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INTRODUCTION

ISL813: Advance Qur’anic Studies is a one-semestieurteen credit unit
course. lis available for Master students as a course in thel$fi&nic
Studies programme. The course is also suitableafyone who is
interested in the study of the Glorious Qur'an &®l Book. There are no
pre-requisites for the course. This course guidefdoyou on what the
course is about, what you are expected to knowah anit, what course
materials you will be using and how you can workryway through these
materials. It also emphasizes the need for tutokesh assignments.
Detailed information on tutor-marked assignment®isd in a separate
file, which will be provided for you in due cour3éere are periodic tutorial
classeshat are linked to the course.

COURSE AIMS

ISL813: Advance Qur'anic Studies comprises 14 utisoverall aim

is to acquaint you with a comprehensive understanolithe characteristic
features of the Qurarnts form and contents and its significance as
Scripture. This among other issues will be achidoyed

*Introducing you to the revelation as source of Qar’an and the

development of science gfra’at . Leading you forward to gaining an
in-depth understanding of the characteristics,uiestand suitability of

the Quran to human nature.

Helping you to explain th€ur'an as a basic source of tighaiCah
Highlighting the uniqueness of the HolQur'an and its role in the
establishment of a good society.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

In achieving the aims set out above there are dvsrtobjectives. In
addition, each unit also has specific objectivase Tnit objectives are
always included at the beginning. You should rdsaht before you start
working through the unit. You may want to refertt@m during your
study of the unit to check your progress. You sti@lvays look at the unit
objectives after completing a unit. This way yoan conirm whether

you have done what was required of you by the unit.

Stated below are the wider objectives of this ceuss a whole. By
meeting these objectives, you should have achidghedaims of the
course as a whole. On successful completion ofdliese, you should be
able to:
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o Explain the methods of studying the Qur’an, anddéeelopment
of science ofjira’at

o Give an in-depth explanation of the characteristestures and
suitability of the Quran to human nature.

o Highlight the significance of th@ur'an as a basic source of the
Shat®ah (Islamic

o Law).

o Provide detailed descriptions of guidelines of tlioly

Qur’anonthe establishment of a good society.
WORKING THROUGH THISCOURSE

To complete this course, you are required to réadstudy units in the
Course Material, the recommended books and oth&@riala provided by
the National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN). Th&jor components
of the course are:

1 Course Guide

2 Study Units in the Course Material
3. References and Further Reading
4 Assessments

THE STUDY UNITS

Modulel Characteristicsand Featuresof the Quran

Unit 1 Names of the Qur’an

Unit 2 Revelation and Preservation of the Qur'an
Unit 3 Unification of the Quranic Versions

Unit 4 The Manuscripts of the Qur’an.

Module2  Form and Contentsof the Quran

Unit 1 The Makkan and Madinan Suwar

Unit 2 Divisions of the Qur'an

Unit 3 Literary Forms and Style of the Qur'an
Unit 4 Variant Readings of the Quran

Unit 5 The development of science of giraah

Module The Significance of the Quran

Unit 1 Quran as the Primary Source of Sar
Unit 2 The Essene ard Messae of the Qur’an.
Unit 3 Views of ncn-Muslims About the Qur an
Unit 4 The Authenticty of the Qur an
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Unit 5 Quranic Principleson Unity, Equality anc Peacful
Co-existence of Mankind

References

In addition to the Course Material, you are requiit@ purchase any of
the textbooks listed below. You need them for &md some other
Islamic studies courses.

AbulA’laMawdudi (1989).Towards Understanding IslanT he United
Kingdom: The Islamic Foundation.

Abdalati Hammudah (197dglam in Focusindiana, U.S.A.

Abdulah Yusuf Ali (1999).The Qur'an: Translation and Commentary
United Kingdom: ICPCI, Islamic Vision.

Abdul, M.O.A (1981)Gateway to Islamljebu-Ode, Nigeria.

Denffer (1986). “Ulum al Qur'an (An Introduction the Sciences of the
Qur'an.”

Haykal Husayn Haykal, H. (198Zhe Life of Muhammad. Lagos:
Academic PressLimited.

Marmaduke Pickthall, Quranic Advices, Lagos, Niger Islamic
Publications Bureau.

Muhammad Ahmad (1992Misinterpretations of the Qur'anbadan,
Nigeria: Islamic Education Trust

Sayyid Qutb, (1979)In the Shade of the Qur'ai.ondon: M.W.H
LondonPublishers.

ASSESSMENTS
Your assessment will be based on self-assessmantigss, tutor-marked
assignments (TMASs) and a final examination which yall write at the

end of the course.

The self-assessment exercises are to assist yomei@suring your
understanding of the topics you read in the Courake them seriously.

Vi
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TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS(TMA)

Every unit contains at least one or two Tutor Mark&ssignments
(TMASs). You will be asked to answer four of themlina and submit
them for assessment. The four will be multiple-ckobased and
constitute 30% of your final grade. The tutor-markssignments may be
presented to you at four separate intervals. ithgortant you do them as
they constitute your continuous assessment.

FINAL EXAMINATION AND GRADING

At the end of the course, you will write a finalagwination, which will

constitute 70% of your final grade. The examinatiahich shall be
online and last for three hours, shall consist oftidle Choice Questions
(MCQ) and Fill in The Blank Questions (FBQ).

This table shows how the actual course markingag&dn down.

Asse:isment Marks

Assignments Three marks assignment of 10% eacltjvgive
30% of courst marks

Final Examinatior [70% of overal course marks

Total 100% of courstmarks

PRESENTATION SCHEDULE

The Presentation Schedule included in the acadealendar on the
University web- site gives you the important ddtasthe completion of
tutor-markedassignments andttending tutorials. Remember, you are
required to submit all your assignments by the date. You should
guard against falling behind in your work

SUMMARY

This Course Guide has been able to familiarise yiblun &n overview of

what you should expect in ISL813 Advanced Qurandi®gl Upon

completing the course, the questions relating teoua studies on the
Quran which you will be able to answer will be umlied. We wish you
success with the course and hope that you will ititdth interesting and
useful.

Vil
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MODULE 1 CHARACTERISTICS AND FEATURES OF
THE QURAN

Unit 1 Names of the Qur'an

Unit 2 Revelation and Preservation of the Qur'an

Unit 3 Unification of the Quranic Versions

Unit4 The Manuscripts of the Qur'an

UNIT 1 NAMES OF THE QUR’AN
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Meaning of Quran (That which is to be Read)
3.2 Al-Kitab (The Book)
3.3 Al-Furgan (The Separator)
3.4  Al-Hudah (The Guidance)
3.5 Al-Tanzil (The Revelation)
3.6  Al-Hukim (The Judgement)

4.0 Conclusion

50 Summary

6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0  References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Quran is known by many names. These namesoare
importance to the boo&s they depict the use of the text and its
content among Muslims. Interestingly, the Qur'aselit contains
many other names by which it is called. In thist,uypu will learn
about the names of the Qur’an, their meaningshamndstgnificance.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o Identify other names by which the Qur’an is known
o explain the meanings of thesames
o Know the spiritual significance of these names teshns
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Meaning of Qur'an

Qur'an is from the Arabic word gara’a, i.e. ‘to déaThe word Qur’an
means what is to be read. In other words, by itammg, the book we are
studying in this unit is the one meant to be reitldee individually or
collectively from time to time. No wonder, thereddhat the Qur'an has
become a source of competition among the youngtlaaald who are
always eager to out-do each other in the art afingethe Qur’an.

The angel Jibril as mentioned in Unit 2 began theelation of the
Qur'an with a command “Read”. This is very sigrafit because right
from inception, the book was to be often repeatdas. But we should
know that reading the Qur'an is an effort that rieggicertain etiquettes
or decorum. etiquettes or decorum. Those to readtok, the place,
the manner and but we should know that readingXinean is an effort
that requires certain comportment all must foll@«tain guidelines. The
proper reading of the Qur'an requires a specidl lskown aslimTajwid,
l.e. The science of recitation. This skill provigeproper pronunciation of
some letters, the mode of recitation as well agagice of some rules in
the book.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
Explain the meaning of Qur'an
3.2 Al-Kitab(The Book)

The Qur’an has as another name, the book. Thigined in Qur'an 2:2
thus:

“That is the book, in which there is no doubt,sita guide for those
who fear Allah.”

Although the Qur’an is described as a book, ita ke any other
book. The term book is only in the textual naturéhe compilation, we
should not look at the Qur'an as a book from theesavay we perceive
other books we use in our day-to-day activities.

For example, most of the books we use in our dadyivities have
human beings as their authors; the author of the&’aQuis Allah
Himself. Again, ordinary books undergo severaliedg, assessments,
modifications and corrections. The Qur’an as weehavthe days of the
Prophet remains the same even today. It has notwalhchever go
through any revisions.
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Even in other holy books recognized by Islam, maxenh his words
with God'’s, but in the case of Qur’an, we find otihe words of God,
and in their original form. In addition, the origintexts of most of the
known divine books were lost altogether, and ofigirt translations
exist today. In the case of the Qur’an, it is ekaicttact today as it was
revealed to the Prophet. Not a word, not even &lsid has been
changed.

Some holy books were sent in languages which doed) lago. No
nation or community now speaks those languagestitearg are only a
few people who claim to understand them. Thusyenanterpret those
books and put them into practice becomes a diffimgk. On the other
hand, the language of the Quran is a living laggyamillions of people
speak it, and millions know and understand it. Acab being taught
and learnt in many universities of the world. Thuss easy to interpret the
Arabic Qur'an and then follow the injunctions thare

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

To what extent would you agree that the Qur'anifeent
from other books?

3.3 Al-Furgan(The Separator)

Another name by which Quran is known is The Sejoara.e. the one
that distinguishes the truth from falsehood. Thesfectly refers to the
emergence of the book at a time when the Makkanse vgeossly
involved in all forms of falsehood both in termswbrship and social
life. The idolaters of Makkah thrive in falsehood lkvorshipping
manmade gods and goddesses, and so the Quran eaEma
separator between these and worship of the onlyzanak Allah.

True Prophet is raised by God Himself. It is He wias sent him to
mankind to convey His message to His people.Htisscommand that one
should put one’s faith in the Prophet and follounhiThus, one who
refuses to believe in God’'s messenger refuses towoGod's
commandment and becomes a rebel. The evidences# Who are on the
wrong path and those on the straight path is coethiin the Qur'an,
a distinguisher.

Perhaps, the position of Islam would not have Hestter appreciated if
Muhammad was only to come out and call the peapléhé one only
one true God, without a piece of evidence that hs actually sent by
Him. To separate the false and feeble kind of Guadhi¢h the

Makkans were worshipping) from the strong and atleenpassing, all-
powerful Allah, the Qur’an provides all these thybuts contents.
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Whatever notions the pre-Islamic Arabs had of nsyraulture and
civilisations were primitive in the extreme. Theyuid hardly
discriminate or distinguish between pure and impuesvful and
unlawful. Their lives were barbaric.

They take pleasure in adultery, gambling and dnigkiLooting and
murder were part of their everyday existence. Tiwewld stand stark
naked before each other without any shame or camsei It is the Qur'an
that now came to separate between this horribdeififwhich the Arabs
were living and the purified, neat and wholesome, avhich is Islam.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Explain with examples how the Qur'an can be describ
as ‘The Separator’.

3.4  Al-Hudah(The Guidance)

The Qur’an is guidance from darkness to the lightstam.
The Qur'an chapter 2
verse 185 states:

“‘Ramadan is the (month) in which was sent dawe Quran, as a
guide to mankind, also clear sign®r guidance and judgement
(Between Right and Wrong)”

The guidance imparted through the Prophets of thst pvas not
complete.

