word not so dependent 

is said to be in the absolute state; example, “in son of the king”, “great in power”, the 

words “son” and “great” are in the construct, “king” and “power” are in the absolute.  

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Conjugate the Hebrew verbs in relation to possession. 

 Identify masculine and feminine endings of Hebrew nouns in construct 

relationship. 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 The Construct state 

The construct relation corresponds most nearly to the Genitive or to relations 

expressed by “of” in English. Now the first half of a relation like “son of …”, forming 

no complete idea of itself, the emphasis of the whole expression lies on the second 

half. In this way the construct or first half is uttered as shortly as possible in 

consistency with the laws of pronunciation in the language; any merely tone long 

vowel within the word will be shortened or lost, and any weak letter outside the word, 

elided. 

Notes: 
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(1) When a masculine plural noun is placed in the construct state, its ending is 

changed from ִים (hireq-yod, plus final mem) to ֵי (tsere-yod). Long vowels 

left standing in open syllables before the י ֵ ending are usually reduced to 

vocal shevas (unless they are unchangeably long). 

Examples: 

Plural Absolute  Plural Construct 

ֵני ___ ָבֵני ___ Sons ָבִנים  sons of בְׂ

ֵמי ____ ָיֵמי ___ Days ָיַמים  days of יְׂ

God(gods) ֱאֹלִהים
  

 God of (gods of) ֱאֹלֵהי  ____ 

 horses of סוֵסי  ____  Horses סוִסים

 (In this last two examples, holem and shureq are unchangeably long vowels) 

(2) When two vocal shevas are placed together at the beginning of the 
masculine plural construct form, the first of these must be raised to a full 
vowel. 

Example: 

Plural Absolute  Plural Construct 

ֵׁשי ___ Men ֲאָנִׁשים ֵׁשי ___ ֲאנְׂ   Men of ַאנְׂ

ָבִרים ֵרי ___ Words דְׂ בְׂ ֵרי ___ דְׂ  Words of ִדבְׂ

ֵדי ___ Servants ֲעָבִדים ֵדי ___ ֲעבְׂ  Servants of ַעבְׂ

ֵקִנים ֵני ___ Elders זְׂ ֵני ___ ִזקְׂ  Elders of ִזקְׂ

(3) The dual construct has the same ending (ֵי) as the masculine plural 

construct. The (ֵי) takes the place of the dual absolute ending (ִים ַ). 

Examples: 

Dual Absolute Dual Construct 

ַנ ִַ֣ים ֵני Ears ָאזְׂ  Ears of ָאזְׂ

ִים ַל  ֵלי Feet ַרגְׂ  Feet of ַרגְׂ

ַנ ִַ֣ים ֵני Horns ַקרְׂ  Horns of ַקרְׂ

(4) The feminine plural construct retains the ֹות ending of the feminine plural 

absolute. Masculine plural nouns ending in ֹות follow this same pattern. 
Examples: 

Plural Absolute  Plural Construct 
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 fathers of ֲאבֹות ___  ___ Fathers ָאבֹות

צֹותָרַ֣אֲַ֣  (f) 
lands 

צֹות ___ צֹות ___ ֲארְׂ  lands of ַארְׂ

(5) The rules that govern the formation of singular construct nouns are much 
more complicated than those that relate to plural construct forms. The use 
of lexicon can be helpful in determining this. 

(6) The word in the construct state never takes the article. When the 
compound idea is definite, it is (not the word in the construct but) the 
genitive (following it) which takes the article. 
Example: 

 a son of a prophet (indefinite) ֶבןָֽנִביא

 the man of God (definite) ֶבןַֽהֶלֶלְך

4.0 SUMMARY 

1) When a masculine plural noun is placed in the construct state, its ending is 

changed. 

2) When two vocal shevas are placed together at the beginning of the 

masculine plural construct form, the first of these must be raised to a full 

vowel. 

3) The dual construct has the same ending (ֵי) as the masculine plural construct.  

4) The feminine plural construct retains the ֹות ending of the feminine plural 

absolute.  

5) The rules that govern the formation of singular construct nouns are much 

more complicated than those that relate to plural construct forms. The use of 

lexicon can be helpful in determining this. 

6) The word in the construct state never takes the article. When the compound 

idea is definite, it is (not the word in the construct but) the genitive 

(following it) which takes the article. 

5.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

1) Translate the following: 

 

2) Translate the following to Hebrew: 

ֶרץ (1) ֵמיַָ֣הָא   ַדםָֽךלָֽבָשר (2) ָךלֽיְׂ

ָרֵאל (3) ֵניִַ֣ישְׂ ַהרִַ֣צטֹוןַ֣וִבירוָׁשָלִים (4) ִאיׁשִַ֣מבְׂ  בְׂ

ָרםַָ֣שָרי (5) ֶׁשתַֽאבְׂ ֶרְךֵַ֣עץַַ֣החִטים (6) ֵׁשםֵַ֣א   ֶאתֶֽד 
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(1) The people of the earth (2) The sons of Israel 

(3) The land of Jerusalem (4) In the book of the law of Moses 

(5) The words of the book of 
the law 

(6) You are my God 

(7) For our God is great (8) We have an old father 

(9) From his evil way (10) For I am the LORD your God 

6.0 VOCABULARY 

 generation דֹור stone (f) ֶאֶבן

ָבר bread ֶלֶחם  wilderness, desert ִמדְׂ

ֶסףַ֣   book ֵסֶפר silver  ֶך 

ַרִים star כֹוָכב  Egypt ִמצְׂ

ָמה ֶסד wisdom ָחכְׂ  goodness, kindness ֶח 

 child ֶיֶלד wine ַיִין

 

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER  READINGS 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew).  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

An adjective is a word that names a quality, or that defines or limits a noun. The 

adjective follows the noun it qualifies and agrees with it in number and gender. 

Hebrew adjectives function similarly to English adjectives with some variations. In 

English, adjectives appear before the noun they modify, but in Hebrew adjectives often 

appear after the noun they modify. 

2.0 OBJECTIVE 

At the end of this unit you should be able to: 

 Identify adjectival phrases and contructions in biblical Hebrew.  

 Apply the different usages of Hebrew adjectives.  

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Adjective Properties 

Like the nouns they modify, adjectives have the following properties: 

 Gender 

Hebrew adjectives have masculine and feminine gender, just like the noun they 

modify. While masculine nouns go with masculine adjectives, feminine nouns 

go with feminine adjectives.   
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 Number 

Hebrew adjectives agree with their noun numbers. Singular nouns require 

singular adjectives; plural nouns require plural adjectives, and dual nouns with 

dual adjectives. 

   Definiteness 

Nouns can either be definite (either by taking the definite article or by being a 

proper noun) or indefinite. Attributive adjectives must agree with their nouns in 

definiteness, and therefore may appear with the article.  

3.2 Adjective Usage 

There are four basic ways adjectives are used: 

1) Attribute Usage 

(a) Attributively, adjective follows the noun it qualifies and agrees with it in number, 

gender and definiteness. Examples: 

 a good manַ֣(expressed in Hebrew as „a man, a good one‟) ,ִאיׁשַ֣טֹוב

טֹוָבהִַ֣אָשה , a good woman (expressed in Hebrew as “a woman, a good one”)   

(b) When the noun is definite the adjective which qualifies it has the article. Examples: 

 the good manַ֣(expressed in Hebrew as ‘the man, the good (one)’) ,ָהִאיׁשַַ֣החֹוב

 the good womanַ֣(expressed in Hebrew as ‘the woman, the good ,ָהִאָשהַַ֣הטֹוָבה

(one)’) 

(c) Agreement of noun and adjective must be carefully watched in those cases where 

masculine nouns have feminine endings in the plural, and feminine nouns have 

masculine endings in the plural. Example: 

  ;good fathers  ,ָאבֹותַ֣טֹוִבים

and not   תָאבֹותַ֣טֹובֹו  
דֹולֹות   ;great women  ,ָנִׁשיםַ֣גְׂ

and not   ַ֣דֹוִליםָנִׁשים גְׂ  

2) Predicate Usage 

Predicatively, the adjective precedes the noun. In Hebrew, predicate adjectives appear 

before the noun and agree in gender and number (but not definiteness). Note that 

predicate adjectives never take the definite article.Example: 

 the man is good (expressed in Hebrew as „good (is) the man‟) ,טֹובַָ֣הִאיׁש
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   the woman is good (expressed in Hebrew as „good (is) the woman) ,טֹוָבהַָ֣הִאָשה

3) Substantive Usage 

An adjective can stand alone and function as a noun. When it does so, it may function 

as the subject or object of a verb and it always appears with the definite article. 

When you encounter a definite adjective that does not seem to modify a noun within a 

sentence, it may be a substantive adjective. Translate the adjective with an implied 

“one” (for singular forms) or “ones” for plural forms. Examples: 

Feminine Masculine  

The good (one) ַהחֹוָבה The good (one) ַהחֹוב Singular 

The good (ones) ַהחֹובֹות The good (ones) ַהחֹוִבים Plural 

4) Comparative/Superlative Usage 

(a) In English, when we say, “The boys are stronger than the girls”, it is a comparative 

statement because of the word “stronger”. To make a comparative statements, Hebrew 

adjectives combines with the preposition “from” (min) to complete the construction by 

adding it to the word that acts as the object of the comparison. Examples: 

 ַהַבִיתַָ֣גדֹולִַ֣מןַָ֣הֹאֶהל
The house big from the tent  

(meaning: The house is bigger than the tent) 

(b) When we say “Obi is the strongest boy in the class”, the word “strongest” depicts 

a superlative understanding. The Superlative Usage of the Adjective in Hebrew can be 

formed by placing the adverb meod (“very”) after an adjective. Examples:  

ֹאד  טֹובַ֣מְׂ
Very good  

(or the best) 

3.3 Patterns of Inflection of Adjectives 

(a) Adjectives must agree with the Noun they modify in gender and number. So the 

inflections of adjectives follow basically with that of Noun. That is, the endings of 

Adjectives (suffixes) are similar to that of Noun. 

Examples: 

Feminine Masculine  
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 ָאה
… 

Singular 

 Plural ִאים אֹות

 

Feminine Masculine  

 Singular טֹוב טֹוָבה

 Plural טֹוִבים טֹובֹות

(b) Adjectives must agree with the nouns they modify in gender and number. For 

example, consider the following adjective phrases. 

Examples: 

A good daughter ַבתַ֣טֹוָבה A good son ֵבןַ֣טֹוב 

Good daughters ָבנֹותַ֣טֹובֹות Good sons ָבִניםַ֣טֹוִבים 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

This unit confirms that Hebrew adjectives function similarly to English adjectives with 

some variations. Adjectival properties and usages and patterns of inflection of 

adjectives were also studied. 

5.0 SUMMARY 

1) General properties of adjectives include: 

 Gender (masculine or feminine) 

 Number (singular, plural or dual) 

 Definiteness 

2) Adjectival usage include: 

a. Attributive usage. Adjectives that directly modify a noun are called 

“attributive” because they attribute a certain characteristic to a noun. 

Attributive adjectives have the following properties: 

i. They follow the noun they modify 

ii. They agree with the noun they modify in:  
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1. Gender (masc / fem)  

2. Number (sing / pl)  

3. Definiteness (if the noun is definite, the adjective must be, 

too) 

b. Predicative usage. In Hebrew, predicate adjectives can appear before or 

after the noun and agree in gender and number -- but not definiteness. 

Predicate adjectives use the word “is” with the adjective to form the 

predicate of a complete clause (subject+verb). Predicate adjectives have 

the following properties: 

i. They appear before or after the noun they modify  

ii. They agree with the noun they modify in:  

1. Gender (masc / fem)  

2. Number (sing / pl)  

3. but not in definiteness  

c. Substantive usage. An adjective can stand alone and function as a noun. 

When it does so, it may function as the subject or object of a verb, and it 

always appears with the definite article. When you encounter a definite 

adjective that does not seem to modify a noun within a sentence, it may 

be a substantive adjective. Translate the adjective with an implied “one” 

(for singular forms) or “ones” for plural forms. 

d. Comparative/superlative usage. Adjectives may be used to make 

comparative statements. In Hebrew, comparisons are formed by adding 

the preposition (min) to the word that functions as the object of the 

comparison. Superlatives are formed by adding the adverb (meod) to the 

adjective. 

3) Pattern of Inflection. Since adjectives must agree with the noun they modify in 

gender and number, every adjective can take four possible forms: two for 

masculine nouns (singular and plural), and two for feminine nouns (singular 

and plural). These forms are changed by means of adding endings to the stem of 

the word, much in the same manner as endings are attached to nouns. 
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6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

 From the vocabulary you already know, create simple adjective phrases, 

such as “a good woman,” “the good woman,” “good women,” and “the 

good women.” Do this for the following nouns: 

1. Woman  2. Man 3. City 

4. Jesus 5. Moses 6. Land 

7. People   

Combine these nouns with the following adjectives: good, great, old, new, perfect, 

holy.  

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 

1. Each of the following entries contains an adjective. In the space marked (a) 

indicate whether the adjective is used attributively (A) or predicatively (P). in 

the space marked (b) give the gender of the adjective, and in (c) give its 

number.  

Example: 

חֹוָקה ֶרץַ֣רְׂ  from a distant landַ֣ (Josh. 9:6) ֵמֶא 

(a) ___A___ (b) __fem_ (c) __sing__ 

ַטָםה .1   a little maid ַנֲעָרהַ֣קְׂ

(a) _____ (b) _____ (c) _____ 

ָׁשָרה .2 ֶרְךַ֣יְׂ ֶד   by a straight way בְׂ

(a) _____ (b) _____ (c) _____ 

דֹוָלהַ֣ .3 ֶבןַ֣גְׂ ֶא   a great stone 

(a) _____ (b) _____ (c) _____ 

ִיתַָ֣חָדׁשַ֣ .4 ַב  a new house 

(a) _____ (b) _____ (c) _____ 

דֹוָלהַ֣ .5 ִעירַ֣גְׂ a great city 

(a) _____ (b) _____ (c) _____ 

ָקרֹובַַ֣הטֹוםַ֣ .6 the day is near 

(a) _____ (b) _____ (c) _____ 

ֹאדַ֣ .7 ֹאדַ֣מְׂ ֶרץַ֣מְׂ טִוָבהַָ֣הָא  the land was exceedingly good 

(a) _____ (b) _____ (c) _____ 
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ֶרְךַַ֣החֹוָבהַ֣ .8 ַהֶד  the good way 

(a) _____ (b) _____ (c) _____ 

2. From the vocabulary you already know, create 4 simple comparative adjective 

constructions.  

3. From the vocabulary you already know, create 4 simple predicative adjective 

phrases, such as “a woman is good,” “the woman is good,” “the man is wise,” 

“Moses is old,” and “the kings are evil.”  

8.0 VOCABULARY 

 Good טֹוב Great, big ָגדֹול
 Much, Many ַרב Old ָזֵכן

 Fire ֵאׁש New ָחָדׁש
 Priest ֹכֵהן Strong ָחָזק
 Horse סוס Wise ָחָכם
 Light ֹאור Beautiful ָיֵפה
ֹאד  Understanding ִביָנה Very (adverb) מְׂ
 Place, Abode ָמקֹום Upright ָיָׁשר

 Voice קֹול Holy ָקדֹוׁש
 Prophet ָנִביא Small ָקטֹון
 Righteous, Just ָצִדיק Evil, wicked ָרע

 That הוא Perfect, Complete ָּתִמים

9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER  READINGS 
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1.0  INTRODUCTION 

A pronoun is a word that stands in place of (“pro”) a noun. The word for which a 

pronoun stands (or refers back to) is called the antecedent of the pronoun. This unit 

studies the properties and types of Hebrew pronoun.  

2.0 OBJECTIVE 

This unit will equip the student to understand the different dynamics of pronouns in 

biblical Hebrew, ranging from pronoun properties, types of pronouns to pronominal 

endings. 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1  Properties of Pronoun 

Pronouns function more or less like Nouns. So they possess the same properties, 

namely: 

1. Gender 

Gender refers to whether the pronoun is masculine or feminine. The gender of 

the pronoun is determined by the gender of the noun, which is its antecedent. 

2.   Number 

Singular or Plural pronouns agree with the singular or plural of the antecedent 

nouns. 

Examples: 

Paul went to University where he got his first degree. 

The soldiers fought gallantly, and they received the crown.  
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(“Paul” is the antecedent noun of the pronoun “he” – singular; while the 

pronoun “they” corresponds with the antecedent noun “soldiers” – plural).  

3. Person 

A pronoun can be in the first person (I, We), second person (you – singular, 

you – plural), or third person (he/she/they). 

4. Case 

A pronoun can be a subject of a sentence (he is a king), an object in a phrase or 

clause (John loves her), or in a possessive relationship with an object (his 

Hebrew book).   

3.2 Types of Pronouns 

Types of Hebrew pronouns include: Personal pronouns, Demonstrative pronouns, 

Interrogative pronouns, and Relative pronouns. 

(a) Personal Pronouns  

The following are the forms of the independent personal pronoun 

1 cs ֲאִניַ֣,ָאֹנִכי I 1 cp נוַ֣,ֲאנו נוַ֣,ַנ חְׂ  We ֲאַנ חְׂ

2 ms ַאָּתה You 2 mp ַאֶּתם You 

2 fs ְַַׂ֣אּת You 2 fp ָנה  You ַאֶּתןַ֣,ַאֵת 

3 ms הוא He/it 3 mp ָלה  They ֵהםַ֣,ֵה 

3 fs ִהיא She/it 3 fp ָםה  They ֵהןַ֣,ֵה 

Notes: 

(i) The above forms of the personal pronouns are used only to express the 

nominative or a subject: they must not be put as oblique cases after a verb or 

preposition. 

(ii) When not expressing the subject, the personal pronouns become attracted in 

a fragmentary form to the end of other words. The fragments are named 

pronominal suffixes (to be studied later) 

(iii) Sentences that employ independent personal pronouns as subjects will often 

be verbless sentences (with the verb “to be” understood). 

Examples: 

הָוה  I (am) the LORD ֲאִניַ֣יְׂ

 You are the man ַאָּתהַָ֣הִאיׁש

 For you are dust ִךיָֽעָפר
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הָוהַ֣הואַָ֣הֱאֹלִהים  The LORD, he is God יְׂ

(b) Demonstrative Pronoun 

The forms of the demonstrative pronouns are as follows: 

Singular Plural 

Masc.  ֶזה this Masc.  ֶכה  these ֵא 

Fem.  זֹאת this Fem.  ֶכה  these ֵא 

Masc.  הוא that Masc. ָלה (ֵהם)ֵה   those 

Fem.  ִהיא that Fem. ַָ֣םה (ֵהן)ֵה   those 

Note: 

(i) Like adjectives, demonstrative pronoun may be used attributively. They agree 
in gender, number and article with the nouns to which they refer. 
Examples: 

 This place ַהָלקֹוםַַ֣הֶזה

ֶרץַַ֣הזֹאת  This land ָהָא 

 On that day ַבטֹוםַַ֣ההוא

 In that city ָבִעירַַ֣הִהיא

ֶכה ָבִריםַָ֣הֵא   These words ַהדְׂ

ֶכה  These cities ֶהָעִריםַַ֣הֵא 

 In those days ַבָטִמיםַָ֣הֵהם

(ii) Demonstrative pronouns may also be predicatively. They agree in gender, 
number with the nouns to which they are linked, but they never take the 
article. 

Examples: 

 This (is) the day ֶזהַַ֣הטֹום

ֶרץ  This (is) the land זֹאתַָ֣הָא 

 That (is) the word הואַַ֣הָדָבר

 That (is) the great city ִהואַָ֣הִעירַַ֣הגֹדָלה

ָבִרים ֶכהַַ֣הדְׂ  These (are) the words ֵא 
 

(c)   Interrogative Pronouns 

The following are the Hebrew Interrogative pronouns: 
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 ?What ָמה ?Who ִמי

 ?Why ָלָלה ?Why ַמדועַַ֣

 ?Where ֵאיֹפה ?When ָמַתי

 ?From Where ֵמַאִין ?How ֵאיְךַ֣/ֵַ֣איָכה

 Interrogative particle ֲהֽ ?Where ָאןַ֣/ַָ֣אָנה

 ?Where ַאֵיה ?Where ֵאי

(c) Relative Pronouns 

A relative pronoun (who, that, which) connects a modifying clause to an antecedent. 

This clause is called a relative clause since it “relates” the clause to the antecedent and 

modifies it adjectivally. For example: 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

This unit shows that Hebrew pronouns function more like Nouns, so they possess same 

properties like gender, number, person and case. The student should get aquainted with 

how they function for effective learning of the grammar. 

5.0 SUMMARY 

1) General Properties of Pronouns include:  

a) Gender: Gender is a property that indicates the sex of the 

antecedent (masculine or feminine).  

b) Number: Number is the property that indicates whether the 

antecedent represents one (singular) or more than one (plural) 

object.  

c) Person: Person refers to the relationship between the antecedent 

and the speaker. A pronoun can be in the first person, second 

person, or third person. 

d) Case: Case indicates the grammatical function of the pronoun in a 

sentence. A pronoun can be a subject of a sentence (He is a king), 

an object in a phrase or clause (John loves her), or in a possessive 

relationship with an object (his Hebrew book). 
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2) Types of Pronouns include: Personal, Demonstrative, Interrogative, and 

Relative pronouns. 

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

(1) Translate the following into English: 

ֶכה (1  ַהָשִניםַַ֣הֹחֹבתַָ֣הֵא 

יקַַ֣אָּתהַצדִַ֣ (2  

ִני (3 ֶלְךַָ֣גדֹולַָ֣א   ִךיֶַ֣מ 

דֹוָלהַַ֣הזֹאת (4  ָלִעירַַ֣הגְׂ

ָלה (5  ִכיֲֽחָזִקיםֵַ֣ה 

נו (6  ֲחָכִמיםֲַ֣אַנ חְׂ

 ִךיָֽחָזקַ֣הוא (7

 ִךיַָ֣מִריםַַ֣הם (8

ֹרָבה (9  ָהִעירַַ֣הזֹאתַ֣קְׂ

ָאֹנִכיַַ֣נַערַָ֣קֹטן (10  וְׂ

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 

(1) Underscore the correct pronominal form in the following entries 

 For he (is) small  ִךיַָ֣קֹטןַ֣)הואַ֣/ִַ֣היא( (1

ָּתה( (2 ַ֣/ַָ֣א    that you (are) stubborn  ִךיַָ֣קֶׁשהַ֣)ַאּתְׂ

ֹאד (3  for she (was) very beautiful  ִךיָֽיָפהַ֣)הואַ֣/ִַ֣הוא(ַ֣מְׂ

4) )  you (are) lovely   ָיָפהַ֣)ַאָּתהַ֣/ַַ֣אּתְׂ

5) )  you (were) perfect (blameless) ָּתִמיםַ֣)ַאָּתהַ֣/ַַ֣אּתְׂ

(2) Practice reading the Hebrew aloud. Cover the English translation 
and practice translating the Hebrew from sight 

ֹאד .1  The man Moses (was) very great ָהִאיׁשַֹ֣מֶׁשהַָ֣גדֹולַ֣מְׂ

 This great thing ַהָדָברַַ֣הָגדֹולַ֣ .2

ֶלְךַ֣ .3 הָוהַ֣וֶמ  ִךיֵַ֣אלַָ֣גדֹולַ֣יְׂ

 ָגדֹולַַ֣עלָֽךלֱֽאֹלִהיםַ֣

For the Lord (is) a great God, and a 
great king above all gods. 

 For it (was) near ִךיַָ֣קרֹובַ֣הוא .4

ֹרִביםֵַ֣הם .5  for they (were) near (neighbours) ִךיֽקְׂ



  

 

24 

8.0 VOCABULARY 

ֶבן 1  Moses ֹמֶׁשה Stone 10 (f)  ֶא 

 Prophet ָנִביא Generation 11 דֹור 2

ִים 3 רוָׁשַל   Lad, youth ַנ ַער Jerusalem 12 יְׂ

ָרהַנעֲַ֣ Thus 13 ֹךה 4  Maiden, young woman 

ֶחם 5 ֶפר Bread 14 ֶל   Book ֵס 

ָבר 6  Lest ֶפן Wilderness, desert 15 ִמדְׂ

ֶגל What? 16 ָמה 7  foot (f) ֶר 

ָפט Who? 17 ִמי 8  Judgment, justice ִמׁשְׂ

ֶמן 9  law, Instruction (f) ּתֹוָרה Oil, fat 18 ֶׁש 

9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER  READINGS 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew). 

UNIT 5 PRONOMINAL SUFFIXES WITH NOUNS 

CONTENT 

1.0 Introduction 

2.0 Objectives 

3.0 Main Content 

3.1 The Pronominal Suffixes   
4.0 Summary 

5.0 Self-Assessment Exercises 

6.0 Vocabulary 

7.0 References/Further Readings 

1.0 Introduction 

This unit discusses the pronominal suffixes on Hebrew nouns. Pronominal 

suffixes were originally independent personal pronouns that became attached to the 

noun or preposition they followed. When appearing on nouns, they are possessive; 

example: his book. When appearing on prepositions or the definite direct object 
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marker, they are objective; example: to him. When attached to verbs, they normally 

serve as direct objects of the verb; when attached to particles, they may express a 

variety of relationships, depending on the function of the particles.  

