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Introduction:

e Censorship has been a part of the global cinentidscape since the inception of
film as an industrialized art form in the 1890s.

e Importantly, censorship has been wielded as attoobnstruct, reinforce, suppress,
and erase various cultural modes and expressions.

e This course will trace the role of censorship ifmfiand the ways in which
censorship has come to play a critical role inabiural function of films.

e Examining a series of films banned across the gltte course will address the
ways in which film has become a battleground in tbalture wars” around sex,

political ideology, gender, race, revolution, clagslence, and pleasure.

What you will Learn in this Course

e The purpose of this course is to x-ray censorshig global concept.

e Issues, such as the effect of censorship in rezefoent, suppression and removal of

cultural modes and expressions will be learnt is tourse.

e You will also learn how to analyse the culturalsthrical, industrial, and aesthetic
dimensions of censorship in relation to film and déffect on sex, gender, race,

revolution, class, violence and pleasure.

e Course Aims

e The purpose of this course is to investigate theneotions between film censorship
and culture.

e Students will learn how to analyze and do a créigd censorship as a battleground
of cultural wars on sex, political ideology, gendexce, revolution, class, violence,

and pleasure.



Learning Outcome

You will learn to discuss censorship generally asghositive and negative effects.
You will also look at censorship as it is operatedome countries of the world.

Film censorship as a concept, its origin and tlilerdint terminologies used to guide

viewers and the interpretations would be discussed.

Censored films in different countries of the wonlduld also be examined with a view

allowing critiquing, based on your understandinghef process.

Working through the Course

Course Materials

course guide

study units broken down to (09) units

assignments file

relevant textbooks including the ones listed uredeah units

you may also need to listen to programmes and oevike radio and television

as a beginner, you need to read watch films aretanot with other mass media as

often as possible.

In addition to the above, to complete this couyse, are advised to read through this
course guide to familiarise yourself with the stune of the course; read the Study
Units and attempt all Self-Assessment Exercisesmptete and submit all

assignments for the course; and consult recommesuledes for further reading.

Each unit contains Self-Assessment Exercises, ambiats in the course you are

required to submit assignments for assessment pespo
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Study Units

Textbooks and References
Assignment File

Tutor-Marked Assignment

Final Examination and Grading
Presentation Schedule

Course Marking Scheme

Course Overview

How to Get the Most from this Course
Facilitators/Tutors and Tutorials

Summary



Module |

Unit 1: Censorship

Unit Structure

1.1 Introduction

This unit presents the explanation on the meanmpcgnsorship types. The expectation
is that the unit will give a clear overview of th&pic ‘censorship’, so that subsequent
units in this course will be clearer, such thatuywill be able to make critical

contributions to the content of this course.

1.2 Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

define censorship,

state the origin of censorship,

discuss the different types of censorship.

1.3 Censorship

The suppression of speech, public communicatiomtleer information is referred to as
censorship. This could be done because the itemleésned unpleasant, damaging,
sensitive, or inconvenient. Governments, commelaisgtitutions, and other regulating

bodies can all engage in censorship.

Censorship can be used by both governments anat@rmyvoups.
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Other individuals, organizations, or groups mayppse and petition for censorship. Self-
censorship occurs when an individual, such as #&moawr other creator, participates in
suppression of his or her own works or statemeotsaf number of claimed reasons,
which may include national security, obscenity, qmgraphy and hate speech. General
censorship happens in a variety of media, includipgech, books, music, films, other
arts, the press, radio, television to safeguarltlicm and other vulnerable populations, to
promote or restrict political or religious viewptsrand to prevent slander and libel with a

view of avoiding litigation.

Depending on the type, location, and content, ticeasorship may or may not be legal.
Many countries have strong legal protections agagensorship, but none of these
protections are absolute in establishing what cahaannot be suppressed. However, a
claim of necessity to balance conflicting rightausuially asserted and there are no rules

prohibiting people from self-censoring.

1.3.1 Origin of Censorship

Censorship could be traced to Rome when Socrete399 BC, opposed the Athenian
state’s attempts to restrict his philosophical eags. The Greek philosopher was
accused of ancillary crimes linked to the corruptid Athenian youth and was sentenced

to death by consuming the poison.

Plato, Socrates’ student, then advocated for eshgnin his essay The Republic II,
where argued showed concern on the kind of stéiagsh that children are exposed to.

He wondered why parents allow their children ttelisto tales that are contrary to the



moulding of their minds to our expectation. Thussmship came into existence in 443
BC in Rome (Niam, 2015). Euripides (480-406 BC)camtrast to Plato, advocated for
the actual liberty of freeborn men, including thght to speak freely. Sweden was the

first country to abolish censorship through ledislain 1766.

1.4  Types of Censorship

The removal of content that are indecent or othewmorally dubious is known as moral
censorship. Pornography, for example, is frequenmtgtricted on this rationale,
particularly child pornography, which is illegal cartensored in the vast majority of

countries.

Military censorship refers to the process of kegpmilitary intelligence and tactics secret
and out of the hands of the enemy. This is emplogdtie fight against espionage. For
example during war, military personnel at the wanf are not expected to disclose their
locations in letters or calls, to prevent the enefmym gaining tactical information

through them.

When governments withhold information from theitize@ns, this is known as political
censorship. This is frequently done in order tontaan control over the population and

to prevent unfettered speech that could lead tariastion.

Religious censorship is the process of removingenstthat is considered objectionable
by a particular religion. This frequently includesnajor religion imposing restrictions on
lesser-known religions. Alternatively, when the wom of another religion’s is deemed

inappropriate for their religion, a church may otje.



Corporate censorship is the process by which editoicorporate media sources act to
prevent the publication of information that depitiieir company or partners in a poor

light, or intervene to prevent alternative offen@ni reaching the public.

Reverse censorship

Reverse censoring is the practice of disseminatiagcurate or misleading information
to the general public, often through online socr@dia. Through the fabrication and
spread of fake news, the financing of fake comnterga and the deployment of
propaganda robots, this type of information consolmetimes by state actors, can distort

or drown out disfavoured discourse.

Self Censorship

The act of censoring one's own discourse is knowrsedf-censorship. This is done
without overt coercion from any single party ortingion of authority, but out of fear of,
or deference to, the sensibilities or preferenceal (or perceived) of others. Journalists,

singers, film producers, authors, and social mades are all guilty of self-censorship.

Self-Assment Exercises 1

I CensorshipiS....cocvvvveevie i,

il. State and define five censorship types.

1.6 Summary
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The suppression of speech, public communicationottyer information is referred to as
censorship. Censorship can be used by both govetsraad private groups. Other individuals,

organizations, or groups may propose and petitorénsorship.

The removal of content that are indecent or othsewnorally dubious is known as moral

censorship.

Corporate censorship is the process by which editocorporate media sources act to prevent
the publication of information that depicts thedmmpany or partners in a poor light, or intervene
to prevent alternative offers from reaching thelulIhe act of censoring one's own discourse
is known as self-censorship. This is done withowtrb coercion from any single party or

institution of authority, out of fear of, or defew® to, the sensibilities or preferences (real or

perceived) of others.

Controlling or suppressing the publication or asags of information on the Internet is referred

to as Internet censorship.

Maps censorship involves particular locations beiemoved or blacked out, or areas being

purposefully left out-dated with old images.

Other forms of censorship include, video gamesamshgp, internet censorship, music and social

media censorship. It instils repression in ordezrioourage compliance.

1.7 Glossary

Obsenity: Offensive

Pornography: Representative of sexual behaviousooks, pictures, statues, films and other

media with the intention of causing sexual arousal.
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Impiety: Lack of respect for something considersdgacred.

Espionage: The practice of spying or using spies.

Stereotyping: Associating a particular behaviouhva group.

Aesthetics: Concerned with beauty or appreciatidoeauty.

1.8 References/Further Readings

Definition of Censorshipoxforddictionaries.com. Oxford Living Dictionasie Retrieved 30

January 2019.

https://www.aclu.org/other/what-censorship "Wha€kensorship”, ACLU

Sui-Lee Wee; Ben Blanchard (June 4, 2012). ‘Chitecks Tiananmen talk on crackdown

anniversary. Reuters. Archived from the original2015-09-24. Retrieved 2013-05-08.

M. F. Burnyeat (1997) , The Impiety of Socratesatiesis publications; Ancient Philosophy 17

Accessed November 23, 2017

Warren, J (2001). "Socratic suicide".J Hell Sti@l: 91-106. Do0i:10.2307/631830.

JSTOR631830.PMID19681231. S2CID24221544.

Linder, Doug (2002). ‘The Trial of Socrates’. Uargity of Missouri-Kansas City of Law.

Retrieved. September 12, 2013.

Mette Newth (2010) The Long History of Censorshipeacon for Freedom of Expression

(Norway), 2010
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1.9 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Exercige(sin the content
Answer to Exercisel

i. Censorship is the suppression of speech, pablemunication, or other information is refer.

This could be done because the item is deemedasgig damaging, sensitive, or inconvenient.
il. Five censorship types are: Moral, Corporatdf, 3®ernet and Map Censorship.

1.The removal of content that are indecent or etlser morally dubious is known as moral

censorship.

2. Corporate censorship is the process by whidesdin corporate media sources act to prevent
the publication of information that depicts thedmmpany or partners in a poor light, or intervene

to prevent alternative offers from reaching thelub

3. The act of censoring one's own discourse is knaw self-censorship. This is done without
overt coercion from any single party or institutioinauthority, out of fear of, or deference to, the

sensibilities or preferences (real or perceivedjtbérs.
4. Political censorship happens when governmerttthaid information from their citizens.

5. Religious censorship is the process of remowiagerial that is considered objectionable by a
particular religion. This frequently includes a worayeligion imposing restrictions on lesser-

known religions.
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Unit 2: Media Censorship

Unit Structure

1.1  Introduction
This unit is an expose on the relationship thastexbetween censorship and the different
media outlets. The various forms of censorship riegles imposed on the different
media and their effectiveness are also discusst#dsunit.

1.2  Learning Outcomes
By the end of this unit, you will be able to
define media censorship,
discuss censorship in the different media,

evaluate media censorship

1.3 Media Censorship

Media censorship refers to the dictatorial tendeottkeeping the citizens in oblivion

about what is going on in the country or the watdarge. All the mass media outlets are
consistently being censored under the guise ohdwexl to protect the young ones from
amoral contents such as pornography, hate speetuh,ttee need to protect the
sovereignty of the state. It involves the restoiction speech, art, books, films, plays,
photographs, television programs, internet and newssally carried out by either the
government, the church, private pressure groupg$,oseanyone. As a result, the

information allowed are often not enough as thednk® self preservation through
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suppression of information by journalist who engagself censorship or the state may

be censoring body.

1.3.1 Press Censorship

The press is often regarded as the fifth columwigh the express responsibility of
informing and protecting the public’s right toformation. But their roles are often
restricted by the suppression of speech and wrttingght to be obscene, indecent, or a
security threat by the state. Censorship usuaynpgers the operations of the press,
whose main duty is to keep the people abreasttoatgins and events locally and
globally. It is a known fact that most countriestioé world (Eritrea, Norh Korea, Saudi
Arabia, Ethiopia, Azerbaijan, Vietnam, Iran, Chiyanmar ) are under the grip of
censorship.

Press censorship may be done by journalists toeptearrest, lawsuit or in a bid to
prevent the exposure of sensitive information. $maél, journalists agreed among
themselves not to divulge state secrets for sgcrgdsons. Often, the instrument of the
state may be deployed to suppress information tirantimidation of the press.

Media houses may be shut down by the governmepirters may be arrested,
newspapers may be seized and burnt before disorhuin some cases, such media
houses are acquired by the state, especially dwargThe media suffer a lot during war
as the state often move in to monitor all correslemice, even hugs and kisses were

censored to prevent information exchange via cagy,(2001).