Every Prophet was followed by another who effecidteérations

and additions in the teachings and injunctions isf fredecessors,
and in this way, the chain of reform and progresdiaoued. That is

why the teaching of the earlier Prophets, afterdpse of time, was lost.
Obviously, there was no need to preserve theithiags when amended
and improved guidance had taken place. At the thst,most perfect
code of guidance was imparted to mankind throughdavhumad. By this,

all theprevious codes wesaitomaticallyreplaced.

It is futile to follow an incomplete code when tbemplete code exists.
That complete code is the Qur’'an. It guides thedmdnvards a perfect life
and teaching which never existed in the books @ftrlier Prophets who
had come before Muhammad. The guidance of the Qus'# provide
for man an entry point to the eternal pleasurehef Almighty Allah.
Whoever follows it, will have everlasting peacemind, and whoever
rejects will suffer perdition in the end.



ISL 813 MODULE 1

Like the wandering shepherds in the wilderness Atabs before Islam
needed true guidance for their life to be secuaed, for mankind, in
general, to be provided with a complete code d, liwhich is Islam.
This is what the Quran has come to do for the Aidddaters and by
extension the entire world. Thus it is found in fQar’an a guide to
one’s economic, social, political, matrimonial andeed every facet of
life. No wonder therefore that in Suratul Fatihdhe only prayer is
“Guide us on the right path”. Whoever has been euidill never go
astray in terms of worship and complete peace nfimi

The Quran guides us on how to behave among owseliow to
respect our parents, how to transact businesses, tboadminister
inheritances, how to pilot affairs of a group otio@, how to treat the
orphans and so on.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4
Explain how the Qur’'an is a guide to the believers.
3.5 Al-Tanzil (The Revelation)

The Qur'an is not just a book written by someonemawhere,
somehow. It is a revealed message, a compendiunglirdogether as
reference material for believers. God had reve&lest Books to His
Prophets before Muhammad and these books weredsevr in the
same way as He sent down the Qur'an. It is pafaoh in Islam to
believe in the previous revelations such as Torakie@led to Prophet
Musa), Injil (to Prophet Isa) and Zabur (to PropBeiud). A Muslim
should believe that whatever books were sent doywGdd are altrue.
While the original texts of most of the former divineots were lost
altogether, and only their translation exists tqddme Qur’'an, exists
exactly as it was revealed to the Prophet Muhamrhad.a word is
changed or even added to it. Thus, Qur'an is aviailm its original text
as a revealed and preserved book of all timeelfQur'an had been a
man-made work, several mistakes, additions andswould have been
discovered in it. The Quran 26:192 states:

“Verily, this is a Revelation from the Lord of therlds”.

That the Qur'an is a revelation from Allah shouélds the nature that it is
purely and absolutely God’'s own words, that it exfectly true, that

every word of it is preserved, that everything nmmd therein is right,
that it is duty-bound on every man and woman toycawt in his life and

every community every command of it and that whatdwe against it
must be rejected.
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The Quran within its texts also confirms the ssatii being a revelation
from the Supreme Being, the wise. This is why savpassages in the
book direct themind to reflect on certain phenomena around man, and
how these have impacted the life of man. Prophehdvhmad was not
known to be a scientist. But thenessageis full of scientific
discoveries. This can only testify to it as beingeaelation from the
Almighty, the all-knowing Allah.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5

Enumerate on four points to confirm the divine fatien of the
Quran.

3.6  Al-Hukm(The Judgment)

The Quran has the name al-hukm, i.e. the judgemehich
truly represents the supremacy of the book oveatfagrs of man on
earth. The Qur'an 13:37 states:

“Thus have We revealed it to be a judgement ofaithin Arabic

Among the features of the Quran is that it corgamunctions, verdicts

and rulings on the various aspects of human lifeesgé judgments are of
divine origin and this is why in over one thousayghrs when the

Qur'an was revealed, no one has come up to faglfuithgments. This is

because Allah Himself is just, and will never bgushto His creatures.

In view of the complexity of man, he needs divinegement of the
activities whichhe embarks upon and which require divine blessings
Thus Qur'anprovidesjudgements on the distribution of the estate of
a deceased Muslim in such a manner that everyotie ifamily is taken
care of. Similarly, in the case of divorce betweean and woman, the
judgement of the Qur’an provides a balanced resolutvhen properly
executed.

The Qur'an judgement on criminal matters have bieemd to be the
best, and in the best interest of the larger sp@een by non-Muslim
jurists of the world. Today, several codified lawsrrow from the

Qur’anic provisions (although without stating so)iew of the fairness of
the Quranic provisions. And this makes a Muslimpigeiate the

blessing of the Quran on man, as agaitte man-made laws that
require updating, amendments and reviews from tintene.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 6

Examine the name of the Qur'an as the separator.

40 CONCLUSION

We have explained in this unit the various namethefQur'an which
makes it a true revelation from Allah. By these mamone can only
appreciate the supremacy of the book over the pusvbooks sent to

other Prophets and then strive to follow it.

50 SUMMARY

° The names by which we call the Qur'an are attribatiethis holy
book of Islam.
o The names indeed represent its use, place andopdsithe life of

a true believer.
6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Mention five other names of the Qur'an and disdingsr meanings in
brief.
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UNIT 2 REVELATION AND PRESEVATION OF THE HOLY
QURAN

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0  Objectives

3.0 Main Contents
3.1  The First Revelations and their Importance
3.2  The Preservation of the Quran
3.3  Objects of the Preservation
3.4  Memorisation of the Quran
3.5 Recording of the Quran

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this course, you will be exposed to the mode matkerial used in the
preservation of this holy book from the time of Mwummad to the
present day. This is very important because theaQuas we have it
today was not in the present form during the Prophiéetime.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o explain the significance of the first revelatiorthe Muslims

o explain the importance of the Qur'an to Muslims

o identify the mode and materials with which Quramswiatially
preserved

) discuss the roles played by the companions of thepHet
Muhammad in the preservation of the Qur’'an.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The First Revelation

The revelation of the Quran began in the holy mooitrRamadan,
specifically on the night dfaylatu’l-Qadir. This is, according to Quran
chapter 2:185 and 97:1. The revelation of the eriwok which was
piece by piece took a period of 23 years. It wasad in the Arabic
language which is in the mother tongue of Prophehdnmad. The
First Revelation has been “Read in the name of oud, the creator;

9
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who created man from a clot of blood Read! For ybard is most
gracious. He taught man by the pen that which hesdwt know.”
Prophet Muhammad recited these verses repeating dffter the angel
who later withdrew after they were permanently estioin his memory.
This was the beginning of the revelation of the &ur

The Prophet later got the command from Allah toogd and preach
the message as contained in the Quran 74 (SukaMudathir):

“O thou wrapped up (in a mantle ). Arise and deliwarning.
And thy Lord do though magnify. And thy garmenepKkeee from

After the first revelation, there was a break inmeoounication with

Prophet. This short period is call€@tra. The second portion of the
Quran revealed to the Prophet was the beginnimtpapter 74:1-5. This
second revelation was therefore aimed at prepahegProphet both
spiritually and politically.

Other early subsequent revelations were suratuhdatwhich was the
third and followed by surah 111,surah 81, surasf®ah 99, etc. The
revelation continued talking about paradise and, hle¢ day and the
night, the good and evil deeds etc.

The last revelation according to many scholars @2281.:
“And fear the day when ye shall be brought bacgadd

Then shall every soul be paid what it earned amienghall be
dealt with unjustly”.

Some scholars however said it was Q2:282 or 2: R8s also been
suggested that all the three verses were reveatedne occasion.
The Prophet died nine nights after the last rei@iaOther scholars held
that the last revelation was Q5:4

“This day | have perfected your religion for yaxgmpleted my
favour uponyou, and | have chosen for you Islam as a
religion”.

The first revelation of the Quran to Muhammad v&gatul * Alaq
Chapter 96 verses 1-5. The remainder of this Swvalch now has 19
ayat were revealed on some later occasion. Theirfimsortance of the
verses is that it shows Allah as the creator of ,;aad other creatures.
again it underscores the importance of knowledgmankind. By this
science and its importance to man is emphasized.fif$t revelation
shows that man can only know what is unknown to Hiyn the
permission of Allah and that all knowledge belongsHim alone. It

10
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also shows the importance of the pen and its vitdé in the
dissemination of knowledge, and that Allah is thengl teacher of man.

The first revelation of the Quran signifies the papitment of
Muhammad as a Prophet of Allah and that whatevi&ahAlvants shall
be done. Also that Allah is most Glorious who wami@n to be out of
the darkness afahiliyyah

into the light of Islam.

This chapter of the Qur'an shows that teachinglead to learning or
knowledge. Prepare him for the big task ahead. Hilogphet was being
given direct instruction to go out and boldly delivhis message. His
heart had always been purified by Allah, but now rfas outward
appearance must be dedicated to Allah.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Explain the significance of first, second and sgbsat early
revelations to the mission of Prophet Muhammed.

3.2 The Qur'an needed to be preserved

Right from the beginning the Quran was protecteti gumarded through
the heart and minds of the early recipients. Sihees the word from
Allah, they jealously kept the verses in their meynand used them in
the five canonical prayers. The fact that thesesagss are meant not
only for the Arabs, but indeed the entire mankirakes its preservation
necessary.

Apart from the daily recitation of the Qur’an, tReophet sent teachers to
communities in other places around the Arabian ipaes to teach
people the Quran. For example, Musa b. ‘Umar angath b. Jabal
were sent as teachers of the Quran to other aceaésseminate the
message. In view of this, there was the need te laastandard copy of
the Qur'an so that only one version was in cirgatat

Furthermore, the Prophet knew that the Qur'an wasanh for his

generation and the generation yet unborn, he engedr the

preservation of the book right from the beginnirig@velation so that
those coming after would have the opportunity aefdieg the message of
Allah sent through him. For these reasons, theree weeds for the
preservation of the holy book.

-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Enumerate the reasons for the preservation of thi&aQ

11
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3.2  During the Prophet's Lifetime

Prophet Muhammad did not present to his followérs tevelation
collected and arranged in a single volume. Rathenvas transmitting
them to his followers as they come to him in stagatches, and verses.
One major reason for this was that the revelatioi® Qur'an did not
come down in one piece, but at interval, and thigiaued until the end
of the Prophet’s lifetime.

Another reason was that even during the periodewtlation, some
verses were abrogated and so, the Prophet needexkplain the

abrogation and the abrogated verses. Most of tMesees were not
revealed in their final order, but were later agaah. It was therefore
during the lifetime of the Prophet that the veraese arranged and so
preserved.

Since the Prophet was unlettered (Q 8:157), theme wompanions who
were doing the writing on his behalf and were kegphe revelations in
a safe place. All the revealed verses and chapters in written form
during the lifetime of the Prophet. For instancéew Umar set out to
kill the Prophet Muhammad, he was informed thaarslhad already
spread to his own family. On getting to his homenfet his brother-in-
law, his nephew and his sisters who had embrackdnIseciting
Suratul Taha. Umar requested the sheet on whickufreh was written.
He was refused on the ground that he was not pudesa could not
touch the Qur'an. He later took the ritual bath andepted Islam.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Explain the mode of preservation of the Qur'an dgrithe Prophet
Muhammad'’s lifetime.

3.3  The Period of the Companions

According to Denffer, more than 20 well-known comjmams of the
Prophet memorised the Quran, even before the Prepleath. Among
them were Abubakr, Umar, Uthman, Ali, Ibon Mas ‘Udnu Abbas,
Abdullah  bnAmrbn al-As, Aishah, Hafsah, and Umma&#sh to
mention but few.

