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Introduc tion

Welcometo CSSA462 Criminologyll

This couse is a three credit unit course for undergraduate wgtlents in
Criminology and Seaurity Studies. The materials have been developedto
extensivéy coverevery importarte issuesn criminology. It is a broad areaof
study . This courseguide givesyou an oveview of thecour. It also provides

you with information on the organzationand requiremerts of thecourse.

CourseAims

The aims of thiscourse include:

I Introducing you to the meaningof crime, criminology and criminal
law.

. Acquainting you with patternsandtrendsof crime.

Iii. Exposeyou to issuesin crime statsticsandmeasuementof crimes.

V. Introduceyou on the methodsn the study of crime.

V. Exposeyou to thevarnoustheories of criminology.

Vi. Exposeyou to thegereral nature extentandcausef violentcrime.
vii.  Introduceyou to issuessurroundngproperty crime.

viii. Exposeyou to what crimes of businesenterpriseentails

IX. Introduceyou to issuessurroundng puldic order crime.

X. Acquainting you with the processes,componentsand working of the

criminal justicesystem.



Xi. Introducingto you the histary, functionsandprocedureof policingand
law erforcement.

xii.  Exposeyou to the structure,actorsand sentencingproceduresin the
judiciary system.

xiii  Educatingyou on the philosophes,typesof punitive sancton, andthe
variouscorrectionaltreatmentsavailablein our penitentiay.

xiv  Educateyou on the problems of crime victims, natureof victimization
andtheoriesof victimization.

xv.  Educateyou onthe meaningandnatureof human trafficking.

CourseObijectives

To achiere theaims set out above,.Each unit is devoteda specfic

objective.The unit objectivesaresetout in the textandit is advigble that you

readthem before you start working throughthe unit. You may wantto reerto

them during your study of theunit to checkyour progres.

(a)
(b)
(€)
(d)
(e)
(f)

On completion of the course,you shouldbe able to:

Define whatcrime, criminology andcriminal law is.

Discusghe trendsandpatternsn crimerates.

Know the variouscrimespreventon technques

Know how criminologistsstudy crime

Know how to evduatecrime datafor the purposeof measuring crime.

Explainthevarioustheoriesof crime caus&on.



(g) Explainthevarioustypesof crime.
(h)  Identify the cause®f violence
0] Understandvhatterrorismis andits cortemporary forms.
()] Know types of propety crime.
(k)  Definewhite-collar,cyberandorganizedcrime
() Identify what congitutespublic ordercrime.
(m) Explaintheconcepsof justice
(n)  List thevariousfunctionsof thepolice
(o) Explainthetrial andsentencingprocesses court
(p) Understandssuesn contemporay correctons
() Know theproblemsand rightsof crimevictims.
()  Understandheroot causesof trafficking in persons.
Working through ThisCourse

To complete the course, you are requiredto study eachunit and other
related materials. You will also needto undertakepradical execisesfor
which you needa pen, a notebook,and other materialsthat will be listedin
this guide. The exergsesareto aid you in understandig the conapts being
presentedAt the end of eachunit, you will be requiredto suomit written
assigimerts for assessient purpo®s. At the endof the course,you will write
afinal examination. Below arethe componeits of the courseandwhat you are

expectedo do.



CourseM aterials

1. CourseGuide

2. Study Units

3. Assignmentfile

4, Relevantextbooksincludingthe oneslistedundereachunit
Study Units

Thereare21 unit (of four modules) in thiscourse.

MODULE 1

Unit 1: Crime, Criminology and Criminal Law
Unit 2: Patternand Trendsof Crime

Unit 3: Preventiorof Crimes

Unit 4: Crime StaisticiMeasiremenor Crimes
Unit 5: The Study or Crime (Method)
MODULE 2

Unit 1: ClassicalTheories

Unit 2: PositivistTheores

Unit 3: Sociologcal Perpectives

Unit 4: RadicalCriminology

Unit 5: Critical andFeminist Criminology
MODULE 3

Unit 1: Violent Crimel

Unit 2: Violent Crimell

Unit 3: Propety Crime



Unit 4: EnterpriseCrime: white collar, cyber andorganizedcrime
Unit 5: PublicOrder Crime.

MODULE 4

Unit 1: Criminal JusticeSystem

Unit 2: PoliceandLaw Enforcement

Unit 3: TheJudiciay Proaess

Unit 4: Corrections

Unit 5: Victimsand Victimizaion

Unit 6: TransBorder Crime (HumanTrafficking)

Assignment File

In this file, you will find all the details ofthe work you mustsuomit to
your tutor for marking. The marksyou obtan in theseassgnments will count
towardsthe final marks you obtain for the course. The assigiments must be
submitted to your tutor for formal assesnentin accordancevith the deadline
statedin the presentaitton schedile andthe assignmentsfile. You are required
to do four tutor maked assgnments, outof which the bestthree will be
selectecandrecordedor you.

Assignments submitted to your tutor cary 30% of your total score. The
secondoneis the written examination.This will be discussedn details under

final examinationand grading.



Tutor -Mar ked Assigiments (T MAS)

Thereare numerous tutor-markedassignmentin this course Every unit
has one or two tutor-marked assgnment. You will be assessedn four of
them but the best three performancesfrom the (TMA) will be used for your
30%, grading. The assignmentsfor these units in the course are containedin
the assigomentsfile. When eachassignment is completed, sendit together
with a TMA Form to your tutor. Ensurethat eachassigiment reaches your
tutor on or before the deadlinegivenin the assigymentfile. If, for any reason
you cannot ®mplete your work on time, contact your tutor before the
assighmentis due to discussthe possbhility of an extension.Extensons will
not be grantedafter the due date unlessthere are exceptional ciramstances
warrantingsuch.

Final Examinationand Grading

The final examination will be a test of three hours.All areasof the
coursewill be examined. Findtime to read the unit all over before your
examination. The final examination will attract 70% of the total couse grade.
The examination will consistof questions,which reflect the kind of sdf-
assesment exerises and tutor marked assignments you have previousy
encountered. Yoshauld usethe time betveen completing thelast unit, and
takingthe examination to revisethe entirecourse.

CourseMarking Scheme
The following tablelays out how the actual coursemark alocationis

brokendown:



Assesment Marks
Assignment (Bestthreeout of four tutor marked assighment 30%
Final examination 70%
Total 100%

Presentaton Schedule

The datesfor submisson of all assigiment will be communicatedto

you. You will alsobetold the dateof completing the study units and datesfor

examinations.

CourseOverview and Presentaton Schedule

Unit Title of Work Weeks
Activity
Course
Guide
Module 1
Unit 1 Crime, Criminology and|Week 1 Assighment 1
Criminal law
Unit 2 Patternsaand Trendsof Crime | Week 1 Assighment 2
Unit 3 Preventiorof Crimes Week 2 Assighment 3
Unit 4 Crime Statistcs/Measirement| Week 3 Assighment4
of Crimes
Unit 5 The Study of Crime Week 4 Assighment 5
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Module 2
Unit 1 ClassicalTheories Week 5 Assighment 1
Unit 2 PositiveTheories Week 5 Assighment 2
Unit 3 Sociologcal Perpectives Week 6 Assignment 3
Unit 4 RadicalCriminology Week 6 Assighment4
Unit 5 Critical and Feminist | Week 7 Assighment 5
Criminology
Module 3
Unit 1 Violent Crimel Week 7 Assighment 1
Unit 2 Violent Crimell Week 8 Assighment 2
Unit 3 Propety Crime Week 8 Assignment 3
Unit4 Enterprise Crime, White- | Week 9 Assighment4
Collar, Cyber and Organized
Crime
Unit 5 PublicOrder Crime Week 9 Assighment 5
Module 4
Unit 1 Criminal JusticeSystem Week 10 Assighment 1
Unit 2 PoliceandLaw Enforcement | Week 10 Assignment 2
Unit 3 TheJudiciay Proass Week 11 Assighment 3
Unit4 Correction Week 11 Assighment4
Unit5 Victimsand Victimizaion Week 12 Assignment 5
Unit 6 Transborder crime (human | Week 12 Assighment 6
trafficking)
Revision 1
Examination 1
Total 14

How to Get the Most from This Course

In distancdearning, the study units replacethe universty lecture. This

is one of the greatadvantagesof distancelearning;you can read and work

through specidly desgnedstudy materids at your own pace, and at a time

and place that suits you best. Think of it as readingthe lecture insteadof

listening to the lecturer.

In the same way a lecturer might give you some

readingto do, the study unitstell you whereto read,andwhich areyour text
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materialsor setbooks. You areprovidedwith self-assesmentexecisesto do
atappropride points, justasa lecturermight give you an in-class exercise.
Eachof the study units follows a commonformat. The first itemis an
introduction to the subject matter of the unit, and how a particdar unit is
integratedwith the other units andthe couseasa whole. Next to this is a set
of learningobjectives. Theseobjediveslet you know what you shoud be able
to do by the time you havecompletedthe unit. Theselearningobjectives are
meant to guide your study. The moment aunit is finished,you must go back
and checkwhether you haveachievedthe objectives. Ifthis is made a habit,
then you will significanly improve your chance of passingthe course.The
main body of the unit guidesyou throughthe required readng from other
sources. This will usualy be either from your setbooksor from a readng
section.

Thefollowing is a practical stratgy for working throughthe course. If

you run into any trouble contactyour tutor. Rememberthat yourtutor 6 sisj o b

to help you when you needassisance,do not hesitateto call and ask your

tutorto provideit.

1. Readthis CourseGuide thoroughty, it is your first assigiment.

2. Organize Study Schedule Designa dCourseOv e r vio guided/ou
throughthe Couse. Not the time you are expectedto spendon each
unit and how the Assignmentsrelate to the units. Whaterer method
you chooseto use, you shoulddecideon and write in your own dates

andschedle of work for eachunit.
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Onceyou havecreatedyour own study schelule, do evaything to stay
faithful to it. The major reasonwhy students fail is thatthey getbehnd
with their coursework. If you getinto difficulties with your schedte,
pleaselet your tutor know beforeit is too late to help.

Turnto the Unit andreadthe introduction and the objectvesfor the
unit.

Assmble the study materials,as you work throughthe unit, you will
knowwhatsourcego consultfor furtherinformation.

Keepin touch with your study centre.Up-to-date courseinformation
will be continuouwsly availablethere.

WEell before the relevant due dates(abaut 4 weeksbefore due dates),
keep in mind that you will learn a lot by doing the assignment
cardully. They havebeendesgnedto hdp you meetthe objectvesof
the courseand, therdore, will help you pass the examination. Suomit
all assignmentsnot later thanthe duedate.

Review the objectives for eachstudy unit to corfirm that you have
achievedthem. If you feel unsureaboutany of the objectives, revaw
the study materialsor consultyour tutor.

Whenyou arecorfident that you haveachieved auni t objectives, you
canstarton the next unit. Proceed unh by unit through thecourseand
try to paceyour study so thatyou keepyourséf onschedule.

When you have submitted an assigiment to your tutor for marking, do

not wait for its return before startingon the next unit. Keep to your
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schedule When the assignment isreturned,pay particular attention to
your t u t comraesmts,both on the tutor-marked assigment form and
alsothewrittencommentson the assigaments.

11. Ater completing the lastunit, review the courseand prepareyourself
for the final examination. Ensurethat you have achievedthe unit
objectives (listed at the begiming of each unit) and the course
objectiveqlistedin the CourseGuide).

Tutors and Tutorials
Information relaing to tutorials will be provided at the appropiate

time. Your tutor will mark and commenton your assignments, keep a close
watch on your progress and on any difficulties you might encounter and
provideassistaceto you during the course. Youmust ke your tutor-marked
assigimertsto the study certre well before te duedate(at leasttwo working
days arerequired). They will be markedby your tutor and returred to you as
soonaspossible.

Do not hesitateto contactyourtutor if you needhelp.Contactyour tutorif:

You do not undestand any part of the study units or the assiged
readings.

You havedifficulty with theexercse.

You have a queston or problem with an assighment or with your
t ut cominents on an assigment or with the grading of an

assigimert.
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You shouldtry your bestto attendthe tutorials. This is the only chanceto
have faceto-face caotact with your tutor and ask questions which are
answerednstantly. You canraiseany problem enountered inthe courseof
your study. To gan the maximum benefit from coursetutorials, preparea
guestionlist before attendingthem. You will learna lot from participating in
discussioractivdy.

Summary

This courseguide gives you an overview of what you expect in the courseof
this study. The courseis comprehense in its andysis andit expo®s you to
all aspecof cnminology andcriminaljustice.

We wish you sucess with the courseand hope that you will find it both

interestingandusd ul.
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UNIT 1: CRIME, CRIM INOLOGY AND CRIMI NAL LAW
CONTENTS
1.0 INTRODUCTION
2.0 OBJECTIVES
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Whatiscrime?
3.2 Elementof crime
3.3 Sociologtal definition of crime
3.4 Whatiscriminology?
3.5 Whatiscriminal law?
4.0 Concludon
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-MarkedAssighment
7.0 Reference#~urther Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Until the late 1960s. Criminologists devoed themsdvesto learnng
why law breakerssiolatedthe rulesof socidy. But today, criminologistshave
takena variety of appoachesn explaining the cause®f crime.

In this unit, we shall be looking at definition of crime, elements of
crime, Criminology as adisciplineandthe Criminal Law.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At theendof thisunit, you shoud be ableto:
Define crime
Explainthe elementof cime
Discusscriminallaw
Define andexplainthe word criminology

MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Whatiscrime?

Crime is from the Latin word i ¢érme nn@eaning acusation orfault.
Crime has bemme a terrible social prodem in the world. It has bemme
almosta houshold word in many partsin Africa. Despitethis, groupsand
individuds within scciety differ in their definition of crime. Some would
equatecrime with all antsocial behaviour. Otherswould arguethat crimes
are suchactsas racign, sexsm and impeilialism that violate basc human
rights. Smilarly, some usemoral ratherthanlegalcriteria todefine whatis or
Is not a crime. Therearereligious people, who regardcertainbehavior asa

crime, If it meetstheir criteriafor sin.
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Sociologcally, cime is a form of devianceand therdore a social
problem in any socidy. Fuller and Myers (1973) categorzed socialproblem
as: i aondiion which is defined by a consderable mmber of personsas a
deviationfrom social norm (rules of condict) which they chersho. Sheila
Balkan further obseves that i T hdesignaion of behavioras a crime, (a
specialcaseof the more comprehensivecatgory of deviance)indicatesthat
the behavioris formally defined as illegal throughthe codification of laws
whichareassumedto embody the societalcons e n s u s 0

Giddens (1994) defines crime asnon conformist conductthatbreaks a
law. The emphasisis on the inter connetions beween conformity and
deviancein different socialconext. The contentof crime is culturaly
detemined.

Durkham (1993) defined crime within a socal context. He sawcrime
as a social product, detemine by social conditions, capable of being
controlledonly in social terms. Crimeis thereforenomal in all sodgeties and
a socigy exempt from crime would necessitate a standadization of moral
conceptf all individuals, whch is nather possiblenor desiable. Durkheam
wasof theopinion that crimeis anormal phenomenonin the society, a natural
andinevitableproduct of collective lfe andsocialevolution. Hehdd thatthe
collective consci@ce of a peopledeines what is crime. He believed that
crime plays a definite role in sociallife. He therdore defined crime asii aatt
which off endsstrongand defined state of collective consciec e (©keshola
2008).

Sellin (1938) argwes thatcrime il i awiolation of culture norms, which
is something beyond mere violation of law per se. He maintains that mere
violation of the criminal law is an artificial criterion of criminality. According
to Mc Connél (2004), socidogical apprach to crime will enable us to
understandhe ecanomics, gerder, educaion, race,religion, family life and
all otherscacial phenomenathataredirecty involvedin crime.

No matter which definition of crime we embrace,criminal law is tied

to criminal law. Hence crime is a violation of societalrules of behaviour as
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interpretedand expressed by a criminal legal codecreatedby people holding
socialand political power. Individuals who violate theserules are subjectto
sanctiondy stateauthority, social stigmaandlossof status.

Accordingto Stephen and Peter(2001), crime dependon law and on
particularinstancesof actionbeingidentified andinterpreed ascrime. Crime
alsodepend®n crime-processinggencies;conventiorally the police andthe
courts.

Therdore,theconcet of crimeimplies:

1. Existing norms or rules of conductsesgblished through sccietal
consensus.

Codificationof suchrulesin theform of Criminal Law

A deviationfromtherulesor violation of thelaws.

Prescripton of sanctonsor punishment.

a & DN

Establiéimentof ageciesof formal contols like the police forceto
performregulatary functions.

Despite theactthatthe concept ofcrime defies a preciseddfinition as
alrealy pointedout, yet some cons@susnow exist amongcriminologiststhat
acrime must havethefollowing features(Clifford,1974).

1. It mustbe legaly forbidden

2. Sucha crime must have some harm doneto some peopleor external
consequere
3. It mustbean intertional actor aredklessacion or inaction.

4, Theremustbea criminal intent,
5. Thecriminal intentmust coincidewith the criminal action.
6. Theremust be a causal relationsip between the legaly forbidden act
andthevoluntay readion.
ELEM ENTS OF CRIME

It is a gereral principle of criminal law that a personmay not be
convicted of a crime unless the prosection prowes its element beyond
reasonableoubt. Conventional kgal wisdom holdsthat the ess@&ce of crime

consistsof some elements(1) the criminal act T actusreus.(2) a culpable
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mental statei the mens rea (3) a concurence of the two (4) Harm (5)
legality (6) causatdns (7) punisiment.
1. The criminal Act i Actus Reus

The term Actus reus means i gilty a &eénéraly, a person must
commit some voluntary act before he or sheis subjectto criminal sanction. It
requiresproof of an act or an omission (conduct). Usudly, it must be proved
that the condwct had a particularresdt. In murder, for example, it must be
shownthat the accued conductcausedthe death. Where thereis no actus
reus,thereis no crime. It includesall the elementsin the definition of crime,
with the exceptionof thementalelement.

An omission to act, however, may be criminal, wherethe person in
guestionis requiredby law to do something, Child-nedectlaws, for example,
focus on pareits and child guardans who do not live up to their
responsilitiesfor caiingfor their children(Schmalleger,2004).

Threateningo actcan itself bea criminal offense.Telling someane, fi |
am goingtokill you anightreault in anarrest for the offense.

For example, an act of threatamongthe pdliticians in Nigeria is not
left unreported.

2. A Guilty Mind 7 MensRea

Mens rea means guilty mind. It refers to the defe n d a spécfics
mental stateat thetimethebehavour in questonoccurred.

There are 4 levelsor typesof mensrea.

Purposéul or intentional (2) Knowing (3) Recklesq4) Negligent.

Mensreais a term which hasno single meaning. Evey crime has its
own mens rea which can be ascertaied orly by referenceto its statutoy
definition or the caselaw. The justificationfor requiringawarenss of at least
the possibili ty of evay elementis thatit must be presmedthatevery element
contributesto the criminality of it. For example, an intentionto cause serious
bodiy harm may be the mensreaof aparticular murder.

But some statesof mind are regarded aseing more culpable han

others.Hencea defendantwho deliberdaely commits acrime shoud normally
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be punisted more severdy than one who recklessy or negligenly commits
thesame act.
3. Harm

A ham occus in any crime, although notall hams are crimes.
Accordingto Okeshola (2008),the harm may be physical or nonphysical. For
example, if a personis murderedor raped, harm cancleally be identified as
physical. Butif you threatento beator kill anotherpersonwhetheror not the
threatis carriedout immediatefearthat haming to be inflicted on him or her
IS injurious. Also, if you write something false abouta personwhich lower
him or herin the estimationof this, it is aharm.

In some crimes, the perpetratorsmaintain that they are not harming
anyone by doing an act or making an omission andtherdore $ould not
processedfor crimes. Examples are victimless crmes like prostitution,
gambling, drug useetc. Peopleinvolvedin such crimesargue thatif any one
Is beinghurt, it is only themselvesThey fail to realizethat they are causing
socialharm, becausehe family of the participantsandthe moral fabric of the
socidy arejeopardizd by suchbehaviour.The publicthereforesufersharm.

4. Legality

The prindple of legdity is concernedwith the fact that behavour
cannotbe criminal if no law existswhich definesit assuch. For example, it is
cleaty statedin the handbookof Nipost Postal Service (NIPOST) that any
personfound stealing any postl materials will be jailed. In the same way,
cheatingin an examination, embezzlng public funds, acepting bribes are
examples of proscrbed conduct under pain of punisyment gesribed by
written law shouldbe dealtwith accordingly. This means that the personhas
committed a crime from theview pointof legality.

Criminal law must not be retroactie or ex post facto. Laws arebinding
only from the date of their creationor from somefuturedateat whichthey are
specfied astakingeff ect.Ex- postfactolawstakesthreeforms.

(@) Declaringcriminal an actor omissbn thatwasnot illegal whenit was
committed.
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(b) Increasinghepunshmentfor a crime afterit is committed or

(c) Altering the rules or evidencesin a particular caseafter the crime is
committed. The constitution of the federalrepublicof Nigeria,forbids ex-post
factolaws.

5. Causation

Causatiorrefersto that the concurenceof a guilty mind ( mensrea)
and a criminal act ( actus reus) may produce or causeharm. While some
statutescriminalize anly conduct, otherssubsume the notion of concurrence
undercauslity and specify thata causaliy relationshipis anecessay element
of a given crime. (Schmalleger 2004) For example, if David invites Paulto
dinnerand Paul is run over andkilled on the way. Paulwould not have died
but for the invitation butno onewould say that David killed Pauland David
hasnotcausedthedeah in law.

But the casein which two friends (Tunde rd Kola) foughtand later
after the fight hasbeensettled, oneof the friends, Tundeshot his fried Kola
anddied. It canbesaid thatTundecausedhe deathof Kola.

CRIMI NAL LAW

Accordingto Molan (2003), criminal law can be seenas a litany of
prohibitions and duties; behavious that the state consders to be
unacceptablegr action that the statedemands. To Schmalleger, criminal law
is O attee body of rulesandregulationghat definesandspecfies punifiment
for offencesof a public natureor for wrongscommitted aganstthe stateor
socigy. 0

It is believedthat criminal law assumes that criminal ads injure not
justindividuals but scciety asa whole.In commonlaw from which much of
Nigerian legal tradition devolves, &enders weresaid to have violated the
A Ki npgad e when they committed a crime. For this rea®n, in criminal
casedhe state,astheinjured paty, beginsthe official processof bringingthe
offenderto justice.Evenif thevictim is deadandhasnot oneto speakon his
or her behaf, the agenciesof justice will investigatethe crime and file

chargesaganstthe offenders.
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In essence, amina law involves a violaton of public rights and
duties,which createa socialham. Criminal law is diff erentfrom other types
of law, it is usedo regulateactsthat arecontrary to thecommurity interestof
thesocialor govenment unit. Criminal lawis alsocalledpenallaw.

The undetying purpe of the criminal law is to preventand control
crime. The criminal justice system seeksto cary out this goal by sanctioning

behaviouby anindividualwho violatesthe criminal law.

There are three principles which underpin the devdopment of the

criminal law.

1. In drafting criminal off ensesthe stateshould strive to strike the right
balancebetweenthe principle of minimum criminalizaion andsodal
defence.

2. Thecriminal law should beessentlly fair in its contentand opeution.

3. Where criminal dfences arecreated, the principle of fair labeing
providesthat they should distinguish properly between the types of
harm prohibitedand the elementsto be estblished.

Violation of the criminal law resultsin the imposition of punishment.
Punisiment is philosghicaly justified by the fact that the criminal intended
the ham andis respamsiblefor it. Hencecriminal regonsibility is definedin
terms of liability as to punisiment; the purpase of whichis expresssocidyd s
fundamental displeasue with the offensive behaviour and to hold the
offenderaccountabléor it.

CRIMI NOLOGY

Criminology is an acaemic discipline that makes use of scientfic
methodsto stuly the nature extentcauseand controlof criminal behaviour.

Edwin Sutherénd and Donald Cresgy define criminology asthe body
of knowledgeregading crime asa social phenomenon.It includeswithin its
scopethe processef making laws, of breakng laws andor reactng toward

the bre&ing of laws. The objective of criminology is the dewvelopment of a
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body of geneal and verified principles and of other types of knowledge
regardinghis processof law, crimeandtreatment.

From the definition given by Edwin Suthedand and Donald Cressey,
themostimportantareasof criminology include:

(1) Thedevelgpmentof criminallaw andits useto define crime
(2) Thecauseof law violationand
(3) Themethalsusedto controlcriminalbehaviour.

Criminologists use objectives reseach methods to pose reseach
guestionghypotheses)gatherdata,createtheoriesandtesttheir validity.

Criminology is essenitally an interdiscipinary science.Criminologists
have been trained in diverse fields most commonly socidogy, but also
criminal justice, political science,psychology, ecanomics andthe natural
sciences.

Criminology is aso sometmes confused with the study of deviant
behaviour.While Deviant behaviour isbehaviour that departsfrom socél
norms, ciminal behavour hasto do with violationof law. To understandhe
nature and purposelaw, criminologst study both the process by which

deviantactsarecriminalizedandbecome crimes.