1.3.2 Book Censorship
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Book censorship is the restricted circulation dfamk or the outright ban of a book. At
times, it may involve the removal of offensive matks from the book. Such prohibition
can be implemented at the national or subnatiaed!] and violations might result in
legal consequences. Local, community-based chatetmgbooks are also possible. As a
result, books can be taken from classrooms orrlgsahowever these restrictions usually

do not extend beyond that.

Internet Censorship

Controlling or suppressing the publication or aso®s of information on the Internet is
referred to as Internet censorship. It might beiedrout at the request of the government
or on their own initiative by governments or privantities. Individuals and groups may

self-censor for a variety of reasons, includingnidation and fear.

1.4.1 Issues on Internet Censorship
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The problems that come with Internet censorshipcamparable to those that come with
offline censorship of traditional media. One distian is that online, national borders are
more permeable since people of a country that pitshihe dissemination of particular
information can find it on websites housed outsidethe country. As a result, even
though they have no physical or legal authorityrave websites themselves, censors
must try to limit access to content. This necessstéhe employment of Internet-specific

technical censorship techniques such as site lwigakmd content filtering.

Furthermore, a crucial component of the Interrfe¢, Domain Name System (DNS), is
dominated by centralized and few corporations. Trternet Corporation for Assigned
Names and Numbers (ICANN) manages the most extegsivsed DNS root. The

Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and NumiggZ&ANN) manages the most

extensively used DNS root (ICANN). As an adminigirathey have the authority to shut
down and seize domain names when they think itnéissewhich is usually based on
government directives. Authorities can easily certbe internet since they have control

over what should and should not be on it.

1.4.2 Social media

Filtering social media posts with automated appneaccan limit consumers capacity to
express themselves online. Restriction of infororatihat can be accessed through the
social media is explained as being due to the asa@ use of social media in various

countries which has often resulted in citizens pizjag protests via social media,
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dubbed ‘Twitter Revolutions.” The Nigerian ‘End Saof 2020, and the Arab Spring
demonstrations, which began in 2010, were the motworthy of these social media-
led rallies. The Tunisian authorities initiated ack of Tunisian people’s Facebook
accounts in response to the usage of social madiaese protests, with allegations of

accounts being deleted.

Social media communications in China, for examate, automatically monitored based
on their content. In a 2013 study, Harvard politisaience professor Gary King
discovered that posts on the government were Iksh/ Ito be deleted, regardless of
whether they were supportive or critical of the ggmment. Postings about collective
action were more likely to be deleted than postsualmon-collective activity. At the

moment, social media blocking appears to be prignatilized to impede Internet users’
ability to organize protests. Residents’ dissatise with local government benefits the
Chinese government because it allows state andnatleaders to replace unpopular
individuals. King and his colleagues were able tedpt when certain officials will be

removed based on the volume of negative social aneéissages.

Because research has shown that criticism is telran social media sites, it is not
restricted unless there is a greater likelihoodaifective action. It makes no difference
whether the criticism is positive or negative towvdéine leaders of the states; the main
goal of censoring certain social media posts sngure that no major actions are taken as
a result of something said on the internet. Pds$ question the Chinese Communist
Party's political leadership role in the governmarg more likely to be blocked because

they constitute a threat to the Chinese CommuraigyP

142.1 Tiktok Censorship
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Certain hashtags on the TikTok platform have bdasstdied by the platform’s coding,
which dictates how viewers can interact with thateat or hashtag in question. Due to
their references to particular social movements BGBTQ identity, some shadow
prohibited tags include #acab, #GayArab, and #@ne analysts believe that as TikTok
guidelines become increasingly specialized aroumel world, there will be more

restriction than before.

Films

Apart from the traditional arguments of pornograpdnyd obscenity, some films are
prohibited due to shifting racial attitudes or poll correctness in order to avoid ethnic
stereotyping or offence, despite their historicahesthetic significance. One example is
the yet discontinued "Censored Eleven" series ahated cartoons, which may have

been harmless then, but are tagged as incorrect now

Censorship of films is practiced in a number oforad. Film censorship is accomplished
by restricting a state citizen or censoring thedpaer or prohibiting the film partially or

completely.

1.5.1 Television Censorship

The Nigerian government censors the electronic anébatough the National Broadcasting
Commission (NBC), which is responsible for monmgriand regulating broadcast media,

but there is no established proof of Governmentistrol of the media. Television
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censorship in the United States prohibits obscenefane and indecent content from
being broadcast on live television, radio, cabld satellite television and satellite radio
between 6am and 10pm. It is so serious that defsudtre liable to a fine of $325,000 on

the station that runs fowl of the law.

1.5.2 Art

Due of its evocative power, art is both admired Beaded. Destroying or suppressing art

has the capacity to further validate its meaning.

Graham Ovenden's photographs and paintings weereafdo be burned by a London
magistrate court in 2015 for projecting images ofd@& and semi-nude young girls

(Lusher, 2015), and copies of them were withdrasemfthe online Tate exhibition.

Artworks using these four colours were banned bgelslaw in the 1980s

Palestinians were detained for displaying such @kvor even carrying sliced melons
with the same pattern, as a result of a 1980 israglilation prohibiting artwork made of

the four colours of the Palestinian flag.
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1.5.2

Moath al-Alwi is a Guantanamo Bay detainee who esges himself through model
ships. Alwi does so using the limited tools he hasis disposal, which include dental
floss and shampoo bottles, as well as a smallfssunded-edged scissors. A handful of
Alwi's works are on display at New York's John &ollege of Criminal Justice. Other
artwork done by inmates is also on exhibit at tledleége. Some of the convicts may be
unable to communicate with the outside world beeaaf the artwork on display.
However, things have just altered. The military basised a new guideline that prevents
artwork from leaving the Guantanamo Bay Militarysen. Alwi's and other prisoners’
art is now government property, which means it loardestroyed or disposed off in any

way the government sees fit, and it is no longerdttist’s property.

Video Games

Since the early 1980s, proponents of video games si@aessed their use as an expressive
medium, saying that they should be protected undles protecting freedom of speech
and as a learning aid. Video games, accordingit@s;rare dangerous and should be
subjected to governmental scrutiny and regulatiddbae to regional classification
regulations, many video games have some featuteteder modified. Blood spatter and
gore, for example, are absent from the JapaneséAhdversions of No More Heroes.
Scenes of decapitation are indicated but not seeenes where body parts are missing
after being sliced off are replaced with the saoenario but with the body parts entirely

intact.
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1.5.3 Music

This is the act of removing sections of a songtsrtotal ban for political, moral or
religious reasons. States, churches, educatiosaiutions, families, shops, and lobbying
groups have all at one time or the other, used enestriction, which in most cases

violates international human rights accords.

1.5.4 Maps

Map censorship is the modification of maps to blaak or disguise a particular location
or town. The approach is frequently used for nijitaurposes. For example, in former
East Germany, the approach was employed to malectawf efforts more difficult,

particularly in locations close to the West Gernfmmder. Google Maps also employs
map censorship, with particular locations beingaeed or blacked out, or areas being

purposefully left out-dated with old images.

Self-Assessitexercises 2

I Define media censorship

ii. Discuss Press, Social media and film censorship.

1.6 Summary
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Media censorship refers to the dictatorial tengieoickeeping the citizens in oblivion
about what is going on in the country or the watdarge. All the mass media outlets are
consistently being censored under the guise oh#ezl to protect the young ones from
amoral contents such as pornography, hate speetuh,tl®®e need to protect the
sovereignty of the state. It includes restrictigslaced on speech, art, books, films, plays,
photographs, television programs, internet and newsgally carried out by either the

government, the church, private pressure grouffspisany one.

The press is often regarded as the fifth columwish the express responsibility of
informing and protecting the public’s right to amfation, but their roles are often
restricted by the suppression of speech and writingght to be obscene or indecent by
the state. Censorship usually hampers the opagatibthe press, whose main duty is to
keep the people abreast of situations and eveo#dlyoand globally. It is a known fact
that most countries of the world (Eritrea, Norh &a&r Saudi Arabia, Ethiopia,

Azerbaijan, Vietham, Iran, China, Myanmar ) areemithe grip of censorship.

Book censorship is the restricted circulation diamk or the outright ban of a book. At
times, it may involve the removal of offensive maks from the book. Local,

community-based challenges to books are also gesg#ib a result, books can be taken
from classrooms or libraries, however these rdgiris usually do not extend beyond

that.

Internet Censorship is the act of controlling gpm@ssing the publication or accessing of
information on the Internet. It might be carried atithe request of the government or on
their own initiative by governments or private &es. Individuals and groups may self-

censor for a variety of reasons, including intinticla and fear.
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Apart from the traditional arguments of pornograpdmyd obscenity, some films are
prohibited due to shifting racial attitudes or po&l correctness in order to avoid ethnic

stereotyping or offence, despite their historigahesthetic significance.

Map censorship is the modification of maps to blaak or disguise a particular location

or town. The approach is frequently used for myiaurposes.

This is the act of removing sections of a songtsrtotal ban for political, moral or

religious reasons.

Due to regional classification regulations, manyea games have some features deleted
or modified. Blood spatter and gore, for exampte, asent from the Japanese and PAL

versions of No More Heroes.

Art censorship is the destruction or seppion of art.

1.7 Glossary

1.8 References/Further Readings

Ryan, Fergus; Fritz, Audrey; Impiombato, Daria (@DZ'ickTock Censorship: 04-24.

Ashley, John; Jayousi, Nedal (December 2013). ‘Thanection between Palestinian Culture
and the Conflict’ (PDF). Discourse, Culture, andu&ation in the Israeli-Palestinian

Conflict. netanya.ac.il (Report). Friedrich-EbettH8ng, Israel Office. p. 55. Archived from the
original (PDF) on 10 February 2019. Retrieved 2lyNM@17. In 1980, Israel banned art
exhibitions and paintings of "political significagi¢ with the grouping of the four colours of the

Palestinian flag in any one painting also forbidden
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Thompson, Erin (27 November 2017).’Opinion: AgrGorship at Guantanamo Bay'. The New

York Times. Retrieved 7 February 2021.

1.9 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Exercise(sin the content.

Answer to question 2

I. Media censorship is the restriction placed on dpeeat, books, films, plays,
photographs, television programs, internet and nessally carried out by either the

government, the church, private pressure grouffspisany one.

il a. The press is often regarded as the fifth colgtrmith the express responsibility of
informing and protecting the public’s right tdenmation, but their roles are often
restricted by the suppression of speech and wrihingght to be obscene or indecent
by the state. Censorship usually hampers the tipesaof the press, whose main
duty is to keep the people abreast of situationkseaents locally and globally. It is a
known fact that most countries of the world (EatréNorh Korea, Saudi Arabia,
Ethiopia, Azerbaijan, Vietham, Iran, China, Myanmparare under the grip of

censorship.
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b. Social media censorship is the filtering of abanedia posts with automated
approaches in order to limit consumers capacityexpress themselves online.
Restriction of information that can be accessedufin the social is explained as
being due to the increased use of social mediariows countries which has often
resulted in citizens organizing protests via socraedia, dubbed ‘Twitter

Revolutions.’

c. Film censorship is accomplished by restrictingtate citizen or censoring the

producer or prohibiting the film partially or conepély.

Unit 3: The Role of Censorship in History and Crétu

Unit Structure
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1.2

1.3

Introduction

Censorship is a social concept that transcendsrg@es and it is prevalent in virtually
every sector of the world because at one time erdther, issues of suppression of
information or visuals have come up for reasonsdhagenuine for its enforcement.