2.0 Objectives 

By the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Mark out the direct objects of verbs and prepositions. 

 Identify possessive nouns 

 Define other functions of pronominal suffixes. 

3.0 Main Content 

3.1 The Pronominal Suffixes 

The relation existing between a noun and its pronominal suffix is really the construct 

relation. The form of the noun, however is not always identical with that of the 

construct, but varies with the position of the tone. In this section, only the endings of 

the noun as affected by the suffix are treated. 

When attached to nouns, pronominal suffixes function as possessive pronouns. 

Notes: 

1) Pronominal suffixes for singular nouns (Masculine or Feminine) 

1 cs ִי My 1 cp נו ֵ Our 

2 ms ְָׂך Your 2 mp ְֶׂכם Your 

2 fs ְך ֵ Your 2 fp ְֶׂכן Your 

3 ms ֹו His 3 mp ָם Their 

3 fs ָה Her 3 fp ָן Their 

Examples: 

(a) סוס Masculine singular absolute, “horse” 

 ”Masculine singular construct, “horse of סוס

1 cs סוִסי My horse 1 cp נו  Our horse סוֵס 

2 ms ָך ֶכם Your horse 2 mp סוסְׂ  Your horse סוסְׂ

2 fs סוֵסְך Your horse 2 fp ֶכן  Your horse סוסְׂ

3 ms סוסֹו His horse 3 mp סוָסם Their horse 

3 fs סוָסה Her horse 3 fp סוָסן Their horse 
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(b) סוָסה Feminine singular absolute, “mare” 

 ”Feminine singularַ֣construct, “mare of סוַסת

1 cs סוָסִתי My mare 1 cp נו  Our mare סוָסֵת 

2 ms ָך ֶכם Your mare 2 mp סוָסתְׂ  Your mare סוָסתְׂ

2 fs סוָסֵתְך Your mare 2 fp ֶכן  Your mare סוָסתְׂ

3 ms סוָסתֹו His mare 3 mp סוָסָתם Their mare 

3 fs סוָסָתה Her mare 3 fp סוָסָתן Their mare 

2) Pronominal Suffixes for Plural nouns (masculine or feminine) 

1 cs ַי My 1 cp ינו ֵ Our 

2 ms יָך ֶ Your 2 mp ֵיֶכם Your 

2 fs ִיְך ַ Your 2 fp ֵיֶכן Your 

3 ms יו ָ His 3 mp ֵיֶהם Their 

3 fs ַָ֣יה ֶ Her 3 fp ֵיֶהן Their 

Examples: 

(a) ֱאֹלִהים Masculine plural absolute, “God, gods” 

 ”Masculine plural construct, “God of, gods of ֱאֹלֵהי

1 cs ֱאֹלַהי My God 1 cp ינו  Our God ֱאֹלֵה 

2 ms יָך  Your God ֱאֹלֵהיֶכם Your God 2 mp ֱאֹלֶה 

2 fs ִיְך  Your God ֱאֹלֵהיֶכן Your God 2 fp ֱאֹלַה 

3 ms ֱאֹלָהיו His God 3 mp ֱאֹלֵהיֶהם Their God 

3 fs ַָ֣יה  Their God ֱאֹלֵהיֶהן Her God 3 fp ֱאֹלֶה 

(b) תֹורֹות Feminine plural absolute, “laws” 

 ”Feminine plural contruct, “laws of תֹורֹות

1 cs תֹורֹוַתי My laws 1 cp ינו  Our laws תֹורֹוֵת 

2 ms יָך  Your laws תֹורֹוֵתיֶכם Your laws 2 mp תֹורֹוֶת 

2 fs ִיְך  Your laws תֹורֹוֵתיֶכן Your laws 2 fp תֹורֹוַת 

3 ms תֹורֹוָתיו His laws 3 mp תֹורֹוֵתיֶהם Their laws 

3 fs ַָ֣יה  Their laws תֹורֹוֵתיֶהן Her laws 3 fp תֹורֹוֶת 
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3) The dual nouns take the same suffixes as the plural 

Examples: 

ִים  ”Feminine dual absolute, “hands ָיַד 

ֵדי  ”Feminine dual construct, “hands of יְׂ

1 cs יַדי My hands 1 cp ינו  Our hands ָיֵד 

2 ms יָך ֵדיֶכם Your hands 2 mp ָיֶד   Your hands יְׂ

2 fs ִיְך    Your hands 2 fp ָיַד 

3 ms ָיָדיו His hands 3 mp ֵדיֶהם  Their hands יְׂ

3 fs ַָ֣יה ֵדיֶהן Her hands 3 fp ָיֶד   Their hands יְׂ

4.0 Summary 

This unit presented: 

1) Pronominal suffixes for singular nouns (Masculine or Feminine) 

2) Pronominal Suffixes for Plural nouns (masculine or feminine) 

3) The dual nouns take the same suffixes as the plural 

5.0 Self Assessment Exercises 

1) Translate and practice pronouncing the following: 

 יֹוםַַ֣הַשָבת .1 ִמַטדַָ֣הִאָשה .1

ֵׁשיַָ֣הִעיר .5 ֶבןָֽאָדם .2 נֹותַַ֣אנְׂ  בְׂ

ִביִאים .3 ֵניַֽהםְׂ  ָראֵׁשיֶַ֣הָהִרים .6 וִמבְׂ

ֶרץ .4 ֵכיַָ֣הָא  ֶכהַַ֣מלְׂ ֵא  ָרֵאל .7 וְׂ ֵניִַ֣ישְׂ ֶרץַ֣בְׂ ֶא   בְׂ

6.0 Vocabulary 

אֹור He bound, pledged ָחַבל  Stream, canal יְׂ

 dry ground (f) ַיָבָׁשה Rope, band, lot ֶחֶבל

 hand (f) ָיד Company, association ֶחֶבר

 He knew ָיַדע Feast, festival ַחג

הָוה He ceased ָחַדל  LORD (Adonay) יְׂ

 Ram, ram‟s horn ֹיֵבל Chamber, room ֶחֶדר
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 Day יֹום new (adj) ָחָדׁש

 dove (f) יֹוָנה Sand חֹול

 Potter יֹוֵצר Wall חֹוָמה

7.0 References/Further  Readings 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew). 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Hebrew language has no indefinite article like „a‟ or „an‟. The absence of the definite 

article is used to determine when an indefinite article is used. To make a Hebrew word 

(of either gender) definite, you add a Hey (ה) before the noun. Sometimes the vowel 

under the Hey changes, depending on whether the noun begins with a regular letter or 

a guttural letter. 

2.0 OBJECTIVE 

At the end of this unit you will learn how to: 

 Prefix the definite article with guttural and non-guttural letters. 

 Determine the indefinite article in Hebrew grammar. 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Before All Non-Gutturals 

http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Grammar/Unit_One/Aleph-Bet/Hey/hey.html
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The usual form of the article in Hebrew before all non-gutturals is ַֻ֣ ַה (hey (ה) plus 

patach ( ַ), plus dagesh forte ( ֻ) in the first consonant of the noun; as in: 

the day/ today  ַהטֹום (hay-yôm)  =      ַה ַֻ֣ +  יֹום 

the king ַהֶלֶלְך (ham-melekh)  =   ַה ַֻ֣ +  ֶמֶלְך 

the son ֵַַ֣בןה  (hab-ben)  =   ַה ַֻ֣ +  ֵבן 

3.2 Before Strong Gutturals 

Before the strong or harsh gutturals ה and ח which may be doubled by 

implication, the form of the article is ַַ֣ה without a dagesh forte in the following 

letter. As in: 

 הַַ֣  +  ֹהֵלְך    =  (ha-hǒlēk) ַהֹהֵלְך

the darkness ַהֹחֶׁשְך (ha-chōshēk) =   הַַ֣  +  ֹחֶׁשְך 

3.3 Before Weak Gutturals 

Before the weak guttural ע ,א and before ר, which cannot be doubled, the patach 

under Hey (ַַ֣ה) lengthens to a qamets (ַָ֣ה). As in:  

the man  ַָ֣הִאיׁש  (ha-’îsh)   =        הַַ֣  +  ִאיׁש 

the bird ַָ֣העֹוף  (hā-‘ôf)   =         הַַ֣  +  עֹוף 

 הַַ֣  +  ָרִקיעַַ֣     =    (‘hā- rāqia) ָהָרִקיעַַ֣

3.4 Before ַַָָ֣֣חַָ֣הַ֣ע  

Before ַָ֣ח and before an unaccented ַָ֣עַָ֣ ,ה, the patach under Hey (ַַ֣ה) is 

deflected to a segôl (ֶַ֣ה) for the sake of dissimilarity. As in: 

ֶהָחָזקַ֣   (he-chāzāq)   =         הַַ֣    +    ָחָזק 

 הַַ֣    +    ָהִרים         =    (he-hārîm) ֶהָהִרים 

 הַַ֣    +    ָעֹון              =     (he-‘āvōn) ֶהָעֹון
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3.5 Before a noun with initial (ְַׂ֣י) 

Before a noun whose initial consonant is yod, followed by a sheva (ְַׂ֣י) and 

sometimes before a noun whose initial consonant is mem, followed by a sheva 

 without a dagesh forte in the following letter. As הַַ֣ the form of the article is ,(מְַׂ֣)

in:  

the children  ַָ֣לִדים ַהיְׂ  (ha- yelādîm)    =       ָלִדים  הַַ֣    +    יְׂ

ִסָכה   ִסָכה       =  (ha-mesillâ) ַהמְׂ  הַַ֣    +    מְׂ
3.6 Other rules 

A few nouns in their singular form undergo internal changes when the definite 

article is prefixed to them. Common ones are the following: 

 the earth (hā-’ārets)ָהָאֶרץ   = (erets’) ֶאֶרץ

 the mountain (hā-hār) ָהָהר   =  (har) ַהר

 the people (hā-‘ām) ָהָעם   =  (am‘) ַעם

 the garden (hag-gān) ַהָגן   =  (gan) ַגן

 the bull (hap-pār) ַהָפר   =  (par) ַפר

 the festival (he-chāg) ֶהָחג   =  (chag) ַחג

 the ark (hā-’arôn) ָהָארֹון   =  (arôn’) ֲארֹון

4.0 CONCLUSION 

This unit has shown the different uses of definite article in Hebrew. The student should 

pay particular attention to guttural letters, which exhibits most of the variant usages. 

However the regular prefix of hey plus patach and forte remains the regular form of 

Hebrew definite article. 

5.0 SUMMARY PAGE 

The table below summarizes the study on definite articles: 

S/N Before Hebrew 
Form 

Without 
Definite 
Article 

With 
Definite 
Article 

1  All non- 
gutturals ַֻ֣ ָלה ַה יְׂ ָלה ַל  יְׂ  ַהַכ 

ח,הַ֣  2  ַהֹחֶׁשְך ֹחֶׁשְך הַַ֣ 
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ר,עַ֣,אַ֣  3  ָהִאיׁש ִאיׁש הַָ֣ 

ָחַ֣,ָהַ֣ ,עַָ֣  4  ֶהָהִרים ָהִרים הֶַ֣ 

5  ַ֣ מְַׂ֣,יְׂ ָלִדים הַַ֣  ָלִדים יְׂ  ַהיְׂ

 

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 

 Prefix the definite article to the following words and transliterate them. 

ָלהַל ַ֣ .2 ֶמֶלך .1 יְׂ  יֹום .3 

 ַבִית .6 ָעָפר .5 ֹחֶׁשְך .4

 ַגן .9 ִעם .8 ִאָשה .7

ִרית .11 רֹאׁש .10  אֹור .12 בְׂ

 ָאָדם .15 ֵהיָכל .14 ִעיר .13

 ָעָׁשן .18 ַהר .17 ָיד .16

   ָׁשלֹום .20 ֶחֶרב .19

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 

Complete the writing of the definite article with the following nouns: 

 הַבִית .3 הָעָנן .2 הֶאֶרץ .1

 הָׁשָנה .6 הַהר .5 היֹום .4

 הֲאָדָמה .9 הֱאֹלִהים .8 הצֹאן .7

ִרית .11 הֹאֶהל .10  היֹום .12 הבְׂ

 הֵעת .15 הָׁשלֹום .14 הַעם .13

 הרֹאׁש .18 הֵלב .17 הָחג .16

ֹאר .19    הִעיר .20 היְׂ

8.0 VOCABULARY 
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ֶלְך .1  ,Humankind ,(ādām’) ָאָדם .King 11 (melek) ֶמ 

 Darkness ,(chōshek) ֹחֶׁשְך .Light 12 (ôr’) אֹור .2

 Ground ,(adāmāh’) ֲאָדָמה .Earth 13 (erets’) ֶאֶרץ .3

 God ,(elōhîm’) ֱאֹלִהים .Dust 14 ,(āfār‘) ָעָפר .4

 Head ,(r’ōsh) רֹאׁש .House 15 ַ֣,(bayit) ַבִית .5

ָלהַל ַ֣ .City 16 ,(îr‘) ִעיר .6 יְׂ  (layelāh), Night 

 Feast, festival ,(chag) ַחג .Day 17 ,(yôm) יֹום .7

 Between(bên) ֵבין .Hand 18 ,(yād) ָיד .8

ִרי .9 ֶרבֶע ַ֣ .Fruit 19 ,(perî) פְׂ  (erev) Evening 

 Place (māqôm) ָמקֹום .Morning 20 ,(bōqer) ֹבֶקר .10

9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER  READINGS 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew).  
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UNIT 7 PREPOSITIONS AND VAV CONJUNCTION 

CONTENT 

1.0 Introduction 

2.0 Objectives 

3.0 Main Content 

3.1 Inseparable Prepositions  
3.2 The Preposition min    

3.3 Independent Prepositions  

3.4 Vav Conjunction    
4.0 Conclusion 

5.0 Summary 

6.0 Self-Assessment Exercises 

7.0 Tutor-Marked Assignments 

8.0 Vocabulary 

9.0 References/Further Readings 

1.0  INTRODUCTION 

A preposition is a word or group of words (e.g. in, from, to, out of, on behalf of, etc) 

often placed before a noun or pronoun to indicate place, direction, source, method, etc. 

The vav is a conjunctive word translated as „and‟ in English. The vav conjunction, 

inseparable prepositions and min function as a prefix to Hebrew words just like the 

definite article. Sometimes the vowel under them changes, depending on the consonant 

that appears at the beginning of the word. The Vav conjunction is pointed like the 

inseparable prepositions with few exceptions. 

2.0  OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

1. Understand the basic grammar of the preposition and Vav conjunction in 

Biblical Hebrew 

2. Begin identifying various prepositional phrases and constructions in the 

Scriptures. 

3.0  MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 The Inseparable Prepositions 

In Hebrew, few prepositions are inseparable and are prefixed to nouns, like the 

definite article. Others are independent and function more like English 

prepositions. 



  

 

35 

The inseparable prepositions in Hebrew are: 

 ( אְַׂ֣ plus a sheva ב .i.e) in, by, with בְַׂ֣

 (אְַׂ֣ plus a sheva ך .i.e) as, like, according to ךְַׂ֣

 (אְַׂ֣ plus a sheva ל .i.e) to, for, at לְַׂ֣

Note: 

i. The usual pointing of the inseparable prepositions before consonants that have 

full vowels is with a simple sheva. As in: 

in a king  ֶמֶלְך  בְַׂ֣       +     ֶמֶלְך      =     bemelekh בְׂ

as a king  ֶמֶלְך  ךְַׂ֣       +     ֶמֶלְך      =     kemelekh ךְׂ

to a king  ֶמֶלְך  לְַׂ֣       +     ֶמֶלְך      =     lemelekh לְׂ
ii. Before consonants having a simple sheva, the inseparable preposition is pointed 

with a chireq. As in: 

in a covenant  ִרית ִרת      =     biv-rîth ִבבְׂ  בְַׂ֣       +     בְׂ

as a covenant  ִרית ִרת      =     kiv-rîth ִךבְׂ  ךְַׂ֣       +     בְׂ

to a covenant  ִרית ִרת      =     liv-rîth ִלבְׂ  לְַׂ֣       +     בְׂ

iii. Before a consonantal yod with a simple sheva (ְַׂ֣י), the inseparable preposition is 

pointed with a chireq. Then the chireq combines with the yod to form a chireq-

yod. This causes the yod to lose its consonantal value, and the sheva under it 

drops out. As in: 

in Judah  ִביהוָדה bîhûdāh   =      הוָדה  בְַׂ֣       +     יְׂ

as Judah  ִךיהוָדה kîhûdāh   =      הוָדה  ךְַׂ֣       +     יְׂ

to Judah  ָדהִליהו  lîhûdāh   =      הוָדה  לְַׂ֣       +     יְׂ

iv. Before a guttural with a compound sheva ( ַ֣ ַַ֣֣,ֲא אֳַַ֣֣,ֱא ), the inseparable 

preposition is pointed with the corresponding short vowel. As in: 

in a lion  ַבֲאִרי ba’arî ַַַ֣֣֣=      בְַׂ֣       +     ֲאִרי 

as a lion  ַךֲאִרי ka’arî ַַַ֣֣֣=      ךְַׂ֣       +     ֲאִרי 

to a lion  ַלֲאִרי la’arî ַַַ֣֣֣=      לְַׂ֣       +     ֲאִרי 
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v. Occasionally before an ’alef (א) that has a chatef-segol (ֱַ֣א), the preposition 

receives a tsere, the chatef-segol drops, while the א quiesces or becomes silent. 

As in:ַַ֣֣ 

in God  ֵבאֹלִהים bē’lôhîm    =      בְַׂ֣       +     ֱאֹלִהים 

as God  ֵךאֹלִהים kē’lôhîm    =      ךְַׂ֣       +     ֱאֹלִהים 

to God  ֵלאֹלִהים lē’lôhîm    =      לְַׂ֣       +     ֱאֹלִהים 

vi. Before a definite article, the ה of the article drops out, and the preposition 

receives the vowel pointing under ה As in: 

in the man  ָבִאיׁש bā-’îsh    =      בְַׂ֣       +     ָהִאיׁש 

as the man  ָבִאיׁש kā-’îsh    =      ךְַׂ֣       +     ָהִאיׁש 

to the man  ָבִאיׁש lā-’îsh    =      לְַׂ֣       +     ָהִאיׁש 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

in the house  ַבַבִית bab-bayit    =      בְַׂ֣       +    ַהַבִית 

as the house  ַךַבִית kab-bayit    =      ךְַׂ֣       +    ַהַבִית 

to the house  ַלַבִית lab-bayit    =      לְַׂ֣       +    ַהַבִית 
vii. Sometimes immediately before the tone-syllable (accented syllable) the 

inseparable preposition assumes the vowel qamets (ַָ֣א). As in: 

in waters  ָבָמִים  bāmāyim ַַַ֣֣֣=      בְַׂ֣       +    ַמִים 

as waters  ָךָמִים  kāmāyim ַַַ֣֣֣=      ךְַׂ֣       +    ַמִים 

to waters  ָלָמִים  lāmāyim ַַַ֣֣֣=      לְַׂ֣       +    ַמִים 

3.2  The preposition ִמן (min), from, out of 

The preposition ִמן (min) can perform a dual role, namely: (a) when it is prefixed 

to a word that has not the definite article. It becomes inseparable, but (b) it is 

somehow separable with a maqqef if it has a definite article. 

Note: 
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i. When the preposition ִמן is before ordinary letters (i.e. excluding gutturals 

 is assimilated and the following letter is נ the vowelless (ר and אהחע

doubled by daghes forte as compensation. As in:  

from David  ִמָדִוד  mid-dāvid ַַַ֣֣֣=       ִמן       +     ָדִוד 

from a day  ִמטֹום  miy-yôm ַַַ֣֣֣=        ִמן       +     יֹום 

from a king  ִמֶלֶלְך  mim-melekh ַַַ֣֣֣=      ִמן       +    ֶמֶלְך 

ii. Before gutturals or ר, the preceding chireq under מ lengthens to tsere. As 

in: 

from a human-kind  ֵמָאָדם  mē’ādām ַַַ֣֣֣=       ִמן       +     ָאָדם 

from a man  ֵמִאיׁש  mē’îsh ַַַ֣֣֣=       ִמן       +     ִאיׁש 

from a mountain  ֵמַהר  mēhar ַַַ֣֣֣=         ִמן       +      ַהר 

iii. Before a yod pointed with a simple sheva (ְַׂ֣י) the preposition contracts to 

 :As in  .ִמי

from Judah  ִמיהוָדה  mîhûdāh ַַַ֣֣֣=             הוָדה  ִמן       +     יְׂ

from Jerusalem  ִמירוָׁשַלִים  mîrûshālayim ַַַ֣֣֣=       רוָׁשַלִים  ִמן       +     יְׂ

iv. Before the definite article, the preposition may remain separated by a 

maqqef. As in: 

from the king  ִמןַֽהֶלֶלך  min-ham-melekh ַַַ֣֣֣  ִמן       +     ַהֶלֶלְך             =

from the house  ִמןַֽהַבִית  min-hab-bayit  ַַַ֣֣֣=              ִמן       +     ַהַבִית 
Or the preposition becomes inseparable. As in: 

ְךַהֶללֶַ֣מֵַּ֣ becomes ַהֶלֶלְך before ִמן , from the king 

ַהַבִיתמֵַּ֣ becomes ַהַבִית before ִמן  from the house 

3.3  Unattached or Independent Prepositions 

Unattached or Independent prepositions more or less function like the English 

prepositions. Some of them are: 

ֵני .To, into, toward 2 ֶאל .1  before, in front of ִלפְׂ
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 upon, above, about ַעל .With 4 ִעם .3

ַחד .Between 6 ֵבין .5  under, instead of ַּתּ

 behind, after ַאֲחֵרי .Until, unto 8 ַעד .7

   Beside, near ֵאֶצל .9

3.4  The vav conjunction (ְַׂ֣ו), and 

The vav conjunction (ְַׂ֣ו), is translated ‘and’. It is pointed like the inseparable 

prepositions with few exceptions. 

Note: 
i. Ordinarily before a consonant with full vowel (except labials ַ֣פ,מַ֣,ב ) it is 

pointed with a sheva (ְַׂ֣ו). As in: 

and a horse  סוס וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +    סוס        =ַ֣  ַַ֣֣ vesûs   וְׂ  

and a human-kind  ָאָדם וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +    ָאָדם        =ַ֣  ַַ֣֣ ve’ādām   וְׂ  

ii. Before a labial with a full vowel it takes the form ַ֣ו As in: 

and a between  וֵבין   ûvēn ַַ֣֣  ַ֣=         וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +    ֵבין  

and a king  וֶמֶלְך   ûmelekh ַַ֣֣  ַ֣=     וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +    ֶמֶלְך  

and here  וֹפה   ûfôh ַַ֣֣  ַ֣=        וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +    ֹפה  

iii. Before ְַׂ֣י ,ַ֣the ְַׂ֣ו contracts with ְַַׂ֣֣י to form ִוי ַ֣, As in: 

and Judah  ִויהוָדה   vîhûdāh  ַ֣ הוָדה     =ַ֣   וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +   יְׂ  

let there be  ִויִהי   vîhî  ַ֣ ִהי         =ַ֣   וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +   יְׂ  
iv. Before a compound sheva, it takes the corresponding short vowel. As in: 

and I  ֲַ֣א va’anî   ִני ַוּ  ַ֣ וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +   ֲאִני         =ַ֣    

and truth  ֱאֶמת ve’emet  ֶוּ  ַ֣ וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +   ֱאֶמת     =ַ֣    

and sickness  ִַָּ֣ליחֳַ֣ו  vocholî  ַ֣ וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       + ַ֣  ֳחִלי       =ַ֣    

v. Before the tone-syllable (or accented syllable), the vav conjunction is often ַָ֣ו 
,As in: 

and a night  ַ֣ ָלהָוַל יְׂ   vālayelāh  ַ֣ ָלהַל ַ֣      =ַ֣   יְׂ וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +     

and evil  ָוָרע  vārā‘  ַ֣ וְַַַׂ֣֣֣       +   ָרע         =ַ֣    
4.0  CONCLUSION 
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This unit discussed the dynamics of Hebrew prepositions and conjunctions. The 

student is encouraged to practice and get acquainted with the rules governing their 

usage in Hebrew Grammar. 

5.0  SUMMARY 

The tables below summarize our studies on prepositions and vav conjunction. 

