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Introduction

Welcome to INR 431: International Relations of Fr@phone West
Africa. INR 431 is a two credit unit course fordiirsemester. It is
suitable for all students of International Relasomhe course consists of
five modules made up of sixteen units and a cogtsde. The course
has been developed to explain in details the sgfiatphases and
methods used by France to maintain and controlFnench speaking
West Africa.

The course guide tells you briefly what the coussabout, what course
materials you will be using and to work your wayotngh these
materials. It suggests some general guidelinegsheramount of time
you are likely to spend on each study unit of therse. It also gives you
some guidance on your Tutor Marked Assignments (J.MYou are
advised to attend the tutorial classes to disdusgtoblem with tutorial
facilitators at the study centre.

Course Aims
The aims of this course are to:

I.  examine the relationship between France and FréocepWest
Africa

ii. explain the working of the policies of associaticand
assimilation in French West Africa

lii. analyse the impact of France’s relations with FneWest Africa;

iv. discuss the position of French West Africa in tlm@remy of
West Africa

v. determine the role of French Commonwealth in thesligpment
of French West Africa.

Course Objectives

In order to properly examine the relationship bemweFrance and

Francophone West Africa, it is necessary to take tloncepts of

imperialism, colonialism and neocolonialism intansmleration. French

West Africa was a colonial enclave of France wiels been a source
of development to the latter. The relationship basn rarely equal. So
we have to analyse the strategies and processalseavand identify the

positions of the sub-continent vis-a-vis the positiof France in the

world economy. The study of the relations will as$n advancing our

knowledge on the level of development in French Mdésca.

Thus, the overall objectives of this course incladeto:
i. Introduce the learner to the basis of Internatioa&ltions
of French West Africa
il. examine the reasons for France’s interest in Wé&staA
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ii.  identify the impact of French activities on socilipcal
economy of French West Africa

iv. analyse the post-colonial implication of Frenchigiek on
development and cooperation among countries in West
Africa

v. discuss the extent to which the French Commonwealth
could ensure cooperation in Africa

Working through the Course

To be successful in this course, you are adviseedad and study the
units, read recommended books, online sources &mer anaterials
provided by NOUN. Each unit contains self-assessregarcises, and
you are required to submit assignments for assedspoeposes. At the
end of the course, there is a final examination.

Course Materials

Course guide

Study units

Textbooks
Assignment file
Presentation schedule.

arwbdPE

Study Units

INR 431 contains sixteen study units, grouped we fmodules and a
study guide. The units are as follows:

Module 1 International Relations of French West Afica in the
nineteenth century

Unit 1 Assimilation and Association in French WeAfrica
(FWA)

Unit 2 France in West Africa in the nineteendmtuiry

Unit 3 Faidherbe’s Second Governorship in FneWWest Africa

Unit 4 French Policy in Porto Novo

Module 2 Colonial International Relations of Frerch West Africa |

Unit 1 Colonial Economic Policy in French West id&- The
Cotton Example
Unit 2 France and West Africa after World War Il

Module 3 Colonial International Relations of Frend West Africa Il
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Unit 1 French Capital and Political Economy of riale West
Africa

Unit 2 Implication of Urbanisation and Educationfrench West
Africa

Unit 3 Development of Political Parties in Frentlest Africa

Module 4  Post Independence International Relation®f French

West Africa |

Unit 1 Security Issues in French West Africa

Unit 2 Uranium Deal in Niger

Unit 3 Formation of Regional Organisations in FfenWest
Africa

Unit 4 Origin of CEAO and West African Economy

Unit 5 Franc Zone and CEAO

Module 5 Post Independence International Relation®f French
West Africa Il

Unit 1 Origin of La Francophonie (French Commoniiean
West Africa)

Unit 2 French Unionism in Francophone West Africa

The first module explains the evolution of Franceaiterest in the
relations of French West Africa in the nineteenémtary. The second
module analyses the interest of France in the ipaliteconomy of
French West Africa during the colonial period. Tthé#ed module also
gives you an insight into the circulation of Frenmdpital. The fourth
module deals with the effect of the circulationFoénch capital and the
fifth module exposes the neocolonial legacies &nEh rule and its
impact on development and cooperation in West Afric

Each module is preceded with a listing of the uodstained in it, and a
table of contents, an introduction, a list of objpees and the main
content in turn precedes each unit, including 8skdessment Exercises
(SAEs). At the end of each unit, you will find ooe more Tutor-
Marked Assignment (TMA) which you are expected torkvon and
submit for marking.

Textbooks and References

At the end of each unit, you will find a list of legant reference
materials which you may yourself wish to consulttias need arises,
even though | have made efforts to provide you whth most important
information you need to pass this course. Howelverpuld encourage
you, as a fourth year student to cultivate the thafbconsulting as many
relevant materials as you are able to within theetavailable to you. In
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particular, be sure to consult whatever material ywe advised to
consult before attempting any exercise.

Assessment

Two types of assessment are involved in the coutke: Self-
Assessment Exercises (SAEs), and the Tutor-Markedegsment
(TMA) questions. Your answers to the SAEs are n@amh to be
submitted, but they are also important since theye gyou an
opportunity to assess your own understanding ofssoaontent. Tutor-
Marked Assignments (TMA) on the other hand are & darefully
answered and kept in your assignment file for ssbimn and marking.
This will count for 30% of your total score in theurse.

Tutor Marked Assignment

There is a tutor marked assignment at the end efyeunit. You are
required to attempt all the assignments. You wélldssessed on all of
them but the best four performances will be consididor assessment.
Each of the four selected come from the areas edvierthe course.

When you have completed each assignment, sengethier with a tutor
marked assignment form to your tutor. Make suré¢ ¢aah assignment
reaches your tutor on or before the deadline. if day reason you
cannot complete your work on time, contact youmrtubefore the

assignment is due to discuss the possibility oextiension. Extension
will not be granted after the due date unless unebeceptional

circumstances

Final Examination and Grading

The final examination for INR 431: International I&ens of

Francophone West Africa will take three hours aady 70% of the
total course grade. The examination questionsreilect the SAEs and
TMAs that you have already worked on. | advise y@mspend the time
between your completion of the last unit and thangration revising
the entire course. You will certainly find it helpfto also review both
your SAEs and TMAs before the examination.
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Course Marking Scheme

The following table sets out how the actual courssking is broken

down.

Assessment

Marks

Four assignments (the best f(
of all the assignments submitt
for marking).

Uour assignments, each marked
edf 10%, but highest scoring thrge
selected, thus totalling 30%

out

Final Examination

70% of overall course score.

Total

100% of course score.

Course Overview Presentation Scheme

. . Week Assignment
Units | Title of Work Activity | (End-of-Unit
Course
Guide
Module 1 | International Relations of French West Afica in the

nineteenth century
Unit1 | Assimilation and Association in Week 1 | Assianment 1
French West Africa (FWA) 9 ]
Unit 2 F.rance in West Africa in the Week 2 | Assignment 1
nineteenth century
, Faidherbe’s Second Governorship |n : )
Unit 3 Erench West Africa Week 3 | Assignment 1
Unit 4 French Policy in Porto Novo Week B Assigningr
Module 2 | Colonial International Relations of French West Africa |
Unit 1 Colonial Economic Policy in French , )
West Africa- The Cotton Example Week 4 | Assignment 1
Unit 2 \Ij\;::\lcle and West Africa after World Week 5 | Assignment 1
Module 3 | Colonial International Relations of FrenchWest Africa Il
. French Capital and Political , )
Unit 1 Economy of French West Africa Week 6 | Assignment 1
. Implication of Urbanisation and , )
Unit 2 Education in French West Africa Week 7 | Assignment 1
. Development of Political Parties in : )
Unit 3 Erench West Africa Week 8 | Assignment 1
Post-Independence International Relations of Frenchwest
Module 4

Africa |
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. . Week Assignment
Units | Title of Work Activity | (End-of-Unit
Unit 1 Sec_:unty Issues in French West Week 9 | Assignment 1
Africa
Unit 2 Uranium Deal in Niger Week 10  Assignmént
, Formation of Regional Organisation :
Unit 3 in Erench West Africa Week 11 Assignment 1
Unit 4 Origin of CEAO and West African Week 12| Assignment 1
Economy
Unit 5 Franc Zone and CEAO Week 12  Assignment 1
Post-Independence International Relations of Frenchwest
Module 5 :
Africa Il
, Origin of La Francophonie (Freng :
Unit 1 Commonwealth in West Africa) h\Neek 13| Assignment {
Unit 2 Trade Ur_uonlsm in Francophone Week 14| Assignment 1
West Africa
Revision Week 15
Examination Week 16
16
Total Weeks

How to Get the Most from this Course

In distance learning, the study units replace dwturer. The advantage
is that you can read and work through the studyeras at your pace,
and at a time and place that suits you best. Think as reading the
lecture instead of listening to a lecturer. Just &cturer might give you
class exercise your study units provide exercisgsybu to do at
appropriate times. Each of the study units folldahe same format. The
first item is introduction to the subject matter tbe unit and how a
particular unit is integrated with other units ahé course as a whole.
Next is a set of learning objectives. These obyestilet you know what
you should be able to do, by the time you have detag the unit. You
should use these objectives to guide your studyeWou have finished
the unit, you should go back and check whetherhae achieved the
objectives. If you make a habit of doing this, ysill significantly
improve your chances of passing the course.

Self-Assessment Exercises are interspersed throtghe units and
answers are given at the end of objectives of thts and prepare you
for the assignments and the examination. You shaodeach Self-
Assessment Exercise as you come to it in the siandg. Work through
these when you have come to them.

Vi
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Tutors and Tutorials
There are fifteen (15) hours of Tutorials providedsupport of this
course. You will be notified of the dates, timesldacation of these
tutorials, together with the name and phone nundbeyour tutor, as
soon as you are allocated a tutorial group. Yotortwill mark and
comment on your assignment, keep a close watcloonprogress. And
on difficulties you might encounter and provideisissice to you during
the course. You must send your tutor marked assghmell before the
due date. They will be marked by your tutor andnmtd to you as soon
as possible. Do not hesitate, to contact your toyotelephone or e-mail
if you need help. Contact your tutor if:

I. You do not understand any part of the assignedngad

ii. You have difficulty with the self-assessment exa&zci

lii. You have a question or a problem with an assignyweittt your

tutor's comment or with the grading of an assignimen

You should try your best to attend the tutorialkisTis the only way to
have face to face contact with your tutor and as&stjons which are
answered instantly. You can raise any problem emeoed in the
course of your study. To gain the maximum benefdmf course
tutorials, prepare a question list before attendivem. You will gain a
lot from participating actively.

Conclusion

This is a theory course but you will get the bastaf it if you cultivate
the habit of relating it to political issues in destic and international
arenas.

Summary

As a student of the International Relations Prognanyou can apply the
benefits gained from this course in understandigir yimmediate
context. As a Nigerian, you can appreciate thisrsmuecause we are
discussing French West Africa. In one way or theentissues relating
to the whole of West Africa will emerge. It will\g@ you a thorough
understanding of matters arising in the developragit cooperation of
the whole of West Africa. So also, you will haveadded knowledge of
how to determine if neocolonialism could be of h&psalvage French
West Africa from developmental crisis and indeedoaghother Third
World countries. Indeed, the French policy is fgta#ncompassing,
while it is meant to ascertain development in Feateccompete within
European countries, it is also exclusive to endina her former
colonies especially French West Africa remain loyal

Vil
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| wish you success in the course.

viil
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MODULE 1 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OF
FRENCH WEST AFRICA IN THE
NINETEENTH CENTURY

Unit 1 Assimilation and Association in French Wdstica
(FWA)

Unit 2 France in West Africa in the Nineteenth Cewn

Unit 3 Faidherbe’s Second Governorship in FrenclesiW
Africa

Unit 4 French Policy in Porto Novo
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UNIT 1 ASSIMILATION AND ASSOCIATION IN
FRENCH WEST AFRICA (FWA)

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1  Assimilation
3.2 Assimilation in practice: Senegal example
3.3 Association

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment (TMA)

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the study of International Relations of FrencledVAfrica, it is
important to examine the position of colonial posven FWA.

France was the country responsible for colonialismthe sub-
region. In this unit, we shall be examining the féels policy of
assimilation and association which manifested Inspheres of its
relations beyond West Africa. The policy was a fayfrsecurity on
the part of France to guarantee her influence amidtain her power
amidst the other European countries. We shall distlie definition
and practice of assimilation and association iménéNest Africa.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of the unit, having examined the hist@ricauses that
brought about the assimilation and associationcigdj you should
be able to:

. attempt the definition of assimilation and assaomt

. discuss the practice of assimilation in nineteeoémtury
FWA: and

. identify the impact of assimilation and associatiom the

traditional system in FWA
3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1  Assimilation

Assimilation was a term used for French colonidigyo It started in
the nineteenth century as an outreach programntaasice. If you
can recall, France and other countries in Europé&réethe
nineteenth century wanted spheres of control tosbdizeir status
amongst each other in Europe. The assimilation iedpthat the

13
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French imposed her language and culture on hes afemfluence,
which was quite different from that of the British.

The concept of assimilation emerged in France dutime first
French Empire, the French Revolution of 1789. ifaiged that all
men resident in the colonies irrespective of tieelour or race were
French citizens and they were bounded by the datisti. A careful
examination of this rule should raise the questit; if residents in
the colonies were to enjoy such privilege, why thiea inequality
that pervaded FWA in the T9and 28' centuries. Following the
emergence of Napoleon Bonaparte, the universal feave which
the policy of assimilation derived was amendeduohsa way that
separate laws applied to the colonies while Fraperated with the
universal law. The motive behind this was that miversal laws
were to be applied continuously, there would beree twhen the
colonies might become powerful and challenge thistieg order.
Furthermore, it was perceived that the applicabbrihe universal
laws would be a hindrance to the availability oéap labour in the
colonies. In practice, there was not much deviatioom the
universal laws of assimilation as the colony residevere accorded
civil and political rights.

In the practice of assimilation, residents in FWA&re considered
French citizens. By implication they had the righitsd duties of
French citizens. By becoming French citizens, thd#tuce and
customs of France were adopted to the neglect ataf values.
Thus, the organisation of the society, economicetigpment and
other beliefs and perceptions were in line withnereculture.

3.2  Assimilation in practice: Senegal example

Senegal was divided into four communeQuéatre Commungs
namely — Rufisque, Dakar, Goree and St. Louis. divesion of
Senegal into communes was to experiment French nfle
assimilation towards the end of nineteenth century. each
communes, apart from the political and economic itans of
France to colonise, Africans were taught the Freaghure and
language. In the process of assimilation, there av&kind of class
distinction as the elite were treated in termsdhfaation, culture and
language while the rural masses were merely usednap labour.
The elite becameriginaires as they were granted special status in
the society. Example of such was Blaise Diagnefitst black
deputy in the French assembly. Apart from culturé Enguage, the
practice of assimilation worked in the operationtioé armies in
FWA which France controlled.

14
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3.3  Association

The policy of association was a colonial systent firamoted the
coexistence of preexisting political structureseTdhiefs and the
elite in Africa were recognized and some of théildren were
granted access to education in the colonial schddls association
model implied that French culture was classical Adricans to

adapt. Hence, they were regarded as primitive, #ed French
political and economic ambitions were pursued \ogsty. As a
political programme, assimilation involved adoptiari French

culture, politics, social norms and beliefs by A&ms. The FWA was
seen as a medium for tutelage. More so, the missiaolonialism

contained the assimilation model which in pracecgailed cultural
annihilation.

The policies of assimilation and association at tome or the other
had enduring influence on France’'s activities in AWill
contemporary times. The African soldiers in FWA mlas the
incorporation of the profession in line with theefRch model
suffered discrimination. The African military menewe caught
between two worlds which non seemed comfortablealree they
faced the problem of racial discrimination in theervice for the
protection of France and at the home front, theatatructure of
their society had been disrupted in such a wayttiegt could not fit
in. This problem was enormous in Mali and Senedeakpite the
challenges, the soldiers participated in the raandeof FWA
towards independence.

The Tirailleurs as the African soldiers were called=rench faced
the challenge of inequality especially in the cdinds of service. It
was only in 2001, after about six decades, thahdegadmitted the
fact that unequal pensions were paid to Africandisos when
compared to French soldiers. This inequality wasxansion of the
assimilation and association models that, ultinyatedlued the lives
of French citizens than those of Africans.

La Francophonie

This was a concept used to organize French sdldarthe world. It

was a concept binding together French speaking legap the

world. The term was used as a neo-colonial contepéfer to the
areas in the world where French civilization ha@érbextended in
terms of culture and language. Francophonie wasep&d as an
element of shared identity by which citizens oftesawith no

indigenous national language could interact wittheather. It was a
way of demarcating French speaking areas from mendh

speakingLa francophonidhas becomé&ranete,a term to project the
French policy of assimilation in a modernized way.