This unit looks at the different roles that cenbgrshas performed and effect of such

enforcement on politics and situation such as reeeand violence.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, you will be able to
discuss censorship in relation to culture,
state its other functions in the society.

do a critiqgue of censorship in relation to its solle the society.

The Role of Censorship in the Society

Censorship is a concept that is peculiar to alMkmgectors of human existence and it is
set up in institutions, organisations, religiouslies, schools and in government with the
express purpose of protecting the sensibilitiethefpeople concerned from corruption,
violence and obscenity. It has been argued exprésal the main function of censorship
is to present a smooth system of administration p@aceful human co-existence. It
allows families and societies to set their own fations, establish norms, and create

conditions that suit their needs without forcingithmorality or values on others.
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1.4

The Benefits of Censorship
1. Hate speech can be reduced in society by cdmpors

The notion that all speech is equal is debataliies iE because people use certain words
in an attempt to silence the right of others toagp@ speech that undermines the right of
others, suppress the believe of others and imgadseswn believe as being superior to

others, falls into the category of hate speecha Assult of the prevalence of hate speech,
it took over a century for minorities and womerattieve a semblance of equal rights. It
does not matter if it is presented in notions liigious liberty, state rights, or

patriotism; it will still be hate speech to others.

Censorship allows us to halt the spread of hatefdre it ever begins. We are already
constrained by education, family, entertainmenmerce, and other factors. As a result

of this restricting process, additional optionséquality arise.
2. Children can be protected from harmful conterugh censorship.

In today’s world, parents have a lot of work totdoshield their children from negative
influences. There is content everywhere that céedd to disastrous interactions in the
future, including items that get past parentalefst and kid-friendly apps. Children’s
understanding of the world, make them have fewserations about communicating
with strangers online than adults. They are monedéent and curious, and they may also

be shy and lonely.

Censorship enables parents to prevent potentikd by preventing a children’s lack of
experience and foresight from getting them intailde. Such constraints, keep everyone

safer by stopping people before they react téouason.
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3. Censorship has the potential to lessen socittd.

If one spends enough time on the Internet, he/silefimnd something that will be

upsetting. The objective of censorship is not t@®vpnt people from accessing
information that they might find objectionable.tlivere the case, we wouldn't be able to
use the internet. We can use this approach taatatcess to information that may have

a negative impact on the culture of our homes, g&wn countries.

Based on this principle, Netflix and Saudi Arab@laborate to build targeted zones of
censorship. Whether you agree or disagree witlapipeoach, this work restricts access to

potentially harmful content.

4. Censorship can give a country’s image an eafrarlof protection.

We also employ censorship to limit how much infotiora the average public receives
from their government, corporations, and huge amgdions on a daily basis. Without
this concept, top-secret documents might be maddicoby making a simple request.
There is therefore, less risk of harm if certainsof data are excluded from society’s

primary flow.

5. Artists, innovators, and inventors have thigihts protected by censorship.

Copyright laws are a type of censorship. Patents any other legal framework that
grants someone exclusive access to a particulardf/pontent or work without enabling
others to do the same are examples of this. Tlhedeggards are in place to safeguard the

creation rights of the first person to explore #tosicept.
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The cornerstone of an economy is the preventioplagiarism and intellectual property
theft. If an individual’s work is not protected some way, it can be stolen by someone
who can put it together for lesser amount than dnginal owner. The accepted
components of censorship that are maintained ireses, allow small firms to remain

competitive.

6. Censorship gives us a tool to combat misleanfiftgmation.

Businesses are prohibited from lying to you abdugirt products or services by
censorship laws. Advertisements must accuratelgaieivhat you may expect if you buy
something. Fines and penalties can be imposeduifdgonot keep your word. Businesses
would not be able to say or do anything to entize o buy their products if they did not
have this edge. The risks of deception is thusdeebias a result of the safeguards that

stay in place through censorship.

7. Censorship has the potential to improve pesplaterstanding.

When it comes to media and the many forms of cariteat are available, people prefer
to trust what they see. Government and law enfoecgnofficials can provide better

safety, minimize the spread of misinformation andourage people to think about what
they see before making a decision by removing ¢bjdtat could cause panic from
public display. This strategy can be used to eragrithe flow of negative data in order

to get a specific result, but it can also be useakthieve a positive effect.

8. ldentity theft can be mitigated via censorship.

Every year, about 15 million cases of identity thafe reported. Experian recently

announced a data breach that exposed the perséorahation of over 120 million users.
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People can become victims of crime without recaggiat until they need to apply for
credit or receive a warning in the mail since thereo much information floating around

on the Internet and in other public places thatisily accessible.

Identity theft can happen to anyone, including dit@h. Their spotless profiles are
enticing, especially if there is no age or dataifieation throughout the application
procedure. Censorship of this data can give ameddgree of security by preventing

access to it while holding those who keep it actalie for their actions.

9. Our rating system was influenced by censorship.

Censorship can get out of hand at times, butatgs a tool that can be utilized for good.
The ratings systems that we use for entertainmentygets, such as movies, video games,
and music, are an outstanding example of this ltehkftil 1984, movies were rated PG

through R, which led to the creation of the PG-a8ng because parents demanded

action after taking their children to see Indianaek and the Temple of Doom.

Music ratings allow us to see if the lyrics are letpbefore deciding whether or not to
listen to the song. TV ratings can be used tordete whether a show is appropriate for

children or not.

1.5  Argument against Censorship

There has never been a problem or event in hunsaorpithat did not have its own set of
flaws. When it becomes legal to restrict the acjoamords, and thoughts of one group of

people, it opens the door for other groups in sgdie be targeted as well. Some people
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see censorship as a method to introduce commore-$iemsations to our daily lives in
order to keep ourselves safe and safeguard ouwdrehijl but it most times degenerates to
the oppressors forcing their morality or valuesotimers. This situation is often the case
where a dominant sect tries to enforce their beleavd manner of dressing on others. For
example, in some parts of northern Nigeria, a fenvdthout a head covering may be
molested and at times physically attacked, becthesebelieve that a woman without a

head scarf is a prostitute.

That is not to imply that any and all sorts of @mitshould be permitted. We cannot
overlook the dangers of murder films, child porreggry, and other such goods that

inspire violence against others or depict actuainhia the images.

1.5.1 Disadvantages of Censorship

1. It oppresses one set of people in order tofgdtie desires of the majority.

A museum director was once detained when sexualphic images by Robert
Mapplethorpe were included in a show he was overgedlthough the artist's work
features nuances and a certain amount of suggessisein images that are generally
black and white, it is devoid of violent or suggest content that might incite

lawlessness.

It is safe to argue that the United States is tlostnspeech-protective country in the
world, based on its laws. But things are diffen@hen it comes to sexual speech because
the law still contains traces of the country’s Raribackground. Even the Supreme Court

has stated that censorship for moral reasons . leg
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2. It enables people to construct a specific sitogociety and refer to it as fact.

When people witness violence in video games, rbadtat in literature, or see examples
of it in movies or on TV, they frequently urge fitrto be censored. The truth about
fictitious violence is that it does not make noripatable people desire to hurt someone.
Nothing would be safe from censorship if all matksriare suppressed based on the acts

of unstable people.

3. People are discouraged from seeking job prospech result of it.

If we live in a world where everything is censorea, will live in a world where nothing
can be done without permission from someone inaiiyh That means that every
company, every idea, and even the foods you eay evght would have an official seal
of approval. It produces an Orwellian picture iniethdirect control by a powerful figure

or state is essential for the common good.

As a result of this disadvantage, at least oneopers always able to rise beyond the
cultural structures. They are given permission to whatever they want because
everything else must be approved by them. You migth&able to do that if you have

enough money or power.

4. It lowers the average public's overall 1Q.

Censorship necessitates the strict control of teeernl public in order to achieve
particular results every time. It is an attempkéep people from learning the truth about

whatever scenario they are in. Even attemptinghdiacate that the content is fraudulent
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or untrustworthy, as the Trump Administration freqtly does with the news media, is a

form of official censorship.

It is one thing for someone to remark, ‘I don't@nyatching CNN because their news
reports seem to be false’. But when a country'sident declares the news media to be
the adversary of the state, it establishes a posif authority, especially when he claims

that it has a big role to play in terms of tone amdrything.

5. It inhibits a person from freely expressing tisehaes.

Anyone could post whatever they wanted without feérretaliation in a no-rules

atmosphere that is utterly devoid of censorship.pByhibiting the use of some things
tagged as ‘obscene’, the United States treads iaatielline along this route. Other
countries go a step further, forbidding social meposts that are considered to be in

conflict with the government's official position.

Mic's Nicholas Demas compiled a profile of eightiabmedia users who were jailed in
2013 as a result of what they wrote online. Mattddowas sentenced to three months in
prison after making indecent comments about ayeer old kid while inebriated. Some
governments use their power to detain persons widedt to be in opposition through

such allegations.

6. It transfers the burden of consuming on theetg'si shoulders.

When the government decides what information pebale access to, there is no longer
any personal responsibility for one’s conduct. Tniscedure gives the person in charge
of enforcing the policies influence over ethics,rats, and standards. When someone

agrees to let another person, company, or eledtethbtell them how to think, feel, and
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act, it becomes much simpler to relinquish contradr their lives’ decisions. Censorship

turns people into commodities rather than persons.

For example, if someone makes anti-governmententolor sexually graphic comments

in China, the information will be automatically d&dd.

7. It has a negative influence on the economy atyelevel.

When censorship begins to ban any form of contenabse it does not meet someone’s
definition of what is acceptable or offensive terth economic opportunities at all levels
of society become limited. Businesses will no lanige allowed to promote themselves
for fear of offending someone. Companies will bahla to teach employees since the
procedures may be offensive to some. It createsceety in which others dictate our

actions, with those with the loudest voices ofteelding the most power.

8. It makes it possible for a false story to becahetruth.

If you ask the ordinary North Korean about the glotiney will tell you that the United
States is one of the worst countries on the plahet, their own standard of living is
outstanding, and that life is always lovely. New&nd that the average monthly income
in that country is $3 or less, that eighteen millipeople require food aid to avoid
starvation, and that basic medical care is unadailaExtreme human rights issues
including complete restrictions on freedom of esgien, religious practices, and even
independent civil society organizations exist inuBoKorea. It is a land of torture,
arbitrary detention, public humiliation and exeouti still they believe that their country

is the best in the world.
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The Trump administration classified anything thamtcadicts its point of view as phony
because it implied that their information was tlkeusate one. It was another example of
a false narrative designed to elicit a specifictiea from supporters in order to maintain

control.

9. Being involved in the practice of censorshipastly.

In 2015, it cost more than $2 billion to shut dotlie Internet to prevent specific content
items from being viewed by the general populatibnan cost more than $100 million to
cut connectivity in just one country. When it comesthe practical application of

censorship on others, those costs are just thad the iceberg.

China spends more than $2 billion per year juskeep its firewall in place, which
restricts online information access. Hundreds olufands of people monitor individual

activities, with some sites allowing back-end asdesmake things easier.

When one adds up all of the direct and indirectos every other category, it will be
discovered that the world spends well over $10liobi to create the different

information flows that people accept as fact.

10. It instils repression in order to encourage pience. JRR Tolkies The Lord of the
Rings is one of the most widely banned books inwloeld today. The author was a
devout Catholic and a close friend of C.S. Lewisiol makes this fact all the more
remarkable. He once wrote Lewis a letter in whiehdtated that his trilogy and The
Hobbit were written unconsciously from a Christiperspective at first, and then

consciously edited to include those themes.
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These works are most likely to be banned in Clamsthurches and schools because they
are perceived as anti-religious or anti-Christiimat is why it is so harmful for society to
have a single point of view in control of censoriftgcan be an ill-informed opinion that
is completely contrary to the work in question, yle¢ power it has to condemn can

influence countless others.