4.0 CONCLUSION
This unit has ende&ouredto highlight a number of issuesaboutcrime
althoughthereis no generaldefinition of crime:
1. It could be aguedthat thereis some consersus aroundsome features
of whatconstitutegshe crime despte disagreement onits definition.
2. Elementsof crime must be process before a personis foundguilty of
criminal actin thelaw court.
3. Theundetying purpcse of the criminal law is to preventand contol
crime, e.gby punishing the off enderor by threat of punisiment..
4. The word criminology is a disapline held togetherby a subganive
concern;crime. It is multi-disdplinary in characterratherthan being

dominatedby onedisadpline.
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50 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have beenable to define crime, as a social problem
which requires solution. We looked at the elements of crime and the
sociologi@ definition of crime. We are also ableto define and explain the
term criminology andcriminal law. The purmposeof criminal law is to prevent
andcontrolcrime wasexplained.
6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Explainin detailwhatyou do understandy theword criminology.
Whatarethe elemerts of crime?
7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
Sdmallege, F (2004) Criminal Justice. A brief introduction New Jergy
PearsoriPrenticeHall.
MolanT. M (2003) Criminallaw, LondonTheHLT Group Itd.
SeigellL.J (2006)Criminology, Belmont Thomson Wadsworthinc.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, we shall examine trerds and paternsof crime, with focus

on the rate of crime asits increaseor decease in a certan periad, in certain

areasand among certain groups. The various factors respongle for such

increaseor deaeasewill be highlighted. This knowledge will definitely help

usto gainan insight into the natureof crime.

2.0

OBJECTIVE

At theendof thisunit, you shoud be ableto;
Discusgherecentrendsin thecrimerate.

Identify thefactorsthat influencecrimerate.

Discusghe pattensin crimerate.

Discusghe assodaition betweersocial class and crime.
Recognizeéhatthereare age,gende, andethnic patterngn crime.

Understandheissue behindcrime control.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 CRIME TRENDS

Crime is not newto this centuy. Studes have indicated that gradual
increasdn the crime rate especidly in violent crime, occurredfrom 1830 to
1860. Following the civil war, this rde increasedsignificanty for about
fifteenyears.Then,from 180 up to the time of the first word war, with the
possibleexcepion of the yeasimmediatly precedingandfollowing the war,
the number of reportedcrimes decreasedAfter a period of readjusinent, the
crime rate steadly declined until the depresson (about1930), when another
crime wave was recaded. As measired by the UCR, crime rates increased
gradually following the 1930surtil the 1960s, whenthe growth rate beame
much greater. The homicide rate, which had actualy declinedfrom 1930sto
the 1960s alsobegana sharpincreasethatcontinuedthroughthe 1970s.

In 1981 the number of index crimesroseto about13.4 millionsand
thenbegana consistentdeclineuntil 1984, when police recorced 111 million
crimes. By the following year, however, he number of crimes once again
beganan upwardtrend so that by 1991 padlice recordedabout 14.6 million
crimes. Sincethenthe number of crimeshasbeenin dedine; in 2003 about
11.8 million crimes were reportedto the police. The figure below shows
crime ratetrendsbetween1960and 2003.
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CrimeRate Trends

Source FBI, Crimein theUnited States2003.

As thefigure shows, therehasbeena significantdowrnwardtrendin the
rate of crime for more than a decade Even teenagecriminality, a source of
nationalconcen, hasbeenin declineduring this period,decreaing by alout
onethird over the past twerty years. According to Thomas Bernard (1999)
that i T hteeen murder rates,which had remainedstublornly high, hasalso
declined duringhe past few yearso The factorsthat help explainthe upward

anddownward movementin crimes ratesare discussedbelow.

3.2 EXPLAINING CRIME TRENDS
Crime expertshaveidentified a variety of social, ecoromic, personal,

anddemographicfacorsthatinfluencecrimeratetrends.

3.2.1 Age
Becausdeenagershave extremely high cime rates,crime expets view

changan the popuation agedistributionas having the greatestcrime pattern.

3.2.2 Influence on Crime Trends

As agenesl rule, the crime ratefollows the proportionof young males
in the populaton. With thefi gayi n gf &ocigay in the 1980sanda declinein
the birth rate, it is not surprisingthat the overall crime rate declined between
1991 and 2003. The numberof juvenilesshould be increasing over the next
decadeandsome crime expertsfearthatthis will signalareturnto escalating

crimerates.



27

However, the number of seniorcitizensis aso expandng, and their
presencein the popuation may have a moderating &ect on crime rates

(seniorsdo not commit muchcrimes), off settingthe eff ectof teens.

3.2.3 Economy

Thereis debateover the effect which the economy hason crime rates.
It seems logical that whenthe ecoromy turns down, people(especially those
who are unemployed) will bemme more motivatedto common ecornomic
crimes. Howewer, some crime expets believe a poor ecoromy actually hdps
lower crime rates because unemployed paents are at home to supervise
children and guard their possessins. Becatse thereis lessto spend, a poor
ecoromy reducesthe number of valuablesworth stealng. Also, it seems
unlikely that law-abiding, middle-aged workers will suddeihy turn to a life of
crime if they are laid off during an econanic downtun. Not surprisingy,
most research efforts fail to find a definitive relationship between
unemployment andcrime. For example, research on the relatiorship between
unemployment andcrime conduced by Gary Kleck and Jed Chiricos in
(2002), reinforcedthe weak associabn betveenthe two factors.Kleck and
Chiricos discovered that there was no relaionship betweenunemployment
ratesandthe ratesof most crimesincluding thosethat desperate nempbyed
people might choosesuch as the robbeay of gas stations,banks, and drug
stores.Nor did unemployment influence the rate of non violent propety
crimesincluding sholifting residentiaburdary, theft of motor vehicle parts,
andtheft of autanobiles, trucks,and motorcycles.

It is possiblethatover the long haul, a strongecoromy will help lower
crime rates, while long periads of sustined ecoomic weakness and
unemploymentmay eventualy leadto increasedrates.Crime skyrocketedin
the 1930sduring the Great Depresion, crime rates fell when the ecoromy

surgedor amosta decadeduringthe 1990s.

3.2.4 SocialMalaise
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As the level of social problems increaes i such as single parent
families dropoutrates,ethniccorflict, and teen pregnaciesi sotoo do crime
ratescorrelatedwith the numberof unwed mothersin the popuktion. It is
possible thatchildren of unwed mothers need more social senices than
childrenin two i parent families. As the number of kids born to single

mothersincreases.Ethnic corflict may also increasecrimerates.

3.2.5 Abortion

In a controvesial work, John Donohuelll and StevenLevitt (1999)
foundempirical evidencethatrecentdropin the crime ratecanbe attributedto
the availablity of legalized aborton. Donohue and Levitt suggest that the
crime ratedrop, which beganappioximatdy eighteenyeas laterin 1991, can
be tied to the fact that at that point the first groupsof potential ofenders
affectedby the aborton decison beyan reaching the peck age of criminal
activity. They find that statesthat legalized abortion before the rest of the
nationwerethe first to experience decasing crime ratesandthat stateswith
highabortonrateshave seenagrederfall in cime sincel985.

The abortion relaied reduction in crime rates is predminantly
attributableto a decreasein crime among the young. It is possiblethat the link
betweercrimeratesand abortionis theresult of two mechansms;

(2) Selective abdion onthe partof women most at risk to havechildren
whowould enga@d in criminal acivity, and

(2) Improved childrearing or environmenal circumstancescaused by
bettermaternal famili al, or fetal carebecausavomenare havingfewer
children.If abortionwereillegal, they find, crime ratesmight be 10 to

20 percent higher than they currenly are with abortion. If these

estmates arecorrect,legalized abortin can explainabouthalf of the

recentfail in crime. All elseequal, reseacheas predictthat crime rates
will cortinueto fall slowly for an additional fifteento twerty years as
thefull effectsof legalizedabortionaregradually felt.
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3.2.6 Guns

Theavailabili ty of firearmsmay influencethe crime rate,especitly the
proliferation. Therds evidencethat more guns than ever before are finding
their way into the hands of young people.Surveys of high school students
indicatethat between6 and 10 percentcarry gunsat least some of the time.
Guns alsaauseescalation in the seriowsnessof crime. As the number of gun
toting students increaes, so too doesthe seliousness ofiolent crime as, for
example, a school yard fight turn into murder. The recentend of federalban

onassauliveaponsnay be a precusorto highermurderrates.

3.2.7 Gangs

Another factor that affects crime ratesis the explosve giowth in
teenagaangs.Suveys indicatethatthereareabout750,000gang membersin
the United State.Boys who are members of gangsare far more likely to
possesguns than non-gang members;criminal activity increasesvhen kids
join gargs. Accordingto Alfred Blumstein (1991) gangsinvolvedin the urban
drug trade reauit juveniles becase they work cheapy, are immunefrom
heary criminal penaltes, andare daring and willing to take risks, Arming
themselvesfor protedion, thesedrugdealng children presa&t a menaceto
their community, which persuades non-gangaffiliated neighborhood
adolescentso arm themselvesfor protecton. The resultis an arm racethat
producesan increamgspiralof violence.

The deade-long decine in the crime rate may be tied to changng
gangvalues.Some streetwisekids havetold researchers thabhey now avoid
gangsbeause of the fiyounger brother syndrome dhey have watched their
oldersiblings orparerts caughtin gangsor drugsandwantto avoid the same
fate. However, here has been a recent upswing in gang violence, a

pheromenon thatmay heraldanoverallincreasein violent crime.

3.2.8 Drug Use
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Some expets tie increasein the violent crime rate betwesn 1980 and
1990 to the crack epidemic, which swept the n a t i largest@ties and to
drugtrafficking gangsthat fight over drug turf. This well-armed gang did not
hesitateto use violence to control territory, intimidate rvals, and increase
market share.As the crack epidemic hassubsided,so too hasthe violencein
New York city and other metropditan areaswherecrackusewasrampantA
suddenincreasdn drug useon the other hand may be a harlinger offuture

increasem thecrimerate.

3.2.9 Media
Some expertsargue that violent media can influence thedirection of

crime rates.As the availability of mediawith a violent theme sky rocketed
with the introduction of home video players,DVDs, cable TV, computer and
video games, and so on, so too did teenviolence rateAccording to a recent
andysis of all available scientfic dataconductedoy Brad BusimanandCraig
Anderson,watching violenceon TV is correlated to aggressivebehaviours
especidly for people with a preexistng tendercy toward crime and violence.
This conclusionis basteredby reseach showing that the more kids watch

TV, themore oftenthey getinto violentencaunters.

3.2.10 Medical Technology

Some crime expertsbelieve thatthe preenceandquality of healthcare
canhavesignificantimpacton murder rates. Accordingto research conducted
by Anthony Harris and his assocates,murderrateswould be up to five time
higher than they are today becauseof medical break through in treating
victims of violencedevelopedover the pastforty years. They estmatesthat
the United Stagés would sufer between50,000 to 115,000homicides per year
as opposedto the current number, which has fluctuated ataround 15,000.
Looking backmore than forty yeas, the foundthatthe aggravatedsault rate
hasincreasedat a far higher pacethanthe murder a rate, a fact they attribute

to the decreasan mortality of violencevictimsin hospital emergery rooms.
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The big breakthroughoccurredin the 1970swhentechrology developedto
treatinjured sddiersin Vietnam wasapplied to trauma careinthenat i on 6 s
hospitals Sincethen,fluctuationsin the murder ratecan be linked tothelevel

andavailahlity of emergercy medcal senices.

3.2.11 JusticePolicy

Some law erforcement experts have suggestedthat a reductionin
crime ratesmay be attributedto addng large numbersof police officers and
using them in aggressve police pradices that targetii g utyadf life crimes
such as pantandling graffiti, pety drug deding, and loitering. By showing
that even the smallest infractionswill be dealt with seriousy, aggressive
police depatments may be able to discaurage potentialcriminals from
committing more serous crimes. For example, Michael White (2004) and his
associateshave recently shown that cities empbying aggresive, focused
policework may be albe to lower homicide ratesin thearea

It is also possilbe that tough laws imposing lenghy prison terms on
drug dealers and repeat offenders canaffect crime rates. The fear of
punidiment may inhibit some would be criminals ad place a significant
numberof potentonaly high rateoff enderdehindbars,lowering crime rates.
3.2.12 Crime Opportunities

Crime rates may drop when market condtions changeor when an
alternative criminal opportunty devel@s. For example, the dedine in the
burglay rate over the pastdecademay be explainedin part by the abundance
and subgquent decline in price of commonly stolen merchadise such as
DVDs anddigital cameras.I mproving home andcommercial securty devices
may also discairage would be burglars, convincing them to turn to other
forms of crime suchastheft from motor vehicles. Theseare norrindex crimes

anddo not contributeto the national crimerate.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Discusghe trendsin violentandpropety crimein your area.
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3.3 CRIME PATTERNS

Criminologistslook for stablecrime rate paternsto gain insightinto
the natureof crime. If crime ratesare consigenty higherat certain times, in
certainareas,and among certaingroups, this knowledgemight help explain
the onsetor causeof crime. For example, if criminal datistic has show that
crime rates are consstenty higher in poor 3neighborlmodsthan large urban
areasthencrime may be a functionof povertyandneighborhad decline.If,
In contrast,crime rates are spreadeveny aaosssocidy, this would provide
little evidence that crime has an economic basis. Instead crime might be
linked to socialzation personaliy, intelligence, or some other trait unrelated
to classposition orincome. Wewill furtherexamine traitsand paternsthat

may influencethecrimerate.

3.4 THEECOLOGY OF CRIME
Patternan the crimerate seem to be linked totemporal andecolayical

factors.Some of themostimportantof theseare discused here.

3.4.1 Day, Seasorand Climate:

Most repored crimes occur during the warm summermonths of Juy
and August. During the summer, teenagerswho usualy have the highest
crime levelsare out of schooland havegreder opportunty to commit crime.
Peoplespend more time out doorsduring warm weatter, making themselves
easiertargets.Similarly homesareleft vacant more often during the summer,
making them more valuableto propety crimesTwo exceptonsto this trend
are murders and robberies, which occur frequentty in Decmber and Januay
(althoughratesarealso high during the summer).

Crime rates also may be higheron the first day of the monththan at
any othertime. Govenment welfareandsocial securty chequesarrivesat this
time, and with them come increags in such activities as breakng into mail

boxesand accosting recipientson the streds. Also, people may have more
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disposableancome at this time andthe avail ability of extramoney may relate
to behavoursassocited with crime suchasdrinking, patying, gambling, and

soon.

3.4.2 Temperature

Although weathereff ects (such as temperatire swings) may have an
impacton violent crime rates,laboratay stulies suggest that the assciation
betweertemperatureand crime resemblesaninvolved U-shapecturve. Crime
ratesincreasewith rising temperatues andthenbeginto declineat somepoint
(85 degreeswhenit may betoo hot for any physical exertion R. A. Baron,
A A g g oneasasfunction of ambient temperatureand prior Anger Arousal
1972,183-189).

However, field studiesindicatethat the ratesof same crimes (suchas
domestic asault)but not all of them (for example rape),continueto increase
as temperaturesrise. Researchhas also shown that a long stretchof highly
unocomfortable weatér is relatedto murder rates, indicating that the stressof
long term exposureto extreme temperaturamnay prove suficienty unpleasant
andincreaseviolencerates.In their stuly of the relationshipof temperatureto
assaultcriminologst Ellen Cohnand JamesRotton (1996, foundevidenceof
a highly significanteffect,espeally during morning andeveninghours.They
foundthata personis four timesmore likdy to be assaukd at midnightwhen
the temperatureexceals 90 degreesthanwhen the temperatures 10 degrees

belowzero.

3.4.3 RegionalDifference

Large urbanareashave by far the highestviolencerates.Areaswith
low per capii@l crimeratestendto berural. Thesefindingsare aso supported
by victim data. Exceptions tothis trend are low populdion re®rt areaswith
large transientor seasonal populatons. Typicaly, the Westernand Southern

Stateshave had corsistenty higher crime rates than the mid West and



34

Northeast. These daa convinced some criminologsts that locd culture
influencedcrime rates andthatthere wasa fiSouthernsubcultureo f v i o |
3.5 USEOF FIREARMS

Fireams play a dominantrole in criminal activity. According to the
NCVS, firearms aretypicaly involved in about 20 percentof 5 robberies,10
percentof assults, and more than5 percentof rapes.According to the UCR
abouttwo thirds of all murdersinvolved firearms, most of theseweapons
werehandyuns.

Thereis a raging debate aboutwheher guns shouldbe cortrolled in
order to reduce or eliminate violent crime. Internatioral criminologists
Franklin Zimring and Gordon Hawkins (1997) believe the proliferation of
handgunsand the high rate of lethal violence they causeds the single most
significantfactor separating therime problem in the United States from the
rest of the develomd world. They stresed that the differencesbeweenthe
United Statesand Europe in non lethal crimes areonly modest at best. In
contrastGary Kleck, and Marc Gertzmaintan thathandgus may be more of
an effectivedeterrentto crime than gun contol advocates aresaly to admit.
Their researchndicates that as many as400,000 peopleper yearuse gunsin
situations inwhich they later claim that the gunsamo s t rtaifly® saved
lives. Evenif theseedimates areoff by a factorof 10, it meansthat amed
citizensmay save 40,000 livesannudly. AlthoughKleck and Gertzrecognize
thatgunsareinvolved in murdes, sucides,and accidents, which claim more
than 30,000lives per year, they believe ther bendit as a crime prevention
deviceshould notbe over looked. Becausethis is so important,the policy and
practicein criminology feature6 s hdauns be contrdl e lsth$been a topical

issue.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Gunscontrol hasbecome a topical issuein criminological study offer your

own contibutiononthisissue.

enceo.
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3.6 SOCIAL CLASSAND CRIME

A still unresdvedissuesin criminological literatureis the relationship
betweensocial classand crime. Traditionaly, crime hasbeen thought of asa
lower-classpheromenon. After all, peopleat the lowestrungs of the social
structurehave thegreaestincertive to commit crimes. Thoseunable to obtain
desiredgoods and seavices through convertional means may consequerity
resort to theft and other illegal activities are referred to as instrumental
crimes. Those living in povety are also believed to engage in
disproportonateamounts of expressivecrimes, suchasrapeandassaultasa
means of expresmg their rage,frustrationand angeragginst society. Alcohol
anddrugabuse,commonin impoverished areas,helpfuelviolentepsodes.

When measued with UCR data, official statisticsindicatethat crime
ratesin inner city high povety areas are generdly higher than thosein
suburbaror wealthier areasSurweys of prison inmatesconsiséntly showthat
prisoners were members of the lower class and unemployed or
undeemployed in the years before ther incarceran. An alternative
explanationof thesefindingsis that the relaionship beween official crime
andsocialclass isa functionof law erforcementpracticesnot actual criminal
behaviour piterns. Police may devote more resources tgpoor areasand
consequety apprehasion ratesmay be higher there. Similarly, police may
be morelikely to formaly arrestand prosecte lower-classcitizensthanthaose
in the middle andupper classeswhich may accountfor thelower-c | a sverd s

representatin in official statisticsandthe prison populdion.

3.7 AGE AND CRIME

Thereis generalagreement that ageis inversely relatedto criminality.
Criminologists Travis Hirsch, and MichaelGoltfiredson (183) Stae il A g%
evaywherecorrelatedwith crime. Its effectson crime do no dependon other
demographc correlaesof crime.

Regardlessf ecoromic status,marital staus, race, sex, and so on,

younger people commit crime more often than their older peers; Research
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indicatesthis relatiorship hasbeenstableacrosstime petiods ranging from

1935to the presat. Official statisticstell us that young people are arrestedat
a disproportonate rateto their numbersin the populaton; victim surweys
generatesimilar findingsfor crimes inwhich assailaneagecanbe detemined.
Whereasyouths ages13 to 17 collectively make up about6 percent of the
total U. S. populaton, they accaunt for about 25 percentof index crime
arrestsand 17 percentof arrestsor all crimes. As a generalrule the peakage
for propety crimeis believedto be 16, andfor violencel8.in contrast,adults

45 and over who make up 32 pereent of the populaton, acountfor only 7
percentof index crime arrests.The eldetty are particular resisint to the
temptatians of crime, they makeup more than 12 percentof the population
and less than 1 pecent of arrests. Elderly males 65 and over are
precominantly arrestedfor alcohol related matters(public drunkennessand
drunkdriving) and elderly femaledor larceny (shoplfting). The eldely crime

ratehasremainedstable for the pasttwerty years.

3.8 GENDERAND CRIME

The three datai gahering criminal statistics tools suppat the theay
that male crime racesare much higherthanthoseof females. Victms report
that their assailantwvas male in more than 30 percentof all violent persoal
crimes. The uniform crime Report arreststatistics indicate that the overall
male female arrestratio is about3.5 male offenderto 1 female offender: for
seriousviolent crimes, the ratio is amost5 malesto 1 female;murder arrests
are8 malesto 1 female. MTF dataalsoshow that malescommit more serious
crimessuch agobbey, assaulandburglary thanfemales.However,although
the pattensin sef-reportsparalel official daa, theratios are smaller. In other

words,malessef-repat morecriminal behaviourthanfemales.

3.9 RACE AND CRIME
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Official crime dataindicate that minority group members are involved
in a disprgoortionateshare of criminal adivity. African Americansmake up
about 12 percent ofthe generalpopulaton, yet the account for about 38
percentof violent crime arrestsand 30 percent of propety crime arrests.lIt is
possiblethatthesedatareflect racial differencesn the crime rate,butit is also
possiblethatthey reflect police biasin the arrestprocess. We canevaluatethis
issueby comparingracial differences irself-reportdatawith those foundin
official delinquency records.Chargesof racial disaimination in the arrest
processwould be substantiated ifwhites and black self reported equal
numbersof crimes,but minoritieswerearrested for more often.

Racial differencesin the crime rate remain an extremely sensitve
issue. Although official arrestrecordsindicate that African Americans are
arrestedat a higherrate than members ofother racial groups,some question
whetherthis is a functionof crime ratediff erences,racism by police, orfaulty
data collecion. Research shows that suspets who are poor minority, and
male are more likely to be formally arreséd than suspets who are white
affluent, and female. Some critics chargethat police officers routinely use
Ar a erofiall i to gap African Americans andsearchtheir cars without
probablecauseor reasonablesuspicionfindings from a recent naional surey
of driving practicesshow thatyoung black and latino malesare more likely to
be stoppedby police and sufer citations, sarches, andarrestsaswell asbe
targetof force eventhoughthey are morelikely to be in the possessionof

illegal conrabandhanwhite drivers.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Explainthegendedifferencesn crime.

4.0 CONCLUSION
From this unit, student of criminology should have a broader

knowledgeof whatencompasasthetrendsand patternsof crime. Thatis the
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factorsthat arerespmsgble in the rate of crime at a particulr periad, season,
certain area, certain groups etc. This knowledge will definitely help the
criminology studentsto andyse crime trends and patternsin their various

locality.

5.0 SUMMARY

We have been able to discussfactors that encmmpass trendsand
patternsof crime. A numberof factorsare believedto influencethe crime
rate, including the economy, drug use, gun availability, and crime control
policieslike increasedlepbyment of the police and putting more criminals
in prison. It is difficult to gaugefuture trends in crime rate. Some experts

forecastinincreasen crime, while othersforeseealong-termdedine.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss the factors that help explain the upward and dowrward
movementin crime rates.

2. Patternsin crime rate is saidto be linked to temporal and ecobgical

factors Discuss?
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1.0INTRODUCTION

Crime as a conceptsuggestsa decline of public securty and stealy
descentinto the abyss of social chaos.Crime is a universalsodgal problem,
which goesbeyond the generalnotion of theft, murder, assault, rape fraud,
arsonand otherunwholesome kehavious. It hasbeensuggestedthat in order
to reversethe wave of the increase incrime, thereis urgentneedfor modern
methodof crime preventionandcontrolto be putin place.
2.00BJECTIVES

At theendof thisunit, you shoud be ableto explaincrimepreverion.

Discusghe typesof crime preventon.

List advartagesof crimeprevention

Explainthe OppotunitiesTheay of CrimePrevention
Statethe measuref crime preventon
3.0 MAIN CONTEXTS
3.1CRIME PREVENTION

Crime prevention isany initiative policy, which reducesor eliminaes
the aggregatelevel of victimization or the risk of individual criminal
participaton. It is the attempt to redwce victimization andto detercrime and
criminals. It includes govenment and communty basedprogrammesto
reducethe incident of risk factorscorrelatedwith criminal participation and
rateof victimization.

In its purestform crime preventon looks at people (usually bahbes,
childrenand youngteens) who are not involved incriminal activiy andasks,
whatcanwe doto m&e surethey nevercomeinto corflict with thelaw.

Crime preventon alsolooks at placesand situationswhich are not yet
troubledby much criminal activity and aks &low canwe make surecrime

neverbemmesasignificantproblemh er e 0
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Criminolog i sstick & Gotfredson,Mckenzie, Eck, Sheama, Wallet
and othes have beenat the foreront of andyzing what works to prevent
crime. They agreethat govenment must go beyond law erforcement and
criminal jusice to tadkle the risk factorsthat causecrime becaiseit is more
cost effective andleadsto greatersocial benefits thanthe standardways of
respondingdo crime.

Saville (1995) has warned about the growing crime in our cities,
admitting that crime preventing hasakenmany diff erentforms over the past
few yearscausng seairity expets to asksuch questims as: Do we put bigger
locks on our valuabks?Do we lock up more of our criminals?Shouldwe trim
all the edgesand floor our street with bright lights? Thesesuggestons abaot
crime preventionare mere cosmetic measues whichhavelimited impactson
theremote cause®f criminalbehaviour in thedevelopingsocietes.

Primary preventbn addressesndividual andfamily level factorswhich
correlateswith later criminal partidpation. Individual level factorssuch as
attadiment to school and involvement in pro-social activities decree the
probabilty of criminalinvolvement.

