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I ntroduction

INR 222: Europe from the French Revolution to the World Wasa one-
semester course in first year of B.A. (Hons) degre&rench and International
studies. It is a Three Unit Credit Course desigimeidtroduce you to the historical
analysis of the French Revolution as a watershélderdevelopment and evolution
of the European society in particular and the hd@onal System as a whole. The
course begins with a brief reflection on the anchestory of Europe, which dates
back to ancient Greece and the spread of Gredkzaivon.

INR 222 prepares you for a more advanced studyhefRrench Revolution, its
impacts on the European society and the overallicaions for international
relations among states in the international sysémma whole. The course is
designed to enhance your understanding of thetisituan France before the
French Revolution and creates awareness on th&ibatperspectives and causes
of the Revolution. Overall, the course takes aayrdéook at the impacts of the
French Revolution on the religious, economic, daoamal political development of
modern day Europe. In addition, it highlights tmepact and influence of the
Revolution on the interwar years and the cry fatejpendence in the Fifties by
Francophone African Nations.

The course is structured into modules that are mgdef units. Each module
comprises of 4 to 6 units. A unit guide comprisésnstructional materials. It is
expected to give you a brief of the course conteoiirse guidelines and
suggestions and steps to take while studying.slh abntains a Self-Assessment
Exercise for you.

Course Aims

The aim of this course is to give the students wffernational relations a
comprehensive knowledge of the role of French Reiwmt in the intellectual and
political development of Europe and global politics

Course Objectives

The objective of INR 222 is to enable you to untierd the importance of the
French Revolution to the historical development amdlution of Europe and its
impacts on the international relations of stateghi international system as a
whole. It throws light on the impacts of the FreriRbvolution on modern day
inter-state relations. Each module has its ownatimes, which are stated at the
beginning of the module.

This is to help you check your progress from modidemodule. It is also
necessary that you always check at the end of thietliat your progress is
consistent with the stated objectives of the uFite objective of this course will
be completely accomplished in the completion ofdhgre units of the course.



Working through the Course

To complete the course, you are required to readsthdy units and other related

materials. You will also need to undertake pratteeercises for which you need a

pen, a note-book, and other materials that wilidied in this guide. The exercises are
to aid you in understanding the concepts beingemtesl. At the end of each unit, you

will be required to submit written assignment fegs@ssment purposes. At the end of
the course, you will be expected to write a finedmination.

The Course Materials
In all of the courses, you will find the major coomgnts thus:
1. Course Guide
2. Study Units
3. Textbooks
4. Assignments
Study Units

There are 24 study units in this course. They argpalt out in the table of content
below.

Module 1: Ancient History of Europe

UNIT 1.0  Ancient Greece and the Spread of GreekiZation

UNIT 2.0  The Rise and Decline of the Roman Empréhe Migration Period
UNIT 3.0  Political and Social Structure of Ancigateece

UNIT 4.0 Europe in the Middle Ages

Module 2: Europein the Early Modern Period

UNIT 1.0 The Renaissance
UNIT 2.0  Characteristics and Spread of the Renacssa
UNIT 3.0 Reformation

UNIT 4.0 Impacts of the Reformation

Module 3: Age of Discovery and the Enlightenment in Europe

UNIT 1.0  European Exploration and Conquest
UNIT 2.0  The Portuguese Exploration
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UNIT 3.0  Enlightenment
UNIT 4.0  Socio-Cultural Features of the Enlightesmn

Module 4: The French Revolution

UNIT 1.0  Context and Causes of the French Revalutio

UNIT 2.0  The French Revolution and Modes of Operati

UNIT 3.0  The French Revolution as a prelude to oBevolutions in Europe
UNIT 4.0  The Church in the Aftermath of the Riexmn

Module 5: Global Aftermaths of the French Revolution

UNIT 1.0  The Rise of Nationalism and the Nationt&ia Europe

UNIT 2.0 The French Revolution and the EmergencelTotfal War in the
International System

UNIT 3.0 World War Il

UNIT 4.0  Decolonization of African Nations: Impauftthe French Revolution

As you could observe, the course begins with treécbd.e. the simple grounding
and expands into a more elaborate, complex andatefarm. The main body of
this course guide is presented in the form of uwtons. All you need do is to
follow the instructions given in each of the unitghich contains objectives,
reading materials and explanations, in additioth&oself-assessment exercise and
Tutor-Marked Assignment.

Textbooks and References

These are detailed at the end of each module; maritiel bibliography at the
appendage of the whole course design.

Assessment

Two types of assessment are involved in the coubhseSelf-Assessment Exercises
(SAEs), and the Tutor-Marked Assessment (TMA) goast Your answers to the
SAEs are not meant to be submitted, but they @ iatportant since they give you
an opportunity to assess your own understandingoofse content. Tutor-Marked
Assignments (TMA) on the other hand are to be cdlsebnswered and kept in your
assignment file for submission and marking. Thid wount for 30% of your total
score in the course.



Tutor-Marked Assignment

There is an assessment file containing tutor-madegignment (TMAS). There
are 30 TMAs in this course. You need to submit fassignments in which the
highest three marks will be recorded. Each recoraggignment contains 10%
towards your total course grade. Three recordedrasent will thus contain 30%.

When you complete your assignment, send them imgugbur form to your tutor

for formal assessment on or before the deadline.

Self-Assessment Exercises are provided in each Timé& exercises should help to
evaluate your understanding of the material soTaey are not to be submitted.
However, answers are provided or direction as teretio find the answer within

the units.

Final Examination and Grading

There will be a final examination at the end of tlheirse. The examination carries
a total mark of 70% of the total course grade. €kamination will reflect the
content of what you have learned, the self-teséing tutor-marked assignments.
You therefore need to revise your course matea#dre the examination.

Course Marking Scheme

The following table sets out how the actual coumseking is broken down.

Assessment Marks
Four assignments (the best four of |dHour assignments, each marked out

marking). thus totalling 30%
Final Examination 70% of overall course score.
Total 100% of cour se score.

Course Overview Presentation Scheme

There are 24 units in this course. You are to speredweek on each unit. Some of
the advantages of open and distance learning (Qi&)that you can read and
work through the designed course material at yoacepand at your own
convenience. The course material replaces therctiiat stands before you in a
face-to-face situation.

All the units have common features. The first itesmintroduction to the subject
matter of the unit and how a particular unit isegrated into the next and the
course as a whole. There are sets of learning tgsaf the units. The objectives
tell you what you should be able to know on comeiebf the unit. You should

always go back to the objectives and confirm whetw have achieved the
objectives.

of

the assignments submitted {dt0%, but highest scoring three selected,
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: : Week Assignment
Units Title of Work Activity (End-of-Unit)
Course
Guide

Module 1 Ancient History of Europe
Unit 1 A.nc.:l.ent.Greece and the Spread of Greek Week 1 Assignment 1
Civilization
Unit 2 The R|s§ anq Decllr?e of the Roman Empire Week 1 Assignment 1
to the Migration Period
_ Political and Social Structure of Ancient _
Unit 3 Greece Week 2 Assignment 1
Unit 4 Europe in the Middle Ages Week 3 Assignment
Module 2 Europein the Early Modern Period
Unit 1 The Renaissance Week 4 Assignment
Unit 2 Chare_lcterlstlcs and Spread of the Week 5 Assignment 1
Renaissance
Unit 3 Reformation Week 6 Assignment ]
Unit 4 Impacts of the Reformation Week 7 Assignnient
Module 3 Age of Discovery and the Enlightenment in Europe

Unit 1 European Exploration and Conquest Week|8 ighssent 1

Unit 2 The Portuguese Exploration Week 9 Assignnmien

Unit 3 Enlightenment Week 10 Assignment

_ Socio-Cultural Features of the _
Unit 4 Enlightenment Week 11 Assignment 1
Module 4 The French Revolution
Unit 1 Context. and Causes of the French Week 12 Assignment 1
Revolution
_ The French Revolution and Modes of _
Unit 2 Operation Week 13 Assignment 1
Unit 3 The Fre.nch Revolutlon as a prelude to otherWeek 14 Assignment 1
Revolutions in Europe
Unite 4 The Chgrch in the Aftermath of the Week 14
Revolution
Module5 Global Aftermaths of the French Revolution
Unit 1 The R.|se of Nationalism and the Nation Week 15
State in Europe
Unit 2 The French Revolution and the Emergenge Wieek
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: : Week Assignment
t Title of Work . :
units e orvor Activity (End-of-Unit)
of Total War in the International System
Unit 3 World War I Week 16
Unit 4 Decolonization of Afrl(_:an Nations: Impact Week 16
of the French Revolution
Revision Week 17
Examination Week 17
TOTAL 17 Weeks

What You Will Learn In the Course

Europe from the French Revolution to the World Warevides you with the
necessary insights into far-reaching implicatiohshe French Revolution for the
intellectual and political development of Europeparticular and global politics in
general.

What You Will Need for the Course

For this course, you may need to purchase one ortéwts recommended as
important for your mastery of the course contenbuYheed quality time in a
study-friendly environment every week. If you aremputer-literate (which

ideally you should be), you should be preparedisit vecommended websites.
You are also advised to make regular visitationgotaries.

Tutorsand Tutorials

There are fifteen (15) hours of tutorials providedupport of the course. You will
be notified of the dates and location of theserial® together with the name and
phone number of your tutor as soon as you are abodca tutorial group. Your
tutor will mark and comment on your assignmentsl, leeep a close watch on your
progress. Be sure to send in your tutor-markedyasgents promptly, and feel free
to contact your tutor in case of any difficulty tiyour self-assessment exercise,
tutor-marked assignment or the grading of an assggm. In any case, you are
advised to attend the tutorials regularly and pugty. Always take a list of such
prepared questions to the tutorials and participaeteely in the discussions.

Tutor-Marked Assignments/ Self Assessment Exercises

There are two aspects to the assessment of this course. First is the Tutor-Marked
Assignments; second is a written examination. In handling these assignments, you
are expected to apply the information, knowledge and experience acquired during
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the course. The Tutor Marked Assignments are now being done online. Ensure that
you register all your courses so that you can have easy access to the online
assignments. Your score in the online assignments will account for 30 per cent of
your total coursework. At the end of the course, you will need to sit for a final
examination. This examination will account for the other 70 per cent of your total
course mark.

Tutor Marked Assignments (TMAs)

Usually, there are four (4) online tutor-marked assignments in this course. Each
assignment will be marked over ten (10). The best three (that is the highest three of
the 10 marks) will be counted. This implies that the total mark for the best three (3)
assignments will constitute 30% of your total course work. You will be able to
complete your online assignments successfully from the information and materials
contained in your references, reading and study units.

Final Examination and Grading

The final examination for INR 222: Europe from the French revolution to the world
wars will be of two hours duration and have a value of 70% of the total course grade.
The examination will consist of multiple choice and fill-in-the-gaps questions which
will reflect the practice exercises and tutor-marked assignments you have previously
encountered. All areas of the course will be assessed. It is important that you use
adequate time to revise the entire course. You may find it useful to review your
tutor-marked assignments before the examination. The final examination covers
information from all aspects of the course.

How to Get the Most from this Course

1) There are 20 units in this course. You are to spend one week in each unit. In
distance learning, the study units replace the university lecture. This is one of the
great advantages of distance learning; you can read and work through specially
designed study materials at your own pace, and at a time and place that suites you
best. Think of it as reading the lecture instead of listening to the lecturer. In the same
way a lecturer might give you some reading to do. The study units tell you when to
read and which are your text materials or recommended books. You are provided
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exercises to do at appropriate points, just as a lecturer might give you in a class
exercise.

2) Each of the study units follows a common format. The first item is an introduction
to the subject matter of the unit, and how a particular unit is integrated with other
units and the course as a whole. Next to this is a set of learning objectives. These
objectives let you know what you should be able to do, by the time you have
completed the unit. These learning objectives are meant to guide your study. The
moment a unit is finished, you must go back and check whether you have achieved
the objectives. If this is made a habit, then you will significantly improve your chance
of passing the course.

3) The main body of the unit guides you through the required reading from other
sources. This will usually be either from your reference or from a reading section.

4) The following is a practical strategy for working through the course. If you run into
any trouble, telephone your tutor or visit the study centre nearest to you. Remember
that your tutor’s job is to help you. When you need assistance, do not hesitate to call
and ask your tutor to provide it.

5) Read this course guide thoroughly. It is your first assignment.

6) Organize a study schedule — Design a ‘Course Overview’ to guide you through the
course. Note the time you are expected to spend on each unit and how the
assignments relate to the units. Important information; e.g. details of your tutorials
and the date of the first day of the semester is available at the study centre. You
need to gather all the information into one place, such as your diary or a wall
calendar. Whatever method you choose to use, you should decide on and write in
your own dates and schedule of work for each unit.
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7) Once you have created your own study schedule, do everything to stay faithful to
it.

The major reason that students fail is that they get behind in their coursework. If you
get into difficulties with your schedule, please let your tutor or course coordinator
know before it is too late for help.

8) Turn to Unit 1, and read the introduction and the objectives for the unit.

9) Assemble the study materials. You will need your references for the unit you are
studying at any point in time.

10) As you work through the unit, you will know what sources to consult for further
information.

11) Visit your Study Centre whenever you need up-to-date information.

12) Well before the relevant online TMA due dates, visit your study centre for
relevant information and updates. Keep in mind that you will learn a lot by doing the
assignment carefully. They have been designed to help you meet the objectives of
the course and, therefore, will help you pass the examination.

13) Review the objectives for each study unit to confirm that you have achieved
them. If you feel unsure about any of the objectives, review the study materials or
consult your tutor. When you are confident that you have achieved a unit’s
objectives, you can start on the next unit. Proceed unit by unit through the course
and try to space your study so that you can keep yourself on schedule.

15) After completing the last unit, review the course and prepare yourself for the
final examination. Check that you have achieved the unit objectives (listed at the
beginning of each unit) and the course objectives (listed in the course guide).

13



Conclusion

This is a theory course but you will get the bastaf it if you cultivate the habit
of relating it to political issues in domestic anternational arenas

Summary

INR 222: Europe from the French Revolution to the World Watsoduces you
to the basic grounding of the French Revolutiothdin delves into the core of the
main body of the course. All the basic course nmterthat you need to
successfully complete the course are provided. Woompletion, you will be able:

* Understand the importance of the French Revolutonthe historical
development and evolution of modern day Europe.

* Understand the impacts of the French Revolution tbhe religious,
economic, geographical, and political developménbday Europe.

* |dentify the global aftermaths of the French Retiolu

» Assess the impacts and influence of the Revolutiorthe inter-war years
and its connection with agitation for self-govermmand independence in
Francophone African nations.
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ANCIENT HISTORY OF EUROPE

UNIT 1 Ancient Greece and the Spread of Greek 2aiion
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Body

3.1 Historical Development of Ancient Greece
3.2  Archaic period

3.3 Classical Greece

3.4 Hellenistic Greece

3.5 Roman Greece

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings
1.0 Introduction

The Earliest history of Europe can be traced badke Greeks and Romans. They
are both strongly connected to the intellectualettgwment of Europe. The Greeks
and the Romans left a legacy in Europe which islewi in current language,
thought, pattern and law. Ancient Greece which wasnly a collection of city-
states gave birth to the original ideal of demogradmong the city-states in
ancient Greece, Athens which was the most powewab also the most
developed, and it was regarded as the cradle ofifgpfrom the time of Pericles.
Great and notable philosophers like Socrates, Ptatd Aristotle, are associated
with the Greek Empire.

The spread of Greek or Hellenistic culture andlization is closely linked with
the military campaigns of Alexander the Great, wtas the King of the Kingdom
of Macedon. These military campaigns spread theksoavilization and learning
to the banks of the River Indus. The Indus Riveoris of the seven sacred rivers
of Hindus. Now the river flows through China (Tipento Jammu and Kashmir
and the rest of Pakistan. It was an important rofekncient India. However, with
the rise of the Rome, the spread of the Greekizatibn was later enhanced
through the passage of the Greek wisdom into Ranstitutions, as Athens itself
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was absorbed under the banner of the Senate amplePeb Rome (Senatus
Populusque Romanus).

The Roman Empire extended from Arabia to BritanRiame, which was largely
a Republic, experienced a rebirth into an Empire@leunOctavian after the
conspiracy that led to the murder of its leaderuduCaesar in 44 BCE. Caesar
was murdered on suspicion of subverting the Repubdi become dictator. The
Roman Empire lasted for more than four Centuried the fall of the Western
Roman Empire.

This Chapter takes a cursory look at the earlyohysbf Europe from ancient
Greece to the late Middle Ages. It is expected #tdhe end of this study students
should have mastered the early history of Europe fancient Greece through the
rise of Rome, to the late antiquity and migratia@ri@d. In addition, the student
would have been exposed to the history of EurogéenMiddle Ages, which has
been divided into: early Middle Ages, which was rauterized by the rise of
Byzantium and Feudal Christendom; high Middle Agés divided Church and
holy wars; and the late Middle Ages.

The Greek or Hellenic society was organized onbihgis of city-states, golis.
Amongst these city-states, the most important oheldthens Sparta, Thebes,
Corinth, and Syracuse. In addition to the contrdutof the Greeks to the
development of democracy, they also contributeth&intellectual development
of Europe.

Democracy emanated from Athens, the most powelffuhe city-states. Direct
democracy, introduced by Athenian noble Cleisthemes adopted as the system
of governance in Athens. In the Athenian form ofmderacy, the citizens of
Athens themselves voted on legislation and exeeubiMs in their own right.
Today, democracy is regarded as the best formwérgment worldwide.

The contribution of ancient Greece to intellectl@velopment of Europe is rooted
in the contributions of Greek Philosophers to Wiesthilosophy. Chief amongst
these philosophers is Socrates, who is widely tEghias one of the founders of
Western Philosophy. Socrates developed a methodea$oning known as
elenchuswhich was characterized by endless debate ottiqunewy. This Socratic
Method involves asking series of questions not dalgraw individual answers,
but to encourage fundamental insight into the isgugand. The method is still in
use till this very day in Western Philosophy.

The Hellenic city-states founded a large numbecaddnies on the shores of the
Black Sea and the Mediterranean Sea, Asia Minan)ySand Southern lItaly in
Magna Graecia, but in the 5th Century (BC) theisti@ard expansions led to
retaliation from the Achaemenid Persian Empirethi@ Greco-Persian Wars, the
Hellenic city-states formed an alliance known asDklian Leaguehrough which
they were able to repel the Persian invasion aB#tde of Plataea.
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After the defeat of the Persians, there arosergivfal supremacy between Athens
and Sparta. This rivalry led to the partial colamf the Delian League as Sparta
pulled out of the League to form a rival League Beloponnesian Leagu@he
Peloponnesian War that resulted from this bittealry between leaders of the two
Leagues, Athens and Sparta, led to the defeateofDlian League under the
leadership of Athens. However, a new alliance unidereadership of the Thebes
brought Spartan hegemony to an end after it wasaded in the Corinthian War at
the Battle of Leuctra.

The battle for supremacy among the major Greekstates, notably Athens and
Sparta, made them easy prey for invasion by KindigPH of Macedon, who
united all the Greek city-states. Under Philipgis,sAlexander the Great, Greek
civilization spread into Egypt, Persia, and asdsrndia. The reign of Alexander
the Great contributed significantly and this openep a new period of
development, known as Hellenism. Alexander die828 BCE, and this led to the
splitting his Empire into many Hellenistic civilizans.

2.0 Objectives

The primary objective of this Unit is to provideetlstudents with a historical
background of the ancient Greece. To this end, siecific objective of this
section of the study is to give a detailed accairthe historical development of
Greece during:

» the archaic Greece,;

» the classical Greece;

» Hellenistic Greece; and
* Roman Greece

3.0 MainBody
3.1 Historical Development of Ancient Greece

Ancient Greece is the civilization belonging to fheriod of Greek history lasting

from the Archaic period of the 8th to 6th centuriBs to 146 BC and the Roman
conquest of Greece after the Battle of Corinththt centre of this time period is
Classical Greece, which flourished during the Sihdth centuries BC, at first

under Athenian leadership successfully repelling thilitary threat of Persian

invasion. The Athenian Golden Age ends with theedebf Athens at the hands of
Sparta in the Peloponnesian War in 404 BC. Follgwihe conquests of

Alexander the Great, Hellenistic civilization flesined from Central Asia to the
western end of the Mediterranean Sea.

Classical Greek culture had a powerful influencetlom Roman Empire, which
carried a version of it to many parts of the Med#aeean region and Europe, for
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which reason Classical Greece is generally consitlér be the seminal culture
which provided the foundation of Western civilizati

In all, we can divide the history of Ancient Gredo#o four distinct historical
periods, namely:

» Archaic period;

e Classical Greece;

* Hellenistic Greece; and
* Roman Greece

Self Assessment Exercise 3.1: can you identify the stages in the historical
development of ancient Greece?

3.2 Archaicperiod

In the 8th century BC, Greece began to emerge fiioen Dark Ages which
followed the fall of the Mycenaean civilization. tefacy had been lost and
Mycenaean scripforgotten, but the Greeks adopted thkoenician alphabet
modifying it to create th&reek alphabetAccording to Hall J.M. (2007), from
about the 9th century BC written records begingpear. Sealey Raphael (1976)
observes that during this period Greece was divided many small self-
governing communities, a pattern largely dictatgdGreek geography, where
every island, valley and plain is cut off from fitgsighbours by the sea or mountain
ranges.

The period also witnessed the outbreak of ltblantine War(c.710-c.650 BC),
which came to be regarded as the earliest docuchevaie of the ancient Greek
period. It was fought between the importqaieis (city-state$ of Chalcis and
Eretria over the fertile Lelantine plain duboea More significantly, the period
also witnessed the rise ofmaercantile classn the first half of the 7th century as
shown by the introduction ofoinagein about 680 BC. This seems to have
introduced tension to many city-states. Trestocratic regimes which generally
governed the poleis were threatened by the newdfouealth of merchants, who
in turn desired political power. From 650 BC onwsrthe aristocracies had to
fight not to be overthrown and replaced pgpulisttyrants The word derives
from the non-pejorative Greek thpavvoc tyrannos meaning ‘illegitimate ruler’,
although this was applicable to both good and badérs alike.

A growing population and shortage of land also seéonhave created internal
strife between the poor and the rich in many citites. InSpartg the Messenian
Wars resulted in the conquest ddesseniaand enserfment of the Messenians,
beginning in the latter half of the 8th century By act without precedent or
antecedent in ancient Greece. This practice alloavedcial revolution to occur.
The subjugated population, thenceforth knowmelsts farmed and laboured for
Sparta, whilst every Spartan male citizen becaseldier of theSpartan Armyin
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a permanently militarized state. Even the eliteenvebliged to live and train as
soldiers; this equality between rich and poor sgéreedefuse the social conflict.
These reforms, attributed to the shadolagcurgus of Spartawere probably
complete by 650 BC.

Athens suffered a land and agrarian crisis in &te Tth century, again resulting in
civil strife. The Archon (chief magistratepraco made severe reforms to the law
code in 621 BC (hencedfaconiari), but these failed to quell the conflict.
Eventually the moderate reforms ®blon(594 BC), improving the lot of the poor
but firmly entrenching the aristocracy in poweryg#thens some stability.

By the 6th century BC several cities had emergedasinant in Greek affairs:
Athens, SpartaCorinth, andThebes Each of them had brought the surrounding
rural areas and smaller towns under their conanfj Athens and Corinth had
become major maritime and mercantile powers as well

Rapidly increasing population in the 8th and 7tmtaoses had resulted in
emigration of many Greeks to forooloniesin Magna Graecia(Southern lItaly
and Sicily),AsiaMinor and further afield. The emigration effectively sed in the
6th century by which time the Greek world had, awdily and linguistically,
become much larger than the area of present-dagc@réreek colonies were not
politically controlled by their founding cities, thbugh they often retained
religious and commercial links with them.

In this period, huge economic development occuiredsreece and also her
overseas colonies which experienced a growth innceroe and manufacturing.
There was a large improvement in the living staddglaf the population. Some
studies estimate that the average size of the GQreekehold, in the period from
800 BC to 300 BC, increased five times, which iaths a large increase in the
average income of the population (Sealey, 1976).

In the second half of the 6th century, Athens dieldler the tyranny dPeisistratos
and then his sondippias andHipparchos However, in 510 BC, at the instigation
of the Athenian aristocratleisthenesthe Spartan kingCleomenes helped the
Athenians overthrow the tyranny. Afterwards, Spamd Athens promptly turned
on each other, at which poidleomenes InstalledIsagorasas a pro-Spartan
archon. Eager to prevent Athens from becoming at&pguppet, Cleisthenes
responded by proposing to his fellow citizens tAdtens undergo a revolution:
that all citizens share in political power, regasd of status: that Athens become a
"democracy. So enthusiastically did the Athenians take tis idea that, having
overthrown Isagoras and implemented Cleisthene&isms, they were easily able
to repel a Spartan-led three-pronged invasion aiatecestoring Isagoras. The
advent of the democracy cured many of the ills tifelvs and led to a ‘golden age'
for the Athenians.
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Self Assessment Exercise 3.2: account for the factors that propelled the adoption
of democracy as a system of government in Athemmgluhe archaic period in
the historical development of ancient Greece.

3.3 Classical Greece

Classical Greece is divided into two historicalipgs, namely the 5th and 4th
centuries Classical Greece. Now we shall proceetba& at the 5th and 4th
Centuries Classical Greece.

Classical Greece in the 5th Century B.C.

Athens and Sparta would soon have to become alligdbe face of the largest
external threat ancient Greece would see until R@man conquest. After
suppressing thionian Revolt a rebellion of the Greek cities ldnia, Darius | of
Persia King of Kingsof the AchaemenicEmpire decided to subjugate Greece.
His invasion in 490 BC was ended by the Atheniactory at theBattle of
MarathonunderMiltiades the YoungefiThe lonian Revolt, and associated revolts
in Aeolis, Doris, Cyprus and Caria, were militagbellions by several regions of
Asia Minor against Persian rule, lasting from 498 B 493 BC. The cities of
lonia had been conquered by Persia in c. 540 B@,thareafter were ruled by
native tyrants, nominated by the Persian satraardis. At the heart of the
rebellion was the dissatisfaction of the Greelesitnf Asia Minor with the tyrants
appointed by Persia to rule them, along with tlidvidual actions of two Milesian
tyrants, Histiaeus and Aristagoras.

Xerxes | of Persiason and successor of Darius |, attempted his iowasion 10
years later, but despite his larger army he suffdreavy casualties after the
famous rearguard action @hermopylaeand victories for the allied Greeks at the
Battles ofSalamisandPlataea The Greco-Persian Warsontinued until 449 BC,
led by the Athenians and thdirelian League during which time théMacedon
Thrace theAegean Islandand lonia were all liberated from Persian influgnc

The dominant position of the maritime Athenian 'Empthreatened Sparta and
the Peloponnesian Leaguef mainland Greek cities. Inevitably, this led to
conflict, resulting in thd?eloponnesian Waf431-404 BC). Though effectively a
stalemate for much of the war, Athens suffered mbmar of setbacks. Thelague

of Athensin 430 BC followed by a disastrous military cangpraikknown as the
Sicilian Expedition severely weakened Athens. An estimated one-thifd o
Athenians died, includinBericles their leader (livescience.com, 2006).

Sparta was able to foment rebellion amongst Atkesiies, further reducing the
Athenian ability to wage war. The decisive momeane in 405 BC when Sparta
cut off the grain supply to Athens from théellespont Forced to attack, the
crippled Athenian fleet was decisively defeated g Spartans under the
command ofLysanderat Aegospotamiln 404 BC Athens sued for peace, and
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Sparta dictated a predictably stern settlementeAg¢Host her city walls (including
theLong Wall3, her fleet, and all of her overseas possessions.

4th Century Classical Greece

Greece thus entered the 4th century und8partan hegemonyut it was clear
from the start that this was weak. A demographisisrmeant Sparta was
overstretched, and by 395 BC Athens, Argos, Thebhend, Corinth felt able to
challenge Spartan dominance, resulting in @@inthian War (395-387 BC).
Another war of stalemates, it ended with the status restored, after the threat of
Persian intervention on behalf of the Spartans.

The Spartan hegemony lasted another 16 years, whign attempting to impose
their will on the Thebans, the Spartans sufferdéasive defeat dteuctrain 371
BC. The Theban generaEpaminondasthen led Theban troops into the
Peloponnese, whereupon other city-states defected the Spartan cause. The
Thebans were thus able to march into Messeniaraedlie population.

Deprived of land and its serfs, Sparta declinedatgsecond-rank power. The
Theban hegemonthus established was short-lived; at tatle of Mantinean
362 BC, Thebes lost it key leader, Epaminondas,nanch of it manpower, even
though they were victorious in battle. In fact swetre the losses to all the great
city-states at Mantinea that none could establ@hidance in the aftermath.

The weakened state of the heartland of Greece idedhcwith the Rise of
Macedon led by Philip II. In twenty years, Philip had unified his kingdom,
expanded it north and west at the expense of dltytribes, and then conquered
Thessalyand Thrace His success stemmed from his innovative reformmshe
Macedon army Phillip intervened repeatedly in the affairs bé tsouthern city-
states, culminating in his invasion of 338 BC.

Decisively defeating an allied army of Thebes anthefAs at theBattle of
Chaeronea (338 BChe becaméde factohegemon of all of Greece, except Sparta.
He compelled the majority of the city-states tanjtieLeague of Corinthallying
them to him, and preventing them from warring waach other. Philip then
entered into war against the Achemaenid Empire Wwat assassinated by
Pausanias of Orestisarly on in the conflict.

Alexander son and successor of Philip, continued the waexander defeated
Darius Il of Persiaand completely destroyed the Achaemenid Empiregxng

it to Macedon and earning himself the epithet @Gneat'. When Alexander died in
323 BC, Greek power and influence was at its zenith

Self Assessment Exercise 3.3: identify and discuss the distinctive features of
classical Greece.
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3.4 Hellenistic Greece

The Hellenistic period lasted from 323 BC, whichrkeal the end of the Wars of
Alexander the Great, to the annexation of GreecéhbyRoman Republic in 146
BC. Although the establishment of Roman rule did bieeak the continuity of
Hellenistic society and culture, which remainedeesially unchanged until the
advent of Christianity, it did mark the end of Gegmlitical independence.

During the Hellenistic period, the importance ofré&ce proper" (that is, the
territory of modern Greece) within the Greek-spegkworld declined sharply.
The great centres of Hellenistic culture wé&exandriaand Antioch capitals of
Ptolemaic EgypandSeleucid Syriaespectively.

The conquests of Alexander had numerous consegsiénicthe Greek city-states.
It greatly widened the horizons of the Greeks agdll to a steady emigration,
particularly of the young and ambitious, to the n@&neek empires in the east
(bbcnews.com, 2007). Many Greeks migrated to Aldran Antioch and the
many other new Hellenistic cities founded in Aledaris wake, as far away as
what are now Afghanistan and Pakistan, whereGheco-Bactrian Kingdonand
thelndo-Greek Kingdonsurvived until the end of the 1st century BC.

After the death of Alexander his empire was, afjeite some conflict, divided
amongst his generals, resulting in Piwlemaic Kingdontbased upon Egypt), the
Seleucid Empire(based on thelLevant Mesopotamiaand Persig and the
Antigonid dynastybased in Macedon. In the intervening period, tioéeip of
Greece were able to wrest back some of their fir@eddthough still nominally
subject to the Macedonian Kingdom.

The city-states formed themselves into two leagubg Achaean League
(including Thebes, Corinth and Argos) and #fetolian Leagudincluding Sparta
and Athens). For much of the period until the Romanquest, these leagues were
usually at war with each other, and/or allied tffedent sides in the conflicts
between the Diadochi (the successor states to Atketes empire).

The Antigonid Kingdom became involved in a war witle Roman Republic in
the late 3rd century. Although thiérst Macedonian Wamwas inconclusive, the
Romans, in typical fashion, continued to make warMacedon until it was
completely absorbed into the Roman Republic (by B£9. In the east the
unwieldy Seleucid Empire gradually disintegratdthaugh a rump survived until
64 BC, whilst the Ptolemaic Kingdom continued inygguntil 30 BC, when it too
was conquered by the Romans. The Aetolian leagesv gvary of Roman

involvement in Greece, and sided with the Seleumdhe Roman-Syrian War

when the Romans were victorious, the league waectefely absorbed into the
Republic. Although the Achaean league outlastedh blo¢ Aetolian league and
Macedon, it was also soon defeated and absorbethéoyRomans in 146 BC,
bringing an end to the independence of all of Gzeec
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Self Assessment Exercise 3.4: Evaluate the importance of Alexander the Great to
the spread of Greek civilization.

3.5 Roman Greece

The Greek peninsula came under Roman rule in 146NB{€edonia becoming a
Roman province, while southern Greece came under dtrveillance of
Macedonia's prefect. However, some Grepeleis managed to maintain a partial
independence and avoid taxation. egean islandsvere added to this territory
in 133 BC. Athens and other Greek cities revolte88 BC, and the peninsula was
crushed by the Roman genef&llla The Roman civil wars devastated the land
even further, untiRugustusorganized the peninsula as the provincé&dfaeain

27 BC.

Greece was a key eastern province of the RomanrEmgs the Roman culture
had long been in fact Greco-Roman. The Greek laggysarved as a lingua franca
in the East and in Italy, and many Greek intellaldusuch asGalen would
perform most of their work in Rome.

Self Assessment Exer cise 3.5: Account for the historical development of ancient
Greek civilization

4.0 Conclusion

This Chapter takes a cursory look at the earlyohysbf Europe from ancient
Greece to the late middle Ages. From the chaptenay be save to argue that the
contribution of ancient Greece to the intellectaall scientific development of
Europe cannot be overemphasized.

5.0 Summary

The unit identifies ancient Greece as the earlsgtage of modern European
society, and the development of Greece itself wiagled into four historical
stages, namely:

* Archaic period;

» Classical Greece;

e Hellenistic Greece; and
« Roman Greece

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. How important is ancient Greece to the developneémhodern European
society?

Give an overview of the Archaic period in the higtof ancient Greece
Highlight the essential features of Classical Geeec

wn
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4. Of what significance are the conquests of Alexarttier Great to Greek
city-states during the period of Hellenistic Gregce
5. Is there a link between ancient Greece and the Rdinagpire? Explain
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Unit 2: Palitical and Social Structure of Ancient Greece
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7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 Introduction

This unit takes us through the political life ofcent Greece. More importantly, it
provides background knowledge on the social streatfiancient Greece.

2.0 Objectives
The broad objective of this unit is to provide #tadents background knowledge

on the politics and social structure of ancientgéeg while the specific objectives
are to:

» examine politics and law in ancient Greece,
* evaluate social conditions in ancient Greece.