Self-Assessment Exercises 2

i. List five advantages and five disadvantages of censorship.

1.6 Summary

The benefits of censorship are as follows. Hateedpecan be reduced in society by
censorship. Children can be protected from haredatent through censorship. It lessens
societal strifes and protects a country’s imagee Phactice of censorship is costly. 7.
Censorship has the potential to improve one's staleding. Artists, innovators, and

inventors have their rights protected by censorship

Disadvantages of censorship: It oppresses ond geiople in order to satisfy the desires
of the majority. It makes it possible for a falserg to become the truth. It has a negative

influence on the economy at every level. It trarsstBe burden of consuming on society's
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shoulders. It inhibits a person from freely expmegshemselves. It lowers the average

public's overall 1Q.

1.7  Glossary

Hate Speech: Abusive or threatening speech orngrttiat expresses prejudice against a

particular group on the bases of religion, raceexual behaviour.

1.8 References/Further Readings

Gilbert, Nora.(2013Better Left Unsaid: Victorian Novels, hays Codknisiand Benefits of

CensorshipStanford, CA: Stanford University Press.

Hoffman, Frank. (1989ntellectual Freedom and Censorshimetuchen, NJ: The Scarecrow

Press.

Mathiesen, Kay (2008Fensorship and Access to Informatietandbook of Information and

Computer Ethics, Kenneth E. Himma, Herman T. Taveas., John Wiley and Sons, New York.

1.9 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Exercige(sin the content
Answer to Exercise 2
iii. Advantages of censorship are as follows.

1. Hate speech can be reduced in society by censorship
2. Children can be protected from harmful contentulyfocensorship.
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3. It lessens societal strife and protects a countryagye.
4. The practice of censorship is costly.

5. Censorship has the potential to improve one's wtaeding.

b. Disadvantages of censorship:

1. It oppresses one set of people in order tofgdtie desires of the majority.

2. It makes it possible for a false story to becahetruth.

3. It has a negative influence on the economy etyelevel.

4. It transfers the burden of consuming on sodedlgbulders.

5. It inhibits a person from freely expressingtiselves.
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Module Il

Unit 4: Censorship Practise in Some Countries eMforld

Unit Structure

Introduction

Censorship is a known concept all over the worltndst all the nations of the world
have at one time or the other banned a film or mbinés unit is a summary of censorship
in some countries of the world with a view of faiamising you with the issues and

practise of censorship in different countries.

Learning Outcome

By the end of this unit, you should be able to

I. describe censorship,

il. situate censorship by coyntr

ii. examine censorship in relation ights of people.

1.3 Censorship in Countries

Censorship is a known concept all over the worltndst all the nations of the
world have at one time or the other banned a biabigion, political organisation,
film or more. This unit is a summary of censorsinigome countries of the world
with a view of familiarising you with censorship darits practice in different

countries.
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1.3.1 Canada.

Censorship in Canada is generally limited to obs$esn pornography and child
pornography depicting or advocating non-consenses) sexual violence, degradation,
or dehumanization, in particular that which causasn. Very little is formally censored
in Canada. Most films are simply classified by Brégish Columbia Film Classification
Office, which is run by Consumer Protection BC, an4profit Crown company whose
classifications are officially utilized by Britis@olumbia, Saskatchewan, Ontario, and

Manitoba.

13. 2 Cuba

Previously, the Communist Party's Department of dReionary Orientation, which
develops and coordinates propaganda techniqguesnwasrge of the Cuban media. The

use of the Internet is limited and regulated inc¢bentry.
13.3 China

The People's Republic of China monitors the interweh sophisticated filtering
techniqgues known as the Golden Shield Projecte Bpeech and artistic creation are
subject to state control. Politically sensitive rebaresults are also removed by popular

search engines like Baidu.

1.3.4 Eastern Bloc

In the Eastern Bloc, there was strict censorshi@,different ministries of culture across

the bloc kept a tight grip on their writers. Thats’'s propaganda needs were mirrored in
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the cultural items produced there. In the earlgrgecensorship was strictly enforced by
party-approved censors. Even weather forecastg \adjusted during the Stalinist
period. Weather forecasts in Romania were doctareter Nicolae Cegascu so that

temperatures did not appear to soar above ordéihbthe levels that required workers to

stop working.

To prevent the manufacture and distribution of galai or unauthorized self-published
books and magazines, copying machines were strietjulated. Possession of even a
single samizdat text, such as a book by Andrei &isly, was considered a major felony

that could result in a KGB visit.

1.3.6 France

Censorship is not a strange phenomenon in Frahees particularly prevalent in the
16th and 19th centuries, though still in existetamay, it is somehow limited now. An
instance of it was in the face of dwindling caresain 2020, France had to ban a
television commercial for a Dutch bicycle firm, ichang that the commercial unfairly

tarnished the motor sector.

1.3.7 India

Given India’s history of communal tensions, the &dation of India provides freedom
of expression but includes certain restrictionscontent in order to ensure communal
and religious harmony. Anything that threatensuhgy, integrity, defence, security, or
sovereignty of India, cordial relations with foreiggovernments, or public order,
according to the Information Technology Rules ofl20is considered undesirable

content.
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1.3.8 Iran

Iran used similar methods of press suppression@ddé Ceagescu did in Romania, but
with greater potential for violence. Social mediach as blogs, Twitter, Facebook etc are

under strict control.

1.3.9 Malaysia

Censorship is practised in Malaysia. Pornograpluygenscenes in books, magazines,
films are not allowed. Government information tha¢ considered, sensitive materials
are usually blackened in prints. Non-Muslims in Malia are also penalized under
subsections 48(3) and (4) of the Penang IslamicggiRes Administration Enactment
2004 for using, writing, or publishing the follovgnwords in any form, version, or
translation in any language, or for use in any joitglmaterial in any medium: "Allah",

"Firman Allah", "Ulama", "Hadith", "Ibadah”, "Kaahg, "Qadhi™, "lllahi

1.3.10 Serbhia

Censorship in Serbia is neither direct nor transparbut it is easy to verify. The

government in Serbia is very sensitive to critigignd this has led to self-censorship on
the part of the citizens. The Prime Minister hasrbeaccused of anti-democratic
strongman tendencies by a number of news outletgndlists organisations expressed

worry over media freedom in Serbia in July 2014ingiVui as an example.

Five members of the US Congress (Edie Bernice dawhrSarlos Curbelo, Scott Perry,
Adam Kinzinger, and Zoe Lofgren) notified US VicaeBident Joseph Biden in
September 2015 that Aleksandar’s brother, Andrej Mueading a group responsible for
degrading media freedom in Serbia.
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1.3.11Singapore

The film classification system based on the filnt scnow used to classify films
according to age ratings in Singapore. This nowwval people to choose the particular
film that is applicable to them. This now affordeetpeople the opportunity of a wide

range of choice in film audience.

The present situation is different from what pregly obtained, where Section 33 of the
Films Act in the Republic of Singapore prohibitdte production, distribution, and
display of ‘party political films,” punishable ey fine of up to $100,000 or a sentence of
up to two years in prison. A ‘party political filmaccording to the Act, is any film or
video that (a) is an advertisement made by or omalbeof any political party in
Singapore, or anybody whose objects are wholly @inh related to politics in
Singapore or any branch of such party or body drigbmade by or on behalf of any

person and directed towards any political end mg&pore.

A Vision of Persistengcea short documentary about opposition politician Bl
Jeyaretnam, was banned in 2001 for being a ‘gaotyical film.” After being warned
that they could face legal action, the documensareators, Ngee Ann Polytechnic
academics, issued written apologies and withdresvfilm from the 2001 Singapore
International Film Festival in April. On the same&ognds, Martyn See’s short
documentarySingapore Rebgelwhich recorded Singapore Democratic Party ledaler
Chee Soon Juan’s actions of civil disobedience, based from the 2005 Singapore
International Film Festival, and See is being itigased for suspected Films Act

violations.
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However, when political films supporting the ruliRgoples’ Action Party are made, this
law is frequently disregarded (PAP). In 2005, faample, Channel News Asia’s five-
part documentary series on Singapore’s PAP miistas not classified a party political

film.

When political films are made about political pastifrom other countries, exceptions are
made. As a result, films like Michael Moore's 2@fzcumentaryFahrenheit 911can be

screened regardless of the legislation.

The Films Act has however been changed since Maofl® to enable party political
films if they are evaluated factually and objeciyvBy a consultation group. The ban on

Singapore Rebetlas then lifted a few months later by the comraitte

1.3.12 Soviet Union

Until Mikhail Gorbachev became its leader, the 8bWnion had no independent press;
all reporting was controlled by the Communist Pantyallied groups. Pravda, the Soviet
Union’s most widely circulated newspaper, held anopoly. Only foreign periodicals

published by communist parties, sympathetic taSbreiet Union were available.

1.3.13 United States

Censorship happens in the United States througlkshddm festivals, politics, and
public schooling. Furthermore, critics of U.Sngaign funding reform claim that the

reform puts broad restrictions on political express
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1.3.14 Uruguay

1.6

Uruguay was overthrown by a military coup in 1978 the right-wing military
dictatorship and the government imposed censorshigter Eduardo Galeano, for
example, was imprisoned and later compelled to. fiéie book,Open Veins of Latin
Americawas also banned. Under the present democratiersyst government, Urguay
enjoy a measure of freedom in press, media, ogljgelectoral right, gender issues and

reduction in inhuman treatment.

Summary

Censorship is a tool for moral upgrade and alsgditical repression. As an instrument
of oppression, dictator led countries like the Camist countries such as China, Soviet
Union, Cuba, The Eastern block use it as an insgninof oppression. Uruguay was
overthrown by a military coup in 1973, and the goweent imposed censorship. Writer
Eduardo Galeano, for example, was imprisoned arner laompelled to flee, but
censorship in Uruguay became relaxed since its detho dispensation. Section 33 of
the Films Act in the Republic of Singapore previguprohibited the production,
distribution, and display of ‘party political filhsBut the political film of another
country and the political film that supports thevgming party are allowed. The situation

has since changed to film ratings for differentsage

In Canada and America, censorship is generallytéidnio obscenities, pornography and
child pornography depicting or advocating non-coss@l sex, sexual violence,

degradation, or dehumanization, in particular, tilaich causes harm.
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1.7

To avoid history of communal tensions, the Constin of India provides freedom of
expression but includes certain restrictions onteanin order to ensure communal and

religious harmony.

Censorship in Malaysia is a religious one. Non-Muslin Malaysia are penalized under
subsections 48(3) and (4) of the Penang Islamiécgives Administration Enactment
2004 for using, writing, or publishing the followgnwords in any form, version, or
translation in any language, or for use in any fgitglmaterial in any medium: ‘Allah’,

‘Firman Allah’, ‘Ulama’, ‘Hadith’, ‘Ibadah’, ‘Kaabh’, ‘Qadhi’, ‘lllahi’.

Self-Assessmexefgises 3

I.Describe censorship in India.

ii. Compare censorship in communist countries with
censorship in Canada.

Glossary

Degradation: The act of reducing in rank, charasteeputation
Non-consensual: Not agreed to by one or more op#ople involved
Forecast: Foresee, anticipate, look forward to.

Communist: An advocate of the theory and practfaeommunism.