Family level factorssuch asconsisént parening skills ssimilarly reduce
individual level risk. Risk factorsare addictive in nature. The greaterthe
numbersof risk factorspresenthe greatertherisk of criminalinvolvement.

According to Metiboba, sincethe family is the first agentin the
socializaton proces, which a child comesin contactwith, thenin traditional
societies such as Nigeria, family can be a veritable stratgy for crime
preventionand control within the ambit of its socialation role.In addition,
there are initiatives, which seekto alter rates of crime at community or
aggregatdevel.

Secondey preventbn usestechngues, focusingon a risk situaion
such asyouthswho aredroppingout of school orgettinginvolved in gangs It
targetssocial progammes and law erforcement at neighbowhoods ,where
crime rates aréhigh. Fogrammesthatarefocusedon youthsat risk have been

shownto signficanty reducecrime.
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Tertiary prevention is used after a crime has occurredin order to
prevent successive incidents. Such measures can be sen in the

implementtion of newsecurty policies.

3.2TYPESOF CRIME PREVENTION

Crime preventn canbe broken downnto people,placeandsituaton-
orientedstrateges. The peopleoriented streegy is usualy known asii ¢nme
PreventionThrough Social Developmerntd CPSD. Place-oriented strategiesare
known as Crime Prevention Through Environmental DesigriCPTED. When
combined with situaional appro@&hes, tlese strategiesform a holistic and
effectivecrime prevention package.
1. CRIME PREVENTION THROUGH SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Crime prevention through social develgpment (CPSD) involves long
term, integrated aabns that deal with the root causesof crime. Its aim is to
reducerisk factorsthat start people,partiaulady children and youth, on the
roadto crime and to build protedive factorsthat may mitigatethoserisks. The
risk factorsassociatedvith criminal involvement are also relaied to many
other socal prodems, suchas child abuse and negle¢, drug and alcohol
misuse, schal failure, teenagepregnacy and unemployment. So when
peopleand Organizatons work to preventcrime they are also working to
make our communitieshealhy, sde and sugainablein many respects. It is
believedthat until something realistic is done about poverty, ignoranceand
disease which starethe averageman on the face in most families in the
developing socieés,therecanbe no crime control measurethatwill succed
in theseplaces.This is why Tamimu (2003) hasavered that crime suchas
theft, arson, kidngpping, robberes, burglary, etc is rapidly increasing and
beamming majorproblems of develgmerntal processn Nigeria.
CPSDProgramming
1. At the primary level, crime prevention refersto universal, population-

basedprogrammes suchas public educaitonandhedthcare.
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2. At the secondey level, crime preverion refers to programmeghat
target those at higher risk for criminal activity. This level would include
programs for youth at risk of learning sclhool and parening programs for
high-risk parents.

3. At the tertiary level, crime prewention refers to rehabilitationand
supervison programmesfor offenderdo reducere-off ending.

(2) CRIME PREVENTION THROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL
DESIGN.

Crime preventon through Environmental Design (CPTED) is aboutthe
placesand things, the i b uenvircnme nt 0 canhbe either targetsof
criminal activity or the locationwherecrime takesplace.The proper design,
effectiveuseand maintenanceof the built enMronmentcanlead to areduction
in theincidenceandfear of crime and animprovementin qualiy of life.

CPTED s basedon the premise that much crime is oppatunistic and
contextual.Inadvereéntly, nuisanceand criminal behaviarr can be facilitated
by poorly planned and designedspace, leading to actual opporiunities for
crime.

There are four key CPTED designprinciples:
Naturalaccess contol-design
Naturalsurveillancedesign

Territoriality-design

w0 P

Maintenane-Enharcement
(3) SITUATIONAL CRIME PREVENTION

It looks at patticular circumstanes in which peopleinteractwith one
another and with the built envirooment, identifies particdady risk
combinationsandlooks for solutionsspecifiesto thosesituations.

According to criminologists, Ronald Clarke and Ross Homel, crime
preventiorntacticsusedtoday genedlly fall in oneof five categories:
a) Increasingthe efforts requiredto commit a crime, making it less

attractive.

b) Increasingherisk of beingcaught
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¢) Reducinghe potential rewardsof crime
d) Reducingorovocatonsandtemptations

e) Removingexcuseg$or committing crime.

Crime prevenion can be achievedby redudng the opportunites peoplehave
to commit partiaular crimes, a practice known assituatonal crime prevention.
Situationalcrime prevention was first popuarizedin the USA in the eaty

1 9 7 @y @scarNewman, who coined the term defensible spaceC. Ray
Jefery wrote Crime preventon through Environmental Demgn, which
extendedNewma n 6osceptsand appliedthem to nonresidenital areassuch

asschoolsandfactores.

3.30PPORTUNITY THEORY OF CRIME PREVENTION

For people to commit a crime, they must havehe opportunity to do so.
Thus, many appro@hes to crime reduction are basedon prevenion or the
attempt to reduceopportunities.

Many recent prevention progammes areguided by approachto crime
called opporunity theory.  Lawrence Cohen and Marcus Feson (1979)
recognizedhatfor a crime to ocar requiresthreethings. They condudedthat
the volume and distibution of predatoy crime (violent crimes againsta
personand crimesin which an off enderattanpts to stealan object directy)
areclosdy related to the interadion of threevariablesthat reflect the routine
activities.

1. The availabilty of suitabletargets,such as homes contaning easly
salablegoods.

2. The absege of camble guardans, such as police, home owners,
neighborsfriendsandrelatives.

3. The presenceof motivated offenderssuch as a large number of
unemployed teenag@rs.

The presencef eachof thesecomponentsincreaseshe likelihoodthat
a predatoy crime will take place.Targetsare more likely to be victimized if

they engagen risky behavioursarepooily guardedandareexposedto alarge
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group of motivated offenders such as substancesbusing young men,
unemployed aduls.

Other proponents of opportunty theay have demonstrated the
increasedpportunitesfor crime causeddy changesn the structureof Urban
neighborlmods. Maly new  house designsseek to increaseprivacy and
inadverteniy greaty decreasethe ability of respondets to note suspicious
persongor circumstarcesandthus protect one anotherfrom bewming victims
of crime (Taylor etal, 1980).

3.4POLICE PREVENTIVE METHODS

Preventivemeasues are often adoptedby the police to forestallthe
opportunty or avewue for committingcrime. Thisis in appreciatiorf the fact
that it is cheaper toprevent cime than to detect. The costin human and
propety that may be lost on an unpreverngd crime could in most casesbe
irreparable, andmay well affect the reputationof the police force as an
effectiveinstrument of law erforcement. So the police haveadoptedproactve
measuredo curtailcrime.

According to Rugbere (2004). The following are police prewentive
methods.

a. Patrolmotorized,foot, aerial, seaand border patrolsincluding use of
forceanimals.

b. Surveillanceof buildingsandsuspectedcriminals.

c. Cultivation of informants andintelligence gathering on criminal
individuds, associas including receivers of loots, operatonal
hideoutstargets,activities,modeof operatims anddisposalof loots.

d. Dewy methods.

e. Incognitooperatians
Raidingof criminal hideouts

g. Arrestandquizzingof suspectedriminals
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h. Timely cheds on piecesof informationon suspectsandlikelihood of
commission of acrime.

I. Policepubic cooperation (community policing)

j. Inter-servicecooperdéon/Agercty cooperéon

k. Stimulation of cime situations.

3.5MEASURESTO PREVENT CRIME

1. It includes the installation of bars and locks and burglar alaam on
doorsandwindows and usesof spotlights.
Licensingof useof fire arms,dogs, caryingof mace.
Neighbohoodwatchesorganizatbn
Odua.Peple.Comgresswatch
Vigilantegroup

Policesuweillance

N o o bk~ WD

StartalizeCamerawatch

4.0 CONCLUSION

If a crime is rational and pe@le chooseto commit it then it follows
that there should be appropriatemeasureto control and prevent crime in
socidy. Hence crime preventionhas beenimportantissuesconcening both
the citizen and government. Many diff erentways have been devised andthis
has beencausng searity expetise to ask more questions on the ways to
improvemeansof cimepreventia.
5.0 SUMMARY

This Unit hasexamined the main elemerts in the preventon of crime
and control. This Unit first exploredthe definition of crime prevention and
types of crime prevention. The Unit then focusedon opporunity theay of
crime preventio. Finally, pdice preventon methods was addressed ad
measuresof crime preventionwasoff ered.
6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

Whatarethe stepsaken to preventcrimein Nigeria?
7.0 REFERENCES FURTHER READING
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In orderto understnd crime, it would be uséul to havesame ideasof
thefrequemry with whichit occurs aswell as irformation aboutother
surroundig circumstance.lt is clearly preferableto havereliabledata on
thesequestonsthan to rdy on purespecudation.

In this unit, consderatonwill be giverto statsticaboutcrime,its
major sourcesand both advantagsandproblemscorfrontedin compiling
crime statstics.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At theendof thisUnit, you shoud bealeto:

Explaincrimestatstics

Explaincrimestatstics concepts

Discusghe costof crimein Nigeria

Mentionthe usesof crime statistcs

List thesourcesof crimestatisticsandprocessof compilation.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 CRIME STATISTICS

Statisticsis the mathematics of the collecion, organzationandinterpretation
of numerical data especialy, the andysis of population charactestics by
inferencefrom sampling (Morris 1971). Crime statistcs is the collection,
organizationand interpretationof crime acivities in a county as given by
govenment agecies such as police, prison, cours, National Drug Law
Enforcement. Agercy (NDLEA), Cugoms, Immigration,IndependentCorrupt
Practicesand other related offences conmission (ICPC), Economic and
FinancialCrimes Commission(EFCC), Feceral RoadSédety Corps. (FRSC),
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National Agency for the Prohibition of Traffic in Prisons (NAPTIP) etc.
Crime statigics is expressedn numerical terms and often tabulatedglassfied
andandyzed,in orderto estabishrelationship betweeror amongthe classes
of offencegecorded.

According to Soyombo (1999), crime statstics has various souces
suchasthe informal source (mediareports,victim surwey andsef-report) and
the formal (the police, the courtsandthe prisons). Thepolice recad, despite
notedinadequaies,still standsout asthe bestsourceof information on crime
statistics.Thereis gross underestmationsof the actualredity of crime in the
county.
3.2CRIME RATE

A crime rate is expressed ashe number of crimes per unit of
population orsome other base.Crime ratesare usedinstead of total numbers
becauséhey aremore comparable.

A varigy of factorsindirecty, related to crime can aff ect crime rates.
For example, burglary rates might increae, not becausethere are more
burglaries, butbeause more things are insured and insurancecompanies
requirepolice repots beforethey will reimbursetheir palicy holders.

Crime statsticsis of greatsignificance,not only for thosewho study
crime or work in the criminal justice system, but alsofor politicians,the mass
media andthegenedl public.

Crime rates are calcdatedby dividing the numberof repored crimes
by the number of peope in the county andthenexpresing the resultas arate
of crimesper 100000 people.

Reportectrimes x 100,000

Populaton

Crime rates, rather than the absolute omber of crimes, are the
appropriatemeasurefor comparing countries,statesor cities. Criminologids
often focus on crime ratesrather than examining andexplaning eachand

evay criminal act. They look at ratesof crime and seek explanation for
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variationsin crime rates amongdiff erentsocal groups.
Thecrimerateis equal to the product of prevdenceandincidence.
Crimerate = offenses X offenses

populdion offender:

3.3 DARK FIGURE OF CRIME: It refersto the number of crimes not
officially recordedby thepolice.

3.4 CRIME INDEX: It is an edimate of crimes committed or record of
crimes such as offences known to the police, arrests, convctions or
commitmentsto prison.

It has beenfound that no index or estimate of crimes can actually
measureamountof crime. The indexesor estimatesvary indepeulently of the
true amount of crime. It varies with changes in police pracice, court
policie,and publicopinion. The bestindex of crime althoughnot accurateis
offensesknownto thepolice. Thereasonwhy it is notaccuete measure of the
true amount of crimeis that many victims donot reportall the crimesto the
police hencethe number of offences knowrto the police is always much
smallerthan he numberof crime adualy committed.

Thereare many reasons for the nonrepating of crimesby the victims.
Theseaccadingto BohnandHaley (2006), are

1. Victims may consderthecrime insignificantand not worth repoting.

2. They may hopeto avoid embarassingthe offender,who may be a
relative,school friendor fellow employee

3. They may wish to avoid the publicity that might result if the crime
wererepored.

4. They might have agreed to the crime, as in gambling off ensesand
some sex.al offenses.

5. They may wish to avoid the inconvenernce of calling the police,

(filling outareport,appearingin courtandso on).

6. They may be intimatedby (or afraid of ) theoffender.
7. They may (dislike) the police or (be) oppo®d to punitive policies of
thelegalsystem.
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8. They may feelthatthe policearesoinefficientthatthey will be unale
to catchthe off enderevenif the offenceis reported.
Otherreasonsvhy the indexis much smaller thanthe actualnumber
of crimes.

1. Policedisaetionay attitude

2. Thewaysin which crimesarecounted

3.5A STATUS OFFENCE

It is an actthatis illegal if a juvenile conmits it but would not be a
crimeif it is committedby anadul. For example,truarcy.
3.6CRIME INDEX OFFENSESCLEARED

It is a roughindex of police peformancein solving crimes. It is the
number of offencesfor which at leastone personhasbeenarrestedcharged
with the commissionof the offense,andtaking to the cout for prosecution.
Annualy, policeareable to clearcertain perentageof all indexoffenses.
3.7COST OF CRIME

Costof crime in Nigeria is very difficult to be edimatedbecase of
inadequate crime statstics from govenment securty agencies.The costsof
crime includes lossesfrom propety theft, cashloses,medica expeises,and
income lostfrom work becauseof injuries, police and court related activities
or time spentrepairing or replacing popety. It doesnot include the cost of
criminal justice process, increasedinsurarce premiums, curity devices
boughtfor protection,lossesto businesesor corporate ame. (Bohm and
Haley 2006).
3.8PREVALE NCE OF CRIME

This refersto the proportion of a populaton that commits crime in a
giventime. It is measired by dividing the number of offenderdoy the size of
thepopuldions

= No. of offenders

Populaton
3.9INCIDENCE
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It is the frequermry with which off enderscommit crime, or the avelage
number of offensesper offender.It is measired by dividing the number of
offensesy thenumberof offenders.

= offenses
Offenders

3.10USESOF CRIME STATISTICS

1. Crime statistcs can form the basisof scientfic theoriesof criminal
behaviour.

2. Crime statsticsis a specific instumentfor measuementof crime and

delinquemy.
3. Crime statistcs is used to measire or to know the volume, the

characteandthe patternof crime.

4, It canbe usedto know the erforceabilty of the varioustypesof legal
norms.
5. It canbe used to know the measuement ofeff ectiveandefficiency of

law- erforcementagenciesuchasprison,courtand police.
6. Crime statistcs can help us to know the characteristicsof the
populationandthe involvementin crime.
7. Costof crime canbe deteeminedwith helpof crime statstics.
8. Crime statigics help to know the exteris in which the freedbm to
movement, to life and propety are impaired or redricted by the criminal
activities.
3.11SOURCESOF CRIME STATI STICS

Basicaly, thereare two sourcesof crime statistics. Theseare official
crime statstics andunofficial crime statistcs.
OFFICI AL CRIME STATISTICS

Official crime staistics are records of crime derived from the
govenmentagerties.|n some instances,theserecordsare collected,compiled
andandyzedby governmentagerties.

Official sourcesof crime statstics in Nigena include Police recad,

Prosecutas record, Court record, Prison record, National Drug Law
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Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) record,Customsrecord,mmigration record,
FederalRoadsdety corps (FRSC)reaord, Independent Coupt Pradicesand
other Related off encesCommission (ICPC), Ecoromic and Finandal Crimes
Commission (EFCC), Censuglata,National Agercy for Prohibitionof Traffic
in PersongNAPTIP)record.

SOURCESOF UNOFFICIAL CRIME STATISTICS
1. Victim-surveys
2. Sef-reportstudies
3. Directobsevations

4.0 CONCLUSION

Crime staistic is important becaise of its usefulness inmeasiring the
amountand trendsof criminal actvity. How much crime occursannualy?
Who commits it? When andwheredoesit occur?Which crimesare the most
serious?

The study of criminal statistts is also crucial aspect of the
criminological enterpise, becausewithout valid and reliable data sources,
effortsto conductresearch on crime andcreatecriminologica theories would
befutile.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this Unit, we havebeenableto expldn in detail crime statstics,and
its major sources. You also leamed some crime statigic conaepts such as
crime rate,dark figure of crime, statusoffense, dime index off ences cleared,
andcostof crime. Usesof crime statisticswere alsoitemized.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT
Whatareusdulnessof crime statstic to Criminal JusticeSystem.
7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
Morris, W (1971), The American HeritageDictionary of the England

languageNew York, AmericanHeritagePublishing Co, Inc.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Criminology like othersocialsciences discinesgathersandandyzes
empirical datain order to understand, expln and predict human behavior
especidly as it relakes to crime. In order to achievethese goals, the
criminologistshave to understanthe basc method<f research.
A criminologist is required to (a) gatherfacts(2) write report(3) arrive at
reasonableonclusonand(4) adviseespedcally on policy issues.
Theability to cary outthesefunctionscleaty dependsto alargeextentonan
understaniohg of methodsof research.
The unit introducesyou to the way in which criminologists gathewalid and
reliable information regardingcrime, criminals, victims, adudicaton process
andpreventonof crime.
2.0 OBJECTIVES
At theendof this unit you shoud beableto
I Explainbiographi@ methodsof research,
! Discusscohortstudies
I Explainsuvey reserch method
I Differentiataliff erenttypes of expermentl studies
I Explainobservaton and its dimensions.

I Analysisbothofficial andundficial records

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 BIOGRAPHIES

A biography is the study of experienceof a single offender. A
biographicalmethod revealsthe needsand motivations of the offender,the

way that commitmentto the law is redwed, the way that criminal skills are
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learnt, the obstates encountered inpursuing legitimate caeers and
illegitimate lifedyles, the patternof criminal activity over a lifeime andthe
consequerss of contract with the criminal justice system. (Corklin 2007).

A biogragphy is a detiled, first-handreport of the inner expeience of
individuds with referenceto the way in which they describe,interpret and
comprehendthe world aroundthem (Sclurik 1988). Biographes have been
used by many sodal scientists.For example, Parkand Burgress usedthe
biographicaimethodaseaty asthe 1920sin their researctamong the deviant
juveniles.Edwin Suher | a 1(183@)salso make use of Biographtcal method
to study i C IConwell6 a professionathief who recowuntedhis life of crimein
greatdetaik.

The following doauments areusdul in biogragy: court recods,
minutes, contracts, correspondeces, memoranda, notes, memoirs, diaries,
autobiograhies. It is referred to as basic doaument. Biography can be a
recordof entirelife of our offenderor it can bearecord of only a part of or a
theme from the life of an individud. Mosty, biographies are recorded on
tapesandthentranscribedin partor in full (Schurink1990).

Functionsof Biographes:

1. Biographes aredireckd by theay and oftengivesriseto anewtheay.

It can also be usedto examine existing theories. For example, it hasbeen

usdul in the caseof varioustheoriesof sogalization,socidy reacton theaies

andthecortrol theories(Schurink1988).

2. Biographes aresuitable for exposinghe corfusion,contradi¢cionsand
ambiguites embeddedn human behaviour.

3. It enableghe reseacherto reviewtheindivid u alifednsits totality. It

focuseson more thanjustthe deviantor criminal behaviar of the particular

individual.

4, It can yield hypotheses that can be teded on larger samples of

offenders.

Problems of Biographical Method:
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1. The study of an offendermay not be representative of otheroff endes.
For instance,separdang an offe n d eexp@rgences intdhose that are
idiosyncrdic and  thosethat are common to other offendersis a difficult
taskthatrequiresmore information than can be provided by one
crimi n ablograghy. It is howe\er, thus the very abs&ce of the meansfor
generalizabn thatmade otherscientistssusprious  of themethod.
2. Offenders sometimes distort their expeiences due to (i) Facuty
memories(ii) Viewing the past in the light of their presentcircumstance (ii)
To glorify andromantcizethemsdves.
3. Some pele believe that biogrgphiesare without a theoretical basis
andtherdoreunscientific.

STRATEGIES TO OVERCOME PROBLEMS

In order to couneract the problems dscused above,the following
strategiesre usedby researchersn genera{Sdurink 1988).
1. Auto criticism. The validity of the constucted biogrphy can be
checkeddy thesulject.
2. Comparism. The paticular biograpgy can be compared with similar
writtensaurces.
3. Official records. It can be usedto verify factual datasuchas dates of
birth, marital recads,high schoolanduniversty qualification.
4. Informants. Other personswho find themsdvesin the same position
asthe subjectof the study (or personswho know him or her well) can be
guestioned.
3.2 COHORT STUDY

Cohort study, as a method of reseach, was develogd by
demograplers and applied primarily to the study of fertility. The most
common type of cohat andysis usesagegroups (bith cohorts) for example
five or tenyeaits agebands.It refersto any study in whichthereare measures
of same characgristics of one or more cohats at regular intervalsafter the

defining event.
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Cohort study, as a researchmethod, is aso usdul in criminology. It
involves observng a group of pemle who sharea like characteistic over
time. In otherwords, cohortresearchs done by using a categoy of people
who had the same experiences inlife over a specfic period of time. The
emphasisis on cohort or categoy and not on the speific individual. For
example, researcheramay study a group of juvenile born in 2000 and then
follow their behaviourpatternsfor twenty years. The research da might
include ther schaml experiences,arrests, hospitalizatons, andinformation
abouttheir family life (divorces,parentalrelations). Data coud be collected
directy from the subgcts or without their knowledgei from schwls, police
andothersources.

Theideal way to cary out a cohortstudy is to beginto collect dataat
an eaty age for the member of a cohort and then follow them through
adolescencandinto adulthood.

In cohort studies, criminologists frequenlty investigde recods of
social organizéions, suchas Hospitak, Schools, Welfare deprtment or
Courts,Police departments. Apartfrom official records,criminologists make
use of questionnaiesto measureviolations of the law. Interviews could be
conductegeriodicdly to measurechangesn anindividu a Isadiad situation.

Wolfgang,Thornkerry andFigho, (1987), studiedof the experenceof
some of boys as aduts They looked at the characteristicghat distinguished
the boyswho had contactwith the policefrom boys and who hadnot.
BENEFITSOR ADVANTAGESOF COHORT STUDY.

Some criminologids believethat sucha long-term cohortstudy would
yield information on the causes otriminal behaviourandthe developmentof
criminal careerghat one cannotget from other kinds of studies(Farrigntan,
Ohlin andWilson 1985).

Disadvantagesof Cohort Study
1. They areexpensiveto conducbecausethey takesolongto complete.

2. Cohortstudiescould affecttheir normal processof growing up of the

group.
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3. It is extremely difficult and time consuming to follow a cohort
overime.
3.3 SURVEY

A sunwy is a methodof acquiringknowledge aboutthe charaterigics
or facts and figures, of samething or somebaly, some groups of things,
personor places.lIt is designedfor collection of information from a cross
sectionof a popuation ona defined supject matter within a given period of
time. The surwy intends to detemine qualitatve and quantitative
characteristis abouta populaton or universe which may be used for the
purposeof drawingconclusionaboutthe populationitself.

Sunwy researcherdirst review the publishedliteratureon the topic in
which they are interested, thendewelop hypothesesaboutrelationships among
a set of variables,define those variables in preciseand measurable terms,
write and pretest questiomaires, slect samples, administer the
guestionnaes,gaherthedataandandyzeand presentheir findings.

Most of criminologicd surweys are basedon written questionnares.
The term suvey is therdore not necessaly synonymous questionnaire
suney sinceother method of datacollectionsuchinterview; obsewation etc
may be employedin a surwy.

Sampling is the foundationupon which suwey is based.Sampling is
referredto the processof selectingfor studying alimited numberof subjects
who are repregntative of entire groupssharng similar characteristcs called
populatian.

The information coleaed from the sampleor the selectedesponénts
would form the basicfor making generéizationsaboutthe total populationon
the subjectunder investigation.In order to make valid generalizéions, the
investigabr mustunderstandthe procedurefor drawing the sample from the
total popuiation. The criminolog stshaveto ensurethatthe sample represents,
to a high degree the populationfrom which it hasbeen dravn. The guiding
principleis that the researcher mustry to minimize biasthat may creepinto

theselecton proceadure (Akinkoye 1994). For example, a criminologist
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may wish to interview a sample of 500 commercial drivers drawnfrom the
populationof more than 3 million driversin Lagos Stateto determine the
effect of drugs on drivers. If the samples are cardully seleced, it will
representharacterisics of theentirepopulationof driversin Lagos State.

Thereare many typesof surwey method usedby criminologistssuch as
sef-reportsurwey, victimizationsurvey, crosssectionakurvey.
A. Victimization Survey

Thefirst effort to measure crime by surveying members ofhouseholds
was carried out in 1720 in Denmark. (Gonklin, 2007). The victimization
surwey methodis a form of datacollectionthat requiresthe researber asking
the peopleto descibe their experiencesas crime victim, National Crime
Victimizaton Suney (NCVS) sporsored by the Federal Government of
United Statesis good example of victimization surwy method. People are
askedto report their victimization experigces such as rape, sexwa assault,
robber,assult, theft, householdurglary and motor vehicle theft.