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Poalitical and Social Structure of Ancient Greece
Ancient Greece consisted of several hundred motessrindependent city-states

(poleig. This was a situation unlike that in most othentemporary societies,
which were either tribal, or kingdoms ruling ovezlatively large territories.
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Undoubtedly the geography of Greece—divided and-csuided by hills,
mountains and rivers—contributed to the fragmentaature of ancient Greece.
On the one hand, the ancient Greeks had no doabtithy were 'one people’; they
had the same religion, same basic culture, and sanggiage. Furthermore, the
Greeks were very aware of their tribal origins; ¢tiatus was able to extensively
categorize the city-states by tribe. Yet, althotigbse higher-level relationships
existed, they seem to have rarely had a major molé&sreek politics. The
independence of theoleis was fiercely defended; unification was something
rarely contemplated by the ancient Greeks. Evemwtiering the second Persian
invasion of Greece, a group of city-states allieeitiselves to defend Greece, the
vast majority ofpoleis remained neutral, and after the Persian defeataties
quickly returned to infighting (Hall J.M.,2007).

Thus, the major peculiarities of the ancient Grpelitical system were; firstly, its
fragmentary nature, and that this does not padrbukseem to have tribal origin;
and secondly the particular focus on urban cenuidfsin otherwise tiny states.
The peculiarities of the Greek system are furthedenced by the colonies that
they set up throughout the Mediterranean Sea, wiidugh they might count a
certain Greekpolis as their 'mother’ (and remain sympathetic to hemre
completely independent of the founding city.

Inevitably smallerpoleis might be dominated by larger neighbours, but cestu
or direct rule by another city-state appears toehbgen quite rare. Instead the
poleis grouped themselves into leagues, membership athmivas in a constant
state of flux. Later in the Classical period, tkadues would become fewer and
larger, be dominated by one city (particularly Atee Sparta and Thebes); and
often poleiswould be compelled to join under threat of war gerpart of a peace
treaty). Even after Philip 1l of Macedon 'conquérdte heartlands of ancient
Greece, he did not attempt to annex the territoryynify it into a new province,
but simply compelled most of thmleisto join his own Corinthian League.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.1:  examine the socio-political structure of ancient
Greece.

3.2 Poaliticsand Law in Ancient Greece

Initially many Greek city-states seem to have bpetty kingdoms; there was
often a city official carrying some residual, cemmal functions of the king
(basileu3, e.g. thearchon basileusn Athens (Hall J.M.,2007). However, by the
Archaic period and the first historical consciouss)emost had already become
aristocratic oligarchies. It is unclear exactly hdhis change occurred. For
instance, in Athens, the kingship had been redtwedhereditary, life-long chief
magistracy #&rchon) by c. 1050 BC; by 753 BC this had become a daegnn
elected archonship; and finally by 683 BC an arigualected archonship.
Through each stage more power would have beenféraad to the aristocracy as
a whole, and away from a single individual.
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Inevitably, the domination of politics and concoanit aggregation of wealth by
small groups of families was apt to cause sociaksmin manypoleis In many
cities a tyrant (not in the modern sense of repressutocracies), would at some
point seize control and govern according to thein evill; often a populist agenda
would help sustain them in power. In a system rdckath class conflict,
government by a 'strongman’ was often the bestisolu

Athens fell under a tyranny in the second half lné 6th century. When this
tyranny was ended, the Athenians founded the veofilt democracy as a radical
solution to prevent the aristocracy regaining powgrcitizens' assembly (the
Ecclesig, for the discussion of city policy, had existadce the reforms of Draco
in 621 BC; all citizens were permitted to attenteathe reforms of Solon (early
6th century), but the poorest citizens could nadrags the assembly or run for
office. With the establishment of the democracg, dssembly became tde jure
mechanism of government; all citizens had equabilpges in the assembly.
However, non-citizens, such as metics (foreignemg in Athens) or slaves, had
no political rights at all.

After the rise of the democracy in Athens, othay-states founded democracies.
However, many retained more traditional forms of/ggament. As so often in
other matters, Sparta was a notable exceptionetoest of Greece, ruled through
the whole period by not one, but two hereditary axohs. This was a form of
diarchy. The Kings of Sparta belonged to the Agiaa&l the Eurypontids,
descendants respectively of Eurysthenes and Prddi¢ls dynasty founders were
believed to be twin sons of Aristodemus, a Heraalidr. However, the powers of
these kings were trammeled by both a council okemsldthe Gerousig and
magistrates specifically appointed to watch overkimgs (theEphorsg.

Ancient Greece and Warfare

At least in the Archaic Period, the fragmentaryuratof ancient Greece, with
many competing city-states, increased the frequericgonflict, but conversely

limited the scale of warfare. Unable to maintaiofpssional armies, the city-states
relied on their own citizens to fight. This inewtg reduced the potential duration
of campaigns, as citizens would need to returtéa obwn professions (especially
in the case of, for example, farmers). Campaignsildvdaherefore often be

restricted to summer. When battles occurred, theyewusually set piece and
intended to be decisive. Casualties were slightpayed to later battles, rarely
amounting to more than 5% of the losing side, It $lain often included the
most prominent citizens and generals who led frioenftont.

The scale and scope of warfare in ancient Greeaeged dramatically as a result
of the Greco-Persian Wars. To fight the enormousies of the Achaemenid
Empire was effectively beyond the capabilities @lirggle city-state. The eventual
triumph of the Greeks was achieved by alliancescity-states (the exact
composition changing over time), allowing the pogliof resources and division
of labour. Although alliances between city-statesusred before this time,
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nothing on this scale had been seen before. Theofi®\thens and Sparta as pre-
eminent powers during this conflict led directlyttee Peloponnesian War, which
saw further development of the nature of warfategtegy and tactics. Fought
between leagues of cities dominated by Athens apdrt& the increased
manpower and financial resources increased thee,scahd allowed the
diversification of warfare. Set-piece battles dgrthe Peloponnesian war proved
indecisive and instead there was increased relianctritionary strategies, naval
battle and blockades and sieges. These changedygreaeased the number of
casualties and the disruption of Greek society.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.2: what is your assessment of the role of alliance
formation in the prosecution of warfare in anci@néece?

3.3 Social Lifein Ancient Greece

Only free, land owning, native-born men could bgzens entitled to the full
protection of the law in a city-state (later Pergclintroduced exceptions to the
native-born restriction). In most city-states, kalithe situation in Rome, social
prominence did not allow special rights. Sometinf@silies controlled public
religious functions, but this ordinarily did notvgi any extra power in the
government. In Athens, the population was divida four social classes based
on wealth. People could change classes if they mamle money. In Sparta, all
male citizens were given the title of equal if thégished their education.
However, Spartan kings, who served as the citg'stalual military and religious
leaders, came from two families.

Slavery

Slaves had no power or status. They had the rightave a family and own
property, subject to their master's goodwill andnpssion, but they had no
political rights. By 600 BC chattel slavery had el in Greece. By the 5th
century BC slaves made up one-third of the totgutettion in some city-states.
Two-fifths (some authorities say four-fifths) ofetipopulation of Classical Athens
were slaves (Hall J.M.,2007). Slaves outside ofr@palmost never revolted
because they were made up of too many nationahines were too scattered to
organize.

Most families owned slaves as household servardslabourers, and even poor
families might have owned a few slaves. Owners vmeteallowed to beat or Kill
their slaves. Owners often promised to free slavdise future to encourage slaves
to work hard. Unlike in Rome, freedmen did not beeocitizens. Instead, they
were mixed into the population ohetics which included people from foreign
countries or other city-states who were officialiowed to live in the state.

City-states legally owned slaves. These public edakkad a larger measure of
independence than slaves owned by families, liangheir own and performing
specialized tasks. In Athens, public slaves waaméd to look out for counterfeit
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coinage, while temple slaves acted as servantseotemple's deity and Scythian
slaves were employed in Athens as a police forecealling citizens to political
functions.

Sparta had a special type of slaves cdileldts Helots were Messenians enslaved
during the Messenian Wars by the state and assignizamilies where they were
forced to stay. Helots raised food and did housklbbres so that women could
concentrate on raising strong children while mewmld¢odevote their time to
training as hoplites. Their masters treated thershia (every Spartiate male had
to kill a helot as a right of passage), and hedfigsn resorted to slave rebellions.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.3: with particular reference to the institution of
slavery, give a brief description of social lifeancient Greece.

3.4 Education in Ancient Greece

For most of Greek history, education was privateept in Sparta. During the

Hellenistic period, some city-states establishedblipuschools. Only wealthy

families could afford a teacher. Boys learned hawre¢ad, write and quote

literature. They also learned to sing and play onesical instrument and were
trained as athletes for military service. They mddot for a job but to become an
effective citizen. Girls also learned to read, e@ind do simple arithmetic so they
could manage the household. They almost never wedeeducation after

childhood.

Boys went to school at the age of seven, or wemheéobarracks, if they lived in
Sparta. The three types of teachings were: grarstaatfor arithmetic, kitharistes
for music and dancing, and Paedotribae for sports.

Boys from wealthy families attending the private®al lessons were taken care of
by a paidagogos a household slave selected for this task whorapeoied the
boy during the day. Classes were held in teaclpensate houses and included
reading, writing, mathematics, singing, and playihg lyre and flute. When the
boy became 12 years old the schooling starteddlade sports such as wrestling,
running, and throwing discus and javelin. In Athesagne older youths attended
academy for the finer disciplines such as cultscences, music, and the arts. The
schooling ended at age 18, followed by militaryrirag in the army usually for
one or two years (Angus Konstam, 2003).

A small number of boys continued their educatioterathildhood, as in the
Spartan agoge. A crucial part of a wealthy teensgelucation was a mentorship
with an elder, which in a few places and times finaye included pederastic love.
The teenager learned by watching his mentor talkipgut politics in thegora
helping him perform his public duties, exercisinghahim in the gymnasium and
attending symposia with him. The richest studemtstioued their education by
studying with famous teachers. Some of Athens'tgs¢guch schools included the
Lyceum (the so-called Peripatetic school founded\bgtotle of Stageira) and the
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Platonic Academy (founded by Plato of Athens). Huication system of the
wealthy ancient Greeks is also called Paideia.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.4: Examine the system of education in ancient
Greece.

4.0 Conclusion

Ancient Greece consisted of several hundred motessrindependent city-states
(poleig. This was a situation unlike that in most othentemporary societies,
which were either tribal, or kingdoms ruling ovetatively large territories. The
chapter throws light on the socio-political lifeaficient Greece.

5.0 Summary

The chapter is dedicated to an assessment of potitaal structure of ancient
Greece. The Greek education and social institugbrslavery is brought into
focus. The section looks at the conduct of warfane the place of law and
government in ancient Greece.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

What was the role of law in ancient Greece?

Give a brief description of politics in ancient @ce
Account for the condition of education in anciemeé&ce

Slavery was an important aspect of social liferiniant Greece. Evaluate

a & w0 NP

Give an account of the art of warfare in anciergé€ge
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1.0 Introduction

This section of the study looks at the rise andideof the Roman Empire. It also
examines the history of the Roman Empire duringMirgration period.

2.0 Objectives
Objectives of the unit include, to:

» examine the early history of the Roman Empire frtsmise;
» assess the eventual decline of the Roman Empide; an

» examine the implications of the Migration periodtie rise and decline of
the Roman Empire
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3.0 Main Content
3.1 TheRiseof Rome

Roman civilization arose during the middle of tivstfmillennium B.C. After the
Romans gained independence from the ruling Etrisscas09 B.C., they slowly
established control over the Italian peninsula, Western Mediterranean, the
whole Mediterranean basin, and large parts of Euréfthough Rome retained its
republican form of government until the first camt8.C., there was considerable
political turmoil and struggle, often reflectingngtons between the lower and
middle classes and the ruling elites. Eventualhe Republic was unable to
support these and other tensions. After a centtifslow revolution,” Augustus
took command in 27 B.C., making Rome an empirellibwi name. By the time
the Republic was transformed into the Empire, hralmnation of Roman political
control and Greek culture had provided consideralligy to the Mediterranean
basin. This Greco-Roman civilization enjoyed fulitority following the triumph
of Augustus.

The Republic's most stunning accomplishments wei@ang, political, and

administrative. Rome was in the long run consi$gesuccessful in its wars, each
time extending its rule. One reason for this susogas her ability to develop
political, administrative, and legal policies to mage newly won territories-
something at which the Greeks were much less ssitdedDuring the late
Republic and particularly during the Empire, thesecomplishments were
facilitated and symbolized by great architecturathiavements-the roads,
aqueducts, public facilities, and monuments thalpdte hold Roman lands
together. Culturally, the Romans borrowed freebnirthe Greeks, acknowledging
Greek superiority but nevertheless adding their styte to what they borrowed.

The Greek Empire was displaced and replaced byRihvman Empire. It must
however be mentioned that the Romans helped inradprg Greek civilization.
This is because the new Roman state that succeeuéeht Greece state system
assimilated much of Greek culture and civilizati¢turthermore, the Romans’
outward expansion from Italy also led to the outivaaxpansion of Greek
civilization. In other words, just as Rome was exgiag, so also was Greek
civilization. It should be noted that there wa#ditresistance to the expansion of
Rome and the attendant spread of Greek culture ameeRwas able to take
advantage of its enemies' inability to unite. Tidydhreat to this expansion was
from the Phoenician colony of Carthage. The dedé&arthage in the three Punic
Wars marked the start of Roman hegemony.

At its earliest stage, Rome was governed by Kitlgsn as a Senatorial Republic
(the Roman Republic). However, Rome became an Engiithe end of the 1st
Century (BCE), under Augustus and his authoritasiaccessors.

The Roman Empire had its center in the Mediteman8ea, controlling all the
countries on its shores; the northern border wakedaby the Rhine and Danube
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Rivers. The Empire reached its maximum expansiotthen 2° Century (AD)
under Emperor Trajan, expanding as far as Brit®domania and parts of
Mesopotamia. The Empire was eventually undermirmeiby and economically
by a series of civil wars, which brought the permfdpeace, civilization and an
efficient centralized government to an end in tihe Gentury. From this period
onward, the Roman Empire experienced steady decline

However, successful attempts to slow down the cdtéecline were made by
Emperors Diocletian and Constantine in the 4th @entThis slow down was
achieved by splitting The Empire into a Western &mabtern parts. Whereas
Diocletian severely persecuted Christianity, Comst@ declared an official end to
state-sponsored persecution of Christians in 313W4&D the Edict of Milan, thus
setting the stage for the Church to become the &htrch of the Roman Empire
in about 380 AD.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.1: can you account for the rise of Rome?
3.2 Christianity and Women under the Roman Empire

During this same period Christianity arose. Inijialt seemed only one of many
religious sects and was perceived as a versionudaism. But through the
missionary work of Paul and the internal organ@atf the Church, Christianity
spread and became institutionalized. During thetfooentury it was recognized
as the state religion within the Roman Empire.

By then enormous difficulties had been experiengithin the Empire. Economic,
political, and military problems were so great lie third century that the Empire
shrank and nearly collapsed. A revival under tmenst leadership of Diocletian
and Constantine during the late third and earlyrtfowcenturies proved only
temporary. By the end of the fourth century, thepiEemwas split into a Western
and an Eastern half. The West was increasinglyl,rstdject to invasion, and
generally in decline; the East evolved into theghtesting Byzantine Empire. By
the end of the fifth century, a unified, effectiéestern Empire was little more
than a memory.

The Roman Republic was a patriarchy in the stricdesse of the word. Private
life rested uponpatria potestas paternal power over the subordinate women,
children, slaves, and clients who formed the Roifamilia. The Roman matron
was highly respected within limits established bywteong gender system that
defined her role as the supporter of the patriarggower. Public life was
conducted in the name of the Senate and Peopl@wikeRinstitutionally defined
as exclusively male. In the last days of the Repulthe power of these
institutions was destroyed by civil war at the saimee that the army, led by its
emperors (originally only a military title), cardehe standards of Rome to victory
over the many civilizations of the Mediterraneanrid@nd ultimately took power
over the city of Rome itself.
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Under the Empire, the boundaries between publicpsuvate lives became porous
and women began to use their familial roles asruns¢nts of public power.

Religion, in particular, offered women a bridge sy class and gender
differences, from private to public life. Roman wemexperimented widely with

a variety of pagan cults, but increasingly Christya attracted women with a
vision of a community where in Christ "There isther Jew nor Greek, ... neither
bond nor free, ... neither male nor female" (Galadi3:28).

Christianity was founded at about the same timetha&s Roman Empire was
established, and for the next three centuries thgerial government and the
Christian religion developed on separate but camagrtracks. As an outlawed
sect, the new religion was peculiarly susceptiblehe influence of wealthy and
noble women. Their participation was so energetit grominent that critics often
labeled Christianity a religion of women and slavés the fourth and fifth

centuries, when the Empire had become Christiangrisolidated new political
and religious hierarchies which reinforced one heot The synthesis was
basically a restructured patriarchy with Christimen firmly in control of both

government and church. But Roman Law and Romans@dmmity contained a
wider range of choices for women regarding marriage property which passed
into the hands of Rome's European successors.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.2: account for the role place of women under the
Roman Empire.

3.3 Decline of the Roman Empire

This period describes the gradual decline and eaghall of the Roman Empire.
Economic, political, and military problems were essormous in the 3rd Century
that The Empire shrank and nearly collapsed. A ®évunder the strong
leadership of Diocletian and Constantine during tate 3rd and early 4th
Centuries proved only temporary. By the end of4tireCentury, The Empire was
split into Western and Eastern halves. The Westim@agasingly rural, subject to
invasion, and generally in decline; the East ewbivéo the long-lasting Byzantine
Empire. By the end of the 5th Century, a hithemdfied and effective Western
Empire had evaporated.

After series of repeated attacks from invading asmirom Northern Europe,
Rome finally fell in 476 AD. Romulus Augustus, tlast Emperor of the Western
Roman Empire surrendered to the Germanic King Oslodedward Gibbon
(1776) - a British Historian argued that the Romhad become decadent, they
had lost civic virtue. He blamed, to certain exténe fall of the Roman Empire on
the adoption of Christianity as the state religionGibbon’s words, “the adoption
of Christianity meant a better life after deathg @inerefore made people lazy and
indifferent to the present”.

The fall of the Roman Empire has generated a losdfolarly debates. For
instance, many Scholars maintain that rather thaalll, the changes can more
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accurately be described as a complex transformdtipgmn et al, 2002). Over time
many theories have been proposed on why the Erfglireor whether indeed it
fell at all; the polemics which we would not botherdetail here.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.3: how would you account for the decline of the
Roman Empire?

34 TheMigration Period

The main highlight of this period was the shiftrfrdRome to Byzantine as the
centre of Roman authority and the emergence oHiblg Roman Empire under
the leadership of the Frank Ruler Charlemagne.igislighted earlier, the Roman
Empire experienced steady decline from the Gentury onward. This decline
could be attributed to internal strives and seokemiilitary attacks from Northern
Europe. The decline eventually led to the splittafigihe Empire into two: East
and West. The late antiquity and migration persdharacterized by:

a. The reconquering of Rome by Emperor Constantineutiee banner of the
cross in 312 AD.

b. Legalization of Christianity in the Roman Empire iy Edict of Milan in
313 AD.

c. Official shifting of the capital of the Roman Empifrom Rome to the
Greek town of Byzantium, which he renamed Constapile ("City of
Constantine”).

d. Caodification of all Roman laws into th@orpus Juris Civilig529-534).

Theodosius became the last Emperor to rule overitadiRoman Empire in 395
AD. Interestingly, the Emperor made Christianitye tbfficial religion of The
Empire. After his reign, The Empire was split it halves: the Western Roman
Empire centered in Ravenna, and the Eastern Romgir& (later to be referred
to as the Byzantine Empire) based in Constantinoplee Western Roman
Empire, which came under repeated attacks from udarg Germanic tribes,
finally fell in 476 AD to the Heruli chieftain Odoar.

The total collapse of Roman authority in the Westuged that Western provinces
soon became a patchwork of Germanic Kingdoms. Degpe collapse of the
Roman Empire, the city of Rome remained a centézarhing under the guidance
of the Roman Catholic Church. The persistence om&delped to preserve
classic Roman thoughts in Western Europe. Howewdre all these was
happening in Western Roman Empire , in the Easttinlan | made a successful
effort between 529-534 AD to codify all the Romamws$ into theCorpus Juris
Civilis in Constantine.

For most part of the 6th Century, the Eastern Romapire was embroiled in
series of deadly conflicts, first with the Persiaassanid Empire in the Roman-
Persian wars. This was followed by the onslaughhefrising Islamic Caliphate
(Rashidun and Umayyad). By 650, Muslim conquestsdethe loss the provinces
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of Egypt, Palestine and Syria, followed by Hispaamal southern Italy in the 7th
and 8th Centuries.

The collapse of the Roman Empire created a poweuura that led to the

emergence of a new political structure, known asdgksm, in Western Europe.
Under this new arrangement, governance was basetheotbond of common

people to the land on which they worked. In otherds, local political loyalties

of common people were vested in the Lords who owhedand they worked on.
Rents or Tithes were paid to the Lords of ldwed, and the Lords owed duties to
the regional Prince. The tithes were used to pagh state and wars.

This Feudal system gave birth to new Princes amgj&iCharlemagne, the Frank
ruler was one of such new rulers. In 800, Charlamageinforced by his massive
territorial conquests, was crowned Emperor of themBRns [mperator
Romanorum by Pope Leo lll, effectively solidifying his powan Western
Europe. The emergence of Charlemagne’s reign matiedeginning of a new
Germanic Roman Empire in the West, the Holy Romampike. This period
ushered in the Middle Ages.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.4: what do you understand by the migration period as
a stage in the history of the Roman Empire?

4.0 Conclusion

Roman civilization arose during the middle of tivstfmillennium B.C. After the
Romans gained independence from the ruling Etrisscas09 B.C., they slowly
established control over the Italian peninsula, Western Mediterranean, the
whole Mediterranean basin, and large parts of Eirop

5.0 Summary

This chapter provides an overview of the Roman Eenfjpom its rise to its decline
up to the migration period when Rome ceased toeléec of Roman dominance.
It highlights the relationship between the RomanpkEenand Christianity. It also
evaluates the roles of women in the Empire.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. Account for the rise of the Roman Empire

2. Examine the relationship between the Roman Empidetlae emergence of
Christianity

3. Evaluate the roles of women in the Roman Empire

4. Account for the decline of the Roman Empire

5. What do you understand by the “Migration Period"tive history of the
Roman Empire?
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7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 Introduction

This is the period that came after the fall of Western Roman Empire , and it is
dated from the 5th Century to the beginning of Begly Modern Period in the

16th Century, marked by the rise of nation-statiy division of Western

Christianity in the Reformation, the rise of hunsmiin the Italian Renaissance,
and the beginnings of European overseas expan&oay¢lopedia Britannica,

2010).

Sustained urbanization of northern and Western fiustarted in the Middle Ages
and in addition to this, many modern European staige emergence to events
that unfolded in the Middle Ages. To a large exténtould be argued that present
European political boundaries are, in many regditds result of the military and
dynastic achievements during this tumultuous period

2.0 Objectives

Broadly, the objective of this unit is to identifyxd examine the basic historical
divisions of the Middle Age Europe, which includes:
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» Early Middle Age
* High Middle Age
* Late Middle Age

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Early Middle Age

The Early Middle Ages span roughly five Centuries 500 to 1000. This period
witnessed the Christianization of most of Europe] the "Dark Ages" following
the fall of Rome took place. The establishmenthef Erankish Empire by the 9th
Century led to the Carolingian Renaissance on timent. It is instructive to
note that during this period Europe was laggingirskim terms of development
compared to the emerging Muslim world, with its tvastwork of caravan trade.
Even India with its Golden Period under the Guptapife and the Pratiharas and
China, at this time the world's most populous Empinder the Song Dynasty
were ahead of Europe in terms of spread and dewelop For instance, by AD
1000, Constantinople had a population of about (BI), compared to Rome,
which had a mere 35,000 and Paris 20,000. In additslam had over a dozen
major cities stretching from Cordoba, Spain, as tiiine the world's largest city
with 450,000 inhabitants, to central Asia. The egeace of Byzantine and Feudal
Christendom is a distinguishing characteristichef éarly Middle Ages.

Emergence of Byzantine

There are at least four contending views or petsmscconcerning the emergence
of Byzantine as the centre of Roman authority. g dne hand, there are those
who hold that Emperor Constantine | (reigned 306338 the first "Byzantine
Emperor". This is the most general of the four \8ewiccording to Banister
(1996), it was he who moved the imperial capitaB## AD from Nicomedia to
Byzantium, re-founded as Constantinople, or NovenR¢'New Rome"). The city
of Rome itself had not served as the capital siheaeign of Diocletian.

In addition, according to Banister (1996), there also some who dates the
emergence of The Empire to the reign of Theododiug379-395) and
Christianity's official supplanting of the paganrRan religion. Some have argued
that the Empire emerged after Theodosius’ deatl896, when the political
division between East and West became permanentdiigg 1996).

Yet, others are of the opinion that the Byzantineeged at a latter date in 476,
when Romulus Augustulus, who is traditionally coesed the last Western
Emperor, was deposed, thus leaving sole imperiddoaty with the Emperor in
the Greek East (ibid). The fourth category arguest the emergence of the
Byzantine Empire in the reorganization of the Rontanpire in the time of
Heraclius (c. 620) when Latin titles and usageseweificially replaced with
Greek versions.
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In spite of the abundance of contending views andmergence of the Eastern
Roman Empire in Byzantine, the general consensubaisthe changing of the

Roman Capital to Byzantine resulted in its Hellatizn and Christianization

under Constantine. The Empire is generally comsitieo have ended after the fall
of Constantinople to the Ottoman Turks in 1453. Tdieof the Eastern Empire in

Constantinople to the Ottoman Turks marks the éldeoRoman Empire.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.1: what do you understand by the Byzantine empire?
3.2  The Growth of Feudal Christendom

With the fall of the Roman Empire emerged the HBlyman Empire under the
leadership of Charlemagne and guidance of the Pope.Holy Roman Empire
emerged around 800, as Charlemagne, King of thekBravas crowned by the
Pope as Emperor. His Empire based in modern Fraheel.ow Countries and
Germany expanded into modern Hungary, Italy, Bolerhower Saxony and
Spain. The power vacuum that resulted from thedialhe Roman Empire created
a new political order in which the people owed thecal political loyalty to their
Feudal Lords. This Feudal system, in addition te #mergence of new states
Great Moravia and Kievan Rus' among the WesterrEastiern Slavs respectively
in the 9th Century, further weakened the Holy Rotfaarpire.

Between the late 9th and 10th Centuries the Holm&oEmpire was under siege.
In the northern and Western fronts, Europe wasethioly the Vikings with their
advanced sea-going vessels such as the longshipgheOother hand, mainland
Europe was pillaged by the Hungarians, and the ¢tegjs raided Eastern Europe
and the Arabs the south. All these were followed thg establishment of
independent Kingdoms in Central Europe in th& C@ntury, for example, Poland
and Kingdom of Hungary. The subsequent period, repdround 1000, saw the
further growth of Feudalism, which weakened theyH®bman Empire.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.2: can you account for the rise of feudal Christendom
in the early middle age Europe?

3.3 High Middle Age

The high middle age is a period characterized leyeimergence of a rift in the
Church or what could be termed as a ‘polarizatibthe Church’. There was a
division between the Church in Rome and the ChunciConstantinople. The
slumber of the Dark Ages was shaken by renewedsdrisshe Church. In 1054,
the East—-West Schism, an insoluble split, occubetiveen the two remaining
Christian seats in Rome and Constantinople.

Another distinctive characteristic of this periadthe rapid growth and expansion
in the population of Europe. In the 11th, 12th, at®th Centuries Europe
experienced a rapidly increasing population. Thasulted in great social and
political change from the preceding era. By 125@, tobust population increase
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greatly benefited the economy, reaching levels ould not see again in some
areas until the 19th Century. It was a period aneenic prosperity for Europe.
From about the year 1000 onwards, Western Europdlsalast of the Barbarian
invasions and became more politically organizede Mikings had settled in
Britain, Ireland, France and elsewhere, whilst Mo@hristian Kingdoms were
developing in their Scandinavian homelands. The ydeg) had ceased their
expansion in the 10th Century, and by the year 1@ Roman Catholic
Apostolic Kingdom of Hungary was recognised in cahEurope. With the brief
exception of the Mongol invasions, major Barbaiiaursions ceased.

In the 11th Century, populations north of the A)lggjan to settle new lands, some
of which had reverted to wilderness after the einthe® Roman Empire. In what is
known as the "great clearances," vast forests anghmas of Europe were cleared
and cultivated. At the same time settlements mobeglond the traditional
boundaries of the Frankish Empire to new frontierEastern Europe, beyond the
Elbe River, tripling the size of Germany in the gass. In other words, it was also
a period of geographical and territorial expansiGrusaders founded European
colonies in the Levant, the majority of the IberRaninsula was conquered from
the Moors, and the Normans colonized southern.ltaly

The High Middle Ages was also a period of intellet¢tand artistic advancement.
It produced many different forms of intellectugpjrgual and artistic works. This
age saw the rise of modern nation-states in We&iarope and the ascent of the
great Italian city-states. The still-powerful Rom@&@mnurch called armies from
across Europe to a series of Crusades againstethek Jurks, who occupied the
Holy Land. The rediscovery of the works of Ariseoled Thomas Aquinas and
other thinkers to develop the philosophy of ‘Sckttasm’. In architecture, many
of the most notable Gothic Cathedrals were buittampleted during this era.

Some of the characteristics of the high Middle Agessummarized below:

Emergence of a rift in the Church

Rapid growth and expansion in the population ofoper
Period of economic prosperity for Europe

End of Barbarian invasions

Better political organization of Europe

Great clearances and emergence of new lands
Geographical and territorial expansion

Intellectual and artistic advancement

S@~Pan oy

Above all, two epoch-making events characterizegh Widdle Ages in Europe,
namely:

1. division in the Church; and
2. the Holy Wars
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A divided Church

The Great schism or divide between the WesternEasiern Christian Churches
was sparked in 1054 by:

a. Pope Leo IX asserting authority over three of thats in the Pentarchy, in
Antioch, Jerusalem and Alexandria. Since the mid-&entury, the
Byzantine Empire’s borders had been shrinKing ia tace of Islamic
expansion. Antioch had been wrested back into Byzamontrol by 1045,
but the resurgent power of the Roman successotiseinNest claimed a
right and a duty for the lost seats in Asia andaafr

b. Tussle for superiority between the Bishop of Romel #he Bishop of
Constantinople. Eastern Orthodox today state tiaiXVIII-th Canon of
the Fourth Ecumenical Council explicitly proclaim#dte equality of the
Bishops of Rome and Constantinople. The Orthodeo atate that the
Bishop of Rome has authority only over his own [@&e and does not have
any authority outside his Diocese.

c. Centuries of estrangement between Latin and Greeldsalso accounted
for the schism of Roman Catholic and Eastern Oxikod

Holy Wars

Another main distinctive characteristic of the highiddle Ages continent-wide

campaigns of the Roman Catholic to convert Cerfitalope to Catholic. This

period was marked by the attempts of the Roman dllatiChurch to not only

Christianize the whole of Western Europe but t@ alsnvert them to Catholic s.
After the East-West schism, Western Christianitys vaalopted by newly created
Kingdoms of Central Europe: Poland, Hungary and édola. The Roman

Catholic Church developed as a major power, leadingonflicts between the
Pope and Emperor. In 1129 (AD) the Roman Cathohwr€h established the
Inquisition to make Western Europeans Roman Cathsli by force. The

Inquisition punished those who practiced heresyeties) to make them repent. If
they could not repent and convert to being Cathslithe penalty was death.
During this time many Lords and Nobles ruled thai€h. The Monks of Cluny

worked hard to establish a Church where there werkords or Nobles ruling it.

They succeeded. Pope Gregory VIl continued the vadrkhe monks with two

main goals, to:

a. rid the Church of control by Kings and nobles, and
b. increase the power of the Pope.

The area of the Roman Catholic Church expandedengsly due to conversions
of pagan Kings (Scandinavia, Lithuania, Poland, daddngary), Christian
reconquistaof Al-Andalus, and crusades. Most of Europe wamBo Catholic in
the 15th Century.
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In the 11th Century, nation-states began to taken fim places such as France,
England, Spain, and Portugal. Although the proadstheir formation actually
took several Centuries, their emergence helpedeaakening the hold of Holy
Roman Empire on Europe. It is worth noting that ¢ineergence of nation-states
was usually marked by rivalry for superiority beeme

a. European Kings,
b. Kings and the aristocratic Feudal Lords,
c. Kings and the Church.

The fragmentation of the Holy Roman Empire, essdiitbased in Germany and
Italy, into a myriad of Feudal principalities or alincity states, whose subjection
to the Emperor was only formal, further weakened@hurch.

The 13th and 14th Centuries withessed the emerganitee Mongol Empire and

further weakening of the Holy Roman Empire. Thisigekis often called the Age
of the Mongols. Mongol armies expanded Westwardeutde command of Batu
Khan. Their Western conquests included almost flRossia (save Novgorod,
which became a vassal), Kipchak lands, Hungary, Bothnd (Which had

remained sovereign state). Mongolian records indichat Batu Khan was
planning a complete conquest of the remaining Eemapowers, beginning with a
winter attack on Austria, Italy and Germany, whenwas recalled to Mongolia
upon the death of Great Khan Ogedei. Most histsribalieve only his death
prevented the complete conquest of Europe. In Rusgs Mongols of the Golden
Horde ruled for almost 250 years.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.3: account for the schism in the Church during the
high middle age Europe

3.4 Late Middle Ages

The Late Middle Ages which lasted from about théh1é 15th Centuries brought
to an end Centuries of European prosperity and trown addition to the
economic slowdown, there was also a drastic reduocin the population of
Europe. It was a period of depopulation of Europleis was aided by series of
famines and plagues, such as the Great Famine 15-1317 and the Black
Death, which combined to reduce the population ©ynach as half according to
some estimates. The late Middle Ages were alsaiagef continent-wide social
unrest and endemic warfare. For instance, Franddagland experienced serious
peasant risings: “the Jacquerie”, “the PeasantgblRe and “the Hundred Years
War”. In addition to all these problems, the undgly the Catholic Church was
shattered by the Great schism. Collectively thesnis are sometimes called the
Crisis of the Late Middle Ages.

Despite these crises, the 14th Century was alsueadf great progress within the
arts and Sciences. A renewed interest in ancieaelkGand Roman texts led to
what has later been termed the Italian Renaissdimveard the end of the period,
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an era of discovery began. The growth of the OttoBmpire, culminating in the
fall of Constantinople in 1453, cut off trading pdslities with the East.
Europeans were forced to discover new trading sputs happened with
Columbus’s travel to the Americas in 1492, and Wasda Gama’s
circumnavigation of India and Africa in 1498.