Unfortunately, most of those who memorised the Quiged in the

battle fought with enemies of Islam. This made Kkheslim’s consider

the preservation of the book very necessary soithanessage is not
lost. Some of these companions were contacteddmisuhe materials
in which they had the Quran written.

12
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The Quran was not only written down by those conganwho did so
on their own initiative. Indeed, the Prophet wheae teceived a
revelation, usually called for the scribes andated to him. Also while
in Medina, the Prophet had many scribes, the prentiamong whom
was Zaid bn Thabit.

Another form of preservation by the followers oétRrophet were new
converts who came to Madina to see the Prophetesrd about Islam.
They were provided with copies of the chaptershaf Quran, to read
and learn them by heart.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss how the companions of the prophet helpelampreservation of
the Quran.

3.4  Objects of Preservation

Three main objects, according to popular traditiohshe Prophet we
used as recording materials of the Quran duringlifieéme of the
Prophet Muhammad. These are:

0] Dry leaves (ii) Bones and skins of animalg @tones

According to UthmanbnAffan, the third Caliph, whegrortions of
different chapters were revealed to the Prophetdaviuhad, he used to
call one of those persons who used to write dowelations and say:
“write the verse or verses in the chapter wheréhsared such verse
occurs.”

Among the early scribes of the Quran were Zaid Ihabit,
Abubakr, Umar, Uthman Ali and Zubayr.

As the revelation grew in volume, these objectsankapt in the room of
Hafsah, wife of the Prophet Muhammad. This was wityen the
Prophet died, copies with Hafsah were among thadkeoted and
compiled into what is today known as Quran.

Dry leaves, bones and animal skins were the ordylaiMe and durable
objects during the lifetime of the Prophet Muhamntadpreserve
writings. With ink and pen, literary activities diig this time are limited
as a compliment to the human memory.

13
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Enumerate the objects in which the Quran was prededuring the
lifetime of the
Prophet Muhammad.

3.5 Memorization of the Quran

One of the major ways by which the Quran was pweskrand
transmitted orally was by memorization known ldgzu ‘I-Quran.
Prophet Muhammed was the first to commit the bawé& memory after
the Angel Jibril had brought it to him. Thereafter would declare the
revelation and instruct his companions to mematiz& good example
was Ibn Masud who was the first to publicly re¢hie Quran in the city
of Makka. It is also on record that Abubakr useddoite the Quran
publicly in front of his house in Makkah.

The significance of this is that right from the @ption, Quran has been
kept in the memory of the prophet first, and thes ¢ompanions.

Whatever is in the memory is likely to be presen@uger and also

eliminate variations. The Prophet himself encoudaggemorization of

the Quran. For example, one of his hadithgated bytbn Abbas says:

“The most superior among you (Muslims) are those \elarn the Quran
and teach it.”

During the five canonical prayers, recitation oé tQuran is required,
hence the need for memorization of verses of thea®un order to use
them in Prayers. The Prophet also listens to Qbesn recited by his
followers. In view of its spiritual significance,amorised verses of the
Quran helps in developing the mind spiritually. Th@dition of
memorization continued after the death of the Pebvpby his
companions and later among the generation thaivwelll, that is, the
tabi ‘Gn, until today. Thus, the public recitation of ti@uran was
common in the days of the Prophet as we have Quoampetition
recitation today at both national and internatidee¢ls.b

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Assess the impact of memorization of Qer‘an among Muslims.

14
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3.6 The Recording of theQur*an

Every stage, every step and every instruction ernviirses received the
highest regard and record during the lifetime & Brophet. Every care
was therefore taken to ensure that no part of évealed verses was
unrecorded. At intervals, the objects which Qer‘an was written as
mentioned | 3.4 above are brought out, read thraaginsure that what
has been written down agrees with what had beenikepe memory of
the Companions.. This was all done to ensure thectshare intact and
in good condition. This happens during the montRamadan when the
recitation of the Quran was more frequent.

Furthermore, the Prophet encouraged the art ofngriFor example, it
was related that some of the Quraysh who were takisoners at the
battle of Badr regained their freedom after thegt teught some of the
Muslims the art of writing. Bythis manyCompanions became literate,
thus increasing the number of the Prophet’s scribes

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
How accurate are the recorders of Qua‘an at the early stage of Islam?
4.0 CONCLUSION

The revelation of th&ur‘an began withSuratu “I-Alaq.This Surahis
significant in many ways. For a Muslim, it is trefarence point for the
birth of a religion which Allah Himself has nameddadirected a
Prophet to proclaim to the world. Ti@ur‘an was carefully preserved
right from the first day it started coming down tbe Prophet
Muhammad from Allah and the companions assistehguring that the
preserved materials are kept intact till his death.

5.0 SUMMARY

We have discussed in this Unit the events which tiedthe first
revelation ofQur‘an. We have also discussed the content of the first
revelation and its significance in the life of a $lim. We also learnt the
various attempt by the Prophet and his companioritee preservation

of theQur‘an. The efforts of the Companions and later generatains
Muslims have also been discussed to broaden yoowlkadge on the
steps taken to preserve the Quran till the presdant
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Discuss the various steps taken to ensure therpeggm of th&ur‘an.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn about various effoegned at the compilation of the
Qur'an into one volume as it is today. Since theimgs were done in objects
during the period of Muhammad, the later generdtdirthe need to preserve
the holy book for future generations, hence thesnapt of compilation.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o discuss the various stages of compilation of thég@u

) identify the initial problems faced by the comparsoof the
prophet in these efforts

o appreciate the care and concern of the successdtalmmmad

to preserve the Qur’an till the present day.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1  The First Attempt at Compiling the Qur'an

The last revelation of the Qur'an was received dewys before the death of the
prophet. These verses were also recorded, mempreadded and added to
others as a document in the objects. Thus, we has@nplete Quran left
behind by the Propheboth in the memories of various companions as
well as on writing materials.

The first attempt to compile the Quran was madethg first caliph,

Abubakr who instructed Zaid b. Thabit to prepareimgle copy of the
complete revelation. His reason was that many comopa who had
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memorized the Qur’an were killed at the battle aimamah in the year 633.
There was therefore the fear that unless somethmggnt was done,
many people who learnt the Qur’an by heart mayamgér be available to
confirm the written down verses.

Consequently, Zaid b. Thabit, on the authority loé first caliph brought
together all the revealed verses into the suhuefsh from both oral as well
as written sources. In order to confirm their gaewsubmissions, the caliph
demandedtwo witnesses for each piece. This document rerdaimih
Abubakr.

The result of this first attempt was that during first and second years
immediately after the death of the Prophet, th&emn¢velation was copied
onto sheets (suhuf).

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
Explain the circumstances that led to the compitatif the Qur’an.
3.2  The Uthman'’s Collection

Uthman b. Affan was the third caliph of Prophet Moimad. He came into
the Caliphal position after Umar b. Khahab, whemathe death of the first
caliph was holding the Suhuf of the Qur'an in cdstoAbout this time,
Islam was spreading outside the Arabian peninsula.

By the year 653, there were noticeable differeicasarose among Muslims
about the correct recitation of the Qur’an. Calithman then instructed Zaid
b. Thabit together with three other companions ropRet Muhammad to
prepare copies from the Suhuf kept with one of vilines of the Prophet,
Hafsat. Thus, the fresh copes from the originalUbulvere reproduced and
sent to various Muslim regions where differencesaw®ticed to replace
other material in circulation. The original suhuisweturned to Hafsat while
caliph Uthman also kept one copy (Mushaf).

This attempt by Uthman was very significant as itought about
uniformity of the copy of the Qur’an in an all théuslim region, thereby
providing an ample opportunity to confirm the anigif the holy book. It also
allows more copies to be available in case there avaispute over other
copies. Thus, from the loose sheets collected bybAkr, Uthmancame up
with re-production of the first compilation andail for uniformity in the
production of copies.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2
Highlight the significance of the Uthmanic editiofthe Qur'an.
3.3  Harmonization of the Verses

It would be recalled that Abubakr made one singtgycfrom the
various verbal and written materials. This copy Vedsr kept by Umar and
thereby his daughter and wife of the Prophet, Hafdavas from this single
copy that Uthman re-produced copies and sent todhieus region of the
Muslim world, while the original remained with Hatsintil her death. The
original copy with Uthman was known a®ushaf Uthmani(Uthmanic
edition) and itwas in fact known as the complete Quran by all the
companions of the Prophet, who agreed that it coatwhat Allah had
revealed to the Prophet Muhammad. Every year, Utlemsured that all
the regions recite the copies of the Quran wittnthwhile he, with the
original, listens to confirm that there were no igdons or
interpretations. This he did in the presence of i@morizers that were
still alive.

By this effort, Uthman was able to harmonize thenyna@opies and
confirm that they contain the same verses. Thisddo& confirmed from the
report on the battle of Siffin (A.H 37) 27 yearseatthe death of thproph,
andfive years after the Uthman’s copies were disteduvhere Mu’awiyah
troops fixed sheets from the Qur'an on their spe@rsnterrupt the
battle. Nobody accused anyone else of using a i#€ersersion of the
Qur'an which would have counted against the enefrydidb. Thabit who
was then the caliph.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Explain how Uthman b. Affan harmonized the variowegsion of the
Qur’an.

40 CONCLUSION

The compilation of the Quran took several effdsisthe companions of
Prophet Muhammad. Beginning with Abubakr, the ficstliph, Umar,
Uthman and Ali, the Qur'an as we have it today bagn carefully
compiled such that no verse was missing. This ig Wis regarded as the
holy book of Islam. This unit has explained theimas stages of the
compilation.
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5.0 SUMMARY

The death of many memorizers of the Quran at thatld of
Yamananecessitated the attempt to compile the agweb into one
unified book. This singular event was very sigraht when today we see
the same Qur’an being read without variation ofedénce. This was the
result of the companions of the Prophet who enstinatl the book was
preserved to date.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Assess the roles of the companions of Prophet Motaimin the
compilation of the Qur’an.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn the various scripts thfe Qur'an and the
developments of scriptwriting in the pre-Islamicdatine Islamic era.
The mode of writing in those days was done by te af the available
technology. The Qur’anic script as we have it todes therefore
undergone several changes and improvements.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o identify the various scripts of the Qur'an

o discuss the peculiarities of some manuscriptsefbran

o appreciate the stages of the writings of the Qubbefore modern
technology.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Old Manuscript

Although writing was not very common in the prealsic days, it is a
well-known activity among the Arabs. History told af many writers of
poems, verses of praises and so on, and who bdeanoeis because to

their writings. The scripusedin the #h century of Islam i.e. during
the lifetime of Prophet Muhammad consisted of very basic symbols,
which expressed only the consonantal structurevadral and which were
not very clear in reading and identifying. For exdan while today we
have Arabic letters such as ba, ta, tha, yawittindjgishing points of
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one, two or three on top or below the alphabetsetrly letters of Arabic
alphabets contained no such points. All the lettesed to be written
simply as a straight line Consequently, from ttasib system of writing,
there developedverthe ages, various types of the script such as Kifi,
Maghribi, Nagsh, etc., which later spread to otparts of the world.
According to Denffer, this later invention by Musk with interests in
Arabic calligraphy brought about standardized typasd the
formalisation of Arabic writing began to developorRhe script of the
Qur'an, there were two important steps which bréowdfout the forms in
which we have the Qur’anic text as it is today. The steps were the
introduction of;

o Vowelling marks Tashki)
o Diacritical Marks Aijan)

Taskhilis the name for signs indicating the vowels in Acabcripts.