15
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The term emerged in the 1960s when Leopold Sengh8&enegal
used it as a medium of outreach in FWA to seeksassie and
cooperation after independence. The term was usesimphasize
institutional and functional cooperation among [Eferspeaking
West Africans. This was considering the fact thatnewly acquired
autonomy was given on the platform that FWA remaithin the
French community with limited self-government. Apafrom
Senghor, Hamani Diori of Niger among others ¢aNFrancophonie
as a source of development and a kind of northhsdiglogue for
the global community of French speaking countrie
contemporary times, it has become an internatidaalguage
movement led by governments and non-governmentcaggenT he
purpose was in line with the assimilation modegtsure continued
usage and relevance of French language. The workinga
Francophoniein West Africa was due to the initiative of Leogol
Senghor who ascribed much importance to the usd-rehch
language as convenient for administration, edusatibought and
action.

Assimilation and Association in Practice

The plan that Africans would eventually be divertedm their

culture to embrace of European culture was refteatethe French
policy of assimilation. Thus, France saw West Adnccolonies as
business enterprises to be operated exclusivellyetdenefit of the
French alone. However, assimilation policy reigmedWA in the

nineteenth century and eventually by 1905; thecyadif association
was adopted because of the growing British expangio West

Africa. The idea of absolute absorption in all gjgilsanto the French
mode of life was reduced to political and econonaigntrol.

Assimilation was replaced with association, under nhew policy;

variations were applied to the administration ofhegerritory. For
instance, the variation reflected in the French aodraditional

institutions in French North and West Africa. Ire tatter, traditional
institutions were easily manipulated while it wast m the former
because of the strong influence of religion onrthrestitutions.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What do you understand by assimilation?

Reflection of Assimilation and Association Policies on
Administration

Despite the changes in the use of either policiesna time or the
other, FWA was organised as an absolutely centihliederation of
territories. This was done in the twentieth centtoymaintain the
monopoly of trade which they held, and it was athe to the

16
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competition which they encountered from other Eesopcountries.
This informed the need for aggressive penetratiaha@nsolidation
of their presence to avert all forms of Britisheirgst. In 1898, an
Anglo-French agreement was reached to ensure sfateartition
of areas of interest between Britain and Francés &greement on
boundary demarcation brought about a centralisstésyon the part
of France in West Africa. By the Anglo-French boandagreement,
Cote de lvoire, Guinea and Dahomey were createdepsrate
territories, while Sudan and Niger were placed umaiétary control
of France. Decisions were taken following Frenchdeioin the
colonies. Apart from the economic sector, there emawentration of
political and military activities in Senegal. Thelitary base was
formed due to uprisings among Africans against €fmerule. A
Governor-general was posted to Dakar which becaine
administrative base. The presence of the goverape@l and
French officials facilitated decisions on colonigbvernment as
stipulated from Paris.

The operation of the French National Assembly wss extended to
Dakar. The governor-general was in charge of caldeigislations

and decrees instructed from Paris. He was the @amycharged with
interpreting the decrees and maintained staff &bDthat assisted in
the management and coordination of the eight teres. There was
a governor in each territory that acted in accocdamwith the

instructions from Paris and Dakar. To assist theegmwr at each
territorial level was the commandant de cercle (tRag Officer)

and chef de sub-division (District Officer). Thesféicials were also
Frenchmen and they were strictly meant to obligeth®y orders of
the governor. The idea of the policy of assimilatiwwas reduced in
terms of absorption into the French culture whiésaxiation was
imbibed to tackle competitiveness from other Euewpeountries in
order to maintain a strong hold on politics andnecoy.

The Traditional Chiefs and Local Government System

In practice, the elements in the policy of assammatvere similar to

those of the British indirect rule system, but doérance’s African

policy, it was difficult to absolutely apply assaton. Both policies

were used depending on the issues and their regsons. The use
of centralised administration subjugated, to a daextent, the
traditional institutions. For instance, the treatg@gned towards the
end of the nineteenth century in FWA had drastieat$ on the

institutions. An instance was King Toffa of Porta\, who signed
a treaty in 1883 to accept French protection irharge for French
control of custom duties on the export of palm-miport of alcohol,

fire arms and textiles. By French protection, Tofas guarded
against rivals and threat from the Kingdom of Dabgnilhe taxes

17
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meant to be paid to Toffa in the local communityeveeplaced with
French taxes, courts superseded by French couwctpewn issues
relating to minor customary affairs in other ingibns within the
traditional structure such as the prison and mnylitgarrison. The
kingdom was divided into cantons (districts) healdgdocal chiefs
who were directly responsible to French adminigirat By
implication, the powers of Toffa were reduced bg tontent of the
treaty. Eventually, the death of Toffa in 1908 veasadvantage for
French administration as his son — the successerra@duced to a
superior chief rather than a king.

In other areas of Senegal, Sudan and Niger, dughdostrong
attachment, which the Islamic religion had with ditenal
institutions, French administration ignored the titn§ons and
imposed commandants. The commandants mostly Fiipdrvised
the affairs of the traditional chiefs. The chiefergly served as the
agents for the commandants. The chiefs helpedarctiiection of
taxes and recruitment of labour. The chief was alkdwed to
function in the administration of local governmehg was only
allowed to be part of the council of chiefs. Theiaal met once or
twice annually to advise the commandant. The disathge this had
specifically on the local communities was that ttigefs were
strangers and were not necessarily indigenes ofctmemunities.
They selected chiefs perceived as loyal to sereentanywhere in
FWA, once such a person could interpret. In thentigéh century,
the loyal chiefs and other African elites were liert exposed to
French Lycees for education and to the coloniabskshin Paris for
University education.

The assimilation and association policies were nmb@en but
slightly different. Throughout the period of Frenchle in West
Africa, this manifested in one way or the other.Bgain was only
interested in the development of trade, that of FWias all
encompassing as it operated in such a way thanietpated into the
socio-cultural, political and economic framework FWA till
contemporary times. A manifestation of this was ittea of French
Commonwealth (La Francophonie) that emerged froncAf

4.0 CONCLUSION

The assimilation and association policies were nmb@en but
slightly different. Throughout the period of Frenchle in West
Africa, this manifested in one way or the other.Bgain was only
interested in the development of trade, that of FWias all
encompassing as it operated in such a way thanietpated into the
socio-cultural, political and economic framework FWA till
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contemporary times. A manifestation of this was ittea of French
Commonwealth (La Francophonie) that emerged froncAf

5.0 SUMMARY

The policy of assimilation absolutely disregardéa tiraditional
political and economic systems. Initially, it wastroduced into
FWA as a principle that assumes that the Frenctureushould be
imposed and must be imbibed. Hence, French governmeé~nNest
Africa did not grant recognition to the traditionaystem. She
believed in the use of force. However, the restadisplayed by
Africans led to some temporary adjustments thadtiredly tended
towards association policy. By the twentieth ceptiihe policy of
association was basically adopted and this subsdgumanifested
as France had always interested in the affairsWRAFeven after
decolonization.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
Examine in details the assimilation and associagpmticies in
French West Africa.
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UNIT 2 FRANCE IN WEST AFRICA IN THE
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, we studied the policies of asktron and
association in Senegal. This unit deals with thatieship between
French personnel, French government and adminaratractices
adopted. It exposed the mode of French administratind the
nature of legitimate commerce. Senegal became & fomnt as it
was nearer to the coast. It served as the base refclir
administration in FWA. Governor Faidherbe was im&gl to
protect the interest of France. The activities d@idRerbe are
discussed in this unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. discuss the reasons for the deputation of Frencsopael in
FWA

. analyse the activities geared towards the protecfd-rench
interest

. identify the challenges faced by French personnel.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Presence of French Personnel

There was a general interest in Africa among thengtcountries of
the world in the bid to improve on their technotmdibreakthroughs.
To achieve the economic aims, there was the needodbtical
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support. In the French settlements in Africa, tlfiicers-in-charge

were naval officers. So, the merchants from Afracal Paris who
needed political support to achieve the econommtsavent through

the naval authorities. In the 1850s, the Governd®enegal was the
naval officer that carried out these responsibksgitiserving as an
intermediary for French government. Afterwards, sthe
responsibilities were centrally placed at St. Louwisder the

supervision of the commander of the West Africavahdivision.

The naval authorities were used to control the gdouts producing
areas between Senegal and Sierra-Leone. Groundiratie
enhanced French administration as the Goree Islandme a centre
of authority to address difficulties associated hwitrade. The
competition associated with this trade from thdi&iand Germans
enhanced the intensification of groundnuts plaotatby French
merchants. Areas extended to Futa Jallon and tperugiger was
developed as plantations.

3.2 Senegal

French activities in Senegal could be traced to sheenteenth
century, but much of the activities became more leasjsed in the
nineteenth century. The intention of France at ffesiod was to
develop a colony with a population that would fié@ie commercial
agriculture. This aspiration was realised to aaierextent as there
were infrastructures such as schools, hospitals r@uadeational
facilities. These achievements rested on the gadetrThe gum was
a raw material required for the development oftorgnindustry.

The French government relied so much on the gude tra Senegal.
However, the extreme reliance could not be desdrdsesustainable
considering the fact that Egyptian gum was morssital and had
better demand when compared to that of Senegal.gline trade
also declined because there were competing ingeneghe trading
activities. In addition, the limit in the articles trade did not provide
opportunities for varieties. In exchange for gumuinga cloths
imported from India were sold to Africans. It isportant to note
that these trading activities were not carried jpeit seby French
merchants. The merchandising cut across Europeachargs. The
roles of the French government were just maintgimiade activities
in such a way that there was a stronger revenue. Gd® position
taken by French government to isolate itself frdame teal trade
affected its revenue in decline. It was on thiss#sat French firms
attempted to make use of African merchants from LSuis to
compete with European traders. This act aggraviedompetition
and it degenerated into conflicts.
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Having realised this, successive French governmattésnpted to
curb the increasing competition. Some of the Frepalicies were
stricter methods while others remained flexible.te 1850s, an
inter-departmental meeting was held in Paris ctngisof the

principal agents involved in African policy and avate merchant-
Regis. The purpose of the meeting was to evaluatergmental
controls on trade and eventually a decision wasrtdk maintain a
free trade and relaxation of controls. Considetimg fact that the
competition could not enhance a sustainable ecangpolicy,

Governor Faidherbe emerged in 1854 with a new styfe
administration based on political development toperly tackle the
competing traders.

Faidherbe’s administration allocated the limitedowces to some
sectors. A new public works was established andstments were
made on training interpreters and other Frenchsariss to enhance
effective operation in the interior. French manpowas also given

military training to add value to French prestigjbe purpose of the
recruitment of Senegalese battalion was due tdabiethat French

citizens lacked a good understanding of the langwagl probably,

to reduce the cost of operation. These battalioesewneant to

protect Walo region, which had been under the erfae of Moorish

traders through inter-marriage. This act succeddedn extent in

asserting French authority in the interior.

However, some areas were not covered by this ssi@gsecially in
the left banks of Senegal. This was due to the gr@wnerchandise
and influence of an African — Al-Hajj Omar whose thaarity
challenged the French army at Senoudebou. Being fxuslim
background, he regarded the activities of the Frexscimproper and
colonial. He encouraged the local citizens to joinevolting against
the unbelievers (that is the French).

3.3 Faidherbe’s Diplomacy

The intent underlying French personnel developrbgritaidherbe’s
military policy was to forcefully take control ofi¢ territories within
its jurisdiction. This formed the basis of the gowaent policy in
Senegal. However, the strong opposition displayedlbHajj Omar
required some diplomatic acts which were subsetjuadipted to
reach a truce. To Faidherbe, his views impliedtal war, but in the
light of the aims of French-African policy, the ugskforce did not
appear as realistic. To achieve the aims in Franfmeign policy,
the sovereignty of Omar’s territories was recoguize order to
improve commercial relations. Eventually, by 18%0,truce for
negotiation was reached with Omar in order to desatar the
spheres of influence of France in Senegal.
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Beyond Al-Hajj Omar’s authority and the challengeposed for

French government, Faidherbe moved southwards alo@gcoast
and inland towards the Niger. The aim was to tak&rol of Goree

and its dependencies, in order to support Frerattets at the rivers.
The support was implemented by the establishmefarts at Joal in

Sine and Kaolak in Saloum. In other regions, theregoment

adopted the use of force to establish its contfdidherbe’s

governorship ended in 1861 and the tenure endeslibgeeding in
demarcating and sketching out the possibilitiesfdiother expansion
at the inland and the coast. Faidherbe’s policymafintaining a

stronghold of the territories was due to the rieglifrom the British.

The reasons for British interest in the French aled areas were
the suspicion by the former that the latter was$-haarted and it's
persistent in the practice of slave trade on lamdl sea. This issue
was one of the bases of Anglo-French rivalry in WAdsca.

3.4 Faidherbe’s Second Governorship in French Wegfrica

Extension of French Influencein Niger

In the first unit, we have seen that Faidherbe oras of the French
governors posted to West Africa to implement Frandereign
policy in the nineteenth century. His second comimd863 lasted
for about two years. In spite of the challengesesistance among
West Africans and the increasing competition frottneo European
nations, he was convinced that there could be ingatoFrench
political authority in West Africa.

The first action taken by Faidherbe was to co-aputenant Mage
(one of the French naval officers) who already leagerience in
Senegal to lead a mission to Niger. The first ungion given to
Mage was to follow Mungo Park’s route to Bussa anterge in the
Bight of Benin. This instruction was given to resgminto the
possibility of developing water borne trade alohg River Niger.
However, this initiative was challenged by Al-Hamar and
Tokolor Empire. By Mage’s arrival to Tokolor Empiré& was

discovered that Omar was dead and his son Ahmadutivearuler.
Ahmadu insisted on the promise from French for phavision of

more weapons to prevent invasion of the empire. &dumagreed to
reach some compromise. Ahmadu insisted that Frieadkrs should
pay import duty of ten percent. This was the caodiivhich Mage
had to take back to St. Louis in 1866 as a tredtpeace and
commerce. These conditions were not impressiveh& Rrench
government in St. Louis (Senegal). At this timeidRarbe had left
as the governor and replaced by Laprade. The phRaidherbe to
extend French sphere of political influence to khger could not be
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achieved as Laprade respected the sovereignty aiadb in the
Tokolor Empire.

3.5  French Activities in Mellacourie 1865-1867

Faidherbe’s French policy in West Africa had muateiest in River
Nunez to ensure French protection of its tradersiltary post was
established and a political resident was stati@idtbngos. All these
steps aided Faidherbe’s second governorship. The fhaat
instructions to carry out such steps came late #red French
government could not finance such except from loeaknue did
not make the steps materialise by the expirationFaidherbe’s
second tenure. Pinet-Laprade (Faidherbe’s sucgessoceeded in
signing treaties of protection with the traditiomalers in the two
rivers. It was easy for French influence in theersy because there
were less competition and British trade was indigant. It was only
few traders that reacted to French occupation®River.

Mellacourie trade

The 1860s was a period of commercial growth with #Hctivities
caravans from Futa Jallon. This facilitated inceshsexport of
groundnuts. French traders were very much activehia area
because there was less rivalry. The Gorce houseaspard Deves
established factories under the supervision Felalnids. The
factories were affiliated to Bordeaux firm of Chaslrand Durin. To
prevent encroachment, the French traders demand feecurity
system in the region. This idea was discouraged~&igherbe to
avoid the wrath of Sierra Leonean traders, becatusenplied

political encroachment.

As trade in the region thrived, there came integmiflicts among
the citizens that could not be solved by internabsures. The fact
that French merchants carried some party in thdlicenfurther
added to losses on the part of the merchants &s Were looting of
goods from the ships and shores. At this pointhbdetench and
British merchants sought for external interventiblelp was sought
from the British colonial government in Britain tdugh the acting
governor Chamberlain, but the conditions of assamplied more
taxation on the traders and eventually led to aé¢herice-consul in
Freetown and a naval officer intervened for Freacdvantage to
avoid British fiscal policy. The danger of Britigariff was tackled
as the intervention was diplomatically withdrawn.

France gradually asserted its authority and by Ueetyr 1867, a
military post was established with twenty-five marthe south bank
of Mellacourie. To the government in France, thentaa of

Mellacourie was not much esteemed. But, to Devegolzec and
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the naval officers it was an achievement which theyered. The
French government less recognition of Mellacoureswlue to the
perception that it was less profitable. They pmef@r~rench control
of Gambia and they desired for such change.

4.0 CONCLUSION

At a point in Faidherbe’s first governorship tenutlee challenges
faced by French administration led to the adoptérsome of the
principles of association. The main aim was to enshe loyalty of
African chiefs. But, it could not be achieved byde, especially in
the Muslim dominated areas of FWA because; Eurapeaere

regarded as infidels who should not be allowedke tcontrol. The
administration had easy access to Senegal but tleen@ to

penetrate into the hinterland was difficult. Theokeh purpose of
scrambling and struggling to access the hinterlamas the

availability of groundnuts.