The conventional end of the Middle Ages is usuaBigociated with the fall of the
city Constantinople and of the Byzantine Empirdhte Ottoman Turks in 1453.

The Turks made the city the capital of their Ottontampire, which lasted until

1922 and included Egypt, Syria and most of the &atk The Ottoman wars in
Europe, also sometimes referred as the Turkish,waasked an essential part of
the history of South-Eastern Europe.

Some of the distinctive characteristics of the Mtddle Ages include:

depopulation of Europe

economic regression

continent-wide social unrest

endemic warfare

great progress within the arts and Sciences
beginning of the era of discovery.

~Po0Tw

Self Assessment Exercise 3.4: Give a detailed account of Europe in the Early
Middle Ages

40 Conclusion

The Early Middle Ages span roughly five Centuriesi 500 to 1000. This period
witnessed the Christianization of most of Europe] the "Dark Ages" following

the fall of Rome took place. The establishmenthef Erankish Empire by the 9th
Century led to the Carolingian Renaissance on thiment. It is instructive to

note that during this period Europe was laggingirskim terms of development
compared to the emerging Muslim world, with its tvastwork of caravan trade.
Ancient Europe was largely dominated by Greek i@ation and Catholic

Christianity. It was a system that was largely base Empire formation. The fall
of Byzantine to Ottoman Turks in 1453 marks the ehdhe Middle Ages and

ushered Europe into the Early Modern period.

50 Summary

This Chapter looks at the origin of European sgcievm its earliest history
before the French Revolution, which begins with dheient Greek city-states and
the spread of Greek civilization under Alexander @reat, King of Macedon.

Internal rancour, strives, and supremacy rivalyveen Athens and Sparta was to
later contribute immensely to the collapse of tegk world. Ancient Greece was
subsequently replaced by Rome, which started aspailitic and later became an
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Empire under Emperor Augustus. The assimilationtre Greek culture and
wisdom by the Romans ensured further spread oGtieek civilization as far as
the Roman Empire expanded.

The decline of the Roman Empire led to the disirgtegn of The Empire into two,
Eastern and Western Roman Empire s. The collapstheof\Western Roman
Empire resulted in the relocation of the capitadl @@ntre of Roman Authority
from Rome to Constantinople under Emperor Constaniihis relocation brought
Byzantine into prominence. This era of relocatidnttee Roman capital comes
under the Migration period.

Over all, the history of Europe before the Frenatwvdtution has been divided
into:

- ancient Greece

- the rise of Rome

- decline of Rome and the emergence of Byzantine iEempn the
migration period

- the collapse of Rome in the Middle Ages and risehef Holy Roman
Empire under the leadership of Charlemagne, Kinthe Franks, and
guidance of the Pope.

Middle Ages Europe was further divided into thrastidct but related periods,
namely Early, High, and Late Middle Ages. The ridfe Byzantine continued
through the early Middle Ages, and this period algtnessed the growth of
Feudal Christendom through the rise of the Holy Rolampire.

The high middle age was a period of schism or aigisn the Church. This
division resulted from supremacy rivalry betweee Bishop of Rome and the
Bishop of Constantinople. In addition, this permldo withessed the Holy Wars
that resulted from the attempt to convert the whafieWestern Europe to the
Catholic faith. The period saw the gradual emergefmation-states. This period
was immediately followed by the Late Middles Agekaracterized by the fall of
Byzantine to Ottoman Turk.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. What factors contributed to the spread of Greeklization in ancient Europe.
Identify and justify them.

2. Examine the relationship between the decline ofRbenan Empire and the
emergence of the Byzantine.

3. ldentify and discuss the factors that are resptmé$dy the fall of the Roman

Empire.

Account for the commencement of the ancient Eunoéstory?

What are the nature and dynamics of the high Middgje Europe?

What is your understanding of the Holy Wars in Ep@® What inference can

you draw from it in today’s international relatiéns

o0k
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7. Give a detail rendition of the emergence and ttajgcof Feudalism in the
ancient Europe.
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MODULE 2
EUROPE IN THE EARLY MODERN PERIOD

UNIT 1 Renaissance
CONTENTS
1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Renaissance Europe
3.2 Renaissance and Political Thoughts in Italy
3.3 Renaissance in Northern Europe
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 Introduction

The Early Modern period in the history of Europetl® period between the

Middle Ages and the Industrial Revolution, and &tek roughly from 1500 to

1800. It could also be said to be the period betwide discovery of the New

World in 1492 to the French Revolution in 1789. itiehctive feature of this early

modern period is the rise to prominence of Sciemehis regard, it could be

regarded as the age of Scientific discoveries anckasingly rapid technological

progress, secularized civic politics and the nasitate. Another feature of this age
is the rise of Capitalist economies, beginningantimern Italian Republics such as
Genoa. In addition to this, there was also the tasdominance of the economic
theory of Mercantilism. Above all, the early modemriod represents the decline
and eventual disappearance, in much of the Europpaere, of Feudalism,

Serfdom and the power of the Catholic Church. Timd3tant Reformation of this

period and the Thirty-Year War in Europe saw to weakening and eventual
disappearance of the power of the Roman Catholire@h In a nutshell, the early
modern period can be described by reference to sdrite essential features that
include:
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 End of the middle age symbolized by the fall of Byine to Ottoman
Turks in 1453

» Thirty-Year European War, which ended with the Tyeaf Westphalia in
1648

* A period of Renaissance and rebirth of Greco-Roamatzation
» Decline and eventual disappearance of Feudalism

* Protestant Reformation and the inevitable disagrea of the power of the
Roman Catholic Church

* The age of enlightenment

* Industrial Revolution and technological progresses

» Rise of capitalism economies and mercantilist ecoodheory
* The beginning of the French Revolution.

For the purpose of understanding, attempts are nmattee chapter to summarize
the history of Europe in the early modern periotb ifour historical stages,
namely:

a. The Renaissance
b. The Reformation
c. The Age of Exploration and Conquest

d. The Enlightenment

This section of the study is focused on the Renamss age in Europe and all its
distinctive features.

20 Objectives

The primary objective of this unit is to provideststudent with a basic tool for
analyzing the age of Renaissance in Europe.

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Renaissance Europe

Jacob Burckhardt (1860) defined the period in terofs two concepts,
‘individualism' and modernity'. 'In the Middle Ageaccording to Burckhardt,
‘human consciousness ... lay dreaming or half aveheath a common veil....
Man was conscious of himself only as a member @ca, people, party, family,
or corporation-only through some general category.'
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This is period of rebirth of Greek civilization. Rassance is a reawakening of
Greco-Roman golden era. There was a renewed ihiar@scient Greek culture

and civilization. The Renaissance was a culturavenent that profoundly

affected European intellectual life in the early dam period. The age of

Renaissance which started in Italy, spread to tnthrand west during a period of
cultural lag that lasted for almost 250 years. lotpaof the Renaissance were
largely felt in literature, philosophy, art, poti§, science, history, religion, and
other aspects of intellectual enquiry. As such, Remaissance could be said to
have brought about a kind of intellectual Revolntod Europe.

As mentioned earlier, Renaissance was a rebirt@reto-Roman civilization, a
sort of rekindling of interest in ancient Greektau® and civilization. It was a
celebration of Greek civilization as the golden.dgepressing his enthusiasm and
fascination with the ancient Greek civilizationakcesco di Petracco the Italian
Petrarch, widely regarded as the first full-bloodd¢aimanist, wrote in the 1330s:
"I am alive now, yet | would rather have been bormnother time." In the 15th
and 16th Centuries the Renaissance was widelydedas a storehouse of ideas
and attitudes with which to rebuild ancient Greegkdem, an inherited culture that
was on the verge of demise or dying. Expressinyigwe that the Renaissance is a
rebirth of ancient Greco-Roman civilization, Mattealmieri wrote in the 1430s:
"Now indeed may every thoughtful spirit thank gbattit has been permitted to
him to be born in a new age." The Renaissance wasja where learning was
very important.

The Renaissance derived its main inspiration from drowth in study of Latin
and Greek texts and the general and prevailing rationm of the Greco-Roman era
as a golden age. This fascination with the Grecox&oera as the golden age of
civilization influenced literature and arts, as maartists and writers started
drawing from Roman and Greek examples for theirka/ol he ancient influences
notwithstanding, some multifaceted artists and exsit like Leonardo da Vinci,
brought much innovation in this period.

Many Roman and Greek texts were already in existémt¢he European Middle
Ages. The monks had copied and recopied the ol #xd housed them for a
millennium, but they had regarded them in anothghtl With the fall of
Constantinople in 1453, many more ancient textaéld in with the migration of
Greek Scholars and texts to Italy. In additioneotGreek and Roman texts came
from Islamic sources, who had inherited the anc@regek and Roman texts and
knowledge through conquest, even attempting to awg@rupon some of them.
With the usual pride of advanced thinkers, the Huista saw their repossession
of a great past as a Renaissance—a rebirth oizaitidn itself.

Besides influencing arts and literature, and ietg#llal thinking as a whole,
Renaissance writings also had impacts on politicaiking. Important political
precedents were also set in this period. For examiiccolo Machiavelli's
political writing in The Princeinfluenced later absolutism and real-politik.
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In all, the Renaissance could be viewed as an pttbynintellectuals to study and
improve the secular and worldly, both through tleiRRal of ideas from antiquity,
and through novel approaches to thought—the imnegiast being too "Gothic"
in language, thought and sensibility.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.1: what do you understand by the renaissance?
3.2 Renaissance and Palitical Thoughtsin Italy

The Renaissance impacted on ways of thinking iropgireven in the realm of
politics. This much is reflected in the politicalritings of social and political
philosophers of the time, with Machiavelli beingypical example.

Machiavelli accepted the political challenge in etstirety; he swept aside every
criterion of action not suggested by the conceptaidon d'itat i.e., by the exact

evaluation of the historical moment and the comsive forces which the Prince
must employ in order to achieve his aim; and hel tieht the activities of rulers

were limited only by their capacity and energy. Eenhe paved the way for
absolute governments, which theoretically were detefy untrammelled, both in

their home and in their foreign policies.

If this was made possible by the Florentine Secy&tarecognition of the

autonomy of politics, it depended, conversely, @gdwn peculiar conception of
the State, which he identified with the governmemt,rather with its personal
Head. Accordingly, in The Prince all his attentwas riveted on the human figure
of the man who held the reins of government andmtmmized in his person the
whole of public life. Such a conception, determirgidectly by the historical

experience which Machiavelli possessed in such tandsng measure and
presupposing a sustained effort on the part of déetral government, was
essential to the success and pre-eminence of bigrmn

This was a turning-point in the history of the Ghan world. The minds of
political theorists were no longer trammeled byhodt dogma. The structure of
the State was not yet threatened in other direstinany revolt of the individual
conscience. An entire moral world, if it was noligged, had at any rate receded
into the shadows, nor was any other at once fontivog to take its place and to
inspire a new fervour of religious belief; hencelijical thought could express
itself without being confused by considerationsadlifferent character. It was an
era in which unitarian States were being createnl @ne ruins of the social and
political order of the Middle Ages, an era in whitkvas necessary to place all the
weapons of resistance in the hands of those whastilatb combat the forces of
feudalism and particularism. It was, in short, aa i@ which it was essential that
the freedom and grandeur of political action and $itrength and authority of
central government should be clearly affirmed. Otllus was it possible to
obliterate once and for all the traces of the past to offer to the society of the
future, in the guise of a precept, the weapons lwhiould preserve the life of the
united nation in the face of disruptive elementsarid new.
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Self Assessment Exercise 3.2: evaluate the impact of the renaissance on pdlitica
thoughts in Europe, particularly Northern Italy.

3.3 Renaissancein Northern Europe

The North itself would never have accepted Rena@saulture if that culture had

not suited its needs. The reorganized, powerfulardries of the late fifteenth and
early sixteenth centuries needed a new ideal f@ir gervants and courtiers, and
the emphasis on public service, on personal menid, on learning provided an

attractive substitute for the traditional mannefstiee unlettered, unruly, and

discredited feudal classes. The new ideal contagrealigh emphasis on social
class and military prowess to make it credible teoaiety where the hereditary
nobility still counted for much. For the kings,affered the added advantage of
servants who were refined and cultivated, and whalavwield the pen as well as
the sword for their master.

In addition to the monarchs and their courts, othgyortant groups in the North
also found humanistic culture attractive. The pdulerself-confident merchant
oligarchies that governed the important towns, esfig the prospering towns of
the Rhine Valley and of south Germany, found in horsm a cultural ideal far
more suited to the needs and prejudices of urbanatas than were the chivalric
and scholastic traditions of the Middle Ages. Taigé group of would-be Church
reformers found the characteristic Renaissancediapon of the recent past and
the desire to return to the original sources qaiteactive, for the Roman past
included the apostolic and early patristic age, mtiee Church was still pure and
uncorrupted.

The humanism that grew up in the North was not aenw®py of the Italian
culture, but a grafting of Italian elements intowdtural tradition that varied from
country to country. Obviously, for example, Germamseven Frenchmen could
not revere the ancient Romans as their ancestorgliite the same sense that
Italians could.

What did develop everywhere was a revulsion agathst heritage of the
iImmediate past (often more open and violent thartaty because scholastic
traditions and a clerical spirit had much greateergth in the North), and the
conscious adoption of an idealized Greek and RoAramuity as the model for
reforming literature, education, and the whole idgfathe educated man. Even
more than in Italy, Northern humanists enthusiafifdooked to the apostolic and
patristic age of the Church as a valuable parhefancient heritage they sought to
restore. This emphasis on ancient Christianity, woed with the widespread
movements of lay piety that flourished in the lovithine Valley and other parts
of Northern Europe, explains why humanism northihef Alps directed much of
its reformist activity toward reform of the Chur@nd deepening of personal
religious experience.
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Self Assessment Exercise 3.3: Account for the impact of the renaissance on the
political development of Europe

40 Conclusion

This is period of rebirth of Greek civilization. Rassance is a reawakening of
Greco-Roman golden era. There was a renewed ihteresicient Greek culture
and civilization.

50 Summary

The Renaissance was a rebirth or reawakening ofcdReman civilization. It
was a rekindling of interest in ancient Greek wiedand learning. Renaissance
thinking was sparked by fascination with anciengé&kr civilization as the golden
era. This period lasted for almost two and half tGees as part of the early
modern history of Europe. The Renaissance starteddaly, and from there it
spread to other parts of Europe. Impacts of theaReance on the intellectual life
of Europe were visible in the following areas:

a. Arts and literature as reflected in the paintings
b. Science
c. Philosophy and political thoughts

The mode of thinking in the Renaissance sparkedtludéf age of Protestant
Reformation in Europe, which itself a reactionhe high level of corruption and
oppression in the Catholic Church.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. Examine the impact of the Renaissance on politicaights in Europe

2. Give an informed assessment of the Renaissance hen iritellectual
development of Europe

3. What is the Renaissance?

4. The Renaissance is a rebirth of Greco-Roman gadenExplain
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RENAISSANCE
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6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

1 I ntroduction

This unit provides the students with a basic apptien of the distinctive features
and characteristics of the Renaissance.

2 Objectives

The objective of this unit is to identify and examithe fundamental features and
characteristics of the renaissance.

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Characteristics of the Renaissance: Humanism
In some ways Humanism was not a philosophy peibserather a method of

learning. In contrast to the medieval scholastideyavhich focused on resolving
contradictions between authors, humanists wouldlystancient texts in the
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original, and appraise them through a combinatibmeasoning and empirical
evidence. Humanist education was based on the gmoge of 'Studia
Humanitatis', that being the study of five humaasti poetry, grammar, history,
moral philosophy and rhetoric. Burke, P. (1990)negi that, although historians
have sometimes struggled to define humanism pigcisest have settled on "a
middle of the road definition... the movement toaeer, interpret, and assimilate
the language, literature, learning and values ofesnt Greece and Rome&Xbove
all, humanists asserted "the genius of man ..uthque and extraordinary ability
of the human mind."

Humanist scholars shaped the intellectual landstaeighout the early modern
period. Political philosophers such as Niccolo Maehlli and Thomas More
revived the ideas of Greek and Roman thinkers,applied them in critiques of
contemporary government. Pico della Mirandola wneteat is often considered
the manifestoof the Renaissance, a vibrant defence of thinkimg Oration on the
Dignity of Man. Matteo Palmieri (1406-1475), anatiemanist, is most known
for his work Della vita civile ("On Civic Life"; printed 1528) which advocated
civic humanism, and his influence in refining thestan vernacular to the same
level as Latin. Palmieri's written works draw onnkam philosophers and theorists,
especially Cicero, who, like Palmieri, lived anieetpublic life as a citizen and
official, as well as a theorist and philosopher atsb Quintilian. Perhaps the most
succinct expression of his perspective on humamssim a 1465 poetic worka
citta di vita but an earlier worlDella vita civile (On Civic Life) is more wide-
ranging. Composed as a series of dialogues setauatry house in the Mugello
countryside outside Florence during the plague4®0] Palmieri expounds on the
gualities of the ideal citizen. The dialogues induideas about how children
develop mentally and physically, how citizens camduct themselves morally,
how citizens and states can ensure probity in puibé, and an important debate
on the difference between that which is pragmdyicaseful and that which is
honest.

The humanists believed that it is important to $cmd to the afterlife with a
perfect mind and body. This transcending belief bandone with education.
According to Hause, S. & Maltby, W. (2001), the pase of humanism was to
create a universal man whose person combined entell and physical
excellence and who was capable of functioning halblgr in virtually any
situation. This ideology was referred to iksiomo universal, an ancient Greco-
Roman ideal. The education during Renaissance ve@tdyrcomposed of ancient
literature and history. It was thought that thesslas provided moral instruction
and an intensive understanding of human behavior.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.1: give an account of humanism during the
renaissance.
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3.2 Art

The Renaissance marks the period of European yiatahe close of the Middle
Ages and the rise of the Modern world. It representcultural rebirth from the
14th through the middle of the 17th centuries. E&¢naissance, mostly in Italy,
bridges the art period during the fifteenth centurgtween the Middle Ages and
the High Renaissance in lItaly. It is generally knotlvat Renaissance matured in
Northern Europe later, in 16th century. One of thstinguishing features of
Renaissance art was its development of highly seallinear perspective. Clare
and Millen (1994) opine that Giotto di Bondone (126337) is credited with first
treating a painting as a window into space, bwas not until the demonstrations
of architect Filippo Brunelleschi (1377-1446) ahd subsequent writings of Leon
Battista Alberti (1404-1472) that perspective wasmialized as an artistic
technique. The development of perspective was gld wider trend towards
realism in the arts (Clare and Millen, 1994)). Fattend, painters also developed
other techniques, studying light, shadow, and, iashpoin the case of Leonardo da
Vinci, human anatomy. Vasari Giorgio. (1965) cowierthat underlying these
changes in artistic method, was a renewed desicepict the beauty of nature,
and to unravel the axioms of aesthetics, with tbeks/ of Leonardo, Michelangelo
and Raphael representing artistic pinnacles that weebe much imitated by other
artists. Other notable artists include Sandro Beliii working for the Medici in
Florence, Donatello another Florentine and TitmWenice, among others.

Concurrently, in the Netherlands, a particularlgrant artistic culture developed,
the work of Hugo van der Goes and Jan van Eyckngaparticular influence on
the development of painting in Italy, both techfiicavith the introduction of oll
paint and canvas, and stylistically in terms ofunaism in representation. (For
more, sedRenaissance in the Netherlahdsater, the work of Pieter Brueghel the
Elder would inspire artists to depict themes ofrggay life.

In architecture, Filippo Brunelleschi was foremaststudying the remains of

ancient classical buildings, and with rediscoveétedwledge from the 1st-century
writer Vitruvius and the flourishing discipline ahathematics, formulated the
Renaissance style which emulated and improvedassiclal forms. Brunelleschi's
major feat of engineering was the building of tloeng of Florence Cathedral. The
first building to demonstrate this is claimed tothe church of St. Andrew built

by Alberti in Mantua. The outstanding architectusark of the High Renaissance
was the rebuilding of St. Peter's Basilica, comimnthe skills of Bramante,

Michelangelo, Raphael, Sangallo and Maderno.

The Roman orders types of columns are used: Tud2arg, lonic, Corinthian
and Composite. These can either be structural,astipg an arcade or architrave,
or purely decorative, set against a wall in themfoof pilasters. During the
Renaissance, architects aimed to use columnstg#asand entablatures as an
integrated system. According to Saalman Howard },9%ne of the first buildings
to use pilasters as an integrated system was iDttieSacristy (1421-1440) by
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Filippo Brunelleschi. Arches, semi-circular or {lme Mannerist style) segmental,
are often used in arcades, supported on pierslomos with capitals. There may
be a section of entablature between the capital thadspringing of the arch.
Alberti was one of the first to use the arch on @omental. Renaissance vaults
do not have ribs. They are semi-circular or segalertd on a square plan, unlike
the Gothic vault which is frequently rectangular.

The Renaissance artists were not pagans althoeghatimired antiquity and they
also kept some ideas and symbols of the mediewtl picola Pisano (c. 1220-c.
1278) imitated classical forms by portraying sceinesh the Bible. Hause, S. and
Maltby, W. (2001) posit that the annunciation byc®la Pisano, from the
Baptistery at Pisa, demonstrates that classicalefadfluenced Italian art before
the Renaissance took root as a literary movement.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.2: examine arts during the renaissance
3.3 Science

The upheavals occurring in the arts and humanmtieie mirrored by a dynamic
period of change in the sciences. Some have seerflairy of activity as a
"scientific revolution", heralding the beginning dhe modern age. While
according to Shapin (1996), others have seen ielyers an acceleration of a
continuous process stretching from the ancient dvad the present day.
Notwithstanding, Brotton, J. (2006) however maimsaithat there is general
agreement that the Renaissance saw significantgelsaim the way the universe
was viewed and the methods with which philosoplsersght to explain natural
phenomena.

Science and art were very much intermingled inetlidy Renaissance, with artists
such as Leonardo da Vinci making observational argsvof anatomy and nature.
An exhaustive 2007 study by Capra, F. (2007) shihvas Leonardo was a much
greater scientist than previously thought, and jost an inventor. In science
theory and in conducting actual science practiemnardo was innovative. He set
up controlled experiments in water flow, medicalsdiction, and systematic study
of movement and aerodynamics; he devised princiglessearch method that for
Capra classify him as "father of modern science"Chpra's detailed assessment
of many surviving manuscripts Leonardo's sciencen@e in tune with holistic
non-mechanistic and non-reductive approaches tnesei which are becoming
popular today. Brotton, J. (2006) suggests thaha®s the most significant
development of the era was not a specific discqvbuy rather gorocessfor
discovery, the scientific method. This revolutionaew way of learning about the
world focused on empirical evidence, the importarafe mathematics, and
discarded the Aristotelian “final cause" in favdr @ mechanical philosophy.
Burke, P. (2000) indicates that early and influsinproponents of these ideas
included Copernicus, Galileo, Newton and René Déssa
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The new scientific method led to great contribusion the fields of astronomy,
physics, biology, and anatomy. With the publicatimin Vesalius'sDe humani
corporis fabrica a new confidence was placed in the role of dismec
observation, and a mechanistic view of anatomyBng J.).

Self Assessment Exer cise 3.3: in what ways, if any, did the renaissance contebut
to the development of science in Europe?

34 Religion and Self-awar eness

The new ideals of humanism, although more secunlaaome aspects, developed
against a Christian backdrop, especially in thetiiNon Renaissance. Indeed,
much (if not most) of the new art was commissiobgdor in dedication to the
Church. However, the Renaissance had a profounectefbn contemporary
theology, particularly in the way people perceitbd relationship between man
and God. Many of the period's foremost theologiarese followers of the
humanist method, including Erasmus, Zwingli, Thorivase, Martin Luther, and
John Calvin.

The Renaissance began in times of religious tutribié late Middle Ages saw a
period of political intrigue surrounding the Papacylminating in the Western
Schism, in which three men simultaneously claimedbeé true Bishop of Rome.
While the schism was resolved by the Council of €ance (1414), the 15th
century saw a resulting reform movement known asciliarism, which sought to

limit the pope's power. Although the papacy evedhtuamerged supreme in

ecclesiastical matters by the Fifth Council of tageran (1511), it was dogged by
continued accusations of corruption, most famouslythe person of Pope
Alexander VI, who was accused variously of simamgpotism and fathering four
illegitimate children whilst Pope, whom he marradéito gain more power.

Churchmen such as Erasmus and Luther proposedrdfothe Church, often
based on humanist textual criticism of the New desnt. Indeed, it was Luther
who in October 1517 published the 95 Theses, aigilg papal authority and
criticizing its perceived corruption, particularlwith regard to its sale of
indulgences. The 95 Theses led to the Reformatobreak with the Roman
Catholic Church that previously claimed hegemony \iiestern Europe.
Humanism and the Renaissance therefore playedeatdiole in sparking the
Reformation, as well as in many other contemporaseeligious debates and
conflicts.

By the 15th century, writers, artists and archgentltaly were well aware of the
transformations that were taking place and weraguphrases likenodi antichi
(in the antigue manner) alle romana et alla anticain the manner of the
Romans and the ancients) to describe their wonkofBy Erwin (1960) observes
that the ternmla rinascita (rebirth) first appeared, however, in its broadssein
Giorgio Vasari'sVite de' piu eccellenti architetti, pittori, et dtari Italiani (The
Lives of the Artists, 1550, revised 1568). Vasavidks the age into three phases:
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the first phase contains Cimabue, Giotto, and Ammai Cambio; the second phase
contains Masaccio, Brunelleschi, and Donatello;tthesl centers on Leonardo da
Vinci and culminates with Michelangelo. As noted ®yhm Philip. (2001)t was
not just the growing awareness of classical arttgihiat drove this development,
according to Vasari, but also the growing desirsttmly and imitate nature.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.4: evaluate the impact of the renaissance on the
European church.

4.0 Conclusion

This unit provides the students with a basic apptien of the distinctive features
and characteristics of the Renaissance. Some ek tfeatures include but not
limited to renewed interest in education, art atidrece.

5.0 Summary

This section assessed those essential and distinggi characteristics of the
Renaissance that facilitated its spread througBaubpe.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. Detail the contributions of humanist scholars t® ¢pread of the
Renaissance in Europe

2. Give a brief description of the Renaissance amvohg out its
distinguishing features

3. ldentify and explain the major characteristicshed Renaissance

4. Examine the connection between the growth of theaRsance and
Christianity

5. Science and art were very much intermingled ineidudy Renaissance.
Explain how
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1.0 Introduction

This section of the study looks at Europe durirgdlge of Reformation. It tries to
identify its basic features and implications foe tdevelopment of Europe. In
addition, the unit looks at the different interaiteins of the Reformation.

20 Objectives

The objectives of the unit include, to:

» examine the reformation and its basic charactesistnd implications; and
» discuss the different interpretations of the Refation.

3.0 Main Content
3.1 TheReformation

The high level of corruption in the Holy Roman Gdity Church gave birth to a
Europe-wide Reformation known as the ProtestanofR&ition. This period is
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thus regarded as the age of Reformation in they @addern history of Europe.

During this period corruption in the Catholic Chutled to a sharp backlash in the
Protestant Reformation. It occurred at a periodmmtie Church had both secular
and religious power in Europe, and states were Ipna@ndwiched between the
power of the Church and the Feudal Lords. The ddsir a stronger state free
from the strangling power and hold of the Cath@lwrch provided the Protestant
Reformation with the needed support among manycBsirand Kings. It gained

many followers especially among Princes and Kingeksg a stronger state by
ending the influence of the Catholic Church. Natafijures during this period

include Martin Luther, the leader of the Protestisfavement, and John Calvin
whose ‘Calvinism’ had influence in many countrigs addition to this two, there

was also King Henry VIl of England who broke awlagm the Catholic Church

in England and set up the Anglican Church. Ambgiddonarchs who were

seeking for freedom from the strangle hold of@=holic Church and the Feudal
Lords on the one hand, and battling for supremangrayst themselves on the
other hand, took advantage of this religious donsio spark off a wave of wars
throughout Western Europe. In other words, religidivisions during this era
brought on a wave of wars inspired and driven mby by religion but also by the

ambitious Monarchs in Western Europe who were b@wgmmore centralized and
powerful.

So it could be argued that the Reformation achigwedthings in Europe, namely
that:

a. It liberated the state from the hold of the Church
b. It resulted in a Reformation of the Church, sudt tieligion was separated
from politics.

Besides the Reformation which the Protestant Reddom achieved in the
political structure of Europe and the Church, isoalled to a strong reform
movement in the Catholic Church called the CouRefermation, which aimed to
reduce corruption as well as to improve and stiegCatholic Dogma. From the
forgoing, we can identify three separate Movemantee Reformation:

a. Monarchs seeking freedom from the hold of tharClin

b. Protestants and religious Reformers seekingeparate the Church from
politics and the secular world so as to reduceptwer of the Church,
thereby curbing corruption.

C. Counter-Reformation Movement seeking to reduoceruption in the
Church through Reformation, but while at the samme tstrengthening the
Catholic dogma.

Important groups in the Catholic Church who emerfyeth this movement were
the Jesuits, who helped keep Eastern Europe wittenCatholic fold, and the
Oratorians of St. Philip Neri, who ministered to the faithful Rome, restoring
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their confidence in the Church of Jesus Christ thdisisted substantially in the
Church of Rome. One notable implication of the Rafation for the Church is
that it weakened the Church relative to the statga@tions of Europe were no
longer under its sway and Kings in the remainin¢ghGlic countries began to take
control of the Church institutions within their Kdoms. For example, King
Henry VIII became the head of the Church of England

Unlike Western Europe, the countries of Centraloper the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth and Hungary, were more tolerant. WHkiidl enforcing the
predominance of Catholic ism they continued to vallthe large religious
minorities to maintain their faiths. Central Europecame divided between
Catholic s, Protestants, Orthodox and Jews. Anothportant development in this
period was the growth of pan-European sentimemtgrie Cruceé (1909) came up
with the idea of the European Council and intentiedend wars in Europe.
Attempts to create lasting peace were no succkblsugh all European countries
(except the Russian and Ottoman Empire s, regaadddreign) agreed to make
peace in 1518 at the Treaty of London. Many waokéwout again in a few years.
The Reformation also made European peace impogsibieany Centuries.

Another development was the idea of European somigti The ideal of
civilization was taken over from the ancient Greeksl Romans: discipline,
education and living in the city were required taka people civilized; Europeans
and non-Europeans were judged for their civilitygd &urope regarded itself as
superior to other continents. There was a movergrgome such as Montaigne
that regarded the non-Europeans as a better, natoeah and primitive people.
Post services were founded all over Europe, whitbwad a humanistic
interconnected network of intellectuals across peralespite religious divisions.
However, the Roman Catholic Church banned manyirigasicientific works; this
led to an intellectual advantage for Protestantntrees, where the banning of
books was regionally organized.

Francis Bacon and other advocates of Science toienteate unity in Europe by
focusing on the unity in nature. In the 15th Ceptat the end of the Middle Ages,
powerful sovereign states were appearing, builtheyNew Monarchs who were
centralizing power in France, England, and Spaim e other hand the
Parliament in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealtrewgrin power, taking
Legislative rights from the Polish King. The nevatst power was contested by
parliaments in other countries especially Engladew kinds of states emerged
which were cooperations between territorial ruleies, farmer Republics and
knights.

Overall, developments during the Reformation can sbenmed up into the
following:

a. Attempts by European Kings to gain freedom from gtranglehold of the
Catholic Church and local Feudal Lords.
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b. Protestants Reformation of the Church through s#joer of the Church
from politics and the secular world in order tobstaorruption within the
Church.

c. Catholic counter-Reformation aimed at reforming @teurch while at the
same time strengthening the Catholic dogma anid faibughout Europe.

d. Thirty years of European wars sparked partly bwlriv and struggle for
supremacy among European Kings.

e. The growth of pan European sentiments, which aimédpromoting
Europe-wide peace first through the European Chuaciidea cooked up
by Eméric Crucé (1623).

f. A failed Peace agreement among major European gowgcept Russian
and Ottoman Empire s, at the Treaty of London ib8L5

g. Prevalence of the notion of European superioritgoeting to which
Europeans were held to be superior to the peopi¢heir continents.

h. The emergence of the postal services and its impactthe intellectual
development of Europe as scientists and Scholars ftifferent parts of
Europe were able to exchange Scientific and sclyaldeas in spite of the
limitation imposed by the Catholic Church.

I. Emergence of territorial sovereign states at thec@dreaty of Westphalia
in 1648.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.1: account for the factors that were responsible for
the emergence of the Reformation in Europe.

3.2 What wasthe Refor mation?

Historians usually agree that the Reformation casepr the general religious
transformations in Europe during the 16th Centttgwever, they often disagree
on what exactly was at the core of the Reformatinrspite of this disagreement,
Euan Cameron (1991) argues that the essence ofR#fermation was a
combination of religious Reformers ' protests anaren's political ambitions.

According to Euan Cameron the Reformation is a wmignovement which
divided European Christianity into Catholic and testant traditions. He
explained further that no other movement of religiqorotest or reform since
antiquity has been so widespread or lasting ieffiscts, so deep and searching in
its criticism of received wisdom, so destructivenihat it abolished or so fertile in
what it created ( Ibid).

Based on Euan Cameron view, the European Reformatias not a simple

Revolution, a protest movement with a single leadetefined set of objectives, or
a coherent organization. At the same time, it waither a floppy or fragmented
mess of anarchic or contradictory ambitions. FoarEGameron however, it was a
series of parallel Movements, and each movememtade up of various sorts of
people with differing perspectives who combinedcés to pursue objectives
which they only partly understood.
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Viewed this way, first and foremost, the Reformatias a protest by Churchmen
and Scholars, privileged classes in medieval spcagainst their own superiors.
Those superiors, the Roman Papacy and its agertsattacked the teachings of a
few sincere, respected academic Churchmen, amarigsh was Martin Luther,
which had seemed to threaten the prestige andgqgeviof the Clergy and Papacy.
The protesting Churchmen- the 'Reformers '-respbridethe Roman counter-
attack not by silence or furtive opposition, but pwyblicly denouncing their
accusers in print. Not only that: they developedirtiieachings to make their
protest more coherent, and to justify their disodiecke. Such responses gave birth
to the Calvinist Movement under John Calvin andRhetestant Movement under
Luther.

The popularity of the Protestant Movement amongitipally common-men
resulted in a sort of coalition between the Refosm@&nd politically ambitious
common-men. This coalition formed essence of therfR&tion.