They were unknown in pre-Islamic times. These sidmdped to

determine the correct pronunciation of the word em@void mistakes
for example bayt, baytun. The next is Aijan (diacal marks) Arabic
letters which started as lines and points whichatheient Arabic did not
have was later developed with strokes which helpedistinguish the
various letters which could be easily mixed up.hfit aijan, word such
as bayt cannot be easily recognized. We should tiae aijan were
rarely in use in the pre-Islamic days.

The very early copies of the Quranic manuscripts bt have signs of
ya, ba, ta, tha etc. It was during the period ef fifth Umayyad Caliph
Abdul Malik al-Marwam (66-68 H) that these wereradtuced. The first
man to introduce these points to the Quranic tewds a later
companion of the Prophet (Tabii) known as Al-Duali.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
Explain the tashkil and aijan in the early Qur'amanuscript.
3.2  The Damascus Manuscript

It was reported that three out of the four copidsthe ealty
Qur’anic script by Uthman b. Affan were destroygdibe and in war
after the few years of their existence. But theycmpDamascus was
intact and was kept at Malatja. The destructiothefthree copies gave
Muslims a great concern as the only copy in Dansas@y be targeted
by the opponents of Islam who knew at that time ithaas the only
survivor out of the four original copies sent to $dm lands. The
Damascus copy of the original Quran was cited nynscholars
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who later developed a keen interest in the studp@fsciences of the
Qur'an.

Among them was lbn. Batuta (779/1377) who saiddwve the copy in
Granada, Marrakech, Basra and other cities. AldmKathir(d.
774/1372) relateshait hehas seen a copy of the Damascus copy in
the year 518 in Palestine. According to him, thpycof the Qur'an
was very large, in beautiful clear strong writingthwstrong ink, in
penchant made of camel skin. Some people belidvadthis copy
was later sent to Leningrad and from there to Exyl@thers held
the view that this Mushaf remained in the mosquearhascus, where

it was last seen before the fire in the year 133921

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2
Write brief notes on the Damascus manuscript ofghean.
3.2  The Madinah Manuscript

This same manuscript of the Quran was later fouimd

Madinahacording to IbnJubair (d.614/1217) who sh& saw the
copy in the mosque of Madinah in 580/1184. Accaogdia other

sources, this manuscript remained in Madinah ainél Turks took it
from there in 1334 (1915). It was reported thas dopy removed by
the Turkish authorities to Istanbul came to Bedliming World War .

To confirm this, the Treaty of Versailles, whichnctuded World

War |, contains the following clause:

Article 246: Within six months from coming into @ of the present
Treaty, Germany will restore to His majesty, king kedjaz, the
original Koran of Caliph Othman, which was removédm
Madinah by the Turkish authorities and is statedhtive been
presented to the ExEmperor William II.

We should note however that the Qur’an later maeeldtanbul, not
Madinah. But there were strong indications thatsame text, in its
original was preserved and that nothing has tardpetth it. There
was yet another manuscript known as the Imam mapts€his was
the one kept by Caliph Uthman himself and was saide reading
when his assassins came to kill him. The same ngaptisvas to be
found later in Samarkand.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Write short notes on the Madinah manuscript.
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3.4  The Samarkand Manuscript

According to Denffer, this was the copy kept in Aleent (USSR). It may
be the Imam manuscript or any of the other copiadamat the time of
Uthman b. Affan, the third Caliph.

This manuscript came to Samarkand in 890 Hijra $)4td remained
there till 1917. A Russian Orientalist gave a dethdescription of it and
that many pages were damaged and missing. Effents made to reform
the pages through the reproduction of 50 copiessantito many Muslim
rulers such as Ottoman Sultan Abdul Hamid, the Sidtan, the Amir of
Bukhara, etc.

This Samarkand manuscript was significant in tkatedition circulated

among the reproduction moved to other world leasldrs also kept the

document jealously and for posterity. The manusergs later returned to
its former place and reached Tashkent in 1924, evitehas remained
since. It is good to note that the Soviet authesithad made several
copies, which are presented from time to time sitimg Muslim heads of

state and other important personalities.

In 1980, photocopies were produced in the UniteateStof America,
with a two-page forward by M. Hammdullahi. Accorglito the author of
the book History of Mushaf of Uthman in Tashkerd number of
reasons for the authenticity of the manuscript vgeren as:

a. The fact that the script is written in the tfitelf of thefirst
century Hijra.

b. The fact that it is written on parchment frongazelle, while the
later Qur'anic scripts were written on paper-lgteds.
C. The fact that it does not have any diacritizerks which were

introduced around the eighth decade of the firstug; hence the
manuscript must have been written before them.

d. The fact that it does not have a vowelling sgimlintroduced by
Du’ali, who died in 68 Hijra, hence it is earliéan this.

On the whole, what was clear was that two of theieof the Quran
which were originally prepared by Uthman, are saMailable to us
today and their text and arrangement can be compaith any other
copy of the Qur'an be it in print or handwritinghdy will be found to be
identical.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Highlight the significance of the Samarkand manipscr
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3.5 The Egyptian Manuscript

The Qur’anic text in the printed form now in usedely in the
Muslim world is the ‘Egyptian Edition’. It is alsknown as the king
Fu'adedition, since it was introduced in Egypt unlemg Fu'ad of
Egypt. It was first printed in Cairo in 1925. Sufpgently, numerous
copies have been produced.

The effort of the Egyptians in this direction wasfirst preserve the
manuscript, reproduce the original and then begassmweproduction.
The various stages of preserving the manuscrigtr legceived the
attention of the Egyptian government and a morensiic preservation
was made of the document.

The various manuscripts of the Qur’an are only iconifg the stages of
preservation of the document up till the present. ddone of the
manuscripts was ever found with any defect that hzaxe affected the
contentof the Qur'an because, as we have seen, in eaobdpef
the transition, the document received the bestrotegtion from
human corruption and interpolation. But above Allah, the author
of the Quran had assumed that it is He who pretdw book from
any form of crookedness.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5
Write a short note on the Egyptian manuscript ef@ur’an.
40 CONCLUSION

In this unit, you have learnt about the various nsanpts of the Quran,
and how they were preserved from one generatighdmther. The
manuscripts weré¢he originals from where the present copy of the
Qur'an emerged.

50 SUMMARY

The manuscripts of the Qur'an provide a good oputy to see how
the Arabic alphabet developed. It is interestireg thrabic, which is the
language of the Qur’an, is still alive today woride unlike the
language of some other holy books that had becatree

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Trace the various stages of development of theaQiarmanuscripts
up to the present time.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, the revelation of the Qur’an at twajor cities - Makkah
and Madinah shall be discussed. Although the twocantained in the
Quran, there is the need for a Muslim to know diféerence between
them. This is only for the purpose of appreciating thsiyle and
content. None of the two is inferior or superioratoother in terms of
originality. The period of Makkah revelations covke pre-hijra (AD.
622), while the period of Madinah revelations & post-hijra days.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o identify the characteristics of the Makkah and Madi Suwar
o recognise the features of both Makkah and Mad8akar
o discuss the content of both the Makkah and Mad8wakar
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Makkan Suwar

The MakkanSuwarrefer to revelation of the Quran that occurred levhi
Muhammad was in Makkah. These were the early dalgam when the
Prophet after being callgd prophethood began his mission of Islam

The Makkan phase of the revelation lasted abouteh3s, from the first
revelation up to the period of hijra of Muhammaadnir Makkah to
Madinah. During this period, Muhammad was occupieainly with
invitation of people (the Makkah pagans) to Islafinese were the
people whose life and times were characteriseddoy worshipping,
moral decadence and low moral standards.

Also, the prophet during this period of revelatwas playing the role of an
announcer of his creator. Announcing the directesis creator, Allah,
of a new faith that centres on the worship of theator and not the
created. And also to warn them of consequencelseif tefusal to heed
the call. So, we can say that the period of reimian Makkah marked
the beginning of Islam as a monotheistic religion.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
What do you understand by the Makkan revelation?
3.2  The Madinah Revelation

The Madinah revelation Suwa) were those revealed to the Prophet
Muhammad after the hijra. This period lasted alv@utyears, from hijra to
the death of the Prophet. The foundation of Islaas waid in Makkah
which resulted in the formation of a muslim comntyrfUmmabh)in
Madinah. The Madinasuwarwere addressed to four groups of people
unlike those of Makkah that were specifically added to the Quraish
and other tribes. The four were:

o The Muhajirun, who migrated with the Prophet from Makkah

to Madinah.

o TheAnsar, indigenes of from Madinah who helped tahajirun.

o The Munafigunwho are from Madinah and pretended to support
the Muslims.

) The Ahl al-Kitab, i.e. Jews and Christians with their
respectivescriptures. Thus, the Madir&warwere received by
more than one homogenous group unlike the Makkans.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

2
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Explain in brief the Madinah Suwar.

3.3 Features and Characteristics of both the Makka and
Madinah Suwar

The MakkarSuwarhave their main themes as follows:

o The unity of Allah TTawhig
The coming Resurrection and Judgment Day

o Righteous conducts, and lessons of the people esphpts of
the past.

The MadinatSuwaron the other hand have their main themes as:

o Transformation of the Muslim Community into a state
o The social, economic, political, military etc liéeé Muslims.
o The rules, regulations and ordinances of Islam.

Apart from the above, the MakkaBuwar are generally short, the
language is poetic and tHeuwar are full of oaths. In additionthe
sentences are short, and are mostly full of wasofghell to evil doers
and promise of paradise for doers of good. The MauSuwar on the
other hand are generally longer and more explapaitvey make direct
references to battles and other encounters by MasliTheseSuwar
also address the faithful and the people of bodkey also address
mankind as an-nas, i.e all people. Generally, &apters whose
revelation began in Makkah are known as Mak&amvareven if their
parts were revealed in Madinah.

In other words, a surah is said to be of Makkagioreven it if contains
verses from Madinah. Also a surah is said to bslaflinah origin when
its beginning was revealed in Madinah, even ifahtains verses from
the Makkan period in its text. Furthermore, ther® B9 surah with what
some scholars calldauruf tahji (such aslif, lam, min e.t.c). All these
suwar are of Makkan origin except suratul Bagara (chapjeand Al-
Imran (chapter 3).
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Explain some features and characteristics of thé&ksla and Madinah
Suwar.

3.4 The Essence of Studying the Makkan and MadinaBuwar

To know the origin and order of some of the revetet of the Qur'an is
important for understanding their meaning which cdien be more
easily grasped if one knows the time and circuntgarthat relate to
them.

For example, many Makkan verses of the Quran mayes$pecially
meaningful to Muslims living in an un-Islamic enmiment, whereas
some Madinah verses would appeal much to Muslims aite in the
process of forming a communityinmat).

In addition, in cases of ruling on Islamic matteusiless one knows
which of the two or more related verses were reageéist, one cannot
decide which legal ruling is now binding upon theisims. Thus, the
knowledge of chronology, i.e. which verse come®teeftnother, is very
essential in addition to their origin. The knowledgbout the Makkah and
Madinah Suwar is derived from the companions (sahabah) of
theProphetMuhammad, and thoso cameafter them fabi'un). The
Prophet himself did not categorize any surah akeeitMakkah or
Madinah. The reason for this was simple - everybwdg a witness to
the revelations during the lifetime of the Propldter his death, there
arose the need to explain the origin of these senseorder to fully
understand their context and content.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4
Explain the significance of Makkah and Madir&nwar
40 CONCLUSION

The knowledge of Makkah and Madinah revelation ise oof the
important branches dflum-ul- Qur'an- Science of the Qur’an. It is not
merely of historical interest, but particularly iomant for the
understanding and interpretation of the respestvrses.