(a) Illustrative Table for Preposition ַ֣ ַ֣,בְׂ לְַׂ֣,ךְׂ    

S/N Before Hebrew 

Form 

Without 

Preposition 

With 

Preposition 

1 All non- gutturals with full vowels ַ֣ ַ֣,בְׂ לְַׂ֣,ךְׂ ֶלְך  ֶלְך ֶמ  ֶמ   בְׂ

2 Consonants with simple sheva ַ֣לִַ֣,ִךַ֣,ִב ִרית  ִרית בְׂ  ִבבְׂ

3 yod with a simple sheva ִַ֣לי,ִךיַ֣,ִבי הוָדה   ִביהוָדה יְׂ

4 A guttural with a compound sheva ַ֣לַַ֣,ַךַ֣,ַב  ַבֲאִרי ֲאִרי 

5 An ’alef that has a chatef-segol 

(sometimes) 
לֵַ֣,ֵךַ֣,ֵבַ֣  ֵבאֹלִהים ֱאֹלִהים 

6 A definite article ַ֣לַָ֣,ָךַ֣,ָב  ָבִאיׁש ָהִאיׁש 
7 The tone-syllable (Sometimes) ַ֣לַָ֣,ָךַ֣,ָב ִים  ִים ַמַ֫  ָבָמַ֫

(a) Illustrative Table for the preposition ִמן 

S/N Before Hebrew 
Form 

Without 
Preposition 

With 
Preposition 

1 All non- 
gutturals with 
full vowels 

 ִמֶלֶלְך ֶמֶלְך ִמ ַֻ֣

 
2 

Gutturals or 

 ר
 מֵַ֣
 

 ֵמָאָדם ָאָדם

 
3 

yod with a 
simple sheva 

הוָדה ִמי  ִליהוָדה יְׂ

 
4 

Definite 
article 

 ִמןֽ
Or 

 מֵַּ֣

 ִמןַֽהַבִית ַהַבִית
Or 

ַהַבִיתמֵַּ֣  

(b) Illustrative Table for vav conjunction (ְַׂ֣ו) 

S/N Before Hebrew Form Without With 
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Preposition Preposition 

1 All consonants 
with full 
vowels 

ָאָדם ָאָדם וְַׂ֣  וְׂ

2 Before labials 
with full 
vowels 

 ו
 

 וֵבין ֵבין

3 yod with a 
simple sheva 

הוָדה ִוי  ִויהוָדה יְׂ

4 A compound 
sheva 

ַ֣,ַ֣וַַּ֣ וַָּ֣,ֶוּ ֲאִניוַַּ֣ ֲאִני   

5 A tone-syllable ַָָ֣לה ו יְׂ ָלה ַלּ יְׂ  ָוַלּ

6.0  SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 

 Prefix the preposition ַ֣ ַ֣,בְׂ לְַׂ֣,ךְׂ , to the following words, transliterate and 

translate the same. 
Example,  

ֶמֶלְך ֽ ֶמֶלְך  bemelekh, in a king בְׂ

ֶמֶלְך ֽ       kemelekh, as a king ךְׂ

ֶמֶלְך ֽ  lemelekh, to a king לְׂ

הוָדה .2 ַבִית .1  סוס .4 ֹחֶׁשְך .3 יְׂ

 רֹאׁש .8 ָאָדם .7 יֹום .6 ַמִים .5

7.0  TUTOR-MARKED ASSINGMENTS 

1) Translate the following words to Hebrew. 

1. The man and a lion 2. Waters to waters 

3. A house in Judah 4. Day and night 

5. The man upon the horse 6. A covenant for the earth 

7. The city and the light 8. From God and man 

9. In a day 10. In the day 

11. From the day 12. From the king 

13. To the city 14. God as a king 

15. Between the son 16. Evil and darkness 

17. From the house 18. From a day 

19. From a king 20. From a city 

2) Translate the following phrases 

 ָׁשלֹוםַָ֣בָאֶרץ .2 ָאָדםֵַ֣ואֹלִהים .1



  

 

41 

ָלהוַבַכ ַַ֣בטֹוםַ֣ .3 יְׂ  וֵביןַַ֣הֹחֶׁשְך .4 

 יֹוםַ֣וֵמֶאֶרץ .6 טֹובַָ֣וָרע .5

ָׁשלֹום .7  ֵביןַָ֣האֹור .8 ִמֵבןַ֣וְׂ

רוָׁשַלִים .9  ֵאֶצלַָ֣הָהר .10 ֶאלֽיְׂ

3) Prefix the preposition ִמן to the following words. 

ִרי .3 ַהַבִית .2 ַבִית .1  פְׂ

 ַהֹחֶׁשְך .6 ָיד .5 ֹחֶׁשְך .4

 ֶאֶרץ .9 ָהִעיר .8 ִאָשה .7

4) Put the vav conjunction to the following words, transliterate and translate 

ָדָבר .2 ָדָבר .1  ַבָדָבר .3 בְׂ

ָלהַל ַ֣ .4 יְׂ ָלהַהַל ַ֣ .5  יְׂ  ַבִית .6 

בִית .7 ִרית .8 ךְׂ  ֱאֶמת .9 ִךבְׂ

יֹום .12 ַהמוס .11 ִביהוָדה .10  לְׂ

8.0  VOCABULARY 

 al,  upon, above, about‘ ַעל .îsh, man 2’ ִאיׁש .1

ִרית .3  im, with‘ ִעם .berîth, covenant    4 בְׂ

הוָדה .5  bên, between  ֵבין .Yehûdāh, Judah 6 יְׂ

 bēn, son ֵבן .arî, lion 8’ ֲאִרי .7

 ad, until, unto‘ ַעד .elôhîm, God 10’ ֱאֹלִהים .9

ַחת .mayim, water 12 ַמִים .11  tachath, under, instead of ַּתּ

  acharî, behind, after’ ַאֲחִרי .Sûs, horse 14 סוס .13

 ētsel, beside, near’ ֵאֶצל .bayith, house 16 ַבִית .15

רוָׁשַלִים .el, to, toward, into 18’ ֶאל .17  Yerûshālayim, Jerusalem יְׂ

ֵני .Pōh, here 20 ֹפה .19  ,Lifnê, before, in front of ִלפְׂ

 Shālôm, peace ָׁשלֹום .tôv, good 22 טֹוב .21

ִהי .23  rā‘, evil ָרע .yehî, let there be 24 יְׂ
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Unit 13 Pronominal suffixes (II) 
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UNIT 8 USE OF HEBREW LEXICON 

CONTENT 

1.0 Introduction 

2.0 Objectives 

3.0 Main Content 

3.1 The Use of the Lexicon in the Location and 

Translation of Verbs 

4.0 Conclusion 

5.0 Summary 

6.0 Self-Assessment Exercises 

7.0 Tutor-Marked Assignments 

8.0 Vocabulary 

9.0 References/Further Readings 
 

1.0  INTRODUCTION 

The Hebrew lexicon is a type of dictionary containing a list of all possible key words 

in the language; it includes a definition of each word that can stand alone or be 

combined with other parts to produce words.  Available Hebrew lexicons include: 

Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew Lexicon (BDB); Strong‟s Concordance; Cline‟s 

Concise Dictionary of Classical Hebrew; etc. The student should learn to make an 

analysis of every Hebrew verb forms; in this way, the use of Hebrew lexicon in 

translation will be fun. This unit will discuss tips on how to use the Hebrew lexicon for 

translation purposes. 

2.0  OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 
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 Learn how to isolate and identify all prefixes and suffixes in Hebrew verbal 

forms 

 Reconstruct the root of a word. 

 Learn how to find the root form in a reliable lexicon in order to determine 

its meaning. 

3.0  MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 The Use of the Lexicon in the Location and Translation of Verbs 

The following guidelines will help in the use of Hebrew lexicons for translation: 

1) Identify and isolate all prefixes and suffixes (if any) on the verb form under 

consideration. For example, the word: 

ָרהוְַׂ֣ ָׁשמְׂ  (and she kept), has the prefix ְַׂ֣ו and the suffix  ה ָ 

If we remove the prefix and the suffix, we now have three consonants ׁשמר 
from which we can make a tentative reconstruction of the verb root.  Qal, 

Pi„el and Pu„aldo not carry prefixes in the perfect. The vav conjunction, 

though a prefix has no consequence on the verbal form. 

2) In the absence of a prefix on the perfect (excluding the vav conjuction), the 

verbal form could likely be Qal, Pi„el, or Pu„al. Once it has been determined 

that the form is not prefixed, the verb is considered a Qal if there is no 

dagesh forte in the middle consonant. But if it does, the verb could either be 

Pi„el or Pu„al. Example, the verb root: 

 which has a dagesh forte in the middle letter is either a Pi„el or ׁשלרַ֣

Pu„al; 

But the verb rootַׁ֣שמר which has no dagesh forte is a Qal.  

3) Pay close attention to the prefix of different verbal stems which must be 

clearly isolated in determining the root of the perfect form, namely: 

נִַַ֣֣ .1  is the prefix for the Nif‟al perfect 

ִהתְַַׂ֣֣ .2  is the prefix for the Hitpa‟el perfect 

הִַַ֣֣ .3  is  the prefix for the Hif‟il perfect 

הַַָ֣֣ .4  is the prefix for the Hof‟al perfect 

4) Having identified and isolated all prefixes and suffixes, you should focus on 

the suffixes to determine the person, gender, and number of the form. Recall 

the table of Qal suffixes here: 
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3 m.s  He  

3 c.p 

 
 ו

 

They 3 f.s ה ָ  She 

2 m.s ַָּ֣ת You 2 m.p ֶּתם You 

2 f.s ְַּׂ֣ת You 2 f.p ֶּתן You 

1 c.s ִּתי I 1 c.p נו We 

5) Then reconstruct the verb root from the remaining consonants. In the 

example used in 1) above, the remaining consonants are: ׁשמר.  

6) Finally, use the Hebrew lexicon (e.g. BDB) to locate the verb root (e.g. 

 to determine its meaning. It is advisable to use the verbal root in the (ׁשמר

3
rd

 person masculine singular Qal perfect form: ָׁשַמר.  

7) Translating the sentence: ָרה  ַהָדָבר ָׁשמְׂ  :will be as follows וְׂ

We must note that the verb is the first word in the sentence. 

Isolating the prefixed vav conjunction (ְַׂ֣ו ), and the suffix (ה)ָ, we 

are left with three consonants ׁשמר. Using the BDB to locate the 

3
rd

 person masculine singular Qal perfect form, which is ָׁשַמר, 

which means he kept; the suffix ָה is 3
rd

 person feminie singular, 

while ְַׂ֣ו is a conjunction. So the full meaning of the sentence 

ָרה  ַהָדָבר ָׁשמְׂ    .”is “and she kept the word וְׂ

4.0  CONCLUSION 

The units discussed the importance of Hebrew lexicon in the work of identifying, 

isolating and determining the meaning of a word in Hebrew. A good understanding 

of the Hebrew verbal forms will facilitate an effective usge of the lexicon in the 

work of translation of Hebrew texts. 

5.0  SUMMARY 

This unit has shown that the first step in translating a word using Hebrew lexicon is 

to identify and isolate all prefixes and suffixes. The remaining consonants, which is 

usually two or three in number is regarded as the root word. It is this form that is 

looked up in the lexicon, paying attention to the gender, number and person of the 

suffixes. 
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6.0  SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 

 Discuss the steps to the location and translation of verbs with the Hebrew 

lexicon. 

7.0  TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

1) Identify the three root consonants in the following perfercts: 

ְרתָָּּ .2 ִהְמִשילּו .1 מַּ  שֻׁ

ם .4 ִנְשְברּו .3 ְלתֶּ  ְמשַּ

ְשנּו .5 דַּ ְשלָּה .6 קָּ  מָּ

ֶּתם .7 ַתבְׂ ִּתי .8 ךְׂ  ָפַקדְׂ

ֶּתם .9 ָלַקחְׂ ָמַלך .10 וְׂ  וְׂ
 

8.0  VOCABULARY 

 

 He (it) burned ָבַער He went, walked ָהַלְך

 He mixed, confounded ָבַלל He sought, inquired ָדַרׁש

 He was strong, mighty, he ָגַבר

prevailed 

 He ate ָאַכל

 He chose ָבַחר He stole ָגַנב

 He trusted ָבַטח He tested, tried, examined ָבַחן

9.0  REFERENCES/FURTHER  READINGS 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew).  
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4.0 Conclusion 

5.0 Summary 

6.0 Self-Assessment Exercises 

7.0 Tutor-Marked Assignments 

8.0 Vocabulary 

9.0 References/Further Readings 

1.0 INTRODUCTION  

Inflection is a change in the form of a word (typically the ending) to express a 

grammatical function or attribute such as tense, mood and person. In Hebrew verbs, 

there are two main inflections: Perfect and Imperfect. Perfect inflection is used to 

reflect a completed action, which is somehow similar to simple past tense in English 

grammar. While imperfect inflection reflects an incomplete action, otherwise future or 

continuing tense in English. This unit will focus on qal perfect inflection. 

2.0 OBJECTIVE 

By the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Understand the basic grammar of the qal verbal stem in expressing a simple 

past or completed action. 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 The Qal Perfect Inflection (Regular verbs) 

Example 1 

Singular Plural 
Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 m.s ָךַתב He wrote  

3 c.p 

 

בו  ָךתְׂ
 

They wrote 3 f.s ָבה  She wrote ָךתְׂ

2 m.s ַָּ֣ת ֶּתם You wrote 2 m.p ָךַתבְׂ ַתבְׂ  You wrote ךְׂ

2 f.s ְַּׂ֣ת ֶּתן You wrote 2 f.p ָךַתבְׂ ַתבְׂ  You wrote ךְׂ

1 c.s ִּתי נו I wrote 1 c.p ָךַתבְׂ  We wrote ָךַתבְׂ

Example 2 

Singular Plural 
Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 m.s ָׁשַמר He kept  

3 c.p 

 

רו  ָׁשמְׂ
 

They kept 3 f.s ָרה  She kept ָׁשמְׂ

2 m.s ַָּ֣ת ֶּתם You kept 2 m.p ָׁשַמרְׂ ַמרְׂ  You kept ׁשְׂ
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2 f.s ְַּׂ֣ת ֶּתן You kept 2 f.p ָׁשַמרְׂ ַמרְׂ  You kept ׁשְׂ

1 c.s ָׁשַמרִּתי I kept 1 c.p נו  We kept ָׁשַמרְׂ

Note: 

i. The suffixes for the Qal perfect are as follows: 

3 m.s  He  

3 c.p 

 

 ו
 

They 
3 f.s ה ָ She 

2 m.s ַָּ֣ת You 2 m.p ֶּתם You 

2 f.s ְַּׂ֣ת You 2 f.p ֶּתן You 

1 c.s ִּתי I 1 c.p נו We 

The abbreviations ‘c’ indicates a common gender, one that covers both masculine 
and feminine subjects; ‘ms’ = masculine singular; ‘fs’ = feminine singular; ‘mp’ = 
masculine plural; ‘fp’ = feminine singular. The number ‘3’, ‘2’, ‘1’ indicate whether 
it is third, second or first persons. 

ii. The standard table of Hebrew verbs usually begins with the 3ms (as ָךַתב, 

 since this is the simplest form of the verb and conveniently serves as ,(ָׁשַמר

the basis for others. 

iii. The persons of the perfect are formed by taking the stem of the verb (3ms) 

 ,and appending the suffixes to denote the person ,(ׁשמר ,כתב) ָׁשַמר or ,ָךַתב

gender and number. 

iv. Note the changes of pointing as the inflection progresses from 3ms to other 
forms. 

v. There is agreement in person, gender, and number between Hebrew verbs 
and their subjects. 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

This unit discussed the qal perfect inflection of the strong or regular verbs. The 

suffixes for qal perfect represent the letters attached at the end of verb-stems that 

expresses different grammatical function in terms of gender and number. The student 

should study carefully the suffixes, which maintains the same order in all regular 

verbs. 

5.0 SUMMARY 

The table below reviews the full qal perfection of full verbs in Hebrew: 
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3 m.s  He  

3 c.p 

 

 ו
 

They 
3 f.s ה ָ  She 

2 m.s ַָּ֣ת You 2 m.p ֶּתם You 

2 f.s ְַּׂ֣ת You 2 f.p ֶּתן You 

1 c.s ִּתי I 1 c.p נו We 

 

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

 Write the Qal Perfect Inflection of ָׁשַכב, he lay down; ָמַלְך he reigned; 

and ָנַפל, he fell. 

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 

1. Translate the following words to Hebrew: 

1. He created the man 2. You ate the fruit  

3. I revived the son 4. We will write the book 

5. She will remember the king 
and the horse. 

6. They knew the city and Judah 

7. They (m) will rule the earth 8. You will rule in the earth 

9. We ruled for Jerusalem 10. They (f) sent the son to the house. 

2. Give a rough translation of the following in English 

ָבָראֱַ֣אֹלִהיםֵַ֣אתַַ֣הָשַמִיםַ֣ .1 (Gen.1:1) 

ַלֹחֶׁשְךַָ֣קָראַַ֣ל ַ֣ .2 ָלהוְׂ יְׂ  (Gen.1:5) 

ָלהַ֣ .3 ִמןַֽהָשַמִיםֱאֹלִהיםַָ֣נפְׂ  (Job 1:16) 

ִריתֱַ֣אֹלִהים .4 רוַ֣בְׂ  (Ps.78:10) ָׁשמְׂ

רוַָ֣אֵמן .5  Deut (27:15)) ָהָעםַָ֣אמְׂ

ָהָאָדםַָ֣יַדע .6  (Gen.4:1) וְׂ

(*Note: Do the translation first before checking it out from the Bible 

passage in the parenthesis) 

8.0 VOCABULARY 
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 he, it was ָהָיה  .he ruled 6 ָמַׁשל  .1

 he commanded ָצָוה  .he, it lived 7 ָחָיה  .2

 he revived, was refreshed ָרַוה  .he waited, hoped 8 ָקָוה  .3

 he wrote ָךַתב  .he kept 9 ָׁשַמר  .4

 he said ָאַמר  .he ate 10 ָאַכל  .5

9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER  READINGS 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew).  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

We have noted earlier that Perfect inflection is used to reflect a completed action, 

which is somehow similar to simple past tense in English grammar; while Imperfect 

inflection reflects an incomplete action, otherwise future or continuing tense in 

English. This unit will focus on Qal Imperfect inflection. One of the distinguishing 

marks of the Imperfect Inflection is the use of prefixes, which is not common with 

Perfects, which uses more of suffixes. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:  

 Identify and isolate prefixes and suffixes from Hebrew imperfect verbs 

 Distinguish between perfect and imperfect verbs. 

 Understand the function of imperfect verb inflections in Hebrew. 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Qal Imperfect Inflection 

Our basis for the formation of Qal Imperfect Inflection is the use of Qal Perfect 

inflection form in the third person singular masculine verbal form. Example: ַַָ֣תבך  
(He wrote). This implies that Qal imperfect will be formed using the similar word in 

the perfect. ָךַתב 
The table below shows the prefixes and suffixes in the Qal imperfect of the regular or 

strong verb 
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Example 1:  ָךַתב (he wrote) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person  Hebrew English 

3 ms ֹּתב בו He shall write 3 mp ִיכְׂ ּתְׂ  They shall write ִיכְׂ

3 fs ֹּתב ָנה She shall write 3 fp ִּתכְׂ ֹּתבְׂ  They (f) shall write ִּתכְׂ

2 ms ֹּתב בו You shall write 2 mp ִּתכְׂ ּתְׂ  You shall write ִּתכְׂ

2 fs ִבי ּתְׂ ָנה You (f) shall write 2 fp ִתכְׂ ֹּתבְׂ  You (f) shall write ִּתכְׂ

1 cs ֹּתב ֹּתב I shall write 1 cp ֶאכְׂ  We shall write ִנכְׂ

Example 2: ַַ֣ךָמל  (he reigned) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms ֹלך כו He shall reign 3 mp ִימְׂ לְׂ  They (m) shall ִימְׂ

reign 

3 fs ֹלך ָנה She shall reign 3 fp ִּתמְׂ ֹלכְׂ  They (f) shall reign ִּתמְׂ

2 ms ֹלך כו You (m) shall reign 2 mp ִּתמְׂ לְׂ  You (m) shall reign ִּתמְׂ

2 fs ִכי לְׂ ָנה You (f) shall reign 2 fp ִּתמְׂ ֹלכְׂ  You (f) shall reign ִּתמְׂ

1 cs ֹלך ֹלך I shal reign 1 cp ֶאמְׂ  We shall reign ִנמְׂ

3.2 Important features to note 

1) The singular prefixes for Qal imperfect are yod, three tavs, and „alef 

2) The plural prefixes are yod, three tavs, and nun. 

3) The vowel hireq appears in all the prefixes except in the „alef of        

(1 cs), because „alef is a guttural that requires a s
e
gol rather than a 

hireq. 

4) There is only one suffix in the singular, which is hireq-yod (ִי) found 

in the second person feminine singular. 

5) The plural inflections have suffixes in the first four forms namely: ו, 

 .The first person common plural form (1 cp) has no suffix .ָנה ,ו ,ָנה

6) The forms for the third person feminine singular and the second 

person masculine singular are identical. The same is true for the third 

person feminine plural and the second person feminine plural. The 
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context will almost always determine how to distinguish between 

these identical forms. 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

This unit has shown that Qal Imperfect inflection is mainly used to express a simple 

future action or an action which has not been completed or has been repeated. This 

early understanding of the Qal imperfect is preparatory to understanding other 

meanings of the imperfect verbs in Hebrew, which the student will be acquainted with 

in due course. 

5.0 SUMMARY 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Qal Imperfect inflection of 

Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below: 

Singular Plural 

3ms _ _ _ ִַ֣3  י mp יִַ֣ _ _ _ ו   

3 fs _ _ _ ִַ֣3 ּתfp ּתִַ֣ _ _ _ ָנה  

2 ms _ _ _ ִַ֣2 ּת mp  ּתִַ֣ _ _ _ ו  

2 fs 2 ּתִַ֣ _  _ִי fp ּתִַ֣ _ _ _ ָנה  

1 cs _ _ _ ֶַ֣1 א cp  _ _ _ ִַ֣נ  

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

 Without looking at the examples in the study manual, write the full Qal 

Imperfect inflection of ָךַתב (he wrote), and ָמַלְך (he reigned), translating each 

of the forms. 

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 

Inflect and translate the following strong verbs to full Qal Imperfect inflection: 

ָזַכרַ֣ .1  he remembered 

ָׁשַמלַ֣ .2  he kept 

ָׁשַפטַ֣ .3  he judged 

ָׁשַבתַ֣ .4  he rested 

ָמַׁשלַ֣ .5  he ruled 
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8.0 VOCABULARY 

 He uncovered, revealed ָגָלה He redeemed ָגַאל

 ,He dealt generously with ָגַמל Redeemer גֹוֵאל

repaid 

 ,He diminished, restrained ָגַרע He was high, proud ָגַבה

withdrew 

 He was strong, mighty, he ָגַבר

prevailed 

 He drove out, cast out ָגַרׁש

 He rebuked ָגַער He hewed down ָגַדע

9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER  READINGS 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew).  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The different verbal stems in Hebrew represent the different tenses, moods and 

expressions found in the language or the functions performed by Hebrew verbs, which 

do not exactly follow the pattern of English verbal inflections. Recall the study on the 

study of general characteristics of Hebrew verbs. The verbal stems are Qal, Nif„al, 

Pi„el, Pu„al, Hitpa„el, Hif„il, and Hof„al. Earlier, we studied the verb: Qal, which 

forms the basis for the inflection of other verb stems. This unit will study Nif„al, Pi„el, 

Pu„al Hitpa„el, Hif„il, and Hof„al verbs stems. The key to mastering all other 

inflections of Hebrew verbs is mastering the Qal perfect inflection of the strong verb. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

By the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Translate the perfect forms of Nif„al, Pi„el, and Pu„al verbs. 

 Translate the perfect forms of Hitpa„el, Hif„il, and Hof„al verbs stems. 

 Identify the functions of these verb stems 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Nif„al Perfect Inflection 
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The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Nif„al perfect inflections of 

Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below: 

ַ֣Nif„al Perfect Inflection ַעל  ִנפְׂ

Qal perfect form ָמַׁשל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms ַׁשל לו He was ruled 3 cp ִנמְׂ ׁשְׂ  They were ruled ִנמְׂ

3 fs ָלה ׁשְׂ     She was ruled ִנמְׂ

2 ms ַָּ֣ת ַׁשלְׂ ֶּתם You were ruled 2 mp ִנמְׂ ַׁשלְׂ  You were ruled ִנמְׂ

2 fs ְַּׂ֣ת ַׁשלְׂ ֶּתן You were ruled 2 fp ִנמְׂ ַׁשלְׂ  You were ruled ִנמְׂ

1 cs ִּתי ַׁשלְׂ נו I was ruled 1 cp ִנמְׂ ַׁשלְׂ  We were ruled ִנמְׂ

Note: 

1) The Nif„al functions as the simple passive, in contrast to Qal, which 

functions as the simple active. 

2) The Nif„al perfect third masculine singular form has the same vowels as 

found in the name of the stem (ַעל ַׁשל – ִנפְׂ   .( ִנמְׂ

3) The prefix נ combines with the first root consonant to form a closed 

syllable (e.g. ְִַׂ֣נמ) and this continues unchanged throughout the Nif„al 

perfect inflection of ָמַׁשל 

4) In all respects Nif„al forms are identical to Qal perfect forms. 