From this perspective, according to Euan Camerotyrned the Reformers *
movement into a new form of religious dissent:atédme not a 'schism’, in which
a section of the Catholic Church rose in politiealolt against authority, without
altering beliefs or practices; nor yet a 'heresfiereby a few people deviated
from official belief or worship, but without resgepower, or authority. Rather it
promoted a new pattern of worship and belief, mplipreached and
acknowledged, which also formed the basis of ndigioais institutions for all of
society, within the whole community, region, orinatconcerned. Owing to this
coalition of goals and objectives between religidReformers and political
Reformers, political historians have tried to pdwevia political interpretation and
explanation for Reformation.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.2: how would you conceptualize the Reformation?
3.3 TheReformation: A Political Interpretation

As a result of recent challenge to the religiougnoretation of the Reformation
coming from political historians, we now have wha& can categorize as a
political perspective or interpretation of the Refiation. This view is illustrated
by G. R. Elton (1958), whargues that while spiritual and other factors are
relevant, primary importance for explaining why tReformation did or did not
take hold rests with political history.

According to G. R. Elton, the political root of tReformation is supported by the
fact that the Reformation was successful wherekier lay power or Monarch
(Kings, Prince or Magistrates) favored it, a faetrebnstrated by Scandinavia, the
German principalities, Geneva, in its own peculiay also, England. And it
could not survive where the authorities decidedsuppress it, as indicated by
Spain, ltaly, the Habsburg lands in the East, alsb gthough not as yet
conclusively) France. Put differently, the Reforimathad a political root besides
the religious explanation often given to it. Thésgupported by the fact it was
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successful only in places where the local seculdinaxities (Kings, Princes, or
Magistrates) gave it the needed support or tolerantherwise, it was largely
unsuccessful.

The famous phrase behind the settlement of 1585ius regio ems religiowhich
mean that “for this is the age of uniformity”, ageawhich held at all times and in
everywhere that one political unit could not confyaned within itself two forms of
belief or worship, expresses the view that Refolwnatannot succeed where the
secular government gave no support to religiou®R&dtion. The tenet rested on
simple fact: as long as membership of a seculatypaolvolved membership of an
ecclesiastical organization, religious dissent dtequal to political disaffection
and even treason. Hence governments enforced mmiforand hence the religion
of the ruler was that of his country. England pded the extreme example of this
doctrine in action, with its rapid official switckdrom Henrician Catholic ism
without the Pope, through Edwardian Protestantidnthe Swiss model and
Marian papalism, to Elizabethan Protestantism ahae specifically English
brand.

In this sense, the success of the Reformation wehgiausly as well as it was

politically motivated. The Reformation was therefosuccessful beyond the
dreams of earlier, potentially similar, Movementd so much because the time
was ripe for it, but rather because it found fawath the secular arm. We can,
therefore, identify the following factors amongsters which played a role in the
success of the Reformation:

a. Desire for the Church to be separated from pofitics

b. The schism or division in the Church that arosereststance to imperial
and Papal claims;

c. The ambition to create self-contained and indepeindetes by secular
monarchs; and

d. A genuine attachment to the teachings of the Refzsm

Self Assessment Exercise 3.3: examine the impact of the reformation on the
political development of Europe.

3.4 TheCatholic Reformation

As stated earlier, in response to the ProtestafdrRation, elements within the
Catholic Church came up with their own idea of Refation within the Roman
Catholic Church. This Reformation, widely regar@sdCounter-Reformation, was
aimed at restructuring the Catholic Church in ortterstrengthen the Catholic
dogma all over Europe. According to John C. Ol history of the Catholic
Church during the 16th Century is almost as comrsial as the history of the
Protestant Reformation. Indeed, variations on teemiology used, from
"Catholic reform,” "Catholic Reformation, “and a@olic Revival" to "Counter
Reformation” reflect important differences in hisams' interpretations of that
history. The main crux of the controversy surromgdihe history of Catholic
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Reformation is the extent to which reform and Ralin the Catholic Church was
a reaction to the Protestant Reformation or a mbdiiforces independent of the
Protestant Reformation.

Catholic Reform in all its manifestations, poteht@ad actual, was profoundly
influenced by the crisis and subsequent schismdbaeloped after 1517. It did
not suddenly arise then, but it was given new urgeas well as a new setting and
a new dimension, by the problems that Protestanpissed. What had been, and
probably would have remained, a matter of renewal aeform within the
confines of religious and ecclesiastical traditibecame also a defense of that
tradition and a struggle to maintain and restoreAitvery complex pattern of
Catholic activity unfolded under the shock of raigs revolt and disruption.

John C. Olin contend that it will be misleadinglabel Catholic Reformation as
counter Reformation, since this will imply that tReformation movement within
the Catholic Church was solely a reaction or raspoto the Protestant
Movement. He then opined that it cannot satisfagtdre labeled the Counter
Reformation, for the term is too narrow and mislegdAlthough John C. Olin
admitted that there was indeed a reaction to Restesm, he however argue that
this factor, as important as it is, neither subsuievery facet of Catholic life in
the 16th Century nor adequately explains the soanckcharacter of the Catholic
Revival.

From the argument presented above, we can idettity major factors that
motivated the Catholic Reform, and they are namely:

1. the crisis within the Church and subsequent schamdivision that
developed between the Eastern and Western Chuteh 1817, when the
Eastern Church in Constantinople broke away froenGhurch in Rome.

2. A reaction to the problem posed by Protestantismg the need to
strengthen the Catholic faith and dogma Europe-wide

The implication that springs from the Protestactdain the Catholic Reformation

is that what had been, and probably would have iredaa matter of renewal and
reform within the confines of religious and ecdessical tradition became also a
defense of that tradition and a struggle to mamnaaid restore it.

Outside the influence of Protestantism, viewed fimpurely internal motivating
perspective, the Catholic Reformation was influenbg certain internal factors
within the Catholic Church itself which include:

a. the widespread awareness of the need for reformtladserious efforts
made to achieve it;

b. initiatives of certain individuals that includedv®aarola, Erasmus,
Ximenes, and other Christian humanists, who thrquegisonal
reorientation and renewal rather than a coordinptedram affecting the
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Church as a whole envisioned a broader reform ofs@dn life and
society;

c. the pontificate of Paul Ill, which made the CathoReform more
concerted and official, and reached out to encomfasentire Church;

d. the arrival of Contarini in Rome in 1535 that ustein the new era of
injection of new blood into the Papal administratiand
e. the convening of the General Council in Trent.

In spite of the existence of diverse Movements mgsfor the Reformation, one
major factor that contributed to the success ofGh#holic Reform was inner unity
and coherence among the various Movements, anditd@ came from the
general believe in and desire for reform within @teurch.

While the Reformers within the Catholic Church wdrstinguished by individual
preoccupation with individual or personal Reforroatithey all had in common a
general concern for the restoration and renewdh®fChurch's pastoral mission.
In short, Catholic reform had a marked personal@asioral orientation.

On the aspect of personal Reformation, John C., @laserves that the Catholic
Reformers focused on the individual Christian am&l dpiritual and moral life.
They sought essentially a Reformation in membetkerathan dogmatic or
structural change. From this point of view, the rbens of Christ's Church must
lead better Christian lives and be instructed amdeyl along that path. This, to
John C. Olin, is the burden of Savonarola's prapheteaching, the goal of
Erasmus and the Christian humanists, the objeafvignatius Loyola and his
Spiritual Exercises. Likewise, the Theatines, Cams; and Jesuits emphasized
this in terms of the greater commitment and saoatibn of their members.
Similarly, the reforms of Ximenes in Spain, GibentiVerona, and the Council of
Trent for the universal Church had this as an Ughgy purpose in their concern
for the instruction and spiritual advancement ef fdithful.

However, John C. Olin observes that such a focesypposes concern for the
reform of the institutional Church as well, fomifen are to be changed by religion,
then religion itself must be correctly represerded faithfully imparted. Thus the
Church's pastoral mission- the work of teachingidigg, and sanctifying its
members- must be given primacy and rendered effectience the stress on
training Priests, selecting good men as Bishomd iasisting that they reside in
their dioceses, instructing the young and preacthegyospel, restoring discipline
in the Church, and rooting out venality and unwioiss in the service of Christ
and the salvation of souls. The Bark of Peter waism be scuttled or rebuilt, but
to be steered back to its original course witlcrsw at their posts and responsive
to their tasks. The state of the Clergy loomeddairg Catholic reform. If their
ignorance, corruption, or neglect had been resptn$or the troubles that befell
the Church, as nearly everyone affirmed, then thmeform required urgent
attention and was the foundation and root of alewal. This involved personal
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reform, that of the Priests and Bishops who areitsguments of the Church's
mission, and its purpose and consequence weretarméthe personal reform of
the faithful entrusted to their care. The immediatgective, however, was
institutional and pastoral. The Church itself wasbe restored so that its true
apostolate might be realized.

From the above, the Catholic Reform had two maimediate objectives, namely:

a. Institutional and pastoral reform, according to ethihe Reformation of the
Church is to be achieved through Reformation ofGhearch structure those
charged with the Church. Institutional Reformatiovill ensure the
recruitment of people with the right virtues intbet Pastorate and
Priesthood, while pastoral Reformation will entdibse charged with the
Church imbibing highest moral standard that malenttyood examples to
the Church.

b. Reformation of individual members of the Church.

The Reformation had certain implications for theu@ itself and the European
society as a whole. Discussion of these implicatiand changes shall be the focus
of the next Chapter.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.4: How would you evaluate the impact of the
reformation on the Roman Catholic Church?

4.0 Conclusion

This section of the study looks at Europe during dlge of Reformation. A major
landmark during this period was the separatiorhefdacred from the secular, i.e.
the church from politics.

50 Summary

The reformation was a period of revolt against ¢beruption that characterized
the Roman Catholic in the Early Modern history ofr@pe. It was aimed at bring
reformation into the Church by separating religioom the state; an ideal that
made it popular among many European monarchs. EferfRation can therefore
be interpreted from both the religious and politiceew points. Also, while we

had the Protestant Reformations as a reaction nmton in the Church, there
was also the Catholic Reformation, which itself waasounter-reaction to the
Protestant Reformation.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

=

What do you understand by the Protestant Reformatio

2. In what way is the Catholic Reformation a countmetion to the
Protestant Reformation?

3. Highlight the main features of the Protestant Refiion

4. Evaluate the Protestant Reformation from the malitperspective
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5. Identify and explain the factors that motivated Bretestant Reformation.
What was the Reformation able to achieve in Europe?
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1.0 Introduction

The changes ushered in by the Reformation impaotedhe Church and the
European society in many ways. Various historiaagehidentified widespread
changes stemming from the Reformation.

20 Objectives

Various historians have identified widespread clesngtemming from the
renaissance. To this end, the objectives of theosewill include, to:

» identify the changes in religious affiliation thatsulted from the
Reformation; and

 examine the conflicts between Protestants and Geghthat characterized
the reformation.
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3.0 Main Content
3.1 Impact of the Reformation

Impact of the reformation manifested in many wag$eme of these included
cultural and social changes directly affecting yldive of the citizens. The
following section analyzes the legacy of the Refation, emphasizes how it
displaced many of the beliefs cum practices anitui®ns of daily life.

According to Steven E. Ozment, the Reformation titwied for the great majority
of people, whose social status and economic camdiid not change dramatically
over a lifetime, an epoch in the world as they kngwegardless of whether they
were pious Christians or joined the movement. lmeotwords, it constituted a
fundamental and monumental alteration to the wartslind them and what they
had always known the world to be. In the first ladlthe 16th Century, cities and
territories passed laws and ordinances that preiyedg ended or severely limited
a host of traditional beliefs, practices, and ms&bns that touched directly the
daily life of large numbers of people. Such lawsl ardinances according to
Steven E. Ozment, include:

* mandatory fastingauricular confession; the veneration of saints, relics,
and images;

» the buying and selling of indulgences; pilgrimagesl shrines; wakes and
processions for the dead and dying;

* endowed masses in memory of the dead; the dodfipargatory;

* Latin mass and liturgy; traditional ceremonies,tifeds, and holidays;
monasteries, nunneries, and mendicant orders; dbmmental status of
marriage; extreme unction, confirmation, holy osjend penance; clerical
celibacy;

» clerical immunity from civil taxation and criminglrisdiction;

* nonresidenbeneficesPapal excommunication and interdict;

e canon law;

» Papal and episcopal territorial government;

* and the traditional scholastic education of Clergy

Steven E. Ozment opines that although the Refoomatifluenced the balance of
political power both locally and internationallywas not a political Revolution in
the accepted sense of the term. The Reformationneas political Revolution

because it did not lead to a major reordering atlittonal social and political

groups, although traditional enemies often endednugifferent religious camps
and the higher Clergy was displaced as politiciéé.eThe larger social impact of
the Reformation lay rather in its effectively dagihg so many of the beliefs,
practices and institutions that had organized diédyand given it security and
meaning for the greater part of a millennium.
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Here the Reformers continued late medieval efftotsimplify religious, and
enhance secular, life. Steven E. Ozment positsifttatholars of popular religion
in Reformation England are correct, Protestant ess@gainst medieval religion
actually brought new and more terrible superstgitmthe surface. By destroying
the traditional ritual framework for dealing wittaity misfortune and worry, the
Reformation left those who could not find solacatsnmessage- and there were
many- more anxious than before, and especiallyr afge leaders sought by
coercion what they discovered could not be gainegdrsuasion alone.

Protestant "disenchantment” of the world in thisyveacouraged new interest in
witchcraft and occultism. The reason is that thigicus heart and mind denied an
outlet in traditional sacramental magic and pilgrga piety. This compensated for
new Protestant sobriety and simplicity. The Praetetst according to Ozment,
embraced superstitions which are even more soal&hyptive than the religious

practices set aside by the Reformation.

According to Steven E. Ozment, some of the impafctee Reformation are:

a. The Reformation changed the balance of political/groboth locally and
internationally, as it led to the displacement loé tChurch as centre of
political power.

b. Effective displacement of traditional beliefs, grees, and institutions that
had organized daily life and given it security andaning for the greater
part of a millennium.

c. The displacement of traditional beliefs and pragi@s a result of the
Protestant Reformation gave birth to new form opesatitions and
encouraged new form of interest in witchcraft andudtism.

d. Simplification of the religious and enhancementhaf secular life.

As highlighted above, the Protestant Reformatior haplications for the
Catholic Church just as much as it had implicatiforsthe European society as a
whole. The following section will try to examinefafts and methods adopted by
the Church in checking the spread of Protestandisioss Europe.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.1: examine the impact of the reformation on Europe
from Steven Ozment perspectives/

3.2 Reformation and the Roman Catholic Church

This section examines efforts of the Roman Cath@iwurch to check the
challenge posed by Protestant Reformation. The ¢Phuiought against
Protestantism in two fronts, namely political aetigious. In the political front, it
sought the help of the Holy Roman Empire and Spalmle in the religious front,
it made use of the Council of Trent and the Jesiitte Roman Catholic Church
managed to hold ‘faith’ together throughout the tded Ages, despite internal
discord, heretical Movements and conflicts withudac authorities. In the 16th
Century the Protestant Reformation split it ap&ine Reformation was initiated in
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1517 by Martin Luther’'s challenges to official Chhr doctrine and Papal
authority. The Movement spread in Germany, Nortieurope, and other parts of
Europe. By mid-16 Century, a related but different form of Protesitm
initiated in Geneva by John Calvin had become naymamic, dominating the
struggle against Catholic ism in Central Europe jpads of France, Scotland, and
England. Meanwhile, Catholic forces fought backitpally and militarily under
the leadership of the Holy Roman Emperor and Sgaid, religiously through the
Council of Trent and the Jesuits, as mentionedezarl

In line with recent interests in gender issues,réet section of this Chapter will
focus on the role of women during the Reformatibime question that follows is:
“did women play any active or significant role metReformation?”

Salf Assessment Exercise 3.2: is there a connection between the Reformation and
the Roman Catholic Church?

3.3 Gender Perspective of the Reformation: Women in the Refor mation

Introducing a gender dimension to the debate onRa#rmation, Marilyn J.

Boxer and Jean H. Quaraert observed that the §jppates of the Reformation

were men and traditionally focus has been on #taiiggles and their doctrines. In
their book “Connecting Spheres”, they made atteatpaddressing the question
raised by Scholars in recent times concerning thiesr of women in the

Reformation and benefits derived, if any.

Marilyn J. Boxer and Jean H. Quaraert posit thatyidg stereotypes, women in
good measure were instrumental in spreading thesidef the religious

Reformation to the communities, towns, and provsngeEurope after 1517. This,
they argued, was aided by their roles as spousksiathers, which allowed them
to often be the ones to bring the early reform sdeathe families of Europe's
aristocracy and to those of the common people bamrcentres as well. The
British theologian Richard Hooker (1553-1600) tyhig explained the

prominence of women in reform Movements by refeeetactheir nature.” In this
regard, they acted as agents of Reformation du¢héo"eagerness of their
affection," not to their intelligence or ability toake conscious choices.

Women were particularly attracted to the Refornmatlzecause it gave them
opportunities to participate in community and reigs lives as it involves
decentralization of power. Since the message oR#f@rmation, like that of the
earlier religious Movements, meant a looseningiefanchies, it had a particular
appeal to women, as it stressed the individualsgmal relationship with God and
responsibility for his or her behavior. It alsoiaffed the ability of each to find
truth by reading the original Scriptures. Thuspftered a greater role for lay
participation by women (and men) than was possibRRoman Catholicism.

Nevertheless, the Reformation did not markedly dfamm women's place in
society, and the Reformers had never intended sodMarilyn J. Boxer and Jean
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H. Quaraert). Although Reformers called on menwodhen to read the Bible and
participate in religious ceremonies together, thewever reinforced the Pauline
view of woman as weak-minded and sinful ( Ibid).rNMa J. Boxer and Jean H.
Quaraert further observe that when such practiok gomore radical turn in the
direction of lay prophesy, as occurred in some Ref@hurches South-West of
Paris, or in the coming together of women to discwsichristian pieces" as was
recorded in Zwickau, Reformers - Lutheran and Qualaiike- pulled back in
horror.

The radical or Anabaptist brand of reform generaffgred women a more active
role in religious life than did Lutheranism, eveHowing them to preach.
"Admonished to Christian righteousness" by more seovative Protestants,
Anabaptists were charged with holding that "maeiagd whoredom are one and
the same thing."

The response of the magisterial Reformers was unaecpl. The equality of the
Gospel was not to overturn the inequalities of ao@nk or the hierarchies of the
sexual order. As the Frenchman Pierre Viret expli in 1560, appealing to the
old polarities again, the Protestant elect wereakgs Christians and believers- as
man and woman, master and servant, free and sethef, while the Reformation
thus failed to elevate women's status, it depritkedm of the emotionally
sustaining presence of female imagery, of saints @motectors who long had
played a significant role at crucial points in théfe cycles. The Reformers
rejected the special powers of the saints and d@ayegd, for example, Saints
Margaret and Ann, who had been faithful and suaogucompanions for women
in childbirth and in widowhood. With the rejectiaf Mary as well as the saints,
nuns and abbesses, the concept of God the FatBenw@ firmly in place.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.3: Evaluate the implications of the Reformation for
the social and political life of Europe and the @iy with particular focus on
gender

3.4 Impactsof the Reformation on Women
Some of the implications the Reformation had fomea are:

a. It relegated women saintly figures like Saints Mareg and Ann to the
background;

b. It failed to uplift the status of women both in tGaurch and in the society;

c. Although it failed to elevate the status of woménsustains the ideal of
equality of all before God- which provided womerthwimore participation
in both community and religious lives; and

d. It formed the basis for the emergence of radicattdatant Movements,
Anabaptist brand of the reform that promotes memdgr equality between
women and men in the Church.
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It must be stressed here that the Reformation e@fChurch did not merely bring
about religious changes; it also had certain paliimplications. One big political

implication of the Reformation was the weakening tbé Church and the
emergence of territorial sovereign states after signing of the Treaty of

Westphalia in 1648. The signing of this Peace rdmbught the Thirty-Year

Wars among European Kings to an end. In order toagea this new found peace,
European Monarchs extended their continental ipvairtside Europe by seeking
for territories to colonize, thus bringing Europe the age of exploration and
conquest.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.4: list some of the impacts of the reformation on
women in Europe

40 Conclusion

Impact of the reformation manifested in many wa$eme of these included
cultural and social changes directly affecting e of the citizens.

50 Summary

This section looks at the early modern history ofdpe. Four distinct but related
developments or stages were identified from thdystarried out:

1. The renaissance, an era of reawakening or rebiftiGi@co-Roman
civilization that had implications for not just thetellectual thinking of
Europe in the Arts and Literature but also altettesl political thinking of
Europe. It is a discovery of ancient Greek civifiaa.

2. The Reformation, an era of schism and division e tChurch that
witnessed a challenge to Papal authority in thenfof a call for the reform
of the Church by the Protestant Movement undeighdership of notable
Clergies like Martin Luther and John Calvin. Besidthe Protestant
Reformation, there was also the Catholic Refornmattbat aimed at
repositioning the Church through institutional grastoral Reformation so
as to strengthen Catholic dogma Europe-wide. Téligious division was
to later push European Monarchs into the Thirty+Y\@a@r that lasted from
1618 to 1648.

3. Besides being an era of Renaissance and Reformatady modern Europe
was also an era of exploration and conquest. Itsyasholized by a global
guest for territorial expansion outside the conitnef Europe by major
European powers. Consequently, early modern Eucapebe termed an
age of exploration and conquest. It was a perioénvBuropean powers
sought for and conquered territories outside Europe

4. The global quest for territorial expansion outside continent of Europe
was aided by the industrial revolution that emergesda result of the
enlightenment.
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While the renaissance and reformation were extehsmiscussed in this module,
the age of exploration and enlightenment were sibjef discussion under the
module that follows immediately.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. What is your understanding of the early moderngaem the history
of Europe?

2. The era of Reformation is an important period ie thstory of
Christian Europe. Trace how the era began and i@nm
characteristics.

3. Evaluate the Steven Ozment’s standpoint to the nstaleding of
Reformation that took place in early modern Europeatory.

4. Examine the internal factors that influenced the thGlic
Reformation

5. ldentify and discuss the factors that played a noléhe success of
the Reformation.

6. Assess the connection between the Renaissancb@aadé of protestant
reformation in Europe
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MODULE 3
AGE OF DISCOVERY AND THE ENLIGHTENMENT IN EUROPE

UNIT 1 European Exploration and Conquest
CONTENTS
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7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 Introduction

This section of the study provides a historical andlytical overview of Europe
from the age of discovery, which was also termesl d@lge of exploration and
conquest, to the enlightenment. These two oventepperiods were characterized
by scientific discoveries and inroad into new lanttiswas a period of huge
intellectual leap and at the same time a periodg@dgraphical expansion of
Europe to other continents of the globe.

In the 18" Century, Portugal led the way in geographical esgiion along the

coast of Africa in search for a maritime route ndif, followed by Spain near the
close of the 18 Century; dividing their exploration of world acdimg to the

Treaty of Tordesillas of 1494. They (Portugal apai8) were the first states to set
up colonies in America and trading posts (factgra#sng the shores of Africa and
Asia, establishing the first direct European dipddic contacts with South East
Asian states in 1511, China in 1513 and Japan4r2.1%, 1552, Russian Tsar lvan
the Terrible conquered two major Tatar khanatezakaand Astrakhan, and the
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Yermak's voyage of 1580 led to the annexation dfe8a into Russia. Oceanic
explorations were soon followed by France, England the Netherlands, who
explored the Portuguese and Spanish trade routeshi@ Pacific Ocean, reaching
Australia in 1606 and New Zealand in 1642 (MacKhid®76).

This colonial expansion was to continue in thedwihg Centuries. Spain had
control of a large part of North America, all off@&al America and a great part of
South America, the Caribbean and the Philippinestaid took the whole of
Australia and New Zealand, most of India, and lapgets of Africa and North
America; France held parts of Canada and Indiarijne@dl of which was lost to
Britain in 1763), Indochina, large parts of Afrieamd Caribbean islands; the
Netherlands gained the East Indies (now Indonesid)islands in the Caribbean;
Portugal obtained Brazil and several territoriesAiflica and Asia; and later,
powers such as Germany, Belgium, Italy and Russtuieed further colonies.
This expansion helped the economies of these Earopexplorers. Trade
flourished, because of the minor stability of Thagtre s. The European countries
fought wars that were largely paid for by the monegning in from the colonies.

It must be emphasized that exploration and congqfesterseas territories and the
attendant prosperity that European economies edjaygs largely motivated by
the Industrial Revolution of Europe, which was litsa brainchild of the
enlightenment. Enlightenment thinking gave bidhthe rise to prominence of
Science, and Scientific discoveries served as thgine of the Industrial
Revolution of European societies. With this Rewviolit powerful steam ships
were manufactured to facilitate exploration aci@dt of European states. In
addition, more sophisticated weapons of warfareevpeoduce to aid conquest and
territorial expansion.

2.0 Objectives
Objectives of the section are, to:

» evaluate the origin of European age of exploration
» examine the various factors that contributed toBbepean Exploration

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Origin of European Exploration
Medieval Origin of the Age of Discovery

The prelude to the Age of Exploration was a sedéfuropean expeditions
crossing Eurasia by land in the late Middle Age#hdugh the Mongols had
threatened Europe with pillage and destruction, dbbrstates also unified much
of Eurasia and, from 1206 on, tikax Mongolicaallowed safe trade routes and
communication lines stretching from the Middle EmsChina (De Lamar, 1992;
Abu-Lughod, 1991). A series of Europeans took ath@e of these to explore
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eastwards. Most were ltalians, as trade betweeopguand the Middle East was
controlled mainly by the Maritime Republics. Thesg Italian links to the Levant
raised great curiosity and commercial interestoantries which lay further east.

Christian embassies were sent as far as Karakomimgdthe Mongol invasions of
Syria, from which they gained understanding ofwloeld. De Lamar (1992) notes
that the first of these travelers was Giovanni @a® Carpini, dispatched by Pope
Innocent IV to the Great Khan, who journeyed to ol and back from 1241 to
1247. About the same time, Russian prince Yarosia¥adimir and subsequently
his sons Alexander Nevsky and Andrey Il of Vladirmaveled to the Mongolian
capital. Though having strong political implicatgriheir journeys left no detailed
accounts. However, Mancall (2006) observes thatrotravelers followed, like
French André de Longjumeau and Flemish William afoRick, who reached
China through Central Asia. The most famous trayélewever, was Marco Polo.
This Venetian merchant dictated an account of jeysnthroughout Asia from
1271 to 1295, describing being a guest at the Yyamasty court of Kublai Khan
in Travels and it was read throughout Europe (Mancall, 2006)

In 1291, in a first Atlantic exploration attempt.erohant brothers Vadino and
Ugolino Vivaldi sailed from Genoa with two galleymit disappeared off the
Moroccan coast, feeding the fears of oceanic trévalry, 2006; Diffie, 1977).
From 1325 to 1354, a Moroccan scholar from Tandien, Battuta, journeyed
from North Africa, Southern Europe, the Middle Eastd Asia, having reached
China. Dunn (2004) notes that after return, heatlct an account of his journeys
to a scholar he met in Granada, Ridla ("The Journey"), the unheralded source
on his adventures. Between 1357-71 a book of s@gpwavels compiled by John
Mandeville acquired extraordinary popularity. Maih¢a999) posits that despite
the extremely unreliable and often fantastical retf its accounts it was used as
a reference for the East, Egypt, and the Levagemeral, asserting the old belief
that Jerusalem was the center of the world.

By 1400 a Latin translation of Ptolemy's Geograpi@ached Italy coming from
Constantinople. In the opinion of Arnold (2002)ethediscovery of Roman
geographic knowledge was a revelation, althoughfeeting the idea that the
Indian Ocean was landlocked. Following the periddTonurid relations with
Europe, in 1439 Niccolo Da Conti published an aotai his travels as a Muslim
merchant to India and Southeast Asia and, latddB6-1472, Russian merchant
Afanasy Nikitin of Tver travelled to India, whichehdescribed in his book
Journey Beyond the Three Seas

These overland journeys had little immediate effethe Mongol Empire
collapsed almost as quickly as it formed and sbernroute to the east became far
more difficult and dangerous. De Lamar contendstti@ Black Death of the 14th
century also blocked travel and trade. The risghef Ottoman Empire further
limited the possibilities of European overland &ad
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Self Assessment Exercise 3.1: what do you understand by the European
Exploration and Conquest?

3.2  Chinese Contribution to Exploration and Congues

In 1368, after the overthrow of the Yuan Dynastye Mongols lost most of China
to the rebel Ming Dynasty. The Chinese had widenections through trade in
Asia and had been sailing to Arabia, East Africad &gypt since the Tang
Dynasty (AD 618-907). Arnold points out that betweel05 and 1421 the third
Ming emperor Yongle sponsored a series of long eanigputary missions in the
Indian Ocean under the command of admiral Zhen¢Gteng Ho).

A large fleet of new junk ships was prepared fagsth international diplomatic
expeditions. At least seven well-documented expedit were launched, each
bigger and more expensive than the last. Tamur@7)1fdicates that the fleets
visited Arabia, East Africa, India, Malay Archipgta and Thailand (at the time
called Siam), exchanging goods along the way. Tpesented gifts of gold,
silver, porcelain and silk; in return, received Isumvelties as ostriches, zebras,
camels, ivory and giraffes (Cromer, 1995; Tsai,20@/fter the emperor's death,
Zheng He led a final expedition departing from Nagkin 1431 and returning to
Beijing in 1433. It is very likely that this lastxgedition reached as far as
Madagascar. According to Mancall (2006) the travedse reported by Ma Huan,
a Muslim voyager and translator who accompaniedy4ée on three of the seven
expeditions, his account published as "Ying-Yair&kam" (Overall Survey of
the Ocean's Shores) (1433).

These long distance journeys were not followedaspthe Chinese Ming dynasty
retreated in thehaijin, a policy of isolationism, having limited maritinteade.
Mancall further notes that travels were halted ptiyuafter the emperor's death, as
the Chinese lost interest in what they termed babdands turning inward, and
successor emperors felt the expeditions were hatmtihe Chinese state; Hongxi
Emperor ended further expeditions and Xuande Emprppressed much of the
information about Zheng He's voyages.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.2:  evaluate the role of the Chinese in Exploration
and Conquest.

3.3 Exploration and the Atlantic Ocean

From the 8th century until the 15th century, thepit#ic of Venice and
neighboring maritime republics held the monopolyEafropean trade with the
Middle East. The silk and spice trade, involvingcsep, incense, herbs, drugs and
opium, made these Mediterranean city-states phemaligerich. Burns (2001)
observes that spices were among the most expeasivelemanded products of
the Middle Ages, used in medieval medicine, religiorituals, cosmetics,
perfumery, as well as food additives and presergati They were all imported
from Asia and Africa. Muslim traders—mainly descants of Arab sailors from
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Yemen and Oman—dominated maritime routes througltloétIndian Ocean,

tapping source regions in the Far East and shipfongrading emporiums in

India, mainly Kozhikode, westward to Ormus in PansGulf and Jeddah in the
Red Sea. From there, overland routes led to theitbteahean coasts. Venetian
merchants distributed then the goods through Euvopiéthe rise of the Ottoman

Empire that eventually led to the fall of Constaaple in 1453, barring Europeans
from important combined-land-sea routes.

Spufford (1989) contends that forced to reducertheiivities in the Black Sea,
and at war with Venice, the Genoese had turnedomhNAfrican trade of wheat,
olive oil (valued also as energy source) and acbefar silver and gold. Europeans
had a constant deficit in silver and gold, as amily went one way: out, spent on
eastern trade that was now cut off. He further olesethat several European
mines were exhausted, the lack of bullion leadinthe development of a complex
banking system to manage the risks in trade (timg fiest state bankBanco di
San Giorgig was founded in 1407 at Genoa) (ibid). Abu-Lugli®@91) discovers
that sailing also into the ports of Bruges (Flasyleand England, Genoese
communities established then in Portugal, who pedffrom their enterprise and
financial expertise.

For the first oceanic exploration Western Europearsed the compass,
progressive new advances in cartography and astrpnérab navigation tools
like the astrolabe and quadrant were used for t@lesvigation. European sailing
had been primarily close to land cabotage, guideddstolan charts. These charts
specified proven ocean routes guided by coastdihanks: sailors departed from
a known point, followed a compass heading, and tiaeidentify their location by
its landmarks (Parry, 1991).

Fuat Sezgin has argued that Muslim seafarers leadhed the Americas by 1420,
citing as evidence the inscription on a map andfdloethat the high longitudinal
precision of early maps of the Americas would naveh been attainable using
Western navigational technology (Fuat Sezgin, 2006)

Self Assessment Exer cise 3.3: what was the significance of the Atlantic ocean to
the European age of Exploration?

4.0 Conclusion

It must be emphasized that exploration and congqfesterseas territories and the
attendant prosperity that European economies eajoygs largely motivated by
the Industrial Revolution of Europe, which was litsa brainchild of the
enlightenment.

5.0 Summary

The age of Exploration and Conquest was an eraotdn@l expansion of
European powers beyond the borders of Europe. dtlamely facilitated by the
industrial revolution in Europe in the t@&nd 19 centuries. The chapter provides
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an historical background of exploration and conguwkging back to medieval
expedition of Eurasia in the Middle Ages.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. Give an account of the medieval origin of the adgeexploration and
conquest

2. There is a link between the age of discovery amtlistrial revolution of
European societies. Give a detailed explanation toe symbiotic
relationship.

3. Evaluate the roles of the Chinese in medieval eafilen and conquest
4. How important were the Portuguese to the age cbeery

5. The age of exploration and conquest was largelyeaog of colonial
expansion for European powers. How much do you eagmgh this
assertion? Explain
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7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 Introduction

In 1297, according to Diffie (1977), with the recmiista completed, king Dinis of
Portugal took personal interest in exports and3h7lhe made an agreement with
Genoese merchant sailor Manuel Pessanha (Pesagppdinting him first
Admiral of the Portuguese navy, with the goal ofedeling the country against
Muslim pirate raids. Newitt (2005) discovers thatlyeaks of bubonic plague led
to severe depopulation in the second half of thté géntury: only the sea offered
alternatives, with most population settling in figh and trading coastal areas.
Diffie (1960) also notes that between 1325-1357 nato IV of Portugal
encouraged maritime commerce and ordered the dikplorations. The Canary
Islands, already known to Genoese, were claimedffasally discovered under
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patronage of the Portuguese but in 1344 Castilputksl them, expanding their
rivalry into the sea (Butel, 1999; Diffie, 1977h 1415, Ceuta was conquered by
the Portuguese aiming to control navigation of &fgcan coast. Young prince
Henry the Navigator was there and became awarerddit possibilities in the
Trans-Saharan trade routes. For centuries slavg@ddrade routes linking West
Africa with the Mediterranean passed over the WasEahara Desert, controlled
by hostile Muslim states of North Africa.