5.0 SUMMARY
Both the Makkah and Madinad®uwaras we can see from this unit are

parts and parcel of the Quran. The divisions of tfwo are only
representing the place where Muhammad was dureigréavelations. We
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have studied in this unit some basic features dradacteristics of the
two.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Outline some basic characteristics features of hoéhMakkah and
MadinahSuwar
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UNIT 2 DIVISION OF THE QUR’AN
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will be taught the various diwsi of the Qur'an as a
book of guidance for Muslims. These divisions areant to ease the
recitation of the book and to fully understand ¢tantents. Scholars,
researchers and students of the book found theidins very convenient
in their use of /the book.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o discuss the various divisions of the Qur’an
o identify some signs and strokes of the Qur'an
) use the various divisions to understand the Quoé&dter.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Surah

Surah (pl. Surat oBuwal literally means ‘row’ or ‘fence’. In technical
language, it is the passage with the division & Qur'anic text,
l.e. a chapter or part, set apart from the precgaind the following text.
In the Qur’'an, there are 114 chapterSafvar This division is what
Qur’anic 2:23 referred to when it challenged th@ampents of Islam
thus:

“And if you are in doubt as to what we have revddtem time to time
to our servant, then produce a Surah like it, aadl gour witness or
helpers besides Allah, if your doubts are true”

6



ISL 813 MODULE 2

The chapters of the Quran are of varying lengiiige longest contains
286 verses. The shortest chapter contains onlg teeses. It should be
noted that alSuwarwith the exception of Surah 9 begins with the word
Bismillahi Rahmanir Raheenwhich mean “In the name of Allah, The
Beneficent, The Merciful”. However, Surah

27:30, theBismillahimissing in Surah Tawbah is found thus:
It is from Solomon, and is (as follows):
“Iin the name of Allah, The Gracious, The Mercitul’

All the 114 Suwarin the Qur'an have names which serve as a title or
heading. The names are often derived from an imaporor
distinguishing word in the text itself suchasAnfl (8), al-Bagara(2). In
some cases, some surah are named after the Watfbabets with which
the surah begins such&a-ha(20), al-Furgan (25)Ya-sin(36).

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
Explain the term Surah in the Quran
3.2 Ayah

Ayah (pl. ayat) means ‘sign’, but in technical laage, it refers to the
shortest division of the Qur'an, i.e. a phrase @eatence. Since the
revelation of the Qur'an is guidance to mankindijsittherefore not
surprising that its smallest divisions are callsiins’. The term verses
are only used by English translators, it may noth#emost appropriate
since Qur’an is not poetry.

An ayah of the Qur'an may carry more than one nmegnwhile some
need toberead along with the next in a surah. Some ayatsait
explanatory while some are allegorical. The propederstanding of
these depends on the knowledge of the individual @igages in the study
of the Qur'an.

Both the order of the ayah within each surah aedatthangement of the
surah were finally determined by the Prophet urgiedance from the
Angel Jibril in the year of his death when the drogene to him twice to
revise the text with him.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Write short notes on the ayah in the Qur’an
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3.3 Juz'un

Juz’un (pl.ajza) literally means part or portiomelQur’an is derived in 30
portions of appropriately equal length for easyitagion during the thirty
nights of Ramadan.

The learning of the Qur’an in view of its technicalture normally takes
some time Pupils learning the book often spend hwahd even years
before graduation. The way of ensuring that a pgpinpletes the

learning in good time is to divide the entire pdredong the Juz’'un. By
this, a child will move from one Juz’'un to anotleeremony are held
for such completion in the past by local Mallam®day, in order to

further enhance effective recitation of the Quthaa,holy book is printed in
30 volumes. Thus, with 30 good reciters, the wi@lean can be recited
through the Juz’'un arrangement.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3
What are the uses of Juz'un in the recitation efQur'an?
3.4  Hizb

This is a further division of Juz’'un. There aretwigub—divisions of the
Quran also for easy recitation and memorizatioohBazb is further sub-
divided nto quatersas follows:

a. First quarter hizb (Rub’u hizb) into
b. Half of hizb (Nasnu hizb)
C. Third quarter hizb (Thalatha Ruba’a hizb)

This sub-division of the Quran also helps pupésyrhing the Quran by
engaging them to complete the hizb within a peabtime after which
they would fulfil the completion of a Juz'un. Tocsulearners, they
cannot move to another hizb unless they have neglstikee reading of the
previous ones.

In the thematic structure of the Quran, some hitlow a set pattern of
theme while others may not. These themes are ystallowed by
commentators of the Quran (Mufassiru). Both thebhand juz'un
provide an easy coverage of the Qur’an withinutdied time frame.
SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Compare and contrast the hizb and Juz’'un of théa@Qur
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4.0 CONCLUSION

The divisions of the Quran into Juz’un and hizbfs an easy
recitation of the holy book by Muslims. Althoughetk are further
divisions of the Quran, those discussed in thisanei the most essential
and popular among many scholars of the Qur’an.

50 SUMMARY

This unit has presented the various terms commus@y to describe the
various divisions in the Qur'an. The essence & ithto educate you on
these terms and their importance in the learningefQur’an.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Enumerate the various divisions of the Qur’an
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit the literary style of the Qur’an whichakes it a special
book that has to be read will be discussed. Alse, pre-eminent
position of the book in the life of a Muslim willebanalysed. An
ordinary eye cannot comprehend and grasp the déptmowledge and
wisdom of the book, hence the need to carefullgtil and put its
contents to practical use.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

e explain theMutashabihain the Qur'an

e discuss the place of stories in the understandintpe
Quran

e examine the similes and parables in the Qur'an.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Quranis not Poetry

The European Orient list and the opponents of Muhad have
described some passages of the Qur'an as more piogti others. This
was why he was even accused of being a soothseyerQur'an itself
refutes this thus:

“It is not the word of a poet; little it is you bele! Nor is it the word

of a soothsayer; little admonition it is you reaeivf his is a message
sent down from the lord of the worldgQur'an 69:40-43).

10
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The accusations against Muhammad refuted in theeapassage are
based on the usage of a particular style, employdte Qur'an, which
is said to be like a rhymed prose or somethingectosit. A rhymed
Prose is a literary form with some emphasis ontimyand rhyme but
distinct from poetry. It is not as sophisticatedpagtry but has been
employed by Arab poets, and it is the best knowthefprelslam Arab
literary works. Such passages of the Quisanh asSuratul Ikhlas are
seen by some people as a poem. They look at suchhgmed of the
Arabic text:

There are wide differences between English liteeaand the Arabic
Qur'an. Ibn Khaldun (d.809 H / 1406), the well-knowuthor of the
Mugaddina, pointed out in a passage on the literature ®fArabs
the difference between literature and the Qur'angemeral and
between rhyme poem and Qur'an in particular. Heegav example of
Suratu Ikhlas quoted above that has a rhyme emdthdghe syllable ad.

Qul Huwallahu ahad

Allahu Samad

Lam Yalid Wa Lam Yulad
WalamYakun Lahu Kufwan ahad.
SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
The Qur’an is not a poem. Discuss.
3.2  Stories in the Quran

The Qur’an contains many narratives (gasis or)gisistates:

“We do relate to the most beautiful of storiesthat We reveal to thee
this (potion) of the Qur'an...(Q12:3)

These stories, which illustrate and underline ingoar aspects of the
Quranic message, fulfil their functions in a variedf ways. The
following are some of the messages of stories eQbr’an:

o Explanation of the general oneness of Islam.

J Reminder of the earlier Prophets, their peoplethat struggle.

o Providing some arguments against some non-Muslintslam
such as Jews and Christians.

o General guidance and Reminder to the Muslims.

o Indication for the continuity and truth of Muhamn®hessage.

o Strengthening the conviction of the Prophet andb#ievers.

11
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In the style of the Qur’an, these stories can Bendjuished between the
following three kinds:

a. References to events that took place durindifibieme of the
Prophet Muhammad, such as the battle of Badr (@& 43), the
battle of Uhd (Qur'an 3:121-128), the battle of AbZAQur’'an
33:9-27) and the Isrii (ascension of Prophet Muhawhyrin
Quran 17:1.

b. Stories of the Prophets of Allah, their peopitejr message, their
call, their persecution e.t.c, such as the stoofeBluh (Q26),
Musa (Q28), Yusuf (Q12) and many others.

C. Other Qur’anic narratives about past peoplevents, such as the
stories about the companions of the cave (Surael®)

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2
Explain the place of stories in the understandirtg® Qur’an.
3.3  Similes and Parables in the Quran

Another significant style prominent in the Qur'anthe use of similes
known asamthal (Sing). Mithl) in many passages. Theamthalare
employed to explain certain truths or to drive hamportant points of
the message, by likening it to something well knawdescribing it in a
particular manner.

Theamthalin the Qur’an are also scientific in nature as Aldraws
the attention of man to the phenomena around hinde@p look at
such expressions in the Qur'an enriched one’'s kadgé of the
world.

Again, theamthalis a further confirmation that Muhammad could not
have sat down somewhere and put those words tagefthey are
superhuman statements. Few examples here wouidesuff

“He sends down water from the skies, ahd channels flow, each
according to its measure: But the torrent bears gwhe foam that
mounts up tdhe surface. Even so, from that (ore) which they heat |
the fire, to make ornaments or utensils thereulitereis scum likewise.
Thus doth God (by parable) show forth the Truth aatsehood.
For the scum disappears like forth cast out; Wthig which is
for the good of mankind remains on the earth. Tdatk God set forth
parables.” (Quran 13:17)”

This verse is full of parables. Here God is expiajrio man His power

to send rain to all, both believers and non-beligvé/e can see how
the rivers flow in different channels according tteeir capacities.

12
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Through the rain, Allah shows mercy, knowledgedara and guidance
to man. All human beings receive it. In the physiwgarld, water is
pure and beneficial. But forth and scum will gathecording to local
conditions. The message here is that the forth make agreda
show on the surface, but it will not last. So whiere be frothy
knowledge, which will disappear, but Allah’s Truthll remain for
life.

“Allah set forth parable (of two men); one a slavader the
domination of another. He has no power of any sémd (the other)
man on whom we have bestowed goodly favours froraelves.
And he spends thereof (freely), privately and glipliAre the two
equal? (By no means). praise be to Allah. But mafsthem
understood not.

Allah set forth (another) parable of two men; oriéghem dumb, with
no power of any sort; a wearisome burden is he i® raster;
whichever way he directs him, he brings no goodutsh a man equal
with one who commands justice, and is on a stranggy?” (Qur'an
16:75-76).

The first parable is of two men, one of whom islave completely
under the domination of another, with no powersany sort, and
another a free man, who is gifted in many ways i@gngenerous in
giving out of his wealth both privately and pubjicWhile the first
man represents the imaginary gods which men sethgther power
or nature, which have no independent existence, $keond
describes in a faint way the position of Allah fselbsistent, to whom
belongs the dominion of all that is in heaven aadhe and Who
bestows freely of His gifts on all His creaturas.thie second parable,
one man is dumb, he cannot explain anything, anckeitainly doing
nothing; such are idols when taken as false gduks.other man is

in a position to command, and he commanded whguss and
righteous. Such are the qualities of Allah.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Explain with examples the similes and parablekéQur’an.

3.4  Oaths Agsan) in the Quran

In a number of passages in the Qur'an, Allah engplogh -like
expressions. These are known in Arabi@agsam(Sing. qasam Their
function is tostrengtherand support an argument, and to disperse

doubts in the minds of the listener. In the Araieixts, these passages
are often opened by the wond& () or the phasé.a ugsim’ ¢jdk))

13
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which literally means ‘Indeed | swear’. Some max aghy Allah
needs to swear to an oath before making a statesnamtinjunction?
The response to this is that the Arabs who werérteecipient of the
Qur'an usually appreciate an oath as a way of esmfihg a matter. So
most Makkarsuwarhave thesagsam

It is also a way of Allah’s justification to punisiman if, after the oath

as an emphatic statement, yet man did not heedvblids, then the
wrath and heavy punishment of Allah can be meted ham.
Sometimes an oath is taken by Allah Himself:

“But no, by the Lord, they can have no real faitftiutthey make three a
judge in all disputes between them

and find in their souls no resistance against tlegision but accept
them with fullest conviction.(Qur'an 4:65).