Dehumanisation: Degrading people with respectea thest quality.
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1.8 References/Further Readings

1.9 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Exercige(sin the content

Answer to Question 3

I. In India, anything that threatens the unity, iniggrdefence, security, or sovereignty of
India, cordial relations with foreign governments, public order, according to the
Information Technology Rules of 2011, is considevedesirable content and such an
item is censored.

i. Censorship is generally limited to obscenities,npgraphy and child pornography
depicting or advocating non-consensual sex, sexwalence, degradation, or
dehumanization, in particular that which causesnmafery little is formally censored in
Canada. There is censorship in China also, bus imore politically oriented. The
People's Republic of China monitors the internghwgbphisticated filtering techniques
known as the Golden Shield Project. Politicallysewve search results are removed by

popular search engines like Baidu.
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Unit 5: Censorship in Nigeria

Unit Structure

Introduction

Censorship is an issue that is approached with sttreeriousness in Nigeria. This unit is a

presentation of what censorship is all about inelay from the press to military, electronic

media, television and the film industry. The estdbvhent of the Nigeria, Film and Video

Censors Board, its roles and goal are topics @ludision in this unit.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

1.3

iv.

state what censorship in Nigeria entails,

Describe press, military, film censorship,

State the criteria for licencinfifdms by NFVCB,

Classify the activities of NFVAB Nigeria,

Censorship in Nigeria

Section 39 of the Federal Republic of Nigeria cibuaisbn protects freedom of expression
in Nigeria. Despite this constitutional safegualha, Nigerian government has maintained
influence over the media for much of the countryistory, with some instances
continuing to this day. Between 1979 and 1983,gibvernment of the Second Nigerian
Republic delegated censorship to the military fdsri@f while. During that period, the
military were in charge of censorship and all forafsinformation suppression of the

government.
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13.1

The main focus of the Nigerian Censors Board ar&icetypes of ideas, such as ethnic

debates, political opposition, and moral ambiguity.
Press Censorship

The Nigerian press was privately owned from 18591860. However, because the
majority of newspaper owners were politically aetithese journals were frequently used
to promote the political interests of their ownavighin certain limit. That is, those
periodicals, newspapers were also subjected toocgmnp as a measure for peace within
the regions. Furthermore, pressure from ethnicggowas a factor that necessitates
caution in news organizations, thus resulting etf-sensorship. News that exposes a
tribe’s negative aspects may face a boycott ogpme situations, cause ethnic strife, thus
necessitating caution on all sides. In 1957, thm lgurnal West African Pilot published
news with a blatant prejudice towards a Yorubatpali group called Egbe Omo

Oduduwa, and it sparked ethnic tensions.

The Yorubas retaliated by forming their own newgamization, the Daily Service, to
rectify the errors in those remarks. To avoid dispun the future, each news company
adopted self and tailored its message to the wishése local leaders. The Tribune, for
example, is more attentive while discussing Yorigsaes, whereas the Kaduna-based
New Nigerian thoroughly evaluated northern pergpeain national topics. Because they
dominate the majority of media-rich territories timee country, including the country’s
largest city, the Yorubas have the most influenger the news, but self censorship was a
principle they had to abide by in order not to hdwet polity. While newspapers still
represent the interests of various ethnic groupgdays, self censorship is still enforced

by the various media outlets in order not to runmlfof the law.
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The government began an operation to seize cootrtie press in 1961. It all started
with the seizing of the Morning Post's headquaytarsell-known and influential news
organization in Lagos. The government then exestgth strict control over the paper

that it eventually went out of business and was dbwn in 1972.

As the government’s grip over the press grew dfterloss of the Morning Post, other
newspapers followed suit. Although many news orz@tions have gone out of business
as a result of government manipulation, othershsag the Daily Times of Nigeria,
survived and continue to operate despite beingugaleernment control in 1977, until it

was privately acquired.

The new Nigerian Constitution of 1999 guaranteegdom of expression. Defamation
laws, on the other hand, were enacted later. Gritigue that, while press freedom
measures have improved, there is still potentiairfgprovement. In the Freedom of the

Press 2011 report published by Freedom House, idigers classified as partly free.
1.3.2 Military Censorship

Due to allegations of vote manipulation and elesdtaralpractice, the Second Republic's
power was challenged in 1983. As a result, the neasldcted administration opted to
delegate censorship to the military. This affordeders some amount of freedom from
persecution in hands of the military, especiallyewht was known that generals don't
read novels. For instance, when a student nameceQOhgblished a novel called "Behind
the Iron Curtain," he was arrested and accuseceimigba communist sympathizer. But

two days after his arrest, he was acquitted.
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1.4

However, censorship role was returned to the fédgosernment after the Second
Republic was overthrown on 3December, 1983. Military censorship was still ffeet
in 2013 for information about military strategy andnfidential materials for security

reasons.
Electronic Media and Entertainment Censorship

The government established the Nigerian News AgéhN&N) in 1978, which was in
charge of censoring electronic media such as raedieyision, and DVD. Although the
majority of electronic media was owned by privabenpanies, the government was able

to influence content through the NAN.

The National Film and Video Censors Board took oasrthe government's official
schedule agency in June 1994, replacing the NANs Ih charge of approving film
producers and reviewing their work based on théowohg criteria: educational and
entertainment value; national security sensitivétypidance of blasphemy, obscenity and
criminality; avoidance of inciting religious andcral conflict; avoidance of violence and
corruption; and avoidance of disrespecting Afrigemsonalities] Hate My Villagewas
prohibited by the National Film and Video CensorsaBl owing to its depiction of
cannibalism.Omo Empire, Outcast 1 and 2, Shattered Home, agttNDut (Girls for
Sale)were all banned by the board in 2002 because theydd every known decent and
noble tendency of the African psyche and culturelégicting obscene acts among young

women in certain cuts of the film.

1.4.1 Television Censorship
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Despite the fact that the government regulatestrel@c media through the National
Broadcasting Commission (NBC), which is in chardgenmnitoring and regulating
broadcast media, there is no evidence that thergoent controls the media. Local
television stations must limit foreign programmiteg40% of their programming, while
satellite transmission must limit foreign conteot20%. The ban on live broadcasts of
foreign news and programming imposed by NBC in 2B804till in effect, however it

does not apply to international cable or satediéevices.

1.4.2 Internet Censorship

In 2012, several government-critical Internet nesites experienced server problems,
which the site owners blamed on government interfee. Typically, such outages lasted

a few hours.

Twitter was banned in Nigeria on June 5, 2021 rdfte service erased and suspended
President Muhammadu Buhari’'s account for breakisglbuse rules and threatening the
separatist group Indigenous People of Biafra, whiath used the Nigerian Civil War as a
subject. Buhari slammed the actions for intrudimghis right to free expression. Using

Twitter was then made a criminal offense until Jag2022.

Self-Assessment Exercises 4

I What does censorship in Nigeria entail?

ii. Describe press, military, internet censorship in Nigeria.




1.5 History of National Film and Video Censors Bba

Act 85 of 1993 established the National Film andad Censors Board (NFVCB) as the

official regulatory body for the Nigerian film amnideo industry.

1.5.2 The NFVCB's Role in the Nigerian Film Indyst

The National Film Video Censors Board was establishy Act No0.85 of 1993 to

oversee the Nigerian film and video industry. Bgistation, the Board has the authority
to classify all films and videos, whether they anported or created locally. The Board
is also responsible for registering all film andle® outlets across the country and

maintaining a database of such outlets, among thimegs.
1.5.2.1 The Board's Functions

The Board’s functions includes: licensing a persorexhibit films and video works,
licensing a premises for the purpose of exhibifimgs and video works, censoring and
classifying films and video works; regulating anekgcribing safety precautions to be
observed in licensed premises; regulating and obliny cinematographic exhibitions;
and performing any other functions that are necgssaexpedient. As a result of the
Board's founding, it is now able to evaluate, d¢fgsand register films and video works,

as well as monitor the films and film outlets asrtise country.
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Additional action items identified by the Board psgority intervention mechanisms
include: organizing training programs focusing a@wncontent development, with the

goal of institutionalizing international best priaes in film production.

Organize worldwide conferences on the impact of fidlategorization and censorship on

society and development.

To restructure the sector and ensure that morepemtkent producers have access to the

market, draft and successfully implement a newonati distribution policy.

To assist flmmakers, establish new censorship @asdsification criteria, as well as

professionalize the NFVCB's activities.

It ensures broader community acceptance and cordedm categorization judgments by

regulating and prescribing safety requirementsetoliserved in licensed premises.

The Censor’'s Board also increase monitoring andreament efforts to prevent the
release of such films without NFVCB permission @richposes severe penalties for such

transgressions.

The board creates incentives for the productiopositive-themed films, such as advance

production subsidies, reduced censorship feesdfarcacy films and so on.

1.5.3 Involvement of the NFVCB

The NFVCB sees its role as the industry regulasopeneficial to the growth of a viable

film industry. The Board launched the ‘Nigeria heetMovies’ campaign to support this
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1.6

claim (NIM). It is a signature program that soltee shortcomings in the film business

through forward-thinking initiatives based on thealBd's mandate and vision.

The Board states that Nigeria's identity, charadgteage, and influence should all be
defined through the lens of the cinema. The vis®in line with the Heart of Africa
Project and Rebranding Nigeria programs, and itrags Nigeria as the most powerful

force of global goodwill and influence.

Self-Assessment Exercises

ii. What are the core objectives of NFVCB?

ii. State the criteria for licencing of films by NFVCB.

Summary

The NFVCB's Core Objectives are to create an emgldiimate for the film industry's
growth, keep the classification system on tracterms of time, cost, and quality; supply
governments with policy, advice and services, iaseepresent and new clients’ trust in

56



1.7

the NFVCB classification system, improve the comity’s understanding, confidence,
and use of classification systems and resultsIsth &elps to provide the necessary
internal capacity in the areas of people, trainlagistical support, information, financial

resources, and leadership to enable NFVCB managendrstaff to achieve their goals.

The NFVCB's Role in the Nigerian Film Industry & ¢versee the Nigerian film and
video industry. By legislation, the Board has théharity to classify all films and videos,
whether they are imported or created locally. Thar is also responsible for registering
all film and video outlets across the country ar@intaining a database of such outlets,

among other things.

The Board's functions include: licensing a persorexhibit films and video works,
licensing a premises for the purpose of exhibifimgs and video works, censoring and
classifying films and video works; regulating anekgzribing safety precautions to be
observed in licensed premises; regulating and obliny cinematographic exhibitions;
and performing any other functions that are necgssaexpedient. As a result of the
Board's founding, it is now able to evaluate, d¢fgsand register films and video works,

as well as monitor the films and film outlets asrtise country.

Glossary

Boycott: Withdraw from

Blasphemy: The act of speaking against God or dabiegs.
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Inciting religion: Using religious speech to stip lemotion of hatred, violence or

unlawful behaviour

Cannibalism: The act of consuming another individiidhe same specie as food.

Logistic support: Providing assistance

Cinematographic: The technology of motion pictunetography

1.8 References/Further Readings

‘Nigeria Ranked 115 Out of 180 on Press Freedodexh Sahara Reporters. Apr 26,

2020. Retrieved Jun 5, 2021.

Eribo, Festus; Jong-Ebot, William (199Press freedom and communication in

Africa (1. print. ed.). Trenton, NJ: Africa World PresSBN 0865435510.

Eribo, edited by Festus; Jong-Ebot, William (19%tess freedom and communication in

Africa (1. print. ed.). Trenton, NJ: Africa Worldréss. ISBN 0865435510.9 (cite

book): |firstl= has generic name

Uche, Luke Uka (1989Mass media, people, and politics in Nigeridew Delhi:

Concept Pub. Co.ISBN 81-7022-232-X.

Grisworld, Wendy (2000Bearing witness : readers, writers, and the nowveNigeria.

Princeton, N.J.: Princeton university press. ISB8891058290.