De Lamar (1992) opines that Henry wished to know lfier Muslim territories in
Africa extended, hoping to bypass it and tradectlyewith West Africa by sea.
Moreover, according to Anderson (2000), he alsceddp find allies in legendary
Christian lands to the south like the long-lost i€tian kingdom of Prester John
and to probe whether it was possible to reachidee$ by sea, the source of the
lucrative spice trade. He invested in sponsoringages down the coast of
Mauritania, gathering a group of merchants, shipmwnand stakeholders
interested in new sea lanes. Soon the Atlantimaéslaof Madeira (1419) and
Azores (1427) were reached. In particular, theyewdiscovered by voyages
launched by the command of Prince Henry the Nagrgdthe expedition leader
himself, who established settlements on the islafidMadeira, was Joao
Goncalves Zarco.

Locke (1824) avers that at the time, Europeansndidknow what lay beyond
Cape Non (Cape Chaunar) on the African coast, dmether it was possible to
return once it was crossed. Nautical myths warriezteanic monsters or an edge
of the world, but Prince Henry's navigation chajjed such beliefs: starting in
1421, systematic sailing overcame it, reachingdifiecult Cape Bojador that in
1434 one of Prince Henry's captains, Gil Eanesg]lfirpassed.

A major advance was the introduction of the caranehe mid-15th century, a
small ship able to sail windward more than any otime Europe at the time.
Evolved from fishing ships designs, they were in& that could leave the coastal
cabotage navigation and sail safely on the opeanfid. For celestial navigation
Portuguese used the Ephemerides, which have erpede remarkable diffusion
in the 15th century. They were astronomical chpttdting the location of the
stars over a distinct period of time. Published 496 by the Jewish astronomer,
astrologer, and mathematician Abraham Zacuto, tHemahAach Perpetuum
included some of these tables for the movementsstafs. These tables
revolutionized navigation, allowing to calculatetitizde. Exact longitude,
however, remained elusive, and mariners struggledetermine it for centuries.
According to Russell-Wood (1994), using the carawsistematic exploration
continued ever more southerly, advancing on aveomgedegree a year. Senegal
and Cape Verde Peninsula were reached in 1445nabddi6, Anténio Fernandes
pushed on almost as far as present-day Sierra Leone

In 1453 the fall of Constantinople to the handshe Ottomans was a blow to
Christianity and the established business relatiorlang with the east. Daus
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(1983) discovers that in 1455 Pope Nicholas V idsine bull Romanus Pontifex
reinforcing previouDum Diversag1452), granting all lands and seas discovered
beyond Cape Bojador to king Afonso V of Portugal &is successors, as well as
trade and conquest against Muslims and paganstimg amare clausunpolicy

in the Atlantic. Bagrow (1964) suggests that thegkiwho had been inquiring
Genoese experts about a seaway to India, commessitdre Fra Mauro world
map, which arrived in Lisbon in 1459.

In 1456 Diogo Gomes reached the Cape Verde arcgpellin the next decade
several captains at the service of Prince Henngluding the Genoese Antonio da
Noli and Venetian Alvise Cadamosto - discovered riimaining islands which

were occupied still during the 15th century. Thdf@t Guinea would be reached
in the 1460s's.

20 Objectives

This unit will among other things look at:

» the various actors in the age of exploration;
* the impacts of the age of Exploration on the Euampeconomy;
» the global implications of the Exploration.

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Portuguese Exploration after Prince Henry

In 1460 Pedro de Sintra reached Sierra Leone. @titenry died in November
that year after which, given the meager revenugplogtion was granted to
Lisbon merchant Ferndo Gomes in 1469, who in exghdar the monopoly of
trade in the Gulf of Guinea had to explore 100 sédach year for five years. With
his sponsorship, explorers Jodo de Santarém, Hesitrobar, Lopo Gongalves,
Ferndo do PG, and Pedro de Sintra made it evembetye hired. They reached
the southern Hemisphere and the islands of the Gfulbuinea, including Sao
Tomé and Principe and Elmina on the Gold Coast4rll In the Southern
hemisphere, they used the Southern Cross as #remek for celestial navigation.

There, a thriving alluvial gold trade was found aimdhe natives and Arab and
Berber traders and in 1481, the recently crowneib Jb decided to build S&o
Jorge da Mina factory. In 1482 the Congo River egslored by Diogo C&o, who
in 1486 continued to Cape Cross (modern Namibia).

The next crucial breakthrough was in 1488, whentdameu Dias rounded the
southern tip of Africa, which he named "Cape ofr8i®' (Cabo das Tormentas),
anchoring at Mosselbay and then sailing east agsféine mouth of the Great Fish
River, proving that the Indian Ocean was accessilotan the Atlantic.

Simultaneously Péro da Covilha, sent out travediegretly overland, had reached
Ethiopia having collected important information abohe Red Sea and Quenia
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coast, suggesting that a sea route to the Indiegdwsmon be forthcoming. Soon
the cape was renamed by king John Il of Portugajp&of Good Hope" (Cabo da
Boa Esperanca), because of the great optimism degeth by the possibility of a
sea route to India, proving false the view that bated since Ptolemy that the
Indian Ocean was land-locked.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.1: examine the role of the Portuguese to the
exploration after Prince Henry

3.2 Columbus and the "West Indies"

Portugal's neighbouring fellow Iberian rival, Csthad begun to establish its rule
over the Canary Islands, located off the west Aficoast, in 1402, but then
became distracted by internal Iberian politics drerepelling of Islamic invasion
attempts and raids through most of the 15th centOnly late in the century,
following the unification of the crowns of Castded Aragon and the completion
of thereconquistadid an emerging modern Spain become fully coneaitb the
search for new trade routes overseas. The Crovdmagion had been an important
maritime potentate in the Mediterranean, contrglitarritories in eastern Spain,
southwestern France, major islands like Sicily, tslahnd the Kingdom of Naples
and Sardinia, with mainland possessions as farrasd®. In 1492 the joint rulers
conquered the Moorish kingdom of Granada, which baen providing Castile
with African goods through tribute, and decidedfuad Christopher Columbus'
expedition in the hope of bypassing Portugal's mohoon west African sea
routes, to reach "the Indies" (east and south Abia)travelling west. Twice
before, in 1485 and 1488, Columbus had presentgribject to king John Il of
Portugal, who rejected it.

On the evening of 3 August 1492, Columbus depdrma Palos de la Frontera
with three ships; one larger carracBanta Maria nicknamedGallega (the
Galician), and two smaller caravel®inta (the Painte)l and Santa Clara
nicknamedNifia. Columbus first sailed to the Canary Islands, whes restocked
for what turned out to be a five-week voyage actbssocean, crossing a section
of the Atlantic that became known as the Sargasso S

Land was sighted on 12 October 1492, and Columhblisdcthe island (now The
Bahamas)San Salvadqrin what he thought to be the "West Indies". Cdhus
also explored the northeast coast of Cuba (landeZBoOctober) and the northern
coast of Hispaniola, by 5 December. He was recebgdhe native cacique
Guacanagari, who gave him permission to leave s@rhes men behind.

Maclean (2008) observes that Columbus left 39 nmehfaunded the settlement of
La Navidadin what is now present-day Haiti. Before returnittg Spain, he
kidnapped some ten to twenty-five natives and thekn back with him. He notes
further that only seven or eight of the natinelians arrived in Spain alive, but
they made quite an impression on Seville (ibid).
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On the return, a storm forced him to dock in Lisbon 4 March 1493. After a

week in Portugal, he set sail for Spain, enterivgharbour of Palos on 15 March
1493. Word of his "discovery" of new lands rapidigread throughout Europe.
Columbus and other Spanish explorers were initigliyappointed with their

discoveries—unlike Africa or Asia the Caribbeammlers had little to trade with
the Spanish ships. The islands thus became the fifarolonization efforts. It was

not until the continent itself was explored thatalBpfound the wealth it had

sought.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.2: what was the place of Columbus in the Portuguese
exploration?

3.3 Treaty of Tordesillas (1494)

According to De Lamar (1992), shortly after Colurebarrival from the "West
Indies”, a division of influence became necessaryavoid conflict between
Spanish and Portuguese. On 4 May 1493, two morites @olumbus arrival, the
Catholic Monarchs got a bullnger caetera from Pope Alexander VI stating that
all lands west and south of a pole-to-pole line Edyjues west and south of the
Azores or the Cape Verde Islands should belongtorsand, later, all mainlands
and islands then belonging to India. It did not tr@nPortugal, which could not
claim newly discovered lands east of the line.

King John Il of Portugal was not pleased with theagement, feeling that it gave
him far too little land—preventing him from reacbifndia, his main goal.
Davenport (1917) notes that he then negotiatecttijravith King Ferdinand and
Queen lIsabella of Spain to move the line westwallg him to claim newly
discovered lands east of it.

An agreement was reached in 1494, with the Trehifloodesillas that "divided"
the world between the two powers. In this treatg #ortuguese "received"
everything outside of Europe east of a line that2@0 leagues west of the Cape
Verde islands (already Portuguese), and the islalistsovered by Christopher
Columbus on his first voyage (claimed for Spair@dmed in the treaty as Cipangu
and Antilia (Cuba and Hispaniola), this gave themntml over Africa, Asia and
eastern South America (Brazil). The Spanish receexgerything west of this line,
territory that was still almost completely unknovand proved to be mostly the
western part of the American continent plus thaflta®cean islands.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.3: what was the significance of the Treaty of
Tordesillas (1494)?

3.4 Rolesof the Spanish in the Age of Discovery

Rumors of undiscovered islands northwest of Hispanhad reached Spain by
1511 and king Ferdinand Il of Aragon was interesiedforestalling further
exploration. While Portuguese were making huge ggainthe Indian Ocean, the
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Spanish invested in exploring inland in searchaéi@nd valuable resources. The
members of these expeditions, the "conquistadarafne from a variety of
backgrounds including artisans, merchants, cldegpger nobility and freed slaves.
They usually supplied their own equipment in exd®ifor a share in profits,
having no direct connection with the royal armydaoften no professional
military training or experience.

In the Americas the Spanish found a number of esspihat were as large and
populous as those in Europe. However, small bodlie®nquistadorswith large
armies of indigenous Americans groups, manageanouer these states. During
this time, pandemics of European disease such adlpem devastated the
indigenous populations. Once Spanish sovereignty esablished, the Spanish
focused on the extraction and export of gold ahesi

In 1512, to reward Juan Ponce de Leon for exploRogrto Rico in 1508, king
Ferdinand urged him to seek these new lands. Asatetl by Lawson (200), he
would become governor of discovered lands, but veadinance himself all
exploration. With three ships and about 200 memnLget out from Puerto Rico
on March 1513. In April they sighted land and nantelda Florida—because it
was Easter (Florida) season—»believing it was anil becoming credited as the
first European to land in the continent. Lawsonesofurther that the arrival
location has been disputed between St. Augustioacd® de Leodn Inlet and
Melbourne Beach (ibid). An account by Weddle (198Bpws that they headed
south for further exploration and on April 8 enctared a current so strong that it
pushed them backwards: this was the first encouniir the Gulf Stream that
would soon become the primary route for eastbournssleaving the Spanish
Indies bound for Europe. They explored down thestoeaching Biscayne Bay,
Dry Tortugas and then sailing southwest in an gitetm circle Cuba to return,
reaching Grand Bahama on July.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.4: account for the role of the Spanish in the European
Exploration.

3.5 Northern Europeinvolvement in the Exploration

Nations outside Iberia refused to acknowledge tresafly of Tordesillas. France,
the Netherlands and England each had a long maritradition and had been
engaging in privateering. Despite Iberian protewiothe new technologies and
maps soon made their way north.

In 1568 the Dutch rebelled against the rule of ipHil of Spain leading to the
Eighty Years' War. War between England and Spaia latoke out. In 1580 Philip
Il became King of Portugal, as rightful heir to tGeown. The combined empires
were simply too big to go unchallenged by Europeazads.

Philip's troops conquered the important tradingesitof Bruges and Ghent.
Antwerp, then the most important port in the woftll| in 1585. In Boxer (1977),
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it could be discovered that Protestant populati@s \given two years to settle
affairs before leaving the city. Many settled in sterdam. Those were mainly
skilled craftsmen, rich merchants of the port si@d refugees that fled religious
persecution, particularly Sephardi Jews from P@itiand Spain and, later, the
Huguenots from France. The Pilgrim Fathers alsotsp@e there before going to
the New World. This mass immigration was an impartariving force: a small
port in 1585, Amsterdam quickly transformed intoeoof the most important
commercial centers in the world. After the defelathe Spanish Armada in 1588
there was a huge expansion of maritime trade.

The emergence of Dutch maritime power was swift egrarkable: for years
Dutch sailors had participated in Portuguese vaydgehe east, as able seafarers
and keen mapmakers. In 1592, Cornelis de Houtmansesmat by Dutch merchants
to Lisbon, to gather as much information as he @¢@ldout the Spice Islands. In
1595, merchant and explorer Jan Huyghen van Lirisahdaving traveled widely
in the Indian Ocean at the service of the Portugupsblished a travel report in
Amsterdam, the"Reys-gheschrift vande navigatien der Portugaloysen
Orienten" ("Report of a journey through the navigations of Batuguese in the
East') (Linschoten, 1598). This included vast directioms how to navigate
between Portugal and the East Indies and to Jafisat. same year Houtman
followed this directions in the Dutch first expltwey travel that discovered a new
sea route, sailing directly from Madagascar to @ui&drait in Indonesia and
signing a treaty with the Banten Sultan.

Dutch and British interest fed on new informatioed Ito a movement of
commercial expansion, and the foundation of Eng{ilsd00), and Dutch (1602)
chartered companies. Dutch, French, and English s@ps which flouted the
Portuguese monopoly, concentrated mostly on thetabareas, which proved
unable to defend such a vast and dispersed vefi@axer, 1969).

Self Assessment Exercise 3.5: how would you account for the contribution of
Northern Europe to the Exploration?

3.6 Impactsof the Exploration on the European Economy

As a wider variety of global luxury commodities ergd the European markets by
sea, previous European markets for luxury goodgnstad. The Atlantic trade

largely supplanted pre-existing Italian and Gernta@ding powers which had

relied on their Baltic, Russian and Islamic trakidd. The new commodities also
caused social change, as sugar, spices, silks lndware entered the luxury
markets of Europe.

The European economic center shifted from the Medihean to Western Europe.
The city of Antwerp, part of the Duchy of Brababgcame "the center of the
entireinternational economy (Braudel, 1985), and theast city in Europe at this
time (Dunton, 1896). Centered in Antwerp first ahén in Amsterdam, "Dutch
Golden Age" was tightly linked to the Age of Disewy. Francesco Guicciardini,
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a Venetian envoy, stated that hundreds of shipddyoass Antwerp in a day, and
2,000 carts entered the city each week. Portugsieps laden with pepper and
cinnamon would unload their cargo. With many foreigerchants resident in the
city and governed by an oligarchy of banker-arisits forbidden to engage in
trade, the economy of Antwerp was foreigner-cotehlwhich made the city very
international, with merchants and traders from ¥YenRagusa, Spain and Portugal
and a policy of toleration, which attracted a lagygehodox Jewish community.
The city experienced three booms during its goldga, the first based on the
pepper market, a second launched by American siwaning from Seville
(ending with the bankruptcy of Spain in 1557), anthird boom, after the Treaty
of Cateau-Cambresis, in 1559, based on the textitesstry.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.6: evaluate the importance of the Exploration to the
European economy.

3.7 Global Impacts of the European Exploration

European overseas expansion, from the account giydnayne (2009), led to the

contact between the Old and New Worlds producireg @lumbian Exchange,

named after Columbus. It involved the transfer @bds unique to one hemisphere
to another. Europeans brought cattle, horses, hadpsto the New World and

from the New World Europeans received tobacco,tpetaand maize. Other items
becoming important in global trade were the sugecand cotton crops of the

Americas, and the gold and silver brought from Ameericas not only to Europe

but elsewhere in the Old World.

The new trans-oceanic links and their dominatiorth®ey European powers led to
the Age of Imperialism, where European colonial pmssvcame to control most of
the planet. The European appetite for trade, contraed empire and slaves
greatly affected many other areas of the world. irBpaarticipated in the
destruction of aggressive empires in America, dolgubstitute for its own and
forcibly replaced the original religions. The patteof territorial aggression was
repeated by other European empires, most notabliptlich, Russian, French and
British. New religions replaced older "pagan” rlsjaas were new languages,
political and sexual cultures, and in some areles North America, Australia,
New Zealand and Argentina, the indigenous peoplkesvabused and driven off
most of their lands, being reduced to small, depenhahinorities.

New crops that had come to Asia from the Ameridagive Spanish colonizers in
the 16th century contributed to the Asia's popafratirowth. Although the bulk of
imports to China were silver, the Chinese also Ipased New World crops from
the Spanish Empire. This included sweet potato@zenand peanuts, foods that
could be cultivated in lands where traditional @&se staple crops—wheat, millet,
and rice—could not grow, hence facilitating a rieethe population of China.
Study by Gernet (1972) indicates that, in the SDygasty (960-1279), rice had
become the major staple crop of the poor; aftereswetatoes were introduced to
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China around 1560, it gradually became the tragdtidood of the lower classes
(Crosby, 1972).

The arrival of the Portuguese to Japan in 154%ated the Nanban trade period,
with the Japanese adopting several technologiescatidral practices, like the

arquebus, European-style cuirasses, European <SDipsstianity, decorative art,

and language. After the Chinese had banned diradetby Chinese merchants
with Japan, the Portuguese filled this commerciatwm as intermediaries
between China and Japan. The Portuguese boughéegehsilk and sold it to the
Japanese in return for Japanese-mined silver; sihaa was more highly valued

in China, the Portuguese could then use Japangse ® buy even larger stocks
of Chinese silk (Spence, 1999). However, accortingrook (1998), by 1573—

after the Spanish established a trading base in ilddathe Portuguese

intermediary trade was trumped by the prime soofc@coming silver to China

from the Spanish Americas.

Italian Jesuit Matteo Ricci (1552-1610), was thetfEuropean allowed into the
Forbidden City, taught the Chinese how to constanct play the spinet, translated
Chinese texts into Latin and vice versa, and workkdely with his Chinese

associate Xu Guangqi (1562—-1633) on mathematicet.wo

Self Assessment Exercise 3.7: give an assessment of the global impact of the
European Exploration.

4.0 Conclusion

Without doubt, the Portuguese dominated and setpdwe for the European
exploration and discovery era. A major advance l# Portuguese was the
introduction of the caravel in the mid-15th centuay small ship able to salil

windward more than any other in Europe at the tiEhmlved from fishing ships

designs, they were the first that could leave thastal cabotage navigation and
sail safely on the open Atlantic.

5.0 Summary

This section of the volume is focused majorly oa tlominance of the Portuguese
in the European exploration and conquest. It shibasthe Portuguese alongside
the Spanish form the core and root of the Euromeguioration. The section also
reveals that the European exploration had bothfasmide and global impacts.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1. Explain the global impacts of the exploration iraile

2. What would you say is the significance of the afeexploration to the
economy of Europe?

3. Outline the relevance of Columbus to the Europeguhoeation
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4. Discuss the roles of the Portuguese in the agesobdery

5. What is the significance of the Treaty of Tordesl(1494) to the age of
exploration
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I ntroduction

The Enlightenment is the period noted for the a$enodern Science and the
application of its findings to technological impeovents, which culminated in the
Industrial Revolution in Europe.

2.0

Objectives

The fundamental objective of this study is to idfgnsome of the distinctive
features of the Enlightenment. These features declu

a.

b.
C.

o

The rise of Science and application of Scientificlings for technological
improvement;

The decline of Feudalism;

The rise of capitalism in Western Europe under éhenomic theory of
Mercantilism;

The expansion of colonial frontiers; and

Expansion of European economies as a result ohi@lexpansion.
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3.0 Main Content
3.1 TheEnlightenment

Throughout the early part of this period, capitali§hrough Mercantilism) was
replacing Feudalism as the principal form of ecomoonganization, at least in the
Western half of Europe. The expanding colonial fiems resulted in a
Commercial Revolution. The Iberian states (Spaid &ortugal) were able to
dominate New World (American) colonial activity the 16th Century but were
increasingly challenged by British, French, andghert-lived Dutch and Swedish
colonial efforts of the 17th and 18th CenturieswiNerms of trade and expanding
horizons made new forms of government, law and @tics necessary.

The Enlightenment did not only serve as the matwator the industrialization of
Europe, it also altered and reshaped the intebédttistory of Europe. To a good
extent, political ideas developed during the Erbgiment provided the
ideological background for the French Revolutiorr Fexample, the idea of
popular sovereignty as developed by Baron de Mgnies, together with the
contributions of others like Jean Jacques Rousséali Locke and Thomas
Hobbes motivated the rejection of absolutism asne@sed in the French
Revolution of 1789. In this sense, it could be adyuhat the Enlightenment
brought about Industrial Revolution as well as fdi Revolution of the
European society. From the foregoing, the mostblasiimpacts of the
Enlightenment include:

a. Industrial Revolution of European society, whichsw@a later had great
bearing on colonialism and European overseas expans
b. Political Revolution, which resulted in French Rktion of 1789.

In view of the background provided above, the mpidstion to ask is: what really
is the enlightenment? Or to put it in another wagw do we interpret the concept
of enlightenment? Attempts will be made in the isecthat follows to answer this
definitional question.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.1: what do you understand by the Enlightenment?
3.2 What isthe Enlightenment?

The Age of Enlightenment (or simply the Enlightemes the era in Western
philosophy, intellectual, scientific and culturafe| centered upon the 18th
century, in which reason was advocated as the pyis@urce for legitimacy and
authority. It is also known as the Age of Reasame TEnlightenment" was not a
single movement or school of thought, for thesdogbphies were often mutually
contradictory or divergent. The Enlightenment wessla set of ideas than it was a
set of values. At its core was a critical questignbf traditional institutions,
customs, and morals, and a strong belief in ralilgrand science. Thus, there was
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still a considerable degree of similarity betweempeting philosophies. Some
historians also include the late 17th century asqdahe Enlightenment.

From literature, the term enlightenment can be e@wr interpreted from two
perspectives, namely intellectual perspective atbscultural perspective.

Intellectual Perspective

From the intellectual perspective, the term "Ertggiment” came into use in
English during the mid-18th century, with partiqulaeference to French
philosophy, as the equivalent of a term then in lmp&Serman writersZeitalter
der Aufklarung signifying officially the philosophical outlookf the 18th century.
However, the German terAwufklarungwas not merely applied retrospectively; it
was already the common term by 1784, when Immaikait published his
influential essayAnswering the Question: What Is Enlightenment?

According to Kant, The Enlightenment was "Mankinfirel coming of age, the

emancipation of the human consciousness from anatom@ state of ignorance
and error." This thesis of the liberation of therfain mind from the dogmatic state
of ignorance that was prevalent at the time is épgome of what the age of
enlightenment was trying to capture.

Socio-cultural Perspective

In opposition to the intellectual historiographiegproach of the Enlightenment,
which examines the various currents, or discouasentellectual thought within

the European context during the 17th and 18th cestuthe cultural (or social)
approach examines the changes that occurred inpBanosociety and culture.
Under this approach, the Enlightenment is less leeatmn of thought than a
process of changing sociabilities and cultural ficas — both the “content” and
the processes by which this content was spreadaavamportant. Roger Chartier
describes it as follows:

This movement [from the intellectual to the cultisacial] implies casting doubt
on two ideas: first, that practices can be deddiced the discourses that authorize
or justify them; second, that it is possible tm#ilate into the terms of an explicit
ideology the latent meaning of social mechanisnte(ter, 1991).

Self Assessment Exercise 3.2: evaluate the different possible perspective in the
conceptualization of the Enlightenment.

3.3 Impactsof the Enlightenment
Historian Peter Gay asserts the Enlightenment btbi@mugh "the sacred circle,”
whose dogma had circumscribed thinking (Gay, 198b& Sacred Circle is a term

used by Peter Gay to describe the interdependdatioreship between the
hereditary aristocracy, the leaders of the churth the text of the Bible. This
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interrelationship manifests itself as kings invakitne doctrine "Divine Right of
Kings" to rule. Thus church sanctioned the rulehef king and the king defended
the church in return.

The Enlightenment is held to be the source ofaaitideas, such as the centrality
of freedom, democracy, and reason as primary valfissciety. This view argues
that the establishment of a contractual basis giitsi would lead to the market
mechanism and capitalism, the scientific methodigioeis tolerance, and the
organization of states into self-governing repubticrough democratic means. In
this view, the tendency of thghilosophesin particular to apply rationality to
every problem is considered the essential change.

No brief summary can do justice to the diversityeafightened thought in 18th-
century Europe. Because it was a value systemrrdiha a set of shared beliefs,
there are many contradictory trains to follow. Iis llamous essay "What is
Enlightenment?" (1784), Immanuel Kant describedimply as freedom to use
one's own intelligence. More broadly, the Enligimemt period is marked by
increasing empiricism, scientific rigor, and redocism, along with increasing
guestioning of religious orthodoxy.

According to Luther (1997), a variety of 19th-ceytumovements, including
liberalism and neo-classicism, traced their intgllal heritage back to the
Enlightenment.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.3: evaluate the importance of the Enlightenment to
the intellectual development of Europe

34 Historical Background of the Enlightenment

Enlightenment historiography began in the periocgelft from what
"Enlightenment figures" said about their work. Andoant element was the
intellectual angle they took. D'AlemberPseliminary Discourse of I'Encyclopédie
provides a history of the Enlightenment which coisgs a chronological list of
developments in the realm of knowledge — of whiohEncyclopédigforms the
pinnacle. A more philosophical example of this wlas 1783 essay contest (in
itself an activity typical of the Enlightenment)resunced by the Berlin newspaper
Berlinische Monatsschrift which asked that very question: “What is
Enlightenment?” according to Outram (1995), Jewighilosopher Moses
Mendelssohn was among those who responded, refawifEnlightenment as a
process by which man was educated in the use @omeferusalem 1783).
Immanuel Kant also wrote a response, referring mhightenment as “man's
release from his self-incurred tutelage”, tuteldgeng “man's inability to make
use of his understanding without direction fromtaed’. This intellectual model
of interpretation has been adopted by many histergance the 18th century, and
Is perhaps the most commonly used interpretatidayo
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Dorinda Outram provides a good example of a stahdatellectual definition of
the Enlightenment:

Enlightenment was a desire for human affairs taybieled by rationality rather
than by faith, superstition, or revelation; a beirethe power of human reason to
change society and liberate the individual fromréraints of custom or arbitrary
authority; all backed up by a world view increasyngalidated by science rather
than by religion or tradition.

Like the French Revolution, the Enlightenment hasgl been hailed as the
foundation of modern Western political and inteiled culture. t has been
frequently linked to the French Revolution of 178f&wever, as Roger Chartier
points out, it was perhaps the Revolution that émed the Enlightenment by
attempting to root its legitimacy in a corpus oktge and founding authors
reconciled and united ... by their preparation afupture with the old world”(
Chatrtier, 1991). In other words, the revolutionamdevated to heroic status those
philosophers, such as Voltaire and Rousseau, whinl dme used to justify their
radical break with the Old Regime. In any case, ¥®th-century historians of the
Enlightenment, Hippolyte Taine and Alexis de Toogllke, did much to solidify
this link of Enlightenment causing revolution ahe intellectual perception of the
Enlightenment itself.

In his| Régime(1876), Hippolyte Taine traced the roots of theréh Revolution
back to French Classicism. However, this was ntiiaut the help of the scientific
view of the world (of the Enlightenment), which wadown the “monarchical and
religious dogma of the old regime”(ibid). In othenrds then, Taine was only
interested in the Enlightenment insofar as it adednscientific discourse and
transmitted what he perceived to be the intellddagacy of French classicism.

Alexis de Tocqueville painted a more elaborateypeetof the Enlightenment in
L'Ancien Régime et la Révolutigh850). For de Tocqueville, the Revolution was
the inevitable result of the radical oppositionatesl in the 18th century between
the monarchy and the men of letters of the Enligimeent. These men of letters
constituted a sort of “substitute aristocracy thas both all-powerful and without
real power”. This illusory power came from the rigk“public opinion”, born
when absolutist centralization removed the nobilihd the bourgeosie from the
political sphere. The “literary politics” that rdsed promoted a discourse of
equality and was hence in fundamental oppositiorthi® monarchical regime
(Chartier, 1991).

From a historiographical point of view, de Tocgulevipresents an interesting
case. He was primarily concerned with the workiofgolitical power under the
Old Regime and the philosophical principles of en of letters. However, there
is a distinctly social quality to his analysis. the words of Chartier, de
Tocqueville “clearly designates ... the culturateets of transformation in the
forms of the exercise of power” (ibid). Neverthaledor a serious cultural
approach, one has to wait another century for tleekveof historians such as
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Robert Darnton,The Business of Enlightenment: A Publishing Histofythe
Encyclopédie, 1775-180Q979).

In the meantime, though, intellectual history remedi the dominant
historiographical trend. The German scholar Errssser is typical, writing in
his The Philosophy of the Enlightenméh®321951) that the Enlightenment was “
a part and a special phase of that whole inteli¢alevelopment through which
modern philosophic thought gained its characteriself-confidence and self-
consciousness”. Borrowing from Kant, Cassirer stdat@t Enlightenment is the
process by which the spirit “achieves clarity amgtth in its understanding of its
own nature and destiny, and of its own fundamesttaracter and mission” (Ernst
Cassirer, 1951). In short, the Enlightenment wasedes of philosophical,
scientific and otherwise intellectual developmetfiat took place mostly in the
18th century — the birthplace of intellectual madigr.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.4: Give an historical background to the
Enlightenment as a stage in the historical devetyrof Europe

4.0 Conclusion

Throughout the early part of the enlightenment qukricapitalism (through

Mercantilism) was replacing Feudalism as the ppakiform of economic

organization, at least in the Western half of Eerophe expanding colonial
frontiers resulted in a Commercial Revolution thets largely motivated by the
industrial revolution in Europe. Before they weltteallenged by the British and
French along with other European powers, the Ihestates (Spain and Portugal)
were able to dominate New World (American) colongtivity in the 16th

Century.

5.0 Summary

The enlightenment is best known as an era of sieimquiries and progress. It
was majorly characterized by the spread of poligeal industrial revolutions. To
this extent, it could be viewed from two perspessivas far as interpretation is
concerned. While we have the intellectual perspeapitomized in the industrial
revolutions of that era, there is also the socibucal dimension side to it as
witnessed in the various political revolutions lo¢ time.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

What do you understand by the enlightenment?

Explain in detail the two perspectives of Enlightemt

Identify and explain the basic impacts of the Bmignment on European

societies

4. The Enlightenment was a period during which theneawy of Europe
witnessed significant expansion. Explain in relatio the expansion of
European colonial frontiers.

5. ldentify and explain some of the distinctive featiof the Enlightenment.

wn e
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1.0 Introduction

One of the primary elements of the cultural intetation of the Enlightenment is
the rise of the public sphere in Europe. Jurgenertabs has influenced thinking
on the public sphere more than any other, thoughtadel is increasingly called
into question. The essential problem that Haberma#tempted to answer
concerned the conditions necessary for “rationatjcal, and genuinely open
discussion of public issues”. Or, more simply, Hueial conditions required for
Enlightenment ideas to be spread and discussedebfi®nse was the formation in
the late 17th century and 18th century of the “geors public sphere”, a “realm
of communication marked by new arenas of debatagmpen and accessible
forms of urban public space and sociability, and explosion of print
culture"(Melton, 2001). More specifically, Haberm#&$989) highlights three
essential elements of the public sphere:

1. it was egalitarian;

2. it discussed the domain of "common concern";
3. argument was founded on reason.
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James Van Horn Melton provides a good summaryeftiues of this bourgeois
public sphere: its members held reason to be sugrenerything was open to
criticism (the public sphere is critical); and garticipants opposed secrecy of all
sorts (Melton, 2001). This helps explain what Hafees meant by the domain of
"common concern”. Habermas uses the term to desctitnse areas of
political/social knowledge and discussion that w@meviously the exclusive
territory of the state and religious authoritiesywopen to critical examination by
the public sphere.

Habermas credits the creation of the bourgeoisipudghere to two long-term
historical trends: the rise of the modern nati@iesaind the rise of capitalism. The
modern nation state in its consolidation of pulplowver created by counterpoint a
private realm of society independent of the statdlewing for the public sphere.
Capitalism likewise increased society’s autonomg self-awareness, along with
creating an increasing need for the exchange ofnmition. As the nascent public
sphere expanded, it embraced a large variety ¢itutiens; the most commonly
cited being coffee houses and cafés, salons andlitdrary public sphere,
figuratively localized in the Republic of LetteiGHartier, 1991).

Dorinda Outram provides further description of tiee of the public sphere. The
context of the rise of the public sphere was thenemic and social change
commonly grouped under the effects of the IndustRavolution: "economic
expansion, increasing urbanization, rising popafati and improving
communications in comparison to the stagnatiorhefgrevious century”. Rising
efficiency in production techniques and communaatiowered the prices of
consumer goods at the same time as it increaseantibbent and variety of goods
available to consumers (including the literatureeesial to the public sphere).
Meanwhile, the colonial experience (most Européates had colonial Empires in
the 18th century) began to expose European someéxtremely heterogeneous
cultures. Outram writes that the end result wasktteaking down of "barriers
between cultural systems, religious divides, gertdiferences and geographical
areas". In short, the social context was set fer ghablic sphere to come into
existence (Outram, 1995).

A reductionist view of the Habermasian model hasnbesed as a springboard to
showcase historical investigations into the develept of the public sphere.
There are many examples of noble and lower claggipation in areas such as
the coffeehouses and the freemasonic lodges, deérating that the bourgeois-era
public sphere was enriched by cross-class influenderough depiction of the
public sphere as independent and critical of theess contradicted by the diverse
cases of government-sponsored public institutior@sgovernment participation in
debate, along with the cases of private individugisig public venues to promote
the status quo.
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20 Objective

The main objective of this section of the studyoisdentify and examine the basic
features of the Enlightenment that contributedg®pread throughout Europe.

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Emergenceand Proliferation of Academies

The history of Academies in France during the Hriegment begins with the
Academy of Science, founded in 1666 in Paris. Floenbeginning, the Academy
was closely tied to the French state, acting asxpnsion of a government
seriously lacking in scientists. Beyond serving thenarchy, the Academy had
two primary purposes: it helped promote and orgamew disciplines, and it

trained new scientists. It also contributed to énéancement of scientists’ social
status, considered them to be the “most usefull aitzens”. According to Roche

(1998), academies demonstrate the rising intenesscience along with its

increasing secularization, as evidenced by thelsmuahber of clerics who were

members (13 percent).