 

3.2 Pi„el Perfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Pi„el perfect inflections of 

Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below: 

Pi„el Perfect Inflection ִפֵעל 

Qal perfect form ָמַׁשל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms ִמֵשל He ruled (with force) 3 cp לו  They ruled (with force) ִמשְׂ

3 fs ָלה     She ruled (with force) ִמשְׂ



  

 

57 

2 ms ַָּ֣ת ֶּתם You ruled (with force) 2 mp ִמַשלְׂ  You ruled (with force) ִמַשלְׂ

2 fs ְַּׂ֣ת ֶּתן You ruled (with force) 2 fp ִמַשלְׂ  You ruled (with force) ִמַשלְׂ

1 cs ִּתי נו ruled (with force) 1 cp ִמַשלְׂ  We ruled (with force) ִמַשלְׂ

Note:  

1) Pi„el is an intensive active stem, which is causative in nature (e.g. ִמֵשל he 

ruled with force). 

2) The middle consonant of the verb root is doubled as in ִמֵשל. 

3) Shares the doubling of middle consonant in common with Pu„al and 

Hitpa„el. 

4) Pi„el has no prefix in the perfect, just like Qal and Pu„al. 

 

3.3 Pu„al Perfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Pu„al perfect inflection of 

Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below: 

Pu„al Perfect Inflection ַֺ֣לעַַ֣פ  

Qal perfect form ָמַׁשל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms ֺמַשל He was ruled (with force) 3 cp לו  They were ruled (with ֺמשְׂ

force) 

3 fs ָלה     She was ruled (with force) ֺמשְׂ

2 ms ַָּ֣ת  You were ruled (with ֺמַשלְׂ

force) 
2 mp ֶּתם  You were ruled (with ֺמַשלְׂ

force) 

2 fs ְַּׂ֣ת  You were ruled (with ֺמַשלְׂ

force) 
2 fp ֶּתן  You were ruled (with ֺמַשלְׂ

force) 

1 cs ִּתי נו I was ruled (with force) 1 cp ֺמַשלְׂ  We were ruled (with ֺמַשלְׂ

force) 

Note: 

1) Pu„al is the intensive passive of Pi„el. 

2) It has no prefix in the perfect. 

3) Qibbuts appears under the first root consonant in all forms of the Pu„al 

perfect. 

4) The middle root consonant is doubled as in ֺמַשל 

5) Pu„al perfect is patterned after the Qal perfect 
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3.4 Hitpa„el Perfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hitpa„el perfect inflection 

of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below: 

Hitpa„el Perfect Inflection ַפֵעל  ִהתְׂ

Qal perfect form ַַָׁ֣שלמ  (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms ַמֵשל לו He ruled himself 3 cp ִהתְׂ ַמשְׂ  They ruled themselves ִהתְׂ

3 fs ָלה ַמשְׂ     She ruled herself ִהתְׂ

2 ms ַָּ֣ת ַמַשלְׂ ֶּתם You ruled yourself 2 mp ִהתְׂ ַמַשלְׂ  You ruled yorself ִהתְׂ

2 fs ְַּׂ֣ת ַמַשלְׂ ֶּתן You ruled yourself 2 fp ִהתְׂ ַמַשלְׂ  You ruled yourself ִהתְׂ

1 cs ִּתי ַמַשלְׂ נו ruled myself 1 cp ִהתְׂ ַמַשלְׂ  We ruled ourselves ִהתְׂ

Note: 

1) Hitpa„el verb forms normally express a reflexive action, that is an action 

performed by the subject upon himself/herself. 

2) All Hitpa„el perfect froms are prefixed with ְִַׂ֣הת which is a closed 

syllable. 

3) The patach under the first root consonant of the third masculine singular 

form is continued in all other forms of the Hitpa„el. 

4) The middle root consonant is doubled in all Hitpa„el forms. 

 

3.5 Hif„il Perfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hif„il perfect inflection of 

Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below: 

Hif„il Perfect Inflection ִעיל  ִהפְׂ

Qal perfect form ָמַׁשל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms ִׁשיל ַׁשילו He caused to rule 3 cp ִהמְׂ  They caused to rule ִהמְׂ

3 fs ִׁשיָלה     She caused to rule ִהמְׂ

2 ms ַָּ֣ת ַׁשלְׂ ֶּתם You caused to rule 2 mp ִהמְׂ ַׁשלְׂ  You caused to rule ִהמְׂ
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2 fs ְַּׂ֣ת ַׁשלְׂ ֶּתן You caused to rule 2 fp ִהמְׂ ַׁשלְׂ  You caused to rule ִהמְׂ

1 cs ִּתי ַׁשלְׂ נו I caused to rule 1 cp ִהמְׂ ַׁשלְׂ  We caused to rule ִהמְׂ

Note: 

1) Hif„il verbs normally serve as the causative active of the Qal. 

2) The Hif„il stem is prefixed with ִַ֣ה throughout the perfect inflection. 

3) Hif„il  perfects are patterned after Qal perfects 

 

3.6 Hof„al Perfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hof„al perfect inflection of 

Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below: 

Hof„al Perfect Inflection ַָ֣עַַ֣ה לפְׂ  

Qal perfect form ָמַׁשל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms ַׁשל לו He was caused to rule 3 cp ָהמְׂ ׁשְׂ  They were caused to rule ָהמְׂ

3 fs ָלה ׁשְׂ     She was caused to rule ָהמְׂ

2 ms ַָּ֣ת ַׁשלְׂ ֶּתם You were caused to rule 2 mp ָהמְׂ ַׁשלְׂ  You  were caused to rule ָהמְׂ

2 fs ְַּׂ֣ת ַׁשלְׂ ֶּתן You were caused to rule 2 fp ָהמְׂ ַׁשלְׂ  You were caused to rule ָהמְׂ

1 cs ִּתי ַׁשלְׂ נו I was caused to rule 1 cp ָהמְׂ ַׁשלְׂ  We were caused to rule ָהמְׂ

Note: 

1) Hof„al is the passive of Hif„il . 

2) All Hof„al perfects are prefixed with ַָ֣ה 

3) In all other respects, Hof„al perfects are patterned after Qal 

perfects. 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

This unit discussed other Hebrew perfect stems apart from Qal, namely: Nif„al, Pi„el 

and Pu„al, Hitpa„el, Hif„il and Hof„al. Whereas Nif„al functions as a simple passive, 

Pi„el and Pu„al function as intensive active, and intensive passive respectively. 

Hitpa„el functions as a reflexive action, Hif„il function as causative active, while 
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Hof„al functions as causative passive. The basis for forming the perfect inflection of 

the remaining verb stems is the Qal perfect third person masculine singular.  

5.0 SUMMARY 

The tables below summarize our study of Nif„al, Pi„el, Pu„al, Hitpa„el, Hif„il and 

Hof„al perfect verbs. Please note the prefixes and suffixes: 

1) Nifal Perfect Inflection ַעל  ִנפְׂ

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ִַ֣3  נ cp נִַ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs נִַ֣ _ _ָ ה      

2 ms ַָ֣2  נִַ֣ _ _ _ ּת mp נִַ֣ _ _ _ ֶּתם  

2 fs ְַׂ֣2  נִַ֣ _ _ _ ּת fp נִַ֣ _ _ _ ֶּתן  

1 cs 1  נִַ֣ _ _ _ ִּתי cp נִַ֣ _ _ _ נו  

2) Pi„el Perfect Inflection ִפֵעל 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _   3 cp ו _ _ _   

3 fs ה ָ_ _       

2 ms ַָ֣2   _ _ _ ּת mp ֶּתם _ _ _   

2 fs ְַׂ֣2   _ _ _ ּת fp ֶּתן _ _ _   

1 cs 1   _ _ _ ִּתי cp נו _ _ _   

3) Pu„al Perfect Inflection Inflection ֺפַעל 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _   3 cp ו _ _ _   

3 fs ה ָ_ _       

2 ms ַָ֣2   _ _ _ ּת mp ֶּתם _ _ _   

2 fs ְַׂ֣2   _ _ _ ּת fp ֶּתן _ _ _   

1 cs 1   _ _ _ ִּתי cp נו _ _ _   
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4) Hitpa„el Perfect Inflection ַפֵעל  ִהתְׂ

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ְַׂ֣3  ִהת cp ִהתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs ִהתְַׂ֣ _ _ָ ה      

2 ms ַָ֣2  ִהתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ּת mp ִהתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ֶּתם  

2 fs ְַׂ֣2  ִהתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ּת fp ִהתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ֶּתן  

1 cs 1  ִהתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ִּתי cp ִהתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ נו  

5) Hif„il  Perfect Inflection ִעיל  ִהפְׂ

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ִַ֣3  ה cp הִַ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs הִַ֣ _ _ ָה      

2 ms ַָ֣2  הִַ֣ _ _ _ ּת mp הִַ֣ _ _ _ ֶּתם  

2 fs ְַׂ֣2  הִַ֣ _ _ _ ּת fp הִַ֣ _ _ _ ֶּתן  

1 cs 1  הִַ֣ _ _ _ ִּתי cp הִַ֣ _ _ _ נו  

6) Hof„al Perfect Inflection ַעל  ָהפְׂ

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ַָ֣3  ה cp הַָ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs הַָ֣ _ _ ָה      

2 ms ַָ֣2  הַָ֣ _ _ _ ּת mp הַָ֣ _ _ _ ֶּתם  

2 fs ְַׂ֣2  הַָ֣ _ _ _ ּת fp הַָ֣ _ _ _ ֶּתן  

1 cs 1  הַָ֣ _ _ _ ִּתי cp הַָ֣ _ _ _ נו  

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

 Write the full perfect inflection of the verb ָמַׁשל, (he ruled), in each of the 

following stems, indicating the person, gender, and number of form, without 

looking at the example in the manual. 

(1) Nif„al   (2) Pi„el  (3) Pu„al (4) Hitpa„el   (5) Hif„il   (6) Hof„al 

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 
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a) Indicate the stem to which each of the following perfect belongs. 

Example: ָמַׁשל  Qal 

 ___________ ִבֵקׁש (1
ֵּתם (2 ַׁשלְׂ  ___________ ִהכְׂ

ִמיד (3 נו (4 ___________ ִהׁשְׂ ַךרְׂ  ___________ ִנמְׂ
ּתַָ֣ (5 ֶּתם (6 ___________ ִלַלדְׂ  ___________ ֺסַפלְׂ
ִּתָרה (8 ___________ ֺלַקח (7  ___________ ִנסְׂ
רו (9 ִּתי (10 ___________ ִדבְׂ  ___________ ָׁשַמעְׂ

b) Indicate the three root consonants in each of the following perfects. 

Example: לו ׁשְׂ  מׁשל   - ִנמְׂ

ִּתי (1  ___________ ָׁשַמעְׂ
 ___________ ֺלַקח (2

ַרת (3  ___________ ִנכְׂ
נו (4 ַךרְׂ  ___________ ִנמְׂ

ּתַָ֣ (5  ___________ ִלַלדְׂ
ֶּתם (6  ___________ ֺסַפלְׂ

ִּתי (7  ___________ ִקַדׁשְׂ
ִּתָרה (8  ___________ ִנסְׂ

רו (9  ___________ ִדבְׂ
ָלה (10  ___________ ִגדְׂ

8.0 VOCABULARY 

 This ֶזה he praised ָהַלל

 Gold ָזָהב They ֵהםַ֣,ֵהָלה

 To flow זוב they (f) ֵהןַ֣,ֵהָנה

 ,He murmured, growled ָהָמה

roared 

 Olive-tree ַזִית

 Male ָזָכר  ,Sound, murmur, roar ָהמֹון

 Bear (m and f) ֹדב He uncovered, revealed ָגָלה

 ,He cleaved, clung to ָדַבק exile, exiles (f) גֹוָלה

kept close 

  Word ָדָבר A heap, wave, billow ַגל

ָבׁש He rolled away ָגַלל  Honey דְׂ

 Fish ָדג Idols ִגכוִלים
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Whereas Perfect inflection is used to reflect a completed action, Imperfect inflection 

reflects an incomplete action. An earlier unit studied Qal Imperfect inflection. The 

Imperfects of the remaining verb stems will be studied in this unit. The imperfect 

prefixes and suffixes have the same consonants in all stems of the verb. The vowels of 

the suffixes are the same for all stems. However, the vowels of the prefixes differ from 

stem to stem. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:  

 Identify and isolate prefixes and suffixes from Hebrew imperfect verbs 

 Distinguish between perfect and imperfect verbs. 

 Understand the function of imperfect verb inflections in Nif„al, Pi„el and Pu„al. 

 Understand the function of imperfect verb inflections in Hitpa„el, Hif„il and 

Hof„al. 
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Nif„al Imperfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Nif„al imperfect inflection 

of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below: 

ַ֣Nif„al Imperfect Inflection ַעל  ִנפְׂ

Qal perfect form ָמַׁשל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms ִיָלֵׁשל He shall be ruled 3 mp לו  They shall be ruled ִיָלׁשְׂ

3 fs ִּתָלֵׁשל She shall be ruled 3 fp ָנה  They shall be ruled ִּתָלַׁשלְׂ

2 ms ִּתָלֵׁשל You shall be ruled 2 mp לו  You shall be ruled ִּתָלׁשְׂ

2 fs ִלי ָנה You shall be ruled 2 fp ִּתָלׁשְׂ  You shall be ruled ִּתָלַׁשלְׂ

1 cs ֶאָלֵׁשל I shall be ruled 1 cp ִנָלֵׁשל We shall be ruled 

Note: 

1) The Nif„al imperfect functions as the simple passive action in the future 

time. 

2) The prefix vowel for the Nif„al imperfect is hireq in all forms except first 

person common singular, where it is s
e
gol. 

3) A dagesh forte is placed in the first consonant of the verb root in the Nif„al 

imperfect to compensate for the original ִַ֣נ that dropped out. For instance: 

ָמֵׁשל   ִיָלֵׁשל has become ִינְׂ

3.2 Pi„el Imperfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Pi„el imperfect inflection 

of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below: 

ַ֣Pi„el Imperfect Inflection 

Qal perfect form ָמַׁשל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms ַמֵשל  He shall rule יְׂ

(intensive) 

3 mp לו ַמשְׂ  They shall rule יְׂ

(intensive) 
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3 fs ַמֵשל  She shall rule ּתְׂ

(intensive) 

3 fp ָנה ַמֵשלְׂ  They shall rule ּתְׂ

(intensive) 

2 ms ַמֵשל  You shall rule ּתְׂ

(intensive) 

2 mp לו ַמשְׂ  You shall rule ּתְׂ

(intensive) 

2 fs ִלי ַמשְׂ  You shall rule ּתְׂ

(intensive) 

2 fp ָנה ַמֵשלְׂ  You shall rule ּתְׂ

(intensive) 

1 cs ֲאַמֵשל I shall rule 

(intensive) 

1 cp ַמֵשל  We shall rule נְׂ

(intensive) 

Note: 

1) Pi„el imperfect may be translated as a simple intensive action in the future 

time. 

2) The two distinguishing characteristics of the Pi„el imperfect are the sheva 

under the first prefixed consonant, and the doubling of the middle consonant 

of the verb root. 

3) The simple sheva in the first prefixed consonant changes to hatef-patach in 

the first person common singular because of the guttural alef. 

3.3 Pu„al Imperfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Pu„alimperfect inflection 

of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below: 

ַ֣Pu„al Imperfect Inflection 

Qal perfect form ָמַׁשל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms ֺמַשל  He shall be ruled יְׂ

(intensive) 

3 mp לו ֺמשְׂ  They shall be ruled יְׂ

(intensive) 

3 fs ֺמַשל  She shall be ruled ּתְׂ

(intensive) 

3 fp ָנה ֺמַשלְׂ  They shall be ruled ּתְׂ

(intensive) 

2 ms ֺמַשל  You shall be ruled ּתְׂ

(intensive) 

2 mp לו ֺמשְׂ  You shall be ruled ּתְׂ

(intensive) 

2 fs ִלי ֺמשְׂ  You shall be ruled ּתְׂ

(intensive) 

2 fp ָנה ֺמַשלְׂ  You shall be ruled ּתְׂ

(intensive) 

1 cs ֲאֺמַשל I shall be ruled 1 cp ֺמַשל  We shall be ruled נְׂ
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(intensive) (intensive) 

Note: 

1) The distinguishing characteristics of the Pu„alimperfect are the 

sheva after the prefix consonant, the qibbuts after the first root 

consonant, and the doubling of the middle root consonant. 

2) The Pu„alimperfect is the passive of the Pi„el imperfect, 

translated as the simple intensive in the future time. 

3.4 Hitpa„el Imperfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hitpa„el imperfect 

inflection of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below: 

ַ֣Hitpa„el imperfect Inflection  

Qal perfect form ָמַׁשל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms ַמֵשל  He shall rule ִיתְׂ

himself 

3 mp לו ַמשְׂ  They shall rule ִיתְׂ

themselves 

3 fs ַמֵשל  She shall rule ִּתתְׂ

herself 

3 fp ָנה ַמֵשלְׂ  They shall rule ִּתתְׂ

themselves 

2 ms ַמֵשל  You shall rule ִּתתְׂ

yourself 

2 mp לו ַמשְׂ  You shall rule ִּתתְׂ

yourselves 

2 fs ִלי ַמשְׂ  You shall rule ִּתתְׂ

yourself 

2 fp ָנה ַמֵשלְׂ  You shall rule ִּתתְׂ

yourselves 

1 cs ַמֵשל ַמֵשל I shall rule myself 1 cp ֶאתְׂ  We shall rule ִנתְׂ

ourselves 

Note: 

1) Hitpa„el imperfect is normally reflexive in meaning, expressing a simple 

action in the active voice. 

2) Hitpa„el imperfect verb has longer prefix (ִָּיְת, ִתְתָָּּ , ְתָָּּ אֶּ , ִנְתָָּּ ), and the 

doubling of the middle consonant of the verb root. 

3.5 Hif„il Imperfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hif„il imperfect inflection 

of Hebrew verbs are summarized in the table below: 
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ַ֣Hif„il imperfect Inflection  

Qal perfect form ָמַׁשל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms ִׁשיל  He shall cause to ַימְׂ

rule 

3 mp ִׁשילו  They shall cause ַימְׂ

to rule 

3 fs ִׁשיל  She shall cause to ַּתמְׂ

rule 

3 fp ָנה ֵׁשלְׂ  They shall cause ַּתמְׂ

to rule 

2 ms ִׁשיל  You shall cause to ַּתמְׂ

rule 

2 mp ִׁשילו  You shall cause to ַּתמְׂ

rule 

2 fs ִׁשיִלי  You shall cause to ַּתמְׂ

rule 

2 fp ָנה ֵׁשלְׂ  You shall cause to ַּתמְׂ

rule 

1 cs ִׁשיל  I shall cause to ַאמְׂ

rule 

1 cp ִׁשיל  We shall cause to ַנמְׂ

rule 

Note: 

1) The Hif„il imperfect is characterized by patach in the prefix 

syllable and hireq-yod in the second syllable. 

2) The Hif„il imperfect normally serves as the causative of Qal 

imperfect, a simple action in the future time. 

3.6 Hof„al Imperfect Inflection 

The prefixes (preformatives) and suffixes (afformatives) of Hof„al imperfect inflection 

of Hebrew verbs is summarized in the table below: 

ַ֣Hof„al imperfect Inflection  

Qal perfect form ָמַׁשל (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person Hebrew English 

3 ms ַׁשל  He shall be ָימְׂ

caused to rule 

3 mp לו ׁשְׂ  They shall be ָימְׂ

caused to rule 

3 fs ַׁשל  She shall be ָּתמְׂ

caused to rule 

3 fp ָנה ַׁשלְׂ  They shall be ָּתמְׂ

caused to rule 

2 ms ַׁשל  You shall be ָּתמְׂ

caused to rule 

2 mp לו ׁשְׂ  You shall be ָּתמְׂ

caused to rule 
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2 fs ִלי ׁשְׂ  You shall be ָּתמְׂ

caused to rule 

2 fp ָנה ַׁשלְׂ  You shall be ָּתמְׂ

caused to rule 

1 cs ַׁשל  I shall be caused ָאמְׂ

to rule 

1 cp ַׁשל  We shall be ָנמְׂ

caused to rule 

Note: 

1) The Hof„al imperfect is the passive of the Hif„il imperfect, that is 

a causative passive in the future time. 

2) The distinguishing characteristics of the Hof„al imperfect are 

qamets-chatuf as the prefix vowel and patach as the vowel 

between the second and third consonants of the verb root. 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

This unit discussed other Hebrew imperfect stems apart from Qal, namely: Nif„al, 

Pi„el, Pu„al, Hitpa„el, Hif„il and Hof„al. Whereas Nif„al functions as a simple passive 

in the future time, Pi„el and Pu„al function as future intensive active, and future 

intensive passive respectively. Hitpa„el functions as a reflexive in the future time, 

Hif„il, as future causative active, and Hof„al function, as future causative passive. The 

basis for forming the perfect inflection of the remaining verb stems is the Qal perfect 

third person masculine singular. 

5.0 SUMMARY 

The tables below summarize our study of Nif„al, Pi„el, Pu„al, Hitpa„el, Hif„il and 

Hof„al imperfect verbs. Please note the prefixes and suffixes: 

1) Nif„al Imperfect Inflection  

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ִַ֣3  י mp יִַ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs _ _ _ ִַ֣3   ּת fp  ה ָ   ּתִַ֣ _ _ _

2 ms _ _ _ ִַ֣2  ּת mp ּתִַ֣ _ _ _ ו  

2 fs 2  ּתִַ֣ _ _ ִי fp ּתִַ֣ _ _ _ָ ה  

1 cs  _ _ _ ֶַ֣1  א cp  _ _ _ ִַ֣נ  

 

2) Pi„el Imperfect Inflection  



  

 

70 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ְַׂ֣3  י mp יְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs _ _ _ ְַׂ֣3   ּת fp  ה ָ   ּתְַׂ֣ _ _ _

2 ms _ _ _ ְַׂ֣2  ּת mp ּתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ו  

2 fs 2  ּתְַׂ֣ _ _ ִי fp ּתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ָ ה  

1 cs  _ _ _ ֲַ֣1  א cp  _ _ _ ְַׂ֣נ  

3) Pu„alImperfect Inflection 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ְַׂ֣3  י mp יְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs _ _ _ ְַׂ֣3   ּת fp  ה ָ   ּתְַׂ֣ _ _ _

2 ms _ _ _ ְַׂ֣2  ּת mp ּתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ו  

2 fs 2  ּתְַׂ֣ _ _ ִי fp ּתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ָ ה  

1 cs  _ _ _ ֲַ֣1  א cp  _ _ _ ְַׂ֣נ  

4) Hitpa„el Imperfect Inflection 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ְַׂ֣3  ִית mp ִיתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs _ _ _ ְַׂ֣3   ִּתת fp  ה ָ   ִּתתְַׂ֣ _ _ _

2 ms _ _ _ ְַׂ֣2  ִּתת mp ִּתתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ ו  

2 fs 2  ִּתתְַׂ֣ _ _ ִי fp ִּתתְַׂ֣ _ _ _ָ ה  

1 cs  _ _ _ ְַׂ֣1  ֶאת cp  _ _ _ ְִַׂ֣נת  

5) Hif„il  Imperfect Inflection 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ַַ֣3  י mp יַַ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs _ _ _ ַַ֣3   ּת fp  ה ָ   ּתַַ֣ _ _ _

2 ms _ _ _ ַַ֣2  ּת mp ּתַַ֣ _ _ _ ו  

2 fs 2  ּתַַ֣ _ _ ִי fp ּתַַ֣ _ _ _ָ ה  

1 cs  _ _ _ ַַ֣1  א cp  _ _ _ ַַ֣נ  
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6) Hof„al Imperfect Inflection 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms _ _ _ ַָ֣3  י mp יַָ֣ _ _ _ ו  

3 fs _ _ _ ַָ֣3   ּת fp  ה ָ   ּתַָ֣ _ _ _

2 ms _ _ _ ַָ֣2  ּת mp ּתַָ֣ _ _ _ ו  

2 fs 2  ּתַָ֣ _ _ ִי fp ּתַָ֣ _ _ _ָ ה  

1 cs  _ _ _ ַָ֣1  א cp  _ _ _ ַָ֣נ  

5.0  SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

 Without looking at the course manual, write the following inflections, and 

translate them: 

1) Nif„al Imperfect of ָמַׁשל (he ruled) 

2) Pi„el imperfect of ָמַׁשל (he ruled) 

3) Pu„alimperfect of ָמַׁשל (he ruled) 

4) Hitpa„el Imperfect of ָמַׁשל (he ruled) 

5) Hif„il  imperfect of ָמַׁשל (he ruled) 

6) Hof„al imperfect of ָמַׁשל (he ruled) 

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 

Write the following inflections and translate them: 

1. Nif„al imperfect of ָקַבר (he buried) 

2. Pi„el imperfect of ָךַתב (he wrote) 

3. Pu„alimperfect ofַ֣ ָסַתר (he hid) 

4. Hitpa„el imperfect of ָמַלך (he reigned) 

5. Hif„il  imperfect of ָזַכר (he remembered) 

6. Hof„al imperfect ofַ֣ ָקַדׁש (he consecrated) 

7.0 VOCABULARY 

 Glory ָךבֹוד He dipped ָטַבל

 Lamb ֶכֶבש He sank down ָטַבע

 He subdued ָךַבׁש He slaughtered ָטַבח

 Priest ֹךֵהן good (adj) טֹוב
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 Star ךֹוָכב He was unclean ָטֵמא

 cup (f) ךֹוס He hid, concealed ָטַמן

 He lied, was a liar ָךַזב He tasted, perceived ָטַעם

ֵאב  old (adj) ָזֵקן Wolf זְׂ

 A stranger, foreigner ָזר this (f) זֹאת

 He scattered, fanned, winnowed ָזָרה He sacrificed, slew ָזַבח

  ,He arose, came forth ָזַרח Sacrifice ֶזַבח

 ,insolent (adj) ֵזד

presumptuous 

 He sowed ָזַרע

 ,Insolence ָזדֹון

presumptuousness 

 Seed, offspring ֶזַרע

8.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I 
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Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: 

William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Pronominal suffixes were originally independent personal pronouns that became 

attached to the noun or preposition they followed. When appearing on nouns, they are 

possessive; example: his book. When appearing on prepositions or the definite direct 

object marker, they are objective; example: to him. When attached to verbs, they 

normally serve as direct objects of the verb; when attached to particles, they may 

express a variety of relationships, depending on the function of the particles. This unit 

studies the functions of the pronominal suffixes with prepositions, and verbs. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

By the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Mark out the direct objects of verbs and prepositions. 