50 SUMMARY

We could hold the position that groundnuts tradd #re need to
maintain exclusivity was the main reason for Frédeputation of
personnel to FWA. Apart from that, the increasimjluence of
Britain in West Africa remained a threat to Francgovernor
Faidherbe’s presence strongly maintained the exaiyf France
in its territories in West Africa. To Africans, tleewere series of
challenges; from Africans especially resistance~tench policies
and from rival European countries especially Bnitand Germany.
The administration had to court French merchantspart them into
consideration in policy making to ensure that otli&rropean
countries were not allowed access.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Examine the challenges in Governor Faidherbe’s Adstration in
French West Africa

7.0 REFERENCES / FURTHER READINGS

Ade-Ajayi J.F. & Espie I. (ed.) (1965 Thousand Years of West
African Historylbadan: Ibadan University Press

27



POL 311 KTEMPORARY POLITICAL ANALYSIS
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Of the towns and communities in FWA, Porto Novo was
prominent centre of trade that attracted the bgsmen and
entrepreneurs. Apart from the advantage of beimgastal area, it
linked to Lagos and ljebu ode (in Nigeria). Beforefench
colonisation, a French merchant-Victor Regis hadnbengrossed
with the opportunities of trade in the area. Henéeench
government had to collaborate with these merchaougs to
achieve her vision in FWA. The need to further es$&ench
influence was aggravated by British expansion tbddaey because
of its proximity to Lagos. This will be discussedthis unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. discuss the reasons for French interest in Westa\fr

. identity issues in the clash of British and Frematerest in
West Africa

. analyse factors that enable French success in Roko

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 French Policy in Porto-Novo in the 1860s

In the 1840s, Victor Regis, a prominent French immant was

already established around the Volta and NigerRjubey acted as
direct agents of the Emperor, flying the Frenchitvetl Flag at the
trading forts. The palm-oil in Dahomey was a majdicle of trade

and interest. An annual payment of 15,000 Francs pead to the
king of Dahomey and similar amounts to the chidfsis trading
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process enriched Regis to the extent of estabgisféactories in
small areas in the West of Whydah (Popo), Lagod,Raima. That
of Lagos was due to the collaboration with Kosok&pe who was
envisaged to be relevant in getting access to #he-pil trade in
liebu-Ode. Since Kosoko already had conflicts witie British
government, it was easy for Regis to seek his aabipa.
However, there was lack of security as Britain atemtinued its
aim of expansion in ljebu-Ode.

Regis at the Centre of French Policy

The British expansion was regarded as a threatdndh interest in
Dahomey. To avert this, Regis suggested that Frgosernment

should affirm her interest in Dahomey by appointang honorary
consular officer; and an agent to his company Mabauma. This
implied that Regis would be officially recogniseddasubsequently
to ensure absolute French control in Porto-Novce French aims
which were implemented by Regis had an added adgamnivhen

Soji — the King of Dahomey sought assistance frean€e because
he did not trust the British. Thus, Soji's allianedgth France

encouraged absolute French occupation.

Much as Regis assisted the French government mngaabsolute
control of Porto-Novo, he had no establishmentsetheather he
partnered with Brazilian merchant — Carvalho. Tdhanticate the
French policy, Marius Dauma (Consular office) sdugie
protection of Napoleon Ill in France to own somexda This
afforded Regis the opportunities to open a facforytrade in palm-
oil to pay him 1,600 pastries a year. To Soji, diggeement was to
allow free passage of imports and exports. Thisesg on the part
of Regis in Porto-Novo was aimed at extending Hnecantrol to
Yorubaland. In spite of this success, there wacdlIfy of access to
Porto-Novo from the sea. Vessels of about ten &mtve water
could route the town by way of Lagos Bar and thiste was under
British control. Not only the control, but there svsubjection to high
tariffs.

Both British and French vigorously pursued colomé&trests around
Porto-Novo, ljebu and Lagos. Further British encifoaent on
French interests in these areas was obvious ifdh&ardment of
Epe, and the Sierra Leonean community in the aoeghg British
protectorate. It seemed that the agreement eanhele with Soji was
no longer effective as Lagos tariffs were proclainaed McCoskry
(British) was heading for Porto-Novo in a steam tbda order
words, in spite of the success recorded by Regiscafaborating
agents to absolutely control Porto-Novo, the alisalkess was not
real as British protection in some surrounding sre@as a threat,
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more so that British had already conquered ljelmitarsome extent
Epe. This was contrary to the aims of Regis toidalty control
Yorubaland. French authority remained liable a®utbet to the sea
was secured. It faced hostility from British cottro

3.2  Glover in Porto-Novo

Following the death of Soji in 1864, France’s peshlin Porto-
Novo worsened. Marius Dauma tried to protect Freintérest, but
since Carvalho (Brazilian merchant) had his ownrenest, the
succeeding King was convinced to disrespect thedheThis act
drastically reduced French power in Porto-Novo. Tasv king —
Mepon was unwilling to ally with the French andsthivas an
opportunity for Britain. Glover (British officialni Lagos) found this
act as desirable to Britain interest visited Pdtoro in 1865 to seek
the support of king Mepon. The intent of Glover wasappoint a
British Resident in Porto-Novo, when the French powas already
weak. Secondly, Glover ordered the blockade of @mio It seemed
at this point that the French government was leastionary about
Mepo’s activities with Glover. However, the dematodappoint a
British resident in Porto-Novo was rejected by Mepecause of the
blockade of Cotonou.

Just as French was advised to remain passive, Glogs also
advised to do so when he ordered bombardment aomvo.

Therefore, Glover reluctantly sailed back to Labas requested for
the extension of British control in Porto-Novo dretgrounds that
Mepon was incapable of maintaining peace and #talitegis and
other French agents vigorously made efforts to thivee activities
of Britain to gain political control, which Frendhrctually lacked.
Regis maintained the economic power. The consylaoiatments
were held on to by French to ensure the econorfatoas.

The conflicts between the French and West Africem<otonou
were relatively solved as they renewed interesitee French Vice-
consul in Cotonou — Binnaud signed a treaty withvogan of
Whydah. This treaty made Cotonou to come directigien French
control, but under Dahomean administration.

3.3 The Second French Presence in Porto-Novo in th880s
There was a continued threat to French West Africade on the
Slave Coast, especially from the British. Due ® ithcreased duties
placed by Lagos, Bareste’s tenure as the Consytada plan to
forestall the unequal trade relationships. WheneBi&'s visited
Lagos in 1881, it was confirmed that Alfred Molonéie acting
administrator in Lagos) was concluding arrangementscollect
£25,000 a per annum on duties at Keteneou. One adrgillons of
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French rum was exchanged for one hundred gallopslai-oil.

Thus, Bareste’s calculation revealed the impositériagos duty
increased the cost of buying oil at Porto-Novo hg third. To avert
this, Bareste recommended a first attempt; the pdanee of the
protectorate which total (traditional ruler) hadeoséd d’Elteil (ex-

consul) two years before. Secondly; with the militaccupation of
Cotonou, there was a more obvious physical prolgmnch was that
of landing goods at the port. There were no emgufacilities to

accomplish this and the canoe men refused to wedalse of the
danger of being attacked by Sharks. A holisticnpévolved by
Bareste was to cut a navigation channel from thastcinto the
lagoon to enable motor-launches to ply directlyRorto Novo.

Thus, the second plan was the military occupatio@atonou was
seen as a last resort; so as to remove Britiskthiéis important to
emphasise that despite all the plans by Frenchsoire absolute
control, it faced competition and threat from Bnta Britain was

asserting its supremacy, which the French fouddfitult to accede
to. Much of the defense on the part of the Fremak fiscal in the
sense that they guaranteed some forms of favaurites the French
merchants in the commercial relations with Wesicains.

The final agreement was a Presidential decree whashdrafted and
signed in 1882 under the supervision of the MigistrMarine. The
basis of the treaty was that France should holdooRorto-Novo

town as its protectorate and area of influencevtmdaconflicts with

Britain. With the assistance of French naval effs; Dilecca
hoisted the French flag as instructed. The flag taisted through
several channels in Agege (a water route) whichtedCotonou

without passing the British post at Ketenou.

French Authority in Porto Novo

The success of Dilecca in representing Frenchasten Porto Novo
town made him feature at the centre of authorAyterwards, there
were challenges that ravaged the exercise of Franttority. The
first problem was the enforcement of French authaxithin Porto

Novo. The basis of the problem was that the siscoEthe authority
depended on the collaboration of Tofa. French sedme in

persuading Tofa to sign a new treaty to regulagedityanisation of
their protectorate. To protect French interestt pathe treaty was
that Tofa should not exercise authority of foreignaithout the
consent of French government. This position of th@nch

government was due to the changes which Tofa madeet local-

customs tariff on the arrival of German trading $es1 In addition,
Tofa was not pleased with French agreement of thiisiB

occupation of Ketenou, which he believed it hagtap. Thus, the
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treaty was meant to pacify him on the aforementlassues. To the
French, it wanted to stop any form of aggressimmfBritain or
other Europeans, in order to protect its econormitrol.

The Anglo-French rivalry was a second problem whpehsisted.
Despite the fact that there were some agreementdeimarcation
which left French to control Porto Novo town anditBh to
Ketenou, there were practical conflicts in the @esaf the routes
which belonged to French. Specifically in 1884Fm@nch naval
officer traveling with marines from Cotonou to RorMovo was
stopped by British Hausa troops at Agege. SineeRtench flag
was on the water way, the troops perpetrated @ts by hauling
French flag and hoisting British flag. This wa®#nrer act of breach
that could further aggravate conflicts. This anttbe part of the
British was meant to deny French access to theasddhe routes to
Dahomey and Abeokuta. This act by British and Enecould be
described as a real scramble for West Africa whalso formed the
basis of the Berlin Conference of 1884/85.

4.0 CONCLUSION

There was an obvious Anglo-French rivalry in Pddovo. Britain

really nursed the ambition to operate and own PNigo because
of its proximity to Lagos, but each of the Europeaations that
Britain and France thwarted each other’'s efforagioint in time.
There were series of alliance and disengagemehtting traditional
authorities. It was really a politics of scramble.

5.0 SUMMARY

Both the first and second presence of France itofd¢ovo was full
of rivalry with British interest. It was difficulto ban each other as
there was forced mutual acceptance of each otimt€mest. Africans
were at the receiving end, as the traditional palitinstitutions
could not independently take decisions in terms egbnomic
transactions. In spite of the rivalry with the Bmt, France
succeeded in engaging Tofa to sign a new treatgowern the
protectorate; this was done to prevent him fromabarating with
other European firms. But the Anglo-French rivaprgrsisted and
this was one of the causes for the 1884/1884 B€&dinference.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
“The Anglo-French rivalry deterred the success ehEh policy in
Porto Novo.” Do you agree?
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last module, we discussed the method usedrrbyce to
entrench her own form of legitimate commerce in FWa the

onset, it made use of the policy of assimilatioriolidid not really
work, until the policy of association was adoptdthis module
discusses the international relations of Frencht\A&ga as regards
the colonial period in the twentieth century. Dgrihis period, there
was absolute control of the political economy of AWThe

administration was more institutionalized to favoumport and

export exclusive to France. In this unit, we shwl discussing the
colonial economic policy and administration usiogten as

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
» identify the reasons for colonial interest in Frien@est
Africa;
» discuss the policies and methods; and
» analyse the effects and consequences of the mlicie

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1. Colonial Economic Policy in FWA — The Cotton Eample

Before the advent of Europeans in West Africa, ¢havere
indigenous forms of production and distribution. @érticular
prominence was cotton production and handicraftileexndustry.
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With the emergence of Europeans, especially thadhreEuropean
technology was imported to channel the industryefquort. The first
part of the influence was the introduction of neeedlings to
improve agricultural output, practicing and demasistg different
agricultural techniques. To facilitate export whe tonstruction of
railway and cotton ginneries. All these were sdf@ntechnologies
channeled towards export. Much of the French istesas on cotton
production and ginning, the local handcraft textihelustry was
neglected.

In the late 1890s, Lt. Gov. Louis de Trentinianrsgmred scientific
and commercial missions to survey the economic dppiies
abound in cotton cultivation. The outcome of thevey informed
the decision to pass raw cotton to Senegal Riveassist in the
expansion of French textile industries. As the gobf developing
cotton for export and importing finished goods eased, cotton
business merchants at the threshold of the twantiebtury met to
form — Industrie Cotonniere Francais which transied into another
name — Association Cotonniere Coloniale (ACC) i03.9The ACC
received direct subventions from government, it wasallowed to
market cotton, but it functioned to aid the use s#ed and
appropriate technology to maintain the ginneridk,ta facilitate
export. The first involvement of ACC was the distrion of 20,000
kilograms of imported cotton seeds to village chiaf the cotton
growing villages. A second step further which wallaboration on
of ACC and Politique Cotonniere was the teaching) persuasion of
cotton farmers to use modern methods to avoidiofe@utput. This
was so because of the type of textile it was méamroduce in
France. However, the results were not promisingabse it was
during the dry season and termites and pests baetbahe cotton
plantations. To avert the situation, more attentwas drawn to
careful seed selection and local varieties thatldcaatisfy the
spinners at the metropolis and at the same timetamaAfrican
conditions. A second measure is t0 encourage pepsaaucers to
produce more by paying higher prices for lower dselto serve as
compensation. The uncompromising peasants that defiant to
the second option were forces to grow cotton.

Another policy in the colonial cotton interest viae policy made by
the senior colonial administration against the @isthment of large
concession companies. The colonial administratidrttds in FWA

to avoid direct exploitation of the peasants grapine cotton. This
was implemented by fixing prices of 30cm per kigrto raise the
price in such a way that it was useless for expwatketing. In spite
of the protection, which the colonial administratiosed to seek the
loyalty of cotton growers that were Africans, tlaemers preferred to
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sell to the domestic market to encourage indigenteile

production. Contrary to the guideline given to &h€C, it deviated
by distributing tons of American cotton seeds asthldished a
cotton ginnery at Segu. Apart from ACC'’s involveme it

advocated large scale irrigation to assist theigalnof American

cotton seeds earlier distributed. Since the cologgaernment did
not want direct involvement of French merchantse tACC

influence the market by buying cotton through agragpmpany. At
this point, the colonial government advocated fdre® marketto

ensure that producers had the freewill to sell tooewer they
wanted. By 1915, the politics of cotton trade sexp@s the ACC
personnel were prepared for the First World War ey could not
continue to make cotton purchases from Africansesehchange
affected the rate of importation of finished clothem France, as all
processes pertaining to production declined. Thairde was added
advantage for the indigenous textile industrieshascotton farmers
diverted sales to indigenous manufacturers.

3.2 Impact of Colonial Cotton Trade in FWA

In 1918, Governor Charles Brunet of Western Sudquaeed that
the basic problem of Politique Cotonniere was tineng existence
of the local handicraft textile industry. The cottéarmers were
accused of selling their product for regional amstal textile

industries to produce cloth. Thus indigenous textilerchants were
seen as rivals to European traders. Despite tladryjvthe effect of
French technology had already reflected in thegedous textile
industry. The local manufacturers were faced wlhih ¢thallenge of
inadequate manpower, as the slaves working totasgactories left

their masters and established themselves as esemms and
craftsmen. At a point, an indigo-dyeing industryeleped in Niger
around 1906 and this was an opportunity for thoke would not

establish to work as an indigenous factory worker.

Another impact of Colonial cotton trade was thesiiast of women
in preserving exotic cotton for indigenous use. \@arpreferred the
output of the American cotton seeds and they hahitdevhile

spinning. This to the colonial government was natfifable. The
president of ACC saw this act as part of the sasotwhich

contributed to the failure of French colonial goweent in

managing cotton trade. Much as the ACC felt that dhtivities of
Africans led to the failure, the fact that the manmf the trade
appeared exploitative made Africans resort to a nmeaf

maximizing output for benefit because as laboutey work for the
colonial government.

Both the French colonial government and ACC infeexh the
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supply of cotton for industrial uses in the metitgo They
influenced the type of cotton produced by introdgcnew varieties
of cotton seeds, through hybridization with localtton. In the
processes of production, new technologies diffusede a sort of
training for indigenous men as it was adapted ® dperation of
indigenous textile industries. On the other harma diffusion of
European management and technology distorted ttial selations
of productions as they took interest in the allmcabf labour. The
interest in allocation of labour was due to the énugvestment
already made in providing infrastructure such dsveys. But in the
end, the institution of slavery which had beendenturies was itself
a change which the colonial cotton trade intendsudd upon.
Therefore, indigenous men and women involved asuadys saw
the colonial cotton trade as means to redefine osecbonomic
structure of inequality that ravaged FWA.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The Association Cotonniere Coloniale (ACC) was puran

economic plan by the French government to enswedbtton was
regulated and channeled to France to serve as rateriais for
production of garments. Since it was an industat thas cherished
and widely practiced in FWA, it was secretly hoardhy Africans to
serve indigenous textile industries. Apart from g cotton, the
imported technologies were adapted to improve ewbgs
production.