Other 1 oaths are taken by Allah’s creation:

“By the sun, and his (glorious) splendour, by th@om as she
follows him, by the day as it shows up (the sugi@)y, by the night

as it conceals it, by the firmament and its (wohalgistructure, by the
earth and its (wide) expanse, by the soul and tbpgtion and order

given to it.” (Quran 91:1-7)

The oath-taking in Islam is a very fundamentalesgDath should only
be takerby the name of Allah, the creator, but not to anythingated. It
is shirk (disbelieve) in Islam for a man to take an oath vaitly other
deity besides Allah who alone should be called a#irgess. This is one
of the differences between a Muslim and a non-Musli

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4
Highlight the Qur’anic stand on oath-taking.
3.5 Abbreviated Letters in the Quran

The so-called ‘abbreviated letters’ are an impdrsattion of what is
known asMutashabihati.e. what is cut. It is another regular feature i
the Qur’an. A glance through the chapters of the’&@uwould show
that some begin with Arabic alphabets, two, thoeenore.

In technical languag&lutashabihats used for certain letters found at
the beginning of severaluwarof the Qur’an, called the abbreviated
letters’. To some, these letters could just bestlyle of the Qur'an but
indeed this forms an important topic under thersmeof the Qur'an. As
for the frequency of these letters, there are Ioh detters occurring
in various combinations at the beginning of 2fvar. The following

is a list of their occurrence and distributionhe Qur’an:

14



ISL 813 MODULE 2

Chapters 10, 11, 12, 14, 15) Alif Lam Ra
Alif Lam Mim ( »¥)Chapters 2, 3, 29, 30
Alif lam Mim Ra (lkY) chapters 13, 31, 32,
Alif Lam Mim sad mY)) - chapters 7

Ha Mim () - chapters 40,41,43,44,45,46. -Sad (n) -chaftr
Ta Sin (op ) - chapters 27

Ta Sin Mim ( @k) - chapters 26, 28

Ta Ha ( fp) - chapters 20

Qaf ( r) - Chapters 50

Kaf ya ain, sad ( mste )- chapters 19

Nun - (u) - chapter 68

Ya sin - (@s ) - chapters 36.

The meaning and purpose of these letters are antddowever, some
scholars offered some explanations regarding theanings and
imports. Some held the view that these letters triighabbreviations
for certain sentences and words, such as exampieLAin Mim
meaning Allahu a‘lam (Allah knows best) or Nun miegr{light) etc.

Other scholars are of the view that these lettersiat abbreviations but
symbols and names of Allah, or something else. Sevea held the
view that these alphabets have some numericalfgignce, as the
semantic letters have a numerical value. Anothengof scholars are
of the view that these letters were used to attthetattention of
the Prophet (and later his audience) for the revelaodollow.

One significance of these alphabets is that they fatlowed
immediately by a verse that talks about the Qurahjch again
emphasizes that the alphabets are symbols of theeunature and style
of the Quran.. What you should know is that theamag of the
letters is known to Allah alone and only He canlaxpthem better
not even the Prophet.

The Quran says of these lettérs these are the symbols of the
perspicuous book.(Qur'an 12:1).

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5
Explain theMutashabihain the Qur'an.
40 CONCLUSION

The literary style of the Qur'an makes it a speb@bk that has to be
read, not only with the tongue and voice and eyesvih the best light

15
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that our intellect can offer. This is the best veene can appreciate the
pre-eminent position of the book in the life of aidim. An ordinary
eye cannot comprehend and grasp the depth of kdgelend wisdom
of the book, hence the need to carefully studwdt jput its contents to
practical use.

5.0 SUMMARY

You have learnt in this course the various styfesfarms of the Qur'an
such as its poetic and prose-like nature; the featof the book; the
similes and parables as well as the significanc¢éhefabbreviated
letters. These features make the Qur'an an ext¢eflecument that
could stand the test of time. No wonder in spitenahy hundred years
of its revelation, it has retained its originalibydate.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Write a detailed account of the literary style &orins of the Qur’an.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The birth of Qiraat can be traced to the night the arch-Angel-Jibril
was first sent by Allah to commission Muhammad (SAWS a
Prophet and Messenger by asking the Prophet tterafter him, the
verses of the first revelation:
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The method employed by the Angel in imparting thera@ to the
Prophet from the beginning to the end could beedallalgin (i.e
guide- reading). The verses of the entire Holy Baade imparted to
the prophet with correct intonation and followingetrules of the
science to be later known agjvid. Later, whenever Jibril came to
teach the Prophet the Qur'an, the Prophet wouldestghim to teach
him in other forms. Thus Jibril taught him sevefffadent forms of
reading the Qur'aal-Qiraatu "s-Sab-‘ah)

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:
e itemise the stages in the development of the llrQiraat.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Stages in the Development Simu’l Qiraat

It can be said that likéajwid, scholars have identified six various

stages in the development%fmu’l Qiraat as a science right from the
time Angel Jibril first taught the Prophet the riegdof the Qur'an as
discussed above, through the time rules and pitexiwere laid down
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for the reading of the Qur'an as a basic sciercthe time the science of
Qira’ah became fully developed. The stages are hereunseusied:

First Stage The incident described above as its origin isstbered the
first stage in the development%fmu’l Qiraat.

Second stage In accordance with the instruction of Allah toeth
Prophet to recite th&ur'an properly and to teach his followers its
recitation in like manner (Q.17:106), Muhammad re¢ld Qur'an to
his followers and even taught them it's readingofing the way and
manner he was taught by the Angel Jibril.

There were instances when the Prophet would réo#€ur’an before
the people he was calling. He also engaged in tegdhs followers
whatever verses of th@ur’'an weretaught to him by the angel. Some
of his Companions reported that, when they leantverses from him,
they would not learn some others till they had mast those ten and
even put them into practice. Thus, they learntQl€ an, both in theory
and in practice simultaneously.

At this stage, thoseahabahwho learnt theQur’'an from the Prophet
used to recite it to him in order to ascertain ¢berectness of what they
had learnt. The Prophet would then give his apgrovaorrect them as
appropriate.

Third Stage: This was when someahabahwho had mastery in the
reading of theQur’an, with the permission and guidance of the Prophet
taught other companions, verses and chapters ofQimean in the
exact way and manner they had learnt from the Roph

Among thesahabah,who, for the mastery they had and the approval
and recommendation they had received from the Ritppdught others

were: “Abdullah bin MaSud, Salim, the Mawlah of 'Abi Hudhayfah,

Mu®adh bin Jabal and 'Ubay bin Kab. About these four, the Prophet
is reported to have said: “Learn the reading of@ue’'an from four” (he
then mentioned their names). Others, who also bet RProphet’s

approval were“Ali bin 'Abi Talib, Zayd bin Thabit, 'Abu Darda’ ath
'Abu Musa ‘al-‘Ash‘ari. You should however note that the most
proficient of thesahabahin Qur’anic recitation was 'Ubayy bin Kab.

About him, “Umar said: “Ubayy was the best of us in the reiotadf
the Quran”.

18
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These sahabahtaught others who were not as good as theymselves
verses andsurah of the Qur'an. For instance, 'Ubayy and Zayd both

taught 'lbn®Abbas — the master commentator of €er’'an among the
sahabah+the reading of th@ur’an.

The Prophet himself, following the conversion ofpaople, would
deploy a reciter to them, whose duty was to tedwh pieople, the
reading and understanding of tl@gur'an. According to ’'lbn Ishag,
who reported from 'Al-Barra’, he said: “The firsf the Sahabahto

come to us (inMadinah were Musab bin’'Umayr and ’lbn 'Umm
Kulthum. The two, taught us the recitation of Qer’an. It was later

that®Ammar and Bilal came”.

Report even has it that a houseMadinahwas namedDaru ’I-Qurra”
(house of reciters), which could be regarded amsiitute or a school
for Qur’anic recitation. Most of th@urra’ deployed by the Prophet to
Madinahresided in this house.

Fourth Stage Following the settlement of the Muslims Madinah
afterHijrah, recitation of theQur’'an and its learning became prominent
especially during the time of the caliphs so muchtlsat some people
made its teaching and learning their major pre-pation. They were
later known and referred to &3urra’ (Qur’anic reciters). Seventy of
them were found among thAnsar, who gathered every evening at a
designated place, to teach themselveshean thereby updating their
knowledge. This is the fourth stage in the develepnhof the science
of Qur’'an Recitation.

Fifth Stage: By the time “Uthman was appointed Caliph, Islam had
already spread beyond Arabia. Four rival provincesnely Kufah,
Hims, Syria and Basrah had emerged. The Muslimsidoin these
areas had learnt th@ur’an in its various forms from variousahabah
who had come to settle down in those areas.

In Kufah for example, the form of reading adoptqd%bdullah bin
Mas‘ud was in use. That of 'Ubayy bin Rawas used in Syria, that of
Migdad bin®Amr in Hims, and that of 'Abu Musa al-AShri in Basrah.

At this time, it was noticed that some of the nesnwerts in these
areas, out of ignorance, were mixing up the varifaums of reading
while some even tried to show the superiority dbran over the others.
This sad trend made somahabaho call the attention of the Caliph to
the need to act promptly and decisively too, bydifigs a lasting
solution to these problems. Hudhayfah lbn al-Yamas reported to
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have suggested to caIipFUthman saying: “O Commander of the
faithful! Prevent this nation from becoming as detl as the Christians
and the Jews”. The Caliph, immediately, constitutedommittee of

leading reciters among theahabah,charging them with the duty of
making official copies of th&@ur’'an. These official copies were to be
sent with Qur’anic reciters as teachers to majortres. The Caliph,

with the support of all theahabahinstructed the committee thus:

“If you fall into disagreement as to the dialect which certain words
are pronounced, follow the Quraysh dialect, for tRer'an was
revealed in this dialect”.

Thus, with this development, th@ur'an became standardised and
official copies were made, each reflecting a patéic form of reading
and with a bias for the Quraysh dialect as direbtethe Caliph, hence,
both the problem of a tribe claiming superiority it dialect over the
other and that of mixing the forms together indie@nately were
once and for all solved.

The Caliph then sent copies of these standardiedan to various
provinces with reciters who had mastery in the faand the script

used in writing theQuran. CAbdullah As-Saib al-Makhzumi (d.70
A.H.) was deployed to Makkah; 'Abu ’'Abdur-Rahman -8almi
(d.74 A.H) was deployed to Kufah where he taught flaty years.

CAmir bin “Abdul Qays (d.55 A.H.) was sent to $ah. Al- Mughirah
bin Shihab (d.71 A.H.) was deployed to Syria widlayd bin Thabit
(d.45 A.H.) was to teach in Medinah — the seataMegnment.