 Identify possessive nouns 

 Define other functions of pronominal suffixes. 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Pronominal suffixes with Prepositions 

The normal pronominal suffixes for the inseparable prepositions ְַׂ֣ב and ְַׂ֣כ are as 

follows (ְַׂ֣ך is irregular): 
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Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms ֹו_ Him 3 mp ֶָהם_ them 

3 fs ה_ָ Her 3 fp ֶָהן_ them 

2 ms ְָׂך_ You 2 mp ֶכם_ָ you 

2 fs ְָך_ You 2 fp ֶכן_ָ you 

1 cs ִי_ Me 1 cp ָנו_ us 

Example: ְַׂ֣ב (in, by, with) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms בֹו with him 3 mp ָבֶהם with them 

3 fs ָבה with her 3 fp ָבֶהן with them 

2 ms ָך  with you ָבֶכם with you 2 mp בְׂ

2 fs ָבְך with you 2 fp ָבֶכן with you 

1 cs ִבי with me 1 cp ָבנו with us 

3.2 Pronominal suffixes with perfect verbs 

Pronominal suffixes attached to the verb may expressed in two ways: (1) it may be 

joined to ֵאת, the sign of the direct object, and placed either before or after the verb; 

(2) it may be joined directly to the end of the verb to which it serves as object. 

 The pronominal suffixes for perfects that end in vowels are the same for all 

stems of the verb; as in: 

 

 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms ַ֣ו,הו _ Him 3 mp ַ֣םַ֣,ֶהם _ them 

3 fs ַָ֣ה_ Her 3 fp ן_ them 
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2 ms ָך_ You 2 mp ֶכם_ you 

2 fs ְך_ You 2 fp ֶכן_ you 

1 cs ִני_ Me 1 cp נו_ us 

Example: לו  (they ruled) ָמׁשְׂ

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms ְַׂ֣הוַ֣לוׁשַָ֣מ  they ruled him 3 mp ְַׂ֣םלוׁשַָ֣מ  they ruled them 

3 fs ְַׂ֣הַָ֣לוׁשַָ֣מ  they ruled her 3 fp ְַׂ֣ןלוׁשַָ֣מ  they ruled them 

2 ms ְַָׂ֣ךלוׁשַָ֣מ  they ruled you 2 mp ְֶַׂ֣כםלוׁשַָ֣מ  they ruled you 

2 fs ְְַׂ֣ךלוׁשַָ֣מ  they ruled you 2 fp ְֶַׂ֣כןלוׁשַָ֣מ  they ruled you 

1 cs ְִַׂ֣נילוׁשַָ֣מ  they ruled me 1 cp ְַׂ֣נולוׁשַָ֣מ  they ruled us 

 The pronominal suffixes for perfects that end in consonants are also the same 

for all stems of the verb; as in: 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms ַֹ֣ו,ָהו _ Him 3 mp ַַָ֣֣ם_ them 

3 fs ה_ָ Her 3 fp ָן_ them 

2 ms ְָׂך_ You 2 mp ְֶׂכם_ you 

2 fs ְֶך_ You 2 fp ְֶׂכן_ you 

1 cs ִַני_ Me 1 cp ָנו_ us 

Example: ַָ֣לׁשַַ֣מ  (he ruled) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms ְַֹׂ֣ולׁשַָ֣מ  he ruled him 3 mp ְַׂ֣םַַ֣֣לַָׁ֣שַָ֣מ  he ruled them 

3 fs ְַׂ֣הלַָׁ֣שַָ֣מ  he ruled her 3 fp ְַׂ֣ןלַָׁ֣שַָ֣מ  he ruled them 

2 ms ְַָׂ֣ךלְַׁׂ֣שַָ֣מ  he ruled you 2 mp ְֶַׂ֣כםלְַׁׂ֣שַָ֣מ  he ruled you 

2 fs ְְַׂ֣ךלֵַׁ֣שַָ֣מ  he ruled you 2 fp ְֶַׂ֣כןלְַׁׂ֣שַָ֣מ  he ruled you 
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1 cs ְִַׂ֣נילַַׁ֣שַָ֣מ  he ruled me 1 cp ְַׂ֣נולַָׁ֣שַָ֣מ  he ruled us 

3.3 Pronominal suffixes with imperfect verbs 

 The pronominal suffixes for imperfects that end in vowels are the same as 

those of perfects ending in vowels for all stems of the verb; as in: 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms ַ֣ו,הו _ Him 3 mp ם_ them 

3 fs ַָ֣ה_ Her 3 fp ן_ them 

2 ms ָך_ You 2 mp ֶכם_ you 

2 fs ְך_ You 2 fp ֶכן_ you 

1 cs ִני_ Me 1 cp נו_ us 

Example: ִַ֣לומְַׂ֣י ׁשְׂ  (they will rule) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms ִַ֣הוַ֣לוׁשְַׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule him 3 mp ִַ֣םלוׁשְַׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule them 

3 fs ִַ֣הַָ֣לוׁשְַׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule her 3 fp ִַ֣ןלוׁשְַׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule them 

2 ms ִַָ֣ךלוׁשְַׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule you 2 mp ִֶַ֣כםלוׁשְַׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule you 

2 fs ְִַ֣ךלוׁשְַׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule you 2 fp ִֶַ֣כןלוׁשְַׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule you 

1 cs ִִַ֣נילוׁשְַׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule me 1 cp ִַ֣נולוׁשְַׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  they will rule us 

 The pronominal suffixes for imperfects that end in consonants are also the 

same for all stems of the verb; as in: 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms ֵַ֣הו_ Him 3 mp ֵַַ֣֣ם_ them 

3 fs ַ֣הַָ֣ ,ָה ֶ _ Her 3 fp ֵן_ them 

2 ms ְָׂך_ You 2 mp ְֶׂכם_ you 

2 fs ְֵך_ You 2 fp ְֶׂכן_ you 
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1 cs ִֵני_ Me 1 cp ֵנו_ us 

Example: ִַ֣לׁשַֹ֣מְַׂ֣י  (he will rule) 

Singular Plural 

Person Hebrew  Person Hebrew  

3 ms ִַ֣הולֵַׁ֣שְַׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule him 3 mp ִַ֣םַַ֣֣לֵַׁ֣שְַׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule them 

3 fs ִַ֣הַָ֣לֶַׁ֣שְַׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule her 3 fp ִַ֣ןלֵַׁ֣שְַׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule them 

2 ms ִַָ֣ךלְַׁׂ֣שַָ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule you 2 mp ִֶַ֣כםלְַׁׂ֣שַָ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule you 

2 fs ְִַ֣ךלֵַׁ֣שְַׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule you 2 fp ִֶַ֣כןלְַׁׂ֣שַָ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule you 

1 cs ִִַ֣נילֵַׁ֣שְַׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule me 1 cp ִַ֣נולֵַׁ֣שְַׂ֣מְַׂ֣י  he will rule us 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

This unit studied pronominal suffixes in relation to prepositions and perfect and 

imperfect verbs. Even though it did not cover all the aspects to include nouns and 

particles, what is represented is able to prepare the student for a remarkable progress in 

Hebrew Grammar. The student is encouraged to seek for further studies in this subject. 

5.0 SUMMARY 

1) The pronominal suffixes for perfects that end in vowels are the same for 

all stems of the verb. 

2) The pronominal suffixes for perfects that end in consonants are also the 

same for all stems of the verb. 

3) The pronominal suffixes for imperfects that end in vowels are the same 

as those of perfects ending in vowels for all stems of the verb. 

4) The pronominal suffixes for imperfects that end in consonants are also 

the same for all stems of the verb. 

6.0 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

 Without looking at the manual, provide a full prominal suffixes and translation 

for the following prepositions: 

(a) ְַׂ֣ב (in, by, with) 

(b) ְַׂ֣ל (to, for) 

7.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS 

Provide a full prominal suffixes and translation for the following verbs: 
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רו .1 ךְׂ ַׁשלְַׂ֣ .2 (to remember) ִיזְׂ ֶּתממְׂ  (to rule) 

ֹמר .3 בו .4 (to keep) ִיׁשְׂ ּתְׂ  (to write) ִּתכְׂ

כו .6 (to give) ָנַתן .5  (to reign) ָמלְׂ

8.0 VOCABULARY 

 He asked ָׁשַאל Head רֹאׁש

 Rod, staff, sceptre ֵׁשֶבט beginning, chief (f) ֵראִׁשית

 Sabbath ַׁשָבת many, much, great (adj) ַרב

א Multitude, abundance ֹרב  Emptiness, vanity ָׁשוְׂ

 Judge ׁשֹוֵפט Foot (f) ֶרֶגל

 Dawn ָׁשַחט Seer, prophet רֹוֶאה

 A song ִׁשיר Spirit, wind (f) רוהַַ֣

 Peace ָׁשלֹום Shepherd רֹוֶעה

 He sent ָׁשַלח Breadth, width ֹרַחב

9.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The term “Imperative” as a grammatical construction is an act of giving a command, 

advice, instruction or communicating a request. In Hebrew, imperatives are used in the 

second person forms only whether masculine or feminine, singular or plural. Hebrew 

Imperatives could be used in Qal, Nifal, Piel, Hitpael and Hifil, but not in the Pual or 

Hofal stems, since the later are always passive in meaning. This unit discusses Hebrew 

Imperatives in the Qal, Nifal, Piel, Hitpael and Hifil verb stems. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Get acquainted with words of command or request in Hebrew. 

 Understand the different functions of Hebrew verb stems in connection with 

imperatives. 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT  

3.1 QAL IMPERATIVE 

The Qal Imperative is generally used to express a direct command, and may be 

described as a shortened form of the Qal Imperfect second person masculine or 

feminine (singular or plural).  



  

 

80 

Example: Qal Perfect ָךַתב   Qal Imperfect ֹּתב  ִּתכְׂ
Qal Imperative Singular Qal Imperative Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person  Hebrew English 

2 ms ְַׂ֣בתַֹ֣ך  You write 2 mp ִַ֣ובתְַׂ֣ך  You write 

2 fs ִִַ֣ביך ּתְׂ  You write 2 fp ָנה ֹּתבְׂ  You write כְׂ

3.2 NIFAL IMPERATIVE 

The Nifal Imperative follow the imperfect form of 2ms, 2fs, 2mp, and 2fp. The 

person, gender, number indicator (ּת) is replaced with (ה). 

Example: Qal Perfect ָךַתב   Qal Imperfect ֹּתבַ֣ ִּתכְׂ  
Nifal Imperative Singular Nifal Imperative Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person  Hebrew English 

2 ms ִַ֣בתֵַ֣ךַָ֣ה  You write 2 mp ִַ֣ובתְַׂ֣ךַָ֣ה  You write 

2 fs ִִַ֣ביךַָ֣ה ּתְׂ  You write 2 fp ִַָ֣נהתַַ֣כַָ֣ה בְׂ  You write 

3.3 PIEL IMPERATIVE 

The Piel Imperative follow the imperfect form of 2ms, 2fs, 2mp, and 2fp. The person, 

gender, number indicator (ּת) is dropped entirely. 

Example: Qal Perfect ָךַתב   Qal Imperfect ֹּתבַ֣ ִּתכְׂ  

Piel Imperative Singular Piel Imperative Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person  Hebrew English 

2 ms ַַ֣בּתֵַ֣ך  You write 2 mp ַַ֣ובּתְַׂ֣ך  You write 

2 fs ִַַ֣ביך ּתְׂ  You write 2 fp ַַָ֣נהּתֵַ֣ך בְׂ  You write 

3.4 HITPAEL IMPERATIVE 

The Hitpael Nifal Imperative follow the imperfect form of 2ms, 2fs, 2mp, and 2fp. 

The person, gender, number indicator (ּת) is replaced with (הת).  

Example: Qal Perfect ָךַתב   Qal Imperfect ֹּתבַ֣ ִּתכְׂ  
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Hitpael Imperative Singular Hitpael Imperative Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person  Hebrew English 

2 ms ְַׂ֣בּתֵַ֣כִַַ֣הת  You write 2 mp ְַׂ֣בוּתַַ֣כִַַ֣הת  You write 

2 fs ְִַׂ֣ביךִַַ֣הת ּתְׂ  You write 2 fp ְַָׂ֣נהּתֵַ֣כִַַ֣הת בְׂ  You write 

3.5 HIFIL IMPERATIVE 

The Hifil Imperative follow the Imperfect form of 2ms, 2fs, 2mp, and 2fp. The person, 

gender, number indicator (ּת) is replaced with (ה). 

Example: Qal Perfect ָךַתב   Qal Imperfect ֹּתבַ֣ ִּתכְׂ  
Hifil Imperative Singular Hifil Imperative Plural 

Person Hebrew English Person  Hebrew English 

2 ms ַַ֣בּתֵַ֣כְַׂ֣ה  You write 2 mp ַַ֣בויּתִַ֣כְַׂ֣ה  You write 

2 fs ִַַ֣ביּתִַ֣כְַׂ֣ה  You write 2 fp ַַָ֣נהּתֵַ֣כְַׂ֣ה בְׂ  You write 

3.6 IMPERATIVES: OTHER USES 

1) Prohibitive 

Negative or prohibitive commands are not expressed with imperative verbs, rather, 

Hebrew language allows the use of other ways to express a sense of immediate, 

specific commands by placing לֹא before a verb in the Imperfect Tense, or ַאל is used 

with the jussive. Whereas לֹא expresses an absolute and categorical prohibition (e.g. 

Ten Commandments), ַאל expresses a milder form of the prohibition, more on the 

order of a negative wish or dissuasion. The particle ַאל is sometimes used alongside 

the jussive to show greater emphasis. 

Examples: 

ֹנב לֹא  .1  You shall not steal לֹאִַּ֣תגְׂ

ֵּתרַָ֣פֶניָךִַ֣מֶמִני ַאל  .2  Do not hide your face from me ַאלַּֽתסְׂ

ָרִים ָנא  .3 ִמצְׂ ֵרִניַ֣בְׂ בְׂ  Do not bury me in Egypt ַאלָֽנאִַּ֣תקְׂ

2) Cohortative 
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Cohortative is used by a speaker to express his own will or determination, intention or 

desire to do a certain action, reflectively, in the first person, thus the Cohortative is 

conjugated for the first person only, both singular and plural, both genders, using the 

same set of affixes. The form of the cohortative is similar to the 1
st
 person Imperfect 

forms, except that cohortatives have a final „h‟ suffix (ה)ָ what is called a “cohortative 

h”. 

Example: 

ִׁשי ָרהַַ֣נפְׂ  !Oh guard my soul ָׁשמְׂ

3) Jussive 

In connection with the imperfect, the jussive is used to express the speaker‟s desire, 

wish, or command. It is frequently accompanied in translation by the modal auxiliaries 

“may” and “let”. The particle ָנה is sometimes added after jussives and cohortatives, 

perhaps to make them more emphatic, especially in imperative usages. 

Example: 

טוָֽנאֵַ֣ביִניַ֣וֵביןַַ֣ךרִמי  Judge, I pray between me and ִׁשפְׂ

(between) my vineyard! 
4.0 SUMMARY 

This unit has shown that: 

1. The stem of the imperative is the same in every case as that of the imperfect. 

2. The pure passives Pual and Hofal have no imperatives. 

3. In the inflection of the imperatives, changes vowels undergo some changes. 

Students should identify these changes from the different tables above. 

4. The stem of the imperative receives no preformatives, and its afformatives are 

those of the Imperfect. 

 

 

5.0 SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES/TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

1) Write the full imperative inflections for the following verbs in the stems 

indicated: 

Examples: Qal imperative of ָךַתב    

2 ms ְַׂ֣בתַֹ֣ך  You write 2 mp ִַ֣ובתְַׂ֣ך  You write 
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2 fs ִִַ֣ביך ּתְׂ  You write 2 fp ָנה ֹּתבְׂ  You write כְׂ

1. Qal Imperative of ָמַׁשל (he ruled) 

2. Nifal imperatives of ָלַמד (he learned) 

3. Piel imperative of ָזַכר (he remembered) 

4. Hitpael imperative of ָדַבק (he cleaved) 

5. Hifil imperative of ָבַלל (he confounded) 

2) Translate the following to English: 

ׁשֹו .1 ָקדְׂ לוֵֽאלַ֣בְׂ לוַָ֣יהַַ֣הלְׂ  (Answer: Ps. 150:1) ַהלְׂ

לֹוםַָ֣הִעיר .2 ׁשוֶַ֣אתֽׁשְׂ ִדרְׂ  (Answer: Jer. 29:7) וְׂ

ׁשוַָ֣פָניוַָּ֣תִמיד .3  (Answer: Ps. 105:4) ַבקְׂ

ֵקִני .4 ַחזְׂ ֵרִניַָ֣נאַ֣וְׂ ָנאַָ֣זכְׂ  (Answer:ַ֣Jude 16:28) 

נֹוֵתיֶכם .5 ָנהַ֣בְׂ  (Answer: Jer. 9:19) ַלֵלדְׂ

3) Translate the following to Hebrew: 

1. Keep all the commandments of the LORD (Answer: 1 Chr 

28:8) 

2. And write upon it (Answer: Jere. 36:28) 

3. Seek peace and pursue it (Answer: Ps. 34:15) 

4. Walk through the land and write about it (Answer: Josh 18:8) 

5. Remember, O LORD, what has happened to us (Answer: 

Lam 5:1) 

6.0 VOCABULARY 

הָוה  To cut ָךַתב The LORD יְׂ

 Commandment ִמצֹות Peace ָׁשלֹום

 To walk ָהַלך To praise ָהַלל

 First, former ֵראׁש To seek ָבַקׁש

 City ִעיר To pursue ָרַדף

 ,Holy ָקדֹוׁש

Sanctuary 
 Face ָפֶני
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 To help ָעַזר Keep ָׁשַמר

 To become ָרָבה To strengthen ָחָזק

many 

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 

Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew) 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The letter ו (and) does not only play the role of conjunction as we had studied earlier, 

but can perform other roles which grammarians refer to as vav consecutive (formerly 

conversive). In this light, the vav conversive or executive seems to convert the 

imperfect into the meaning of the perfect, and the perfect to the meaning of imperfect. 

This unit discusses the different reversing roles played by the letter vav in a verbal 

construction of either perfect or imperfect. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

By the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Identify other roles of vav in transforming perfect to imperfect and vice versa. 

 Differentiate between the vav conjunction and vav consecutive. 
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 VAV CONSECUTIVE WITH IMPERFECT VERBS 

1) When the vav ו is prefixed to the imperfect form of the verb, it is pointed exactly 

like the definite article, which is - vav, plus patah, plus dagesh forte in the 

following consonant (ַֻ֣ ַו)  As in: 

ֹּתב  and he wrote ַוִטכְׂ

בּתַָֹ֣וֶאכְַׂ֣   and I wrote 

Note: while י received the dagesh forte (ט) the א could not because it 

is a guttural, rather the preceding vowel was lengthened in 

compensation, hence ( וַַָ֣֣ ). 

2) The Qal imperfect 3
rd

 person masculine singular form of ָאַמר, “he said”, without 

vav consecutive; is written יֹאַמר (he will say). However, with vav consecutive, it 

is changed to ַוטֹאֶמל translated, “and (then) he said.” This form occurs so 

frequently in the Hebrew Bible that it should be committed to memory. 

3) The dagesh forte may be omitted from a consonant which has only a sheva under it, 

as in: 

ִהי  and it was ַויְׂ

3.2 VAV CONSECUTIVE WITH PERFECT VERBS 

1) Vav consecutive retains the pointing of vav conjunction when it is joined to the 

perfect strong verbַ֣ (in fact, it shares its various vocalization - ְַׂ֣וַָ֣ , ו , ו ,) as in: 

 he wrote  ָךַתב

Consecutive form   ָכַתב  and he will write   וְׂ

Consecutive form ַתבְַׂ֣ו םּתֶַ֣כְׂ  and you will write 

2) It has, however, the effect, in certain verbal forms, of shifting the tone from the 

penult to last syllable, as in: 

ִּתי כְׂ   ,I went   ָהַלַ֫

Consecutive form י ִּתַ֫ ַלכְׂ ָהּ  and I will go  וְׂ

4.0 SUMMARY 
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In this unit we have seen that perfect and imperfect verbs can take a vav consecutive 

which has two functions, namely: to convey the idea of conjunction just as the simple 

vav conjunction does; and to invert the meaning of the verbs tense. In this light, a 

perfect verb with a vav consecutive has the meaning of an imperfect, and vice versa. 

To say it in another way, vav consecutive changes the function of imperfect verb from 

incomplete to complete, and that of perfect verb from complete to incomplete tenses. 

5.0 SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES/TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

1) Identify the verbs that have vav consecutive and translate them from Genesis 1:1-5. 

ֵראִׁשית ֵאתַ֣, ֵאתַַ֣הָשַמִים, ֱאֹלִהיםָבָראַ֣, בְׂ וְׂ

 .ָהָאֶרץ
1 In the beginning God created the heaven 

and the earth. 

ָהָאֶרץ ָתהַֹ֣תהוַָ֣וֹבהו, וְׂ ֹחֶׁשְך, ָהיְׂ ֵניַ֣-ַעל, וְׂ פְׂ

הֹום רוַחֱַ֣אֹלִהים; תְׂ ַרֶחֶפתַַ֣על, וְׂ ֵניַ֣-מְׂ פְׂ

 .ַהָלִים

2 Now the earth was unformed and void, 

and darkness was upon the face of the 

deep; and the spirit of God hovered over 

the face of the waters. 

ִהיַ֣אֹור, ַוטֹאֶמרֱַ֣אֹלִהים ִהי; יְׂ  And God said: 'Let there be light.' And 3 .אֹור-ַויְׂ

there was light. 

אֱַ֣אֹלִהיםֶַ֣את ֵדלַ֣; טֹוב-ִךי, ָהאֹור-ַוַטרְׂ ַוַטבְׂ

 .ֵביןַָ֣האֹורַ֣וֵביןַַ֣הֹחֶׁשְך, ֱאֹלִהים
4 And God saw the light that it was good; 

and God divided the light from the 

darkness. 

ָראֱַ֣אֹלִהיםַָ֣לאֹורַ֣יֹום ַלֹחֶׁשְךַָ֣קָראַ֣, ַוִטקְׂ וְׂ

ָלה ִהי; ָליְׂ ִהי-ַויְׂ  .יֹוםֶַ֣אָחד, ֹבֶקר-ֶעֶרבַַ֣ויְׂ

5 And God called the light Day, and the 

darkness He called Night. And there was 

evening and there was morning, one day. 

6.0 VOCABULARY 

 He said ָאַמר He called ָקָרא

ִהי He divided ָבַדל  It was, to be יְׂ

 One ֶאָחד Darkness ֹחֶׁשְך

ָלה  Morning ֹבֶקר Night ָליְׂ

 Light אֹור He saw ָרא

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS 

Ajah, Miracle 2011. Old Testament Hebrew, An Introductory Grammar (Book I and 

II). Aba: Reinoma Services. 
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Allen Ross 2001. Introducing Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids: Baker 

Kelly, P. H 1992. Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar. Grand Rapids: William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 

Learn Hebrew online free (http:\\ www.Hebrew4Christians.com) 

English to Hebrew Translation (http:\\translation.babylon.com/English/to-hebrew) 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Infinitives in Hebrew Grammar are basically verbal nouns because they function 

both as verbs and nouns. They express the basic idea of the verb root without the 

limitations of person, gender and number, unlike perfects, imperfects and 

imperatives, which are limited to a specific person, gender and number. 