Victimizaton suneys have uncovereda substantialdark figure, the
number of crimes that actualy occur but are not recorded.The dark figure
existsfor many reasms, especidly the failure of victims to reportcrimes and

thefailureof thepoliceto recordall thereportedcrime.

Methodological Problemswith Victi mization Surveys.

1. Over repoting due to victims @nterpretéion of events.For example,
lostof propety (a walet) may bereportedas stolen.

2. It doesnot provide a complete and balanced picture of crime. For
instancejt hasnot been usedto measuravhite-collar crime, orgaireedcrime,
victimlesscrimeor information on offenders.

3. Under reporting due to the embarrasment of reporting crime to
interviewes, fearof gettingin troubleor amply forgettng anincident.

4. Sample erors, which producea group of respondets who do not
representhe nationasawhole.

B. SELF-REPORT SURVEY
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Sef-report surey is another researchtechnique for collecion of
information by criminologists. According to Conkiin (2007, Austin
Portefi e | dOd6ywagtHe first researcheto usesurwey methodsto gather
sef-reportednformationaboutinvolvementin crime anddelinquercy.

Self reportstudies cofirm the concluson of victimizationsurveys that
the dark figure or hidden amount of crime is large. Most sef-report studies
focuseson juvenile delinquermy and youth crime. They are also used to
examine the offence histories of prison inmates, drug users and other
sgmentsof the popuktion. Thestrengthsof sef-reportsurweys are that they
include nonreported crimes, substanceabuse and offe n d e persahal
information.

MethodologicalProblemswith SelfReport Studies.

1. Thequestionnaesusd in the studiessometmes lack validity, thatis
they donot accuratéy measure the amount of crime that respondets have
committed.

2. Self report studies have been criticized for using sdwool or
neighborlmod samples that fail to include officially labeled, chronic
delinquens.

3. Another problem with sef-report studiesis the way they have been
carriedout. The use of many different sdlreport questionnairesby lay
researchersieanghat theirresultsareoftennot comparale.

4, Critics of sef-reportstudiesfrequenity suggest that it is unreasondle
toexpect  peopleto candidy admit illegalacts. This is especidly true of
thosewith official recordswho may be engagingin themostcriminality.

5. Theras evidencethat reportingaccuray differsamong racial, ethric
andgender groups.

ADVAN TAGES OF SURVEY RESEARCH

1. Sunweys are excelent and cost eff ective tedhnique for measumg the

characteristisof largenumbersof people.



62

2. Uniformity is undfected by the perceptions or bias of the person
gatheringthe data becausequestions and methods are standardizedfor all
subjects.

EXPERIMENT

Expeimens are controlled studies in which people are treaed in

differentwaysto determinethe eff ectson ther attitudesand behaviour.
It is the ideal desgn for scientfic researchbecauseit best provides
researchersvith daa that enablethem to acceptor reject a hypothesis.To
conductexperimental researchcriminologists manipulée or intervene in the
lives of theirsubjects to seethe outcome or the effectof theintervertion.

In an experment, researcherswork with two groupsthat are identcal
in all relevant regects through a prooess of randm assgnment. True
expermentsusualy have theseelements:

(@) Randm selectionof subjects

(b)  Theexpermentalgroup

(c)  Thecontrolgroup

(d)  Anexpermentalcondition.

The expermental andcontrol groups arethen comparedto seeif they differin
relationto the depencent variableandthe hypothesis, sting the relationship
of the two variable is corfirmed or rejeded. It is also equaly used to
demonstratehata cause or eff ectrelationshipexistsbetwweenvariables.

Kendell (2003) statedhatthreecondiionsmustbe fulfilled in orderto
showthata changen onevariablecausesa changein andher.

(1) Youmustshowthata correlationexistsbeweenthetwo variables

(2) You must ensure that the indepaxdent variable precdes the
independenvariabk.

3) You must make surethat any changein the dependent w@ableis not
duetoan  extraneousariable.

For example, a criminologist may follow a group of kids who were
abusedand comparethemwith anothergroup who wereneverabusedin order

to discoverif the abusedkids were more likely to bemme violent teens.
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Another good example, of experment tested the impact on ex-convicts
criminal belaviour when financial assistanoc&asprovided to them after their
releasdromprison.

Strengthsof Experiments.
1. Researcherdiave control over the environment and the ability to
isolatethe expelimental variable.
2. It savesmoney and time snce experment can beconductedwith
limited numbersof subjects.
3. It is possible for reseachers toreplicatean expelimentsseveraltimes
by using diff erentgroupsof subject.
Weaknessesof Experiments
1. Researchersave no control over unexeded intrusions that may
reduce or degroy the effectiveness ofthe changs they make in the
independentariabk.
2. They aredifficult andexpensiveto condut.
3. Thereis problem of reactivty i the tendency of subjectsto change
their behavour in responseto the researcter or to the fact that they know
they arebeing studed.
3.5 OBSERVATI ON

In the observatioral researchdesign, the researchersystematically
observesbehavious, eventsand the contexts surronding the events and
behaviours.

Thereare threebasickinds of observations: Naturalisticobservaon,
Participanbbservéion andContivedobsenation.
(1) Whenareseacherobserves andecordsbehaviour in a setting without
interveningin any way. It is called nauralisic obseretion or non-participant
observatio. A naural settingis one in which behaviar ordinarily occurs
thathasnot beenarrangedin any way for the purposeof recordingbehaviour.
In a naturalistic observation researchrs try to be as inconspicuous and
unobtrusve as possble, passvely recording whateveroccurs.(Gravelter and

Forzana2003). For example, studying the behaviourof protestersn ariot.
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(2) In ParticipantObsenation studies,researclers actualy partiapatein
the situaton or setingwhich they are observing. Paricipantobsewationcan
be overt,in thatthe researcher i®asly iderntified andthe subjectsknow that
they are being observed It canalso be covert, in which casethe researcher
disguisediis or heridentity andactsjust like any of the otherparticipants.For
example, a reseachermay feignin prostitution in orderto gaininsight to the
behaviouof theprostitutes.

A great example of participant obsevation is Rosenhad s 978) 1

researchinvedigating the experience ofmental patientsand paientstef
interactions inpsychiatric hospital. One important advantageof participant
observatiorallows resarcherdo obseve behavioursthatarenot uswally open
to scientfic observation. The disadvanage is that the research gets
information thatarenathertestablenor accessible to outsideobserveaion.
(83) The third type of observationis called contrived observaton or
structuredobservatin. It is observation ofbehaviourin setings arranged
specfically for obseving and recordng behaviour. Often such studies are
conductedn labordory settings.

An adwantage of contrived observaton over both naural and
participantobservaion is that thereis no waiting for behaviourto occur, the
researchemakesthem occurby seting up the environment in such away that
they aremore likely to occur.

3.6 ANALY SIS OF OFFICIAL AND UNOFFICIAL RECORDS

Analysesof official andundficial recordsarereferredto assecondsy
andysis. It is a reseath method in which a researcheutilizes data collected
by others.Not all researchrequires invedigators tocallect ther own data
persondly.

In order to understad more abaut the naure and extent of crime,
criminologists may use the recordsof government agenciesuch as police
depatment, prisons and courts. Thesebodies of information amassedby
other pe@le are often extremely important to criminologists. Many Federal

Govenment Agencies such as National Population Commission (NPC),
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National Drug Law Enforcement Agercy (NDLEA), Federal office of
statistics, ICPC, Economic and Financial Crime Commision ( EFCC) etc
gatherandpublishvarouskindsof valuablereports.

Many problems of criminal activities problems canbe answeed more
easly by drawing on the resouces of library than by undertakinga special
field research.

Unoafficial recordsof crimes havealsoprovedusédul to criminologists.
ADVAN TAGES
1. Using availeble data savesresearches time andmoney, especaly
criminologistswith low budgets.

2. Sometimes, the quality of goveinment datais generdly beter than
whateverwell-fundedresearchersould hopeto obtainon their own.
DISADVANTAGES

1. Availabledatamay not existin preasdy theform theresearchr might
wish.

2. Comparion is difficult to do with official data becausevarious
agenciesise differingproceduresnd categoriesn collecting data.

3. Using second hand data is a little like shqoping for a usedcar with
attendancef problems.

4.0 CONCLUSION

If you agreedon the definition of criminology asa systematic study of
crime andcriminal behaviour inthe socidy, theremust be ways in which this
is done.Criminologigs useresarch methodsjustlike othersocial scientiststo
study crime. Thereis no best method of research,it depemls on what the
researchewantsto study, hisfinancialahkility andthedurationof the study.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has focusd on resarch methods. It mentions various
researchmethals use by criminology to gaher information that will shed
light on criminal behaviour. These include surwys, cohort studies,

experments, obsevatons,official recordstudiesandbiographes.



66

With above information, andafter studentsave gonethrough this unit,
to cary out researchbecomesaneasy task.
6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

List the methodsof studying crime anddiscuss any two of them.
7.0 Reference#urther readings.
- Scott and Marshall (2005), Oxford dictionay of sociolayy, Oxford,
Oxford Universty Press.
- Akinloye (1994) in Otitte (1994) Scciology Theay and Applied,
Ikeja, Malthouse Presd.td.
- Kendell, D (2003), Sociolggy in our times Bemont,
WadawortihThomson Learning.
- Conklin J. E. (2007) Criminology Bosion PearsonEducdion, Inc.
- Siegel,L. J(2006)Criminology Belmount Thomson Wadswoth.
- GravetterF. J. and Forzamo L. B. (2003)Researchmethodsfor the

behaviour science8elmount,WadsworthThomsonLearning.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

As with all scientfic fields,criminology is a systematic processof
discovey. Commencing with anhypothesis, whichidedly, is derived froma
theay. A theay is ameregeneraktatement(or a setof staements)that
explainsmany diff erentfactsby referenceo undetying principlesand
relationshps.(McGeel980). The Criminologistsbring their persanal beliefs
andbackgroundsto bear whenthey study criminalbehavior. Thereare
diversetheoriesof crime causain.

In this Unit, you shalllearnwhatis theay, classicaltheay, Neo-
classicabndPositvist Criminology.
2.0 OBJECTIVES
At theendof thisUnit, you shoud bealdeto (a) definetheay, (b) Explain
classicakheory, (b) discusshe Neo-classical theay of crime, (d) explain
positivisttheay.
3.0 MAIN CONTENTS
3.1 THEORY

A theay is asystem of relateddeasthatenable oneto explain and
predictcertan pheromenaA theay assimesthe principle of causabn;an
explanatiorseekdo establishtherelationof causeandeff ectwith a stated
degreeof certainty. A theay is judgedby its explanatay power,by the
richnesf its predctions,theirlevelsof interestand accuacy. (Wil mot
1985)
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A scientfic theay has universalkelevancen itsasserin of
interconnetion between two or morevariables or socialevents.lt is nota
staementabouta particularsocialpheromenon, or a staementabout a
particularsocial phenomenon.It isauniversdly applicalde staementthatcan
betestedby deductonsfroma paricularsocial pheromenonor statement.

Equaly, atheay is auséul for scientfic studybecausét definesthe
kind of datato be collectedandprovidesthe conceptuaframeworkfor
classfying andandyzingpheromenaA theay providesgeneralzationsand
predictionsbasedn observedfacts(Ottite and Ogionwo 2001).

A theay of crime attemptsto explainwhy or howa certan thing or a
certainthingsarerelated to criminal behavour. For example,sometheories
assimethatacrimeis partof humanmatue,thatsome humanbeingsareborn
evil. In thosetheoiies,humannatre is examinedin relaionto crime. Other
theoriesassumethat crimeis caugd by biologicalthings,psychdogical
things,saciological things,ecoromic thingsor some combinatonsof all four
kindsof things.

Theorieson criminology are importantbeause mostof whatis donein
criminal justiceis based onit..BohnandHaley (2005)arguesthatfailureto
understandhetheoretical basisof criminal justicepoliciesleadsto at least
two underdesirableconsequencesirst, if criminaljusticepolicy makersdo
notknowthetheay or theorieonwhichtheir proposegoliciesare based,
thenthey will beunawvareof theproblemsthat arelikely to undeminethe
succes®f thepolicies Secondgriminaljustice policiesinvarialdy intrudeon
p e o plove(foreexample, pemle arearrestedandimprisoned.l f peopl ed s
lives aregoingto be disruptedoy criminal justice policies, it seemsonly fair
thattherebe vey good reasongor thedisruption.

Theoriesof crime have beeninfluencedoy the philosophical, pdlitical,
ecoromic, social and scientific trendsof thetime.

3.2 CLASSICAL THEORY

Classicatheay is aproductof the Enlightenment periodor the age of

reasona period of history thatbeganin the late 1500sand lasteduntl thelate
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1700s.Theenlightenmentthinkersrejectedhe beliefthateitherthe natureof
theworld or thebehaviour of thepeoplein its wasdivinely ordanedor
predetemined. Instead, they believedthatindividual criminalsengagein a
proces®f rationalcal culativededsionmaking in choosng how to commit
crime. Thisview is urder spinnedby two further assimptions.First those
individuds havefreewill or theability to chaseany couseof action,for
whichthey arecompletely resposible. Secand, humanbehaviair was
considerednotivaied by ahedonsticratondity in which a personweighs
the potental pleaswue of anactionagainsthe possiblepain ass@iated with it.
In thatview, human beingscommit crime becausethey rationally cdculate
thatthecrimewill give them morepleasureghanpain.

Thesddeas,n theirinitial formulation, were importantin thatthey
shiftedattentiontowardspunishngthe off ensive behavour ratherthan
punishingtheindividual &axialor physical characteristicsn andof
themselvesThis shift consequethy hadan emrmousinfluenceon changing
attitudegowardspunishmentandtowardsthe purposeof thelaw and thelegal
system.

Classicakriminology wasconcenedwith protectingthe rights of
humankind fromthe corruptionand excessesof theexistinglegalinstitutions.
Horrible and severegpunishmentswerecommon bothbeforeandduringthe
enlightexment.

Classicaldeasabout crime andpunishment can befoundin theworks
of anumberof differentwriters. Thewritingsof CesardBaccaria(17381
1794)andJelemy Bertham (17481832),however,wereespecialy
influential.

Beccariapneof thebestknownof theclasscal criminologists,wrote
andpublishedarmonymoudy in 1764 histruly revolutionay work. An essy in
crime andpunishment(Die Delittie delle Pere). Thebodks aregenerally
acknowlededto have hadanenamouspracicalinfluenceonthe
establiimentof a more humanesystem of criminallaw and procedure (Bohn
andHaley 2002).
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Beccarigoroposedwhat we now call classcaltheay of criminology. He
argueghattheonly justified rationalefor lawsandpunishmentis basedn the
following principles.

1. The prin ciple of utili ty. Thatis, thegreaest happinessharedy the
greateshumber.It meansthatthe policy or law shouldbe usdul to large
numberof peoplein the socidy.

2. Socialcontract. T he exponentsf thesocialcontracttheory are
Hooker(1554- 1600), ThomasHobbeq1588 1679)Jahn Locke (1632-1704)
andJeanJaquesRonsseau17121778)CasareBeccarid(738-1794) argued
thattherewas a corntractual relationshipbeweentheindividual and the state.
Thisrelationshipexisted to preventchaos.

As apartof thiscontractualrelationship,indiv i d ugavd up seme of
theirlibertiesin the interestof thecommon good, with the purposeof thelaw
beingto ensurethatthesecommon interess weremet. For Beccarag, this
meant thatthelaw should belimitedin scopeandwritten downso thatpeople
couldmakedecisbnson howto behave(Walklate2003).

3. Specialor specificdeterrence. Baccariabelievedthatthe only
legitimatepurposeof punisimentis detererce.Tothis end, punishment
shouldbe spedic to the offender.

4, Generableterences theuseof thepunishment againsispecfic
individual with aview to preventhim or her or socigy at largefrom
engagingn crime. Beccariaarguedhatpunishmentwasto fit the crime not
theindividualandwasto be certainandswift. Theguiding prindple of the
criminal justiceprocess, it wasargued,wasthe presimption of innoenceand
in this gereral framework ,punshmentwasto be seenasa deterree to
criminal behaviour.

Beccariaecommencakd four otherwaysto preventor to detercrime.

1. Toenactiawsthatare clear,simple andthat reflectthe consensusf
thepopuldion.
2. To educateghepublic. Beccariaasuredthatthe more educatedpeople

arethelesslikely they areto commit crimes.
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3. To eliminate corrugion fromtheadministratonof justice.
4. Torewardvirtue. It is alsoimportantto rewardlaw-abiding behavour.
He statedthat suchrewardsmight includepublic recognitonof peope

who havenot beenconvictedof acrime.

CRITI QUESOF CLASSICAL THEORY

Classicakriminologistsideaswerevery influentialin reforming
criminal codesandinforming legislativechangesin a numberof diff erential
socialconexts. Classcaltheoristavereresponsiblefor thefirst attempt to
createsystematicknowledgeaboutlaw, crimeandpunisiment.Infact, many
iIdeasof theclassicakchool of thoughtarestill beingfollowedin our courts
all overthecounty.

Some critics havearguedthatthe changesdvocatedy the classcal
criminology did not accommodatetheissueof ¢ h i drimhinaEbehé@viour.
It did notalso sdve therising crimerate.In factcrime wasstill becomingly
problematic. Hencetheideaof individualsbeng motivatedby hedonism and
freewill lost some of its popularty.

Theclassicatheay believesin notion of corsensugatherthanconflict
betweergroups in sogety.

3.3 NEOCLASSICAL THEORY

Neoclassicalheay of cimeis the modificat onof classicatheay.
Neoclassicalheay deviatefromthe classcal theay basd onthe difference
in assimption about freewill. In the neoclasical revision,thatamountof
freewillis noteveny distributed therearecertain condiionswhenthe
individualwill not be actingoutof hisor herfreewill. It wascorsideredthat
certainfactorssuchasinsanty, children,senie andprovocationmight
againsit exerciseof freewill. Theapplicaion of classicatheay to treament
of all offendersalike did not representjustice becausendividual differences
anduniguenatureof off encegnili tatedaganstthe same treatment.

Neo-classi@ theay modified classicatheory hadtwo practicaleff ects

oncriminal justicepolicy.
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1. They providedareason for nonlegalexpetssuchasmedcal dodors

to testiy in thecourt as tothedegee of diminishedrespnsibility of an

offender.

2. Offenderdegarto be sentenced punshmentsthatwere consdered
rehabilitatve.

3.4 POSITIVIST CRIMINOLOGY

Positivistcriminology grewout of posiive philosophy and logic and
basicmethodology of empirical or expermental science.AugusteComte
whowascreditedas he founderof sociolay belongto this school. Comte
andothersarguedthat the periodof enlightenment hadcontributed to
progressy helping to breakup the old system butthe periodhad outlived
theirusdulnessandhad bemme obstructve.

Positivist sawhuman,notasfreewilled, self-detemining creatureput
beingwhoseactionwas detemined by biological andculturalfactos.

Thefollowing arekey asaimptionsof thepostivist school of though.
1. Humanbehaviouris determinedand not a master of freewill.
Consequetly, the postivistsfocuson causeand eff ectrelationships.

2. Criminalsarefundamentally diff erentfromnon criminalspositivists
searchor suchdifferenceby scientific methods.

3. Socialscientists(including criminologig) canbeobjectve or value-
neutralin  theirwork.

4, Crimeis frequentty causedby multiple factors.

5. Socidy is basean consensudut noton asccial contract.

As thesodal sciercesdevelopednd socal scientistsdirectedtheir
attentionto theproblem of crime, they adopted,for the mostpart, positivist
assimptions.For example,theoriesof crimewerebasedn biological
positivism, psychological positivism, saciological posiivism and so on at
differentages

4.0 CONCLUSION
This Unit hasendeavouredto highlight a numberof issuesabout

theay, classicaltheory, Neoclassial theay andthe pasitivist criminology.
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Many of thepropositionsof classicaheodassical andpositivist theaiesare
thebasisof ciminology and they are still relevantin theworld.

50 SUMMARY

This Unit hasfocusedn eaty theorieson the causatiorof crime. It
andysistheconcepbf theay. It explainsthe emergenceof theclassical
theoristsNeo-classical theoristsand postivist theoristsand the diff erencesn
their explaration of causesof crime.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT
Whatarecritiquesof classicallheory?
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

A crime may be seenasabehavour thatviolatesthe normsof
sociday. In modernsodeties,importantnormsareusualy writteninto law,
andany violationsof suchalaw areconsicered crimes. Thereareother
normsthatarenonlegal andtheir breacharenon-crimes.Crimeshave been
oneof serioussocil problemsfrom the beginning of creationThisiswhy
many peope havedevisedsolution in solving the problem.

In studying this social problem, many people havelookedfor causeof
crimein thesocidy.

Hence we shall examinein this Unit, biologicaltheoriesand
psychologcaltheaiesof crime.
2.0 OBJECTIVES

At theendof thisUnit, you shoud bealeto:

Discusshiologicaltheories

Explainpsychological theories

3.0 MAIN CONTENTS
3,1 BIOL OGICAL THEORIES

Theexporentsof theBiological explanatonsof crime have arguedhat
particularindividuds are more proneto crimethanothersbecaus®f their
geneticmake up. Genetically inhertedcharateristicseither directy causeor
predispos¢hem towardscrime. An eaty version of biologicaltheoties is

givenby Cesard_ombrose anltalian army doctorin his bookLdJomo
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Delinqueng, publishedin 1876.Lombros o lirasxdof philosophcal
positivism rejectedreewill asexpanationof behaviourand replaed it with
biologicaldeteminism.

Lombrosastheay consistedof thefollowing propositons.

1. Criminalsareby birth, adistincttype.

2. Thattype can beremgnizedby physical characteristicor stigmatasuch
as enamousjaws,highcheckbonesandinsendtivity to pain.

3. Thecriminal typeis clearly distinguishedn a personwith morethan
five stigmata perhapsxstsasa person with threeto five sigmataanddoes
notnecessaly exist in apersonwith fewerthanthreestigmata.

4, Physicalstigmatado not causecrime;they only indicatean individual
whois predispo®dto cime. Such aperoniseitheranatavisti that is a
reversiorto a savaetypei oraresultof degeneration.

5. Becausef their personal nature such peronscannotdesgstfrom
crimeunless they experencevery favourablelives.(Bohnand Haley 2002).

Lombrosoobsened: 0At thesight of thatskul, | seemedall of a
suddenlighted up asa vastplain underaflaming sky, the problem of the
natureof thecriminal an atavisticbeingwho reproducesn his personthe
ferocioudgnstinctsof primitive humanty andtheinferioranmals. Thuswere
explainedanatomically the enamousjams, high checkbones,prominent
superciliay archessditary linesin the pams,extreme sizeof theorbits,
handlei shapedor senle earsfoundin criminals,savagesndapes,
insensibiity to pain, extremely acue sight,tattooing,excessiveidleness,love
of orgies,andtheirregstiblecraving of evil for its own sake,the desre not
only to extinguishlifein thevictim butto mutilatethe compsetearits fleshand
drinkitsblo o dLombroso1911).

Lombrosastheay of theAtavism, thatis, criminalaredorn out of
time” who weresimilar to primitive peopleor loweranmals in their
biologicalmakeupThistheay wasinfluenced by Darwinism but theideathat
criminal could berevertedto aneatier stageof evolutionay devdopment

wasnotwiddy acapted eventhen.
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Lombrosoalsoerred in hisideaabout what featurescould be inherited.
Some of thefeaturede thoughtveretypical of offenderamight have beenthe
productof bothinheritanceanddiet, with the latterbeinga functionof
income, educationand othersocialfactors. For example,thetattooshe
mentionedwereobviously notinherited.

Lombrosas mostimportantcontibutionsto moderncriminology were
theapplicaton of meaurementandtheteding of hypothesis.As aresult of
this positivist method, hisideason crime causationwererevisedand the
increasingy took social andenvironmentalfactorsinto account.But, theborn
offenderremainecat the centerof hiswork. (Conklin 2007).

Thebody-typetheory of Biologicaltheores of cimesis an extersion
of Lombros o @&iminal anthropdogy. In 1949, Willi am Sheldonan American
phychologists andphysician,incormporatedthe biologicaltheary with
psychologicaltrait calledsomatotypesor baly types. He maintainedthat
thesebody typeswererelatedto behaviour.This theay focuse®n differences
amongindividualsin embryonic develgpmentandclaims thatpeople with
differentbody types have diff erenttemperamentsthataff ecttheir propensty
to engagen crime and delinguery.

Thesethreetypesof physiquecalled somatotypesare(1) endomorphs
T slow,sdt, round, usually fatandcomfort-loving, exhibited no paricular
tendemry to bedelinquentnordid (2) Ectomorphsi lean(Skinny) and fragile
(3)Mesomorphs masular, active,athleticand aggress/e,weretwiceas
common amongdelinquentasthey wereamong the generapopuktion
(GlueckandGlueck1950). Shetlom argued thatevayonehaselements of all
threetypes,butthatone type usudly predominates.
PostLombrosiarResarchers
(1) CharlesGoring (187071 1919)testedLombros o thesry thatoff enders
hadcertainphysicaldefectsor aromalies.Goring foundno significant
differencebetweeroffendersandgroupsfrom thegenesal popuatonin skull
shapegye colour, hair colouror variousother physicaltraits. He concluded

thatthereis nosuch thing asa physical criminal type.
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(2) In1952,SociologistsSheldom andEleanorGluecktestedhe
somataypetheay on sampleof delinquenand nondelinquentboys. They
claimedthatthe mgjority of thedelinqueris weremesogorphici muscular
well-knit and athldic.