1.9 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Exercige(sin the content

Answers to Question 4
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I. The Nigerian government has maintained influencer ake media for much of the
country's history, to the present time. Furtheemdretween 1979 and 1983, the
government of the Second Nigerian Republic delebaesmsorship to the military for
a brief while. Nigerian censors frequently targettain types of ideas, such as ethnic
debates, political opposition, and moral ambiguity.

a. Although the new Nigerian Constitution guaranteegedom of expression in 1999.
Defamation laws, on the other hand, were enactied. |€ritics argue that, while press
freedom measures have improved, there is still niate for improvement. In the
Freedom of the Press 2011 report published by Breddouse, Nigeria was classified as
partly free.

b. Military censorship is not much of a serious affdm fact, writers felt safe from
persecution at the hands of the military, espaciatien it was known that generals don't
read novels. When a student named Oherei publiahedvel called "Behind the Iron
Curtain,"” he was jailed and accused of being a conmsh sympathizer. Two days after
his arrest, he was acquitted.

c. In 2012, several government-critical Internet nesites experienced server problems,
which the site owners blamed on government interfee. Typically, such outages lasted
a few hours.

Twitter was banned in Nigeria on June 5, 2021, raftee service erased and
suspended President Muhammadu Buhari's accouriréaking its abuse rules and
threatening the separatist group Indigenous PeoplBiafra, which had used the

Nigerian Civil War as a subject. Buhari slammedahbgons for intruding on his right
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to free expression. Sice then, using Twitter haanbmade a criminal offense until

January 2022.

Answers to Question 5

I. The core objectives of NFVCB are to:

a. create an enabling climate for the film industgrewth.

b. keep the classification system on track in termgnog, cost, and quality.

c. supply governments with policy advice and services.

d. increase present and new clients' trust in (andf)sbe NFVCB classification system.

e. improve the community's understanding, confiderzo®] use of classification systems
and results.

f. provide the necessary internal capacity in thesaoégeople, training, logistical support,
information, financial resources, and leadershipriable NFVCB management and staff

to achieve their goals.

il. The Board's functions include:
licensing a person to exhibit films and video works
licensing a premises for the purpose of exhibifilmgs and video works,
censoring and classifying films and video works;
regulating and prescribing safety precautions tcobserved in licensed premises;
regulating and controlling cinematographic exhdns;

performing any other functions that are necessagxpedient.
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As a result of the Board's founding, it is now atdeevaluate, classify, and register
films and video works, as well as monitor the filmsd film outlets across the
country.

It organises training programs focusing on new eontlevelopment, with the goal of
institutionalizing international best practicesilm production.

It runs worldwide conferences on the impact of fdategorization and censorship on

society and development.

It is also working towards restructuring the seetod ensuring that more independent
producers have access to the market, draft anessfodly implement a new national

distribution policy.

The board assists flmmakers, to establish newarshigp and classification criteria,

as well as professionalize the NFVCB's activities.

It ensures broader community acceptance and caowi#den its categorization
judgments by regulating and prescribing safety irequents to be observed in

licensed premises and imposes severe penaltissi¢brtransgressions.

Finally, it creates incentives for the productioh pmsitive-themed films, such as

advance production subsidies and reduction in e¢shgofees for advocacy films.
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Unit 6: Censorship and the Cinema

Unit Structure

Introduction: This unit gives a clear overview ofiat film censorship entails, it delves into the
history of how the concept of censorship of filmelged in the United Kingdom and the United
States. It also discusses ratings and what theslogofilms indicate and the criteria for the

categorisation.

Learning Outcome

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

I. describe film censorship,
il. state the need for censorship,
iii. describe film rating,

iv. evaluate film based on rating.

1.3 Film censorship

Censorship in cinema can be defined as the suppneskany audio, visual, or spoken
material in films that could be deemed unsuitaisigammatory, disparaging, disgusting,
damaging, or distressing. Censorship varies witlelyveen countries and is carried out
in a variety of ways. The grounds for banning anfibr censoring particular parts are
numerous and include, sex, violence, and substamsese; political or religious

reasons, animal cruelty, and so on.

1.3.1 Reason for Film Censorship
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Extreme violence and sexual content must be kepbbthe mainstream media. This is

legitimate censorship that does not jeopardizepolitical freedom of speech rights.

To safeguard youngsters, certain restriction isntéed. Governments say that they are
the only ones capable of safeguarding children frargar materials, resulting in the

worst entertainment. They must adopt stringent omeasat the censorship board to
entirely ban movies that are a threat to a cousittylture, as well as examine books,

movies, television, periodicals, radio, and intésites.

When filmmaking emerged from its experimental stegthe early years of the twentieth
century, most silent films, such as Jules Vern&yage to the Bottom of the Sea
contained depictions of familiar topics of that.dvipst silent films contained renderings
of then-familiar themes, such as Jules Verne's @indepictions of religious leaders or
educational issues, when filmmaking emerged frarexperimental period in the early

years of the twentieth century.

Burglaries, railroad robberies, and a stolen kissai shoe store grew increasingly
dangerous to the old cultural elites as the istqieemme riskier. The fact that young
people were congregating in dark, crowded theatatiser than well-lit churches or
lecture halls alarmed the supporters of refineduca) particularly among the elder
generation. Some, such as Jane Addams, a well-ksowial reformer, were concerned
that the corrupt art of cinema was displacing autibedrama, which was required to
satisfy the desire for a better vision of life. Acding to Addams, if young people only
forecast their rose-coloured future in a houserefuhs, society would be doomed to a

scepticism of life’s worth.
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1.4

Self-Assessment Exercises 6

I. What is film censorship?

il. Why is censorship necessary?

History of Film Censorship in the United States

One of the major trigger of censorship was theigatratmosphere and sexually explicit
music and dances common in movie districts. Thevelbbavn took place in New York on
Christmas Day, 1908, when the mayor cancelled gmnits of 540 motion picture after
hearing from religious groups that money made fifdms were actually profit made
from the corruption of the minds of young peoplenif&r action were carried out by
other city mayors. As a result, movie theatre awrestablished a group and filed a
lawsuit against the city. The moralists lost thstfround on January 7, 1909, when the
courts declared that the mayors lacked the authtwritlose all cinema theatres, despite

the fact that acceptable fire and indecency lawghirve applied.

1.4.1 The Race Factor

Another factor that triggered film censorship wasg tace factor. It was the general
believe that African Americans were second clatigeris who should not be heard but
seen. Blacks usually had minor roles of, domesétf,ssuch as gardeners, maid, etc. But
when the social outcasts were being seen as sepsgdin films, it did not go down well

with the moralists and so riots broke out basetheir perception of blacks overstepping

the social order. For example, in 1912, the U.Sadfess had to ban all boxing films,
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because of race riots in most cities of the U.8iclv resulted in the death of eight
people, after the film shows of the first Africamp&rican heavyweight boxing champion,
Jack Johnson winning the title in a 1910 match. e that he beat James Jeffries, a
white boxer who was described as the “great whijgeh did not go down well with the

whites.

1.5 Film Censorship in America and UK

Film censorship, or the control of a cinema'’s conhgnd presentation, has existed in the
film industry for almost as long as it has exist€de activists of today's society continue
to expand the film industry’s First Amendment rigjreillowing the art to be controlled to
a certain extent. In truth, film censorship wasbbshed in the United Kingdom in 1912,
and the United States followed a decade later. Héngs Code of 1922 and the Motion
Picture Production Code of 1930 were two otheryeattempts to restrict the cinema

industry.

1.5.1 Film Censorship in the United Kingdom

Video nasty list was created in 1982 to protectrajabscenity. Films on this list were
banned and distributors of the said films wereléab be prosecuted. This list banned 74
films at one point in the mid-1980s; the list wagmrtually trimmed down, and only 39
films were successfully prosecuted. Most of thendil (even of the 39 successfully
prosecuted) have now been approved by the BBFQyraumcut (Video Recordings Act,

1984).
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1.5.2 The Development of Censorship Ratings

In the United States, there is no federal agendienUnited States that is responsible for
allowing or prohibiting motion picture exhibitiomhe majority of film bans were enacted
through city or state ordinances or proclamati@wne films have been deemed obscene
by a court and are subject to particular regulatiprohibiting the distribution of such
content such as child pornography. In most cases), gilings are only legally binding in
the jurisdiction of the court that made the decisidhat is the film could be shown in

other states apart from the state where such fiéts banned.

It is possible for separate censorship standaeppdy in most states because, in order to
avoid the development of a federal censoring agetheyestablished film industry in the
United States adopted a kind of self-censorshippvknas the Motion Picture Production
Code in the late 1920s. The code prohibits criminain ever winning in film. Also,
partial nudity, steamy sex scenes and homosexweaditg not allowed. The code survived
numerous court challenges until the 1960s. Bug poduct of its times, the code did not

talk about stopping racism or discrimination agalews.

The Production Code was replaced by the film ingusthen it formed the Motion

Pictures Production and Distributors AssociationlB22. It metamorphosed into the
Motion Picture Association of America in 1945 ame tassociation formed the MPAA
film rating system in 1968. The rating system iadkd into five categories, each with its
own description. G (General Audiences; All Ages é&gied), PG (Parental Guidance
Suggested; Some Materials May Not Be Appropriate Gbildren), PG-13 (Parents
Strongly Cautioned; Some Material May Be Inappraterifor Children Under 13), R

(Restricted; Under 17 requires accompanying pavetdult guardian), and NC-17 (No
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Child Under 17 Requires Accompanying Parent or Aduardian) (No one under 17
admitted). It was established in 1968 by Jack Maldn addition to film ratings, the
MPAA lobby’'s Congress, assists in the foreign préoroof the US film business, and

protects against piracy.

1.5.3 Censorship Rating

The government controls censorship and rating lso@rdnost countries. The purpose of
film censoring is believed to be to shield youngsfeom adult content. A motion picture
rating system is used to categorize films accordmgheir suitability for audiences in
terms of sex, violence, substance abuse, vulgaitypudence, and other forms of
obscene content. A certification, classificationcertificate is a term used to describe a

certain issued rating.

The criteria for films ratings are as follows:

G — General Audience

PG — Parental Guidance

PG-13 — Not for kids under the age of 13

R — Restricted

NC-17 — No Children 17 or Under Admitted
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Self-Assessment Exercises 7

I. Censorship rating iS........coevvviieie e ann e,
il. List the film rating criteria..........................

1.6 Summary

Censorship in cinema can be defined as the suppneskany audio, visual, or spoken
material in films that could be deemed unsuitaisifammatory, disparaging, disgusting,
damaging, or distressing. Reasons for censorshipxreme violence and sexual content

which needed to be kept out of the mainstream media

Censorship has its origin in the carnival atmosphemd sexually explicit music and
dances common in movie districts which were a nuirect source of conflict. The
showdown took place in New York on Christmas D&808&, when the mayor cancelled
the permits of 540 motion picture theatres afterimg from religious groups that movies
included “profit from the corrupting of children'sninds.” Film censorship was
established in the United Kingdom in 1912, and theted States followed a decade
later. The Hays Code of 1922 and the Motion PicRn@duction Code of 1930 were two

other early attempts to restrict the cinema ingustr

1.7  Glossary

Video nasty: Low budget horror pornographic film

Disparage: Regard as being of little worth.
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Jeopardise: To put something or someone into at&tuin which there is danger of loss

or failure.

Vulgar: Lacking sophistication or good taste

Stringent: Strict, Precise, Exacting

Lobby: Seek to influence

Impudence: Insulting, Rude, Saucy

1.8 References/Further Readings

1.9 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Exercige(sin the content
Answer to Question 6

I. Censorship in cinema can be defined as the suppnestany audio, visual,
or spoken material in films that could be deemeduitable, inflammatory,
disparaging, disgusting, damaging, or distress®gnsorship varies widely
between countries and is carried out in a variétyays.

il. Censorship is necessary to safeguard youngstergrament unrest within the

country.
Answer to Question 7

ii. A motion picture rating system is the categorizad films according to their
suitability for audiences in terms of sex, violensebstance abuse, vulgarity,
impudence, and other forms of obscene content.