According to the Westminster Hebrew Morphology, the infinitives construct 

accounts for approximately 89% of all infinitives in the Hebrew Bible. The 

Hebrew Grammar has two types of infinitives, namely: infinitive construct and 

infinitive absolute. 

On the other hand Hebrew Participles are verbal forms that function as 

adjectives. That means, they share the characteristics of both verbs and 

adjectives. In translation, the Participle is shown as a verb with an “-ing” ending 

(such as walking). 

This unit studies the functions of Hebrew infinitives and participles. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

By the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Identify the role of infinitives and participles in verbal stems. 
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 Demonstrate an improved skill in translating Hebrew verbal 

constructions. 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT 

3.1 Forming the Infinitive Construct 

1) The Infinitive Construct is commonly translated with the preposition “to” 

plus a verb – such as, to drive. Since the Infinitive Construct is not inflected 

for person, gender, or number, there is only one basic form. The vowel 

pattern for the Infinitive Construct of the verbal stems is consistent for all 

strong verbs and most weak verbs. It is identical in form to the imperatives 

2ms form of the same stem. Example:  

Imperative 2ms of ַָ֣ךַתב  (qal) is ֹתב  ךְׂ

Qal infinitive construct is also ֹתב  to write ךְׂ

2) The table below presents imeratives, infinitive constructs and translation for 
some strong and weak verbs. 

 Imperative 2ms Infinitive 
Construct 

Infinitive 
Translation 

Strong ֹתב ֹתב ךְׂ  To write ךְׂ

Strong ֹכר ֹכר זְׂ  To remember זְׂ

I-Gutt ֲעֹזב ֲעֹזב To abandon 

I-ֱאֹמר ֱאֹמר א To say 

II-Gutt ַחר ֹחר בְׂ  To choose בְׂ

III-ַלח ח ֹלחַַ֣ ׁשְׂ  To send ׁשְׂ

III-ַמע ע ֹמעַַ֣ ׁשְׂ  To hear ׁשְׂ

III-ָרא א רֹא קְׂ  To call קְׂ

3) Examples of various stems with imperatives 

 Qal Nif „al Pi „el Pu „al Hitpa „el Hif „‟il Hof „al 
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Impv. 2 ms ַךֵּתב  ַךֵּתב ִהָךֵתב ִךֹתב ֵתב ִהתְׂ   ַהכְׂ

Inf. Constr. ַךֵּתב ֺךֵּתב ַךֵּתב ִהָךֵתב ִךֹתב ִתיב ִהתְׂ ַתב ַהכְׂ  ָהכְׂ

3.2 The functions of the Infinitive construct 

i) The Infinitive Construct may be used with ַ֣לְַַׂ֣֣  to express purpose, 

intention or result. When used in this way, the key words “to” or “in 

order to” may be used in your translation.ַ֣ Example: (note the words in 

the box) 

ֵעיַנִיםַ֣ הָוהַָ֣לֶכםֵַ֣לבַָ֣לַדַעתַ֣וְׂ לֹאָֽנַתןַ֣יְׂ וְׂ

ֹמעַַַַ֣֣עדַַ֣הטֹוםַַ֣הֶזה ַנִיםִַ֣לׁשְׂ ָאזְׂ אֹותַ֣וְׂ  ִלרְׂ

(But) Yahweh has not given to 

you a heart to knowַ֣or eyes to see 

or ears to hear until this day.ַ֣

(Deut 29:3 [English 29:4]). 

ii) The Infinitive Construct prefixed with ְַׂ֣ל may be used to denote an 

action about to take place. This construction frequently involves the 

use of ָהָיה (to be). When used in this way, the key words “about to” 

may be used in your translation. Example: (note the words in the box) 

גֹור ִהיַַ֣הַשַערִַ֣לסְׂ  The gate was about to shut (Josh 2:5) ַויְׂ

iii) The Infinitive Construct may function like a (verbal) noun, often as the 

subject or object of the verbal idea. It may or may not be prefixed with 

the preposition ַ֣לְַַׂ֣֣ when used in this way.ַ֣Example: (note the words in 

the box) 

ֹהדֹותַַ֣ליהָוה  It is good to praise Yahweh.ַ֣(Ps 92:2) טֹובַ֣לְׂ

iv) The Infinitive Construct may be used to explain, clarify or complement 

a preceding action or statement. It may or may not be prefixed with the 

preposition ְַׂ֣ל. ַ֣When used in this way, you can translate the Infinitive 
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Construct with “by” plus the “-ing” form of the verb. Example: (note 

the words in the box) 

הָוהֱַ֣אֹלֶהיָךַ֣ ֹותַ֣יְׂ ָּתֶַ֣אתִֽמצְׂ ָׁשַמרְׂ וְׂ

ָרָכיו  ָלֶלֶכםִַ֣בדְׂ

And you shall observe the 

commandments ofַ֣ Yahweh your 

God by walking in his ways.ַ֣

(Deut 8:6) 

v) When prefixed with the prepositions ַ֣בְַַׂ֣֣ or ְַׂ֣ך , the Infinitive Construct 

may be used in a temporal clause. When used in this way, the 

prepositions ַ֣בְַַׂ֣֣ and ְַׂ֣ך are translated either “when” or “while.” 

Frequently, in this construction, the Infinitive Construct will also have 

a pronominal suffix. Example: (note the words in the box) 

ָרֵאלַָ֣בָאֶרץַַ֣הִהוא ֹךןִַ֣ישְׂ ִהיִַ֣בׁשְׂ  When (while) Israel dwelt in that ַויְׂ

land …ַ֣(Gen 35:22) 

vi) NOTE:  

1) The Infinitive Construct is not inflected for person, gender or 

number in order to indicate a verbal subject.  

2) The Infinitive Construct is a tenseless verbal form. Because of this, 

issues of tense (i.e., past, present or future) and verbal subject (if 

any) must be taken from context. 

3.3 The form of the Infinitive Absolute 

The infinitive absolute is verbal noun. It may be used in conjunction with other 

verbs to emphasize or intensify the verbal action. It may also be used in the 

place of an imperative to express a command. The Infinitive Absolute is not 

inflected for person, gender or number and so there is only one form to 

memorize. This form is easy to identify and varies little with weak verbal roots. 

i) The table below presents infinitive contruct in comparison with 

infinitive absolute of the verb ָךַתב “he wrote” 

 Qal Nif „al Pi „el Pu „al Hitpa „el Hif „‟il Hof „al 

Inf. Constr. ַךֵּתב ֺךֵּתב ַךֵּתב ִהָךֵתב ִךֹתב ִתיב ִהתְׂ ַתב ַהכְׂ  ָהכְׂ
Inf. Abs. ַךֵּתב ֺךֹּתב ַךֹּתב ִהָךֹתב ָךתֹוב ֵתב ִהתְׂ ֵתב ַהכְׂ  ָהכְׂ
ֹּתב        ַךֵּתב ִנכְׂ
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ii) Some examples of infinite absolute (strong and weak verbs) are listed 

in the table below: 

 Qal Perfect 3 ms Translation Infinite 

Absolute 
 ָלמֹוד He learned ָלַמד  .1
 ָקרֹוב He drew near ָקַרב  .2
 ָׁשכֹוב He lay down ָׁשַכב  .3
 ָעמֹוד He stood ָעַמד  .4
 ָאכֹול He ate ָאַכל  .5
 ָאמֹול He said ָאַמר  .6
 ָהלֹוְך He went, walked ָהַלְך  .7
 ָנפֹול He fell ָנַפל  .8
 ָנתֹון He gave, set ָנַתן  .9
ָהֹיהַ֣ or ָהיֹוַ֣ He was ָהָיה  .10  
3.4 The functions of the Infinitive Absolute 

i) The Infinitive Absolute can precede or follow a Perfect or Imperfect 

verbal form of the same root in order to emphasize the verbal meaning 

(emphatic). 

 מֹותַָּ֣תמות

you (2ms) will certainly die (2 Kgs 1:16) 

ii) The Infinitive Absolute can stand by itself and function as an 

Imperative. 

 ָׁשמֹורֶַ֣אתֽיֹוםַַ֣הַשָבת
Observe the Sabbath day! (Deut 5:12) 

iii) Two Infinitive Absolutes can be used together with a Perfect or 

Imperfect verb to express two verbal actions occurring simultaneously. 

ָאֹכל  ַוֵטֶלְךַָ֣הלֹוְךַ֣וְׂ
(literally) and he walked, walking and eating; 

(idiomatically) and he walked, eating as he went (Judg 14:9) 
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iv) The Infinitive Absolute can complement the main verb of a sentence 

and carry the temporal value of that main verb. 

 ָרגֹוםַֹ֣אתֹוַָ֣בֲאָבִניםַָ֣ךלָֽהֵעָדה
All of the congregation shall stone him with stones (Num 15:35). 

3.5 The Forms of Participles 

Participles are verbal adjectives. The Participle expresses some type of verbal 

action such as “studying” or “learning.” Adjectivally, it is used much like a 

Hebrew adjective: attributively, predicatively or substantively. The Participle 

inflects like an adjective, with both gender and number. It is not inflected for 

person. When translated, the Participle is shown as a verb with an “-ing” ending 

(as in learning). 

i) QAL PARTICIPLE: STRONG VERBS. Participles are inflected for 

gender and number but not for person. Example: 

 Active Participle 

(Singular) 

Inflectional Endings (Singular) 

Masculine ֹךֵתב  

Feminine ֶת ֹךֶתֶבת 

Feminine ה ֹךָתָבה ָ

 

 Active Participle (Plural) Inflectional Endings (Plural) 

Masculine ִבים  ִים ֹךתְׂ

Feminine בֹום  ֹות ֹךתְׂ
 

ii) QAL PARTICIPLE: WEAK VERBS. In the Qal stem, all Category I-

Guttural, Category I- נ, Category I- י, and Geminate weak verbs follow 

the strong verb pattern. 

3.5 The Functions of the Participles 

There are three basic functions of participles in Hebrew: As Adjectives, Verbs 

and Nouns. 



  

 

95 

i) Participles as Adjectives 

a. Attributive Use - An active Participle directly modifies a noun. The 

active Participle follows the noun it is modifying and matches the 

noun in gender, number, and definiteness. Example: 

 The man who lay with the woman ָהִאיׁשַַ֣הֹשֵכבִַ֣עםַָ֣הִאָשה

(Deut. 22:22) 

b. Predicative use - The active Participle does not directly modify the 

noun but asserts something about the noun and creates a 

predication. The active Participle matches the noun in gender and 

number but not definiteness (the active Participle never take a 

definite article in this usage) which indicates a predicative 

relationship. The active Participle does not have its own tense 

which means that the tense must be taken from the context.  

Example: 

 Blessed shall you be in the city ָברוְךַַ֣אָּתהַָ֣בִעיר

(Deut. 28:3) 

ii) Participles as Verbs 

Participles used as verbs are normally preceded by an expressed 

subject, with which they must agree in gender and number. However, 

particles used as verbs do not take the definite articles. Example: 

ָרָהםַ֣עֹוֶדםוַ֣ ַאבְׂ הָוהוְׂ ֵניַ֣יְׂ ֹעֵמדִַ֣לפְׂ  And Abraham was still standing 

before the LORD (Gen. 18:22) 

iii) Participles as Nouns 

Participles as nouns indicate the “one who” or the “ones who” are 

performing a certain action or exist in a certain atate of condition. Such 

nouns may be definite or indefinite, masculine or feminine, singular or 

plural, depending on the person or persons to whom they refer. 

Example: 
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אוִלים כוַָׁ֣שםַ֣גְׂ ָהלְׂ  And the redeemed shall go (walk) וְׂ

there (Isa.35:9) 

4.0 SUMMARY 

i) The Infinitive Construct are verbal nouns wich can function much like 

an English Infinitive, usually translated with the preposition “to” plus a 

verb as in “to study” or “to learn.” 

ii) The Hebrew Infinitive Absolute has no real English counterpart. It 

may be used in conjunction with other verbs to emphasize or intensify 

the verbal action. It may also be used in the place of an Imperative to 

express a command. 

iii) Participle is verbal adjectives. Verbally, the Participle expresses some 

type of verbal action such as “studying” or “learning.” Adjectivally, it 

is used much like a Hebrew adjective: attributively, predicatively or 

substantively. 

5.0 SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

(i) Write the Qal Infinitives for the following verbs: 

 

 

Verb Infinitive 

Construct 

Infinitive 

Absolute 

   ָׁשַפט  .1

   ָךַתב  .2

   ָקַרב  .3

   ָמַלְך  .4

   ָפַקד  .5

(ii) Translate the following: 

a. ָבאֹותִַ֣בירוָׁשָלִים הָוהַ֣צְׂ  (Zech. 8:22) ִלַבֵקׁשֶַ֣אתֽיְׂ

b. ָלה ִדילֵַ֣ביןַַ֣הטֹוםַ֣וֵביןַַ֣הָכיְׂ ַהבְׂ  (Gen.1:14) לְׂ

c. הָוה ַברַ֣יְׂ ַמֵכאֶַ֣אתֽדְׂ  (1kgs 2:27) לְׂ

d. ֹדףַַ֣אֲחֵרים  (Josh 8:16) ִלרְׂ

e. ִמי ַדֵברַָ֣דָברִַ֣בׁשְׂ  (Deut 18:20) לְׂ

6.0 VOCABULARY 

 He possessed, subdued ָיַרׁש He perished ָאַבד
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 To be fixed, firm, established ךון He gathered ָאַסף

 Was completed, finished ָךָלה He fled ָבַרח

 He rejected, despised ָמַאס He ceased ָחַדל

 He sold ָמַכר He sinned, missed the mark ָחָטא

 He stretched out, ectended ָנָטה He was able ָיֹכל

 To be high, exalted רום He begot (children) ָיַלד

 He healed, cured ָרָפא He added ָיַסף

 He drank ָׁשָתה He went down ָיַרד
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Hebrew verbs are classified as either “strong” or “weak”. A strong verb must 

have three consonants in its Qal perfect third person masculine singular form, 

the form under which it is listed in the lexicon. A verb is considered weak if one 

or more of its consonants is a guttural (אהחעַ֣ר). A verb is also weak if it 

begins with either ו ,י, or נ, or if its second and third consonants are identical. 

Subclasses of weak verbs include those that end with ה, and those that either 

begin or end with א. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 Know the different between strong and weak verbs 

 Identify the weak verbs  

 List all the classes of the weak verbs  

 Enumerate the characteristics of each class of weak verbs 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT  

3.1 Classification of weak verbs 

 Class Example Description Old 

Designation 
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1  I-‟Alef ָאַבד Guttural in the first 

root position א 

‟Pe Alef 

2  I-Guttural ָעַמד Guttural in the first 

root position  ע 

Pe Guttural 

3  II-Guttural ָגַאל Guttural in second 

root position 

„Ayin Guttural 

4  
III- ח/ע ח/ע ָבַרח   in third root 

position 

Lamed Guttural 

5  
III-א ָמָצא א in the third root 

position 

Lamed ‟Alef 

6  
III-ה ָבָנה ה in the third root 

position  

Lamed He 

7  
I-י ָיַׁשב י in first root 

position  

Pe Yod/Pe Vav 

8  
I-נ ָנַפל נ in first root 

position 

Pe Nun 

9  Doubly Weak ָעָלה I-Guttural and III- ה  

(for one example) 

Pe lamed 

Guttural 

10  Biconsonantal ָקם Only two root 

consonants 

Ayin Vav/Ayin 

Yod 

11  Geminate ָסַבב Identical second and 

third consonants 

Double „Ayin 

Note: Pe = First; Ayin = Second; Lamed = Third 

3.2 Characteristics of Gutturals 

The guttural letters are אהחע and sometimes ר. They are guttural letters 

because they are pronounced from the throat (see Book I page 35ff for details). 

Certain characteristics make them peculiar from other Hebrew consonants, as 

follows: 

i) Gutturals cannot be doubled. They cannot accept a dagesh forte, which 

calls for the lengthening of the preceding vowel, which otherwise 
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would be left as a short vowel in an unaccented open syllable. 

Example: 

a. Patach is lengthened to Qamets ( ַ to ָ ) 

b. Hireq is lengthened to Sere (ִ to ֵ) 

c. Qibbuts is lengthened to Holem ( ֺ to ַֹ֣   ) 

ii) Gutturals usually take “a” class vowels.  

iii) Gutturals usually take compound shevas rather than simple shevas. 

4.0 SUMMARY 

This unit discussed the classification of weak verbs in Hebrew, and the 

characteristics of gutturals. A verb is considered weak if one or more of its 

consonants is a guttural (אהחעַ֣ר). A verb is also weak if it begins with either י, 

 or if its second and third consonants are identical. Subclasses of weak ,נ or ,ו

verbs include those that end with ה, and those that either begin or end with א. 

5.0 UNIT EXERCISES 

1) List  the  eleven  classifications  of  the  weak  verb  with  an  

example  each. 

2) What are the three characteristics of Hebrew Gutturals? 

6.0 VOCABULARY 

 He seized, took ָאַחז

possession 

 Surely, only ַאְך

 Faithfulness, fidelity (f) ֱאמוָנה He stole ָגַנב

ֵאר He overturned, changed ָהַפְך  Well (f) בְׂ

סַרַ֣הַָ֣  He broke down, 

destroyed 

כֹור  First-born, oldest בְׂ

ַבׁש He bound, girded ָחַגר  Honey דְׂ

 Statute (f) ֹחק He renewd, repaired חֹדׁש

 Tongue ָלׁשֹון He took delight in, deired ָחֵפץ

 Death ָמֶות He arranged, set in order ָעַרְך
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ֵבחַַ֣ Then ָאז  Altar, place of sacrifice ִמזְׂ
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1.0     INTRODUCTION 
 
If you have followed this course from the beginning, you would have noticed that 

unlike the Biblical Greek where the verb as well as the noun is inflected, the verb is 

the only portion of the Hebrew language that is inflected. This thus shows that the 

study of the Hebrew verb is of prime importance in understanding the various 

nuances of these verbs. In this unit, you will begin the study of the three 

fundamental principles that are important and necessary for the proper understanding 

of the Hebrew verb. Please note that despite the importance of the context, the context 

still work in conjunction with these three principles. 
 

 

2.0     OBJECTIVES 
 
By the end of this unit you should be able to: 
 

 

 Define the perfect state of the verb 

 Describe the imperfect state of the verb 

 Describe the concept of time in the Semitic mind 

 Identify the various moods of the Hebrew verb 

 Define each mood of the verb 
 

 

3.0     MAIN CONTENT 
 

 

3.1     The State of the Verb 
 
The state of the verb is used to describe the action of the verb. There are however 

only two concepts of action: complete or incomplete. The state of action wherein the 

                                                           
1
 Adapted from CRS316 Hebrew Syntax 



  

 

103 

writer wishes to express an action that has been completed in his mind, whether that 

action is in the present, past or future time, it would be presented in the perfect state. 

Thus, it is important in the translation of the Hebrew verb to interpret the condition of 

the action and not the time of the action. 

 
The other state is the imperfect state. This is used to describe the action that is 

incomplete, continuing and incoming. It dosent matter whether it is an ongoing 

action or repeated or connected in sequence in the past or in the future time. 
 

 

The state of the verb is easily locatable by the form of the verb. You can go back to 

the module two and read again the perfect and the imperfect form of the verb so that 

you would be able to differentiate between the two states of the verb. However, the 

perfect form is objective while the imperfect is subjective. 
 

 

Please note that by virtue of the form, the imperative verb is derived from the 

imperfect. The rationale is that since the imperative expresses a wish or command, 

which is an action that is yet to be done, it has to be regarded as an incomplete action, 

thus treated as the imperfect. Infinitives, on the other hand are not related to any of 

the state of the verb. This is because though they develop as verbal forms, their 

true nature is nominal or adverbial. They are thus treated as nouns or adverbs. 
 

 

3.2     The Time of the Verb 
 
Unlike the contemporary distinction of time in the verbs, the discernment of the time 

of action in the Semitic mind is not of any vital importance. In interpreting or 

translating, try to avoid placing any undue attention on the time of the action. As 

have been explained earlier, try to look more for the state of the action and also 

check whether the action is a single action that does not have direct relation to any 

other action or whether it is viewed as an antecedent to another action. 
 

 

3.3     The Mood of the Verb 
 
Since actions were viewed as uncomplicated, dependent or volitional, the mood of 

the verb is of tremendous importance to the Old Testament. Four classes of mood are 

available in the Hebrew thought, and these are: the indicative mood, the subjunctive 

mood, the imperative mood and the voluntative mood. 
 

 

1) The Indicative Mood 

 
The indicative mood has no distinctive form to indicate its presence. This is because as 

far as the Semitics are concerned; the perfect state of the verb is the indicative mood, 

since no contingency or volition can alter an action that is already completed. 
 

 

2) The Subjunctive Mood 
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This is the mood of contingency. This contingency may be either in form of 

dependency or condition. These contingencies or conditions may be classed as 

follows: possibilities, desirabilities or responsibilities. In the form, there would be a 

particle to indicate the presence of the condition but it is also possible that the 

condition may be disclosed only through the context. Please, do not expect an 

external condition for each subjunctive mood. 
 

 

3) The Imperative Mood 
 
This is the mood of command or strong desire. The positive commands are expressed 

by the imperative mood. Note, however, that the negative commands, that is, 

prohoibitions, are expressed by the imperfect form along with a particle of negation 

in an imperative context. Please, note that any imperfect form in an imperative 

context may be in the imperative mood. 
 

 

4) The Voluntative Mood 

 
This is the mood that is used to express the volition of the speaker. The 

cohortative and the jussive belong to this mood. These two are used to express desire 

or urgency. Please take note that the cohortative is the voluntative mood in the first 

person and the jussive is the voluntative mood in the second or third person. 
 

While the cohortative is indicated by the addition of ה ָ to the imperfect form followed 

most of the time by the voluntative particle ַָ֣אַַ֣֣נ the jussive is indicated by an internal 

vowel change or the specific negative or just by the context alone. Please note that it is 

not only in the voluntative mood that the 

internal vowel change can occur. 
 

 

4.0 CONCLUSION 
 
In this unit you have been told that syntactically, three elements of the Hebrew verb 

are very important, and these are the state, the time and the mood of the verb. You 

have also learnt that there are two states: the perfect and the imperfect. You have also 

learnt that unlike most modern languages that see the time of the verb in terms of 

present, past and the future, in the Hebrew language, what is important is the 

relationship of the action in the verb to another action, that is, whether it is 

contemporaneous or antecedent or subsequent. You have also learnt that there are four 

types of mood in the Hebrew verb, namely: indicative, subjunctive, imperative and 

voluntative. 
 

5.0 SUMMARY 
 
The following are the major points you have learnt in this unit: 
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 The three elements of the Hebrew verb that are very important are the state, 

the time and the mood of the verb. 

 There are two states of the verb: the perfect and the imperfect. 

 Unlike most modern languages, the Semitic Hebrew did not see the time of 

the verb in terms of present, past and the future. 

 What is important in the verb is the relationship of the action in the verb to 

another action, that is, whether it is contemporaneous or 

 antecedent or subsequent. 

 There are four types of mood in the Hebrew verb, namely: 

 indicative, subjunctive, imperative and voluntative. 

 The perfect state of the verb is always in the indicative mood 

 The subjunctive mood is the mood of dependency or condition 

 The imperative mood is the mood of command or strong desire 

 The voluntative mood expresses the volition of the speaker. 
 

 

6.0 TUTOR-MARK ED ASSIGNMENT 
 
Discuss each of the mood and their functions. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Hebrew does not have a separate set of numerical symbols. The cardinal 

numbers are used for counting and the ordinal numbers are used to indicate 

position in a series. 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 

 By the end of this unit you should be able to:  

 Identify cardinal numbers  

 Identify ordinal numbers  

 Write the numbers in the construct and the absolute forms 

3.0 MAIN CONTENT  

3.1 Cardinal Numbers 

i) The table below presents the masculine and feminine cardinal 

numerals (1-10) in their absolute and construct states. 