Anotherbiologicaltheory of crimeis the chromosomal deficiency
hypothess. In theeaty 1 9 6 8c@rtmin human malewasfoundto havean
extraY chromoome.lnsteadf havingan XY combination, he posessedn
XYY combinatin. Soon otherexamplesof thisanomaly wereobseavedand
describedXYY individualsweresaidto be tall, aggress/e, antisocial males,
with low |Qsandseveae acne.They werebdievedto befoundin greater
proportinsin mentalinstitutions or prisonsthanin the generalpopulation
andthepubl i terdpgationto embracetheborn criminal hypothesiswasonce
againencouaged.

3.2 PSYCHOLOGICAL THEORIES

Thepsychological aspectsof crime includethe relationslp among
intelligence persomlity and,learring onthe onehandand criminal behavior
ontheothe.

3.2.1 Intelligenceand Crime

Theideathat many early criminologistmaintainedcrimeis theproduct
primarily of peopleof low intelligenceThe opined thatmany delinquents
andcriminals havea below-averagentelligence quotientand thatlow 1Q is a
causeof criminality. Criminalswere believedto haveinherenty substandard
intelligenceandthus, they seemednaturaly inclinedto commit more crimes
thanthe moreintelligent personsFurthermore, it wasthoughthat if
authoritiescoulddeterminewhich individualshadlow 1Qs,they might identfy
potentialcriminalsbeforethey committedsocialy harmful acts.

Researcldesignwas employed to testthe relationshipbetween
intelligenceanddelinquercy condudedthat if boys of thesame social class
arecompared, delinquentsgenerdly havelower Qs thannondelinquents.
Thus,alower-classddinquentusualy has alower IQ thanlower class non

delinquentanda midde-classdelinquentgenrerally hasalowerlQ than a



78

middle-classnon-delinquent. (ResisandRhodes1961).This study alsofound
thatlower-classboys are morelik ely to be deéinquentthan middle-classboys
of thesame level of intelligence.Thus,sccial classandintelligence are both
relatedto delinquercy.

In 1931,Edwin Suthetandreviewed apprqriately 350studieson the
relationskp between intelligenceand delinquency andcriminality. Sutherland
concludedrom thereview thatalthoughinteligencemay play arole in
individual casesgiventheselecton thattakesplacein arrest, convictionand
imprisonment,the distribution of theintelligencescoresf ciminalsand
delinquentss very similar to thedistribution of the intelligencescores of the
generalpopulation.

3.2.2 PSYCHO ANALYT IC THEORY

Psychoandytic theory wasoriginatedby Viennesepsychiatrist
SigmundFreud(1856-1939).He believedthat a manor awomancarrieswith
him or heraresidueof the mostsignificantemotional attachments of him or
her childhood, which thenguidesfutureinterpersonatelationshps.

There are three elements of psychoanalytic theory.

(1) Thisld is theprimitive partof anindividual dnental make up present at
birth. It presentsinconsciousiological drivesfor sex,foodandotherlife-
sustainingnecesgies.Theld followsthe pleasureprinciple. It requiresinstant
gratfficationwithout concernfor therightsof others.

2. TheEgodevelopsearly in life,whenachild beginsto learnthathis or
herwishescannotbe instanty gratified. Theegois thatpart of the personalty
thatcompensategor the demandsof theld by helpingthe boundariesof
socialconwention. The egois guidedby thereality princple. It takesinto
accountwhat is prectical andconwentionalby societalstandards.

3. The Supeegodevdopsasa resultof incorpogting within the
personally the moral standardsandvaluesof parentscommunty and
significantothers.t is themoral aspectof an individuads peronality; it
passegudgmentson behaviour.The supeegois dividedinto two patts;

consciencand egoideal. Conscencetells whatis right and wrong. It forces
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theegoto controltheld anddiredstheindividualinto moraly acceptableand
responsibldehavours.(Siegel2006).

Some psychologstshave alsolinkedcrimindity to abnamal mental
stategroducedby eary childhood trauma. For example, AlfredAdler (187G
1937),thefounderof individual psychdogy, coinedtheterm inferiority
complexto describgeoplewho havefeelingsof inferiority andcompensate
for themwith adrive for superioity. Controlling othersmay hep to reduce
personalnadequaces.

Erik Erikson (19027 1984)descrbedtheidentity crisisi aperiod of
seriougpersonalquestoning which pe@le undertakan an dfortto
deteminetheir own valuesandsenseof diredion. Adolescentsindergoing
anidentity crisismight exhibit uncontrobblel behaviourand expeaimentwith
drugsandotherforms of deviance.

Humanisticpsychologicaltheay, as descrbedhere refersprimarily to
thework of Abraham Maslowand SeymountHalleck. Thetheofiesof
Maslow and Halleck are fundamentally psychoanaytic but they are called
humanistic becase they assume thathumanbeingsarebasicaly good even
thoughthey aresomeimesinfluencedoy sodety to actbadly.

Abraham Maslowd bierarchiesof basicneedsare:
Physiological (food,waterandprocreational sex).

Sdety (searity, stability, freecom from fear,anxiey chaosetc.)
Belongirgnessand love (friendshipJove, aff ection,accepance).

Esteem (sef-esteem and the esteem of others)

a k~ 0D PRE

Sef-actualizatior(being trueto one dnaure, bemming everything that
oneis capableof bemming).

Accordingto Madow, duringagivenperiod,ap e r slibernso s
dominatedby a patticular needurtil the needis satigied. From this view,
crime may be undestoodasa meansby which individualssatigy their basic
humanneals. They choosecrime becausehey cannotsdisfy their needs

legaly or for whatkeverreason.
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Halleck(1967) views crime asoneof severabdaptationso the
helplessnss causedy oppressia. For Halleck, therearetwo geneal typesof
oppressios,objedive andsubjectve. Eachhas two sultypes. Thesubtypes
of objectiveoppressionare(1)Socal oppression. (2) Theoppresson that
occursin two pern interactionswhile the subtypesof subjectve oppression
are(a) Oppressionfrom within (guilt) and (b)projectedor misundergood
oppressiorfaperon ofeelingof beingoppressedwhenin factheor sheis
not)

4.0 CONCLUSION

Most criminological researchoday is doneby sociologsts, but
biologistsandpsychologistshavecontributedin importent way to our
understanohgof criminalbehavour. Eally biologicaltheoriesof crime have
little empirical syoportanddo notreceivemuch attentiontoday but they were
significantin the developmentof criminology.

Psycholagical perspediveson crimecaus#on areusedby thecriminal
justicesystem to detemineif a defendanis criminally responsble.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, you havelearnedn detil biological theoriesof crime with
referencdo theworks of eaty theorists like Lombroso,Willi am Sheldom,
CharlesGoring, Sheldon andEleanor. This Unit alsorevieweda numberof
psychologcaltheaiesof crime, which includetherelaionshipamong
intelligencepersonéty, learningand criminal behaviour.

Some examplesof Psychologicaltheoriesvere drawnfrom theworks of
Edwin Suherland SignmundFreud, Alfred Adler, Erik Erikson.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

Whatis Lombroo0 theay of crime?
7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

BohnR. M. andHaley (2002)Introductionto criminal justice,New
York McGraw Hill Inc.

Conkliim J. E. (2007) Criminology Bosn, PearsonEductin Inc.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In recentyears and in severalparts of the world, many people are
interestedin  studying crime becausedt is commony perceivedas a social
problem demanding solution. Crime poses an immedate threat to many
peopleaseveryoneis awareof theham done by crime. Examplesare casesf
armed robbery, assult looting, raping, etc When you measurethe harm
attributedto crime. You will appeciatethe needto immediatesdution.

For many years some scholars havedefined crime within a social
context.They saw crime s a social product,detemined by social conditions.

Amongthesetheoriesare strainandlearning theoriesasyou shall see shorty.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At theendof thisUnit, you shoud bealeto:
- Discussstraintheory
- Explainthevariouslearningtheaiessuch as
I. DifferentialAssocation Theay
ii. DifferentialReirforcement Theay

iii.  NeutralizatonTheay

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
SOCIOLOGICAL THEORIESOF CRIME

Sociologtal theories of crime centreon thatthe crime caustion. They
assime that a crimina | 6 saviolr eshdetermined by his or her  sodal
environment, which includesfamilies, friends, neighbourlood and so on.
They reject theidea of the born criminal, becauseaccadingto them, it is the
individuds in social groups or the socigty that influenceboth criminal and

non-criminal acts.
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3.1 STRAIN THEORY

RobbertK. Merton, Richard Cloward, LIoyd Ohlin and Albert K.
Cohenaretheleading exponentf straintheory. Theroaots of strain  theay
canbe tracedo Emile Durkhamés notion of anomie. Accordngto Durkhem,
an anomie sockty is one in which rules of behaviour(Norms) have broken
down or bemme in operative during the period of rapid social changeor
social crisis suchaswar or famine. An anomicsociay is not able to control
human agirations anddemands.Anomie is most likely to occur in societies
thataremoving from mechanicalto organc solidarty.

In an article pudished in1938,Rokbert K. Merton applied he ideasof
Durkh@am to crimindogy in his theory of anomie. Merton used a modified
version of the concept of anamie to fit social, ecoromic and cultural
conditionsfound in modernUnited State of America sociey. He found that
the two elementsof cultureinteract to prodiwce potentidly anomic conditiors,
culturaly defined goals and socidly appioved meansfor obtairing them. For
example, U.S sociay stressthe goalsof acquring wealth,successand power.
Socialy pemissible means include hard work, educaiton and thrift. The
illegitimate meansare force and fraud. As the social strucure effectivdy
limits the availablity of legitimate institutionalizedmeans,a strainis placed
on people.Merton bdievedthat sucha strain could affect peoplein social
classedut he adknowledged thatt would mostlikely aff ect membersof the
lower class.

Merton proposedthat individuds adaptto the problem of aromie or
strainin one of thefollow diff erentways.

1. Conformity: This occurswhenindividuals bah embraceconventioral
socialgoaland alsohave the means at their disposalto attain them.

2. Innovation: When an individual acceptsthe goals of socidy but
rejects or is incapableof attaining tlem through legitimate means.

Many people desire materialgoods and luxuries but lack the financial

ability to attain them. The resuting conflict forcesthem to adopt
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innovativesoluionsto their dilemma. They steal, sell drugsor extort

money.

3. Ritualism: Ritualists delive pleasure from practisng traditional
ceremonies, regadlessof whetherthey have a real purposeor goal.
Ritualistsshould have the lowest level of criminal kehaviour beause
they haveabardonedthe succes goal which is at the root of criminal
activity.

4. Retreatism: This is a rejecton of both the goal and the meansof
socigay. Retreaistsp include psychotics, outcasts, vagrantsyagaonds,
tramps, chronic drurkards anddrug addids. They areunableto useact
or incapalbe of using both legitimate and illegitimate means. They
attempt to escapefrom ther lack of successby withdrawng ether
mentaly or physically.

5. Rebellion: This is a substituton of an alternative set of goals and
means of conventonal ones. Revolutionaries, who wish to promote
radical change in the existing structure, andwho call for alternaive
lifedyles,goalsand bdiefsareengagingn rebellion.

Delinquerty and differential opporunity is anothertheay of stran.
Richard Cloward and Lloyd Ohlin extended Mertoss and Cohends
formulations of anomie theay by suggesting that not all gang delinquents
adaptto anomie in the same way. They arguethatthe type of adaptéion made
by juvenile gang membersdepends on the illegitimate oppotunity structure
availableto them.

Cloward and Ohlin identified three delinquent subcutures: The
criminal, the violent and the retreatist. They stded that if illegitimate
opportunty is available to them, most delinquentswill form criminal gangsto
make money. Howe\er, if neitherillegitimae nor legitimate opportunitiesto
make morey are available, delinquents often bewmme frudrated and
dissatisied andform violent gangs to vent their anger. Finally, there are

delinquentswho, for whateverrea®n are unableto adaptby joining either
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criminal or violent gangs. They retreatfrom socigy asin Me r t retneatist
adaptatiorand bemmealcoholicsand drug addicts.(Bohn andHaley 2002).

Delinquerty as stran-reducingbehavour is anothertheay of strain
theay developedby Albert Cohenin his study of low-classadolesent male
delinquery in which he descriled asan non-utilitarian, malicious, versatile
andnegativistc. This delinquemy is not however,without purposeaccording
to Cohen. The purposeis to solve problems or reducestrain. Cohenbelieves
that all human activity is relaied to problem solving and basicaly involves
two variabks: the situation andthe frame of reference.

According to Albert Cohen, the situaton refers to the social and
physical setting of the actionwhich the frameof referencerefersto the way
In which the acor perceivesit. When confrontedwith a problem, the actor
may solveor by charging eitherthe situationthat produces itor the frame of
reference. Forexample, in responseto strain, either they can conform to
middle-class valies and resignthemselvesto their inferior statusamong the
peersor they can rebel and establsh their own value structure by turning
middle-class valueson their head.Juvenie who rebelin this way tend to find
eachotherand to form groyos or gangsto validateand reinforce their new
values.

3.2 LEARNING THEORIES

Sociallearning tleorists believethat crime is a productof learning the
norms, valuesand behaviour associdwith criminal activiy. Gabief Tarde,
a Frenchlawyer and Magistratepublished a book PenalPhilosophy in 1890.
He wasone of the first theoriststo believethat crime was samething learned
by normal people asthey adaped to other people andthe condiions of their
environment. Tarde viewed the stateof knowledgeaboutthe learnng process
in his day and corcluded thatall social pheromena are the product of
imitation.

3.2.1 DIFFERENTIAL ASSOCIATION THEORY.
Differential assaationtheay is one of the social leaming theories.It

was proposedby Edwin H. Sutherland and developedbetween1934 and



86

1947.1t is usedto explain criminal behavour. Its basic assimption is that
criminal behavour like any other socal behaviour islearred through
associationwith otheas. It is neither physiological nor inherited nor the
productof warpedopsychology.

If a criminal behavior is learnedas any other behaviour is learned
then it is learnedthrough assodcition with others, espedly interaction
within intimate personal groys. Through out ones lives, and from
associationand interaction with others as learns, motives, attitudes values
and rationdizatiors.  The specfic diredion that these will take - law -
abidingnes or law - violative will depend on the form on lean behavior.
Thus, differential associationi differencesin with whom we asciatein
largepartdetermineshow we behave.

The nine basic principles of differential associationas proposedby

Sutherlanéstheay are:

1. Criminal behaviours learned

2. Learningis aby-product of interaction

3. Learningoccurswithin intimategroups

4. Criminal technigques are learned

5. Perceptionsf legalcodeinfluencemotivesand drives.

6. Differential associatis may vary in frequemry, duration, priority, and
intensty.

7. The process of leaming criminal behaviour by associaiton with

criminal and anticriminal patternsnvolves all of the mechansm involvedin
many otherlearningprocesses.

8. Criminal behaviaur is anexpresson of geneal needsand values, but it
is not excusedby those general neals and values becage non-criminal

behaviouiis alsoan impressiorof thosesame needsandvalues.

9. A personbemmes delinquent becase of an excessof definitions
favourablgo violent of law over definitions unfavourableto violation
of law.

3.2.2 DIFFERENTIAL REINFORCEMENT THEORY
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RobertL. Burgress and RonaldL. Akers as well as C. Ray Jdfery
adoptedthe principles of operantconditioring and behavour modification,
developeduy the psychologistB. F. Skinner andthe principle of modelingas
developedy Albert Bandurato explaincriminalbehavour.

Differentialreinforcementheay is andherattemptto explan crime as
a type of learnedbehaviour. Akere arguesthat the same processs involved
in the learnng both deviantand conventional behavour. Peoplelearnto be
neitherod ladevian tnér all corforming but rather strike a balancebetweenthe
two oppasing poles of behaviour.This balance is usudly stalde but it can
undergarevision overtime (Siegel2000).

A number of learring processeshapebehaviour. Direct conditioning
also calleddiff erentialreinforceament, occurswhenbehavour is reinforcedby
beingeitherrewardedor punisked while interactingwith others.

Positivereinforcement is the presentaton of a stimulus that increaes
or maintains aresporse. Thestimulusor reward can be either materials like
money or psychological like pleasurewhile Negative reinforcement is the
removalor reductionof a stimulus whoseremoval or reduction ircreases or
maintainsa respamse. This stmulusis also referredto as averson stimulus,
which includespan and fearin most peope. For examplestealng may be
negativéy reinforcedby removing or redwcing the aversivestimulus of the
fearandpainof povety.

Both posiive andnegative reinforcementcansimultaneudy aff ectthe
same behaviour. For example a person may commit crime becausehe crime
is rewardedandequally removesan aversve st mulus.

According to Akers, people lean to evaluate theirown behaviour
throughtheir interadionswith the significant othersandgroupsin their lives.
Thesegroups contol sourcesand patternsof reinforcament, define behaviour
as right or wrong and provide belaviours thatcan be modeled throwgh
observatioal learning. The important groups are the ones with which a
person is indifferential associatgpeer and friendship groups, schools,

churchesand smilar institution. Once individuals are indodrinated into
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crime, their behavour can be reinforcedby being exposedto devant peers

andlackingnegativesanctionsfrom parers or peers.

3.2.3 NEUTRALIZATION THEORY

Greshau MSykesandDavid Matzabelievethatan actof delinquermy
or the procesof beamwming a criminal area learningexperiencen the process
potential ddinquerts and criminals get mastery of techniquesthat enable
them to counter balance or neutrdize corventional vdue and drift back and
forth betweenthe ill egitimate and conventianal behavour.In other words, the
criminals devise methods to neutraize the emotional consequenes of their
behaviourin advanceand thus escapethe pressuredo corform. Insteadof
creatingnew norms criminals rationalize ther behaviourwithin the existing
normativeframewark.

They arguethat eventhe mostcommittedcriminalsand delinquents are
not involved in criminality all the time. They also attend schls, family
functionsand religious service.Their behaiiour canbe concernedas falling
along a continuum between total freecbm and total restraint. The learning
techniquesf neutralzation enablesa personto temporarily drift away from
conventio@ behavour and get involved in more subterranan values and
behavioursncluding crime anddrug abus.

Skykes and Matza have based their theoretical model on these
observatios,namely:

1. Criminalssometimesvoicea senseof guilt overtheirillegal acts.

2. Offenderdrequenity respectandadmire honest law abidng peope.

3. Criminals draw a line betweenthose whom they can victimize and
thosewhom they camot.

4, Criminalsarenotimmuneto the demandsof corformity.

TECHNIQUESOF NEUTRALIZATION
There are five major techniquesof neutialization as suggestedby

Skykes and Matza. These neutralizaion techniques endle them to
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temporary drift away from the rule of normative socigy and participate in
subterranearbehaviaur. Subterranearvalues are moraly tinged influences
thathavebecome erntrenchedin the culturebut are publidy concemned. They
existside by sidewith conventonal velues and while they are condemnedin
the public,they may be admired or practicedin private. Example of theseare
pornograpic films or drinking alcohol in excess.The five major techniques
of neutralisationare:

1. Deny responsiblity. Delinquentsseethemsdvesashilliard balls which
helplesspropelled in variousdirections by the factorsbeyond ther control.
Young off enderssametimes claim that their unlawful acts were simply not
their fault. The factas may be a ghetto environment, abroken home, bad
companion,Jow incomeandsoon.

2. Denialof injury. It is a matterof reddining deviantbehaviour in order
to makeit more accepable.With reddinition, criminalsare able to neutralize
illegal behaviour. An example is stealing as borowing. Vandalism is
consideredmischief that has gotten out of hand. After all the insurance
company will pay theinjuredpaitty reasons. Sometmesif delinquens parents
and friends supporttheir denial of injury, it helpsto affirm theoffe nder 6 s
perceptiorthatcrime canbesocialy accepable.

3. Denialof the victim. It involves either recastructingthe situaton so
that the victim is perceived as being punished for same transgresion (thus
deservinginjury) or denying that there was any injury. Denying the victim
may also take the form of ignoring the rights of an absenteeor unknown
victim. For example,vandalsm canbe defined asrevengen an unfair school
official or acrookedstoreowner.

4. Concemnaion of the concemness. It involves a reddinition of the
accuseras a deviantin disguisea hypocrite. The police and judges are out
their frustrations ontheir kids. The moral right of othersto judge is thus
denied. All of these neutralizationtechnques serve to deflect negative

sanctionghatwould otherwisebe associaéd with deviant acts.
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5. Appealto higherloyalties. Some criminalsarebeingcaughtin between
acceptednorms of socigy and being loyal to subgroupnorms or the peer
culture. The needsof the group take preedence overthe rules of socigy
becausé¢he demands of the formerareimmediateandlocalized.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Sociologtal theores of crime have rejected the idea of the born
criminal. The straintheory and learring theay emphasighat crime causation
hatis detemined by social environment, arehaveportrayed the criminalasa
persontorn beweenguilt anddesire,with desire gainng the upperhand.The
essenceof social leaming theay is that crime is a product of learning the
norms, valuesandbehavioursassociatedwith criminal acivity.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit enablesyou to know the socidogical theories of crime
focusing on factthatcrime arecausedy sodal enviranment of the criminals.
This is becausandividual in social groups or the societies influencesboth
criminal and noncriminalbehavia.

Basedon the underganding baclground that the strain theaies of
crime were treated. Strain theay is basicaly wheneversomeone says that
people ommit crimesbecausef povety or someotherdisadvantage. While
socialleaningttheaists believed thatrime is a productof leaningthe norms,
valuesandbehaviorassociatedvith criminal activity.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Crime is defined as social product, detemined by social condition.
Discusswith referencdo straintheary.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

BohnR. M and Haley K. N (20®) Introduction to Criminal Justice

New York Mc Graw hill.

SiegelL. J (2006)Criminology, Bermount ThomsonWadswoth Inc.
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INTRO DUCTION

In this unit, you shall learnmoretheorieson crime causaionespeally

the Socialcontrolor bondtheay, socialdisorganizatiortheary, labeling

theay, theory of delinqguentsubcutures.Thetheorieshavesocietalthan

individualroots,are deviatefrombiological andpsychologicaltheories.

They believethatcrimesexistsin relationto culturalnormsresdtsfroma

proces®f socialdefinition andareshapedy thedistribution of sogal power.

Forinstarce,labeingtheay, as®rtsthatcrime andcorformity result, notso

muchfromwhatpeople do butfrom how othersrespondo theseacions.

2.0

3.0

3.1

OBJECTIVES

At theendof thisunit, you shoud beableto:
Explainsacial bond or controltheory
Discusssocial organization theay
Statethelabelingtheay

Explainthetheay of Delinquentsubcuture
MAIN CONTENT

SOCIAL CONTROL OR BOND THEORIES
Accordingto Hirschi, in hisbodk, cause®f delinquey, delinquercy

shouldnot be seenasa surprisingpheromena. Ratherit is something all of

you would engagen if obstaclesverenotthrownin our pathby a

disapprovngcivilizaion.Like othercontol theoristsHi r s cthearyadss
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basednthe assimptionthatii diequerty resultswhenanindividua | brsd
to socigy isweakor br o k €onwersey, individualswith strongsocial
bondsareunlikely to engagen ddinquercty. Thesebonds or control are
chiefly attitudesthat are quite eff ectivdy implantedn mostpele but less
effectivdy instilledin others.Theseothershave arelativdy weakbondto
socidy; their minds arenotsetsofirmly againstdelinguent activities.

Fourelementsof thesocial bondneedbedesaibedbriefly:
(1) Attachment(2) Commitment (3) Involvement(4) Belief accordingo
Hirschi.
Attachmern:
Attachmentrefersto an emotionatlement.lt refersto the extentthat a person
caresaboutotherpeople.But if a personsinsensitiveto theopinion or
feelingsof othershenthepersonis, to that extent,not boundby the norms.

Heis freeto deviate HenceCurranandRenzett (1994),arguedthat
attacmentto othersfacilitatesthe internatonalizationof socigyG norms and
thedevelgpmentof aconscience.

Commitment:

Commitmentis a morerationalquality in corformity. The undetyingideaof
commitmentis that people developa stakein playing by therules.It refersto
thedegreeo f  oinvesiment(time,enegy, money, emotionand so onin
pursuinga specfic acivity (suchas getting an educatioruilding a career
andestablshingthemselvesasrespectednembersof theircommuniies).
Whenconsderingwhetheror notto commit a crime, anindividual must
factorin whatheor shestandgo loseif he or shegetscaught.

Involvement:

Involvement is an oprtunity elementof thebond.lt refersto time spendin
conventior activitiessuchasstudying, working, or playingasport. If these
occyy a your entirelife, you will nothavetime to participatein criminal
activities.

Belief:
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Belief refersto the extent to which anindividual believeshe or sheshould
obey therulesor society. It concens moral values,cultural normsand so
forth.

McGee(1980) arguesthat corforming or nan-corforming behavour
dependsiponthe nature andquality of eachof thesefour elementsin a
particularcase. Hirschi believeghat it is not surprisingthatthefour
sometimesconjointo a producecrime. If one hasfew attadimentsto others,
who might be supportive of conventionabehaviour(closenesgo
conventior parersfor example),theprobahlity of criminalbehaviouris
increasedSimilarly, peoplecommittedto roles andactivitiesin which
conventiomlity canreasonalby be seerio maximizethe chanceof ataining
desiredgodsarelikely to corform. Buttheabsencef suchcommitments
reduceghe needto conform, asdoesthe absenceof activeinvolvementin
suchrolesand actwities.Finally, thereis thevariationin the strength with
which pe@le acceptmoral beliefs. If one strongy believesthatit is wrongto
engagen aparticularbehaviourpneis unlikely to do so, butif the belief is
only wealy held,it operateswith reduceceff ectivenesgMcGeel980).
CRITIC ISMSOF SOCIAL CONTROL THEORIES
1. Themajorproblemswith thetheay is theits assumptionthat
delinquery will occurif not prevented.