5.0 SUMMARY

In the pre-colonial period, the involvement of wamia indigenous
textile production was a disadvantage to the omerabf the

European economy. The French government was grossiived in

the administration of cotton planting to the stageexportation. It

prevented French firms from direct trade with thEagants. At a
point in time, it was discovered by the ACC thakiaf access to the
peasants was hindering the terms of trade and wupBy direct

relations with the peasants, the ACC took interasinfluencing

allocation of labour among other issues to ensua@imum output
from the plantations, but in spite of the intervenists strategies,
the involvement of indigenous labour particularlpmen diverted
the exotic cotton to serve the indigenous textbiustries.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
“The colonial economic policy on cotton productiaras a futile
effort“. Comment.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
Berg E.J., (1960) ‘The Economic Basis of PolitiCaloice in French
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West Africa’ American Political Science Revieb4 (2): 391-405.

Lellouche P. and Moisi D., (1979) ‘French Policy Africa: A
Lonely Battle Against DestabilisationInternational Security54:
108-133.

Roberts A. ‘French Colonialism, Imported Technglognd the

Handicraft textile Industry in the Western Sudarg98-1918/
Journal of Economic History.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

France’s relations with West Africa were furthensolidated by the
usefulness of French Africa during the World Wakéter World
War I, France held on to the belief that its codsnwere meant to
be treated as everlasting companion. New strateagiesstructures
were planned to foster France’s exclusivity in FWthis unit, we
shall be examining the ensuing form of relationd anoperation,
particularly France’s economic relations with Wa#ica.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. identify France’s African Policy;
. explain the forms of bilateral cooperation; and
. discuss issues of France’s relations with Westcafri

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 France and West Africa World War Il

It dawned on France after the World War Il that tesritories in
Africa needed independence, but the kind whichhdgught was
different from that of other Europeans. Francetnh was to end
formal control and retain an informal control. eling the
assumption of power of President Charles de Ganlléhe Fifth
French Republic, there was the domestic policy aekimg a new
France. He believed that African territories woblel of immense
help in this respect. Thus, he initiated tbemmunaute franco-
africaine which meant granting autonomy to African statesl an
retain control over issues of defence, monetamgidm affairs and
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strategic mineral policies. The communaute programmas

presented in the 1958 September Referendum and drataky

independence was discouraged, but eventually, amtignce was
granted. Most French West African states accegdtedcbnditions
for independence, except Guinea under the leagershiSekou
Toure. Guinea’s exception was based on the fadt tthea people
preferred ‘poverty in liberty to wealth in slavery.

Following the independence of West Africa statdgré came
bilateral agreements on issues relating to defesmeyrity, foreign

policy, and diplomatic consultation among otherse Thilateral

agreements were refered to Ascord de cooperatioto serve as a
model of the fifth Republic. It was used to indiibmalize France in
West Africa by predominating in all spheres. Thecéw de

cooperation was held on to and it was the watchvadréfrance’s

African policy. Due to continued agitations, thea@ was revised
in the mid 1970s to contain some form of libertyowéver, some
African elites had already found solace in the apen of the

previous accord before revision. The elites wereaaly used to the
protection offered by France and they found it kssy to adapt.

3.2  Characteristics of France’s African Policy

France’s African policy has the features of exalitgj stability and

continuity. French West Africa belonged to the [tertraditional

sphere by virtue of historical linkage. France’'mtien with Africa

has been exclusive in the sense that it guardeidsigae influence
of other Europeans in FWA. After independence, unke guise of
cooperation, France subjected its territories instVAfrica to

neocolonialism. It remained a way of ensuring aqaunty of France’s
interest. From the onset, the nature of Frenchtioals made the
post-colonial relations appears as friendly andilfamThus, there
was a common perception of values which did noeappcceptable
to other West African countries. This system redut®e rate of
internal conflicts among West Africans and FWA ageel as an
extension that has been integrated.

The implementation of French policy in Africa thgiuthe 1980s
has been vested in the sustenance of formal aodmaf institutions.

In the 1980s, President Mitterand of France who hasocialist

orientation attempted to deviate from French ndofgalism, but it

was difficult because France had strategic deperedem West

Africa for the supply of minerals. He had to adjasd manage the
existing cooperation. Each President France maisita close
relationship with Head of states in FWA. The Heddsiates also
visited France to consolidate the accords agreed ap one time or
the other.
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In the process of implementing the accords, sevea@hoc
conferences were held at the professional and miigiic levels
involving French and African ministers of variouect®rs. These
meetings were to ensure that the domestic policfeBWA were
monitored to prevent external influence and mamt&rench
interest. The principle of non-alignment in the &ean continent
made France a friend of the third world. This cintstd a base in
which France was able to build political and ecoioralations with
countries outside her traditional jurisdiction.| Gbntemporary time,
France has remained a powerful force in FWA and esather
countries in Africa. This link is not common wheongpared to
other European countries.

3.3  France’s Economic Relations with French West Aica
France held on to Africa for cultural reasons tointaan the
extension of its language and culture. It was algti@at France
really gained economically from its relations wilfrica, but a point
to note is that there was an establiskdtegic dependencé&rance
could not exist without African partnership becaiiseeeded regular
supply of strategic minerals to maintain its powed influence in
Europe. Apart from acquisition of strategic minsradnd raw
materials, Africa is a market for French manufastugoods, an
outlet for capital investment and a prop to herency.

Strategic Raw Materials

Immediately after independence was granted to Africountries,
the question of assured access to raw materialsersure
sustainability of the French economy became a bameaintain the
high technology industries. By 1980s, there waal id¢pendence on
Africa particularly, West Africa. France depended bliger for
Uranium, to the tune of about 100%. She dependeGuinea for
Bauxite at about 90%, Phosphate in Togo at abo%. 6the post-
independence Accord de cooperation included defagoeement as
to what France would offer to Africa while FWA wauimake sure
there is exclusivity to France in the supply ostural gas, lithium,
beryllium, thorium and helium. Apart from the exslity, France is
largely involved in the provision of thermo nucleamergy to the
world. To prevent FWA's diversification of supplidsrance offered
to provide security and defence to avoid threatenfiwithin and
outside Africa.

Trade

France retained the trade system as it was undeniabsm. The
system remained as it were in the Companie fraeaesl’ Afrique
occientale (CFAO) and Societe Commericale de |'busfsiain
(SCOA). In contemporary times, the nature of trgdactivities is in
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line with the rules of theconomie de traiteThis rule implied that
FWA is restricted to the function of producing coouities and
France in the position of determining manufactugeibds to be
exported to Africa. The rules applied to only fesuatries in Africa
because France wanted exclusivity and she prefatpediute non-
competition from other European countries. The f@wuntries in
FWA are Cote de Ivoire, Niger and Senegal. As a&2]1%hese
countries formed about 25% of France’s imports frafrica and
26% of exports to the continent. To France, thisdkof trade
relations is in line with her foreign policy towardAfrica as the
nations of interest were exclusive to her.

Aid and Monetary Dependency

As part of the issues in the Accord de cooperatibe, French
official development Assistance (ODA) was set ugunction for

dissemination of aids in form of finances. Yean/aar, the quantity
of aid is decreasing, as at 1991, the aid to Afies FF18, 300
million and by 1995 it was FF 7,730 million. Howeyenuch as
there are steady decreases, France tailored thénasdch a way that
there is exclusivity in the technical and culturabperation. In other
words, France made sure that in spite of the fa&t it decreases
aids, its culture, language and human capital dgveént are still
maintained in their neo-colonial FWA.

On the issue of monetary dependency, France has takas a
responsibility to defend her interest by formulgtinand
implementing monetary policies of FWA. France colstthe money
supply that is, the circulation of currencies, thmnetary and
financial regulations, the banking operations, tratlocation and
the budgetary and economic policies. This positbirance could
be described to have subjugated the position of F@dkh that in
cases of devaluation no consultations are madefrioad decision
makers. Thus, the CFA franc has ever remained dgn¢non
French Franc. The economies of FWA are absolutelgrchined
since there is no monetary autonomy.

4.0 CONCLUSION

To maintain unrivalled position among European ¢oes, France
had to hold on to Africa particularly, FWA. Thisnki of renewed
relationship could be likened to the policy of asabon. FWA

became a strategic base to ensure continuity inethstence of
France. Generally, Africa had indispensable rawenms such as
mineral deposits. These and others informed thesidacto grant
independence that continued to entrench neo-cdiemaHence, the
kind of autonomy granted was only partly politicthe renewed
France’s relation still controlled the economy.simbsequent units,
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you will see how this unfolds.

5.0 SUMMARY

After World War II, France maintained its glory adlonial power to
strategically depend on FWA. This reflected in thdateral

arrangement and cooperation. France depended @arahimesources
to maintain her nuclear industry. In return, Frarmemised to
provide defence and security services. But the Ipmhs to what
extent have the cooperation assisted in the denwdop of FWA.

The Accord de cooperation provided the frameworktlics form of

relations.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSISGNMENT
Analyse the reasons for France’s strategic depeeden French
West Africa.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This module is the second part of the last moduts. focus is to
examine the relations in FWA in the second pattwantieth century
especially after the World War Il and the early tpadonial period.
We are to analyse the nature and role of Frenchiatamd how it
determined the relations with France. Indirecdifter the colonial
period, the French still practiced the policy ofsagation in
furtherance of maintaining her stability among E&an countries
and exclusivity for supply of natural resourcesnirats former
colonies. This is a new form of neo-colonialismubSequently, we
shall examine the influence of this on the develepnhof political
parties and other issues.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the successful completion of this unit, you diddae able to:
. discuss the effects of French capital in Frenchté&sca
. analyse the effects of French capital on Federalism

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 French Capital and Political Economy of FrenchWest

Africa

At this stage, you should have observed that thess general
change in the Third World after the World War IMost of the
infrastructural developments were financed from itedpaccrued
from the colonial powers. The finances came iouggh grants from
France. From 1947 to 1956, such grants totaled dilfion CFA

francs. This financial relationship and dependeocethe part of
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French West Africa (FWA) has been so complex thagneafter
independence in FWA, policies could hardly be madéhout
reference to French government. Even among thergments in
FWA, this dependence was inevitable in state expered, as
ordinary expenses were drawn from French grantkis Kind of
relationship cannot but have its repercussions.

3.2  Repercussions of French Capital in FWA

This form of relationship created more class ddfere among
Africans, as the few who had the opportunity totipgrate in
governance were the only ones that benefited. rékeltant effect
of such representation was that Africans speclficle masses
hardly participated in planning that could enhanoeaningful
development. Besides, the French firms and muitinals had
made huge profits from such relationship. In otlerds, economic
planning had been done without consultations withicAns. Much
of the outcome of economic plans could hardly bebehefit to
African masses as they were planned for the elites.

In French West Africa, to reduce the rate of exenel on

manpower, most of the economic policies favouredithportation

of French labour to work in FWA. The local manpowses rarely
utilized to avoid incurring cost on wage paymerignch men were
used in staffing the administrative sector andpfudessionals in the
private sector of the economy. The rare opporugiven to

Africans was to hold positions as junior clerks amgkilled workers
that attracted meager salary.

A third repercussion was the effects on nationaliand self-
government in West Africa. In other parts of A&joespecially in
British West Africa, the post-World War |l era was global
opportunity to intensify nationalist’s activitiesrf self-government.
However, such agitations were absurd to the Fregmlernment.
There were open demands for self-government asatji@tors
remained passive. African political parties wera allowed to
develop, hence FWA leaders who realized the need séif-
government worked secretly for Africanisation. Aadded
disadvantage was the structure of the Fourth RepubFrance. The
Republic favoured mass influx of Frenchmen into FV@kdinarily,
the job positions left for Africans were ripped dfi the French
personnel who became important in decision makirdywtimately,
suppressed agitation for self-government. InvdyiaBWA was
extension of France which could not ensure padicym of
Africans.

Fourth, was the uneven development among FWA statasthe
areas nearer to the coast, there was more infcastal development
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that made urbanisation very significant. The caastates such as
Guinea, Senegal, Cote de Ivoire and Dahomey wigtesgnificant
growth. In spite of the concentrated growth, tlaetfthat most
Africans were rarely involved in development plamnidid not
enable the evolution of a national economy. Thkesliof Senegal
and Cote de Ivoire lacked indigenous economic d®ws such
decisions were tied to the global market. Even ramé&WA
countries there was no room for intra-group trade.spite of the
bottle necks, there evolved trade blocs in FWA. eféhwas the
Senegalese-Mauritania-Sudan bloc; Guinea alonee @et Ivoire
and Upper Volt bloc; and Dahomey and Niger blocid&h was the
only opportune to trade across FWA, it related wihnegal and
Cote de Ivoire. Apart from trade, there was a kufdlabour
relations in which Sudanese were sent to both ciesrib work.

The trade relations was basically between theiort@nd the coast,
in which goods were moved from the ports to therior and food
commodities were moved from the interior to thestoBach nation
did not evolve an economy of its own. In other v&rérench
control made FWA a global region. This regionalbglbconnection
could be attributed to the way in which the railtwarks were
constructed. As it was done in Nigeria, which wiamsited to the
country alone, that of FWA cut across all the caestin the region.
The problem of transportation hindered the evoiutd a national
economy as each country possessed a kind of aiganftastructure
in terms of factories. It would have been possibleach country
had its development facilities but the operatiohsuch facilities
depended on French presence in FWA.

3.3 Federalismin FWA

As you know, Federalism is a system in which thereentral and
component government. The central government wasegal,
while the component units were relatively weak. n€te colonial
administration in West Africa forged together thations in West
Africa and operated it through a federal systere Tederal system
was operated to ensure administrative conveniéltee purpose was
to avoid incurring much cost on administrative cboation. Apart
from the cost of operation, the government in Feamegas an
advocate of centralized government. Thus, thitegy®on the part of
French government was a way of spending less. Jystem was
adopted before the twentieth century.

By the twentieth century, federalism in FWA praetiche principle
of economic self-sufficiency that was adopted bwriee for the
colonies. This principle applied that the colonwesre to become
self-reliant. This was done to relieve French $ueg in Paris. The
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poorer colonies were subjugated to the richer ofid® poorer ones
were those at the interior such as Niger and Sudde richer ones
were Senegal and Cote de Ivoire. By 1905, the rgémeidget of
FWA was launched to centralize revenue and expearmdit The
revenues that made up the general budget were texmsexports
and imports which were mainly sourced from Dahom@gnegal
and Cote de lvoire. The contributions of thesentoes generated
political tensions as there were uprisings agdimstuse of revenues
from the limited areas to service the whole of FW8&pecifically,
Cote de Ivoire, experienced the worst situatiopaditical tension as
the activists advocated for the abolition of Fref@uderalism. The
unrest in Cote de Ivoire was based on economicvgniees that
characterised the federal structure. FederalisnmNigeria was
absolutely different from that of FWA; the struauin FWA was
part of issues that facilitated the agitation futependence.

However, only few of the FWA countries were inityainterested in
independence because they had already dependemchFstyle of
administration. Hence, there were hesitations pting for self-
government. To the poorer states of Guinea andarguthe
independence was a disadvantage as there woulddogback in
sources of fund. Due to international pressuranée was ready to
grant independence to FWA, but to FWA it was notasoeptable,
even though there were African based politicalipariThe FWA did
not bother on any sense of economic responsibilitiie agitations
of the political parties were based on the prirespbf equality in
revenue allocation. Thus, in either the delay rorthe eventual
acceptance of independence by African leaders, casmnfactors
were the basis for independence; FWA was still veoch attached
to its colonial roots.

4.0 CONCLUSION

As it was in British West Africa, the FWA was dewpéd to foster
continued French interest. The circulation of [Efeapital had a
systemic impact on the political economy. It hiael tepercussion of
reducing the pace at which self-government becamanmgful.

Instead of reverting to the traditional politicalomomy or making
each nation retain absolute identity, the whole FAWA was

administered and networked as a single nation.s @lso reduced
absolute independence.