The presence of the French academies in the psitiiere cannot be attributed to
their membership; although the majority of theirmfiers were bourgeois, the
exclusive institution was only open to elite Pansischolars. They did perceive
themselves to be “interpreters of the sciencesh@mpeople”. Indeed, it was with
this in mind that academians took it upon themseliege disprove the popular
pseudo-science of mesmerism (Roche, 1998).

However, the strongest case for the French Acadelméng part of the public
sphere comes the concours académiques (roughblatad as academic contests)
they sponsored throughout France. As Jeremy L.dDara argues in a recent
article in the Annales “Prendre part au siécle des Lumiéres: Le concours
académique et la culture intellectuelle au XVlliecte”, these academic contests
were perhaps the most public of any institutionmythe Enlightenment.

L’Académie francaiseevived a practice dating back to the Middle Agdeen it
revived public contests in the mid-17th centurye Bubject matter was generally
religious and/or monarchical, and featured essgg®try, and painting. By
roughly 1725, however, this subject matter hadoaltyi expanded and diversified,
including “royal propaganda, philosophical battlesd critical ruminations on the
social and political institutions of the Old Regifh€ontroversial topics were not
always avoided: Caradonna cites as examples theri¢seof Newton and
Descartes, the slave trade, women's educationjustide in France (Caradonna,
2009). More importantly, the contests were openallp and the enforced
anonymity of each submission guaranteed that rreilemder nor social rank
would determine the judging. Indeed, although th&st majority” of participants
belonged to the wealthier strata of society (“timerdal arts, the clergy, the
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judiciary, and the medical profession”), there wemme cases of the popular
classes submitting essays, and even winning (Carnad@009).

Similarly, a significant number of women participdt —and won - the
competitions. Of a total of 2 300 prize competifooffered in France, women
won 49 — perhaps a small number by modern standandsery significant in an
age in which most women did not have any academaming. Indeed, the
majority of the winning entries were for poetry qostitions, a genre commonly
stressed in women'’s education (Caradonna, 2009).

In England, the Royal Society of London also playedignificant role in the
public sphere and the spread of Enlightenment ideagarticular, it played a
large role in spreading Robert Boyle's experimeptalosophy around Europe,
and acted as a clearinghouse for intellectual spmedence and exchange (Shapin
and Schaffer, 1985). As Steven Shapin and Simomffghhave argued, Robert
Boyle was "a founder of the experimental world ihieh scientists now live and
operate". Boyle's method based knowledge on exgeitmtion, which had to be
witnessed to provide proper empirical legitimackisTis where the Royal Society
came into play: witnessing had to be a "collectet’, and the Royal Society's
assembly rooms were ideal locations for relatiyaiplic demonstrations (Shapin
and Schaffer, 1985). However, not just any witngas considered to be credible;
"Oxford professors were accounted more reliablenegses than Oxfordshire
peasants.” Two factors were taken into accountimess's knowledge in the area,;
and a witness's "moral constitution”. In other wsranly civil society were
considered for Boyle's public (Shapin and Schaffég5).

Self Assessment Exercise 3.1: can you account for the connection between the
Enlightenment and the proliferation of academieSunope?

3.2 Rapid Growth and Spread of the Book and Reading Culture

The increased consumption of reading materialsllodcats was one of the key
features of the “social” Enlightenment. Developnseintthe Industrial Revolution
allowed consumer goods to be produced in greatentdies at lower prices,
encouraging the spread of books, pamphlets, newspand journals — “media of
the transmission of ideas and attitudes”. Commekrdevelopment likewise
increased the demand for information, along wismg populations and increased
urbanisation (Outram, 1995). However, demand fadireg material extended
outside of the realm of the commercial, and outsiderealm of the upper and
middle classes, as evidenced by the BibliotheqeedlLiteracy rates are difficult
to gauge, but Robert Darnton writes that, in Fraatdeast, the rates doubled over
the course of the 18th century (Darnton, 1982).

Reading underwent serious changes in the 18th mentn particular, Rolf
Engelsing has argued for the existence of a “repdevolution”. Until 1750,
reading was done “intensively: people tended to avemall number of books and
read them repeatedly, often to small audience.rAf#0, people began to read
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“extensively”, finding as many books as they coultireasingly reading them
alone (Outram, 1995). On the other hand, as Jonasinael writes, Gabriel Naudé
was already campaigning for the “universal” libramythe mid-17th century. And

if this was an ideal only realistic for state ihgions and the very wealthy (and
indeed, an ideal that was seldom achieved), there@ezords for extremely large
private and state-run libraries throughout Eurapéhie 17th and 18th-centuries
(Israel, 2006).

A major challenge to the growth of the book indystr the enlightenment comes
from the fact that the vast majority of the readmuiplic could not afford to own a
private library. To meet this challenge, state-libraries were set up. However,
while most of the state-run “universal librariesgtsup in the 17th and 18th
centuries were open to the public, they were net dhly sources of reading
material. A variety of institutions offered reademscess to material without
needing to buy anything. Libraries that lent owtitimaterial for a small price
started to appear, and occasionally bookstoresdwaiiiér a small lending library
to their patrons. Coffee houses commonly offereokbpjournals and sometimes
even popular novels to their customefe Tatler and The Spectatgrtwo
influential periodicals sold from 1709 to 1714, wetosely associated with coffee
house culture in London, being both read and preduc various establishments
in the city. Indeed, this is an example of theléripr even quadruple function of
the coffee house: reading material was often obthimead, discussed and even
produced on the premises.

While historians, such as Roger Chartier and Rdbarhton, have argued against
the Enlightenment’s penetration into the lower stss the Bibliotheéque Bleue, at
the very least, represents a desire to aid the rlosl@ss to participate in
Enlightenment sociability "(Outram, 1995). Thgibliothéque Bleuewas a
collection of cheaply produced books published iay€s, France. Intended for a
largely rural and semi-literate audience these bankluded almanacs, retellings
of medieval romances and condensed versions ofl@opovels, among other
things.

In all, the spread and growth of the book culturaswcharacterized by the
following features:

* The rise to prominence of scientific literature

* Rapid growth of scientific and literary journalsdgpublications
* Rapid emergence of men of letters

» Upspring of the reactionary Grub Street

* Prominence of Coffee houses

Self Assessment Exercise 3.2: in what significant way do you think the
Enlightenment contributed to the development ofkbadture in Europe?
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3.3 Natural History, Scientific and Literary Journalsand Publications
Theriseto prominence of natural history literature

A genre that greatly rose in importance was thasaéntific literature. Natural
history in particular became increasingly populanoag the upper classes.
However, as Francois-Alexandre Aubert de La Chesmags Bois'Dictionnaire
de la Nobless€1770) indicates, natural history was very oftepdditical affair.
As E. C. Spary writes, the classifications usedaturalists “slipped between the
natural world and the social ... to establish ndy ahe expertise of the naturalists
over the natural, but also the dominance of thewrahtover the social’(Spary,
1999). From this basis, naturalists could then gveheir own social ideals based
on their scientific works (Laqueur, 1990).

The target audience of natural history was Freralltepsociety, evidenced more
by the specific discourse of the genre than bydgarerally high prices of its
works. Naturalists catered to polite society’s ce$or erudition — many texts had
an explicit instructive purpose. But the idea dftéa(e god) was the real social
indicator: to truly be able to categorize natumee dad to have the proper taste, an
ability of discretion shared by all members of molociety. In this way natural
history spread many of the scientific developmérthe time, but also provided a
new source of legitimacy for the dominant classaf8pibid).

Rapid growth of scientific and literary journals and publications

The spread of the book culture in the enlightennvesd also characterized by a
rapid grwoth of scientific and literary journalsathchurned out numerous
publications. The many scientific and literary joals (predominantly composed
of book reviews) that were published during thiseiare also evidence of the
intellectual side of the Enlightenment. In factpndthan Israel argues that the
learned journals, from the 1680s onwards, infludri€eropean intellectual culture
to a greater degree than any other “cultural intiow& (Israel, 2006). The first
journal appeared in 1665— the Parisiamurnal des Scavants but it was not until
1682 that periodicals began to be more widely pcedu French and Latin were
the dominant languages of publication, but thers aiso a steady demand for
material in German and Dutch. There was generally demand for English
publications on the Continent, which was echoedEbgland’s similar lack of
desire for French works. Languages commandingdeas international market —
such as Danish, Spanish and Portuguese — foundajosuccess more difficult,
and more often than not, a more international lagguvas used instead. Although
German did have an international quality to ityés French that slowly took over
Latin’s status as thkingua francaof learned circles. This in turn gave precedence
to the publishing industry in Holland, where thestvanajority of these French
language periodicals were produced (Israel, 20B8ael divides the journals’
intellectual importance into four elements:
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» First was their role in shifting the attention bdet“cultivated public” away
from “established authorities” to “what was new,nonative, or
challenging.”

e Secondly, they did much to promote the “enlight#neals of toleration
and intellectual objectivity.” Thirdly, the jourrealvere an implicit critique
of existing notions of universal truth monopolizddy monarchies,
parliaments, and religious authorities.

* The journals suggested a new source of knowledtjgough science and
reason — that undermined these sources of authority

* And finally, they advanced the “Christian Enlighteent”, a notion of
Enlightenment that, despite its advocacy for newovledge sources,
upheld “the legitimacy of God-ordained authoritgrélel, 2006).”

Self Assessment Exercise 3.3: evaluate the connection between the enlightenment
and the scientific and literary journals in Europe.

34 Men of Letters, Republic of Lettersand the Coffee Shops
Rapid emergence of men of letters and the Republic o Letters

The emergence of men of letters gave birth to Reptblic of Letters”, a term
coined by Pierre Bayle in 1664, in his jourmdbuvelles de la Republique des
Lettres It refers to the rapid growth of interest in poations and published work,
as was witnessed in the rapid emergence of meettef$ or what could be called
literary experts and icons. The republic of lett@es a literary world of successful
authors.

The ideal of the Republic of Letters was the suna esfumber of Enlightenment
ideals: an egalitarian realm governed by knowletthgé could act across political
boundaries and rival state power. It was a foruet tupported "free public
examination of questions regarding religion or $égion”. Immanuel Kant
considered written communication essential to brsception of the public sphere;
once everyone was a part of the "reading publie@ntsociety could be said to be
enlightened. The people who participated in the uRep of Letters, such as
Diderot and Voltaire, are frequently known today iagortant Enlightenment
figures. Indeed, the men who wrote Diderdscyclopédiearguably formed a
microcosm of the larger "republic”(Outram, 1995).

Upspring of the reactionary Grub Street

While the republic of letters was growing on theedrand, another literary world
known as the Grub Street was also springing updha@s a reaction to the
inability of would-be authors to penetrate therdry world of the republic of
letters. The Grub Street was the domain of a "taalé of versifiers and would-be
authors™(Darnton, 1982). These men, lured by th@ygof the Republic of
Letters, came to Paris to become authors, onlyidcoder that their dreams of
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literary success were little more than chimeras Titerary market simply could

not support large numbers of writers, who, in arase; were very poorly

remunerated by the publishing-bookselling guildarfidon, 1982). The writers of
Grub Street, the Grub Street Hacks, were left hgeéxtremely bitter about the
relative success of their literary cousins, the motletters”"( Darnton, 1982). This
bitterness and hatred found an outlet in the liteeathe Grub Street Hacks
produced, typified by thdibelle. Written mostly in the form of pamphlets, the
libelles "slandered the court, the Church, the aristocrdbg, academies, the
salons, everything elevated and respectable, imgudhe monarchy itself"(

Darnton, 1982). The Grub Street therefore represeatevolt against authority.

It was Grub Street literature that was most readhieyreading public during the
Enlightenment (Outram, 1995). More importantly, Btan argues, the Grub Street
hacks inherited the "revolutionary spirit" oncepliis/ed by thephilosophesand
paved the way for the Revolution by desacraliziggiries of political, moral and
religious authority in France (Darnton, 1982).

Coffee houses

The first English coffeehouse, naméagel was established in Oxford, by a
certain Jewish entrepreneur named Jacob, in 1685@n BCowan argues that
Oxford coffeehouses developed into "penny univesii offering a locus of
learning that was less formal than structured tusbins. These penny universities
occupied a significant position in Oxford acadeltifie, as they were frequented
by virtuosi, who conducted their research on themses. According to Cowan,
"the coffeehouse was a place for like-minded sebdla congregate, to read, as
well as learn from and to debate with each othet, ilas emphatically not a
university institution, and the discourse there wha far different order than any
university tutorial.”

Although coffee had been known in France since 1640s, it was Francesco
Procopio dei Coltelli — Francois Procope — who l@sthed the first café in Paris,
the Café Procope, in 1686. Although it took cofée@hile to become popular, by
the 1720s there were around 400 cafés in the Titg. Café Procope in particular
became a centre of Enlightenment, welcoming sucimesaas Voltaire and
Rousseau, and later on, Marat, Hébert and Camiksnidulins during the
Revolution. The Café Procope was also where DidandtD’Alembert decided to
create théencyclopédieColin Jones (2004).

The cafés earned their place in the public spheeetd the conversation that took
place within them. Robert Darnton in particular hstsidied Parisian café
conversation in great detail. He describes howctifés were one of the various
“nerve centers” forbruits publics public noise or rumour. Thedaruits were
allegedly a much better source of information theere the actual newspapers
available at the time
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Self Assessment Exercise 3.4: Identify and discuss some of the socio-cultural
features of the Enlightenment

40 Conclusion

Without doubt, one of the primary elements of tltural interpretation of the
Enlightenment is the rise of the public sphere mrdpe. This provided the
thriving ground for sowing the seed of the Fren@v®tution.

50 Summary

This section provides a background examinatiorhefdocio-cultural implications

of the spread of the Enlightenment culture througteurope. Some of the basic
features discovered include the emergence of tipeililie of Letters and the rapid
expansions of scientific literature and journals.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
1. Outline some of the basic socio-cultural featurfethe Enlightenment

2. The Enlightenment was an era of the rise to pronueef scientific literature.
Examine this assertion

3. Outline the intellectual importance of the growthseientific journals during
the Enlightenment

4. What do you understand by the “Republic of Letter&xplain in relation to
the Enlightenment.

5. Critically assess the roles of coffee house tosfiread of Enlightenment ideals
in Europe
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1.0 Introduction

The French Revolution, which started in 1789 arstield until 1799 was a period
of radical social and political upheaval in thetbig of France and Europe as a
whole. The Revolution led to the collapse (in jtistee years) of the absolute
Monarchy that had ruled France for Centuries. ThevdRition led to rapid
transformation of the French society as a resultbich traditional privileges
evaporated under a sustained assault from libedditigal groups and the
common-men. Feudal, aristocratic and religious ileges were lost to the
Revolution. Old ideas about hierarchy and traditisaccumbed to new
Enlightenment principles of citizenship and inaéible rights.

134



The convocation of the Estates-General in Mayolmarked the beginning of the
French Revolution. Listed below are processes rawlin the execution of the
French Revolution, which started in 1789 and cuéited in 1793 with the
execution of King Louis XVI, an event that marké&e &nd of absolutist regime in
France. The following are the defining moments leé Revolutionary years in
France:

Convocation of the Estates-General in May 1789;

Proclamation of the Tennis Court Oath by the THistate in June 1789;
Assault of the Bastille in July 1789;

Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizeugust 1789;

The march on Versailles in October 1789;

Parliamentary Debates;

Proclamation of the Republic in September 1792;

Commencement of the French Revolutionary War @921 and ultimately
the

i. Execution of King Louis XVIin 1793

S@~Pan oy

The French Revolutionary Wars started in 1792 &edRrench were able to score
spectacular victories that resulted in the conqaktte Italian peninsula, the Low
Countries and most territories west of the Rhirfee Tistory of the modern era is
closely linked to that of the French Revolutionjtasnfolded in the shadow of the
French Revolution. In other words, most developméanthe modern era had their
roots in the French Revolution. Examples of reaelopments that had their
roots in the French Revolution include the growthRepublics and Liberal
Democracies, the spread of secularism, the developof modern ideologies and
the invention of total war. In addition to the uldiog of these modern events and
developments, there are also other events thatdcbel traced to the French
Revolution. Amongst these are the Napoleonic Wars,separate restorations of
the Monarchy and two additional Revolutions as mdeaance took shape.

In this Chapter, we shall examine the history o thrench Revolution by

considering the conditions of life in France beftre Revolution, the Revolution

and its modes of execution anodus operangicauses of the Revolution, and
aftermaths of the Revolution. A consideration @& #ftermaths of the Revolution
will entail a reflection on the implications of tikgench Revolution for France and
Europe as a whole. This will pave the way for thst| section of the Chapter
which will focus on the global implications of thérench Revolution, an

endeavour that will allow to bring Africa into fogwgiven the implications of the

Revolution for decolonization in Africa and elsewde

2.0 Objectives
The objectives of the study shall include: to

» identify the defining moments in the execution loé tFrench Revolution;
and
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* examine the major causative factors of the revafuti
* examine the implication of French Revolution foakee, Europe and the
decolonization of Africa and elsewhere.

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Causes of the Revolution and Events in Frapberd the Revolution

In this section, we shall look at some of the causkthe French Revolution.
These causes have been grouped into five majorheabings in the Study,
namely:

» Economic Factors;

» Bankruptcy and Financial Crisis in France;

* The Role of the Enlightenment Thinkers;

* Inequality between the Common-Men and the Nobihatyl
* The Role and Personality of King Louis XVI.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.1: identify the causative factors in the French
Revolution.

3.2  Economic Factors, Bankruptcy and Financial Crisis in France

The poor and deteriorating economic conditionshefcommon-men that resulted
from several years of poor harvests stand out &sadnthe major factors that
fuelled the French Revolution. This economic hamgstas further aggravated by
rising bread prices, a condition that brought hung®lnutrition, and starvation

among the common-men and peasant population incérakccording to Hibbert

(1980), there was a rise in the price of bread feonmormal eight sous for a four-
pound loaf to 12sousby the end of 1789, after several years of poaingr

harvests. Another factor that contributed to theslhaeconomic conditions in

France before the Revolution beside the commoditephike that resulted from

the several years of poor harvests due to seveathereconditions was the poor
transportation system in France. Inadequate tratetm system hindered the
shipment of bulk foods from rural areas to largepwation centers, thereby
contributing greatly to the destabilization of Fehrsociety in the years leading up
to the Revolution.

In addition to the above, France was also plaguedébious financial problems
that brought it to the brink of bankruptcy. Spesafly in 1787, Calonne, France’s
Finance Minister issued an official publicationicetting that France was bankrupt
(Omolewa, 1978). The weak financial state of Framatethe time could be
attributed to the many wars fought by previous myleas well as the financial
strain caused by French participation in the Anaaridkevolutionary War. The
national debt at this period was huge. The huge aleth social burden imposed by
the numerous wars was made worse by the loss at&sacolonial possessions in
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North America and the growing commercial dominaoté&reat Britain. France
was unable to manage the national debt that resuti@nly from years of war.
This inability resulted mainly from the France'sfiiicient and antiquated financial
system, something which was both partially causetlexacerbated by the burden
of an inadequate system of taxation. In order teesds problem of inability to
manage national debt, King Louis XVI called an Asbéy of Notables in 1787.

It must however be stressed that King Louis XVI ra@nbe held completely
accountable for the French financial crisis of pihe- Revolution years. According
to Frey and Frey (2004), Louis XVI ascended theribramidst a financial crisis;
the nation was nearing bankruptcy and outlays aeafpancome. This state of
affair was largely imposed on France by its finahabligations stemming from
involvement in the Seven Years War and its pawiign in the American
Revolutionary War. There was a serial sacking abRte Ministers as a result of
the crisis. For example, in May 1776, Turgot (thert Finance Minister) was
dismissed, after he failed to enact much neededmef (Hibbert, 1980).

The next year he was subsequently replaced witqudscNecker, a foreigner,
appointed Comptroller-General of Finance. Hibbdiserves that Necker could
not be made an official Minister because he wasateBtant. Necker noticed a
disparity in the French tax system. This dispasiipjected the lower classes to a
heavy tax burden as a result of its regressivereafbid), while numerous
exemptions existed for the Nobility and Clergy §5r2004). He argued that the
country could not be taxed higher, that tax exeomgtifor the Nobility and Clergy
must be reduced, and proposed that borrowing mavaeyn would solve the
country's fiscal shortages. Necker’'s proposed nefavhich restricting the power
of the Parliament and a strong argument for himetonade a Minister was thrown
out by the King and nobles. He was subsequentiy fand replaced with Charles
Alexandre de Calonnéb(d).

According to Doyle (2001) the proposal of a new tde that included a
consistent land tax, which would include taxatidntlee Nobility and Clergy,
brought Calonne into a faceoff with the Parleme(parliament). Calonne
organized the summoning of the Assembly of NotaliBeg the Assembly failed
to endorse Calonne's proposals and instead weak@sedosition through its
criticism. In response, the King announced tharggibf the Estates-General, for
May 1789, the first time the body had been summaiece 1614. In the opinion
of Doyle, the calling of the Estate-General waslearcsignal that the Bourbon
Monarchy was in a weakened state and subject tdehmands of its people.

Two major outcomes that indicated the depth anérigvof the French financial
crisis before the Revolution are:

a. successive sacking of financial Ministers and pwailers of finance
b. calling of the Estate—General by the King
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Self Assessment Exercise 3.2: do you think there was a connection between the
financial state of France and the Revolution of78

3.3 The Roles of Enlightenment Thinkers

According to Omolewa (1978), another cause of teedRition was the influence
of the philosophers. Omolewa notes that the wriingf Enlightenment
philosophers like J.J. Rousseau, Montesquieu, Vejtand Diderot gave impetus
to the Revolution. The Enlightenment ideas of ¢h#snkers gave focus to the
resentments and aspirations of the peasantry. B@amge, Montesquieu
condemned the system of government that tendedttthp all the powers of the
state (executive, legislative, and judiciary) ie tiands of one man. He, therefore,
argued in favour of a principle of separation ofveo. According to Omolewa,
Montesquieu argued in his book titldfsprit de Corpsthat the system of
government in England in which there are divisibpawver between the King, the
Assembly, and the Judiciary could not make for enatoy and despotism.

These Enlightenment writings, according to Doyl®89), not only generated
resentment, but also stoked aspirations in the sniofl the people; which
manifested in:

resentment of royal absolutism;

resentment by peasants, labourers and the bouigemigard the traditional
seigneurialprivileges possessed by the nobility;

resentment of the Church's influence over publicp@nd institutions;
aspirations for freedom of religion;

resentment of aristocratic Bishop s by the poareal Clergies;

aspirations for social, political and economic diyaand (especially as
the Revolution progressed) Republicanism;

hatred of Queen Marie-Antoinette, who was (falselgtused of being a
spendthrift and an Austrian spy; and

h. anger toward the King for firing Jacques Neckerpagiothers, who were
popularly seen as representatives of the peoplgléD1989).

oo
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Self Assessment Exercise 3.3: did the Enlightenment thinkers play any role in
motivating the Revolution of 1789 in France?

3.4 Taxinequality in France

The inequality in the pre- Revolution France finelspression mainly in the
regressive tax system in operation. This tax systemch imposed heavy burdens
on the peasantry, favored the Nobility and Clefye French tax system caused a
disparity that allowed the common-men shoulder mufsthe tax burden; a
situation that caused disaffection among the pégsabDuring this period, the
nobilities and Clergies were exempted from tax paynhand compulsory military
services (Omolewa, 1978). Inequality in pre- Retiolu France was such that the
nobilities and Clergies were above every other [Bdfhey enjoyed certain rights
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and privileges that placed them above every oteesgn. It was also noted that
the nobles enjoyed and control most of the sociaraties of the state, but the
peasants were expected to pay the nobles for ssioigl amenities. Apart from

the fact that the peasants pay a larger part diathehey were also responsible for
tilling the lands. They did not own the lands, etthey till it on rent basis for the

Lords. These imbalances in the France caused édmifis that helped fuel the
Revolution.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.4: how did tax inequality between the rich and the
poor account for the outbreak of the French Relmi@t

3.5 Role and Personality of King Louis XVI

In addition to factors mentioned above, there was a general perception by the
peasants that the royal court at Versailles wdateso from, and indifferent to the
hardships of the lower classes. This perceptiontrgyed the King as
unrepresentative of the people. Besides, King Lawds generally perceived as a
weak King. Although in theory King Louis XVI was absolute monarch, in
practice he was often indecisive and known to kmkn when faced with strong
opposition. This perceived weakness to a very lasgent accounted for why he
was unable to implement needed reforms that coade Istemmed the Revolution
in France. While he did reduce government experghtuopponents in the
Parliaments successfully thwarted his attemptsiatteng much needed reforms.
Those who were opposed to Louis' policies furtheteumined royal authority by
distributing pamphlets (often reporting false oraggerated information) that
criticized the government and its officials, stigiup public opinion against the
Monarchy (Encyclopedia Britannica, 2008) .

Self Assessment Exercise 3.5: in what ways did the personality of King Louis
XVI galvanized the French Revolution?

40 Conclusion

The French Revolution, which started in 1789 arstield until 1799 was a period
of radical social and political upheaval in thetbig of France and Europe as a
whole. The Revolution led to the collapse (in jtistee years) of the absolute
Monarchy that had ruled France for Centuries.dttterapid transformation of the
French society as a result of which traditionalvipgges evaporated under a
sustained assault from liberal political groups #relcommon-men.

50 Summary

The French Revolution took place between 1789 ar@dlin France. It was
fuelled by both domestic and external factors, agsbrvhich was the inequality
and economic hardship in France. So, to a largenéxt was meant to address the
problem of domestic inequality and economic hanalshi
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6.0

Tutor-Marked Assignment

. What are the main causes of the French Revolufid789?

. Identify and explain the significance of the vasophases in the French

Revolution

. Is there a connection between the French Revolatimhthe growth and spread

of Enlightenment thinking? Discuss your positioeasly

To what extent did the personality of King Louis Kivhparted on the French
Revolution

Identify and discuss some of the obvious outconfidlseoRevolution in France.
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1.0 Introduction

As stated earlier, convocation of the Estatese@Gdnn May 1789 marked the
beginning of the French Revolution. While we hawerb able to account for
events in France before the Revolution above lgtsto the processes involved in
the execution of the Revolution. In other words, skall be looking at thenodus
operandiof the Revolution as it unfolded.

20 Objectives

The study will examine the various stages in thecakon of the French
Revolution.

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Convocation of the Estate-General

In order to solve the financial crisis in Franceddpn also address the various
unrests unfolding as a result, Louis XVI called tfstate-General in May, 1789.
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According to Frey (2004), the Estates-Generalewaade up of three Estates,
respectively: the Clergy, the nobility, and thet relsFrance. On the last occasion
that the Estates-General had met, in 1614, eatdie€eheld one vote, and any two
could override the third. In other words, a combora of two  Estates could
override the third Estate. However, out of feat the government would attempt
to manipulate the Assembly to get the desired tgstlie Parliament demanded
that the Estates be arranged as in 1614 (Do@(])2

The "Committee of Thirty," a body of liberal Paass, began to agitate against
voting by Estate. This group, largely composed t@ wealthy, argued for the
Estates-General to assume the voting mechanisiawghiné. This arrangement,
according to Doyle (1989), allowed a doubling of tumber of members of the
Third Estate, and held membership elections orb#sés of one vote per member,
rather than one vote per Estate. There positiooprding to Neely (2008), was
hinged on the ground that ancient precedent wassafficient, because "the
people were sovereign. This proposition, althowgeated by the Assembly of the
Notables, was agreed to by the King, who howewiédiscussion of the weight of
each vote to the Estates-General itself (Hibld&80: 42-45).

With the settlement of the voting system, disagregnmowever occurred on the
modality for verification of deputies’ credential§he basic strategy of the Third
Estate was to make sure that no decisions of tistates-General should be
reached in separate chambers, but instead shoutthtle by all deputies from all
three  Estates together (In other words, the egyatvas to merge all three
Estates into one Assembly). Thus they demandeddhbaverification of deputies'
credentials should be undertaken in common by @flutes, rather than each
Estate verifying the credentials of its own membatsrnally; negotiations with
the other Estates failed to achieve this (Ne2D)8P 63).

Self Assessment Exercise 3.1: what was the significance of the convocation of
the Estate-General to the outbreak of the Frencsiolggon?

3.2  Proclamation of the National Assembly (1789)

The proclamation of the National Assembly by theirdhEstate was major
outcome of the disagreement over modality for veatfon arising from the
Estate-General. On 10 June 1789, after a motioAldié Sieyes, the Third Estate
meeting as th€ommunegEnglish: "Commons") proceed with verification it$
own powers. Although they invited the other ordergoin them, they made it
clear they intended to conduct the nation's affaith or without them (Schama,
2004:300-301). The main outcome of this meeting avaeclaration of the Third
Estate (themselves) as the National Assembly.

In an attempt to keep control of the process amvegnt the Assembly from
convening, Louis XVI ordered the closure of tBalle des Etatsvhere the

Assembly met, making an excuse that the carpentsded to prepare the hall for
a royal speech in two days. Weather did not allowoatdoor meeting, so the

144



Assembly moved their deliberations to a nearby and@al tennis court, where
they proceeded to swear the Tennis Court Oath @6 1789), under which they
agreed not to separate until they had given Francenstitution. More support
came for the National Assembly as most of the gT&tives of the Clergy soon
joined them along with some members of the nobilithe King's efforts at
preventing the Assembly from holding coupled withivaal of soldiers in their
large numbers were to lead to further developments.

Storming of the Bastille

The storming of Bastille was motivated by two reeseelated to the actions of the
King concerning the proclamation of the Nationak&sbly by the Third Estate.
Listed below are the two reasons:

a. The firing of Necker, a popular figure with the reas, as the finance
Minister by the King under the influence of Queeard Antoinette, the
King's younger brother the Comte d'Artois, and btle®nservative
members of the King's Privy Council.

b. The influx and arrival of soldiers to Paris in largqgumber, which was
perceived by the people as an attempt by the Koghut down the
National Constituent Assembly.

Many Parisians perceived Louis's actions as the ata royal action against the
Assembly, and this resulted in open rebellion agfaine King. The storming of

the large weapons and ammunition cache inside #wtil® fortress, which was

also perceived to be a symbol of royal power, regme a watershed in the mass
rebellion of 1789.

Alarmed by the spate of violence, the King recalNstker to power. In spite of
this, there was nothing stopping the canon of vicéethat has been released since
the storming of the Bastille. This much was obséte Lefebvre (1971), thus:

as civil authority rapidly deteriorated, with ramdacts of violence
and theft breaking out across the country, the Npliegan to leave
France astmigrés some of whom started plotting civil war and
agitating for a European alliance against the Rem.

The general reaction of the common-men to this wWewelopment took three
forms i.e:

I. the spread of the spirit of popular sovereigntptighout France;

ii. emergence of local militias, who armed themselvgairst a possible
foreign invasion: some attacked the chateaux ofNbbility as part of a
general agrarian insurrection known as "la Graneler'P(the Great Fear);
and
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ii.  the spread of wild rumors and paranoia that cawsddspread unrest and
civil disturbances that contributed to the collaps&aw and order (Hibbert,
1980: 93).

Constitutional Development

With the mass exodus of members of the Nobilitynfrérance, efforts started
toward the drafting of a new constitution for tremlook France. From August 4,
1789 the National Constituent Assembly functioneot fust only as the
Legislative arm of government, but also a constitutdrafting committee. As a
result of the invocation of what came to be knows the August Decrees,
Feudalism was abolished sweeping away botlséigneurialrights of the Second
Estate and the tithes gathered by the First Estaie August Decrees wiped away
special privileges accorded to members of the Rinst Second Estates (Clergy
and Nobility).

In addition, on August 26, 1789, the Assembly madeeclaration of the Rights
of Man and of the Citizen. This document was aest@nt of principles rather than
a constitution with legal effect.

As most of the Assembly still favoured a constdo@l Monarchy rather than a
Republic, the various groups reached a compromigehweft Louis XVI as little
more than a figurehead. He was made to swear &ntodhe constitution and to
also declare by a decree that retracting the teidcling an army for the purpose
of making war upon the nation, or permitting anyémelo so in his name would
amount tade factoabdication.

Outcomes of the constitution drafting National Aabéy include:

a. abolition of Feudalism and all special privileges members of the First
and Second Estates under the August Decrees; and
b. declaration of the rights of man and of the citize

Contributions of the French Women: the March onsdéles
The women march on Versailles was motivated bynvegor factors, namely:

a. response to royal efforts to block the Constitudssembly; and
b. reaction to harsh economic conditions and hungéramce, symbolized by
bread shortages.

From the above, it became clear that by marchinyensailles, the women were
responding to the harsh economic situations thegdaespecially bread shortages.
They also demanded an end to royal efforts to btbekNational Assembly, and
for the King and his administration to move to Baas a sign of good faith in
addressing the widespread poverty.
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What the march achieved, given the unacceptable sgaviolence it released in
the French Revolution, was that it served as @ngtconviction for the King to
accede to the demand of the crowd that the Monyaelbcate to Paris.

Adoption of Constitutional Monarch¥zompleting the constitution

As most of the Assembly still favoured a Constaotl Monarchy rather than a
Republic, the various groups reached a compromigehweft Louis XVI as little
more than a figurehead. He was made to swear &ntodhe constitution and to
also declare by a decree that retracting the dethding an army for the purpose
of making war upon the nation, or permitting anyémelo so in his name would
amount tade factoabdication.

The new Constitution was handed over by the Nakidsgembly to Louis XVI
under the guidance of the new Legislative Assemiblyzompliance with the new
Constitution, Louis XVI declared in writing that &ingage to maintain it at home,
to defend it from all attacks from abroad, and émse its execution by all the
means it places at my disposal’. The King addretisedAssembly and received
enthusiastic applause from members and spectdioesAssembly set the end of
its (Assembly) term for September 29, 1791.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.2: what other developments can you identify with the
proclamation of the National Assembly as a stagehm span of the French
Revolution?

3.3 Emergence of the Legislative Assembly

Under the new constitutional arrangement France wasfunction as a
Constitutional Monarchy, in which the King was savhat a figurehead.

Failure of the Constitutional Monarchy

Under the Constitution of 1791, France would fumttias a constitutional
Monarchy. The King had to share power with the teléd_egislative Assembly,
but he still retained his royal veto and the apilit select Ministers.

It must be stressed that the new constitutional &icimy and its Legislative
Assembly failed, and the country degenerated intmrstitutional crisis. In the
words of the 1911 Encyclopedia Britannica: "In th#empt to govern, the
Assembly failed altogether. It left behind an emptyasury, an undisciplined
army and navy, and a people debauched by safeuandssful riot." The failure of
the Constitutional Monarchy gave birth to a consitinal crisis.