2. Anothersignificantcriticism concernsHirschi  @antentonthat
delinquentsaredetached linerswherewho bond to theirfamily and friends
arebroken.

3. RobertAgnew,a socid ogistcriticizesthetheory arquingthatHirschi
miscalculagd thedirection of therelatiorship betweercriminality and a
weakenedocial bond.

4 It is arguedalsothat not all elemerts of thebond areequal.

5. Hi r s cohciugbrsthatany formof socialattachmentis bendicial,

evento deviantpeas andparentshasbeen disputed.
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6. Thereis the queston as towhetherthetheory canexplainall modes of
criminality orwheterit is restriced to paticular groupsor forms of

criminality.

3.2 SOCIAL DISORGANIZATION

Theconcepbf Socialdisorganizion emanaesfromthe Chicago
Schoolof Sociobgy of the1920sand1930s.1t is associtedwith those
theoristsconcernwith theundersandingof the socialecdogy of thecity.

TheChicago schal was basedn a modeltakenfromecdogy and the
schoolis sametimescalled Chicago School of HumanEcology. Ecology is a
branchof biology in whichtheinterrelatioship of plantsandanmasare
studiedin theirnaural environment. Parkandhis colleagiesin Chicago
Schoolpostulateghat thegrowthof American citiesocaursthroughaprocess
of invasion,dominanceandsucceasion.Thatis, ascenaio wherea cultureor
ethnicgroup invades aterritory occupiedby anothergroup anddominateshe
newterritory until it is displacedr succeeed by anothergroupandthecycle
repeatstself.

Themodelof human ecology wasusedby Clifford R. ShawandHenry
D. Mckay in their studiesof juveniledelinquency in Chicago.They usedthe
theay of socialdisorganizationin whichthey linkedlife in transitonal slum
areado theinclinaionto commit crime. They areinfluencedoy Chicago
Schoolof SociobgistsErnestBurgressand RobertPark,who had pioneered
theecologcal andysis of urbanlife.

Socialdisorganizatonis the condtion in which theusualcontrdsover
delinquentsarelargely absentdelinquerty is dftenapprovedf by parents
andneighbours,there are many opportuntiesfor delinguent behaviour and
thereis little encouagement, training or oppartunity for legitimate
empbyment (Bohm and Haley 2005).

ShawandMckay explainedcrime and delinquercy within the context
of thechangingurbanenvironmentandewlogical change®r devdopment of
thecity. They sawthat Chicagohad devebpedinto distinctneighborhoods
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(naturalarea),some affluentandotherswradked by extreme povety. These
povety ridden,transitional neighborhoads suferedhigh ratesof pagpulation
turn overand wereincapableof inducingresidentsto remain anddefendthe
neighborlmodsaganstcriminal groups.

Accordingto Siegel (2006),low rentsin theareasattractedgroupswith
differentracialandethnic backgounds.Newly arrivedimmigrarisfrom
Europeandthe sauth congregatedn thesetransitionalneighbahoads. Their
childrenweretorn betweenassmilatinginto a newculture andabiding by the
traditionalvaluesof their parents.They soon foundthatinformal sccial
controlmechansmthathadrestranedbehaviourin thef  courtryo or rural
areasveredisrupted Theseurbanareaswerebelievedio bethe spavning
groupsof youngcriminals.

ShawandMckay idertifiedtheareasn Chicagothathadexcesbre
crimerates.Usinga modelof andysispionesredby Ernest Burgess,they
noteddistinctecobgical areashaddeveloped in thecity, comprising a series
of concentriccirclesor zonesandthattherewere stableandsignificant
differencesn inter zone crime rates.Theareaof heaviestoncentation of
crime appeagd to be te transitianal inner-city zoneswhere largenumbersof
foreignborncitizens hadrecenty settled.The conedurthestfromthe cityé s
centerhadcorrespadingly lower crime rates.

The zoneof transiton beame the focal concern sincethis wasthe area
in which new immigrantsto the city setted (as it wasinexpensve and nearto
placeof work), butit wasalsotheareawhich appearedo manfestmore

socialprodems,fromincidenceof ill heath to crime.

CRITIC ISMSOF SOCIAL DISORGANIZATION

Despitethe achievements,of socialdisargan zationof Shawand
Mckay, thevalidity of theirfindingshasbeenchallengedSome havefaulted
theirassimptionthatneighborh@dsareessentially stableandothershave
foundtheir definition of socialdisorganizéion corfusing.Theuseof police

recordgo calculateneighborhoodrime rate wasalsofaulted.



97

Thesecriticismsadde,thetheay of socialdisorganizatiorprovidesa
valuablecontribution to our undestanding of thecause®f ciminal
behaviourBy introduwcing newvariablei theecolay of thecity T to the
study of crime, they pavedtheway for awhal e generatiorof criminologiststo

focusonthesocialinfluenceof criminal and delinquentehavour.

3.3LABELING THEORY

Labeling theory is concernedprimarly with the effectsof labelinga
persond drvie a nHow doessocidy formulate definitions of deviance? How
and whom aretheselabelsappliedto certan people?How does labeling
influenceap e r shbehavios?

There are two variations of labding theay: the interactionist
perspectiveandthe sccial reacton perspective. The interactionistrepresented
hereby Frank Tainenbaum andEdwin Lemert, focusesn self1 identification
andis concered with whatis in themindsof deviantsthemselves.The social
reactionperspeadte, representedhere by Howard Becker and Edwin Schu,
focuseson the identify of individuals asassgnedby othersandis concerned
with whatisin the mindsof otherg(usualy social controlagents).

Most labeling theorsts interpret deiance in terms of symboalic
interactionproaesses. Like otherbehavioris not regarded as certaintype of
act undert&en by a personin isolation. It is rather a result of human
interactiors, p e o pihtergretaons anddefinitions of their actionsandthose
of others. It wasarguedby Kitsure (1962) ttat iiforms of behaviourper sedo
not differentiate deviants from nondeviants, it is the responss of the
conventio@ and conforming members of the socigy, who identify and
interpretbehaviour as deviantwhich socologicaly trangorm personsinto a
d e v i (Bshléamaand Cashionl983).

In labelingtheay, the focusof attention tuns to the normal ( others)
that do the labeling, as oppcsed to the deviant and the deviant act. The
labeling theorist studies how a particular behaviour comes to be labeledas

deviant. Socidy is an active partnerin the creationof a deviari. Becker
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(1963) noted that i1 scial groupscreatedevianceby making it rules whose
infraction constittes devianceand by applying those rules to particular
peopleandlabeing themasoutsidets 0  Tifhtwogeoplecommit the same
act,onemight be labded a deviant andthe other might not, dependng on the
meaning givento theact by their social groups.

Edwin Lamert (1951), oneof thefirst labelingtheorists, identied two
categoriesof deviancethat is, primary deviance and secondey deviance.
Primary deviaace is simgdy rule breakng. A personmay break rules for
certainrea®ns which may be social, economic or political. It may be asa
resultof desperateneedfor money to buy food or to satigy a drug habit or
acting on a hedonisticimpulse. This violation of social nomms is seenas
temporay and spaadc. It is importantto note that individuals who are
involvesin primary deviance do not regardthemselvesas deviart, nor they
regardsuch asby those aroundhem. Whatever the specific causefactorsthat
giveriseto it, it is of little concernexceptit is detecte@ndelicits areaction.

The secaday deviance is the deviarce that results from socidal
reaction. It involveshabitualviolationof norms andarelabeledby the others
as deviant. Secaday deviance becomes a routingresultng in a label that
leadsto furtherdeviance. Accordingto EsHeman and cashon (1983), there
will be a develpmentof a deviantcareerand label that becomesa maser
status,cheat,prostitute, liar and so on. If a personis labekd, other people
view him in that deviant status, overlooking other qualities or statuses.The
othercareer optionsmay bemme closed andyou may havelittle choice butto
live up to the label and behaveaccordngly. The seconday deviance is
essentidy a defensive and adaptive straegy on the part of the labeled
individual, it is an éfort to surviveandmeans of sustaininga sodal self in the
faceof exclusionandstigmatization.

Becker(1994/62) in his andyses ofwho labels whom says i Amaor
element in evay agect of the drama of devianceis the imposition of
definition of situatons, acts, and pele-by those powerful enough or

legitimatedto be ableto dos o dlencepeope who labelor labelersinclude
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suchsocial control agentsas police, judgs, prison guads andpsychiatrists,
whereas the labeled include the criminals, delinquens, diug addicts,
prostitutesmentalpatientse.t. c.

According to label theorists,the conequences of labeling a person
devianthas negdive consequenes: The person tendsto seehim/ herself as
deviantwhich leads him/her to continue higher so cdled deviant behaviou.
The applicaton of a label may therdore play a part in originating and
continuing deviant behavior. Ridicule, humiliation, haessments or
imprisonment may also result from labeling. For example, labded people
may no longer be treated as respe&table parents,teaclers, or communty
members.They may be rejectedby friends,or be sentto a prison or mental
hospital. Labeltheorsts have aguedfurtherthatrespmsesfrom above, often

pushlabeled peoplefurtherinto the deviantadivity.

CRITIC ISM OF LABELING THEORY

1. Thetheay doesnot explaintheorigin of delinquercy.

2. Studieshave not generally found labeling to amplify devianceasthe
theay predcts.

3. Some youths who are labeleddelinquentdo not passivéy acceptthe
labelor actin terms of it.

4. Labeling theay relieves people of moral responsibiliy for their

behaviour.
5. To assimethatno actisinherenty evil or ciminalis naive.
6. It is too simplistic to arguethat label causesa behavor, speifically,

future delinquermy.

7. Labeling theay places too much emphasison the impactof formal
interactiors.

8. Labelingtheary is difficult to testempirically.

9. Critics havealso quesionedthe extentto which devianceencourges

ratherthandefersdeviant behaviair.



100

10. Another criticism is one that also appliesto corflict theay. If the
powerul create and imposesthe deviant label, how is it possble that

powerful peoplearealso labelleddeviant?

3.4CONFLICT THEORY

Corflict theoriedisageedwith the functionaistassimption that sodgety
sharesa single setof value. Corflict theay believesthatsocietiehave many
groupswhich havedifferent,oftencorflicting valuesandthatthe strongest
groupin the socigy have the power to define the valuesof weakergroupsas
deviant. Conflict theaistsemphasizetherepressiornof theweakby the
powefful, the exploitation of themassedy stronginterestgroupsand
influentialandoftenwealhy groupswho uselaw courtsand otheragencieso
opposedheinteress and activitiesof lower socio-ecoromic groyos and
minorities.(Eshlem and cashion)

Cortlict theoristanairtainthattherich andthe powerful impose
deviantandcriminal labelson the lesspowerful membersof socidy,
particulaty thosewho challengehe existing social order.Meanwhil e, they
areusualy able to usetheir money andinfluenceto escapgunishment for
theirown misdeels. Some of thecritical theoristsincludeGeorgeB. Vold
1958,Williams Bonger 1961,Austin T. Turk. RaphDarendorf1959,
Williams Chamlis 1975, Young1973.Taylor 1973Stewen Spitzer 1980,
Quinrey 1979etc.

SteverSptzer(1980) summarizesghecortlict theay of crime.He
stateghatcapitalistsccietiesarebasedon privateowner$ip of property and
thatthe smoothfunctioningdeperdson the availability of produdive labour
andrespector authority. Forinstanceif a worker stealshe hascommitted
crime becawse it chalengesprivatepropety. Equaly whenyoung, politically
volatile studentsor militanttradeunionids strike or othewisepratestagainst
authorty, they alsorepresentathresat to the social orderand aredefinedas

deviantor criminal.
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But therich andthe powerful engagen deviant andcriminalactstoo.
Forexample, white-callar crimesarelessseverely punishedthanstreet
crimes,regadlesstherelativeham they cause.

Chambliss(1969)corntendsthatmany legal scholarsandsocial
scientistsare notevenawareof thisclassdomination.Mostasume thatlaw is
basedn the cons@susof its citizens,meaning thatit representshe public
interest treats citizens asequalandserveghe bestinteress of sociay.
ChamblissandSpidman (1971)foundthatthey are actualy unfair and unjust,
favouringtherich and powerful overthe poor andweak.

Both Quinney (1979) and Spitzer(1975)agreedthatdevanceand
deviantsaredefinedand controlledby the powerful. He wenta stepfurther
andblamethelack of justicediredly in the capitalist system.

Chamblis andSadman (1971)concludethata consequece of this
principleis tobring into operatiomarule of law in whichdiscretonat beso
exerciseds tobring mainy thosewho arepdlitically powerlesqi.ethepoor)
into the purview of lawo Thisis becauseéhe poor areleastlikely to havethe
powerandresourcesiecessay to createorganizationalstrains.

CRITIC ISMSOF CONFLICT THEORY

1. It doesnotsearclfor the cause®f corflict and doesnotexplainhe
crimesand devianceshatarenot political.

2. Cortlict theoristshavebeencriticized for asumingthatin the
Utopian communist sociay crimeswill disappeagfterthepowerto

criminalizethemis abolished.

3.5THEORY OF DELINQU ENT SUBCULTURES.

Thetheay of deviantsubculturegocuson how peopleliving in the
deterioratedheighlorhoodsreactto socialisolationandeconomic deprivation.
Becausehdr lifegyleisdraining,frustratng and dispiriting, membe's of the
lower classform of an independersubcuturewith its own setof rulesand
values Middle-class culture stresss hardwork, delayedgratification, formal

educatiorand beingcautious.Thelower-classsubculturestresseaccording
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to Miller (1970),six focalconcernf thesedeviantsulxultures:(1)trouble,
arisingfrom frequentonflict with teachersnd police

(2) Tougmess the value placedon physicalsize,strengthandathetic skills
especidly amongmales. (3)Smartnessor street smarts,the ability to out think
or 6 ¢ mithedsandto avoid beingsimilarly takenadvanageof (4)
Excitement,theseach for thrills, risk or darger to escapdrom a daily
routinethatis predctable andunsatifying (5) a pre-occyationwith fate,
derivedfrom thelack of controltheseyouths feelovertheirownlivesand(6)
autoromy, adesirefor freedonoftenexpressed asresemmenttowardfigures
of authorty.

Albert Cohenin hisbook i D e duéntBoyso (1955),staesthat
delinquentbehavour of lower classyouthsis actualy a protectaganstthe
norms andvaluesof middle-class.The culture of middle classmakesit
difficult for themto achievesucceslegitimaely thelower classyouths
experiencaform of culturecorflict thatCohenlabelsstatusfrustraion. As a
result,many of themjoint togetherin gangand engagen behavour thatis
nontutilitarian, maliciousandnegtivistic. (Siegel2006).

Subcultures partof thelargeculture of thesociety but possesisiga
valuesystem direcly opposedo thatof thelargersociay. Cohendescribes
thesubcutureasonethatfi t aits B@nthe largerculture,butturnsthem
upsidedown. Thedeling u e randiidis right by the standardsof his
subculturegoreciséy becausat is wrongby the norms of thelargecul t ur e s 0.

Subcultureof deviantsdevelopsas aresultof socializaton practices
foundin theghettoor slum environment. The membersof ganglack basic
skills necessa'y to achevesocialand ecoromic succes®r whatCohen calls
middle-class measiring roles(hard work, formal educaiton, delay
gratification). Theconsequencesf thisdeprivationresut into deviant
subculture.

CRITIC ISM
C o h ework Iselpsto explainthefactorsthatpromoteand sustan a

delinquentsubcuture.He stateghat socialforcesandnotindividualtraits
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combineto promote and sustaira delingquentcareer.This hasbeencriticized
ontheassimptionthatevey oneshareshe same culturalstandagsfor
judgingright andwrong.
Thechallergeto individualistichon-socbplogicalexplanatonsof cime was
providedby delinquentsubcultureheories, which cameto fruitionin
Americain thelate 1950sandeaty 1960s,most notally in work of Albert
Cohen(1955), RichardClowardand LIoyd Ohlm (1960).
4.0 CONCLUSION
You havelearnta reasonablenumber of a theoriesof causatiorof
crime. A generaltheory to explan all the crime hasnot emergedin oneof the
reasonirthat crime becausecrimeistool vanable,tooinfluencedoy moral
andpolitical entrepeneursto be seenasa unitary pheromenon(Chilton
1991).Eachof thetheoriesis usdul in explaining diff erentsituations.
50 SUMMARY
In this Unit, you havelearntthefollowing
- Socialcontol or bondtheay, its four elementandthecriticisms.
- Socialdisorganizatonandthecriticisms of othertheorigs
- Labellingtheay and its criticism
- Theay of delingLent subculturesandits criti cism.
6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT
How does labelingoneadeviantinfluencehis or herbehaviour?
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JusticeResearchBulletin 6, No.3.



104

UNIT 5: CONFLICT THEORY, RADICAL THEORY AND FEMINISM
CRIMI NOLOGY

CONTENTS

1.0 INTRODUCTION
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2.0 OBJECTIVES
3.0 MAIN CONTENTS
3.1 Conflict theory
3.2 Radicaltheory
3.3  Feminism criminology
3.4  Critical Criminology
4.0 CONCLUSION
50 SUMMARY
6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT
7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The criminologistemploys concetslike racism or ethncity , sexism,
capitalsm, imperidism, exploitatonandoppressionin explanaton of
causatiorof cime. The socialscientist arguesagainstccetanceof the status
andpurdy benevoént actionsof govenmentandthe seels of critical theay
begarto sproutgiving riseto theaiesof corflict, radicaltheay and feminism

theay of crime will be discussenh the Unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At theendof thisUnit, you shoud bealeto:
Explaincortlict theories
DiscussRadicaltheay
Explaincritical theory

Explainfeminismtheay
3.0MAIN CONTENT
3.1 CRITI CAL CRIMI NOLOGY

This persgective ememgedin theeaty 19700 asanexplictly

politicizedbody of work. It is concernedwith the multiplicity of waysin
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whichthe stateuses power. Critical theay was givenacalemic boostwhen
British scholars- Lan Taylor, Paul Walton and JackYoungpulishedd T h e
New Criminologyo. During the same period, a smallgroup of scholarsn the
United Statesalsoad@teda newcritical approachto criminology. The most
notedMarxist sctolarsin thatinstitution wereAnthony Platt, Paul Takagi,
Herman SchwendngerandJulianSchwendinger.OthersincludeRichard
Quinrey, Willi am Chambliss, StevenSpitzerandBerry Krisberg.

Critical criminology seeksto exdoretheways in whichthevarigbles
of classraceandgenderareplayedoutin the criminal justicesystem. It states
thateachof thesevariablesarticulatesa diff erentstructual relationship with
theinterestof thestake.

TheCritical criminologist viewscrime asa functionof the capitalst
mode of producton and notthesocial conflict, which mightoccurinany
sociay regadlessof its ecommic system. Accordingto thecritical
criminology, capitlism produceiaves and havenots,eachengagingin a
particularbranchof criminality.

In a capitalstsocidy, the stateapparatus which exerciseshe
ecoromic and political power alsocontrolthe definition of crime and the
mannerin whichthe criminaljustice system enforcesthelaw. Consequenty,
theonly crimesinvolving to the poor or proletariatarethe severéy
sanctionedexamples are streetcrimes,rape,murder,theft andmugging. The
wealhy bourgeoisesare involvedin actsthatdo greatharm andshould be
describedas crmesbutarenot. Examplesare racism, sexism, profiteering
andwhite collar crime.The reguldory laws which contol illegal business
activities, arerardy enforcedandviolatorsare lightly punishedjf at all.

Sinceprivate ownashp of propety is thetrue measureof succes
capitalsm, the statebecomesanally of thewealhy in protectingtheir
propety interestsHence, theft-relatedcrimes areoftenpunishedmore
sever¢y than areactsof violence.(Siezel2000).

Critical criminology thereore,not only reflectsa concernwith myriad

of mechansm whereby the stateredfirmsits powerandthe undetying
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structurakelationswhich supportthatpower. It alsorecaynizesthe
reciprocty inherenin therelatiorship between structureand agerty butalso
thatstructual relationsembaly the primary detemining contextsof
production reprodiction andneoolonialism (Walklate2003)

Critical criminology, then,is concened in aralysis thewaysin which
ideasthatsupportthe stateandstatepracticesserveto marginalizeand
consequety criminalize some groupsandnot others.

Fromwhatyou have learnedsofar, it is evident thatnotion of the
criminality of thestateshifts the criminological agendaaway from sesing
socidy asessentidly consensuaiowardsseeéngit is esentialy rootedin
cortlict. Thisfundamentalshift notonly locaesthe explanationof crime
squargy in thesodal domainbut alsocertresthe practicesof the powerful as
legitimateconcerndor the criminologicalagenda(Walklate 2003).

Accordingto critical theay, criminal law and criminal justicesystem
actsoldy as thanstrumentsfor controlingthepoorand, havenots in the
sociay. Thestateand its agencie®f controli police,couts andcorrectional
systemi are soldy thetool of thecapitalsts.

Capitalistjusticeservesthe poweful andrich andenablegshem to
iImposetheir morality and standads of behavour onthe crime society.
Critical criminologistsdevotecorsiderableattentionto therelationships
amongcrime,victims,the criminal andthe state. Two commonthemes
emerge (1) crime andits controlareafunctionof capitalsm (2)thejustice
systemis biasedigairst theworking classandfavourupperclassinterest.
CRITI QUE OF CRITICAL CRIMI NOLOGY
1. Some arguethatcritical criminology theay simply rehahesthe old
traditionof helpingtheunderdog, in whichthe poorstealfromtherichto
survive.

2. It wasargued thatcriti cal criminologistsunfairly neglectthe capitdist
systems eff ortsto reguateitself.
3. Critical criminologistsfailedto addresshe problems andcorflicts that

existin socialist countries.
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3.2 FEMINISM CRIMI NOLOGY

Mosttheaiesof crime anddelingquency have beendevebpedto
explainmale dvielation of thelaw andhave them beentestedwith data
collectedfrom boys or men. Oneexplanatonfor thisis thatmost
criminologistshave beenmenandthey have simply failedto acknowledgeor
beinterestedn law breakingby females.(Conklin 2006).

Theoriesof crime have equaly pad little attention to thefemale
offender oftenspeaking of criminal asif they areall men.

Thecentralconcernof theFeminist criminology represetedin the
work of CarolSmart (1976),Ann Campbell (1981)andFrancasHeidensohn
(1985),StevenMuncer(1994),KathleenDaly andMedaChesmy-Lind
(1988),certeredon broadeninghe scopeof criminology in anumberof
ways. They aimedto exposethe absenceof womenandgirls from main
stream ( fimale stream0o) criminology bothasoffendersaandvictims.In doing
so,they also sowght to developandestabisha fully criminological analysis of
femalecrime anddelinquercy. At thesametimeto sweep away the persistent
tendemry of thosewho did discuss femalecrime to do so within highly
individualisticframework which represerdgd womenin crudesteeaypesand
perpetuategdexistimagesandidedogies.

Furthemore, they sought to highlight whatthey sawasrelatedsexism
in thetreamentof women others in the criminaljusticesystem andpenal
policy. Finally, they stressedthe needfor requiredgreaterattenton to be paid
to womenas victimsand to the processesnd consequeres of victimization.

Feminist theoriesfocus on genderbut they also incorpaate race or
ethnicty and socialclassinto ther explanation of behaviour.

Daily and Chesney-Lind propse three major problems that gender
poses the for criminologist. The first is, the queston: whether theoriesof
crime, most of which were developed texplain andtestedon male subjects
areapplicableto women. The secondproblem is the genderratio pioblem, the

issueof why males commit more crimesthan females. Thethird problem is
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sexsmin female criminality andin the treament of female off endersby the
juvenileand criminal justicesystems.

Critical feminists argied genderinequality stem from the unequal
power of men andwomen in a cagpitalist society, which leadsto exploitation
of women by fatherand husbad. Under ths system, women are considereda
commodity worth possessindike landor maney.

Accordingto feminists, the origin of genderdifferencesan be traced
to the develgpmentof private propety and male deromination of the laws of
inheritancewhich led to male contol over propety and powe. Critical
feminists also focus on the social forces that shape womens lves and
experiencedo explain female criminality. They also indicated the justice
system ascontributing to thefemale delinquency.

Feminist policy soluionsin relationto female crimetendto focuson
strategiesto improving the treament of female offendersin the following
ways. rejecting the idea that women criminals are somehow particulaty
abnaomal.

Firsty, the tendery towardsthe medicaliation of women dcsime in
the judicial and penal systems, questoning programmes, whch assume that
turning females into good mothers and home-makerswill deflected away
from crime and on to their true path. Finally, many feminist criminologists,
recognizing as we suggestedealier that the legal system is often
fundamentdly sexist are advocaing a ratification of gender biases in the
constructon of laws and their erforcement. For example, in prostitution,
women arrestedfor soliciting are criminalizedandare much morelikely to be
prosecutedhanthar male clients (who may be persisent nuisances as Kerb-
Crawlersor theirmalepimps.