50 SUMMARY

There was a vivid financial dependence on FWA. sThias
basically due to the nature of French interest gadernance in
Africa right from the nineteenth century. Most thfe economic
plans were implemented without consultations wifnidans and in
fact the type of education system practiced did make the
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activities of the nationalists swift in challengifgench influence on
the political economy.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Analyse the effects of French capital on the prditieconomy of
French West Africa.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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Gumming G., (1995) ‘French Development AssistanzeAfrica.
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UNIT 2 o IMPLICATIONS OF URBANIZATION
AND EDUCATION IN FWA
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The linking of coastal areas in FWA to the interigpened up
another kind of civilization which the citizens egtfor as the most
viable alternative. There was massive movememn ftloe rural to

urban areas. In spite of the influx, there wasqiradity in the

standard of living and access to education. It ardg few Africans

and French that had the better access. In this we shall be
examining effects of urbanization and educatioR\VA.

It is important to know that education as it wasimiy the colonial
period in FWA was not favourably planned for thesses, but
towards the end of colonialism, the policy of asstian became
manifest as African values were allowed to thrivéhwFrench
education system.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. describe the French education system at the isiizaje
. discuss the implications of French education system
. analyse the impact of urbanization on FWA

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Implications of Urbanisation and Education in FWA

The provision of infrastructure such as railroagsjustries and
transport facilities accounted for the emergencenotiern cities in
FWA. After World War Il, places like Dakar, Abidja Cotonou,
Bamako, Niamey, Bobo Dioulasso and Ouagadougou had
geometric progression in their population. Thesans were
important to the commercial activities controlledfrance.

There was movement into the cities from the ruraha. On the
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other hand, people migrated to the cocoa plantstion provide
cheap labour and to work for the development ofomwiall
agriculture. The migration was due to the bid &gngfrom wage
labour and it was an opportunity to escape from ab#horitarian
district officers and chiefs who had been empowedsgdFrench
orders. Migration to the cities led to constructiof temporary
houses occupied by Africans, while Europeans (Frentaintained
rigidity as they officially segregated their resildrom those of
Africans.

There was a drastic impact on the culture and stheee were
diversity in culture and language, French urbarmrataffected
people’s way of life in the cities. Contact witheRchmen changed
tastes and habits from traditional oriented to Eheariented. The
religious practices, dressing and feeding mode wadvsolutely
changed. The fall-outs of such changes were exeessinking,
prostitution and crime. Much as the infiltratioh Erench culture
encouraged social vices, the traditional groupiagd associations
were formed to ensure people got what they wantethe cities.
The urban associations led to retribalisation pgecas there were
competition and scramble for facilities, opportigstand resources
in the cities. The associations performed the feproviding
services to people of the same tribe and serveshaag clubs for
acquiring loans when needed. A positive side bhmiettogetherness
in the cities was that it facilitated political akgaess as it was easy
for workers’ unions to interact and form solidarigroups for
independence movements.

Education in FWA was meant to absorb Africans dal tBrench
citizens that would absolutely disown African coéiu This was
simply a major attribute of the policy of assimiat Thus,
Africans that received French education in the twed¢im century
tended to become French in their thoughts anddster French
government sponsored school started by Faidherl&enegal was
part of efforts to seek the interest of the Muspopulation. The
school was initially meant for the sons of Chiefsdait was
subsequently spread to new areas of French influefithe French
government embarked on the school projects becdiesdroman
Catholic and other Christian missions had estaptisbchools that
were hostile to the interest of the majority Musipulation.

Education became an easy tool for the French poli@ssimilation
in West Africa when the Church was separated from $tate in
France. Hence, in the colonies, the French goventranified the
school system in 1903 in FWA to reduce the powethef mission
schools. The schools trained manpower as recrartsubordinate
posts in French administration and commerce. Tést performed
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students were sent to Ecole William Ponty at Dafar teacher
training to provide manpower for the schools. Bug establishment
of the teacher training college exposed Africanstie need for
agitations for self-government. Most of the pohli leaders after
World War Il attended the college. The alumni fraéine school
formed a network of ideas for independence.

The education system was meant to provide elitewloauld act as
Frenchmen, which was in line with the policy ofiasktion and at
the same time provide manpower that was suitabie Fi@nch

administration and economic interest in West Afriddy providing

manpower for French administration in West Afringgss education
system was adopted in which everyone was encourageadtend

primary schools and the only language of instructieas French.
The elitism in French education was evident ingk&ablishment of
Lycee Faidherbe in the OIld towns of Senegal whéeret was
special education for French Universities. Theaspmity of Lycee

Faidherbe was limited as it was meant for few Adngs. The
curriculum of this school was similar to the cuatiam in France.
After qualification from this school, only the wda} parents could
send their children to France. Among the Africtivet were able to
weather the storm were the likes of Lamine Gueye beopold

Sedar Senghor.

On the reverse of the goals of assimilation, thedpcts from
Universities in France were those who opposed taetipe of
assimilation in FWA. Leopard Senghor began to rhs&&ican
values of negritude and culture. In support of gbem, Ponty
graduated from Cote de Ivoire (lvory Coast) andn@ai began to
express interest in the values of African histtingatre and dance.

At a point, the French government decided to adbetpolicy of

association in its education system. This was tduthe failure at
World War 1l and the competition for power amongrépean

countries. France was only left with Africa asaurse of power;
hence a way of maintaining stronghold was that daecation
policies were relaxed to accommodate more Africandhe

educational facilities in Africa were expanded, e@cholarships
were provided to study in universities. At indegence, the
provision of scholarships increased the number afvarsity

graduates in FWA. Again, this increase facilitatied development
of political parties.

The competition among cities in FWA was due to thanner in
which infrastructures were provided. Being a calasity, the
institute of higher education in Dakar was upgratted university
status similar to French university system in 195Similarly, a
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university was established at Abidjan. The Uniiteas were

established due to the efforts of the likes of ®®ngvho debunked
assimilation. But despite the establishment ofs¢heniversities,
some African elite preferred to attend French Ursies. At the
level of secondary education in the French systbhare was a very
rigorous training with emphasis on French languagais affected
the thoughts of French Africans on the need for r@néh

commonwealth because their modes of life had bémpexl by
French culture.

4.0 CONCLUSION

It is obvious that the education system broughthat initial stage
was meant for the elite and mass education washi®omasses to
provide semi-skilled manpower in French adminigbtratand the
curriculum was meant to absorb them as total Frecithkens.

Despite the initial inequality, accessibility to usdtion and
availability of institutions later became widespidaut it was slower
than that of British West Africa.

50 SUMMARY

The introduction of French education totally absarAfricans. As
it created the practice of social vices relatedritench civilization,
the entire African values was neglected. With thealrurban
migration, new consciousness of Africanism emergedhere were
township or ethnic associations and other groupsdd in the city.
In spite of the new life in the cities, it affectatie rate of
involvement in agricultural production among oth@ngs.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Analyse the French education system, consideriegfalstors that
led to the emergence of Leopold Sedar Senghor, @rotmers as
nationalists in French West Africa.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The previous unit sought to introduce you to thewne
institutionalism as an emerging approach in contaaeny
political analysis. In this unit, you will again betroduced to
another interesting approach in contemporary galitanalysis:
the political culture approach. This unit will bagwith a typical
definition of what is referred to as political auke. You will
also be introduced to the basic assumptions ohfipEoach and
its weaknesses. As you will soon see, althoughurilhas been
used as an explanatory variable for as long as hsiave been
studying politics, the scientific field of “polited culture” itself is
relatively new and was not established under thatenuntil the
1950s when it was introduced in the United Statéstil that
time, one common form of study, linking values atttudes to
behaviour, was the “national character” study, Wwhiwas
typically conducted by various forms of observatwithin a
single country. These studies generally offerechstrmide and
impressionistic blanket descriptions as Asiams“arscrutable,”
German’s are “authoritarian,” Americans are “rugged
individualists,” and Canadians are “peaceful, hoaesl boring”
(Jackson and Jackson, 2000:115).

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. analyse the processes that accounted for the fiommatf
political parties; and
. discuss the dynamics in the operation of the palifparties
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Development of Political Parties in FWA

After World War I, political study groups and texdnions emerged
in the cities of FWA. The groups emerged to chaléethe existing
order. The initiatives for such were spurred bgrieh Communist
and Socialist parties in France. The French Sstsaprovided

political training for Africans who felt the needrfchange. The first
training ground was the election into the Conshtugssemblies. It
was an open opportunity for political activities FWA. The

members of the Constituent Assemblies acted astidspn Paris.
In other words, the idea of nationalism in FWA dat emerge from
internal national consciousness, rather it wasreatly driven. The
deputies in Paris were affiliated with French mtiin the

Constituent Assembly. At a point, during the set@onstituent
Assembly the African deputies issued manifesto iserijage the
Conservative French colonial interests. A stethia direction was
the call for an all- African political organizatioat Bamako to
synthesise the efforts of Africans on the agitaidor equality and
autonomy.

The Bamako meeting brought together delegates frade unions,
study groups, elite associations and the newly éarnterritorial
political parties in 1946. It was agreed upon ttinre should be
unanimous support for the position taken by thacafr deputies in
Paris. The position was geared towards the estabdiat of inter-
territorial party —Rassemblement Democratique Africaine (R.D.A.).
The RDA was a combination of all political groupsHWA.

Operation of Ressemblement Democratic Africaine (RDA)

The RDA brought together political groups in FWApsh of those
who constituted the RDA came from Guinea, Sudan Rakdomey
with the exception of Senegal because of LeopaahiS&enghor
and Lamine Gueye who believed and affiliated tanEhesocialism.
The lack of interest in Senegal made Houphonet IBoitye leader
of RDA. The crux of the RDA was to ensure that @enstituent
Assembly really worked in favour of nationalisttagjions. This aim
was achieved at the November 1946 election to tladioNal

Assembly when seats were won in many territorigeasblies. In
spite of the seats won, it was only in Cote derb/dhat majority
seats were won. It was quite obvious that the RD&d not exist in
isolation, thus the RDA aligned with The French Qaumist party
to pay attention to colonial reforms because it Wsonly party in
Paris that supported reforms. Unfortunately, it wasme when the
French Communist party was facing opposition duga¢oCold War.
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In spite of the opposition, the RDA operated tha@ples of French
Communists party, which emphasized mass mobilizgto popular
support. The popular support was mobilised froffecent groups
and categories such as cooperatives, labour urtidlves, unions, and
women’s organisations among others. This form pération
strengthened the base of RDA in FWA.

RDA was founded by African cocoa and coffee merthai was
easy to gain the confidence of these people becauses a popular
party. However, the RDA was not a party for théeedis there were
oppositions from anticommunists French and Afrigafhticians as
well as Colonial administrators. By 1949, the appon was strong
and tense, to the extent that Africans were bnut&illed at
Dimbokro and there was an attempted arrest of HoughBoigny
and the RDA was banned from operation. These ldresawere
due to the radical means which the RDA was expiptinachieve its
objectives.  Subsequently, the RDA adopted subtlearms of
achieving their objectives. The problem RDA had~WA was its
strong attachment to the French Communist Partycdi¢o reduce
opposition, negotiations were made that the RDAukhadrop
communists affiliation. But in spite of the negdibns, the RDA
was loathed by the colonial administration and 8511 only
Houphouet Boigny and few others were re-elected tineé National
Assembly.

To avert the hostilities, the RDA resolved to rahiae RDA in
such a way that there could be a policy of collabon with the
French politicians and colonial officials in order persuade the
government to address issues germane to the massds as
subsidization in the sale of coffee and cocoa & Fhench market.
That was the operation of the RDA in Cote de Ivolineother areas
such as Niger, the RDA leaders retained radicadisohcommunism
in their agitation for independence. The RDA leadarGuinea and
Sudan opposed the policy of collaboration adoptedRDA leader
Cote de Ivoire and Senegal. The RDA leaders im&uand Sudan
used mass militancy to prove their strength andeaehsome of
their aims.

On the other hands, party activities from otherugso existed but
they were not as active as that of RDA. The otireups aligned
with the socialist party in the French National &sbly so as to
guarantee the consideration of their petitions ammplaints.
Lamine Gueye and Leopold Senghor were the leatiatsadopted
the new alignment by joining the non-RDA group kmovas
Independents d'Outremer (IOM) referred to as Owsse
Independents. The IOM was formed out of the ledsamt from
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the radical nature of RDA. The IOM was affiliateml a moderate
party in France. The IOM received support fromEnench colonial
government in Senegal but it was not as wide spasa@DA. The
IOM collaboration enhanced its supporters to wecebns into the
National Assembly in 1951 and one of the leaders graen minor
cabinet posts in several short lived French govemim

It is obvious that radicalism did not work for tloperation of
political parties. The relationships with the Fekrrgovernment were
ravaged with conflicts and at a point in time thes&s the need for
compromise which came in the 1950s. Though theeeewno
reforms per se before 1956; but the political parties and leaders
established the path and they developed in suclathat future
institutional changes could take place.

3.2  The Struggle for Independence 1956-1960

From the above explanations, it is obvious thatreheere two
political parties that emerged, the RDA and IOMthbload different
ideological leanings. In spite of the ideologidahnings, both
parties valued essential issues that was germaselftgovernment.
Apart from agitations for self-government, they wassed for
equality in the social and political opportunitigesit the Frenchmen
had access to. By January 1956, a new Nationatmsly was
elected and the RDA was well recognised by occupyihe
available seats. With the opportunity given toiédns to occupy
seats, arOutline Law (Loi cadre was passed in the assembly by
giving powers to the government to plan politicaforms. Loi
cadre was a series of decrees put forth by French govent in
1957. It implied that a limited form of self-govenent was granted
under which each territory could elect minister® ifis assemblies
and serve the governor as executive council.

The Loi Cadre system became effective after the March 1957
elections and the RDA controlled Guinea, Sudan@oi# de Ivoire.
However, Guinea and Sudan wanted a more self-dedro
government to ensure a more West African Federatian was
devoid of colonial control. But RDA was not wilfrto achieve the
demands of Guinea and Sudan. Within this conté¥) became
more relevant and there was a kind of regroupingwinich
politicians and other groups joined the leadergfigenghor under
the Party-Parti de Regroupement Africaine (PRA)shite of the
regroup, de Gaulle’s assumption of power in Fraomdd not make
it easy to achieve the objectives of independeitere was the
option given in France that Africans should acclmited self-
government under French community and enjoy alim&rof
assistance or accept independence and forfeitany éf assistance.
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In the light of this, the political leaders acceptbe former option,
while Guinea alone went for the latter. As stipaethtde Gaulle
withdrew all forms of assistance and refused tocoatdiplomatic
recognition. Within the French community, the partigaders
advocated for new constitution within the parliataen system that
was suitable for independence.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The fact that formation of political parties in FWhad international
influence created conflicts and clash of interesteong Africans. If
you look at the ideological leanings of RDA and 10OMu will
discover that there were a lot of intricacies oe tonsolidation
towards independence. By the 1950s, despite thereiifces, there
was a converging point aimed at self-governmenivéier, France
perpetrated the assimilation policy by imposing ltbecadrewhich
meant limitation to the grant of self-governmenEWA.

5.0 SUMMARY

The path to attaining self-government in FWA wag easy. The
differences in ideological leanings of RDA and FQ@ktated some
sort of disunity. Above all, the fact that Franceuld not have
allowed political parties in FWA aggravated the vsloate of
attaining self-government. It appeared as if Frawas forced by
international pressures and events to accept sgrgment. Hence,
to maintain her strategic dependence on FWA, Libiecadre was
introduced to regulate the affairs of FWA.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

“The path to attaining self-government in Frenchstafrica was
rough.” Explain.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In one of the units of the previous modules, weulsed the new
trend in France’s policy towards Africa. In thigity we shall be
examining security issues in French West AfricawHtid France
intervene? Why was France so interested in maingasecurity and
defence in FWA? Is it of utmost importance to tlevelopment of
FWA? These are the issues we shall be considaritings unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. identify the reasons for France’s interest

. analyse the forms of military interventionritig the Cold
War

. discuss the effects of such intervention

. explain changes in the Franco-West African relatiotne
post-Cold War era

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1  Security Issues in French West Africa

Before Charles de Gaulle’s Fifth Republic, Franes been using
FWA as a focal point in the display of diplomacytie world. Since
France lost in the Franco-Prussian war, it heldooAfrica to prove

its power to other Europeans. In the light of tiérica became
germane to the defence and security interestsasfdér This started
to reflect even before the World War Il as Franeel Istrategised
how to nurture strong military and naval facilitiesThus, Africa

especially FWA became a major source of militarynpwaver, a sort
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of Franco-African military relations continued. Thera of
decolonisation was transformed to cooperation. c€beperation
entailed that France’s military presence was rethim FWA. The
aim of the cooperation was to maintain privilegethtions in spite
of national sovereignties.