By the middle of the second century aftdijrah, recitation of the
Qur’an in the various method&ira’at) gained currency, so much so
that centres were developed in places like Madimddikkah, Kufah,
Basrah and Sham, with many scholars from amongéxé generation

of Muslims after theSahabah i(e Tablcun) heading these centres as
chief reciters. In Medinah, Madh bin 'Al-Harith popularly known as
Mu®adh — the reciter (d.62 AH), Sa'id bin Al-Musayy(it.94 A.H.),
CUrwat bin Az-zubayr (d.95 A.H.) and a host of othewere the
leading reciters among th&abiun. In Makkah, Mujahhid bin Jabr
(d.102), Tawuz bin Kaysan (d.lObC)A,\tta’ bin *Abi Ribah (d.115) etc.

were the champions. The leading reciters in KufagrewAmr bin
Sharhabit (d.60 A.H.), Masruq bin Al-'Ajda’ (d.62IA) and Al-'Aswad

bin Yazid Al- Nakhfi (d.75 A.H.) etc. In Basrah"Amir bin 'Abd-
Qays (d.55 A.H.), Yahya bin Ya’'mar (190 A.H.), Alsian al-Basri
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(d.110 A.H.) etc. were the leading reciters whileSham, it was al-
Mughirah bin Shihab al- Makhzumi and some others.

These scholars and their other contemporaries eotioned learnt the
recitation of theQur’an in its various methods from treahabahwho

were deployed to their various cities by calﬁlblthman and they later
taught it to the generation that came after tIﬁEabiC tabicin).

You should note that this fifth stage was a crus#ge in the
development ofTajwid. It marked a turning point in its development
because that was the time methods of recitatigina’at) gained
prominence.

Sixth Stage This final stage started with the successionhef above-
mentioned scholars among ttzbiun by another generation of scholars

among thetabiC tabiCin. At this stage, there existed a large number of
scholars from among this new generation all of wheene considered
specialists in the field of Qur’anic recitation. btoof their methods of
recitation were authenticated by chains of reliatderators ending with
the Prophet. These scholars were also scatteratt aboarious cities.

In Makkah wereCAbdullah bin Kathir, Hamid bin Qays al%aj,
Muhammad bin Muhaysin. In Madinah were 'AblFt3a Yazid bin al-
Qa‘ga’, Shaybah bin Nisah and Nabin Abi Nalim. In Basrah, there
were “Abdullah bin Abi ’Ishaq,clsa bin CAmr, 'Abu Amr bin al-
'‘A'la, “Asim bin 'Abi 'n- Nujud, Sulayman alaash, Hamzah and Al-
Kisa'i. In sham wer&Abdullah bin®Amir, Atiyyah bin Qays Al-kilabi,

'lsmail bin “Abdullah bin al-Muhajir, Yahya bin al-Harith al-Dhari
and Shurayh bin Yazid al-Hadrami.

Of these scholars and a host of others, some &terged as the
most popular and were known as Imams of Quranataton with

people trooping to them to learn their methods. shgh, in every
town, the method of a particular Imam became theptatl one by
everybody in the town. For this reason, the methedse named after
them

By the middle of the fourth century, the methodsselven of them
had become the most recognized and popular oneseThethods were
adopted in over 200 Muslim cities. These seven ouxhof reading
became standardised when an Iraqgi scholar by theerndbu Bakr bin
Mujahid wrote a book entitledAl-Qir @'atu s-Sab-‘ah” (the Seven
Readings). The book was the first of its type téeceand collect
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together the seven methods of reading. This, théoaudid, after
subjecting the various methods prevalent then tmse criticism and
scrutiny.

By this time, certain rules had been laid down tetednine the
authenticity of the various existingjra’at. It was based on these rules
that some scholars felt that Al-Mujahid’s selecteomd limitation is not
an accurate representation. They felt there wersesother scholars
who were as good as the seven selected by Al-Maydtey, therefore,
added some other three and later some other foerelty making the
number of the authentic methods of recitation terfonrteen. They
finally concluded that any method of recitation tthfulfils the
conditions for the criticism ofjira’ah must not be rejected even if it is
not from any of the seven or the ten or the fourtecepted Imams.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The above are the six developmental stages thaittaéat like Tajwid
passed through before attaining its present st&tlren you view the
above discussion critically, you would realize ttts# emphasis is more

on Silmu 'I- Qira’at and notilmtu’t- Tajwid. That was because, at the
early stage,Qur'an was being learnt and read withjwid already
applied; as such there was no emphasis at all soscience whereas
arguments on differences in forms of recitation h&ihg a common
phenomenon right from the time of the Prophet. Yol recall that it
was not until towards the end of the third centthigit one 'Abu
Muzahim al-Khagani (d.325 A.H./947 C.E) felt theedeo codify and
lay down the rules ofTajwid and wrote the first work ever on its
principles. And, in any casejira'ah can not be done without the
application ofTajwid.

50 SUMMARY
It can be said that likéajwid, scholars have identified six various

stages in the development%fmu’l Qiraat as a science right from the
time Angel Jibril first taught the Prophet the rigdof the Qur'an as

discussed above, through the time rules and pitexiwere laid down

for the reading of the Qur'an as a basic sciercthe time the science of
Qira’ah became fully developed.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1. Trace the origin of limu
‘I-Qiraat.

2. Highlight the Stages through which Ilimu ‘I-Qiraatgsed
through.
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3. Discuss the inter-relationship between giraat apalidl.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the just-concluded discussion above, mentiomasle ofgira’at and
that some principles were, at a point in time, ldoavn to determine the
authenticity ofgira’at. It is good that more light is shed on this fouyo
proper understanding. This section will thereforeat you to the
meaning and kinds ofgira’at as well as the conditions for its
authenticity. There is also a discussion on vessiand renditions
known inTajwid parlance asiwayat

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o define  qiraah  and
riwayah
. discuss various kinds of
giraat
o state the yardstick for the validation or rejectidrgiraah.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Definition of al-Qira’ at

Al-gira’ah (plural — Al-gira’at) is a verbal noun from the verb
“‘gara’a” . Literally, it means “recitation” but technicallit,is a method
of Quranic recitation adopted by a particular legdImam among
reciters different from the method adopted by aeotleading Imam.
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Such differences between the methods could beedrmpthnunciation of
letters (huruf) or in the pronunciation of their form#iay’at). This is
how Az-zarqgani definegira’ah.

According to Az-zakhashgqira’ah refers to the variations in the reading
of the wordings of th&Qur'an. These variations could be in its letters
and their manner of articulation such as lighter{taghfif) and stressing
(tashdid)etc. Qira’ah, according to Ibn Al-Jazri is not just variations
reading but a science that deals with the mann&riich the wordings
of the Quran are articulated. Ad-dimyati-al-Barshefinesqgira’ah as a
science, through which areas of agreement and twarsa among
transmitters of the Qur'an are known. These agred¢snand variations
could be in elision of lettershadhf), theestablishment of letters
(lthbat), vowelisation (tahrik) and vowelessneqd askin), disjunction
(fasl)and conjunctionwasl)etc.

Based on these definitions, Muhammad Sayyidi in“Aistadhkirah”
concludes thatl-gira’ah could be defined as the articulation of the
wordings of the Quran in the exact way and mantiex Prophet
articulated them or the way and manner in whicly thvere read by the
sahabah in the Prophet's presence and for which he gave his
approval.

In summary,gira’ah could be defined as the variations in the methods
of reading traceable to the Prophet. It is consgidepne of the

components oFiImu’t-Tajwid by some scholars while some others
opine thafTajwidis rather one of the branches%dfmu ’I- Qira’at.

3.2  Definition ofal-Qira’ at

ClassicalTajwid scholars have identified six kinds of recitatiorhey

are Mutawatir, Mash-hurah, 'Ahadah, Shadh-dhah, Ma%at and
Mudarrajah.

0] Al-Qira’ah al- Mutawatir. This refers to thegira’at that were
supported by a large number of reliable narratersannot be
reasonably expected to agree on falsehood. Then cbéi
narrators, in this kind ofgira’at is continuous. This kind of
gira’at is absolutely faultless, no weakness is identiGabith
the ’Isnad and none of the authorities on tHenad has been
impugned in any way, rather, they are known forirthe
uprightness and good memories. It is the most atewf the six
kinds. The seven most populgira’at fall in this category.
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(i)  Al-Qira’at al-Mash-hurah This is the kind ofgira’ah whose
reporters are accurate. It agrees with the rulesAddbic
grammar while it also corresponds with the scripboe of the

Qur’'an distributed during the era of CaIiﬁUthman. This kind
of qira’at is considered sound, but not as sound Ads
Mutawatir. It is to al- mutawatirin terms of authenticity and
soundness whatiasanis to Sahihin hadithclassification.

(i)  Al-Qira’atu ’I-’'Ahad: This refers to anyira’ah with only one
transmitter. Also, it neither coincides with any thie Qur’anic
scripts distributed during the era of Calif)\l:lthman nor with the

rules of Arabic grammar. This kind dafira’ah does not hold
strong validity, because, by its nature, it is opesusceptibility.

(iv) Al-Qira’atu 'sh -ShadhdhahThis refers to anygira’ah with
weak chain of narrators in the sense that, it dossk to the

Tabi®un only, and not to the companions of the Prophet. The
gira’at that fall in this category are the ones on whichoses
doubt can be cast.

(v) Al-Qira’'atu 'l-mawdah: This kind of gira’ah is regarded as
quite invented or forged. It is considered not geeuws it is only
attributed to its 'Imam without a chain of narrator

(iv)  Al-Qira’atu 'l-mudarrajah: This kind of gira’ah contains some
words, which are not originally part of the Qurartext, but
used by the Prophet in interpreting the Qur'an. éample of

this, is thegira’ah of sd&d bin’Abi Wagqgas of verse 198 of
Chapter 2 which he read thus:

dieadd Vel
cbutd

il

e

meaning — It is no crime in you if you seek of theunty of your
Lord during pilgrimag@; and that of Zubayr on verse 104 of Chapter 3
thus:
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ki
&iEl

(meaning — let there arise out of you, a band apj& inviting to all
that is good, enjoining what is righand seeking Allah’s help on
whatever befalls them

The italicised in the two instances given above aesidered as part
of the interpretation of the Prophet on the versed not part of the

Qur’'anic text. Apart from the first two kinds gfira’at, the text of the

Qur’an, according to scholars diajwid, should not be read with any
of the rest four, while belief in them is also calesed not obligatory.

3.3  Criticism of al-Qira’ at

You have just learnt that there are different kinflgira’ah. Don’t you
think that it is pertinent to know the criteria dse classifyinggira’at?
This is exactly what you are going to learn nowr Bajira’ah to be
regarded as authentic and as such accepted antedddphas to fulfil
certain conditionsghurut). These conditions are three. It is based on
these conditions thajira’at are categorized as eithsahihah(sound)

or shadhdhah (unusual).Any qgira’at that fulfils all of the three
conditions is regarded awmhihah while anyqira’ah in which any of
the conditions is missing is regardedshadhdhah.

I.  The first condition is that, theira’at must have an authentic
chain of narrators that is continuous and endingh wthe
Prophet. Also, the narrators must be known to beghbp and
possess good memories. This is known“siBatu’s-sanad”.
Also, the gira’ah must be conveyed by a large number of
narrators as can not be reasonably expected toe agre
falsehood. This is known dat-tawatur”.

ii. The second condition is that, tlggra’ah must be in perfect
agreement with the known grammatical structuresAodbic
language. To verify this, references could be madethe
passages of pre-Islamic prose and poetry.

iii.  The third condition is that, thgira’ah must be in accordance
with the script of one of the copies of the Quridistributed

during the era of CalipﬁUthman.
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3.4 Al-Qurra@ — The Reciters

You would probably have heard the wd@pdri’ before, it is the singular
form of Qurra’ which simply refers to the authentic reciters oé th
Qur'an, whose methods of reading were supportea layge number of
reliable narrators ending with the Prophet. Thggea’ are the ones to
whom the variousgirad’at are attributed. They are also sometimes
referred to admam.