V. The criteria for films are ratings are as follows:

a. G — General Audience
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. PG - Parental Guidance

. PG-13 — Not for kids under the age of 13

. R — Restricted

. NC-17 — No Children 17 or Under Admitted
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Module 11

Unit 7: Censored Films

Unit Structure

Introduction

Censorship by Country is a compilation of data @msorship, internet censorship, press
freedom, freedom of expression, and human rightsach country and presents it in a sortable
form with further details. You may even be ablatalyse and rationalise if the individual bans

were justified.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

Review banned films,

Categorise the banned films based on their types,

Evaluate the censorship of film in the present time

1.3 Censored Films all over the world

Censorship is a known word in the global film intolysit is a fairly common thing for
films to be banned, so film producers try as mushpassible to remove offensive

contents from their work, to avoid unpleasantness.
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1.3.1 Banned Films

The reasons for banning films differ from one couynb the other. At times, most
countries may ban films for obscenity, religionggand on political grounds. Some may
even ban films for unknown reasons. Most countaiten have common grounds for
censorship in cases of obscenity. At times, padf{ghe film may be censored and in
such an instance, the producers may be asked tutsuch scenes before the film will
be allowed for viewership. We even have caseslisfibeing unbanned after a while.

The under listed are banned films in the world tredreason for the censor.

1.3.1.1Films Banned for Religious/Racial Reasons
Ben Hurwas banned by all Arab League States because Hagareet was a
Jewess.
Exoduswas banned in UAE because Paul Newman suppontssaio
Wonder Womamwas banned in Lebanon because Gal Gadot wasnerfdsraeli
soldier.
Hostage(Azerbaijaniwas banned because it presented Armenia in aiy@osit
light.
Noahwas banned by Islamic nations because their oglifprbids the acting or
portrayal of the personality of prophets in films.

1.3.1.2Films Banned for Obscenity
Obscenity is a vast term used to describing indeceaterials in films. For
something to be termed obscene, it must have nmadeént exposure of parts of
the body that would normally be kept private ore@d or made indecent or lewd

remarks.
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The following films were banned for obscenity.
The Silence

The Last Tango in Paris

Pretty Baby

Looking for Mr Goodbar

A Clockwork Orange

Maladolescenza

1.3.1.3Films Banned in Communist Countries

1.3.14

The Funeral Ceremonies
The Cremator
Nahota(Naked)

Carnival Scenes

Gone with the Wind

The Godfather

Banned for Violence

| Spit on Your Grave
Ikki TousenDragon Destiny
Megan is Missin(Banned for Sexual Violence)

A Serbian Film(Banned for sexual violence )
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1.3.1.5 Banned for Blasphemy by Pakis@overnment

Agent Vinod
Sarabijit

Maalik

1.4  Changing Film Attitudes and Perspectives

The way movies are restricted these days reflestsiffiin society’s attitude toward sex
and violence. ‘The Wild One,” a 1953 film about atorcycle gang harassing a town in
the United States was prohibited because it wasgthioto set a terrible example for the

youth. The prohibition lasted fourteen years. & haw been given the PG rating.

Who decides, is the question that needs to be exaniFew people would argue that
censorship helps to sustain society's moral stasddihe counter-argument is that why
should the values of a small group of individuaks imposed on the rest of the

population. Will censorship of films reduce crimélence, and rape?

The majority of people’s opinions on censorship evatext-dependent. The American
film ‘The Cooler,” about a casino employee and diidfriend, was rated NC-17 for a
love scene in which actress Maria Bello's genivedse briefly visible, whereas ‘Scary
Movie’ was rated R for a scene in which a seridlekistabs a woman in the chest and

removes her breast implants.

While the issue about a small group of people elating access to entertainment and

information for a wide audience is still on gointhere are numerous aspects to
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1.6

censorship. Keeping up with the rapid advanceméneahnology is one of the most
important concerns with classification today. Anfilboard can ban a film likdhe
Human Centipede, dut people can still watch it online; censorsiip necessary evil in

the realm of cinema because of its multifariousiret

Self-Assessment Exerc&es

I. What is racial censorship?

il. List and explain the instances of racial and religion,
obscenity, communism or dictatorial censorship of
films.

Summary

Censorship by Country is a compilation of datacensorship, internet censorship, press
freedom, freedom of expression, and human rightsfiarent countries and presented in

a sortable form with details.

The way movies are restricted these days reflestsiffiin society’s attitude toward sex
and violence. This is because, films that were iptesty banned may be released for
viewership, based on difference in the level ofietat perception of the matter, after a

while.
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A few people would argue that censorship helpsutasn society's moral standards. The
counter-argument is that why should the values afmall group of individuals be
imposed on the rest of the population. Will cenigrf films reduce crime, violence,

and rape?

1.7  Glossary

Prohibition: Forbidding or banning by the law.

Values: The importance, worth or usefulness of shing.

Multifarious: Many or various types

1.8 References/Further Readings
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1.9 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Exercige(sin the content

Answers to Exercise 8

I. Racial censorship is the suppression or ban basédeorace or tribe of an individual
involved in the film. For example, all Arab Leago@nned the filnBen Hurbecause

Harareet was Jew.

il a. Films banned based on religion/racial certsprs

Ben Hur was banned by the Arab League, becausarblayas Jew.

Exodus was banned in U.A.E. because Paul NewmayosisZionism.

Wonder Woman was banned in Lebanon because Galk @ada former Israeli soldier.

Noah was banned banned by the Arab League dueictide of the prophets.

b. Films banned for obscenity:

(DThe Silence,

(i) Last Tango in Paris,

(ii)Pretty Baby,

(iv) Ken Park,

(v) A clockwork Orange.

d. Films banned in Communist/dictatorship countries

(1) The Great Dictato(1940),
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(i) Las largas vacaciones del’36,
(i)  The Last Days of Musolidi974

(iv)  The Wolf of the Wall Stre@banned for putting Cambodia in a negative light.)

Others are theull Sunday,The Cremator, All My Compatriotstc. (banned by the

Czchoslovakia goverment).
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Unit 8: Culture and Censorship

Unit Structure

1.1  Introduction
This unit is a discussion on the conflict betweensorship and culture. It dwelt on
the limiting effect of censorship on cultural exgs®n and its effect on culture and
the people. It also proffers solution based onpieciple of cultural relativism as a
way of curbing excesses on film censorship. Findllgiscussed the need to reconcile
differences in culture by the reconciliation of towhl differences through

understanding and adaptation of noticed differences

1.2 Learning Outcomes
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:
I. define culture,
il analyse cultural element,
ii. evaluate censorship in film,

Iv. do a critique of film censorship and

V. synthesize differencesulture.

1.3 The Human Culture

The human culture is a pattern of human behavioua isociety or group that is

associated with that particular group of peopléhvgéculiar identifiable feature that
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1.3.1

1.3.2

is relevant to the said group. The human culturdaehes the customs, social
standard, dressing, tradition, art, architecturdbesand laws. Culture was declared as

the fourth pillar of sustainable development by 8O in 2010.

Elements of Culture

The elements of the culture of a society is thersation of its whole being because a
people’s culture defines it. Cultural elements enpasses religion, entertainment,
arts, mode of dressing, games, arts made up diteha, visual and performing art.
Visual art aspect of culture includes architectuseulpture, photography, film,
painting etc.

Performing art includes music, dance, film, theatte.

Sports are competitive arrangement designed foptipose of enjoyment and they
include wrestling, dancing competition etc.

Dressing: The people’s culture includes their alaghjewelleries, hairstyle and other
accessories.

Cultural Relativism

The principle of cultural relativism states thatawdture is superior to the other since
there is no known yardstick for determining the esugrity or inferiority of one
culture to the other. That is, there is no knowdyor bad values, everything is
determined at the societal level. The rule of caltuelativism states that rather than
rejecting or castigating a particular culture, sheuld seek to understand the culture

or get information on why they relate as they dagrAup or community should not
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use the standard of their culture to judge or deitez the acceptance of another
culture. This concept can best be explained bywag people approach different
food or recipes from other culture, because it besn observed that there is more

cultural tolerance all over the world with regatdgood.

Self-Assment Exercises 9

I. Human culture is...................... ?
il. State the elements of human culture with examples.

iii. Describe the principle of cultural relativism?

1.4 Film Censorship and Culture

Films are the projections of values, traditionalidf, attitude, arts etc., which are
all embedded in different cultures. But, contraryctltural relativism, censorship
tends to superimpose the belief of a dominant callan other people’s culture.
Meaning that the dominant culture, with time sq@seaut other cultures that are
disagreeable to its own expectation of what thalidalture should be. That is, it
often disregards other people’s belief and forcestler culture on them over
time, thus erasing the tradition, values, way f& &if others or the entire people’s

culture in any area it finds disagreeable.
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1.4.1 The Effect of Film Censorship on Culture

The imposition of a preferred way of life on filnngolucers have often resulted in
producers being forced to cut out some scenes,thitestory line or the removal
of a particular actor or total ban on the film ts entirety. When the media is
controlled through censorship, it limits peopletz@ss to information about any
other culture apart from their own. In such a gitrg the people will not be
objective and will not accept other countries adtuFor example, the Walt
Disney Company changed the storyline of the litlermaid from the original
ending intended by the author. The company appsrdiffused the initial story
to protect the sensibility of children in the naofecensorship. The change, apart
from being unoriginal was an attack on culture. theo popular attack on culture
was the two inch plaster cast of David fixed onniuee sculpture at the Victoria
and Albert Museum because of the culture shock rexpeed by Queen Victoria,
when she was presented with the statue. So, rdthertry to understand what the
statue depicted; part of it was covered up witle tddl leaf when the royals visit

the museum. Thus, reducing or watering down thenohéd message.
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Michelangelo’s David 1912

Self-Assessirexercises 10

I. State the conflicting issue between cultural
relativism and film censorship?

il What are the effects of film censorship on
culture.
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1.5

Cultural Reconciliation

The principle of cultural reconciliation should badopted in film assessment.

Globalization dictates the need to identify thetwnall differences that may exist between
one's home country and the country where the fils woduced. Where the differences
exist, the other culture should not be seen agylaficient, instead, a decision could be
reached on the aspect of the new culture to betadpj there is need for it and to what
extent the home-country practices may be adapteat¢dommodate the foreign culture

projected. It has however been discovered thatllysube differences are not really

noticeable or of much importance. It is very easieirn some facets of a human culture
such as greetings, consciously. But other diffezsrare learnt without being prompted to
do so. When cultures learn to tolerate people bérotultures, most of the issues in
censorship will be viewed with a better perspectand there will be less arbitrariness in

censorship.

1.5.1 Cultural Accommodation in Film Censorship

Before censoring a film, it will greatly help albrcerned if there can be room for
objective assessment of the culture that formsplbé of the film. This can be done
through research and extensive dialogue about itieifi question. During debates,

different view points must be given proper assesdrbefore a decision is taken on the
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film. When there are divergent views on a film audt, it makes for easier reconciliation

as some opinions will have to shift for a meetiogpto be reached.

Self-Assessinexercises 11

I. What does the principle of cultural reconciliation
propose in film assessment?

il. Objective assessment of films can be done through

1.6 Summary

Culture is a pattern of human behaviour in a sgaetgroup that is associated
with that particular group of people with peculidentifiable feature which is

relevant to the said group.

Cultural elements encompasses religion, enter@mjrarts, mode of dressing,

games, arts, made up of the literal, visual antbp@ing art.

Censorship tends to superimpose the belief of aimbm culture on other
people’s culture. Meaning that the dominant celtwvith time squeezes out other
culture that are disagreeable to its own expectatib what the ideal culture

should be.
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The imposition of a preferred way of life on filongolucers have often resulted in
producers being forced to cut out some scenes,thkestory line or the removal
of a particular actor or total ban on the film ta entirety. When the media is
controlled through censorship, it limits peopletx@ss to information about any

other culture apart from their own.