3.3 RADICAL THEORY

The social and political turmoil in European countres in the 1960 6 s
and1l 9 7 Octeateda renewedinterestin the Marxist theay. Although Karl
Marx did not write a greatdeal on the subject of crime, he mentined itin a

varigty of passagesscatteredthroughout his writings. His views on the
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relationshp between the ecoromic structure and sccial behaviour deepy
influence otherthinkers. Radcal theories of crime causaon are generdly
basedon Marxés ideas. Among its proponents were William J. Chambliss
1975,RichardQuinney 1977,Anthony M. Patt1982,Frank Pearae 1976.

The radical corflict theay employ a structural corflict model of
socidy and social relations, assgning central importance to economic
arrangmens and seeng sockties as typically charaterized by division of
interestsand classcortflict.

Many radical crimindogistshaveadapted Karl Marx generalmodel of
socigay in their explanation of crime. Marx saw corflict in socigy as being
dueto a scacity of resourcesanda historical inequalty in the distribution of
thoseresourcesnotady powe. The inequaity creaes a corflict of interest
between thse with and thosewithout power. By the dawn of the industrial
Age, corflict haddevdopedbetweentwo economic classes othe society, the
proletariat(the working class)andthe dominantbourgeoisigthe non working
ownersof wealth).(William andMcShare1999).

Radical criminologists have assumedhat classstruggleaff ectscrime
onthreefronts.

1. They havearguedthatthelaw itself is a tool of theruling class.

2. Radicalcriminologistsarguethatcapitalism is anecoromic system that
requirespeope to completeagainst eaclther in the individudistic pursuit of
material wealth. The emphasison acamulaton of wealthand property leads
to corflict betweercasesandevenwithin classes.

3. Radical criminologists must deal with relationships tothe mode of

productionasanexplanationfor crime.

Generdly, radical forms of criminologica theay focuson five major
concepts: social class and stratification, political ecoromy, family
disorganizéion, ecoromic corditions and suplus value. Economic conditions
are also critical to many radical theores. Unempbyment is among the most

common of thefactorsasaimedto beas®ciatedwith crime.
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According to radical criminologists, the destructve effects of
capitalsm, such ascrime, are not causedoy income or property inequality or
by poverty. Rather the competition among wealhy people and among the
poor people and between richand poor peope i the class strugglei andthe
practiceof taking advantage ofother people causecrime. They aso cause
income or property inequalty, poverty and many of the other problems that
arecharactestic of acapitalistsociety. (Bohm and Haley 2005).

For radical criminologists, laws protect capitdist property
precominantly; they are dispropotionatdy focus on shoplifting, burglary, car
theft, vandalsm and so on, and not on city swindles,business crime, tax
evasion and industial pollution by multinational ©mpanes. Large
corporatisms andbushessleaders arasufficiently powerful to be able to avad
criminal labels being attachedto their activities. The limited proseutions of
the extensivecormorae and white-collar cime, which do exigs serve the
important symbolic purpose of sustainng al illusion that the law is
nonpartisa. A secad illusion is also created by this selectiveconstruction
and erforcanent of the law; working-classstreet crime and not upperclass
0 s u i imes, reeptomizedasthe crime problems both officially andin the
mindsof working-classpeoplethemselves.

It hasbeenarguedthatif the current legal definition of crime supports
the ruling classin a capitalist system andredefining crimeasthe violation of
human rights. The radical criminologist have arguedthat the sdution to the
crime problem is a benevolentsocialst saciety governed by democraticaly
elected represeatatives of the population. They maintan that a socialist
socigy would first requirethe develgmentof political awarenessmong all
people disadantagedby the cepitalist system. Such people must be aware
thatthey are in a classstruggle. Onceenoughpeopleare aware,accordingto
radical criminologists, theronly throughpraxis will the new socialst socidy
beachieved.

CRITIC ISM
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1. Radical definition of crime as the violation of human rights is too
broadandvague.

2. Its adherets are pursuing a political agendaand thusarenot objective
in theirwork.

4.0 CONCLUSION

All the corflict persgctives discesedaboveemanate from the works
of Karl Marx in histheory of classandclass corflict.

The corflict perspeate, whetherradical or critical has changedthe
natureof criminological theorizng over the decades. While it is difficult to
characterize cdtict theories beame of their diversty, there are certain
commonaities.

50 SUMMARY

In this Unit, youlearred, amongotherthings,thatfoundthat

- Corflict theoriescriticized the functionaist assimption that sodety
sharesa single set of values.It believesthat societes have many
groups which have different, often conflicting values and that the
strongestgroup in the socigy have the power to define the values of
weakergroup asdeviant.

- Feminist criminology is centered on broadening the scqe of
criminological agendain a number of ways. For instancethey aimedat
exposing the absnce of girls and women from main stream
criminology bothas offendersandas victims.

- Radical criminologists have assumedhat classstruggleaffectscrime
on threefronts: the law astool of the ruling class,capitalsm as an
ecoromic system that requirespeopleto compete againsteachotherin
the individualistic pursuit of materialwealth,andcrimeis a selection

of relationships$o themodeof producton.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

What are the asumptions of the radical criminologists? Are the
accusationsf thefeministcriminologigsjustified?
7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you shall learn abaut the concept of violent crimesand various

causef violence. Thetypes,naure and extent of violent crime will alsobe

andysed. The histary and legal issues pertaining to this violent crime, will

alsobediscussed.

2.0

OBJECTIVES

At theendof thisunit, you shoud be ableto:

Understandhevanouscause®f violentcrimes.
Identify the sourceof violence.
Analysetheeff ectof violence.

Identify the varioustypes,natureand extentof violentcrimes.
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Evaluatethe eff ectivenessf thelegalcortrol to violentcrime.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 THE CAUSESOF VIOLENCE
3.1.1 Evolutionary FactorsHuman I nstinct
Sigmund Freuwd, (1922) a renowned psychologist belieed that human
aggressionra violence are producedby instinctual drivesFreud maintained
that the human possesestwo opposing psychological divesthat interactto
control behaviour eos: the life instinct, which drives people towards self
fulfillment and enjoyment; and thanatos, the deathinstinct, which produes
sef-destruction. Thaatos can be expressd externaly (as violence and
sadsm) or internaly (assuicide,alcoholism, or otherself destrutive habits).

As aggresion is instinctual,Freudsawlittle hopefor its treamert.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Whatis violence?

3.1.2 Drug Abuse

Drug abwse may be defined asthe it a trabyd overdepadenceor misuseof

one particular drugwith or without a prior medical dagnosisfrom qualified

health practitioners. me people are subsance abusersand their behaviour
causeghem to beame involvedin violent behaviour patten. Drug abusehas
beenlinked to violencein oneof threeways.

0] Psycho-pharmacobgical Relationsip: Violence may be the direct
consequenceof ingeging mood-alteiing substancethat is likely to
reducescognitive allity, while limiting the capady for rational
dialogueand compromise.

(i) Ecoromic Compulsve Behaviour: Drug users/dealers sert to
violenceto obtainthefinancialresourcesto supporttheir habit.

(i)  Systemic Link: Violence escalatesvhendrug dealinggangsflex their

muscleto dominateaterritory anddrive out rivals.
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3.1.3 Socializaion and Upbringing

Anotherview is thatimproper socializaion and upblingingis responsiblefor
the onsetof violentacts.This view is preseted by StephenWhitney (2003)in
his book fi Earining the link between child abuseand youth violen ¢ eHe 0
stbmits that absent or deviantparens, incorsistentdiscipline, physical abuse,

andlack of supervsion haveall been linked to persistentiolent off ending.

3.1.4 Exposureto Violence

Peoplewho are constantly expased to violence at home, at school, or in the
envircnment may adgt violent methodsthemselves. $me are exposedat an
ealty ageto violence in the home. In same cases,people are exposedto
violencewhenthey associate withviolent peers. Expaosure toviolent canalso

occurwhenpeopleare forcedto live in violent, dangerouseigtbourhood.

3.1.5 Cultural Values/Sibculture of Violence

Another theory is that violence is the product of the beliefs, values, and

behavioursthat devebp in the n a t i pmaneét and most disorgamzed area.
Regionsthat experence violence seem to clustertogether.To explain this

pheromeron, crimindogists Marvin Wolfgang and France Ferracut (1967),

formulated he famous conceptthat some areascontain an independent

subcultureof violence.

3.1.6 PeerGroup Influences

Empirical evidenceshows that violenceratesare highestin urban areawhere
subculturalvaluessupport teenagegangs,whosememberstypically embrace
the use of violence. Criminologist Scott Decker (19%4), found that gang
violencemay beinitiatedfor a variety of reasons:

(@) It enablesiew membesto showtoughressduring initiation stages.

(b) It can be usedto retaliate aganst rivals for actual or perceved

grievances.
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(c) It protectsowneship, suchas when violence eruptswhen grafiti is
defacedby rivals.

(d) It protectgurf fromincursionsby outsicers.

3.2 FORCIBLE RAPE

According toWilliam Green(1988), rape (from the Latin rapere, to take by
force) is ddfined in commonlaw as fi t Itanal knowledge of a female
forcibly and againsther wi | It i® ane of the most loathed, misunderstood,
and frighteningcrimes.Rapeinvolves nonconsensuakexual intercoursethat
a male performs against a female he is netther marriedto nor cohabitating
with.

In Nigeria, rapeis the most seriouskind of sexualassaultand is punishable
with imprisanment for life with or without whipping. The offenceis defined

in section357 of theNigeriacriminal codeas follows:

Any pesonwho hasunlawful carnalknowledge ofa woman or girl, without
her consent, or with her conset, if the consentis obtaired by force or by
means of threator intimidationof any kind, or by fearof ham, or by means
of Falseand Frauduént representadn asto the natureof the act, or, in the
caseof a marriedwoman,by personatng herhusbandijs guilty of an offence

whichis cdledrape.

In Nigeriaaccordng to section30 of the criminal code,a male personunder
the ageof 12 yearsis presimedto be incapable of havingcanal knowledge.
It follows from this that he cannot be guilty of the offence of rape or
attempted rape although on such a chargehe may be convicted of indecent
assaultThe presumptionis one of law andcannotbe rebuttedoy showing that
the accued hasreacled the full stateof puberty eventhoughheis below the
ageof 12 years.A husband canot be guilty of rapeuponhas wife. But this

privilege or immunty is of limited effect.If the marriage hasbeendissolved,
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or if aseparatiororder containing clausethatthewife be nolongerboundto
cohabitwith her husband thenthe implied consentto interacursegiven by the
wife at marriageis therdy revokedandwhile the orderis in forceit will be
rapefor the husbad to haveintercoursewith the wife without her consent.
The mere fact that a wife has presentedh petition for divorce does not by
itself revokethe implied consento intercouse. An undertakingoy a husband
(in lieu of aninjunction)i n to assaultmolest or otherwiseinterferewith his
wife é é . & equivaent toan injunction and hasthe effect of revoking the
implied consentto intercourse Althougha husbandmay not be guilty of rape
upon his wife, yet if he uses force or violence toexergése hs right to
intercoursehe may be guilty of assaultor wounding.Also a women cannot
be guity of committing rapeupona manbecauseaccording to secton 357the
offencecanonly be committed upn a woman or girl. In evey casewherea
personis incapable of committing rape he or she may be chargedwith the
offenceby virtue of section7 of the codefor aiding, counselling orprocuring

the commissionof theoffence.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISEI

Discusghe definition of rapeasgivenin NigerianCriminal Code.

3.2.1 Formsof Rape

€) Gang Rape: This is the rape that involves multiple offenders toan
individual. Gangrapesthen, as might be expected, aranore severein
violenceandoutamme.

(b)  Serial Rape: Same rapistsareonetime off endersput othersengagein
multiple or serialrapes.

(©) Acquaintance Rape: Acquaintarce rapeinvolves someone known to
the victim, including family members and friends. Included within
acquaintancerape are the subcategoriesof (i) date rape, which
involves a sexualattack during a couring relationshp; (ii) statubory

rape which refers to sexual relations between an underageminor
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female and an addt male. Although the sex is not forced,the law,
stresghatyounggirls of certainageareincapableof giving corsent.

(d) Marital Rape: Which is forcible sex between peoplewho arelegdly
married to eachother.A legaly marriedhusband couldnot be chaged
with rapng his wife. The origin of this legal doctrine @n be tracedto
the sixteenth 1 certury pronouncement of Matthew Hale, England 6 s
Chief Justicewho wrote.

A b thé husbandcamot be guilty of rapecommitted
by himself upon his lawful wife, for by their mutual
matrimonial consents and contract the wife hath
given up herselfin this kind unto the husband which

shecannotret r act . O

In some jurisdiction, the law hasfi r e tdo thegiivilege anda husbandcan
now be liable if he rapeshis legitimate wife. According toDavid Finkelhor
(1985) researchindicates thatmany women are raped each year by thar
husbandss part of an overall patternof spousalabuse andthey deservethe
protectionof the law. Not surprisng, the marital exemption has undergone
significant revison. Today, amost evay state in United Statesrecognizes

marital rapeasacrime.

3.2.2 Rapeandthe Law

Julie Horney and Cassia Spohn(1996) in their write-up on fi a gwatedarape
c a s sumigesthatof all violent crimes, none hascreaed such corflictin the
legal system asrape. Evenif women chooseto reportsexual asaultto police,
they are often initially reluctantto a number of reasonsamong themis the
attitude of police, prosecutas, and court personneland the legal
technicalites. Howewer, police and courtsare now bemming more sensitve
to the plight of rapevictims. In some jurisdictions,the justice system takesall
rape casesseriousy and haslaid specialtaskforce,courtsare proceededor

speely disposalby specialisedagency.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE Il
List theforms of rapeyou know.

3.3 HOMIC IDE

Homicide isthe name givento all killings of human beingby anoter human
being.It may be lawful or unlawful; feloniaus or nonfeloniows. Homicide is
lawful if it is justifiable, asin the executon of public justice, or in the
advanement of future justice, or in sef-defence. It is exausabe if death
occursin thecouseof pureaccidentunderanhonestandrea®nablemistake,
surgical operaton, in self defenceor while engagedin sports. Felonious
homicide is either murder or manslaughte. Manslaudpter is the unlawfully

killing of anothelin such circumstancesas rot to consttute murder.

At common law, murder lies i1 w h ear person of sound memory and
discretion,unlawfully killeth any rea®nablecreaturein beingand underthe
Qu e epearewith malice aforethought, efter expressor implied the death
following within a year anda day. ©nder theNigerianLaw, murderis where
a personunlawfully kills another,deathfollowing within a year and a day
underany of thefollowing circumstancesthatis to say:

(1) If theoffenderintendsto causehe deathof the personkilled, or that of
some otherperson.

(2) If the offenderintends to do to the personkilled or to some other
personssame sefousharm.

(3) If deathis causedoy means of an act donein the prosecuion of an
unlawful purpose,which act is of such nature as to be likely to
endangehumanlife.

(4) If theoffenderintendsto do grievous ham to some personto facilitate
the Commission of an offencefor which the offendermay be arrested
without warrant or to facilitate theflight of an offender, whohas

committed or attempted to commit any suchoffence.
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(5) If deathis causedby administeling any stupefying or over powering
thingsfor eitherof thepurposesbove.
(6) If deathis causedby will fully stoppng the breathof any personfor

eitherof suchpurposes.

The guilty intent for murderappearswider in Nigeriathanthe common law;
malice aforethowht meansno more thara fredy formed intention of a peron
to pursuea courseof conduct,which the personrealizeswill or may bring

aboutthe deathof someperson.

3.3.1 Degreeof Murder

Thereare differentdegreesof homicide. Frst degreemurder ocaurs whena
personkills amnother after premeditaion and deliberation. Also, a killing

acompanying a felony, suchasrobbey, rape, usualy consttutesfirst degree

murder.

Secondi degree murder requres thatalthough may be devoid the killer to
have malice of malice aforethought(premeditation or delibeation). He had
shown a warton disregard for the victimd dife and possessed #h serious

bodily harm would result from his or herall or foresightomisson.

Homicide without maliceis called manslaughter andis usualy punishedless
than murder. In Nigeria, the maxmum punishment is life imprisanment.
There is no minimum prescription. Examples of manslaugter ae deaths

arisingfrom reckless driving of motorvehicles.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE IlI

Discusghe differentlevelsof degreesf homicide.

3.4 ASSAULT AND BATTERY
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Although many people mistakeny believethe term assalt and batery refers
to a singe act, they are actualy two separate crimes. Battery requires
offensive applicatin of force is touchirg, slapping, hitting, or punching a
victim. Assaultmay not necesarily be physical. It may be verbale.g.threat

that force is aboutto be usedon the victim. Theseare categories of assault
and battey ranghg from commonassailt which is a misdemeanorto assault
occasioning am, wounding and aggravated assaultwhich are felonious.In

the Uniform Crime Report (UCR), the Fedeal Bureaus of Intelligence (FB)

defines seriousassault,or aggravated assaulis i a umlawful attack by one
personupon another for the purpose of inflicting severeor aggravéed bodiy

injury. ®his definition is similar to theone usedin mostcountries.

Section252 of the Nigeriacriminal Code Act defined assault ag person who
strikes, touches, ormoves,or other wise applies force of any kind to, the

personof another either direcly or indirecty, without his congnt, or with his

consent,if the conset is obtainedby fraud, or who by any bodily act or

gestureattempts or threatensto apdy force of any kind to the person of

anotherwithout his consentin suchcircumstanceghat the personmaking the

attempt or threat has actualy or apparently a presentability to affect his

purpose issaidto assult that other person, and the act is called an assault.
Section 351 stipul#ée that any person who unlawfully assaultsanother is

guilty of a misdemeanor anis liable, if no greaterpunisiment is providedto

imprisonmentfor oneyear.

Thefollowing arekinds of assaultn Niger i &romal Code:
Common assault

Seriousassault

Assaultoccasionng harm

Indecentassaulton females

Indecentassaulton maes

Assaultwith intent to commit unnaturaloff ence

N o o0~ DR

Assaultwith intent to steal
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Assaultwith intent to compelaction
Assaulton persans protectingwredks
10. Assaultoccasionng harm
11. Wounding

In Nigeria, assult is also usedto include assaultand battery. Battery is an
injury or wrong done to the body of anotherin an aggieved, angy,

revengéul, rudeor insolentmamer.

As you may obseve,theterm 6 Aaud t W@ry wide. It includessuch actsas
kissing a woman aganst her will, settingof dog at a person,spitting at the

faceof anothepersonpointingagunator trying to strike anotrer.

3.5 ASSAULTIN THE HOME

Child Abuse: One area of family violencethat hasrecaeved a great deal of
media attenton is child abuseThis term describes ay physical or emotional
traumato a child for which no rea®nableexplanation,such asan accidentor
ordinay disciplinary practices,can be found. Child abuse can result from
actual physical beathgs administeredto a child by hards, feet, weapons,
belts, sticks, buming, and so on. Humiliating wordsor failure to provide

necesgy of life tanamountto child abus.

Sexual Abuse: Another aspectof the abusesyndrome is sexual abusei the
exploitaton of children through rape, incest, prostiution or harasment.
Sexualabuseis of paticular cncernbecausehildrenwho havebeen abused
experiencesuchsymptoms, asfear, post traumatic stressdisorder,and poor
self esteem. Victims may have unwanted pregnanciesHIV/AIDs and may

die,or getmamed.
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Parental Abuse: Paents are sometimes the targetof abusefrom their own
children. Researchconductedby Arina Ulman and Murray Strausfound as
follows:

0] Theyounger thechild, thehighertherateof child-to-parent violence
(CPV).

(i) At all agesmorechildrenwereviolentto mahersthanto fathers.

(i)  Bothboysandgirls hit mothersmorethanfathers.

(iv) At all agesslighty more boys than girls hit parents.

Ulman and Strausfound that child-to-parent violence was associged
with some form of violence by parerts, which could either be husbandto-
wife, wife-to-husband,corporal punisiment of children, or physical abuse.
They suggestthat if the useof physical punishment could be eliminatedor

curtailed thenchild-to-parentviolencewould similarly decline.

SpousalAbuse: Spousal abusehasoccurredthroughoutrecoraed history and
it is still widespred today. Richard Gewes and Murray Strausfound that 16
percentof sureyed families hadexperienced husbandwife assausk. In U.S.
Police Departments 60 to 70 perent of evening calls involve domestic

disputes.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Discusghe typesof assauliyou know.

4.0 CONCLUSION

From this unit, studerts of criminology shoud be ableto know the causesof
violence, thenaure and extentof violent crime. The unit hasbriefly reviews
some hypothetical saurcesof violence. Then it focuseson speific types of
interpersoal violence, rape, homicide, assult, robbey and intempersonal

violence.

5.0 SUMMARY
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From this unit, studens of criminology shoud be ableto know that violence
has bemme an all too common aspectof modernlife. Among the various
explanatims of soures of violent crime are exposureto violence, persorl

traits and make up, evolutionay factorsand human instincts, cultural values

anda subailture of violence subsénceabuse, socialisatbn andupbringing.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT:

Discusghe Various Causesf Violence
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Violent crime is an hamful, destuctive and injurious ads which has the
capabilitiesto threaen and disorganise asocigy. This can reault when it
involves mass killing, maiming and destrucion of propety. In this unit we

shallexamineviolent crimesor robbey and terrorism.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At theendof thisunit you shoud beableto;
Definetheterm terrorism;
Differentiatebetweerterroristandguerilla;
Identify contemporary forms of Terrorist.
Definetheterm 6 bheryd .
Identify typesof robbery.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 ROBBERY
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Robbey, may be defined asfi t Iaking or attempting to take anything of
value from the care, custaly or contol of a personor persms by force or
threatof forceor violenceand/orby putting thevictimin fe a r A rébbey is
a violent crime. It involves the use of force to obtan money or goods.
Robbey is punishedseveréy andin proportion the amount of force used

duringthecrime, ratherthanthevalue of theitemsstolen.

According tolwarmie Jaja(1991:38) for an actto constituterobbeay fi a thel
elementsof larceny, plustwo additional elem e n imgstbe present. First, the
propety must be taken from the person who pos®sseslegal right of
ownershipand secandly, fit must be takenby force,violenceor the threatof
violence or intimidaio n ®&y law, robbery is a crime of violence since it
involves he useof force or violenceand/orthe threatof violenceto obtain

anything of value.

Section401 of Nigeria criminal codeAct defined robbey asany personwho
stealsany thing, andat or immedatdy before or immedatdy after the time of
stealingit uses or threatensto useactualviolenceto any person ormropety in
orderto obtainor retain thething stolen orto prevent orover come resistance

to its being stolenor retained,is said to be gulty of robbey.

The offence of robbey in Nigeria criminal code is punishable with
imprisonmentfor 14 years.But if the offenderis armedwith any dangerousor
offensive weapon, ds in company with oneor more otherpersonor persons
or wounds or uses personal viodnce to any peron, he is liable to
imprisonment for life with or without whipping. Because of the alarming
increasein cags of armed robbey after the Civil War the Robbery and
Fireams (specialprovisions) Decree,No. 47 of 1970 was passedto provide
severempunshmentfor the offenceand more speely mode of trial. Underthe
Degreethe offenceof robbey is puniable with imprisonment for not less

than 21 years.If the offenderis armed with any firearms or any off ensive
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weaponor is in company with any personso armed, or at or immediatdy
before orimmediatdy after the time of the robbe'y he wounds any person the

puniiment is deah whichis executedby hanging or by Firing squal.

There are scales of robbey: robbey, armed robbery, pety or less
sophisticéed andthe prodigious.It is armed robbey if the offenderis amed
with firearms, or any offensiveweaponor is in the company with any person
so armedor at or immediatdy before or immediatéy after the time of the

robbey, the off endemwoundsor usesany personalviolenceto any person.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISEI
Definetheterm 6 bberybasstatedn Nigeriats Criminal Code.

3.2 TYPOLOGY OF ROBBERY

McClintock and Gibson (1961)formulateda typology for robbey. According

to them, there couldbe up to five classfication of the natureof robbey cases.

Thesenclude:

(1) Robbey of persams who, aspartof their employmentare in chargeof
money or goods. This categaoy includesrobberiesin Jewety staes,
banks offices,andother placesn whichmoney changesands.

(2) Robbey in an open area. Theserobberes include street off ences,
mugging,pursesnatching,and otherattaks

(3) Robbey on private premises.This type of robbey involves robhng
peopleafter breakinginto homes.

(4) Robbey after preliminary associéion of shat duration. This type of
robbey comesin theaftermath of a chancemeetingin abar,at aparty,
or aftera sexualenmunter.

(5) Robbey d&ter previous associatn of same duration between the
victim andoffender. Incidents pattens 4 and 5 are substanially less
common than stronge-to-strangerrobberes, which acmunt for more
than75 percentof thetotal (Siegel1992:309).
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE Il
Whatis robbery? Give examples.

3.3 TERRORISM

3.3.1 What is Terrorism?

Terrorism, as ameansto achievepolitical ends, is nota new pheromenon;but
it hasrecenty acquied a new intensity (Malcam Shav, 1997:803). Aircraft
hijacking and Hostaye taking are terrorist activities known to terrorism. Are
freedomfightersterrarists or not? What about terrorist attackson propety,
personor both? Shoud there not be a distinction betweerpurdy criminal
attacks and politically inspired attacks? What proper motive or intention
shouldbe requiredfor the offenceof terrorism Answea's to questions of this

naturemakeit difficult to defineterrorism.