Two forms of cooperation were proposed by Frantlee-first was
Accord de defence which was bilateral in naturewds aimed to
provide a strong basis for French military intetvem after
independence. Some countries in FWA signed thisnde pact.
Cote de Ivoire, Senegal, Togo, Niger, Chad, Bemd Blauritania
were a party to the defence pact. The second defagreement,
France offered military and technical assistancedeun the
agreement-accords d’ assistance militaire techniqlibe form of
operation in this agreement involved organizinguipping and
training of national armies, as well as police &wc

3.2 Purpose of Military Intervention during the Cold War

French military presence in Africa since 1960s imasntained eight
defence and twenty four military technical assistamgreements.
Several troops were placed in various parts of F¥WApermanent
basis. By the 1990s, the rate of the presenceceellihowever, to
maintain the ties; another defence programme wtated in 1993.
La Force d’ action rapidg FAR) composed of five units of about
44,500 men was reserved for Africa in France. pugose of the
reservation was to ensure quick intervention attshotice in the
former French territories in Africa. The interviemt was situated
within the provisions of Accord de defense. Buisitobvious that
the accord was operated within the interest of égan Africa to
maintain exclusivity and stability.

The offering of military technical assistance wastf the mission
of exclusivity in which French civilization metanpmdtose and
transform in the territories. In 1992, about thithousand African
officers were trained in FWA as a product of thehtacal

assistance. This enabled France to control thee &zl function of
Francophone armies and subsequently, the defenstensy.

France’s interest and military presence in FWA based on the
level of her economic interest. For instance,ghsrmuch military
presence in Niger because France wanted to prtitecsource of
Uranium supply. In Senegal, heavy French militargs due to
presence of French residents. Again, in Cote dedwand Senegal,
the cordiality in the relationship of France witietnational elites
also influenced French military presence.

The most obvious source of security provision irerdéh West
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Africa still depends on relations with France. Mosthe states in
French West Africa could hardly seek alliance wather countries
in Europe directly without the involvement of FrancFor the fact
that affect independence, a considerable numbéirerich citizens
still resided in Senegal and Cote de Ivoire infleesh French
participation in the internal and external affaifghese countries.

Since the 1960s, France has taken as part of risafdf policy to

reserve military troops for deployment and defemmcéfrica. The

provision of security on the part of France wasnsess a

commitment. But it was not a commitment in thed ssgse; it was a
service on the part of France to ensure that itenéo colonial

territories were not taken over by other Europeains.other African

countries, the services of France were meant roatishe plans for
continental or sub-continental cooperation thatlddae inimical to

French interest.

Much as France has been trying to protect its estethe training of
African-military personnel in France in the 1980&s a largesse
extended to ensure absolute loyalty from Frencht\Wégcans. By

1985, about 6,800 French troops were stationediboti, Senegal

and Cote de Ivoire. Their roles were mainly tovperég external

threats and ensure that the defense agreementsneeteeached.
In an attempt to maintain such agreements, thesebban series of
instability, especially the overthrown and remowdl belligerent

African leaders.

The provision of security has been a way of didplgyFrench
diplomacy as it was strategic to the French dutimg Cold War
years. Specifically, the abundance of uranium igeXiill the 1980s,
informed the need to provide security servicesrauthe Cold War.
The Accord de Defenceontained the agreement that France was
bound to protect Niger at any time, and other coemtin French
West Africa but, France’s return to Africa was tmyide security
irrespective of the conditionality of the relations

3.3 Changes in Franco-West African Relations in th&ost-Cold
War Era

The 1989 Franco-African Summit held in La Baule afke)
heralded a dramatic turn. In the post-Cold War Eranch policies
in Africa changed, arising from the unipolar systeith the triumph
of liberal capitalism over communism and the emecge of
European Union. French interventionist and patestalviews of
Franco-phone Africa ended with the collapse of camism. In this
way, Franco-African relations transformed from tadtalism to
multilateralism. In the economic sector, multilalesm was
witnessed through the intervention of Bretton Womdsitutions, the
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G8, USA and the European Union in the economicrre$oand
policies of Franco-phone Africa. The “Euro” alsoded the parity
between the French Franc and the CFA Franc.

By the mid-1990s, Nigeria and South Africa were frncipal

receivers of the French Foreign Direct Investméihile France
developed new economic relations with the Angloghoand

Lusophone states in Africa, Franco-phone Africangokeup relations
with the Anglo-Saxon and Asian countries. Cruciacidions
concerning the Francs Zone are taken in Brussedshilgton, and
more importantly, during the G8 Summits. The gradiecline of

French Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) in the CE#ne has given
way to the steady penetration of American econantarest. Other
new actors in Franco-phone Africa include Japamptaay, China,
Canada and the Asian Tigers. In the military aspecnflict

resolution was no longer dominated by French bwteasingly
witnessed the intervention of the United Nationfjcan Union and
the Economic Community of West African States.

4.0 CONCLUSION

We cannot really point out the positive impact oferkich
intervention in the defence of French West Africaing the Cold
War years. The whole situation about security @ssuevolves
around the furtherance of France’s interest incafri The presence
of mineral resources was the target for Francelsinteerism to
secure FWA, possibility to avoid encroachment byheot
industrialized countries during the Cold War. HRostance, the
presence of Uranium in Niger was a big deal fomEeawhich it
strives to ensure that absolute exploitation wasgs guaranteed.
Meanwhile, France has diversified her investmetd #inglophone
and Lusophone countries while Francophone countregssome new
economic actors from USA, EU, China and the Asiageis. We
shall be considering this issue in the next unit.

5.0 SUMMARY

Accord de defense was part of the Accord de Codiparavhich
France had advocated immediately after the World Wa The
cooperation in defence was an agreement that Frenidiary
presence would be retained in West Africa. It veasdeal of
continued military intervention that involved organg, equipping
and training Africans in the French way, especidllying the Cold
War years. All the military pacts are still withihe enclave of the
French assimilation and association policies. i plost-Cold War
era, Franco-African relations shifted from bilatsa to multi-
lateralism.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Examine the implications of French military preseion the issue of
human rights in French West Africa.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, it would be observed that Frascatvance of
Accord de cooperation was a ‘give and take’ progrenmeant for a
strategic purpose. It is no other reason than teegmce of mineral
resources in French West Africa and other parta&fota. Niger is
our focus in this unit. We shall be discussing finecesses in the
exploitation of Uranium in Niger. We are also calesing the nexus
between France’s need and Niger’s ability to supply

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
» explain the importance of Uranium to France’s ecoyo
» identify the position of Niger in the Uranium deal

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Uranium Deal in Niger

After 1960, France continued to entrench its Afmigaolicy on a
variety of social, economic and political interest#t perpetrated
neo-colonialism as it found it difficult to existithout strategic
dependence on Africa for raw materials. Thus, €ean African

policy was to ensure free and strategic acceststftoimer area of
colonial control in Africa. This formed the basits relations with

Africa after independence. Niger remained an afestrategy and
dependence for France in West Africa. Uranium wital raw

material for nuclear development was inevitable Foance. From
previous units, it could be recalled that Frances waccessful in
controlling some areas of Niger before the twehtie¢ntury. The
control was a source for France even after indepacelto meet the
demands for Uranium. Most of the Uranium requieata of

France were imported from Africa.
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Uranium is strategic to France because it is geemarthe existence
of high-technology industries in aeronautics, naclenergy and
defence. In the 1980s, France had the ambitiobetmne of the
famous countries capable of nuclear research amelaEment.
During the Cold War, France became a significarpipBar of
nuclear power plants to countries such as Belgiugpain,
Switzerland and other newly industrializing couedti Haven
accomplished the most relevant supplier of nugkaver plants; it
needed a complementary supply to maintain suchiposi It is a
global requirement that any manufacturer of advdrieehnological
installations must also produce the fuel for itempion. It became
imperative for France to maintain closer neo-cabties with her
former territories, especially Niger for the suppiUranium.

3.2  France’s Uranium Policy in Niger

Niger could be described a neo-colonial territdrfF@ance. In 1961,
an agreement pact referred to as Accord de Defstigelated the
requirement that Niger should supply France withariiim and
other minerals. This kind of agreement like thot¢he nineteenth
century implied that France offered protection smy to Niger and
in return, Niger would be a regular supplier of kltan. The benefit
to Niger in the Uranium deal was military assis@nc French
military advisers were stationed in Niger. Thesarf®f exclusive
bilateral trade existed beyond the 1980s. As an&ra who is
conversant with contemporary issues of internatioelations, you
should wonder why Niger is still relatively undeveéped among
countries in West Africa in spite of the Uraniurade.

The discovery of Uranium in the Arlit region in tineid 1950s by
French government's Commissarat a I'energie atoei(fD.E.A.)
involved more nuclear research in France. Sevesalarch agencies
were formed in this regard to facilitate the depeh@ent. In 1968,
Societe des mines de l'Air (SOMAIR) was formed tdensify
nuclear research and development. Subsequentlgxploration
programme was launched at the southwest of ABléyond the Arlit
region, other areas in Niger had the deposits @nlum by the
1970s. The widespread of Uranium in Arlit could redkow for
economic independence of Niger. Several otherarebeinstitutes
were formed to facilitate these discoveries. Actaydo the Accord
de Defence, France had absolute right to operattusxely on
iIssues related to the exploration, and marketinghefminerals. In
1974, office national des resources minieres (ONKIREwvas
created to serve as a collaborating state contrel the foreign
agencies working on the mines. The Niger goverrinmethe 1980s
collected royalties of C.F.A 1,000 million per anmu
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To Niger government, this form of deal was not isught to the
extent at which France explored Uranium. In spitehe unequal
commercial relationship, France bothered lessrailier intensified
invitation of Western partners to collaborate ininjoventure
agreements. Italy, West Germany, Spain and Japa® @0-opted in
the joint-ventures. This invitation further reddcthe influence of
Niger in the agreements guiding the Uranium mongaégeal from
French government, but the Niger economy was entaeclin such
a way that there was no significant response amtkeghe economy
depended on the trade there could be no meaniregigtance. At a
point in time, there was the insistence that theagents should be
between the French government and Niger governrmaedt not
between the French agencies and Niger governmeritriunately,
through the influence of the agencies and mulimedis, there could
not be any sort of compromise as the multinatiomad agencies
argued that the exploration costs was high compaoedlobal
market prices. It was on this basis that Nigedlyanad a fair deal.

40 CONCLUSION

The research agencies meant to explore Uranium atgaer
sophisticated technologies that are highly incomensible and not
suitable for the development of Niger. There wastechnology

transfer to ensure that the citizenry understoaal khow-how to

explore the minerals. The benefits of the explmitaof uranium

were mainly the provision of military assistanceiabhinvariably

contributed to instability in the whole of West &f. There is the
possibility that internal conflicts might have ooad in the forms of
uprisings against the exploration of Uranium. Actfa that

accounted for such was the network which the Freagital already
had in the control of the political economy beftre 1960s.

5.0 SUMMARY

Niger is a good example of neo-colonialism whichrfee continued
under the banner of maintaining security while explg Uranium.
Niger has remained underdeveloped because moskedsttuctures
put in place was operated by Europeans and thelgmobf neo-
colonialism could not allow technology transfer.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Explain the factors responsible for France’s irdene Uranium.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Gumming G., (1995) ‘French Development AssistanceAfrica:
Towards a New Agend&frican Affairs. 94 (37): 383-398.

Martin G., (1989) ‘Uranium; A Case Study in Fran&frican
69



POL 311 KTEMPORARY POLITICAL ANALYSIS

Relations’Journal of Modern African Studieg7 (4): 625-640.

Staniland M., (1987) ‘Francophone Africa: The EndgrFrench
Connection’ Annals of the American Academy of Political and
Social Scienced89: 51-62.

Wautheir C., (1972), ‘France and Africa: Long Live
Neocolonialism'Journal of Opinion2 (1): 23-26.

70



POL 311 KTEMPORARY POLITICAL ANALYSIS

UNIT 3 FORMATION OF REGIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS IN FRENCH
WEST AFRICA

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Formation of Regional Organizations in FWA
3.2  The operation of UDAO
3.3 Cooperation and Management of Natural Resources
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Apart from entrenching neo-colonialism and esthinig laws and
institutions to support it, France preferred thatterritories in West
Africa exist as a large territory without regiomalations. This was
basically meant to prevent any form of antagonisithiv FWA or

from other West African countries. In this unit, wshall be
examining the dynamics that were associated wighfdinmation of
or belonging to regional organizations among coestin FWA.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
» discuss the reasons for changes in the formation of
organizations
» explain the role of France in the changes

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1Formation of Regional Organizations in FWA

After World War Il, French colonial reforms espdlyigdhat of 1956
Loi-cadre, decentralized political activities ofri&fa to the territorial
components of the Federation d’Afrique occidentedacaise (AOF)
and the Federation d’Afrique equitoriale francai&&F), within the
communaute franco-africaine, states in FWA wereatingly
autonomous. These organizations were set up dihe tagitations of
the trade unions that transformed into politicatipa and they were
meant to ensure continuity of the ties between ¢eand its former
colonies. At independence, there was the needoftiiruied benefits
from France. Countries such as Mali, Niger and Cnaeéded
guaranteed access to the sea while the poor dite®ahomey
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preferred to replace budgetary transfers made lgesirough the
federal system for development and administratiime economic
ties were strengthened because the coastal stetess Senegal and
Cote de Ivoire wanted continuity in the modes oérmpion of the
colonial period. Politically, some states in Westridga wanted
stronger ties with France. For instance, statesTikgo preferred to
belong to francophone because of the fear of arioexhy Ghana.

In January 1959, the Heads of Government of Cotelvdee,
Senegal, Niger, Dahomey, Mali and Mauritania sigaec&greement
in Paris which led to the formation of Union dowene des stats
del’Afrique occidentale (UDAO). The formation of lAD meant to
ensure closer ties at regional level. This enalele#@nsive French
involvement in the decision making process andadilitated the
infiltration of French influence in the adminisiat of West African
states.

3.2  The Operation of UDAO

The UDAO from the onset was ravaged with rivalbesween Cote
de Ivorie and Senegal. For the former, it was eageatevelop her
transit trade and industries while Senegal wasausxto maintain
her economics might in French West Africa. Thisldawt make a
virile customs union agreement in FWA. The firstiche of the
convention of UDAO stipulated that member statesildiaot levy
custom or fiscal duties on trade with each othée $econd articles
stated that receipts from import and export dudied taxes should
be distributed and appropriately shared for eachiomastate.
However, the UDAO could not perform the functionusfification
of FWA because there was no virile institutionadnflework that
could ensure collective decision making. The custamion could
not be organized multilaterally, except for bilalearrangements
which were against the essence of regional integrafhe rivalry
between Senegal and Cote de Iviore could not ersuneaningful
cooperation.

The bid for internal development by Cote de Iviooelld not ensure
a successful operation in UDAO as it was at thereeof trade in

FWA. Cote de Iviore made decision to tax all merchse entering
the country, not bothering whether it was contrarythe customs
agreement. This made foreign exporters prefer Qetéviore as it

was used as the regional distribution centre aeipense of Dakar
(Senegal). Furthermore, the existence of the UDAL undermined
as it created a new value-added tax on importedig®o reduce
protection on Senegalese goods in the lvorian nhatkds very

obvious that economic regionalism did not seem dokvbecause of
the unhealthy business rivalry and competition lkeetwSenegal and
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Cote de lviore.

By the mid 1960s, the aims of the UDAO were raagditievable. At
the meeting held in Abidjan in 1966, it was agréeat the UDAO
was not functioning in terms of customs agreemert #hus, it
should be replaced with Union douaniere des etatsAdrique de
'ouest (UDEAO). The UDEAO had looser economic fiioic
especially in customs union related matters. It haskecretariat in
Ouagadougou and it consists of committee of ex@amtscouncil of
ministers in FWA. Since the UDEAO was a weak insign in
economic matters, there were sub-regional econarocips that
were more effective. For instance, fonds de satielawvas formed
and later transformed in tonds de’ entraide et de garantie des
empruntsSuch organisations were formed to facilitate agtjars of
loans for less developed states in FWA.

The end of UDAO and the economic weakness of UDHA®t0
more favourable relations among states in FWA. §anand Mali
reconciled in 1963 as they had not been accordimch eother
diplomatic recognition. Following the reconciliatithere were other
forms of understanding on the management of Serieigalr Basin
concerning navigation, irrigation and generatiorlectricity.

3.3  Cooperation Management of Natural Resources

An organization specially designated to the managerf Senegal
River states (OERS) was formed in 1968. The OERSfaaned by
Senegal, Guinea, Mali and Mauritania and was méartap the
natural resources for the benefit of the four matstates in FWA.
Development plans were harmonized under the OER&@ance
agriculture and animal husbandry, education, he#&igémsportation,
commerce and other issues. Much as the OERS readgnt for
development, it lasted for about four years becaigbe conflicts
between Senegal and Guinea over the accusatiothth&drmer was
condoning insurgents during Portuguese invasiotheflatter. This
divided the OERS as President Sekou Toure (Guinegjotted the
meeting for OERS throughout 1971. To avoid the abtseof

Guinea, a new organization that was less politttizgas formed to
replace OERS. The Organisation for the Developroétite Senegal
River Valley (OMVS) replaced OERS and it was formbyg

Senegal, Mali and Mauritania.