The principle of cultural relativism states that eudture is superior to the other
since there is no known yardstick for determining superiority or inferiority of
one culture to the other. That is, there is no kmgeod or bad values, everything
is determined at the societal level. The rule diucal relativism states that rather
than rejecting or castigating a particular cultunee should seek to understand the

culture or get information on why they relate asytdo.

Where the differences exist, the other cultureukhaot be seen as being
deficient, instead, a decision could be reachetheraspect of the new culture to
be adopted, if there is need for it and to whaemeixthe home-country practices

may be adapted to accommodate the foreign culiajeqied.

1.7 Glossary

Peculiar: Different

Literal: Exact, without exaggeration

Sculpture: A statue made with stone wood or othatenmal

Visual: Seeing

Imposition: Unwelcome demand or burden.
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1.9

Reconciliation: Making ones view compatible to aghe

1.8 References/Further Readings

Hofstede, G. (1997). Cultures and Organization$iw&oe of the mind. New
York: McGraw Hill.

Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Exercige(sin the content

Exercise 9.

The human culture is a pattern of human behaviaua isociety that is

peculiar to a group of people with distinct ideiatiie feature that is relevant
to the said group.

The elements of the culture of a society is theraation of its whole being

because a people’s culture defines it. Culturalmel#s encompasses
religion, entertainment, arts, mode of dressingnegm arts made up of the
literal, visual and performing art.

Visual art aspect of culture includes architectigeylpture, photography,
film, painting etc.

The principle of cultural relativism states that cwture is superior to the
other since there is no known yardstick for detamng the superiority or

inferiority of one culture to the other. The ruléaultural relativism states

that rather than rejecting or castigating a paldicaulture, one should seek

to understand the culture or get information on \lingy relate as they do.
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That is, a group or community should not use thaddrd of their culture to
judge or determine the acceptability of anothetusal This concept
can best be explained by the way people approdfgrett food or recipes
from other culture, because it has been obsenadthiere is more cultural

tolerance all over the world with regards to food.

Answer to question 10

Censorship in films is all about the removal ofadjiseeable contents from films,
but cultural relativism states that there is nodjoo bad culture, the matter is a
subjective one. Cultural relativism advocates #teinge things in films should
be approached with the same type of enthusiasm xhibie when we come
across strange food. That is we should try to wtded strange culture, rather
than condemn it.

The imposition of a preferred way of life on filpnoducers have often, altered
the story line or resulted in the removal of a igatar actor or total ban on the
film in its entirety. b. It reduces people’s accéssnformation about any other
culture apart from their own. c. In such a sito@atithe people will not be

objective and will not accept any other culturearajirom their own.

Exercise 11

I The principle of cultural reconciliation states ttlthfferences in culture

should be accommodated. The other culture should&seen as being
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deficient, instead, a decision should be reachetheraspect of the new
culture to be adopted, if there is need for it &mevhat extent the home-
country practices may be adapted to accommodatdotieegn culture
projected.

Objective assessment of films can be done throagdarch and extensive

discussion about the film in question.

Unit 9: Moral responsibility in Artistic Expressio

Unit Structure
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11

1.2

1.3

Introduction

Censorship in films is a concept that brings trseiésof moral responsibility in artistic
expression to the fore. Every individual or artistactor should always consider the
ethical aspect of whatever speech or output thynthto showcase. A journalist should
ask himself: ‘is it moral, will it be acceptable &' before making any output or
production. Being ethical in speech means usinguage, media and journalism to
create relationships that are based on ones maraisvalues. It means, being fair,

honest, truthful, respecting other people’s beliand respecting their position.

Ethical communication is crucial due to its emphkasi the responsibility of people to
keep society civil. With the concern of obsceniiyl ather disagreeable content in films
becoming more prevalent in today's society, theotgmce of ethical communication is

now crucial in films and documentaries.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, you will have

a clear understanding of ethics,
synthesize ethical rules into production,

determine the attitude to project.

Communication Ethics
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Ethical communication is closely linked to the perality of the communicator. Ethical
communication is an accurate and truthful exchahgeis based on the morals and the
values of the communicators (Higgins, 2015). Imfmaking, the values of the producer

is what is shared with the audience.

Communication ethics is of great importance to gsefonals, businesses, corporation
and individuals. Ethical communication in an orgation makes for effective businesses
practices. An organisation with ethical practicél wnmediately issue a press statement
in case of something that may be injurious to thehlit one with unethical practice will
rather bury the information in order to amass wealthe goodwill demonstrated through
transparency will encourage trust and good faitlat the effective business will not
conceal what is in the interest of its audiencengdeship may be the most effective
business practice, especially in keeping tradees®cand in maintaining high moral
standard with regards to the quality of productidrmethod of production or system of
operation may be kept from the public to maintainedge. A business may use social
media to advertise, but the social media servioiger may restrain its users on some
aspect. That s, it is the social responsibilityasubscriber that uses the social media for

advertisement to accept the censorship terms cfdbial media provider.

Self-Assessmexrercises 12

i What is communication ethics?

i How does censorship feature in ett



1.4  The Principles of Ethical Communication

Ethics give occupational and professional diregion how to distribute information to
the public without giving room for offence. Its mafocus is on giving credence to

available information and being ethical in its mge@ent. Ethics state that one should:

1. Always seek to bring out the best in communicatiand interactions with other
group members.

2. Listen and not interrupt when others speak anddasidie conversation.

3. One should always speak with discretion.

4. Speak from your own experience and perspectivaesspmpg your own thoughts,
needs, and feelings.

5. Always try to understand others

6. Manage your own personal boundaries: share onlyt wha are comfortable
sharing and give due regard to the personal boiesdaf others.

7. Everyone should be given fair hearing.
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Self-Assessment Eisare 13

I List five principles governing ethical
communication.

1.5 Universal Codes of Communication Ethics

Universal codes of professional communication estélhat unethical communication can
disrupt peaceful co-existence in the society amiitygi in human exchange. National
Communication Association advocates honest commatioit with emphasis on

educating others in effective dialogue, discussa@nyell as debate.

Truth and confidentiality are an ethical terms thpply to everyone and all professions
and governs relationships and all human interastidie most important thing is do
away with unnecessary embellishment, be truthfubgs, avoid anything that could lead

to distress or pain, and to be free of undue inftee not answerable to anyone.

1.5.1 Ethics in Film Making
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This concept can be discussed from the angle gbrib@ucer, actor and the content of the
film itself. A film, while being a projection of thattitude and values of the producer,

must also obey some ground rules of ethical conduct

The ethics of fictional films have been taken cafeby the MPA Ratings. But, the
principles governing documentary filmmaking covtre duties of the film producer to
the subjects of the film, the society in questiand the viewers, especially when other

people’s stories are being told.

Two types of partnerships were highlighted by ilrarhakers as raising ethical concerns:
1) The filmmaker with the subject(s); 2) the filmkea with the audience. Documentary
film makers prefers to have an informal commitmanthe outset with the subject on
release, they then allow the situation on grounddétermine how they handle the

production.

1.5.2 Decisions Making with the Subject

Because they are aware of a power imbalance, fikensawill sometimes volunteer to
share decision-making power with some subjectss Hgproach, however, does not
apply to superstars, who usually have able staffradect their image. This distinction

reflects flmmakers’ awareness of the power imbadain the relationship.

The majority of the subjects signed releases aarlpe production process, giving the
filmmakers complete editorial control and ownersbifthe material for any and all uses.
Insurers, whose insurance is required for mostvigtn airings and theatrical
distribution, frequently determine the terms ofstneeleases. Because the terms of these
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releases were not their own, filmmakers often ghe& subjects greater leeway than the
tight limits set down in them. Subjects have tlghtito change their minds or demand to

see the content involving them or even the eniline lfefore public screenings.

Showing materials ahead of time will make docuraentilm subjects to be more
comfortable with the exposure they will eventudiige and it will reduce the risk of

future issues.

Ultimately, the Centre for Media and Social Impaetscribed that filmmakers shared three

general ethical principles that they attemptedaiarice in their work.

They should respect their subject, especially #msiive or needy ones, in order to protect
them from hostilities.

They should hold their viewers in high esteem aad give the viewers disjointed account
that will leave them worse off.

Respecting their production partners. Not changiegconcept or what they set out to do at

the outset.

Although these principles provide a clarifying frewvork within which to discuss ethics in
documentary filmmaking, they also highlighted tlegicte to which filmmakers control the

process, content and publication of their films Hredr subjects’ stories.

Self-Assessmerercises 14

I. Give a brief description of ethics in filmmaking.
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1.6

Summary

Ethical communication is an accurate and truthkdhange that is based on the
morals and the values of the communicators. Comeation ethics is of great
importance to professionals, businesses, corporagiod individuals. Ethical
communication in an organisation makes for effectbusiness practices. An
organisation with ethical practice will immediatédgue a press statement in case
of something that may be injurious to health bug @nth unethical practice will

rather bury the information in order to amass wealt

These basic ethics give occupational and profeakidirections on how to
distribute information to the public without givinggpom for offence. Its main
focus is on giving credence to available informat@nd being ethical in its

management.

Universal codes of professional communication statthat unethical
communication can distrupt peaceful co-existencéhensociety and civility in
human exchange. National Communication Associatioadvocates honest
communication with emphasis on educating others effective dialogue,

discussion, as well as debate.
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1.7

1.8

The ethics of fictional films have been taken aafrby the MPA Ratings. But, the
principles governing documentary filmmaking covehe duties of the film
producer to the subjects of the film, the societyquestion, and the viewers,

especially when other people’s stories are beitty to

Ultimately, the Center for Media and Social Impaoncluded that filmmakers

shared three general ethical principles that titeyrgted to balance in their work:

. Dealing respectfully with their subject.
. They hold their viewers in high esteem.

. Respecting their production partners.

Glossary
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1.9 Possible Answers to Self-Assessment Exercige(sin the content
Exercise 12

I. Communication ethics is an accurate and truthfeharge that is based on the
morals and the values of the communicators.

il. Censorship in ethics may be in keeping trade setnetrestricting the amount of
information given with regards to a method of prcithn, and in maintaining
high moral standard with regards to the qualitypodduction. A social media

provider may also reduce the amount of faciliteleased for its subscribers’ use.
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Exercise 13

Five of the principles governing ethical communimatare the following.

a. Always seek to bring out the best in communicatiand interactions with
other group members.

b. Listen and not interrupt when others speak anddasidie conversation.

c. One should always speak with discretion.

d. Speak from your own experience and perspectiveressmg your own
thoughts, needs, and feelings.

e. Always try to understand others

Exercise 14

The principles governing documentary filmmaking e@svthe duties of the film
producer to the subjects of the film, the societyquestion, and the viewers,

especially when other people’s stories are beitty to

Two types of partnerships were highlighted by titrarhakers as raising ethical
concerns: 1) The filmmaker with the subject(s); tBg¢ filmmaker with the
audience. Documentary film makers prefers to havéentormal commitment at
the outset, they then allow the situation on grot;mmdetermine how they handle

the production.
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Most of the subjects usually sign releases earlyhe production process, giving the
filmmakers complete editorial control and ownersbifthe material for any and all uses.
Insurers, whose insurance is required for mostvigtn airings and theatrical
distribution, frequently determine the terms ofstneeleases. Because the terms of these
releases were not their own, flmmakers often ghadr subjects greater leeway than the
tight limits set down in them. Thus, subjects h#weright to change their minds, which
the flmmakers may find to be very unpleasant anaed to see the content involving

them or even the entire film before public scregain
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