Constitutional Crisis

The failure of the Constitutional Monarchy resulieda constitutional crisis in
France. The crisis that evolved gave birth to aurgency supported by a new
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Revolutionary Paris Commune in 1792. This will tasaw to the suspension of
the Monarchy by the Legislative Assembly, compasedhly of the Jacobins. The
French Revolution witnessed the rise of the padalititclubs” in French politics;
foremost among these was the Jacobin Club, whosebers were known as the
Jacobins. The Jacobins was an association of tagalutionaries. The Jacobin
Society began as a broad, general organizatiopdtiitical debate, but as it grew
in members, various factions developed with widelijfering views. The
widespread unrest that enveloped the nation infdritiee setting up of the
Convention, charged with the drafting of a new ¢itu$on for France. On
ascending as the na¥e factogovernment of France, the Convention abolished the
Monarchy and declared a Republic.

Salf Assessment Exer cise 3.2: account for the constitutional crisis 1792 in F&nc
as direct fallout of the Revolution.

3.4  The Constitutional Republic: The Directory (5#2799)

The dissolution of the Constitutional Monarchy gdweh to the Constitutional
Republic of France. The new Republican Constitutoveated theDirectoire
(known as Directory in English) and the first bicanad legislature in French
history (Cole et. al. 1989). The emergence of theeddory under the new
Constitutional Republic meant that executive powemt to five "directors,”
named annually by th€onseil des Ancienisom a list submitted by th€onseil
des Cing-CentsFurthermore, the universal suffrage of 1793 waglaced by
limited suffrage based on property.

As many French citizens distrusted the Directdng, directors could achieve their
purposes only by extraordinary means (Doyle, 19831). They habitually
disregarded the terms of the constitution, andnaevken the elections that they
rigged went against them, the directors routinedgcdudraconian police measures
to quell dissentlbid, 332). Moreover, the Directory used war as the eesedient
for prolonging their power, and the Directors weiheis driven to rely on the
armies, which also desired war and grew less assldvic-minded.

The unpopularity of the Directory and the inevigallverreliance on the army
paved the way for the army to overthrow the govemnihunder General Napoleon
Bonaparte. On November 9, 1799, Napoleon Bonapsdaged the coup of 18
Brumaire which installed the Consulate. This effedy led to Bonaparte's
dictatorship and eventually (in 1804) to his prawdion asEmpereur(Emperor),
which brought to a close specifically, the Repudlicphase of the French
Revolution.

34 Sdf Assessment Exercise 3.4: discuss the different stages of the French
Revolution of 1789 and the eventual emergenceeCbnstitutional Repubic.
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40 Conclusion

The French Revolution lasted for an extended pewiotlO years, and it unfolded
through different stages. It cumulated with Napaol&wnaparte staged the coup of
18 Brumaire which installed the Consulate.

50 Summary

This section of the study assessed the differeatsgsh in the execution of the
French Revolution.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
1. What role did women play in the execution of therfeh Revolution?

2. Discuss some of the factors that accounted fofaiare of Constitutional
Monarchy during the Revolution in France.

3. The failure of the constitutional monarchy was ratted by a constitutional
crisis and the eventual emergence of a constitatiogpublic in France.
Provide a detailed explanation

4. Briefly discuss the processes that were involvedhm discharge of the
revolution

5. In your view, did the revolution achieve its maimaof creating equality in
the French society?
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7.0 References/ Further Readings

1.0 Introduction

A major aftermath of the French Revolution in Ewopas the spread of
Revolutionary Movements throughout the contineritefpts were made by the
other great powers to restore the situation whiabted before 1789. One of the
outcomes of such efforts was peaceful balancevthatdoctored as a result of the
Congress of Vienna in 1815, after the Napoleoniecswander the Metternich
system. However, their efforts were unable to gt spread of Revolutionary
Movements, as the middle classes had been deefienoed by the ideals of
democracy of the French Revolution. In additiorg, thdustrial Revolution of the
time also brought important economical and soci@nges. The lower classes
started to be influenced by Socialist, Communist Anarchistic ideas (especially
those summarized by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engelsthe Communist
Manifesto), and the preference of the new Capitabscame Liberalism.

The demands and manner of execution of other Reenkiin Europe after the
French Revolution suggest a connection with thaéhrdRevolution. For example,
the German Revolution of 1848 also entailed thieengetip a General Assembly of
the common men known as the Frankfurt Assemblyn@lgh in addition to its
objective of civil liberties, it also had the umiition of all German states as its
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objective. It is in this regard that it differs & tyom the French Revolution. The
street demonstrations of workers and artisans is,Plerance, from February 22
through 24, 1848, which resulted in the forced aditon of King Louis Philippe

of France and his departure from France to liv&mngland, was the immediate
spur to revolt in Germany (Leviova, 1972). Howewvtie German Revolution’s
demands for political reforms that will bring magquality into the society are in
every way similar to those of the French.

The German Revolutions of 1848 were a series afdlyocoordinated protests and
rebellions in the German Confederation. These Reols challenged thstatus
qguoin the sense that they:

a. stressed pan-Germanism and the unification of eth@nic states;

b. emphasized popular discontent with the traditiorlargely autocratic
political structure of the thirty-nine independsidtes of the Confederation
that inherited the German territory of the Holy RonmEmpire ; and

c. demonstrated the popular desire for increasedigadliaind social freedom,
democracy, and national unity within liberal prpleis of socioeconomic
structure.

In addition to the German Revolutions of 1848, Erench Revolution also had
profound impacts on the Russian Revolution of 191 a great extent, like the
German Revolutions, factors that spurred the RosRevolution were related to
the French Revolution in so many ways. The linkéwken the French and
Russian Revolutions can be seen in the fact th#t Revolutions reflected
sweeping political, cultural, and social changesaddition, they both spawned
continuing Movements that affected other nationsrédver, both were triggered
by economic distress, poor leadership, and widespdéescontent.

20 Objective

This unit discusses other revolutions in Europénitnphasis on the major causes
of these revolutions and their links to the FreRe&volution. To this end, the study
examines:

* the German Revolution; and
* the Russian Revolution.

3.0 Main Content
3.1 The German Revolution

The Revolutions of 1848 in the German states weserias of loosely coordinated
protests and rebellions in the German Confederatiah Austria which sought to
challenge the status quo. The revolutions, whictessed pan-Germanism,
emphasised popular discontent with the traditioteigely autocratic political

structure of the thirty-nine independent stateshef Confederation that inherited
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the German territory of the former Holy Roman ErapiFurthermore, they

demonstrated the popular desire for increased igallifreedom, liberal state

policies, democracy, and nationalism. The middésglelements were committed
to liberal principles while the working class sotighdical change. However, the
middle class and working class components of theR&on split, and in the end

the conservative aristocracy defeated it, forcirapynliberals into exile.

The ground work of the 1848 uprising in Germany J&ad long beforehand.
Hambacher Fest of 1832, for instance, reflectedvogyg unrest in the face of
heavy taxation and political censorship. The HarhbacFest is particularly
noteworthy for the fact that it resulted in thegamation of the black-red-gold
colours (which form today's flag of Germany) asyanisol of the republican
movement and of a unity among the German-spealaonglp.

Liberal pressure spread throughout the Germansstaéeh of which experienced
the revolutions in their own way. The street demi@ti®ns of workers and

artisans in Paris, France, from February 22 thra&2#yH848, which resulted in the
forced abdication of King Louis Philippe of Fraremed his departure from France
to live in Britain, was the immediate spur to réviml Germany. In France the
revolution of 1848 became known as the FebruaryoR&on.

The revolution soon spread across Europe and dtart&ermany with the large
demonstrations on March 13, 1848, in Vienna, Aastwhich resulted in the
resignation of Prince von Metternich as chief aovi® Emperor Ferdinand | of
Austria and his departure from Austria to live int&n. Because of the date of
these demonstrations, the revolutions in Germaeyusually called the March
Revolution.

Fearing the fate of Louis-Philippe of France, sanmarchs in Germany accepted
some of the demands of the revolutionaries, at keasporarily. In the south and

west, large popular assemblies and mass demonssatiook place. They

primarily demanded freedom of the press, freedonassembly, arming of the

people and a national German parliament.

Goals of the Revolution

A study conducted by Staas Christian (2010) shbasthe German revolution of
1848 had two main goals, namely to establish:

* aunified German nation state;
e and civilian liberties.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.1: can you account for the German Revolutions of
1848 as a continental aftermath of the French Révool?
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3.2 Causesof the German Revolution

Four major factors may be singled out as causd¢leofserman Revolution, and
they are listed below as follows:

* The demands for political reform

» Growth of nationalist sentiment

» Poor living conditions

» Events across Europe: impact of the French Rewwiuti

The demands for political reform

The demands for political reform included freedoiihe press, self-organization
of the universities and a parliament representihGerman citizens, instead of the
federal council representing only the monarchs omaltitude of sovereign
German states.

Growth of nationalist sentiment

Growth of nationalist sentiment was stimulated gy Rhine crisis of 1840, when
it seemed France would invade the Rhineland. TWestespawned a wave of anti-
French sentiment and the composition of patri&ieinliedsongs. In addition,
Denmark's declaration that it would invade Schigskolstein provoked
widespread opposition. Nationalistic poems and samgre written, such as the
Deutschlandlied ("Deutschland tUber alles”, 1841)cwleventually became the
national anthem. New journals, magazines, and papeose, such aBie
Deutsche ZeitungThe German Newspaper)", widening awareness ofitsvia
France and Denmark. From 1840 on there was a csaseamong German
liberals that only the dual aim of unity and freedwas worth fighting for (Staas,
ibid).

Poor living conditions

Poor living conditions also played their part. Aotdra epidemic led to widespread
death and suffering in Prussia. Significant popoitagrowth and the failures of
harvests in 1846 and 1847 caused famine and mistyy people moved to the
cities for work, but working conditions were gerbraerrible, with long working
days and low wages.

Events across Europe

Events across Europe in 1848 had an impact alsth@rGermans. In February
1848, King Louis-Phillipe of France abdicated theote, triggering revolutions
across the entire European continent, especiallyarGerman provinces.
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Overall and in comparison with the French Revohitithe German Revolution
was a failure. The section that follows examinesmesf the reasons why the
German Revolution was largely a failure.

Reasonsfor the Failure of the German Revolution

An overstretched Task

The Revolution of 1848 failed in its attempt to fynihe German speaking states
into a single nation because the Frankfurt Assenfbfficially the All-German
National Assembly) was unable to take any defiritaction toward unification
and degenerated into a mere debating society. Wheld-rench revolution could
draw on a nation state, the democratic and lideraks in Germany of 1848 were
confronted with the need to build a nation state arconstitutional state at once,
which overstrained them.

Inadequate Funding

The Frankfurt Assembly had no money and bureauctacyaise the funds
necessary for raising an army or even to enforgelams that were passed. They
were stuck in a lose-lose situation, for witholiuaeaucracy they could not raise
any money and without any money they could noeraifureaucracy.

Internal Division within the Frankfurt Assembly

Although the assembly started strongly with a grdedl of motivation to get

things done, this impetus was soon dissipated, hemveas the various major
divides between the various factions of the Frartkhssembly came to the fore—
advocates of Grossdeutschland versus advocateseofd€utschland, Catholics
versus Protestants, supporters of Austria versppasters of Prussia. As various
iIssues arose before the Frankfurt Assembly, thess@tween the various factions
became evident. Additionally, there were no orgadhipolitical parties to hold the
deputies together for voting as a block.

Lack of external support

Meanwhile, outside the Frankfurt Assembly, the la€lsupport from the princes
of the various states made any attempt at Germditation a dead letter. The
princes were unwilling to give up any power in tharsuit of unification of the

whole country. Some princes were so firmly opposethe Frankfurt Assembly
that they had only tolerated its existence whileytlguelled rebellions in their
respective territories. As soon as they had crushedebels, they followed the
example of Prussia, recalling their deputies fromAssembly. Only Prussia, with
its overwhelming military might, was potentiallylaio overcome the objections
of local princes to the unification of Germany gndtect the Frankfurt Assembly
from military attack by the princes. But Prussiastives with regard to the very
existence of the Frankfurt National Assembly wdveags questionable at best.
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Self Assessment Exercise 3.2: what in your views were the motivating factors in
the German Revolution and to what extent the Rewiisucceed?

3.3 TheRussian Revolution

The Russian Revolution is the collective term faeaies of revolutions in Russia
in 1917, which destroyed the Tsarist autocracyladdo the creation of the Soviet
Union. The Russian Revolution of 1905 was said @oabmajor factor to the
February Revolutions of 1917. The events of Blo&iyday triggered a line of
protests. A council of workers called the St. Psiiarg Soviet was created in all
this chaos, and the beginning of a communist palitprotest had begun. he Tsar
was deposed and replaced by a provisional govermmehe first revolution of
February 1917 the older Julian calendar was inimigeussia at the time). In the
second revolution, during October, the ProvisidBal’ernment was removed and
replaced with a Bolshevik (Communist) governmertie TFebruary Revolution
(March 1917) was a revolution focused around Pe&idb@gnow St. Petersburg). In
the chaos, members of the Imperial parliament om®w@ssumed control of the
country, forming the Russian Provisional Governmé@ifite army leadership felt
they did not have the means to suppress the rémolaind Tsar Nicholas Il of
Russia, the last Tsar of Russia, abdicated. Thée&ofworkers' councils), which
were led by more radical socialist factions, idiyigpermitted the Provisional
Government to rule, but insisted on a prerogatvmfluence the government and
control various militias. The February Revolutiawok place in the context of
heavy military setbacks during the First World WAahich left much of the army
in a state of mutiny.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.2: how may you connect the series of Revolutions in
Russia between 1905 and 1917 to the French Reopfuti

3.4 Causativefactorsin the Russian Revolutions

Three major causative factors of the Russian Ré&wolsl are identified in this
study, and they are namely:

» Economic and social changes
e Political issues
e War weariness from World War |

Economic and social changes

An elementary theory of property, believed by magmeasants, was that land
should belong to those who work it. At the sameetipeasant life and culture was
changing constantly. Change was facilitated byptingsical movement of growing
numbers of peasant villagers who migrated to amdnfindustrial and urban
environments, but also by the migration of cityteré into the village through
material goods, the press, and word of mouth.
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Workers also had good reasons for discontent: oeded housing with often
deplorable sanitary conditions, long hours at wiorkthe eve of the war a 10-hour
workday six days a week was the average and mang werking 11-12 hours a
day by 1916), constant risk of injury and deathnrfreery poor safety and sanitary
conditions, harsh discipline (not only rules ande§, but foremen’s fists), and
inadequate wages (made worse after 1914 by steepim&increases in the cost
of living). At the same time, urban industrial Ieas full of benefits, though these
could be just as dangerous, from the point of veé\wgocial and political stability,
as the hardships. There were many encouragemerggpect more from life.
Acquiring new skills gave many workers a senseaifFre@spect and confidence,
heightening expectations and desires. Living inesjt workers encountered
material goods such as they had never seen whileeivillage. Most important,
living in cities, they were exposed to new ideasuhthe social and political
order.

The social causes of the Russian Revolution magalyne from centuries of
oppression of the lower classes by the Tsarisintegiand Nicholas's failures in
World War I. While rural agrarian peasants had besrancipated from serfdom
in 1861, they still resented paying redemption payts to the state, and
demanded communal tender of the land they worké@. @roblem was further
compounded by the failure of Sergei Witte's lanfbras of the early 1900s.
Increasing peasant disturbances and sometimeseflts occurred, with the goal
of securing ownership of the land they worked.

Political issues

Many sections of the crown had reason to be dsfsadi with the existing
autocracy. Nicholas Il was a deeply conservatiderrand maintained a strict
authoritarian system. Individuals and society imagal were expected to show
self-restraint, devotion to community, deferencettie social hierarchy, and a
sense of duty to country. Religious faith helpendball of these tenets together as
a source of comfort and reassurance in the faadifi€ult conditions and as a
means of political authority exercised through thergy. Perhaps more than any
other modern monarch, Nicholas Il attached his &g the future of his dynasty
to the notion of the ruler as a saintly and inbddifather to his people.

This idealized vision of the Romanov monarchy bdiddhim to the actual state of
his country. With a firm belief that his power wde was granted by Divine Right,
Nicholas assumed that the Russian people were ett@tim with unquestioning
loyalty. This ironclad belief rendered Nicholas ulfing to allow the progressive
reforms that might have alleviated the sufferinghed Russian people. Even after
the 1905 revolution spurred the Tsar to decregdiincivil rights and democratic
representation, he worked to limit even these fibgrin order to preserve the
ultimate authority of the crown.

Despite constant oppression, the desire of thelpdop democratic participation
in government was strong. Since the Age of Enlighient, Russian intellectuals
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had promoted Enlightenment ideals such as thetglighithe individual and of the
rectitude of democratic representation. These sdemére championed most
vociferously by Russia’s liberals, although popslidMarxists, and anarchists also
claimed to support democratic reforms. A growingp@gition movement had
begun to challenge the Romanov monarchy openly teflbre the turmoil of
World War I.

Dissatisfaction with Russian autocracy culminatedhie huge national upheaval
that followed the Bloody Sunday massacre of Janti@6p, in which hundreds of
unarmed protesters were shot by the Tsar's trodfmskers responded to the
massacre with a crippling general strike, forcinghdlas to put forth the October
Manifesto, which established a democratically @dcparliament (the State
Duma). The Tsar undermined this promise of refounayear later with Article
87 of the 1906 Fundamental State Laws, and subs#guismissed the first two
Dumas when they proved uncooperative. Unfulfillegppés of democracy fueled
revolutionary ideas and violent outbursts targetietthe monarchy.

War weariness from World War |

The outbreak of war in August 1914 initially serviedquiet the prevalent social

and political protests, focusing hostilities agaiascommon external enemy, but
this patriotic unity did not last long. As the wa@mragged on inconclusively, war-

weariness gradually took its toll. More importamhough, was this deeper

fragility: although many ordinary Russians joinetdi&erman demonstrations in

the first few weeks of the war, the most widespnesattion appears to have been
skepticism and fatalism. Hostility toward the Kaised the desire to defend their
land and their lives did not necessarily transiate enthusiasm for the Tsar or the
government (Allan Wildman, 1980; Hubertus Jahn,5)99

Russia's first major battle of the war was a dezasin the 1914 Battle of
Tannenberg, over 30,000 Russian troops were kitledvounded and 90,000
captured, while Germany suffered just 20,000 cassal However, Austro-
Hungarian forces allied to Germany were driven bade&p into the Galicia region
by the end of the year. In the autumn of 1915, blia$ had taken direct command
of the army, personally overseeing Russia's masattk of war and leaving his
ambitious but incapable wife Alexandra in chargdh&f government. Reports of
corruption and incompetence in the Imperial govesnnbegan to emerge, and the
growing influence of Grigori Rasputin in the Imrfamily was widely resented.
In the eyes of Lynch, a revisionist historian wieuses on the role of the people,
Rasputin was a "fatal disease" to the Tsarist regim

In 1915, things took a critical turn for the worgken Germany shifted its focus of
attack to the Eastern front. The superior Germamyarbetter led, better trained
and better supplied—was terrifyingly effective agsithe ill-equipped Russian
forces, driving the Russians out of Galicia, aslwslRussian Poland, during the
Gorlice—Tarnéw Offensive campaign. By the end ofdDer 1916, Russia had lost
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between 1,600,000 and 1,800,000 soldiers, withdalitianal 2,000,000 prisoners
of war and 1,000,000 missing, all making up a tofaiearly 5,000,000 men.

These staggering losses played a definite rolaenMutinies that began to occur
and, in 1916, reports of fraternizing with the epestarted to circulate. Soldiers
went hungry, and lacked shoes, munitions, and exspons. Rampant discontent
lowered morale, which was further undermined bgrées of military defeats.

3.3 Sdf Assessment Exercise 3.4: examine the conditions that precipitated the
Russian Revolutions.

40 Conclusion

A major aftermath of the French Revolution in Ewgapas the spread of
Revolutionary Movements throughout the contineatahle among which were
the German and Russian Revolutions.

50 Summary

This section of the study showed that the FrenchioRéon, along with some
domestic factors, served as the fuel needed faeratwvolutions in Europe. For
example, the German and Russian Revolutions thag lreught into focus in this
study are in so many ways similar to the FrenchdRéwns. In the first place,
they were both motivated by nationalistic feelingkso, they both like the French
Revolution aimed at reforming the society to bnngre equality.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
1. What were the factors that motivated the GermaroRiéon of 18487?

2. Taking the French Revolution as a prelude to otbeolutions in Europe,
discuss the French connection in both the GermdrRaissian Revolutions

3. Account for the failure of the German Revolutionl&#8
4. Identify and evaluate causative factors in the RusRevolutions

5. Provide a brief description of the German Revolutal 1848 stating its
aims and objectives. Would you say it was a su€cess
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7.0 References/ Further Readings

1.0 Introduction

The French Revolution brought fundamental changes amly to European
societies, but also into the Church.

2.0 Objectives

The objective of this unit is to examine those faimeéntal changes that the French
Revolution ushered into the life of the Church.

3.0 Main Content

3.1 TheChurch and Europe after the French Revolution

Traditional approach in the literature considers Fnench Revolution from purely
ideological point of views. In this sense, disagneats concerning the

significance and major developments of the Rewotuthave been conducted
along ideological lines thereby pitching differedéological perspectives i.e. the
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liberals, conservatives, communists, and anarclisteolars against one another
(Rude and Harvey, 2000).

The result is that different people have seen tegoRition in different ways,
depending on their ideological persuasions. Fomgte, Alexis de Tocqueville
argued that the Revolution was a manifestation imioae prosperous middle class
becoming conscious of its social importance (Rutktdarvey, 2000).

This however did not stop other thinkers, like @anservative Edmund Burke, to
maintain that the Revolution was the product obwa tonspiratorial individuals
who brainwashed the masses into subverting th@mldr—a claim rooted in the
belief that the Revolutionaries had no legitimabenplaints (Rude and Harvey,
2000).

This stance notwithstanding, Rude and Harvey furtbbserve that other
historians, influenced by Marxist thinking, havemrasized the importance of the
peasants and the urban workers in presenting thieliR®n as a spectacular class
struggle.

In spite of the general tendency for traditionalh@arship on the French
Revolution to study the French Revolution from dealogical perspective, Rude
and Harvey contend that the trend has graduallgeshiowards a social history
approach that analyzes the impact of the Revolutromdividual lives.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.1: examine approaches to the study of the impact of
the French Revolution on the Church and Europeaietsoin general.

3.2 TheRevolution and Europe

Overall, the French Revolution left some landmaoksthe sand of history in
France, Europe, and in the international systemwaiole, and these are:

a. It has come to be widely regarded by historiangha&send of the early
modern period, a period that is traditionally &tited to the onset of the
French Revolution in 1789 (Frey and Frey, 2004202-

b. In Europe and the international system as a whweRevolution is also
often seen as marking the beginning or "dawn oitbeern era"( Frey and
Frey, 2004: 12-20).

c. Within France itself, the Revolution permanentlippted the power of the
aristocracy and drained the wealth of the Church.

d. The French Revolution also brought a fundamenégadstfiormation in self-
identity and orientation of the French people. Adaoog to Hanson (2009:
191), this was evidenced by the elimination of ieiyes and their
replacement by rights as well as the growing decim social deference
that highlighted the principle of equality througihohe Revolution.

e. Hanson further observed the legacy of the Revalutiotside France. He
notes that, outside France, the Revolution capttiedmagination of the
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world impacting profoundly on the Russian Revolatand Mao Zedong in
his efforts at constructing a Communist State im&l{Hanson, 2009).

Self Assessment Exercise 3.2: Evaluate the impact of the French Revolution on
Europe

3.3 TheRevolution and the Church

The French Revolution, in addition to having imptions for France and Europe
as a whole also had big implications for the Ror@atholic Church, especially in
its power relations with European States. The Reian resulted in a massive
shifting of powers from the Roman Catholic Churohthe state. Under the old
arrangement before the Revolution, the Church, vhias the First Estate in pre-
Revolution France, had certain privileges that miadee most powerful and by
far the richest arm of the Estate. Some of the rspatial privileges enjoyed by
the Church, according to Censer and Hunt (200#&), ar

a. The Church was the largest single land-owner ircthentry, owning about
10 percent of the land in the Kingdom.

b. The Church was exempt from paying taxes to the gorent.

c. The Church was empowered with the authority to la\ighe- a 10 percent
tax on income, often collected in the form of croms the general
population, which it then redistributed to the poor

This privileged position of the Church made it abjeact of resentment with
peasants, Protestants, and Enlightenment thinkkes a

This resentment toward the Church weakened its pdweng the opening of the
Estates General in May of 1789. According to McMamsn(1969), the Church
composed the First Estate with 130,000 memberkeofiergy. He also observes
that when the National Assembly was later createdune 1789 by the Third
Estate, the Clergy voted to join them, which pearpttd the destruction of the
Estates General as a governing body (McManners,9)196lowever, the
emergence of the National Assembly was to leadh¢oetventual abolition of the
Church's authority to impose the tithe. Also, inadiempt to address the financial
crisis, the Assembly declared, on November 2, 1788t the property of the
Church was “at the disposal of the nation (McMasn&B69).”

With this enactment, the nation took over the resgulity of the Church, which
included paying the Clergy, caring for the poore thick and the orphaned
(McManners, 1969). In addition to abolition of tdurch’s authority to collect
tithe and the taking over of its property by that&t the Assembly also enacted
legislation that abolished monastic vows and dissbl all religious orders
(Emmet, 1989). As fallout of this enactment, mamys and monks returned to
private life.
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Furthermore, under the Civil Constitution of thee@ly, passed on July 12, 1790,
the remaining Clergy became employees of the stdiis. established an election
system for Parish Priests and Bishop s and sey sapafor the Clergy. Due to the
widespread opposition to the election system urtles enactment by many
Catholic faithfuls who felt it undermined the autity of the Pope, the National
Assembly began to require an oath of loyalty to@nal Constitution from all the
members of the Clergy (Censer and Hunt, 2001: 92).

Self Assessment Exercise 3.3: Evaluate the impact of the French Revolution on
the Church

34 Thergection of the Civil Constitution of the Clergy

The rejection of the Civil Constitution of the Gigr by the Roman Catholic
Church under the leadership of Pope Pius VI furtb@ated the Church in France.
The struggle for supremacy between the Church bhadState instigated stiffer
measures from the National Assembly in its effadsfree the State from the
Church. This resolve manifested during the ReignTefror, when extreme
measures were taken to free the state from thegiétaold of the Church. Efforts
taken to de-Christianize France include:

a. The imprisonment and massacre of Priests.

b. Destruction of Churches and religious images thinoud) France.

c. Effort to replace the Catholic Church altogethenthwcivic festivals
replacing religious one.

d. Establishment of the cult of Reason, which wasfithed step of radical de-
Christianization.

It must, however, be emphasized that efforts taCHastianize France led to a
widespread disillusionment with the Revolution amdinter-rebellions across the
country. The locals often resisted de-Christiamiratefforts by attacking
Revolutionary agents and hiding members of thegylarho were being hunted.

The resistance of the locals to efforts to de-Gilangze France by the Revolution
resulted in the Concordat of 1801 between Naposmhthe Church, which ended
the de-Christianization period and establishedrties for a relationship between
the Catholic Church and the French State thatdasieil it was abrogated by the
Third Republic via the separation of Church andeStem December 11, 1905. The
persecution of the Church that was witnessed uigroleon led to a counter
Revolution known as the Revolt in the Vendee. Tingpsession of this revolt is

considered by some to be the first modern genocide.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.4: how successful was the de-Christianization agenda
of French secular authority after the Revolutiorl®797?
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40 Conclusion

Overall, the French Revolution left some landmaoksthe sand of history in
France, Europe, and in the international systemaasvhole. The French
Revolution, in addition to having implications fBrance and Europe as a whole
also had big implications for the Roman Catholiai@h, especially in its power
relations with European States. The Revolutionltedun a massive shifting of
powers from the Roman Catholic Church to the state.

50 Summary

The French Revolution started in 1789 and laste@limost ten years till 1799. In
spite of this short history and local nature of Revolution, it produced a lasting
legacy that went on to have far reaching effectgobd the borders of France
itself, and even Europe as continent. The Revalutias overall, a rebellion of the
common-men -the peasantry or what was known asTthel Estate- against
absolutism regime in France.

Some of the underlying causes of the French Revolaire:

» Economic factors;

» Bankruptcy and financial crisis in France;

* The role of the Enlightenment thinkers;

* Inequality between the common-men and the nobégibhg
* The roles and personality of the King Louis XVI.

In summary, the French Revolution produced withie borders of France effects
that include:

» Abolition of absolutism government, which led tcetlverthrow of the
Monarchy;

e Abolition of Feudalism in France;

» Abolition of special rights and privileges for tléergy and Nobility (First
and Second Estates);

» Abolition of the authority of the Church to colldghe;
» Liberation of the state from the stranglehold & @€hurch; and
* Enthronement of a Constitutional Republic.

The execution of the Revolution which was in phasse took certain course that
could be regarded as its modus operandi. Amongrtheesses that were involved
in the execution of the Revolution were:

» Convocation of the Estates-General in May 1789;

* Proclamation of the National Assembly (1789); and
* Emergence of the Legislative Assembly.
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In addition to the implications for the State awlaole, the Revolution also had

certain grave implications for the Roman Catholch in France and Europe as
a whole. The privileged position of the Church, thest Estate in the pre-

Revolution France made it an object of resentmdtit Whe people. Before the

Revolution the Church enjoyed certain special f@ges such as:

» The Church was the largest single land-owner incthentry, owning about 10
percent of the land in the Kingdom.

* The Church was exempted from paying taxes to thergonent.

» The Church was empowered with the authority to lavithe -a 10 percent tax
on income, often collected in the form of crops-tbe general population,
which it then redistributed to the poor.

As a result of these, the Church was deeply reddmgethe common men, who
were made to bear the burden of the economic h@rdahthe country. The
Revolution, however, saw to the end of the priveegnjoyed by the privileged
class, as it produced the following effects amoogsers:

The imprisonment and massacre of Priests.

Destruction of Churches and religious images thinoud France.

Effort to replace the Catholic Church altogethenthwcivic festivals
replacing religious one.

Establishment of the cult of Reason, which wasfitie step of radical de-
Christianization.

> @™o

In addition to the local implications for Francedatne Church, the Revolution
also produced certain continental effects thatidel

* serving as the root of the Russian and other IgRevolutions in Europe;

» the basis for the Maoist Revolution in China;

» the Napoleonic Wars that resulted from the Revmtualso marked the
emergence of total war in global politics, theregjting the pace for the
two World Wars; and

» the idea of freedom, equality, and fraternity emsd in the Revolution
served as the basis for abolition of slavery ar@blbaization in Africa and
other French colonies.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. Critically evaluate the global impacts of themech Revolution.

2. Examine and extensively discuss some of theofaatsponsible for the
general resentment of the Church and the Nobilitypre- Revolution
France.

3. Did the French women play any significant rioléhe Revolution of 17897

168



4. Of what relevance is the French Revolution tademo European history
and the history of the international system?

5. Identify and critically discuss two major enaetits that hampered the
power of the Church during the Revolution.

6. Discuss exhaustively the causation of the Fré&taolution.

7. Highlight and critique the various interpretasahat scholars have given to
the factors that stoked the French Revolution.
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GLOBAL AFTERMATHSOF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION

1.0 TheRiseof Nationalism and the Nation Statein Europe
CONTENTS
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7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 Introduction

As stated earlier, the French Revolution meanedkifit thing to different people.
Rude and Harvey (2000) note that the traditiongdre@ch to understanding or
interpreting the Revolution takes the form of diéfet ideological perspectives. In
this sense, interpretation of the Revolution pitchdifferent ideological
perspectives (Liberal, Conservative, Communist, Andrchist Scholars) against
one another (Rude and Harvey, 2000).

The result is that different people have seen tbgoRition in different ways,

depending on ideological persuasions. So while spewple have seen it as a
manifestation of a more prosperous middle classtiéty conscious of its social
importance (Ibid). Some others (the Conservatigeg) it as the product of a few
conspiratorial individuals who brainwashed the masmto subverting the old
order—a claim rooted in the belief that the Revioh#ries had no legitimate
complaints (Ibid). Yet there are those who alsoisBem the Marxist perspective,

171



and thereby emphasized the importance of the peaaad the urban workers in
presenting the Revolution as a gigantic class gteug

In spite of the different perspectives to interprgtor analyzing the French
Revolution, there is a general agreement thatdtfaareaching implications that
exceeded the borders of France; as it set the fpacgher developments in the
international system. Some latter developments urojge and the international
system that may be linked to the Revolution in Eeaimclude:

I. the French Revolution served as a prelude to oRe&rolutions in Europe;

ii. it provided the fertile environment for the rise mdtionalism and nation
states;

lii. it introduced the international system into the @fréotal war as witnessed
in the first and second world wars; and

iv. The French Revolution served as a fertile grouad the growth of
nationalistic Movements in colonized territories Africa and elsewhere
and the eventual decolonization of these terrisorie

This unit reflects on nationalism as a motivatiagtor for the French Revolution.
Attempts are made to establish a link between ike of nationalism as
exemplified in the French Revolution and the emecgeof the nation state in
Europe.

20 Objective

The primary objective of this chapter is to examihe link between the French
Revolution and nationalism on the one hand, anevdxt nationalism and the
emergence of the nation state in Europe on the btoed.

3.0 Main Content
3.1 TheRiseof Nationalism and the Nation Statein Europe

Boyd Shafer defines nationalism by identifying soessential elements that are
crucial to our understanding of the French Revotutand rise of nationalism and
the nation state in Europe, amongst which are:

I. A certain defined (often vaguely) unit of territo(whether possessed or
coveted).

ii. Some common cultural characteristics such as lagugr widely
understood languages), customs, manners, anduiterdolk tales and lore
are a beginning). If an individual believes he skathese, and wishes to
continue sharing them, he is usually said to beember of the nationality.

lii. Some common dominant social (as Christian) and@oon(as capitalistic
or recently communistic) institutions.
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iv. A common independent or sovereign government (tiges not matter) or
the desire for one. The "principle"” that each natliy should be separate
and independent is involved here.

V. A belief in a common history (it can be inventedglan a common origin
(often mistakenly conceived to be racial in nature)

vi.  Alove or esteem for fellow nationals (not nece$gars individuals).

vii. A devotion to the entity (however little comprehedy called the nation,
which embodies the common territory, culture, so@ad economic
institutions, government, and the fellow nationalsd which is at the same
time (whether organism or not) more than their sum.

vii. A common pride in the achievements (often the amjitmore than the
cultural) of this nation and a common sorrow intregedies (particularly
its defeats).

ix. A disregard for or hostility to other (not necedyasrll) like groups,
especially if these prevent or seem to threaten dbparate national
existence.