 Masculine Feminine 

 Absolute Construct Absolute Construct 

One ַאַחת ַאַחת ַאַחד ָדֶחא 
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Two ַנִים ֵני ׁשְׂ ַּתִים ׁשְׂ ֵּתי ׁשְׂ  ׁשְׂ

Three ֹלׁש ָׁשֹלׁש ֹלָׁשה ׁשְׂ ֹלֶׁשת ׁשְׂ  ׁשְׂ

Four ַבע ַבע ַארְׂ ַבַעת ַארָבָעה ַארְׂ  ַארְׂ

Five ֲחֵמֶׁשת ֲחִמָשה ֲחֵמׁש ָחֵמׁש 

Six ֵׁשֶׁשת ִׁשָשה ֵׁשׁש ֵׁשׁש 

Seven ַבע ֶׁשַבע ָעה ׁשְׂ ַעת ִׁשבְׂ  ִׁשבְׂ

Eight ֹמֶנה ֹמֵנה ׁשְׂ ֹמָנה ׁשְׂ ֹמַנת ׁשְׂ  ׁשְׂ

Nine ַׁשע ֵּתַׁשע ָעה ּתְׂ ַעת ִּתׁשְׂ  ִּתׁשְׂ

Ten ֶשר ֶעֶשר  ֲעֶשֶרת ֲעָשָרה ע ֶ

i) Cardinal numbers 11-19 are presented below: 

 With Masculine Nouns With Feminine Nouns 

Eleven ַאַחדַָ֣עָשר 

ֵּתיַָ֣עָשר  ַעׁשְׂ

ֵרה  ַאַחתֶַ֣עשְׂ

ֵרה ֵּתיֶַ֣עשְׂ  ַעׁשְׂ

Twelve ֵניַָ֣עָשר  ׁשְׂ

ֵניםַָ֣עָשר  ׁשְׂ

ֵרה ֵּתיֶַ֣עשְׂ  ׁשְׂ

ֵרה ֵּתיםֶַ֣עשְׂ  ׁשְׂ

Thirteen ֹלָׁשהַָ֣עָשר ֵרה ׁשְׂ ֹלׁשֶַ֣עשְׂ  ׁשְׂ

Fourteen ָבָעהַָ֣עָשר ֵרה ַארְׂ ַבעֶַ֣עשְׂ  ַארְׂ

Fifteen ֵרה ֲחִמָשהַָ֣עָשר  ֲחֵמׁשֶַ֣עשְׂ

Sixteen ֵרה ִׁשָשהַָ֣עָשר  ֵׁשׁשֶַ֣עשְׂ

Seventeen ָעהַָ֣עָשר ֵרה ִׁשבְׂ ַבעֶַ֣עשְׂ  ׁשְׂ

Eighteen ֹמָנהַָ֣עָשר ֵרה ׁשְׂ ֹמֶנהֶַ֣עשְׂ  ׁשְׂ

Nineteen ָעהַָ֣עָשר ֵרה ִּתׁשְׂ ַׁשעֶַ֣עשְׂ  ּתְׂ

ii) Cardinal numbers 20-99 are presented below: 
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Twenty ִרים  ֶעשְׂ

Thirty ֹלִׁשים  ׁשְׂ

Forty ָבִעים  ַארְׂ

Fifty ֲחִלִשים 

Sixty ִׁשִשים 

Seventy ִעים  ִׁשבְׂ

Eighty ֹמִנים  ׁשְׂ

Ninety ִעים  ִּתׁשְׂ

iii) Cardinal numbers 100 and above are presented below: 

One Hundred ֵמָאה 

Two Hundred ָמאַתִים 

Three Hundred ֹלׁשֵַ֣מאֹות  ׁשְׂ

One Thousand ֶאֶלף 

Two Thousand ַפִים  ַאלְׂ

Three Thousand ֹלֶׁשהֲַ֣אָלִפם  ׁשְׂ

Ten Thousand ָבָבה  רְׂ

Twenty Thousand ִרבֹוַתִים 

Thirty Thousand ֹלׁשִַ֣רבֹות  ׁשְׂ

3.2 Ordinal Numbers 

An ordinal numeral expresses consecution or position in a series, as first, 

second, third, etc. Example: 

 Masculine Feminine 

First ִראׁשֹוָנה ִראׁשֹון 
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Second ֵׁשִנית ֵׁשִני 

Third ִליִׁשי ִליִׁשית ׁשְׂ  ׁשְׂ

Fourth ִביִעי ִביִעית רְׂ  רְׂ

Fifth ֲחִמיִׁשית ֲחִמיִׁשי 

Sixth ִׁשִשית ִׁשִשי 

Seventh ִביִעי ִביִעית ׁשְׂ  ׁשְׂ

Eighth ִמיִני ִמיִנית ׁשְׂ  ׁשְׂ

Nineth ִׁשיִעי ִׁשיִעית ּתְׂ  ּתְׂ

Tenth ֲעִשיִרית ֲעִשיִרי 

3.3 Notes 

i) The number One is classified as an adjective. It follows the noun it 

modifies and agrees with it in gender. 

 Example: יֹוםֶַ֣אָחד One day, ּתֹוָרהַַ֣אַחת One Law 

ii) The numbers 2 – 10 also function as adjectives, although they are 

classified as nouns. In their absolute forms, they may stand either before 

or after the nouns they modify. In their construct forms, however, they 

must stand before the nouns they modify. 

 Absolute Construct 

a.  ַנִיםֲַ֣אָנִׁשים ֵניֲַ֣אָנִׁשים two men ׁשְׂ  two men ׁשְׂ

b.  ַּתִים ֵּתיַָ֣נִׁשים two women (wives) ָנִׁשיםַׁ֣שְׂ  two women (wives) ׁשְׂ

iii) The absolute and construct forms of Hebrew numbers can be used 

interchangeably, with no apparent difference in meaning. 

 Absolute Construct 

a.  ֹלָׁשהַָ֣יִמים ֹלֶׁשתַָ֣יִמים three days ׁשְׂ  three days ׁשְׂ
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b.  ֹלָׁשהֲַ֣אָנִׁשים ֹלֶׁשתֲַ֣אָנִׁשים three men ׁשְׂ  three men ׁשְׂ

iv) Because Hebrew numbers are nouns, the numbers from 2 – 10 may 

receive pronominal suffixes. Suffixes can only be added to the construct 

forms of the numerals. Most of these occur with the number 2. 

Examples: 

ֵנינו  the two of us (Gen. 31:37) ׁשְׂ

ֵניֶכם  the two of you (Gen.27:45) ׁשְׂ

ֵניֶהם  the two of them (Gen.2:25) ׁשְׂ

4.0 SUMMARY 

Whereas the cardinal numbers are used for counting, the ordinal numbers are 

used to indicate position in a series. 

5.0 SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 

1) Write out the Hebrew words for the following numbers without 

looking at the textbook 

 With Masculine Nouns With Feminine Nouns 

Twelve   

Fourteen   

Sixteen   

Eighteen   

Nineteen   

2) Do a full inflection of the following Hebrew numbers without 

looking at the text book 

 Masculine Feminine 

 Absolute Construct Absolute Construct 

One     

Three     

Five     

Seven     

Nine     
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3) Translate the following ordinal Hebrew numbers to English; 

indicate whether it is masculine or feminine. 

English Hebrew 

 ִׁשִשית 
ִביִעי   ׁשְׂ
ִׁשיִעי   ּתְׂ
 ֲעִשיִרית 
 ִראׁשֹוָנה 
ִליִׁשית   ׁשְׂ
ִביִעי   רְׂ

6.0 VOCABULARY 

 Therefore ָלֵכן He ate ָאַכל

ךות He stole ָגַנב  Kingdom (f) ַמלְׂ

מות  Negev, dry country, south ֶנֶגב Likeness, image (f) דְׂ

 He gave ָנַתן Knowledge (f) ַדַעת

 He stood ָעַמד Today ַהטֹום

 He did, made ָעָשה Temple ֵהיָכל

 Flock, sheep צֹאן New moon, month ֹחֶדׁש

 Righteous one ַצִדיק Wall (f) חֹוָמה

 Image, likeness ֶצֶלם He wrote ָךַתב
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UNIT 20 TRANSLATION EXERCISE (I) 

Translate Genesis 37:1-36 to English using the table of Shoresh/Vocabulary provided 

below: 

Genesis 37:1-36ָּ

גוֵריַָ֣אִביוַוֵטֶׁשבַַַ֣֣֣א ֶאֶרץַ֣מְׂ ָנַען.--ַיֲעֹקב,ַ֣בְׂ ֶאֶרץ,ַ֣ךְׂ ַ֣ .1 בְׂ

דֹותַַ֣יֲעֹקב,ַ֣יֹוֵסףֶַ֣בןַַ֣֣ב ַבע-ֵאֶכהַֹּ֣תלְׂ ֵרהַָׁ֣שָנהַָ֣הָיהַֹ֣רֶעהֶַ֣את-ׁשְׂ הואַַ֣נַערַ֣-ֶעשְׂ ֶאָחיוַַ֣בצֹאן,ַ֣וְׂ

ֶאת-ֶאת ָההַ֣וְׂ ֵניִַ֣בלְׂ ֵׁשיַָ֣אִביו;ַַ֣וָטֵבאַ֣יֹוֵסףֶַ֣את-בְׂ ָפה,ַ֣נְׂ ֵניִַ֣זלְׂ  ֲאִביֶהם.-ָעה,ֶַ֣אלִדָבָתםַָ֣רַ֣-בְׂ

2. ַ֣

ָרֵאל,ַָ֣אַהבֶַ֣אתַַ֣֣ג ִישְׂ ֹתֶנתַַ֣פִמים.-ֶבן-ִךי--ָבָניו-יֹוֵסףִַ֣מָךל-וְׂ ָעָשהַ֣לֹו,ַ֣ךְׂ ֺקִניםַ֣הוא,ַ֣לֹו;ַ֣וְׂ ַ֣ .3 זְׂ

אוֶַ֣אָחיו,ִַ֣ךיַַ֣֣ד ָׁשֹלם.--ֶאָחיו-ֹאתֹוַָ֣אַהבֲַ֣אִביֶהםִַ֣מָךל-ַוִטרְׂ רֹוַ֣לְׂ לו,ַַ֣דבְׂ לֹאַָ֣יכְׂ או,ַֹ֣אתֹו;ַ֣וְׂ נְׂ ַ֣ .4 ַוִטשְׂ

נֹאַֹ֣אתֹו.ַַ֣֣ה ֶאָחיו;ַַ֣וטֹוִספוַ֣עֹוד,ַ֣שְׂ ַ֣ .5 ַוַטֲחֹלםַ֣יֹוֵסףֲַ֣חלֹום,ַַ֣וַטֵגדַ֣לְׂ

עוַַַ֣֣וטֹאֶמר,ֲַ֣אֵליֶהם:ַַ֣֣ו ִּתי.-ִׁשמְׂ ַ֣ .6 ָנא,ַַ֣הֲחלֹוםַַ֣הֶזהֲַ֣אֶׁשרַָ֣חָלמְׂ

גַַַַ֣֣֣ז ִהֵםהַָ֣קָמהֲַ֣אֺלָלִתי,ַ֣וְׂ תֹוְךַַ֣הָשֶדה,ַ֣וְׂ ִמיםֲַ֣אֺלִלים,ַ֣בְׂ ַאכְׂ נוַ֣מְׂ ִהֵםהֲַ֣אַנחְׂ ִהֵםהַ֣-םוְׂ ִנָצָבה;ַ֣וְׂ

ַּתֲחֶויןַַָ֣לֲאֺלָלִתי. ֺסֶביָנהֲַ֣אֺלֹלֵתיֶכם,ַַ֣וִּתׁשְׂ  תְׂ

7. ַ֣

ֹלְךַָ֣עֵלינו,ִַ֣אםַַ֣֣ח רוַ֣לֹו,ֶַ֣אָחיו,ֲַ֣הָמֹלְךִַּ֣תמְׂ נֹאַֹ֣אתֹו,ַ֣-ַוטֹאמְׂ ֹׁשלַָ֣בנו;ַַ֣וטֹוִספוַ֣עֹודַ֣שְׂ ָמׁשֹולִַּ֣תמְׂ

ַעל-ַעל ָבָריו.-ֲחֹלֹמָתיוַ֣וְׂ  דְׂ

8. ַ֣

ִהֵםהַַ֣וַטֲחֹלםַ֣עֹודַַַ֣֣֣ט ִּתיֲַ֣חלֹוםַ֣עֹוד,ַ֣וְׂ ֶאָחיו;ַַ֣וטֹאֶמר,ִַ֣הֵםהַָ֣חַלמְׂ ַסֵפרַֹ֣אתֹוַ֣לְׂ ֲחלֹוםַַ֣אֵחר,ַַ֣ויְׂ

ַּתֲחִויםִַ֣לי. ַאַחדַָ֣עָשרַ֣ךֹוָכִבים,ִַ֣מׁשְׂ ַהָטֵרַחַ֣וְׂ  ַהֶשֶמׁשַ֣וְׂ

9. ַ֣

ַסֵפרֶַ֣אלַַ֣֣י ֶאל-ַויְׂ ַער-ָאִביו,ַ֣וְׂ ֶזהֲַ֣אֶׁשרַ֣בֹוַָ֣אִביו,ַַ֣וטֹאֶמרַ֣לֹוַָ֣מהַַ֣הֲחלֹוםַ֣הַַ֣-ֶאָחיו,ַַ֣וִטגְׂ

ָּת: ַּתֲחֹוַַָ֣֣חָלמְׂ ִהׁשְׂ ַאֶחיָך,ַ֣לְׂ ָךַ֣וְׂ ִאלְׂ ָצה.ֲהבֹואַָ֣נבֹוא,ֲַ֣אִניַ֣וְׂ ָך,ַָ֣ארְׂ  תַ֣לְׂ

10. ַ֣

אוַַ֣֣יא ַקנְׂ ָאִביו,ַָׁ֣שַמרֶַ֣את-ַויְׂ ַ֣ .11 ַהָדָבר.-בֹו,ֶַ֣אָחיו;ַ֣וְׂ

עֹותֶַ֣אתַַ֣֣יב כו,ֶַ֣אָחיו,ִַ֣לרְׂ ֶכם.-ַוֵטלְׂ ַ֣ .12 צֹאןֲַ֣אִביֶהם,ִַ֣בׁשְׂ

ָרֵאלֶַ֣אלַַ֣֣יג ֶכם-ַוטֹאֶמרִַ֣ישְׂ ָלֲחָךֲַ֣אֵליֶהם;ַַ֣וטֹאֶמרַ֣--יֹוֵסף,ֲַ֣הלֹואַַ֣אֶחיָךַֹ֣רִעיםִַ֣בׁשְׂ ֶאׁשְׂ ָכה,ַ֣וְׂ לְׂ

 לֹו,ִַ֣הֵםִני.

13. ַ֣

ֵאהֶַ֣את-ַוטֹאֶמרַ֣לֹו,ֶַ֣לְךַַ֣֣יד ֶאת-ָנאַ֣רְׂ לֹוםַַ֣אֶחיָךַ֣וְׂ ָלֵחהוַ֣-ׁשְׂ לֹוםַַ֣הצֹאן,ַַ֣וֲהִׁשֵבִני,ַָ֣דָבר;ַַ֣וִטׁשְׂ ׁשְׂ

ֶכָמה. רֹון,ַַ֣וָטבֹאַׁ֣שְׂ  ֵמֵעֶמקֶַ֣חבְׂ

14. ַ֣

ָאֵלהוַָ֣הִאיׁשֵַ֣לאֹמר,ַַ֣מהַַ֣֣טו ִהֵםהַֹ֣תֶעהַַ֣בָשֶדה;ַַ֣וִטׁשְׂ ָצֵאהוִַ֣איׁש,ַ֣וְׂ ַבֵקׁש.-ַוִטמְׂ ַ֣ .15 ּתְׂ

ַבֵקׁש;ַַ֣הִגיָדה-ַוטֹאֶמר,ֶַ֣אתַַ֣֣טז ַ֣ .16 ָםאִַ֣לי,ֵַ֣איֹפהֵַ֣הםַֹ֣רִעים.-ַאַחיַָ֣אֹנִכיַ֣מְׂ

עוִַ֣מֶזהַַ֣֣יז ִרים,ֵַ֣נלְַׂ֣--ַוטֹאֶמרַָ֣הִאיׁש,ַָ֣נסְׂ ִּתיַֹ֣אמְׂ ָנה;ַַ֣וֵטֶלְךַ֣יֹוֵסףַַ֣אַחרֶַ֣אָחיו,ִַ֣ךיַָׁ֣שַמעְׂ ָכהַֹ֣דָתיְׂ

ֹדָתן. ָצֵאםַ֣בְׂ  ַוִטמְׂ

17. ַ֣
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לוַֹ֣אתֹוַַ֣לֲהִמיתֹו.ַַ֣֣יח ַנךְׂ ַרבֲַ֣אֵליֶהם,ַַ֣וִטתְׂ ֶטֶרםִַ֣יקְׂ אוַֹ֣אתֹו,ֵַ֣מָרֹחק;ַ֣ובְׂ ַ֣ .18 ַוִטרְׂ

רו,ִַ֣איׁשֶַ֣אלַַ֣֣יט ַ֣ .19 ָבא.--ִהֵםה,ַַ֣בַעלַַ֣הֲחֹלמֹותַַ֣הָכֶזהַַָ֣֣אִחיו:-ַוטֹאמְׂ

ֶאה,ַַַ֣֣֣כ ִנרְׂ הו;ַ֣וְׂ נו,ַַ֣חָטהַָ֣רָעהֲַ֣אָכָלתְׂ ָאַמרְׂ ַאַחדַַ֣הֹברֹות,ַ֣וְׂ ִלֵכהוַ֣בְׂ ַנׁשְׂ ֵגהו,ַ֣וְׂ ַנַהרְׂ כוַ֣וְׂ ַעָּתהַ֣לְׂ וְׂ

יוֲַ֣חֹלֹמָתיו.-ַמה  ִטהְׂ

20. ַ֣

אוֵבן,ַַ֣וַטִצֵלהוִַ֣מָטָדם;ַַ֣וטֹאֶמר,ַ֣לֹאַַ֣נֶךםוַָ֣נֶפׁש.ַַ֣֣כא ַמעַ֣רְׂ ַ֣ .21 ַוִטׁשְׂ

אוַַ֣֣כב כו-ֵבן,ַַ֣אלַוטֹאֶמרֲַ֣אֵלֶהםַ֣רְׂ פְׂ ִליכוַֹ֣אתֹוֶַ֣אל--ָדם-ִּתׁשְׂ ָבר,ַ֣-ַהׁשְׂ ַהבֹורַַ֣הֶזהֲַ֣אֶׁשרַַ֣בִלדְׂ

ָידַַ֣אל חו-וְׂ לְׂ ַמַען,ַַ֣הִצילַֹ֣אתֹוִַ֣מָטָדם,ַַ֣לֲהִׁשיבֹו,ֶַ֣אלַַ֣֣בֹו:-ִּתׁשְׂ  ָאִביו.-לְׂ

22. ַ֣

ִהי,ַַ֣ךֲאֶׁשרַַ֣֣כג ִׁשיטוֶַ֣את-ָבאַ֣יֹוֵסףֶַ֣אל-ַויְׂ ּתֹו,ֶַ֣אתֺךּתַָ֣-יֹוֵסףֶַ֣את-ֶאָחיו;ַַ֣וַטפְׂ ֹתֶנתַַ֣הַפִמיםַ֣-נְׂ ךְׂ

 ֲאֶׁשרַָ֣עָליו.

23. ַ֣

ַהבֹורֵַ֣רק,ֵַ֣איןַ֣בֹוַָ֣מִים.--ַוִטָקֺחהוַַ֣֣כד ִלכוַֹ֣אתֹו,ַַ֣הֹבָרה;ַ֣וְׂ ַ֣ .24 ַוַטׁשְׂ

בו,ֶַ֣לֱאָכלַַ֣֣כה ָעד;ַ֣-ַוֵטׁשְׂ ֵעאִליםַָ֣בָאהִַ֣מִגלְׂ מְׂ ַחתִַ֣יׁשְׂ ִהֵםהַֹ֣ארְׂ או,ַ֣וְׂ אוֵַ֣עיֵניֶהםַַ֣וִטרְׂ ֶלֶחם,ַַ֣וִטשְׂ

ִריַָ֣וֹלט כֹאתַ֣וצְׂ ִאים,ַ֣נְׂ ַמֵכיֶהםַֹ֣נשְׂ ָמה.--וגְׂ ָריְׂ הֹוִרידִַ֣מצְׂ ִכים,ַ֣לְׂ  הֹולְׂ

25. ַ֣

הוָדה,ֶַ֣אלַַ֣֣כו ִכִמינו,ֶַ֣את-ֶבַצע,ִַ֣ךיַַ֣נֲהֹרגֶַ֣את-ַמהֶַַ֣֣אָחיו:-ַוטֹאֶמרַ֣יְׂ ַ֣ .26 ָדמֹו.-ָאִחינו,ַ֣וְׂ

ָיֵדנוַַ֣אלַַ֣֣כז ֵעאִלים,ַ֣וְׂ מְׂ ֶרםוַַ֣לִטׁשְׂ ךְׂ ִנמְׂ כוַ֣וְׂ ִהי-לְׂ עו,ַ֣-ִךיַ֣בֹו,-ּתְׂ מְׂ ָשֵרנו,ַ֣הוא;ַַ֣וִטׁשְׂ ָאִחינוַ֣בְׂ

 ֶאָחיו.

27. ַ֣

כוַַ֣וַטֲעלוֶַ֣אתַַ֣֣כח ׁשְׂ ָיִניםַֹ֣סֲחִרים,ַַ֣וִטמְׂ רוֲַ֣אָנִׁשיםִַ֣מדְׂ רוֶַ֣את-יֹוֵסףִַ֣מן-ַוַטַעבְׂ ךְׂ יֹוֵסףַ֣-ַהבֹור,ַַ֣וִטמְׂ

ִריםַָ֣ךֶסף;ַַ֣וָטִביאוֶַ֣את ֶעשְׂ ֵעאִלים,ַ֣בְׂ מְׂ ָמה.-ַלִטׁשְׂ ָריְׂ  יֹוֵסף,ִַ֣מצְׂ

28. ַ֣

אוֵבןֶַ֣אלַַ֣֣כט ִהֵםהֵַ֣אין-ַוָטָׁשבַ֣רְׂ ַרע,ֶַ֣את-ַהבֹור,ַ֣וְׂ ָגָדיו.-יֹוֵסףַַ֣בבֹור;ַַ֣וִטקְׂ ַ֣ .29 בְׂ

ַ֣ .30 ָבא.-ַהֶטֶלדֵַ֣איֶנםו,ַַ֣וֲאִניַָ֣אָנהֲַ֣אִניֶַַ֣֣אָחיו,ַַ֣וטֹאַמר:-ַוָטָׁשבֶַ֣אלַַ֣֣ל

חו,ֶַ֣אתַַ֣֣לא ִעירִַ֣עִזים,ַ֣-ַוִטקְׂ ֲחטוַ֣שְׂ ֹתֶנתַ֣יֹוֵסף;ַַ֣וִטׁשְׂ לוֶַ֣אתךְׂ בְׂ ַ֣ .31 ַהֺךֹּתֶנתַַ֣בָדם.-ַוִטטְׂ

חוֶַ֣אתַַ֣֣לב ַׁשכְׂ ֹתֶנתַַ֣הַפִמים,ַַ֣וָטִביאוֶַ֣אל-ַויְׂ רו,ַ֣זֹאתַָ֣מָצאנו:-ךְׂ ָנא,ַ֣-ַהֶךרֲַַ֣֣אִביֶהם,ַַ֣וטֹאמְׂ

ָךִַ֣הוא ֹתֶנתִַ֣בנְׂ  לֹא.-ִאם--ַהךְׂ

32. ַ֣

הוַַ֣֣לג ִני,ַַ֣חָטהַָ֣רָעהֲַ֣אָכָלתְׂ ֹתֶנתַ֣בְׂ ַ֣ .33 ;ַָ֣טֹרףַֹ֣טַרף,ַ֣יֹוֵסף.ַוַטִךיָרהַַ֣וטֹאֶמרַ֣ךְׂ

ַאֵבלַַ֣עלַַ֣֣לד ָניו;ַַ֣וִטתְׂ ָמתְׂ ֹלָתיו,ַַ֣וָטֶשםַַ֣שקַ֣בְׂ ַרעַַ֣יֲעֹקבִַ֣שמְׂ נֹו,ַָ֣יִמיםַַ֣רִבים.-ַוִטקְׂ ַ֣ .34 בְׂ

ָכל-ַוָטֺקמוַָ֣כלַַ֣֣לה ַנֵחם,ַַ֣וטֹאֶמר,ִַ֣ךי-ָבָניוַ֣וְׂ ִהתְׂ ָמֵאןַ֣לְׂ ַנֲחמֹו,ַַ֣ויְׂ ֹנָתיוַ֣לְׂ ִניַָ֣אֵבלַ֣-ֵאֵרדֶַ֣אל-בְׂ בְׂ

ַֹ֣אתֹו,ַָ֣אִביו. יְׂ ֹאָלה;ַַ֣וֵטבְׂ  ׁשְׂ

35. ַ֣

ָדִניםַַ֣֣לו ַהלְׂ רוַֹ֣אתֹו,ֶַ֣אל--וְׂ ָרִים:-ָמכְׂ ֹעה,ַַ֣שרַַ֣הַחָבִחים.ִַַ֣֣מצְׂ ִריסַַ֣פרְׂ פֹוִטיַפרַ֣סְׂ ַ֣ .36 }פ{ַַ֣֣לְׂ

 

Shoresh/Vocabulary 
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Genesis 37:1-36 

 Son ֵבן Sheaf ֲאֺלַלה

נו חְׂ ַצע We ֲאַנַ֜  unjust gain, profit ֶבֶּ֗

 Cloth ֶבֶגד Man ִאיׁש

ַעל woman, wife, female ִאָשה  Owner ַבַּ֛

ין  to weep, lament ָבָכה Not ֵאֵ֥

ה  Flesh ָבָשר Where ֵאיֹפֹ֖

  pit בֹור These ֵאֶכה

 to come, go, to bring בוא Mother ֶאם

near 

 to seek בקׁש Land ֶאֶרץ

ד  Also ַגם One ַאַח 

ר ָעד After ַאַח   Gilead ִגלְׂ

 Camel ָגָמל Father ָאב

ל  to rebuke געל Mourning ָאֵבֹ֖

 Report ִדָבה Brother ָאח

 Blood ָדם Where ָאן

י  Dothan ֹדָתן I ָאֹנִכ 

ָחה  ,Travelling Company ֹארְׂ

caravan 

 Blood ָדם

 to speak, word, thing דבר to mourn אבל

 indeed....is it ֲה֤לֹוא Love אהב

not....aren't.. 