Some attempts have, howeverbeen madeto define 6 t e smd oHelie are
examples:Terrorismis:-
The useor threatof violenceto intimidateor causepanicespecially as
a means of affecting political corduct. @lack Law Dictionary: p.
1484).
Criminal actsintendedor calculated toprovoke astate of terrorin the
generalpublic, a group of personsor particular persons$or political
purposeé whatever the consideation of a political, philosgphical,
ideological,radal, ethnic, religious, or any other naturethat may be
invoked to justify them. (Gereral AssemblyResolutons 49/60 (1994)
and51/210 (199). (UN GA Re®lution 49/60(199%4).
All criminal ads directed againsta state and intendedor calalatedto
createa stateof terrorin the mindsof partiaular persos or a group of

person®r thegeneal public. (Leagueof NaionsConwention, 1937).
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Writers have also attemptedto describe Terrorism. For example Scmid,
(2005:1-2, 17) defined Terrorism or an anxety T Terrorism or an anxigy i
inspiring method of repeatedviolentaction, employed by (Semi-) Clandestine
individual, group or state acors, for idiosyncratic, ciminal, or political
reasonswherdyy 1 in contrastto assassiation 1 the directtargetsof violence
are not the main targets. The immedide human victims of violence are
generdly chosen randomly (targets of opporunity) or selectivdy
(representate or symbolic targets)from a target population, and serve as
message gener#ors. Threatand violencebased ommunication processes
betweenterrolist (organization), (imperiled) victims, and main targets are
usedto manipulate the main target (audience), turning in into a target of
terror, a targetof demandspr a targetof attention, depemling on whether

intimidation, coergon or propagadais primarily sough.

Some older countries also enactedarti terrorists laws,which provide an
operationaldefinition of terrorism. The United Kingdom Terorism Act, 2000
definesTerrorism as auseor threatof action:
Involving serpus violence against persa, or seriousdamageto
propety.
Endangengthelife of apersorotherthanthe6t er r or i st 6
Creatinga seriousrisk to the healthor sdety of the public or a secton
of thepublic,or

Designingseriousy to inteiferewith or disrupt anelectraic system.

The designaltogethermust be to influencethe govenment or intimidatethe
public or a section of the public and made for the purposeof advancinga
political, religiousor ideologicalcause. Wherethe useof or threatof action
involvesthe useof firearmsor explosves,it neednot be desgnedto influence

thegovenmentor to intimidatethe public or selectionof thepublic.

3.3.2 Terrorist and Guerilla



131

Accordingto RobertFriedlander (979), the word terroristis often usedinter
changealy with the term guerila; howeve, the terms are quite different.
Guerilla ®mes from the Spanishterm meanng A Iwiatr whicke developed
out of the Spanishrebellion aganst Frerch troops after Napokon 1808
inversionof the Iberian PeninsulaTerorist have anurbanfocus.Operatingin

small bands, or cades,of threeto five members, tley targetthe properties or
personsof their enany, suchas members ofthe ruling classGuerilas onthe
other hand, are located in rural areaand attack the military, the police and
govenmentofficials. Theirorganiséions can grow quite large and eventudly

take the form of a conventiom military force. However guerillas can
infiltrate urban areasin small bands, and terrorist can make forays into the

county side. Hence the terms areusedinterchangeaby.

3.3.3 Terrorism and the Nigerian Sockety

Terrorism is a devasating trend that our contemporay word has had to
grapplewith in most recenttimes. It is both domestic and intemational and
hasspreadearinto the heartof statesweakandstrongalike. However, it has
beenvery difficult to arrive at an objective definition of the term, and even
the United Nations(UN) hasnot beenableto agreeon a paricular definition.
It is a fluid andchangngterm especidly when issuesof freedomfighting and
self detemination are concernedHowever,thereseams to be a meeting point
betweenthe diff erent viewsasterrolism is generaly acceptedto be propelled
by politically driven agenciesdelibeate and well-designedviolent strategies
targetedat civilians and public facilities, with the long-term aim of usingfear

to achievegoals.

On 25 December2007, Nigeria made newsheadlinesandwasthus associated
with global terrorism at leastfor a time-after 23 year old Nigerian attempted
to blow up a Detrat-boundDelta airliner. The aftermath of this infamous act
was the listing of Nigeria on the United States (US) terrarism watch list as

one of 14 countries of special (securty) interest. This paper examines



132

terrorism in relaion to Nigeria, and andyses factors that can encourage
terroristinclinations with the Nigerian Stateand the optionsthat the statehas
in essepeit looksinto the meaning of thistrendto theNigerianpolity andthe

individual citizenvis-a-vis the presentterorist situationin theworld.

3.3.4 Nigeria and Global Terror ism

Theignobleaction of a Nigerianto blow up a passengers lbind planein US,
though unsuccesful, had seribus ramificationsfor his county Nigeria was
blacklistedon the US terrorwatchlist or among countriesof special interesa
saga that acked the Nigerian political foundation. This compounded the
Woes of Nigerian tavelers tothe US and indeedmany other parts of the
(Western)World, since apartfrom otherignoble connotaitons attahedto the

Nigerianpassportthere wasa newdimersion-terrorism.

Many Nigerian analyst and policy makers blamed the US for blacklisting
Nigeria on the terror watch list, arguing that Nigeria is not a terrorist state,
simply becaise of the actionsof a single Nigerian. Despite this fact, one
cannot igore the fact that global terror links have gone father than
Afghanistan, Paktan,or Yemen PeterPham (2010) notesthat Al Daedais
morning swiftly at taking root in Africa, and soon, Africa will be the new
battle field. According to Pham, Al Daedahas plansto make Africa its new
nestfor the grooming of more terroristsin the military expedition against
target enegies, because the continent is a very significant regon. This
significance isnot only becauselslam is strong within the coninent, but
becausehe coninenthasbeame a haven for dangeous adtivities. The fact
that poverty is so predominant,stateand governancesp corrupt, borderstoo
weak and religious bigotry so wide spread makes African easy prey for
terrorist groupsesyecially as they use religion and antrwesternideologies
and propagandato mobilize or lure disillusioned indivdual is into their

network. This is where Nigeria comesin and as a statethatis notoriousfor
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weaknessone cannotrule out the possibility of terrorist cells being run-

thoughsecaety for now-in the country.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISEIV
Discusshe measuesof combatingterrorismin Nigeria.

3.3.5Internal violent uprising in Nigeria: arecipefor terrori sm?

Religiousextremism and fundamentadim in northernNigeriais oneissue that
Is linkable to terronsm. It is clear that Nigeria is a naion of many ethnic
groupsthat all have differentapproachedo life. It is also proventhat the
major tools of mobilization in Nigeria are religion and ethricity. Since the
return to democray in May 1999, the number of violent clashes between
Christianand Muslims hasrisen tremendousand at evey slight provocation
that has any links with Islam, Christian andSouthern settlerin the North

bemme victims of atiacksorchestatedin forms of religiousbigotry.

Acceptingthat religion is a major rallying point for peoplein Nigeria,and
consideringthe fact that more and more carnageshave beenperpetrated
within the regon in the name of religion, it bemmeseasy to concludes that
terrorism (asin the casein the middle Eastor evenat-Shabbatin Somalia)
may not be too far from Nigeriaif theseextremists by hod on the Muslim

community in the North of Nigeria

3.3.6 Boko Haram

Boko Haram is an Islamic militant sectin northern Nigeia, thaught to be in
existence sinc&995, and operating inY obe, Bauch,andBorno Staes.It has
engaged ira number of planned attacked opolice statils and other public
facilities, accountingfor thousandof deatls. The groupis a fundanentalist
groupwith antiwestern ideologes andholds westerncivilization to be sinful,

while propagatingtheIslamic culture.
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It is recordedhatthis grouphasatta&ked many Govemment Forces andnade
differentlocationsin Bauch,Yobe, Kano and Borno Staes quite inhabitalbe
asit carriedout attaks on peopleand Government agenciesalike. Though
some militants in this groupare not Nigerian, andthey come in from outside
the county to commit deady attads on people and pubilic facilities, it points

evenmoreto thevulnerability of thecourtry to terroristinfiltration.

3.3.7 The Nigeria Delta and the Struggle against Exploitation

In the Niger Delta region of Nigeria, young men and women ae easly

recruitedto join militant groups. Between he years 1990 and 2003, and2007
and2009Rivers Satewasthe hub of milit ant activities. Thoughthese violent

attacksensuedbetween two militant groups-Niger Delta peoplesvolunteer
force(NDPVF) andNiger Delta Vigil ante Force (NDVF), the latterallegedy

sponsoredy the State,while the former osensibly fightsfor the rights of the
Niger Delta minority groupsthey were characterizedoy Wanton bloodshed.
Thoughthere were no incidentsof suicide bombing,the fact remained that
many innocentpeople were killed for the causeof the Niger Delta struggle.
What the incentves wereto join thesemilitant groupsthen and now may

differ, but at the moment, militancy is lucrative where powerty and
unemploymentis entenched.Many of thesegroupshave gown powerful and
wealhy becage of the capitalthey acquire.Throughstolen oil and political

Godathers andgpon®rs, many of themare well grounded with information

technolgy and have developednetwaks with other militant groups across
the county. Thesearereal threds to nationalsecurty andissuesof concern

within the sphere®f globalterrorism.

3.3.8Evaluating Terrorist Threatsin Nigeria

Terrorism in terms of a political motivatedviolencetargeed at innocentnon
combatantsby a clandestine groupmay be too much of a tag to place on
Nigeria. However,the rate of corruptionin the county, the porosity of its

borders, the widely spreading anttwestern feeling among Muslim
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fundanentdists, and the rate of poveaty in the county are loopholes that
terrorist groups can build uponto estalish terroristcells in Nigena if there
arenone alredy in existence.To concludetherdore,Nigeriais not a terrorist
state,but theseissuesdemand attertion beauseterrorism in its presentstage

of evolutionmay enguf the nation.

4.0 CONCLUSION
From this unit, you should be able to descibe the varioustypes of violent
crime. Theseviolentcrimes, do causeintensepersonaintrusions andanxidy

aboutpeope Gsdety andwell beingwhich instill persstentfearin them.

50 SUMMARY
You have beenable to learn alout the types, meanng and dimension of
differentacts of violent crime patticulady robbey and terrorism. Theseare

notexhausive but merely demonstrateindivi dual actsof violentcrime.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT
Give your suggsation on how Govenment shouldtackled the upsurgein

internaluprisingin Nigeria.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you shall examine the natureand extentof ecoromic crime. The

unit focuseson theft related off ences andhe more sefousforms of breaking

offences whichinvolve forcible enty and breakinginto per s o hofesor

placeof work andarson. Arsonis discussedbriefly.

2.0

3.0
3.1

OBJECTIVES

At theendof thisunit, you shoud be ableto:

Narratethe history of theft offences.

Recognizeéhediff erencedetweerprofessiamal andamateur thieves.
Identify the similarities and diff erencesdetweenthe varioustypes of
larceny.

Explainthediff erentformsof shoplfting.

Critiquethe concepibf fraud.

Define breakingoffencesandarson.

MAIN CONTENT

OCCASIONAL CRIMINALS

Though criminologsts are not certain, whether the majority of ecoromic

crimes are the handwork of amateur criminals whosedecisionto stealis
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spontanenos and whose acts are unsklled, impulsive, and haphazard.
Occasionalpropety crime oppatunities areavailable to membeas of all
classesput members of the upper classhave the oppatunity to engagein
white collar crime. White collar crime may be define ascrime committedby
peoplewho belong to uppersocioeconomic classin the ordinay courseof
their business activities. Example of white collar crime are; embezzlement,

commercialbribery, kick-back,tax violation, etc.

Situational imucementare shortterminfluencesonap e r s hemvosr that
increaserisk taking. Theseinclude psychdogical factors,such as financial
problems, and social factors, such as peer pressure.Opportunity and
situational inducemerts are not the cawse of crime; rather, they are the
occasionfor crime, hence, the term occasional criminal. The oppatunity to
commit crime and the short term inducement to do so are not rancbmly
situated;some peopletypically poor young males, have an ample suppy of
both. Consegently, the frequery of occasonal property varies according to
age,class,sex,andso on. Occasional fiendersare not professionalkriminal.
They do they makecrime their ocaupation,nor rely on skills or knowledgeto
commit their crime, or organizetheir daily activities around crime. They are
not committed tocrime asa way of life, although tiey may havelittle group

supportfor theirads.

Unlike professionalsthey do not receiveinformal peergroupsugport for their
crimes. In fact, they will deny any connection to a criminal lifedyle and
insteadview their trarsgression@asbeing i 0 oftc h a r aBedtauseof. their
lack of commitment toa criminal lifedyle, occasionaloffendersmay be the

mostlikely to regpondto thegeneradeterrait effectof thelaw.

3.2 PROFESSIONAL CRIMIN ALS
In contrastto occasonal criminals, professonal ciminals make a significant

portion of their income from crime. Prdessionalcriminal do not delude
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themselveswith the belief that their actsare impulsive, one time efforts, nor
do they employ elaborate ratioralisations to excusethe harmfulness of their
action( Aagpltiting doe s medly hurt anyone 0 Prafessionakriminal pursue
their crat with vigour, learn from older and more experenced peers,
criminals skills and technigques.Though their numbers are reldaively few,

professional&ngaein crimesthatcausehe more significantsocial ham.

The mosttypical preoccupationof professiamal criminals are theft andrelated
crimes, pocket-picking, burglay, shopifting, forgey and counterfeiting,

extortion,sneaktheft, and corfidenceswindling.

3.2.1 Theft/Stealing

Accordingto S. T. Reid (198) that theft is the taking of persnal propety
withouttheow n e cofsentand with theintent to deprivethe owner ofhis or
her propety permanaitly. Theft rangesfrom the pety to the aggravatedform
of stealing. It involves small amount of money or property, to a huge

merchandisef greatewvalue.

3.2.2 Shoplifting

Accordingto Oxford Advanced_earnersDictionay i1 soplifting is a crime of
stealinggoods from a shop/storeby ddiberaely leaving without paying for
them. @ccording to Lary Siegel(1992)that fi s h faing lisia form of theft
involving taking goods not paid for from a retail st or e add thatit e
involves stealing by snatching gods suchas i j erw elbthes, records,a
appliances whenstae persanel are othewise occypied and hide the goads

ontheirpas on. 0

Specfically it is a theft of goods from a store or other commercial
establibment by will fully taking and concealing the merchandse with the
intention of converthg the goodsto ones personaluse, without paying the

purchaseric e . 0
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3.2.3 FalsePretensesor Fraud

A F a Pretese . A personis guilty of obtaning by falsepretence (4-1-9) if
by falsepretence, iad with intentto defraudhe or sheobtainsfrom any other
personanything capable of being stolen, or inducesany other personto

deliverto any person anything cgpableof beng stolen.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISEI
Briefly discusssection 419, of theNigerian Criminal Code Act.

3.2.4 Embezzkment

Embezzément. Is the fraudulenttaking of personalpropety with which one
hasbeenentrustedegecialy as a fiduciary. In otherwords,it is a fraudulent
conversionof the property of anotherby one, who haslawful possessionof

the propety and, whose fraudulentconverson hasbeenmadepunishableby

the statute (Loewy,H. (1987) Criminallawin a Nutshell2™ Ed.)p. 94.

3.2.5 Auto Theft

Motor vehcle theft is anothercommon property offence. Yet becauseof its
frequery and seriausnessi,it is treatedas a separatecategoy in the Uniform
Crime Report(UCR). A number of attemps have beenmade to categorize
the variousforms of auto theft. The purposeof stealinga vehicle make for
temporay personaluse, for resale,and for choppingor stripping cars into

parts.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISEII
Definedthe conceptarceny/theft

3.2.6 Burglary
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Breakingoffencesviolent crimes. They include burglay, housebreaking and
storebreaking. The mostserpus of them is burglay, the felony of breaking
and enteringinto the dwelling houseof anoter by night time, with intentto
commit a felony or breaking out of a dwelling house of another after
committing a felony. The offenceof housebreakingis esentialy similar
exceptthatthe offenceis burglay if it occurs inthe night, (6.30pm 1 6.30am)
andhouse breaking if it occursin the day (6.30am i 6.30om). Store breaking
may bein theday or night.

Section411 of Nigeria criminal code,have itthat, any person whdoreaksand
entersthe dwelling houseof anotherwith intentto commit a Fony therein,
or having enteed the dwelling-house ofandher with a like intent or having
committed a felony in the dwelling house of another,breaksout of the
dwelling-house, isquilty of a felony. If the offenceis commitied in the
daytime it is appopriatdy caled housebreaking and is punishable with
imprisonmentfor 14 years.If it is committed at night, it is calledburglay and

IS punistable with imprisonmentfor life.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISEIII
Whatis the diff erencébetweerburglary and housebreakng?

3.2.7Arson

Arsonis settingfire willfully andunlawfully to any of thefollowing:

(@) any building, or structure whatevermwhethercompletedor not

(b)  any vesselwhethercompletedor not

(c) any stackof cultivatedvegetablgroduceor of mineralor vegetakes
(d) amine,ortheworkings,fittings, or applanes of amine.

Theremay be severalmotivations for arson.Examplesare emotional turmail,

disturbedpersonailty or mentaldisorder sersual pleasureprafit or vendetta.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISEIV
Definetheterm, 6 Ason 0 .

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit provides you, as students of criminology, a broaderknowledge of
propety crimesthatfall within the purview of ciminology, andcommitted by
ordinay citizers. Property crimesare the dominantoffencegroupin Nigeria
street.

50 SUMMARY

Theft or stealing is common throughout recorded history. Like other
ecoromic crimes theft financialy rewads the amateur criminals or
professional dfenders. Both of them commit theft or stealing, fraud,

embezzatment, shqlifting, autotheft, burglay and arsaon.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

Discusghe two typesof criminalsyou know
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will examine the various perspectiveof enterprse crime,

white cadllar crime, cyber crime and organizedcrimes. It hasbecome routine

in our free enterprig, global economy for peopleto commit crimes of the

marketplace orentergise cime. In this unit, you will learn about crimes of

illicit entrepreneuship andits three distinct categories:white-collar crime,

cyber crime, andorganizedcrime.

2.0

OBJECTIVES

At theendof thisunit, you shoud beableto:

Describethe concepbf enterprisecrime.
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Identify the varioustypesof white-collarcrime
Recognizehe extentand variouscause®f white-collarcrime
Recognizenew types of cybercrime.

Describethe evoluion of organizedtrime.

Explainhow the governmentis fighting organizedcrime.

Explainthefeature®f organizectrime.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 ENTERPRISE CRIME: WHITE-COLLAR, CYBER AND
ORGANIZED CRIMES
Enterprise Crime: It is common in our free enterprise,global
ecoromy for peoplewherestock brokers,bankersuseillegal tadics to make
profit. Crimes of market place are referredto as enterprise gimes: white-
collar crime, cyber crime and organizd crime. White-cdlar ciime involves
illegal activities of peopleand institutions for purposeof making profits in
legitimate businesgransactions. Whileften difficult to define beausethere
are so many variations, cyber crime involves peopleusingthe instruments of
modern technolagy for criminal purpo®.? Organizedcrime involves illegal
activities of peopleand organkationsfor profit throughill egitimate business

enterprise.

3.2 CRIME OF BUSINESSENTERPRISE

Cyber crime, organked crime and white-collar cime have the identical
feature of using the legal rules of conmercial enterprse for criminal

purposesSometimes, the three names overlap. Organized aiminals may use
the internet to commit fraud; legitimate enterprisesmay launder money,

diversfy their soucesof income, increaseheir powerandinfluence,andgain
and enhancerespeddbility. Legitimate businessesmay dump hazardous
waste produds, stifle or threatencompditors, to increasetheir influence.

Whereas some corporate executivescheat to improve their company&s
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positionin the business world, othersare motivated purely for personal gain,

actingmorelike organzedcriminasthanindiscreebushnesspeople.

Mark Haller (1990) in his book, lllegal Enterprise stateshat these
organizatiomal cimestendto corruptthe free market system. They mix and
match illegal and legal practicesandlegal andillegal prodictsin all phaseof
commercial activity. For example, illegal marketing techniques (threa,
extortion and smugging) may be devisedfor distribution of othewise legal
productsand services(lending money, union activities, sellingsecurities);
legitimate chancesof distributionof productsandservias may be temed into
distribution channeldor drugs,sex,gambling and prostituton thatareillegal
or prescriled. White-collar ciminals use hamful businessprectices like
embezztment, pricefixing, bribery andso on in the causeof businesof the
enterpriseor expensing normally legitimate commercial products(securities,
medical care, online auctions).Cyber criminals usetheir techncal expertise

for criminal misappropriationandinternetfraud.

3.2.1 The Nigerian Criminal Enterprises

Nigerian organised crime has bemme influential in transactonal illegal

activities only recenty. It can be tracedto the collapse of oil pricesin the

ealty 1980s andthe subsequenproblemsthatthis causedfor an economy that

relied on oil exportsfor 95 percentof its earnings. This resulted ina number
of well-educated Nigeans many living in other countries,to be deprived of

their primary saurce of income. This in turn createda wave of individuals
turning to crime as a means of suppkmenting their income. Nigerian
organized ame, may be refer to a number of fraudsters drugraffickers and

racketeersf varioussortsoriginating from Nigeria.



147

Nigerian criminal enterprises havedeveloped large scale drug trafficking
operationgthat are second only to the Asian triads in their import of heroin
into the United States.This hasbeenfacilitatedby a relativdy secure home
base,charaterized by lack of legislaton and law erforcement capacty, as
well as political instability, corrupton andfew sourcesto devoteto fighting
organizedcrime. Further, Nigeria organizatons haveengagedin extensve
fraud and extortion activities, including aedit card fraud, and fraudulent

activitiesthroughcommercial barks andgovemmentassistanceprograms.

Nigerian crminal enteprisesaredifficult to infiltrate dueto the factthatthey
operatein a tribal structure. Theseroyos aso havelittle problem accepting
menial jobs, which include narcotics trafficking activities despite a
membershp that has a generdly high level of education. Criminal
organizatims from Nigeria typicaly do not follow the mafia-type model
followed by othergroups. They appearto be lessformal and more organized
along familial and ethnic lines, thus making them less suseptible by
infiltration from law erforcement. Police investigatons are furthered
hampered by the fact. There are at least 250 distinct ethnic languages in
Nigeria. Othercriminal gangsfrom Nigena appearto be smaller-scale

freelanceoperations.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISEI
Discusshe factorsthatfacilitatethe Nigerian Criminal Enterprises.

3.3 WHITE COLLAR CRIME

Edwin Sutherland(1940) in his work fiwhite collar crime dalefined it asfi a
crime committed by a personof respectabity and high social staus in the
courseof his occupaiton. As Sutherénd saw it, white collar crime involved
conspiraciesby members of the wealhy classesto use their position in
commerce and industy for persnal gain without regardto he law. Often

theseactionsare civil in reality. Conseqgently, Sutheland believe that the
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great majority of white collar criminals did not become the subject of
criminological study. Yet the cost of white-collar crime is probably several
times greaterthanall the crime cugomarily regardedas the crime problem.
White-collar off encesbreeddistrustin economic and socialinstitutions,lower

public morale, andunderminefaith in busnessandgovernment.

3.3.1 Redefining White-Collar Crime

Conemporary definitions of white-collar crime are muchbroaderand include
both middle-income Americansand corporatetitanswho usethe marketplace
for their criminal adivity. Included within recentviews of white-collar crime
aresuchactsasincome tax evasion credit card fraud,and bankrupty fraud.
Other white-collar ciime is the abuse of positions of trust in businessor
govenment to commit ecoromic crimes. Their activities might include
pilfering, soliciting bribes or kickbacksand embezztment, land swindles,

securitiegheft, medical fraud,fakedrugs,andsoon.

Ronald Kramer (1990) extendedcorpomte criminality to include criminal
conspiracies degned to improve the market share or profit, antitrust
violations, price fixing, and false advertsing. Beyond the moretary cost,
white-collar crime often damagespropety and leadsto death.Violations of
sdety standads, pollution of the environment, andindustial accideuts dueto

negligencecan beclassified ascorporateviolence.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISEII
Whatis white collarcrime?

3.4 CYBER CRIME
Cyber crime is a new breedof white-collar offensethat can be singular or

serial. It involves the theft of information, resourcesor funds by use of
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emergentformsof technolay. In some instances,the technadogy itself is the

target,for example,illegal copying andsde of computersoftware.

Cyber crime cost corsumersbillions of dollars eachyear andwill most likely

increasadramaticaly in the yearto comeif nothingis done.

3.4.1 Computer Crime

Computer reléedthefts area newtrendin employee thét andembezziement.

The widesprad use of computers to record busines transations has

encouraged agne people to usethem for illegal purpases. mputer clime

generdly fallsinto oneof five categories.

M Theft of services,in which the criminal uses the computer for an
unauthoried puiposeor an unauthorzed ugr penetraing into andher
computer system. Included within this caegay is the fraudukent
processindpy anemployee of time andseavices.

(i)  Useof datain acomputer system for persnalgain.

(i)  Unauthoried use of computers for varous types of financial
processingo defraud.

(iv)  Theft or converson of propety as computerfor persoml or profit. For
example, usng a computer to illegaly copy and sell anothe6 s
sdtware.

(V) Making the computeritself the subjectof acrime. For example, whena

virusis malicioudly placedin it to destoy data.

The Trojan Horse: One computer to usedto reprogam anoher for illicit

purposes.

The Sdami Slice: Is an example of a computer clime. In it an employee sets
up a dummy accaunt in the company& compuerizedrecords. A small amount
evena few centsis subtractedrom cusbme r s 0 aacdcaddednot tre

accountof the thief. Evenif they detectthe loss,cusbmers do not complain