X. A hope that the nation will have a great and glasiduture (usually in
territorial expansion) and become supreme in somle (m world power if
the nation is already large)

Self Assessment Exercise 3.1: what do you understand by nationalism?
3.2  Thebirth of Nationalism

A more profound social and political effect of theench Revolution was the birth
of Nationalism, not only in France but in many rdiguring countries. The

Revolution aligned with the Declaration of RightshMan in harboring a fervor

that France belonged to its people, not Louis XXl.major outcome of this

declaration was the birth of nationalism as theppegstarted taking great pride in
their country, language, heritage and history. Binth of nationalism saw to the

rise of the nation state in Europe, a fact captimgdratt (1970) when he opines
that “no longer were disputes or wars "between Kamgl King; they became

increasingly struggles between nation and natidh&re arose opposition to the
French bred nationalism in the other countries wfolge that led to emergence of
unification Movements in among the Germans andahalBoth the Italian and

German states began unification Movements followhhgpoleon's occupation

(Taylor, 2006). From the French Revolution onwagtthnic groups within Empire

s began to view independence as an answer (Sidd@g). In addition, as an

offshoot of nationalism, Republicanism arose inn€éeand the whole of Europe.
No longer was a nation represented by a singleopeasmonarch, but by every
citizen living within its boundaries.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.2: in what way did the French Revolution
contributed to the rise of nationalism in Europd gtobally?
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3.3 Absolute Monarchy to Republicanism

The Revolution, therefore, also marked a shift frétbhsolute Monarchy to
Republicanism. This not only reduced the power oSiagle individual but
transferred the power to the citizens. France \Wmasldrgest European nation to
convert to Republicanism at the time. The Revoluptayed a monumental role in
"establishing the precedents of such democratictesys as elections,
representative government, and constitutions."néhmeRevolution, 2001-04). The
constitution of 1791 made significant changes wgblitical system of France. It
limited the power of the Monarch and created a Fdd@overnmental System
complete with three branches. The First Republidc@nce was established in
1792. It existed until the military dictatorship Mapoleon in 1804. Despite France
return to military dictatorship after the Revoluti@a democratic seed had been
planted within the hearts of the Frenchman.

Between 1850 and 1914 the development of the rddtistate, the spread of
nationalism, and the rise of the new imperialisraralsterized Europe politically.
The development of the national state took pladerai848. Governments,
responding to economic and social pressures, isedetheir involvement in the
economic and social life of their countries. Thisswvapparent both in liberal
England and in more conservative France under Ld&lapoleon, cousin to

Napoleon Bonaparte. There were similar trends dutire national unification

Movements in Italy and particularly in Germany, whé¢he state took on a wide
range of new functions. Nationalism had deep rawdsably in the experience of
and reactions to the French Revolution and the Napa invasions. Nationalism
also played a central role in the Revolutions af8.8uring the second half of the
19th Century, nationalism continued to grow andbw® capitalized upon by
national governments. The most striking manifestetiof nationalism came in the
successful unification Movements in Italy and Gemgna

3.4 Nationalism and Liberalism

During the first half of the nineteenth century,tiomalism was most often

connected to liberalism. After the revolutions @48 there were increasing ties
between nationalism and conservatism, particuiarthe movements for national
unification.

Insofar as politics was the public battle of idead interests, then nationalism was
a denial of politics. For in stressing the valudsuaity, loyalty, and duty,
nationalism saw political dispute as a source adkmess. It denied that there was
conflict in the true interests of classes, groupegions. The effect of nationalism
was therefore inherently conservative in that bvmted reason for supporting
anyone thought to wield the power of the stateatiffely in behalf of national
unity and strength, Disraeli or Gladstone, Napoldbmor Bismarck. Since order
and unity, the cry of the political conservatives assential to a strong state, and
since, to the nationalist, most worthy ends requiteat strength, the nationalist
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was always tempted under pressure to move towar@dhtical right, to sacrifice
liberty to unity, discussion to authority, endstieans.

Yet the origins of nationalism were usually libeaald reformist; for everywhere it
was a demand for change, the doctrine of the maswho, while they had too
much to lose to want a social revolution, were-selisciously aware that theirs
was an "underdeveloped" country. Nationalism caulke its denial of politics

effective because its ends were so clear, so edsiiped in the model of the
modern state. For the French that model had begraiah for the Italians it was

England and France. Italian nationalists were Ugliblerals, but their liberalism

was primarily an admiration for the achievementstie# liberal state. Because
their model already existed, they looked directlyit, anxious to achieve an
efficient bureaucracy, a responsible governmeptpgressive economic structure,
all based on accepted and universally applied Idasionalism was a program to
obtain these things quickly, not to evolve towaleérh but, if necessary, to
superimpose them. The hurry to achieve these gdatse nationalism itself was
seriously opposed made a doctrinaire concern foanseappear pedantic and
unrealistic. Italian nationalists needed nothingbsatal as cynicism to justify

"postponement” of controversy or the choice of ficat means, though often this
meant whittling away at the practices necessaxyaiole liberalism.

As in the case of Italy, nationalism in Germany idgrthe first half of the

nineteenth century was closely connected to lisralThis was particularly so in
the early stages of the revolutions of 1848. Buthwthe failure of liberal

nationalists to gain the concrete changes theyestfor, steps toward unification
over the next two decades followed a different path

The achievement of German unity gave Bismarck theep to force the German
liberals to decide whether they were more eagse&unity or liberty achieved in
Germany. The majority of them proved willing to gmomise with Bismarck.
Since centralization went rather far under the remmstitution he needed the
liberal movement to some extent to counterbalamhee darticularistic German
forces represented chiefly by the German princé®e donstitution of the new
German empire was, therefore, a bit more centidliaed more liberal than
Bismarck wished, but he maintained control of theic@al policy-making
positions. No decisive power over military and fgreaffairs by the constituted
popular bodies was allowed in the second GermaniremBismarck made all
sorts of concessions in the field of social andheaaic reform but was absolutely
adamant with regard to the powers of the parliamémé direction of foreign and
military matters remained a privilege of the Crown.

The pseudo-constitutional character of the new @Germmpire was even more
accentuated when in 1878 Bismarck decided to givéree trade and imposed a
policy protecting the interests of the Prussiank&unagrarians against the
importation of cheap Russian and American grainlevidt the same time
introducing tariffs benefiting the growing Germaon industries. just as in 1866
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and 1871 the German liberals had had to sacrifieecore of their political faith,
so they were forced to jettison the major part h#it economic program after
1878. The leading industrial groups of German ggcieadily accepted a
protectionist trade policy, and the unity of theelial bourgeoisie crumbled. Thirty
years after German liberalism had burst into eristan the Revolution of 1848, it
ceased to be an independent political movementred@ffter the majority of the
German bourgeoisie, if they did not, like the higheurgeoisie, become absolute
supporters of the regime, were driven to furthercession and compromise. The
appearance of a powerful socialist workers' movdnexiinguished the last
remaining fervor for reform among, the liberal bgewmisie and made them take
cover under the wings of the established governnidm second German empire
was founded "by blood and iron" and socially stabd by "iron and grain." For
more than fifty years the German political scens weaershadowed by the alliance
of the "barons of the helm" and the "barons of shekestack," who maintained
the army and bureaucracy in power.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.4: can you show the connection between the rise
nationalism during and after the French Revoluéiad the liberal ideology?

40 Conclusions

A more profound social and political effect of theench Revolution was the birth
of Nationalism, not only in France but in many rdiguring countries.

50 Summary

This section of the study shows the link between Fhench Revolution and the
emergence of nationalism and the nation-state no&u It was the beginning of
the era of national self-determination.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. What is nationalism, and how can you link its ereaige to the French
Revolution?

2. Politically in France and in Europe as a whole,Ehench Revolution marked a
shift from monarchy to republicanism. Do you agmegh this assertion?
Explain why or why not.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The focus of this section is on the link betweesnFnench Revolutionary wars and
the emergence the introduction of total warfarthainternational system.

20 OBJECTIVES

This unit shall among others things examine the& lbetween the French
Revolution and the emergence of total warfare. fiis extent, the following
objectives shall be pursued:

+ evaluate World War | and its causes
 examine World War Il and its connections with threrfieh Revolution
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3.0 Main Content
3.1 TheEmergenceof Total War in the International System

The French Revolution and the Revolutionary whed resulted from it in the
mold of the Napoleonic Wars brought total war te ttore of the international
system. Prior to the Revolutionary war, after therty Years War, most wars in
Europe were smaller wars with limited goals. Givles level of national resources
mobilized, the French Revolutionary Wars reintrasiicome of the concepts of
total war into the international system. The reacof the Jacobin government of
the Revolution years in France to threats posedabgoalition of powerful
European states was the mobilization of all avélalational resources. This fact
will express itself in the decree of the Nationan@ention on August 23, 1793
that asserts that:

From this moment until such time as its enemied slaae
been driven from the soil of the Republic all Fiemen
are in permanent requisition for the services efdmmies.
The young men shall fight; the married men shatbéo
arms and transport provisions; the women shall ntekes
and clothes and shall serve in the hospitals; thiklren
shall turn linen into lint; the old men shall betak
themselves to the public squares in order to ardhse
courage of the warriors and preach hatred of Kangs the
unity of the Republic (Gunn, 2006).

The proclamation of this decree resulted in a rgpavth for the French front line
forces to over a million service men (wikipedia.cd2011). France was able to
mobilize some 800,000 with a total of 1.5 millionall services—the first time an
army in excess of a million had been mobilized iastérn EuropdHid).

The scale of war casualty from the French Rewvatuéind the composition of the
casualties also reflect the total nature of the, aauiit is estimated that somewhere
in the vicinity of five million died—probably aboutalf of them civilians lpid).
The large scale mobilization of resources in thenEh Revolutionary wars is also
a suggestion of the nationalistic nature of the. war

This nationalistic and total nature of the Frenckv®utionary wars finds

expression in both the First and Second World W&stman unification and

expansionism under Von Otto Bismarck were natiatialitendencies that, to a
large extent, led to the outbreak of the First \WoMar, which was in many ways
total in nature. Similar nationalistic and expanssb tendencies led to the rise of
Nazism and pushed the world into another total wahe mould of the Second
World War, which was fought on a larger scale, iallm a more modern level.

According to Gunn (2006: 67), in a total war, thexdess differentiation between
combatants and civilians than in other conflictsyd asometimes no such
differentiation at all, as nearly every human reseucivilians and soldiers alike,
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can be considered to be part of the belligeremtrefA total war usually involves
the complete mobilization of all available resogrcend population by the
belligerent parties. World War | could be seen fritiis perspective, as it involved
almost the whole of Europe mobilizing to wage WoN@r I. The execution of the
war involved the withdrawal of young men from theoguction line and their
replacement by women.

The Second World War can be considered the typsample of total war,
however, with a lot of modernity. Many charactecistof the Second World War
make it a typical example of total war in a modera. These characteristics could
be seen in:

I.  the level of national mobilization of resourcesadirsides of the conflict;
ii. the battle-space being contested;
lii.  the scale of the armies, navies, and air forcegdahrough conscription;
iv. the active targeting of civilians (and civilian pesty);
v. the general disregard for collateral damage; and
vi. and the unrestricted aims of the belligerents ndatkeéal war on a multi-
continental scale.

The Revolutionary wars that resulted from the FreRevolution marked the
introduction of total war into warfare, and this ragntioned was typified in the
two world wars.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.1: Is there a link between the French Revolution and
the emergence of total war in global politics?

3.2 WorldWar |I: TheWar and It Causes

The causes of World War I, which began in centraioge in July 1914, included
many intertwined factors, such as the conflicts hodtility of the four decades
leading up to the war. Militarism, alliances, imijpésm, and nationalism played
major roles in the conflict as well. However, themediate origins of the war lay
in the decisions taken by statesmen and generailsgdilhe June Crisis of 1914,
casus belli for which was the assassination of du&e Franz Ferdinand of
Austria and his wife by Gavrilo Princip, an irredishSerb.

The crisis came after a long and difficult seriésliplomatic clashes between the
Great Powers (Italy, France, Germany, Great BritAmstria-Hungarian Empire
and Russia) over European and colonial issueseimiéicade before 1914 that had
left tensions high. In turn these diplomatic clashan be traced to changes in the
balance of power in Europe since 1867. The moreadiate cause for the war
was tensions over territory in the Balkans. Ausitiiangary competed with Serbia
and Russia for territory and influence in the regamd they pulled the rest of the
Great Powers into the conflict through their vasi@lliances and treaties.
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The topic of the causes of World War | is one @& thost studied in all of world
history. Scholars have differed significantly ireithinterpretations of the event.
Identified below are some of the most importanglégrm or structural causes are:

The growth of nationalism across Europe

Unresolved territorial disputes

Intricate system of alliances

The perceived breakdown of the balance of powé&iuirope
Misperceptions of intent — e.g., the German belief United Kingdom
would remain neutral (Davies, 2008; Kantowicz, 1999
Convoluted and fragmented governance

Delays and misunderstandings in diplomatic comnatroas
Arms races of the previous decades

Previous military planning (Shaw, 2000)

Imperial and colonial rivalry for wealth, power apestige
Economic and military rivalry in industry and trade.g.

However, it could be said that the war was cause@d web of domestic and
international factors in Europe.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.2: provide a comprehensive list of the causative
factors to World War I.

3.3 Domestic Factorstothe War

Responsible for the outbreak of the war to somergxtvere certain domestic

politics in Germany, France, and Austria. In Gergderman government at the
time was still dominated by the Prussian Junkers f@ared the rise of these left
wing parties. Preston (1998) observes that Frigzhéar famously argued that they
deliberately sought an external war to distractgbpulation and whip up patriotic

support for the government.

In France, situation was quite different from tllmGermany but yielded the same
results. More than a century after the French Rewwol, there was still a fierce

struggle between the left-wing French governmernt ié right-wing opponents,

including monarchists and "Bonapartists.” A "godd war" was seen by both

sides (with the exception of Jean Jaurés) as atwayplve this crisis thanks to a
nationalistic reflex. For example, on July 29, aftee had returned from the
summit in St. Petersburg, President Poincaré wesdai$ war could be avoided.

According to Smith and Steadman (2004), he is tepao have replied: "It would

be a great pity. We should never again find coodgibetter (ibid)."

In 1867, the Austrian Empire fundamentally chandgsdyjovernmental structure,
becoming the Dual Monarchy of Austria-Hungary. Famdreds of years, the
empire had been run in an essentially feudal mamndgr a German-speaking
aristocracy at its head. However, with the thregresented by an emergence of
nationalism within the empire's many component ietties, some elements,
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including Emperor Franz Joseph, decided that a comige would have to be
made in order to preserve the power of the Germatoaracy. In 1867, the
Ausgleichwas agreed upon which made the Magyar elite ingdgnalmost equal
partners in the government of Austria-Hungary. Adarg to Record (2005), this
arrangement fostered a tremendous degree of digsdion amongst many in the
traditional German ruling classes. Mandelbaum () 9f8nes that some of them
considered théusgleichto have been a calamity because it often frustrtteir
intentions in the governance of Austria-Hungary.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.3: to what extent did domestic politics in Europe
contribute to the outbreak of the First World War?

3.4 External FactorstotheWar

In addition to the internal crises in major Eurapstates, there were also external
factors that sparked off the war. Amongst extefaetors that have been identified
in accounting for the cause of the war were:

1. Imperialism that resulted in the development of a@Rites for not just
colonies, but colonial trade and trade routes betwé¢he emerging
economic powers and the incumbent great powers.eSsrholars have
attributed the start of the war to imperialism.

2. Arms race among the major powers which was a napgpsecondition for
the outbreak of hostilities".

3. Alliance formation characterized by the formatioh @ loose web of
alliances around the European nations (many of ttegmiring participants
to agree to collective defense if attacked):

» Treaty of London, 1839, about the neutrality ofgem

* German-Austrian treaty (1879) or Dual Alliance

* |taly joining Germany and Austria in 1882

* Franco-Russian Alliance (1894)

* The "Entente Cordiale" between Britain and Fraid&94) which
left the northern coast of France undefended, badé¢parate
"entente” between Britain and Russia (1907) forniregTriple
Entente

4. The Balkan wars between 1912-1913 that led to asmd international
tension between Russia and Austria as well aeagitiening of Serbia and
a weakening of Turkey and Bulgaria which might oivise have kept
Serbia in check thus disrupting the balance of pawd&urope in favor of
Russia.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.4: what external factors galvanized the First
World War?
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4.0 Conclusion

Prior to the Revolutionary war, after the Thirty &s War, most wars in
Europe were smaller wars with limited goals. Givibe level of national
resources mobilized, the French Revolutionary Wanstroduced some of the
concepts of total war into the international system

5.0 Summary

This section of the study established a link betwét® French Revolutionary
wars and the emergence of total war in internatipoétics as typified in the
two World Wars. The nationalistic nature of thesarsvalso establishes a
connection with the French Revolution.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
1. In what ways can you describe the two World Warttsd wars?

2. Show the link between the French Revolutionary waard the emergence
of total warfare in international politics

3. The First World War was sparked off by internal téeis within major
European states as much as it was motivated bynaktéactors. Outline
and briefly discuss the external factors that faethe World War 1.

4. Identify and discuss the nationalistic motives hdhthe outbreak of the
First World War
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1.0 Introduction

This section of the study is focused on the interyears
20 Objectives

The objectives of this unit of the study are to:

» examine global politics in the interwar years; and
* investigate the conditions of the internationaltegysthat paved the way for
the outbreak of the Second World War and the glafiarmaths of the war.

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Global Paliticsin the Interwar Years

This period of history was marked by turmoil, agdpe struggled to recover from
the devastation of the First World War. In North émca especially the first half
of this period was one of considerable prospethg Roaring Twenties), but this
changed dramatically with the onset of the GregirBgsion in 1929. It was at this
time that the Weimar Republic in Germany gave waiwo episodes of political
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and economic turmoil, the first culminated in ther@an hyperinflation of 1923
and the failed Beer Hall Putsch of that same yEag. second convulsion, brought
on by the worldwide depression, resulted in the o Nazism. In Asia, Japan
became an ever more assertive power, especialyragiards to China.

The interwar period was marked by a radical changthe international order,
away from the balance of power that had dominated-\World War | Europe.
One main institution meant to bring stability wae t_eague of Nations, created
after the First World War with the intention of mtining world security and
peace and encouraging economic growth between merobatries. The League
was undermined by the bellicosity of Nazi Germamwyperial Japan, and
Mussolini's Italy, and by the non-participationtbé United States and the Soviet
Union, leading many to question its effectivenass lagitimacy.

A series of international crises strained the Leatuits limits, the earliest being
the invasion of Manchuria by Japan and the Abyaaimwrisis of 1935/36 in which
Italy invaded Abyssinia, one of the only free A&t nations at that time. The
League tried to enforce economic sanctions upoly, lfaut to no avail. The
incident highlighted French and British weaknesgneplified by their reluctance
to alienate Italy and lose her as their ally. Tieted actions taken by the Western
powers pushed Mussolini's Italy towards alliancéhwitler's Germany anyway.
The Abyssinian war showed Hitler how weak the Leagas and encouraged his
participation in the Spanish Civil War. He also i@arized the Rhineland in
flagrant disregard of the Treaty of Versalilles. SThvas the first in a series of
provocative acts culminating in the invasion ofdhal in September 1939 and the
beginning of the Second World War. Overall, theeimar period was
characterized by the following:

* Emergence of the League of Nation

* Global depression resulting from losses of WorldrWa

* The rise of Nazism as a result of the global degioes

* Invasion of Manchuria by Japan

* The Abyssinian crisis of 1935/36 in which Italy aded Abyssinia

* German remilitarization of the Rhineland, a viaatiof the Treaty of
Versalilles that set the tone for World War |l

Self Assessment Exercise 3.1: what do you understand by the interwar years?
3.2 The Second World War

World War I, or the Second World War (often abbated as WWII or WW?2),
was a global military conflict lasting from 1939 1845, which involved most of
the world's nations, including all of the great mos¢ eventually forming two
opposing military alliances, the Allies and the #xit was the most widespread
war in history, with more than 100 million militapersonnel mobilized. In a state
of "total war," the major participants placed theimtire economic, industrial, and
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scientific capabilities at the service of the wdfo, erasing the distinction

between civilian and military resources. SommegvilR008) observes that the
Second World War was marked by significant evemielving the mass death of
civilians, including the Holocaust and the only adenuclear weapons in warfare.
He further describes it as the deadliest confichuman history, resulting in 50
million to over 70 million fatalities (ibid).

The war is generally accepted to have begun on gte8wwer 1939, with the
invasion of Poland by Germany and Slovakia, andegbent declarations of war
on Germany by France and most of the countrieshef British Empire and
Commonwealth. Germany set out to establish a langgire in Europe. From late
1939 to early 1941, in a series of campaigns agdties, Germany conquered or
subdued much of continental Europe; amid Nazi-S@ageeements, the nominally
neutral Soviet Union fully or partially occupiedchannexed territories of its six
European neighbours. Britain and the Commonweathained the only major
force continuing the fight against the Axis in NoAfrica and in extensive naval
warfare. In June 1941, the European Axis launchednaasion of the Soviet
Union, giving a start to the largest land theafrevar in history, which, from this
moment on, was tying down the major part of thesAxilitary power. Barrett et
al. (2001) notes that in December 1941, Japan,hwméa been at war with China
since 1937, and aimed to dominate Asia, attackedJtited States and European
possessions in the Pacific Ocean, quickly conqgemuach of the region.

The Axis advance was stopped in 1942 after theatled€é Japan in a series of
naval battles and after defeats of European Axsps in North Africa and,

decisively, at Stalingrad. In 1943, with a seridsGerman defeats in Eastern
Europe, the Allied invasion of Fascist Italy, anthérican victories in the Pacific,
the Axis lost the initiative and undertook strateggtreat on all fronts. In 1944, the
Western Allies invaded France, while the Soviet doinregained all territorial

losses and invaded Germany and its allies.

The war in Europe ended with the capture of BdonSoviet and Polish troops

and the subsequent German unconditional surremd8r\day 1945. The Japanese
Navy was defeated by the United States, and inmadithe Japanese Archipelago
("Home Islands") became imminent. The war in Asiaerl on 15 August 1945

when Japan agreed to surrender.

The war ended with the total victory of the Allieser Germany and Japan in
1945. World War 1l altered the political alignmeand social structure of the
world. The United Nations (UN) was established tostér international

cooperation and prevent future conflicts. The Soldeion and the United States
emerged as rival superpowers, setting the stagiéoCold War, which lasted for
the next 46 years. Meanwhile, the influence of Been great powers started to
decline, while the decolonization of Asia and Adricegan. Most countries whose
industries had been damaged moved towards econoetiovery. Political
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integration, especially in Europe, emerged as dorteto stabilize postwar
relations.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.2: account for the outbreak of the Second World War.
3.3 Global Aftermathsof the War
Occupational Administration

The Allies established occupation administratiomsAustria and Germany. The
former became a neutral state, non-aligned witholical bloc. The latter was
divided onto western and eastern occupation zoonesralled by the Western
Allies and the USSR, accordingly. An observation Ngrbert Frei (2002)

indicates that a denazification program in Germigalyto the prosecution of Nazi
war criminals and the removal of ex-Nazis from powathough this policy

moved towards amnesty and re-integration of ex-Namd West German society.
Germany lost a quarter of its pre-war (1937) teryit the eastern territories:
Silesia, Neumark and most of Pomerania were taken loy Poland; East Prussia
was divided between Poland and the USSR, followedhb expulsion of the 9

million Germans from these provinces, as well a8 ofillion Germans from the

Sudetenland in Czechoslovakia, to Germany. By t804, every fifth West

German was a refugee from the east. The USSR alslo aver the Polish

provinces east of the Curzon line (from which 2lioml Poles were expelled),
Eastern Romania, and part of eastern Finland aed Baltic states.

Emergence of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights

In an effort to maintain peace, the Allies formétw tUnited Nations, which
officially came into existence on 24 October 1946d adopted The Universal
Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, as a commamddrd for all member
nations.

Division of Germany and Cold War Bi-polarization of the System

According to Kantowicz (2000), the alliance betwelea Western Allies and the
Soviet Union had begun to deteriorate even befbeewar was over. A fact
corroborated by Wettig Gerhard (2008), who opirted Germany had beate
facto divided, and two independent states, Federal Repob Germany and
German Democratic Republic were created within bloeders of Allied and
Soviet occupation zones, accordingly. Trachtenb@$98) went further to
explain that the rest of Europe was also divide destern and Soviet spheres
of influence. Most eastern and central Europeamtt@ms fell into the Soviet
sphere, which led to establishment of Communistrégimes, with full or partial
support of the Soviet occupation authorities. Ageault, Poland, Hungary,
Czechoslovakia, Romania, Albania, and East Gernteoame Soviet Satellite
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states. Communist Yugoslavia conducted a fully peshelent policy causing
tension with the USSR.

According to Leffler et al. (1994), post-war divsi of the world was formalized
by two international military alliances, the Unitéttates-led NATO and the
Soviet-led Warsaw Pact. Bellamy (2001) further efabed on this east-west
division when he opines that the long period ofitmall tensions and military

competition between them, the Cold War, would becoawpanied by

unprecedented arms race and proxy wars.

Global Depression and Emergence of the US as Economic Giant of the World

The global economy suffered heavily from the wédthaigh WWII participants
were affected differently. The US emerged mucheidhan any other nation; it
had a baby boom and by 1950 its gross domesticuptquer person was much
higher than that of any of the other powers amtbihinated the world economy.

Decolonization

Highlighted above are some of the global aftermaththe Second World War
However, in addition to all these was the decolatnan of African territories,

which followed from the nationalistic spirit thatag set in motion by the war
experience. This feeling of nationalism itself paménted out earlier had its root in
the French Revolution. The section that followsl| w# a consideration of the
decolonization of African territories from the peestive of the impacts of the
French Revolution.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.3: Highlight some of the global aftermaths of the
Second World War

4.0 Conclusion

A period of two World Wars, the interwar period waarked by a radical change
in the international order, away from the balanégawer that had dominated
pre—World War | Europe. One main institution metmtoring stability was the
League of Nations, created after the First WorldrWath the intention of
maintaining world security and peace and encougagtonomic growth between
member countries. The League was undermined byb#ikcosity of Nazi
Germany, Imperial Japan, and Mussolini's Italy, &gdthe non-participation of
the United States and the Soviet Union, leadingyntarquestion its effectiveness
and legitimacy.

50 Summary

The section shows that the interwar period was ethixy turmoil, as Europe
struggled to recover from the devastation of thestRiVorld War. The politico-
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cum-socio-economic situations of the internatioegbtem during this period
provided the fertile ground for the outbreak of 8econd World War.

6.0

Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. Outline and explain some of the global aftermatithe Second World War
2.

Provide and overview discussion of the internati@ystem in the interwar
years

What were the factors that could stand out in aotiog for the outbreak of
the Second World War?

Explain what you understand by bi-polarity as aricome of the Second
World War.

Outline the essential features of the interwar yesr Europe and the
international system as a whole
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1.0 Introduction

Decolonization of colonial territories stands owt ane of the major global
aftermaths of the French Revolution. This sectioaréfore examines the links
between the decolonization of African territoriesldhe French Revolution.

20 Objectives

The main objective of this unit of the study isewamine the links between the
French Revolution and the decolonization of Africanitories.

3.0 Main Content
3.1 TheScramblefor and Colonization of Africa
The Scramble for Africa, also known as the RaceAfiica was a process of

invasion, attack, occupation, and annexation oficAfr territory by European
powers during the New Imperialism period, betwe&811and World War | in
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1914. As a result of the heightened tension betwegmopean states in the last
guarter of the 19th century, the partitioning ofiéd may be seen as a way for the
Europeans to eliminate the threat of a Europe-wide over Africa. The last 59
years of the nineteenth century saw transition frovformal imperialism’ of
control through military influence and economic doamce to that of direct rule.

The occupation of Egypt and the acquisition of @@ngo were the first major
moves in what came to be a precipitous scrambleAfocan territory. In 1884,
Otto von Bismarck convened the 1884-1885 Berlin f@mmce to discuss the
Africa problem. The diplomats put on a humanitafiagade by condemning the
slave trade, prohibiting the sale of alcoholic vages and firearms in certain
regions, and by expressing concern for missionativiaies. More importantly,
the diplomats in Berlin laid down the rules of caetipon by which the great
powers were to be guided in seeking colonies. Ei&y agreed that the area along
the Congo River was to be administered by Léopbldf IBelgium as a neutral
area, known as the Congo Free State, in which taadienavigation were to be
free. No nation was to stake claims in Africa withootifying other powers of its
intentions. No territory could be formally claimgatior to being effectively
occupied. However, the competitors ignored thesrwiden convenient and on
several occasions war was only narrowly avoided.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.1: what do you understand by the expression “the
scramble for Africa™?

3.2 FactorsResponsiblefor Colonization
Sub-Saharan Africa, one of the last regions of vleeld largely untouched by
'informal imperialism’, was also attractive to Buets ruling elites for economic

and racial reasons.

Economic factors

During a time when Britain's balance of trade shibvaegrowing deficit, with
shrinking and increasingly protectionist continérmtaarkets due to the Long
Depression (1873-1896), Africa offered Britain, any, France, and other
countries an open market that would garner themadetsurplus: a market that
bought more from the colonial power than it soleém@i. Britain, like most other
industrial countries, had long since begun to miruafavourable balance of trade
(which was increasingly offset, however, by the ome from overseas
investments).

Demand for raw materials

Another inducement for imperialism arose from tremdnd for raw materials
unavailable in Europe, especially copper, cottonbber, palm oil, cocoa,
diamonds, tea, and tin, to which European consuimaasgrown accustomed and
upon which European industry had grown dependediditionally, Britain wanted
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the southern and eastern coasts of Africa for steipports on the route to Asia
and its empire in India.

Strateqic rivalry

While tropical Africa was not a large zone of intreent, other regions overseas
were. The vast interior between the gold and diatwach Southern Africa and
Egypt, had, however, key strategic value in segutive flow of overseas trade.
Britain was thus under intense political pressoradcure lucrative markets such
as British Raj India, Qing Dynasty China, and Latimerica from encroaching
rivals. Thus, securing the key waterway betweern &ad West — the Suez Canal —
was crucial. The rivalry between the UK, France,rify and the other
European powers account for a large part of thentphtion. Thus, while
Germany, which had been unified under Prussiagsanly after the 1866 Battle of
Sadowa and the 1870 Franco-Prussian War, was hardbfonial power before
the New Imperialism period, it would eagerly papate in the race.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.2: what were the Europeans’ motivations for the
annexation and colonization of Africa?

3.3 French Revolution and Decolonization of African Nations

The signing of the Declaration of Rights of Man anavhat was known as the
Napoleonic Code would later come to play a roltheabolition of slavery, rise of
nationalistic Movements and eventual decolonizawdrAfrican colonies. This
Declaration not only gave rights and freedom tonEhemen with the slogan
"libert, egalit, fraternit. It also provided, to a good extent, the basiswdrich
French colonies and other colonies alike demandeddif government. In France,
Feudalism was abolished. The pre- Revolution spdetappeared as well. It was
no longer assembled by layers, with each layer gesasg different rights and
freedoms. Occupations were opened to all applicatasing the most ambitious
and successful to rise and putting no emphasislass.cThe Revolution also
provided us with "the most influential model of pdgr insurrection,” (Kaiser,
2006) against the Monarchy.

The Napoleonic Code was a combination of estaldisaes in France "with the
basic ideas of the Revolution” (Trueman, 1969:18d)gave all men equality
before the law, freedom of conscience and work,taadseparation of Church and
State, (Trueman, 1969:184). Despite failing to eatequality to women as well, it
did give "rights and protection of property,” (Troan, 1969:184). It is highly
regarded as the single most influential effect apbleonic Era (and consequently
of the French Revolution) (Trueman, 1969:184). Thapoleonic Code was
instituted in all of the territories occupied byetkrench during the Napoleonic
Wars. It strongly impacted the modern laws of maagions stretching the globe,
not only that of continental Europe.

197



Salf Assessment Exercise 3.3: Examine the link between the French Revolution
and the decolonization of Africa nations

34  TheNapoleonic Code and Decolonization of Francophone West Africa

The Code served as the basis on which Africansrandh colonies attained
equality with Free-born French men. Through thism@ple of equality, liberty,
and fraternity, colonized peoples of French colsniere able to attain French
citizenship through full assimilation of the Frenaulture. The rights of
citizenship acquired, though in many sense limipgdyided the fertile soil for the
growth of nationalistic Movements in French col@iBy the 1930s, the colonial
powers had carefully cultivated a small elite odders educated in Western
universities and familiar with ideas such as seliednination. These leaders,
including some major nationalists such as Kenyétanya), Nkrumah (Gold
Coast, Ghana), Senghor (Senegal), and HouphougtB¢Cote d'lvoire) came to
lead the struggle for independence. The procesth&decolonization of French
African territories was set in motion in the decaadter the Second World War,
starting from the late fifties with Libya that wasrtly colonized by France in
1951 and Tunisia in 1956. Today, all African staéee free from colonialism,
although they all still suffer from neo-colonialisA phenomenon described by
Nkrumah as the worst form of colonialism.

Self Assessment Exercise 3.4: what do you understand by the Napoleonic Code?
4,0 Conclusion

Decolonization of colonial territories stands ostame of the major global aftermaths
of the French Revolution. The signing of the Deatimn of Rights of Man under what
was known as the Napoleonic Code would later cameay a role in the abolition of
slavery, rise of nationalistic Movements and evehtdecolonization of African
colonies.

50 Summary

The French Revolution and the resultant Revolutypnaars did not merely
change the political and social face of Francalsb produced developments with
far-reaching effects beyond the borders of Eurapenply put, the French
Revolution had global impacts, some of which hagerbhighlighted and brought
under focus in this study. Some of the global effe@t the Revolution include:

I. serving as a prelude to other Revolutions in Eeyape German and
Russian Revolutions as typical examples;

ii. basis for the rise of nationalism and the natioatestin pre-French
Revolution Europe;

iii.  reintroduction of total war into the internatiorsistem as symbolized the
Napoleonic wars and the two world wars; and
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motivation for the decolonization of African colesi mainly as a result of
the Napoleonic Code, which contains the Declaratibthe Right of Man
and of the Citizen: a basis for equality, libergynd fraternity enjoyed by
assimilated Africans in French colonies.

Tutor-Marked Assignment

Critically examine the significance of the FrieriRevolution to the rise of
Revolutionary Movements in Europe.

Extensively discuss the linkage between thedfré&tevolutionary wars and
the emergence or reintroduction of Total War inititernational system.

To what extent did the French Revolution infloernhe decolonization of
African territories?

Evaluate the significance of the French Revotutio the rise of the
nationalism and the nation state in Europe.

How relevant is the concept of Nationalism sisoeised by Boyd Shafer.

How would you react to the French Revolutiomigea precursor to other
European Revolution?
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