Apart from the OERS that metamorphosed into OMV&yesal
collaborative research agencies were set up insandere there
were other natural resources. Some of these resoumere not
limited to French speaking West Africa alone. Faistance,
Cameroon, Chad and Nigeria formed Lake Chad Basmr@ission
which sponsored research related to the developofesgriculture,
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irrigation, fishing and transportation. In additiowas the Niger
River which had a commission consisting of CameroGhad,
Niger, Nigeria, Dahomey, Togo, Guinea, Mali and e€Cde lviore.
The Niger River Commission was specially channelfx
developmental activities. A modification was made the Niger
River Commission as Liptake Gaurma Integrated Dmaknt
Authority emerged out of it. It emerged to captreal development
for the inland nation states — Togo, Niger and Mhilwas agreed
that there should be a joint exploitation of miheesources and a
virile transportation system. Apart from the afossrioned, there
were other committees formed among the FWA natiates and
their immediate neighbours.

At a point, relations of FWA with neighbouring €tat were
inevitable because of the role of United Nationse UN Economic
Commission for Africa influenced the formation ofe#! African

Economic Community (WAEC) comprising fourteen statéut
WAEC did not function as expected as there wer@rinlusive
statements for its aims and purpose. AnglophoneFaadcophone
speaking countries had differences in languagesetoy systems,
tariffs and cultures. To countries in FWA, it appsghas unwise for
them to form any regional association with AnglopboWest
Africa, because of the fear of domination. In orderavoid such
domination and not to lose support from France, pthouet Boigny
came up with the idea of a strictly francophone tVA&ican

regional economic integration referred to as comentm
economique de I'Afrique de l'ouest (CEAO). Undee tBEAO, it

was quite easy for the sub-regional groups in FWAptesent a
common voice and conquer the fear of dominatiorNigeria and
Ghana. The non-cooperation of countries in FWA witiglophone
countries in FWA had some elements of neocolomali$his was
because they found it difficult to exist economligalithout the

support of France in one way or the other.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The existence of these organizations was to mainttose ties
between France and its territories in West Africhese
organisations were mainly to aid the flow of fundspvement of
goods among others. From the operations of theg@n@ations, it
appeared as if countries in FWA preferred to remasnstrictly
francophone without relating with other non-franicope. But to
what extent was this realistic. This is what wellgh@ discussing in
the next unit.

5.0 SUMMARY
The metamorphosis from UDAO to UDEAO and subsedueit
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other organizations was due to varying interestsamh nation state
in the operations of the existing ones. The clastwéeen Senegal
and Cote de Iviore and their domineering statusregm&/VA nation

states brought disunity. Mostly, the causes of stmhflicts were

disagreements over the terms of trade. There waxciasion based
on common resources. For instance, the OERS arersotere

formed by nation states that harboured the SenRgar, and at

times it went beyond nation states in FWA. Muclthesnation states
in FWA wanted exclusivity in organisational affiiens without

non-francophone West Africa, the pressing natui iafluence of

Anglophone West Africa eventually brought both Asghione and
Francophone together under ECOWAS.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
There was no permanence in the existence of relggwganisations
in French West Africa. Explain.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Communaute economique de [I'Afrique de’ I' oust
(CEAO) was formed to consolidate the economy of FWighout
interference from Anglophone West Africa. Franeetlher support
for this organisation, because, it wanted to redigeria’s leading
role in the whole of West Africa. So before a gah&Vest African
organization was realized, the CEAO had alreadgd@rmed. But
the question is to what extent was the CEAO sushdenwithout
conflicts among FWA nation states. Why was it duelly a
subgroup under ECOWAS? These are the issues wé [sha
discussing in this unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the successful completion of this unit, you diddae able to:
* analyse the nexus between the existence of CEAO and
ECOWAS; and
» identify the paradoxes that could not make CEACohlsly
independent

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Origin of CEAO and West African Economy

In order to reduce the growing influence of Nigesiathe political
economy of West Africa, the Communaute EconomicuéAfrique

de l'ouest (C.E.A.O.) was formed by Cote de IvoBenegal, Niger,
Guinea, Mali and Mauritania. It was possibly fodnéarough the
support of France to counterbalance Nigerian imitgein West
Africa. Amidst the competition between La francople in West
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Africa and the Anglophone countries in West Afrithg Abidjan
treaty was signed by the La francophonie couniné¥est Africa to
set up CEAO in 1973. The CEAO was a transformatbrthe
Union douaniere des Estate de I'Afrique de I'ougstD.E.A.O) a
group formed in 1959. The function of UDEAO wags¢distribute
custom duties which the coastal states collectettamsit trade with
the landlocked members. In practice, the Unionotaed the
industrialized countries in FWA especially Senegald Cote de
Ivoire because their manufactured exports benefitech special
tariff concessions. The CEAO was seen as an ameqgt that
would provide wider markets for the manufacturimgtsrs, thus it
was carved out from UDEAO. This arrangement wagpstted by
President Georges Pompidou of France. The prdsmfeRrance
supported the CEAO to the extent of encouragingoitgain
recognition and autonomy in order to reduce thiei@rfce of Nigeria
in the economy of West Africa.

The CEAO was seen as a means of advancing Freterlsts in the
whole of West Africa. It thwarted the efforts ofdéria invforming
an organization bringing all states in West Afriogether. Some of
the activities and terms of reference in CEAO wggeated by the
landlocked countries of Niger; Mali and Mauritanithe CEAO
charter made compulsory the payment of custom siuibe the
transit of their imports through the harbours o #toastal states.
This according to the landlocked countries wasding inequality
and instead of ignoring Nigeria’s proposals for BZAS by the
CEAO, there should be a roundtable discussion tlvesthe
differences. Niger and Mali through their leadesglained that
Nigeria would soon take over their economy becdhsg seem to
be a better alternative when compared to the cosigulon the
payment of custom duties. Initially, the leadingATE nation states
— Cote de Ivoire and Senegal opposed the posifibliger and Mali
but to preserve the unity of CEAO, an agreement igashed. To
resist Nigerian influence in West Africa, the CEAGuntries agreed
to give considerations to each other.

3.2 Challenges in the operations of CEAO

Senegal and Cote de Ivoire had to concede to theads of the
landlocked countries in CEAO to avoid Nigerian wugfhce, but in
spite of the agreement and concession, there wagak in what
could be described as smooth relation among th&his occurred
when Benin Republic committed itself to Nigeriahelarmy officers
in Benin preferred to relate with Nigeria and Togbhe reason for
the change Benin’s policy in CEAO was because thaces of
revenue for its economy were basically channelechfNigeria. The
construction of the Save Sugar refinery, the Origlo@ment plant
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was possible with the support of Nigeria. The autpom these
companies was also meant to serve Nigerian and Togikets.
Apart from the aforementioned, the availabilityadfin Nigeria was
an added advantage for the importation of finisheods into Benin.
Nigerian cocoa also accounted for 25 percent ofirBerexport
revenue in 1973. As Benin’'s dependence on Nigex@anded, its
attention to the CEAO reduced. Thus, Benin preten@ remain
Conseil de I'entente (a technical organization) asfised to sign
the CEAO charter, as well as non-acknowledgemenAlméljan’s
influence.

At the initial stage of CEAOQ, the first presidentHamani Diori of
Niger took a diplomatic step by touring West Afrimaexplain that
the CEAO was not meant as an instrument againsiofphgne West
Africa. Hamani Diori did this to protect his honeeonomy that
depended more on Nigeria. On the side of Nigeriatent for

ECOWAS, it actually wanted the existence of ECOWASeduce
the dependence of FWA on France within the FramzzoNigeria
was against FWA relations with France, becauseaiited to stop
competition with the foreign based companies ineGit# Ivoire and
Senegal. But, to CEAO, Nigeria was insincere snrélations with
European Economic Community, (EEC), much as it @@EAO

to dissociate from France, Nigeria depended on EENMigeria

assumed a general leadership in West Africa asalied for a
meeting of Trade ministers from the African, Caghb and Pacific
countries in Lagos. The break up in CEAO on affitn to other
West African states led to the adoption of Lome vemrion in

February 1975. The Lome convention was a step risvéhe
formation of Economic Community of West African ®®
(ECOWAS). It was meant to define the extra-Africaconomic
relations of the whole of West Africa. Howeverrso nations in
FWA saw the birth of ECOWAS as attaching their exuit to

Europe and not limited to France.

In spite of the discontent expressed by FWA tow&@GOWAS, the
integrity of CEAO was still to be preserved. Th&/4& insisted that
for them to cooperate, the CEAO must be respectedias at this
stage that the CEAO nation states met in Ouagadougdviarch
1974. Their request for integrity and respect \esnted and on
May 28, 1975, the ECOWAS treaty was signed in Labpsl5
independent West African states. The request AQ@kas stated
in Article 59 of the treaty that; ‘they could betpto other regional
or sub-regional associations, either with other iImenstates or non-
members states’. The provision was made on thditiom that they
do not deviate from the provision of ECOWAS.
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3.3 CEAO and ECOWAS Cooperation

The CEAO had the intent of performing better thaGCRVAS,

much as they wanted to be better, the progresgiaased to avoid
policies imposed by ECOWAS. CEAO wanted to avoid tlecause
of their possession of common currency, language,wall as
financial and administrative structures. Relatryethe common
stand CEAO took succeeded to the extent that byatkel970s, the
projected institutions functioned effectively. TGEAO, the

compensation and harmonization was significant. 18y6, Taxe de
cooperation (TCR) evolved tax to be paid by indixb states on
manufactured imports from other members of the camty. The

tax was planned in such a way that there could itmilation of

products by simplifying customs formalities, redwgiprices and
applying different tax rates to similar products fevour poorer
states in FWA. The TCR was taken as a step forteaeshsure total
abolition internal customs barriers in CEAO and #u®ption of a
common external tariff. By 1980, the TCR appliedabout 400
items from CEAO especially from Senegal and cotdwvibire the

total volume of trade increased from about E.F.A08 million to

CFA 17,200 million by 1980s. The funds from theamues were
channeled to Fonds communautaire de developmenD)(FCrhe

fund amounted to CFA 6,760 million, which two-tlerdbf the

amount was distributed as compensation for theetos$ revenues
incurred by trade liberalization. The remainingswallocated to
community development projects. There is no doléat the CEAO
functioned initially than ECOWAS because of the @dm of

French Model. Several methods were used througd faising to
assist landlocked countries.

Despite CEAO exclusiveness as a sub-group in WéstaA there
was still the need for cooperation, especially beeaof the
increasing financial contributions which the CEA@eded. Cote de
Ivoire and Senegal requested a delay in their dmritons to FCD,
which they owed about CFA 5,000 million. Basedlominability to
meet up with financial responsibilities, Leopoldh§kor for the first
time requested or advocated for a consultation é&etw the
secretariats of CEAO and ECOWAS. The consultatras called in
1980, and since then there has been cooperatiovedetthe two
communities. A protocol of mutual assistance wedspsed and
ECOWAS Defence treaty was discussed at the Freesonmmmit in
1981. The CEAO existed as a distinct sub-groupeuCOWAS.
This was done to avoid being usurped by Nigeriactlig powerful
in the region and again, the rigidity of CEAO wasdo the colonial
experience of exclusively which France practicedham.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

The dissension of Niger from the CEAO was a landntlaat led to
the CEAO compromise and ECOWAS existence. Ordiathe

transformation of UDEAO to CEAO was uncalled foechuse it
was obvious that it was not working even for theremmy of FWA

nation states which it was meant for. Senegal @oté de Ivoire
that are mainly coastal states had a virile econand/ enjoyed the
terms of trade, while the likes of Niger, Guinead avdali were

relatively disadvantaged. Hence, Senegal and Cletelvoire

appeared domineering and this continued to bresdndy and it
eventually gave way for a wider cooperation ofraltion states in
West Africa, since the disadvantaged groups in Filéfiended on
non-Francophone states in West Africa.

5.0 SUMMARY

As discussed in the last unit, the UDEAO was formaed it was
actually a toothless bull-dog as it was only thé-etganisation
meant for specific purpose that could not work @ffely. In spite
of the lapses, the UDEAO was transformed to CEAfDst as the
UDEAO was almost inefficient, so it was for CEAQJhe moves on
the part of Nigeria and Ghana for a wider West &in economic
organization eventually succeeded and the CEAO rbeca sub-
regional group that operated within the guideliafEECOWAS.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Account for the reasons responsible for ineffectess in the
existence of regional organizations in French VWdscta.
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UNIT 5 o FRANC ZONE AND CEAO
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

It is true that the CEAO later accepted ECOWAS @ade it

recognition, so it is important to understand tirewsnstances and
context that led to such. Itis not as if ECOWA&Ed as a perfect
regional organization nor was CEAO better, but dbgective and

scope of operation of CEAO and ECOWAS differs. §hm this

unit, we shall be discussing the principles andaien of the Franc
zone considering its impact on French West Africad ahe

resolution of CEAO member states in the face ofctiedlenges from
the Franc zone.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
» identify the role of the Franc zone in the econashyrench
West Africa
o discuss the reasons for change in CEAQO’s percepobion
ECOWAS

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Franc Zone and CEAO

The operation of Franc Zone is a monetary arrangerbetween
France and its colonies to ensure economic coaperdthe issuing
authority was the Banque Centrale, des Etats A&itjue de I'ouest
(BCEAO). The states in West Africa were placed amithe West
African Monetary Union (WAMU). All the members &VAMU
also belong to CEAO. All these were to complemeath other.
The intention of France was to maintain a strongjlodlits colonies.
The monetary arrangement was part of the Accordsodgeration
which France had embarked on after World War Ilhe Tbasic
principles guiding the operation of the franc zeves that:
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I.  there shall be fixed parity between the metropolftanc and
Cooperation Financiere Africaine Franc (CFA Francbat
is, 1 French France to 50 CFA francs;

ii. the existence of common external reserve betweeA FW
counties through the BCEAO to be lodged in an Qpmra
Account with the French Public Treasury. Thus memb
states will draw from this account even if therdédicit;

iii.  free convertibility and unlimited monetary transfewithin
the franc zone; and

iv. a common monetary policy between member statedef t
zone.

All these arrangement might be theoretically visitdr development
within the French enclave, but to what extent wasTio France, it
was meant to ensure that there was no interferienttee economy
of its colonies from other European countries. €hesequences of
the implementation of the Franc zone were debtsdeavdluations

that had affected the economy of the Franc zontessta The

principles seemed not to be working. For instaribe, fact that

FWA is not producing oil affected it in the eratagh price which

was denominated in US dollars. Therefore, FWAestapent more
money to meet their domestic fuel needs. This wasalbse the
French franc was weak when compared to dollar.

The implementation of the policies was that thenErzone remained
a problem as the nation states in FWA did not enjbg
opportunities that were envisaged. Besides, naitates in FWA
were not given the freewill to opt out of this aiggment, as there
were little or no consultations on the reforms maaée principles
of the monetary union. What this implied was pregerance of
underdevelopment as the monetary agreement wag moeacrease
the longevity of neo-colonialism. In spite of théedk feature of
continued attachment to the Franc zone, FWA stlicpived the
arrangement as a known devil which is better thaknawn angel.
They still prefer to familiarize with the arrangemie Even when the
BCEAO could not grant medium and long term loand ather
institutions under the arrangement such as theoNati Credit
Committee (NCC) also could not successfully impletrtee role of
monitoring and regulating the implementation of pineciples.

3.2  Alternative Monetary Union from ECOWAS

In the previous units, we discovered that the CBEA&3 to co-exist
on the basis that ECOWAS becomes the supreme ecothaaty in
West Africa. To CEAO however, the values of ECOWA® sitill
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less acceptable as they still preferred to openatiein the Franc
zone. In spite of the opposition of FWA state® West African
Clearing House (WACH) was established to enablemeays,
increase trading and ensure the realization oflarfanetary union.
This plan was accomplished with the establishmeGOBANK

Transitional Incorporated. The bank was basicdtigrged with the
responsibility of consolidating the economy of WaA#ica.

Functions of WACH
The WACH was established to:

= promote development of trade;

= mobilise and promote investments;

= support facilities for project rehabilitation anergces;

= provide technical assistance for development ptejend

= assist in the growth and development of indigenous
banking and financial institutions in West Africa.

At a point, the CEAO member states began to sugpertause of
ECOWAS on its programme especially, the trade éleation and
the clearing house. The change in decisions of CHEAust have
been due to the difficulties being encountered iwithe Franc zone
and the obvious fact that their economy is absbiudependent on
France in spite of decolonisation. The existerfce@OWAS made
the FWA nation states to begin to see self-reliaaesalistic within
African solidarity. Thus, the arrangement was seean alternative
by the CEAO member states to free themselves fhardictates of
France.