ִני Brother אח  I am ready ִהֵםּ

 here was ִהֵםה one, another אחד

 to be היי to eat, devoour אכל

 go, come הלכ to bind אלמ

 kill, slay הרג to say, to reply אמר

ָפֹ֖ה which, that אׁשר  Zilpah ִזלְׂ

ֹוְך ת   This ֶזה in the midst of בְׂ

ה ָהַּ֛  Old ָזֶקן Bilhah ִבלְׂ

 Bread ֶלֶחם Dream ֲח֔לֹום

֔רֹון  Myrrh ֹלט Hebron ֶחבְׂ
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 Take לקח Beast ַחָטה

ָבה to bow down חוה  Wilderness ִמדְׂ

ים to dream חלמ ָיִנַ֜  Midianites ִמדְׂ

 more than, from all ִמָךל not yet, before that ֶטֶרם

ָרִימ to dip טבל  Egypt ִמצְׂ

 King ֶמֶלך tear, rend, pluck טרף

ה הוָדֹ֖  What ַמה Judah יְׂ

ים ֵעאִל֔ מְׂ ִים Ishmaelites ִיׁשְׂ  Water ָמּ

ָרֵאל  ,sojourning place ָמגור Israel ִישְׂ

dwelling place 

 to refuse מאנ child, boy ֶיֶלד

ב  Loins מֹוֵתין Jacob ַיֲעֹק֔

 to die, kill מות Hand ָיד

 to sell מכר Moon ָיֵרחַַ֣

 to be king, to rule מלכ Joseph יֹוֵסף

 to find מצא be able יכל

 to draw מׁשכ to add, do again יספ

 ,to come down, bring down ירר

go down 

 to rule, govern מׁשל

כֹאת ַ֣ to sit, dwell יׁשב  Spices נְׂ

ַען׃ ָנּ  life, soul ֶנֶפׁש Canaan ךְׂ

ֶנת ֹת   Boy, young ַנַער Tunic, coat ךְׂ

 please, pray ָנה Silver, money ָךֶָּ֑סף

 to declare, tell נגד Star ךֹוָכב

 to console, comfort נחמ to cover, to conceal כסי

ַען ַמֶּ֗  smite with sword, kill נכה for the sake of, so that לְׂ

 to strip off פׁשט to plot against, conspire נכל

 ,identify, recognise, examine נכר

know, be acquainted 

 Sheep & Goat, flock צֹאן

 Balm ֹצִרי to journey נסע

 to stand up, go up קומ to stand upright נצב

 to be jealous קנא to deliver, save נצל

 to come near, kill, slay קרב to lift up, bear, carry נשא
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יס ִר   to tear קרע Officer, eunuch סְׂ

 ,to surround, turn round סבב

change 

ן אוֵב֔  Reuben רְׂ

ק  ,to go arround סחר  Empty ֵר֔

 Many ַרב to count ספר

ֹוד  afar off ָרחֹוק yet, still, again עֹ֖

ים  Evil ָרָעֹ֖ה Goats ִעִז֔

 to see, look ראי Valley ֵעֶמק

ִרים  Evil רע Twenty ֶעשְׂ

 to feed, shepherd, pasture רעי Ten ֶעֶשר

ָלה Eye ַעִין ֹאָּ֑  underworld, land of the ׁשְׂ

dead, grave 

יר on, upon, above, over ָעל ִע   male, hairy, young שְׂ

ק to cross, pass, bring over עבר   sackcloth ַשֹ֖

ר Yet, still, again עוד  Captain ַשֹ֖

 Schechem ֶׁשֶכם brought up עלי

 Sun ֶׁשֶמׁש to do, make עשה

 field, land ָׁשֶדה Ten עשר

ה ֹע֔  Peace, welfare ָׁשלֹום Pharaoh ַפרְׂ

 Year ָׁשָנה Portiphar פֹוִטיַפר ַ֣

 Striped garment, long פס

garment, garment of many 

colours 

 to ask ׁשאל

 to pour out, shed ׁשפכ Seven ׁשבע

ָלה to return, bring back ׁשוב  cloth, garment ִשמְׂ

 Put שומַ֣,ַ֣שימ Slaughter ׁשחט

 to hate שנא Peace, welfare, wellbeing ׁשלומ

ֹות to send, lay ׁשלח ד   Generations, History ֹּתלְׂ

 to wander תעי to cast, throw ׁשלך

 to hear, listen ׁשמע
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UNIT 21 TRANSLATION EXERCISE (II) 

Translate 1 Kings 3:1-28 English using the table of Shoresh/Vocabulary provided 

below: 

I Kings 3:1-28 
   

ֹלֹמה,ֶַ֣אתַַ֣֣א ַחֵּתןַׁ֣שְׂ ָרִים;ַַ֣וִטַקחַ֣-ַוִטתְׂ ֹעהֶַ֣מֶלְךִַ֣מצְׂ ִביֶאָהֶַ֣אל-ַבת-ֶאתַפרְׂ ֹעה,ַַ֣ויְׂ ִעירַ֣-ַפרְׂ

נֹותֶַ֣את ֶאת-ָדִוד,ַַ֣עדַַ֣ךֹּלתֹוִַ֣לבְׂ ֶאת-ֵביתֹוַ֣וְׂ הָוה,ַ֣וְׂ רוָׁשַלִםַָ֣סִביב.-ֵביתַ֣יְׂ  חֹוַמתַ֣יְׂ

1. ַ֣

ִחיםַַ֣בָבמֹות:ַַ֣֣ב ַזבְׂ הָוה,ַַ֣עדַַ֣הָטִמיםַָ֣הֵהם.-ִךיַ֣לֹאַַַ֣֣רקַָ֣הָעם,ַ֣מְׂ ֵׁשםַ֣יְׂ ָנהַַ֣בִיתַ֣לְׂ ַ֣ .2 }פ{ִַַ֣֣נבְׂ

ֹלֹמה,ֶַ֣אתַַ֣֣ג ֺחקֹותַָ֣דִודַָ֣אִביו:-ַוֶטֱאַהבַׁ֣שְׂ הָוה,ַָ֣לֶלֶכת,ַ֣בְׂ ַזֵבַח,ַ֣--ַרק,ַַ֣בָבמֹותַַ֣֣יְׂ הואַ֣מְׂ

ִטיר.  וַמקְׂ

3. ַ֣

ֹבַחַָׁ֣שם,ִַ֣ךיַַ֣֣ד ֹעָנהִַ֣לזְׂ ֹלֹמה,ַ֣-ַוֵטֶלְךַַ֣הֶלֶלְךִַ֣גבְׂ דֹוָלה;ֶַ֣אֶלףַֹ֣עלֹותַַ֣יֲעֶלהַׁ֣שְׂ ִהיאַַ֣הָבָמהַַ֣הגְׂ

ֵבַחַַ֣ההוא.  ַעלַַ֣הִלזְׂ

4. ַ֣

הָוהֶַ֣אלַַ֣֣ה ָאהַ֣יְׂ עֹון,ִַ֣נרְׂ ִגבְׂ ֹלֹמה-בְׂ ַאלַָ֣מהֶַ֣אֶּתן--ׁשְׂ ָלה;ַַ֣וטֹאֶמרֱַ֣אֹלִהים,ַׁ֣שְׂ -ַבֲחלֹוםַַ֣הָכיְׂ

 ָלְך.

5. ַ֣

ֹלֹמה,ַַ֣אָּתהַָ֣עִשיָתִַ֣עםַַ֣֣ו ָפֶניָךַ֣-ַוטֹאֶמרַׁ֣שְׂ ָךַָ֣דִודַָ֣אִביֶַ֣חֶסדַָ֣גדֹול,ַַ֣ךֲאֶׁשרַָ֣הַלְךַ֣לְׂ דְׂ ַעבְׂ

ַרתַ֣ ִיׁשְׂ ָדָקהַ֣ובְׂ ָמרֶבֱאֶמתַ֣וִבצְׂ לֹוַ֣-ַהֶחֶסדַַ֣הָגדֹולַַ֣הֶזה,ַַ֣וִּתֶּתן-לֹו,ֶַ֣את-ֵלָבב,ִַ֣עָלְך;ַַ֣וִּתׁשְׂ

אֹו,ַַ֣ךטֹוםַַ֣הֶזה.-ֵבןַֹ֣יֵׁשבַַ֣על  ִךסְׂ

6. ַ֣

ָּתֶַ֣אתַַ֣֣ז ַלכְׂ הָוהֱַ֣אֹלָהי,ַַ֣אָּתהִַ֣המְׂ ַעָּתה,ַ֣יְׂ ָאֹנִכיַַ֣נַערַָ֣קֹטן,ַ֣לֹאַ֣-וְׂ ָך,ַַּ֣תַחתַָ֣דִודַָ֣אִבי;ַ֣וְׂ דְׂ ַעבְׂ

 ֵאַדעֵַ֣צאתַָ֣ובֹא.

7. ַ֣

ָךוְַַַׂ֣֣֣ח דְׂ ָּת:--ַעבְׂ ָך,ֲַ֣אֶׁשרַָ֣בָחרְׂ תֹוְךַַ֣עלְׂ לֹאִַ֣יָמֵפרֵַ֣מֹרב.-ָרב,ֲַ֣אֶׁשרַ֣לֹא-ַעםַַ֣֣בְׂ ַ֣ .8 ִיָלֶנהַ֣וְׂ

ֹפטֶַ֣אתַַ֣֣ט ָךֵַ֣לבַֹׁ֣שֵמַע,ִַ֣לׁשְׂ דְׂ ַעבְׂ ָנַתָּתַ֣לְׂ ָהִבין,ֵַ֣בין-וְׂ ָך,ַ֣לְׂ ָרע:-ַעלְׂ ִךיִַ֣מיַ֣יוַכלַַַ֣֣֣טֹובַ֣לְׂ

ֹפט,ֶַ֣את ָךַַ֣הָךֵבדַַ֣הֶזה.-ִלׁשְׂ  ַעלְׂ

9. ַ֣

ֵעיֵניֲַ֣אֹדָני:ַַ֣֣י ֹלֹמה,ֶַ֣אתַַַ֣֣וִטיַטבַַ֣הָדָבר,ַ֣בְׂ ַ֣ .10 ַהָדָברַַ֣הֶזה.-ִךיַָׁ֣שַאלַׁ֣שְׂ

ָּתֶַ֣אתַַ֣֣יא לֹא-ַוטֹאֶמרֱַ֣אֹלִהיםֵַ֣אָליו,ַַ֣יַעןֲַ֣אֶׁשרַָׁ֣שַאלְׂ ָךַָ֣יִמיםַ֣-ַהָדָברַַ֣הֶזהַ֣וְׂ ָּתַ֣כְׂ ָׁשַאלְׂ

לֹא ָּת,ֶַ֣נֶפׁשַ֣-ַרִביםַ֣וְׂ לֹאַָׁ֣שַאלְׂ ָךַֹ֣עֶׁשר,ַ֣וְׂ ָּתַ֣כְׂ ֹמַעַָׁ֣שַאלְׂ ָךַָ֣הִבין,ִַ֣לׁשְׂ ָּתַ֣כְׂ ָׁשַאלְׂ ֶביָך;ַ֣וְׂ ֹאיְׂ

ָפט.  ִמׁשְׂ

11. ַ֣

ָנבֹון,ֲַ֣אֶׁשרַָ֣ךמֹוָךַ֣לֹאַַ֣֣יב ָך,ֵַ֣לבַָ֣חָכםַ֣וְׂ ָבֶריָך;ִַ֣הֵםהַָ֣נַתִּתיַ֣לְׂ ָהָיהַ֣-ִהֵםהַָ֣עִשיִתי,ִַ֣ךדְׂ

ַאֲחֶריָךַ֣לֹא ָפֶניָך,ַ֣וְׂ  ָיקוםַָ֣ךמֹוָך.-לְׂ

12. ַ֣

ַגםֲַ֣אֶׁשרַ֣לֹאַַ֣֣יג ָּתַָ֣נַתִּתיַָ֣לְך-וְׂ ָהָיהַָ֣כמֹוָךִַ֣איׁשַ֣-ֲאֶׁשרַ֣לֹאַַָ֣֣ךבֹוד:-ֹעֶׁשרַַ֣גם-,ַַ֣גםָׁשַאלְׂ

ָלִכים,ַָ֣ךל  ָיֶמיָך.-ַבלְׂ

13. ַ֣
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ֹוַַ֣֣יד ֹמרַֺ֣חַקיַ֣וִמצְׂ ָרַכי,ִַ֣לׁשְׂ ִאםֵַּ֣תֵלְךִַ֣בדְׂ ִּתי,ֶַ֣את--ַתי,ַַ֣ךֲאֶׁשרַָ֣הַלְך,ַָ֣דִוידַָ֣אִביָךוְׂ ַהֲאַרכְׂ -וְׂ

 }ס{ַַָ֣֣יֶמיָך.

14. ַ֣

ִהֵםהַַַ֣֣֣טו ֹלֹמה,ַ֣וְׂ ִריתַוִטַקץַׁ֣שְׂ ֵניֲַ֣ארֹוןַ֣בְׂ רוָׁשַלִםַַ֣וַטֲעֹמדִַ֣לפְׂ ֲאֹדָני,ַַ֣וַטַעלַ֣-ֲחלֹום;ַַ֣וָטבֹואַ֣יְׂ

ָכל ֶּתה,ַ֣לְׂ ָלִמים,ַַ֣וַטַעשִַ֣מׁשְׂ  }פ{ֲַַ֣֣עָבָדיו.-ֹעלֹותַַ֣וַטַעשַׁ֣שְׂ

15. ַ֣

ַּתִיםַָ֣נִׁשיםַֹ֣זנֹותַַ֣֣טז ָפָניו.-ֶאל--ָאזַָּ֣תבֹאָנה,ַׁ֣שְׂ ָנה,ַ֣לְׂ ַ֣ .16 ַהֶלֶלְך;ַַ֣וַּתֲעֹמדְׂ

ַבִיתֶַ֣אָחד;ַָ֣וֵאֵלדַַַ֣֣וּתֹאֶמרַַ֣֣יז ֹבתַ֣בְׂ ָהִאָשהַַ֣הזֹאת,ַֹ֣יׁשְׂ ָהִאָשהַָ֣הַאַחת,ִַ֣ביֲַ֣אֹדִני,ֲַ֣אִניַ֣וְׂ

 ִעָלה,ַַ֣בָבִית.

17. ַ֣

ִּתי,ַַ֣וֵּתֶלד,ַַ֣גםַַ֣֣יח ִלדְׂ ִליִׁשי,ַ֣לְׂ ִהיַַ֣בטֹוםַַ֣השְׂ ָדו,ֵַ֣אין-ַויְׂ נוַַ֣יחְׂ ָזרַ֣-ָהִאָשהַַ֣הזֹאת;ַַ֣וֲאַנחְׂ

ַּתִיםִאָּתנוַַ֣בַבִית,ַ֣זוָלתִַ֣ נו,ַַ֣בָבִית.-יַׁ֣שְׂ  ֲאַנחְׂ

18. ַ֣

ָבה,ַָ֣עָליו.-ַוָטָמתֶַ֣בןַַ֣֣יט ָלה,ֲַ֣אֶׁשרַָׁ֣שכְׂ ַ֣ .19 ָהִאָשהַַ֣הזֹאת,ַָ֣ליְׂ

ָלהַַ֣וִּתַקחֶַ֣אתַַ֣֣כ תֹוְךַַ֣הַכיְׂ ֵחיָקה;ַ֣-ַוָּתָקםַ֣בְׂ ִךיֵבהו,ַ֣בְׂ ֵׁשָנה,ַַ֣וַּתׁשְׂ ָךַ֣יְׂ ִלי,ַַ֣וֲאָמתְׂ ִניֵַ֣מֶאצְׂ בְׂ

ֶאת ָנהַַ֣הֵלת,ַ֣-וְׂ ֵחיִקי.בְׂ ִךיָבהַ֣בְׂ  ִהׁשְׂ

20. ַ֣

ֵהיִניקֶַ֣אתַַ֣֣כא ִהֵםה-ָוָאֺקםַַ֣בֹבֶקרַ֣לְׂ ִני,ַ֣וְׂ ִהֵםהַ֣לֹא-בְׂ בֹוֵנןֵַ֣אָליוַַ֣בֹבֶקר,ַ֣וְׂ ָהָיהַ֣-ֵמת;ַָ֣וֶאתְׂ

ִּתי. ִניֲַ֣אֶׁשרַָ֣יָלדְׂ  בְׂ

21. ַ֣

זֹאתַֹ֣אֶמֶרתַ֣לֹאִַ֣כיַַ֣֣כב ֵנְךַַ֣הֵלת,ַ֣וְׂ ִניַַ֣הַחיַ֣ובְׂ ֵנְךַַ֣וּתֹאֶמרַָ֣הִאָשהַָ֣הַאֶחֶרתַ֣לֹאִַ֣כי,ַ֣בְׂ ,ַ֣בְׂ

ֵניַַ֣הֶלֶלְך. ָנה,ִַ֣לפְׂ ַדֵברְׂ ִניֶַ֣הָחי;ַַ֣וּתְׂ  ַהֵלתַ֣ובְׂ

22. ַ֣

ֵנְךַ֣-זֹאתַֹ֣אֶמֶרת,ֶַ֣זה--ַוטֹאֶמרַַ֣הֶלֶלְךַַ֣֣כג זֹאתַֹ֣אֶמֶרתַ֣לֹאִַ֣כי,ַ֣בְׂ ֵנְךַַ֣הֵלת;ַ֣וְׂ ִניַַ֣הַחיַ֣ובְׂ בְׂ

ִניֶַ֣הָחי.  }פ{ַַַ֣֣הֵלתַ֣ובְׂ

23. ַ֣

חוִַ֣ליַַ֣֣כד ֵניַַ֣הֶלֶלְך.ַָ֣חֶרב;ַַ֣וָטִבאו-ַוטֹאֶמרַַ֣הֶלֶלְך,ַ֣קְׂ ַ֣ .24 ַהֶחֶרב,ִַ֣לפְׂ

רוֶַ֣אתַַ֣֣כה נוֶַ֣את-ַוטֹאֶמרַַ֣הֶלֶלְך,ִַ֣גזְׂ ָנִים;ַ֣ותְׂ ֶאת-ַהֶטֶלדַַ֣הַחיִַ֣לׁשְׂ ַאַחת,ַ֣וְׂ ַהֲחִציַ֣-ַהֲחִציַ֣לְׂ

ֶאָחת.  לְׂ

25. ַ֣

ָנהַַ֣הַחיֶַ֣אל-ַוּתֹאֶמרַָ֣הִאָשהֲַ֣אֶׁשרַַ֣֣כו רוַַ֣רֲחֶמיָהַַ֣על-ַהֶלֶלְך,ִַ֣ךי-בְׂ מְׂ ָנה,ַ֣-ִנכְׂ ַוּתֹאֶמרִַ֣ביַ֣בְׂ

נו ָהֵמתַַ֣אל-ָלהֶַ֣את-ֲאֹדִניַּ֣תְׂ זֹאתַֹ֣אֶמֶרת,ַַ֣גם-ַהָטלודַַ֣הַחי,ַ֣וְׂ ִמיֺתהו;ַ֣וְׂ ָלְךַ֣לֹאַ֣-ִליַַ֣גם-ּתְׂ

ֶיה ֹזרו.--ִיהְׂ  גְׂ

26. ַ֣

נוַַ֣֣כז ִמיֺתהו:-ָלהֶַ֣את-ַוַטַעןַַ֣הֶלֶלְךַַ֣וטֹאֶמר,ַּ֣תְׂ ָהֵמת,ַ֣לֹאַ֣תְׂ ִהיא,ַַַַ֣֣֣הָטלודַַ֣הַחי,ַ֣וְׂ

 }ס{ִַַ֣֣אלֹו.

27. ַ֣

עוַָ֣כלַַ֣֣כח מְׂ ָרֵאל,ֶַ֣את-ַוִטׁשְׂ ֵניַַ֣הֶלֶלְך:-ִישְׂ או,ִַ֣מפְׂ ָפטֲַ֣אֶׁשרַָׁ֣שַפטַַ֣הֶלֶלְך,ַַ֣וִטרְׂ ִךיַַַַ֣֣֣הִלׁשְׂ

ָפט.-ָראו,ִַ֣ךי בֹוַַ֣לֲעשֹותִַ֣מׁשְׂ ִקרְׂ ַמתֱַ֣אֹלִהיםַ֣בְׂ  }ס{ַַָ֣֣חכְׂ

28. ַ֣

Shoresh/Vocabulary  

I Kings 3:1-28 
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ים  to discern, recognise בין God ֱאֹלִה֔

 to build בנה Truth ֱאֶמת

עֹון Lord ֲאדֹון  Gibeon ִגבְׂ

ֹון  Big, great ָגדֹול a chest, ark ֲאר 

 also, moreover ַגם that, which ֲאֶׁשר

 to divide גזר A Thousand ֶאֶלף

ד another ַאֶחר  David ָדִו֔

 to speak, word, thing דבר to be hostile, enemy ָאַיב

 Way דרכ Maid ָאָמה

 to be היי Love אהב

 to go, walk, come הלכ after, behind אחר

 This ֶזה to say אמר

 stranger ָזר beside, near, by אצל

 Prostitute, harlot ֹזָנה to prolong, lengthen ארכ

ִרית  to sacrifice זבח covenant בְׂ

ין ֹום between ֵבּ  Dream ֲחל 

תֹוך  Half ֲחִצי in the midst בְׂ

 Bossom ֵחיק Son ֵבן

ֶסד House ַבִית  goodness, kindness ֶח 

ֶסד daughter ַבת  goodness, kindness ֶח 

ַמה High place ָבָמה  wisdom ָחכְׂ

 Statue ֺחַקי Morning ֹבֶקר

 enactment, statutes ֺחָקה to come, bring בוא

ת to choose בחר  City Wall חֹוַמֵ֥

א to live חיי  Throne ִךסְׂ

 to finish כלה Wise חכמ

 to grow warm כמר Sword חרב

ֶנה make oneself son-inlaw חתן  Before ִלפְׂ
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 Heart ֵלב Good טֹוב

ה הָו֔ ָלה the LORD יְׂ  Night ָליְׂ

ִַ֖ם ַֹ֖ רוָׁשִל  to take לקח Jerusalem יְׂ

ל ָרֵאֶּ֗ ֵבחַַ֣ Israel ִישְׂ  Altar ִמזְׂ

ָוה on account of, because ַיַען  commandment ִמצְׂ

ִים to awake ָיַקץ ָרָּ֑  Egypt ִמצְׂ

ה to know ידע ֶּתֹ֖  a feast, drink ִמׁשְׂ

ֶלְך Day יֹום  King ֶמ 

 to die, kill, slay מות to be good, pleased יטב

 to reign. to be king מלכ be able יכל

 to bear, to beget, to be ילד

burn 

 to count, number, reckon מנה

 life, soul ֶנֶפׁש to nurse ינק

 to give נתן to go out יצא

 surround, go around, turn סבב to fear ירא

about 

 to count, number, reckon ספר to sit, dwell יׁשב

יר sleeping יׁשנ  City ִע 

 Until ַעד uprightness יׁשר

 Eye ַעִין according as ַךֲאֶׁשר ַ֣

 People ַעם abundance, glory, honour ָךבֹוד

ק Now ַעָּתה  only, surely, altogether ַר 

 tender mercy ַרֲחִמים whole burnt offering ֹעָלה

 bad, evil ָרע riches, wealth ֹעֶׁשר

 multitude ֹרב servant עבד

 To see, to appear, be seen ראה to bring up, offer עלה

 Great רב to stand, raise up עמד

ה to answer ענה ֹלֹמ֔  Solomon ׁשְׂ

 Name ֵׁשם to do, make עשי
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ה ֹעֹ֖  peace, well being ָׁשלֹום pharaoh ַפרְׂ

 There ָׁשם Faces ָפִנים

ה ָדָקַּ֛  to ask ׁשאל righteousness צְׂ

 to lie, lie down ׁשכב inward part, midst ֶקֶרב

 to hear, listen, understand ׁשמע Small ָקֹטן

 to keep, guard ׁשמר to stand, raise up קומ

 to judge ׁשפט to make sacrifice קטר

 
 