In another way, the growing influence of Nigerialahana in West
Africa was a point of concern for Senegal and Cletdvoire, as they
were also the most favoured among the CEAO. Heheee is the
possibility that the CEAO especially Senegal andeCae Ivoire
regarded ECOWAS so that they could be relevanhéovthole of
West Africa. Much as the CEAO accepted the supcymat

ECOWAS, it refused to dissociate from French ppfes and this
has been a bane to the operations of ECOWAS.

4.0 CONCLUSION

It is obvious that the Franc zone monetary arramggmvas not
favourable to the economy of West African stat@ut in spite of
the unfavourable conditions, the states in FWAl stikferred to
remain within the French cover. It is importanattlyou note; the
monetary arrangement from France could still bedlesd as part of
French efforts to maintain the association poliayhvihe ultimate
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goal that all its former colonies should still ramaxclusively loyal

to her. But, the problem is, has there been censide economic
development. To reduce the dependence on Fraacersomy, The
CEAO looked onwards to the recognition and consitien of

ECOWAS as an alternative. Therefore, the CEAO ta@med dual
loyalty.

5.0 SUMMARY

The Franc zone monetary arrangement had laudablgrggnmes
that would have worked for the development of CEA@hin

French cover, but in practice it did not work. Tihiuence of world
economic activities affected CEAO states negativelin other
words, they gained little from the arrangemente BHCOWAS plan
was thus seen as an alternative by CEAO membagsstatnd in
contemporary times, these plans are gradually n@famsing in
the twenty first century.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Explain the reasons for CEAO’s dual loyalty to th@anc zone and
ECOWAS.
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MODULE 5 FRENCH COMMON WEALTH

Unit 1 Origin of Francophoine (French Commonweailth
West Africa)
Unit 2 Trade Unionism in French West Africa
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UNIT 1 o ORIGIN OF FRANCOPHOINE

(FRENCH COMMONWEALTH IN
WEST AFRICA)
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the previous units, we have seen that the oglakip between
France and her colonies at one time or the otheinasd different
dimensions. Before independence, the structurdspatterns from
France were imposed, but after, it was the otherneand, whereby
the former colonies solicited for a renewed formrefationship.
Can we then uphold the fact that FWA can nevertexithout
French influence? The origin and expansion of #mench
Commonwealth is what we shall be discussing inuhis

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. discuss the international perspective to the opmerabf
French Commonwealth
. explain  Senghor's role in emphasizing French

Commonwealth in FWA identify the impact in FWA
3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Origin of Francophonie in West Africa

Francophonie emerged during the visit of Presid@otguiba of
Tunisia to Senegal in November 1965. To foster réflationship
among the former French colonies in Africa with ecoam political
institutions they should constantly interact. Riest Senghor
adopted the idea brought by the Tunisian Presidemunisian
President came up with the idea of adopting Frelaiguage
because it was discovered that it had no natialigm with. It was
not easy to align politically with Arab world, and lacked

88



POL 311 KTEMPORARY POLITICAL ANALYSIS

recognition in the UN and thus, relating with ott#drican nations

was regarded as an alternative. Specifically, Ben@f Senegal

whose position at the French court was significaas accepted as
an ally. Thus, Borguiba came up with the idea Sadghor adopted
and disseminated it to the world. According to @uba, the aim of

Francophonie was described as cultural and econoamd not

political.

Initially, the coming together of French speakinguitries was
opposed by France, because it detested anythingvthdd appear
as imperialism and probably, to avoid internatiorggctions. This
position was taken by France because some ofritseiocolonies in
Africa regarded the idea of French Commonwealth asw form of
imperialism. In spite of French opposition, Presid Senghor
continued to make consultations. In July 1966, theeting of
Organisation Commune Africaine et Malgache (OCAMsvheld in
Niamey and a secret report of the francophonie wjagroved.
Afterwards, President Senghor visited Canada, whrisident Diori
toured African states. By the end of the year,fthal draft of the
report was submitted to Charles de Gaulle in France

The draft provided for three different groups untter organization.
The first was an inner core, comprising France, @&AM states,
Tunisia, as well as Mali, Mauritania, Guinea, angitd The inner
core was responsible for organising a close netwdbrkultilateral
cooperation in the area of culture progression @aflg a common
education system, common economy, common curremgyedation
with international organisations especially Unitedlations
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). $heond
group included Algeria, Morocco, former Indochines#onies and
Lebanon because of cultural and economic the linkad with the
inner core. The third group included-Canada, Ssvignd, Belgium
and Luxemburg whose links were basically cultural.

The French Commonwealth was to function with regula
conferences of Heads of States and Governmentsistielia of
Education, Ministers of Finance and Economy. Thkare was an
inter-parliamentary association. Although Francgially rejected
the idea, the official French response was non-cittaimit was
neither a true rejection nor an outright approvah spite of the
position taken by France, Senghor believed in tleaiof French
Commonwealth without France. However, by 1967, nEea
accepted the idea of a Commonwealth. The accepteaume at a
time when the United Nations budget commission tedithe
Secretary General to adopt and ensure a linguistiance among
secretariat personnel. Again, a seminar of frahoop youth held in
Paris was to study ways and means to organize t@nnational

89



POL 311 KTEMPORARY POLITICAL ANALYSIS

community of all French-speaking countries. Ale$k accounted
for France’s approval of the commonwealth. Theeptance was on
the basis of maintaining a common language notite gconomic
aid or assistance by compulsion but it was to bergat the will of
France.

3.2 Structure of French Commonwealth

The French Commonwealth consists of 200 millionvirials who
use French as a means of communication in thely dativities. It
is an inter-governmental organization comprising rig@ion states
spread across five continents. These states sitpeecharter of La
Francophonie since inception. The formation of Lran€ophonie
has lead to the existence of International Orgaiozaof La
Francophonie (OIF). The organization acts as igomto other
international agencies for French speaking couwstrie

The OIF is headed by a Secretary General and hafassate and
government for a term of four years. Then, theyeam official
international representative of the French Commatilve who
functions to facilitate and execute the cooperaimimtives as well
as to manage the administrative and financial sffaAs a political
institution, the OIF campaigns to strengthen thecpce of
democracy and to uphold the rule of law. Its fraumek for
operations as a multilateral liaison of French Ep&p countries
revolves; fostering peace, democracy and humaristiglupporting
education, training, higher education and reseatobperation for
sustainable development and solidarity and prorgotite French
language and cultural as well as linguistic diwgrsi The OIF is
meant to secure and protect the interest of exatysof French
speaking countries and advance their cause in netienal
decisions. In other words, the OIF is meant to engnt the foreign
policy of French Commonwealth.

The French Commonwealth has other institutions siscthe Direct
Operators; Permanent conferences of ministers amde sother
agencies. There are four direct operators thatremant to support
the implementation of tasks in specific fields. effdn is no doubt
about the fact that the French Commonwealth ortgohafrom
Africa, but the moment France took interest, it \wdsrnationalized.
By internationalization, French Commonwealth becatoainated
by Canadian International Development Agency. @lOunds
three of the direct operators and this made theites of the OIF
directed towards Canada’s development prioritiés. Africa, the
impact of the OIF is evident in the establishmeift Senghor
University in 1989, situated at Alexandria in Egyptlt was
established following a meeting of Heads of Stata$ Government
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at Dakar summit. The University was establishedaour Leopold
Senghor and Habib Borguiba that brought the ideaa d¥rench
Commonwealth. The mandate of the University igréon senior
managers from French speaking countries to fundtiokey areas
such as administration and management; environmenta
management; nutrition and health, and cultural thge
management.

3.3 Impact of French Commonwealth in FWA

In as much as the concept of La Francophonie has@acceptance
worldwide, it has an utmost cultural consequenceA@st Africa.
African language has been sacrificed and suppressetl forms.
Most words are adopted or transformed for use & [nench
language. There has been a problem unresolvéa ischolarly and
academic recognition of indigenous African langwsagehe initial
snag to this problem was the fact the French Afridationalists so
to say established African literature in Frenclney refused to write
in indigenous languages or adapt the indigenougukage to writing
African literature.

Apart from language in writing, most of the indigels African

culture was abandoned, as the language of Frenshused in the
home, for public communication, official languagehusiness and
education. The commonwealth could be explained ams
advancement of French association, which recognises

sovereignty of its former colonies but there idl sticommon bond
that cannot be betrayed and thus can be classifieadform of neo-
colonialism. From the operation of the OIF, italkvious that the
Canadian Development Agency (CIDA) is dominanthie &ctivities

of the Commonwealth, even though it originated frBWVA. The

fact that CIDA funds the four direct operators lué tactivities of OIF
makes FWA dependent on the decisions taken whitisein favour

or otherwise.

4.0 CONCLUSION

By France’s approval of the idea of commonwealth,odginated
from French West Africa, its structure was placedder an

international trust by the establishment of the .Olff would have
been better, if the leadership in French West Afggolved the idea
of internally driven development where there woub@ less
dependence on France. It is obvious from all iaibns that the
idea of French Commonwealth was a means of fugbbjugating,
suppressing and subjecting FWA to external contedter
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independence. Based on this, can we say neochéoniavill not
continue?

5.0 SUMMARY

With the evolution of French Commonwealth, the miien of

Senghor and Borguiba was to adopt the French lggguamaining
culturally and economically affiliated to FrancEven though it was
argued as not political, what could have economipact without
interference in politics? By France’s approval tbé idea, the
operation of French Commonwealth was placed omtarnational
trust because France wanted to avoid direct firzhmole. All these
had impact on FWA right from the nineteenth cent@yen before
Senghor conceptualized it.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

“It would have been better if the idea of Frenchm@oonwealth was
not conceived from French West Africa.” Discuss.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Similar to the formation of political parties, tfi@rmation of trade
unions in West Africa was patterned after thosesteng in France,
that is, the French model of operation of labouions. The
operation of the wunions was in furtherance of Hnenc
Commonwealth. Even though French Commonwealth madsin
existence as at the 1940s, but the activitiesetitiions and political
parties reflected the idea of French Commonweaklllence, in this
unit we shall discuss trade unions in French Wésta

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
» discuss the relationship between trade unionism Fnedch
commonwealth in French West Africa

 analyse the idea of French commonwealth in the
developmental activities of French West Africa.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Assimilation, Association and French Commonwealthni
FWA

From the reflection of assimilation and associatime found out

that the traditional institutions; the politics,oeomy and the social
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system were all disrupted to favour the central iathtmation from
France. All these were done by the impositionedqe as perceived
by French, extension of new systems of communioatio
replacement of Chiefs with unwanted ones as locdhauities,
imposition of taxes, the use of forced labour,adtrction of French
currency, importation of manufactured goods, cotredion in urban
centres among others. A careful observation okdhehanges
showed that they adopted a policy of assimilatigndisregarding
the traditional institutions and implanting Fremabdels and ideals.

It is the models and deals that developed intebfiit patterns in the
colonial period. In the economic sector, assinalatneant absolute
loyalty to the interests of France. By implicati@l economic and
financial decisions were made in France within ttemework of
French interests. The interests were basicallyloggpion of
resources for the development of France. In tkisss, colonial
markets were reserved for French merchants and factocers. At
the initial stage, there was a colonial pact inchhino African state
could engage in any foreign trade and all coloprablucts were sent
to France by French transport, this was done tedaany form of
encroachment from other European countries. Tompte
monopoly and exclusivity, French manufactured potsluwere
brought to FWA. By 1904, when FWA was organizedo ira
federation, the plan became financial self sufficke Local
finances were to be generated to take care of dewant activities.
However, the territories in FWA could not affordetlexpenses;
hence they resorted to loans from FWA with therihte of using it
to build ports, railways and so on. With the camdion of railway,
Dakar in Senegal and the Upper Niger River werkeli) as well as
other areas. Ports were located in Conakry (Glirdaidjan (Cote
de lvoire), and Cotonou (Dahomey) to open up ateafacilitate
trade. Before the World War I, all the structupestaining to ports
and railways were already in place. The concewoinatin the ports
and railways appeared deliberate because, the cormation and
transport system was neglected. The neglect cfetltiovo sectors
had implications on political development as itlddito encourage
integration and meaningful federation needed irztign.

During the World War 1, the assimilation model ma&&VA
subjected to serve France financially in the waforef They
contributed funds which informed France of the pmgpty to
prosperity in FWA. Thus, France made it a pointofy to provide
infrastructures for economic development. At anpan time, the
fact that FWA was able to provide funds made somnavass for
economic autonomy, but French manufacturers pezdeithe
autonomy as a threat to their protected markets.spite of the
opposition by French manufacturers, the French mgonent in
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FWA had to embark on programmes meant for ruralnesuc

development. At a stage, production of coffeeppail, groundnuts
and cocoa reached a climax that rural developmesttarne
inevitable to improve production. Such rural depah@nt entailed
provision of some basic infrastructure, and oblgatof district

cooperatives to enforce saving for the improvement local

agriculture. All these efforts culminated to tliea of a French
Commonwealth as it was difficult to exist withouteRch aid and
influence.

There was interplay in the application of the adsiton and
association policies. Both reflected in the fonoratof trade unions
as they were modeled in line with those operatmdriance. But
both perpetrated French interests, the processtésbAfricans from
each other because it lacked integration. The eagéglof
transportation and communication systems createdblgms for
political development. The interior areas werdataa from the
coastal areas. The industries established weeesomall scale and at
preliminary stage in Dakar, few education and etdtilities were
established around the ports. The education amdthhéacilities
were mainly for the use of French citizens residierie cities.

3.2 Trade Unionism in FWA

Before 1937, there was no evident of trade unionisf@WA, with
the trend of French colonialism under the practtessimilation,
there were legal prohibitions against unions. dat,funlike British
West Africa, French West Africa had insignificanbpplation of
African workers. Apart from that, there were nobegh educational
institutions to teach people the French langua8mce educational
institutions were hardly in existence, Africans et granted the
right to join unions because they could not spea&d nor write in
French. In spite of the hindrances, some Africamkers teamed up
to form workers’ union in Dakar — the office workeand railroad
workers in 1905.

The effect of the World War | added values to tkiestence of the
trade union when on August 7, 1944 a ‘new deal’ ves®lved to
decree that; educational and literary requiremesmasid only apply
to officers leading the unions and not a detertemembership. By
this, membership was open to all workers irresgeati educational
status. This concession made the existence anahisegion of
workers’ union more meaningful. But one thinghe tinfluence of
France on the organization of these unions. Tlocarae official
organisers and European workers that helped irothanisation of
the unions. In the early 1950s, there were alrealolyut 65,000
union workers in FWA. Like labour unions in BrhisVest Africa,
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strike was mainly the form of protest, the unskillevorkers
constitute the mass of the workers, and decisiosie wletermined
by the skilled workers and European officials.

The fact that the unions were organised officidily the French,
made the outlook of trade unionism in FWA questidea The

structure and operation of the unions were relatethe pattern of
those in France. Much as they were related toetlwbd-rance, the
trade unions were related to International Tradeohk and they
were communist in nature as they were radical éir ttpeeches, but
in practice they tend towards Marxists opinions,iclth were

associated with socialism. The trade unions in FWgke affiliated

to international trade unions; the confederationCatholic Trade

Unions was the most prominent in FWA with competeadership

while others were very few. The affiliate tradeams based in Paris
lobby for better treatment of African workers, suat reform for

higher wages, abolition of racial discrimination \@brk. They

worked against colonialism and made sure thereagaality.

These unions already had the tone of French Commaltiweven
before the period of independence. There was @ d&irattachment
or a bond that made the social and political econdependent on
France both on the favourable and unfavourablegerimerefore, it
Is obvious that the idea of decolonization emanéimich France. |t
assisted in decolonization as it brought into ligtel the nationalists
that participated in the negotiations. It was ¢éhesions that
developed into Reassemblement Democratique AfrigidDA).
The use of strike actions and demonstrations weed by the party
as a popular means to attain independence. Aird potime the
RDA tried to free itself from French confederations

4.0 CONCLUSION

The purpose of this unit is to show to you thatrelsefore the idea
of French Commonwealth was conceived, the tone rainde’s
relations had already made it indispensable eveer #ie colonial
period. The establishment of workers unions, thktipal parties
and other developmental activities are all strierdueind patterned in
line with those of France. Thus, Leopold Senghwtésa of French
Commonwealth was just a conception and attemparaegtualizing
the fact that the former colonies of France coutit Bxist in
isolation. The idea of French Commonwealth was g efaenewing
pledge towards continued support from France.
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5.0 SUMMARY

The idea of this unit is to show that the implioatiof French
Commonwealth as it evolved from Leopold Senghosehegal was
already an idea which France had implanted indyreébtrough her
colonial institutions and structures.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

“French Commonwealth was inevitable in French WaSgica.”
Discuss.
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