Remember that we earlier mentioned that twa’'at were initially
many in number before they were pruned down torseve

Here are the sevaqurra or Imams whoseira’at, according taAl
Mujahid is the most authentic.

1. Al-lmam Naff bin ®Abdu 'r- Rahman bin N&m al- Madani. He
was of Isfahan origin but had his base in Maditéddied in 169
A.H.

2. Al-lmam Ibn Kathir. He was ’'Abu Muhammad
‘Abdullah bin Kathir Ad-Dari. He was the leading
Imam in Makkah. He died in 120 A.H.

3. Al-Imam 'Abu “Amr. His full name was 'AbuCAmr
Zabban bin al-AlSAmmar.

He was the leading Imam of Qur'anic recitation iasgh. He died
in 154 A.H.

4. Al-Imam ®Asim. He was 'Abu Bakr bin 'Abi 'n- Najud al
'‘Asadi. He had his base in Kufah. He died in 12M.A.
5. Al- Imam Ibn®Amir. He wasCAbdullah bin al-Yahsubi.

His sobriquet was'Abu Nam and 'Abu®imran. He was the
leading Imam in Sham
(Damascus).He died in 118 A.H

6. Al- Imam Hamzah. His full name was 'Abu ‘Immara
Hamzah binHabibCAziziyyah. He had his base in Kufah. He
died in 156A.H.

7. Al- Imam al-Kisa'i. He was 'Abu 'l- Hasawli bin Hamzah
al- Kisa'i.
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He was a grammarian. He also had his base in Kaahdied in
189 AH

It should, however, be noted that while Al-Mujahid
considered Al- Kisa'i as one of the seven authergigters,

some others dropped him for %wb.
3.5 Riwayat— Versions of the Qif’at

You have just learnt about methods of recitatiod #me Imams who
championed them. You should however note that theethods of
recitation (ira’at) were taught by these Imams to their students in
various versions. The versions are calRivayat Thus eachgira’ah
has a number ofiwayat (versions) between which exist some slight
differences which are traceable to the Imam. Thstadents who had
learnt various versions of theira’at from their Imams further
popularized theiwayat by transmitting them to others through chains
traceable to the Imams of tlggra’at. However, in order to curb the
proliferation of riwayat in any given method of readin(gira’ah), the
two most popular ones are given prominence overdbe Thus, in the

gira’ah of Imam Naff, for instance, the versions Warshand Qalun
are the two most prominent ones; and indghia’at of ImamCAsim, the
versions oHafsandShifbahare the two most prominent ones etc.

In summary, therefore, for evenyira’at are two recognizediwayat.
Thus for the whole of the seven recognizgd’at, there are fourteen
recognizediwayat.

The following illustrates the seven most authentiethods of reading
and their recognizedwayat

QIRA'AT (METHODS OF READING) RIWAYAT (VERSIONS
OF READING)
L |Al-imam Nafi L. Warsh
2. Qalun
2. Al-Imam Ibn Kathir 1. Al-Bazi
2. Qanbul
3 |alimam "Abu CAmr L. Ad-Duri
2. AsS-Susi




ISL 813 ADVANCED QURANIC STUDI

4 |Al-imam CAsim L. Hafs
2. Ishifbah
o Al-Imam Ibn “Amir L. Hisham
2. Ibn Dhakwan
6 Al-lmam Hamzah 1. Khalaf
2. Khallad
7. Al-Imam Al-Kisat 1. '‘Abu 'l — Harith
2. |Ad-Durr

Note that eaclawr also had many students who learnt under him, his
version of reading as taught to him by his Imamt, this version of
reading had become popular through the two mosinprent of the
rawi's students who are referred to a&shab-al-Turuq.Turugsing
Tariq), in Tajwid science, refers to the mode, in which a version or
reading was transmitted and popularized.

Thus, for instance, 'Abu ﬁqub Yusuf bin 'Amr al-Azraq (d. 240

AH) and °’Abu-Bakr Muhammad bin®Abdur-Rahim’  Al-'Asad
popularly known as 'Al-Asbihani (d.294 AH) were th&o students of
Warshthrough whom theiwayah or warshbecame popularized among
the people. Theriwayah became popularly known in Misra and
Maghrib through *Al-’Asraq and in Iraq through 'ARksbihani.

It should, however, be noted that each of thestab-al-Turugalso
has someuwat (transmitters). For example, with reference to Hin
Jazri,Al-’'Asrag’s mode of reading in the version Warshhad almost

35 different transmitters among whom ’Ismail Gimbdullah 'An-Nuhas

and 'Abu Bakri “Abdullah bin Malik, popularly known as ’lbn
Yusuf, became the most popular.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Perfect recitation of the Quran requires not onlyoand knowledge of
Tajwid but also its application. The application of théesuof Tajwid

helps the reciter to avoid the commission of errdrisough not all
Muslims will specialise and have expertiseTiajwid, but every Muslim
must have at least knowledge of the rudiments reeedheen reciting the

30



ISL 813 MODULE 2

Qur'an since the recitation of the Qur'an is exgedb be carried out
with the application of the rules @&jwid.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this chapter, you have learnt the meaning arfthilen of Tajwid

as well as the relationship and difference betwelemu’t- Tajwid and
Tajwidu ’I- Qur'an. Equally, you have learnt about the position of
Tajwid and its significance. This chapter also treats {muhe origin
and development ofTajwid with an elaborate discussion on the
various stages it passed through before attainiagpresent status.
Remember also that the chapter discusses the Qaradariwayat.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1. Define giraah and
riwayah
2. Discuss various kinds
of giraat
3. State the yardstick for the validation or rejectadrgiraah.
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MODULE 3 THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE QURAN

Unit 1 Quran as the Primary Source of Shariah...............
Unit 2 The Essence and Message of the Quran ...........

Unit 3 Views of non-Muslims About the Quran ...........

Unit 4 The Authenticity of the Quran ..........................

Unit 5 Quranic Principles on Unity, Equality aneéaeeful Co-

existence of Mankind

UNIT 1 THE QUR’AN AS A SOURCE OF THE SHARICAH
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Contents
3.1 General Classification of the Contents of thB®rious
Qur’'an
3.2  The Significance of thQur’'an as the First Primary Source
of ShaiCah
3.3 List of Some of the Legal verses of wr’'an
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Module 1 of this Course detailed you with the lexiand technical
meaning ofShai‘ah and expatiated upon the importance, concept and

scope of Islamic law. The relations between thengetslam,ShaiCah
and Figh were also analysed for your digestion. The lastt hithe
Module focused on the analysis of the pre-IslanmabAcustoms and the
reforms introduced by Islam.

In this Module, you are going to study and digést sources of the

Shat“ah legal system which are th@ur'an, the Sunnah Ijmc':C
(Consensus of Opinions) ariiyas (Analogical Deduction). Since the

Qur’'anis the first primary and the most important sowtthe Shai‘ah
on which all other sources are based we are goifgegin by shedding
light on the importance and roles of tiuran as a source of the

Shat‘ah.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:
e give a general classification of the contents ef@foriousQur’an
e expatiate upon the significance of tQ@air'an as the first primary

source ofShai“ah
e highlight the legal verses of tlgaur’an.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 General classification of the verses of th@ur’an
The verses of the HolQur’'an can be classified into four categories:

0] Those that direct mankind to learn lessonsough the
remembrance of the gift of Allaha{t-Tadhkr bi ala’i Allah).
There are numerous gifts of Allah like water, aun, moon, day,
night, heavens, earth, children, vegetation, arimelc. which
point out the existence of Allah, the Divine Lorgslof Allah,
Oneness of Allah, etc.

“Which of the bounties of Allah will you reject?’tonstitute the chorus
of 29 verses oQur’an Chapter 55Siratu “r-Rahnan.

(i)  Those that direct mankind to learn lessongotigh the
remembrance of various happenings, incidents,(att-Tadhkr
bi ayam Allah) A number of events show how Allah had helped
His Prophets and other pious people, and how hghadhed the
wrongdoers. The example of Allah’s help to prophegahim,
Ismail, Musa, Harun, Isa and Muhammad can be daenghout
the pages of the Holy Book. Also the example ofaAls
punishment on the wrongdoers can be observed iQthm&n in
the cases of Fir-‘awn, (Pharaoh), Nirdr Qaran, Aba Lahab and
the communities oAd and Tharnd.

(i)  Those that direct mankind to learn lessorntwotigh the
remembrance of death and eschatolagy-Tadhkr bi'l mawt
wa mi ba ‘da ‘I-maw} and all events which follow death are
mentioned in the HolQur’'an. These are as follows:

(@) Questioning in the grave by the two Angelsunkiar and
Nakir

(b)  Barzakh the intermediate state after the death till thg d
of resurrection

(c) Resurrection

(d)  (d)The day of judgement

(e) Rewards and Punishments
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() Heaven and Hell
(@) The Beatific vision (seeing Almighty Allah fate face)

(iv) Passages of the Holy Book that contain infiorcs of Allah with
which mankind should abidet-Tadhkr bi Ayat al-Ahkam). A
highlight of this will be presented shortly aftdret following
section.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Expatiate upon the four themes to which the veo$dlse Quran can be
classified.

3.2 The Significance of th&ur’an as the First Primary Source of
Shan‘ah

The Holy Qur'an, as we mentioned previously, is the first primary

source of theShaiCah. It has the final say on any issue that relates to
the Islamic Law, or, to be more specific, way &#.li This is in view of
the fact that the Law in Islam does not only tredminal, civil,
commercial and international cases. It goes furtbediscuss morals,
ethics, worship, eschatology, metaphysics and kaaciaraction. In
other words, everything that a Muslim need is piled for by the

Shat“ah. TheQur’an, as a Law Book, is therefore different from any
other one man has ever known. The following are esawh its
distinctive qualities.

I Complete way of Life: As said while discussing the scope of the

Shai“ah, man’s religious life is traditionally divided mtthree
broad aspects by the early scholars of Islam. Tlaesethe

‘Agidah (creed) Ibadah (worship) and MuCamalah (social
interaction). The first, as the translation showe$ates to faith or
doctrinal issues such as belief in Allah and tHeeptArticles of
Faith. The second is on the acts of worship sucads (Prayer),
Zakat (obligatory charity) and other cardinal principlafsislam;
while the third consists of legislations on whainpires between
one person and another or a group of persons. ni&ysrelate to
the economy, politics, entertainment and socialiviiets
generally. That is why some regard it a misnomesitgle out
some verses of th@ur’'an and tag them as being the only ones
capable of legal application.

. Synthesis of morality and law: The modern concept of law does
not have any regard for moral and ethical constaera An
obvious case can be perverted if the lawyer hagdlirs capable
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or knows how to play his card to influence the jadgTrhe
ultimate aim is to impress the judge without anpsideration for

the conscience. Th&haiCah is different in this because it
constantly reminds man of the omnipresence, omaiua and
omniscience of Allah. He knows everything and wgjive
appropriate rewards in the hereafter. Th’an cautions those
in charge of dispensing justi@sking: “IsAllah not the Judge of
judges?” Q. 95:8).

Iii. Stipulating the Law Potentially: By this, we mean that the
Qur'an is just “the model illustration for future legisian and
does not constitute a legal code by itself”. It ypdes the
principles in most cases without stipulating thevlexplicitly or
actually. Should it attempt to do so, it would be woluminous
and will not serve the purpose it is meant for. EBxelicit and
actual legislations are furnished in form ®finnahwhich is the

second primary source of th&haitah. This shows the
indispensable roles the Prophet played as theiestjpnterpreter

and practical demonstrator dffie Shat®ah. The fact that the
Qur'an has not supplied details in every aspe€tlife also

provides opportunities for interpreting the lawaccord with all

times and places. Had it given specific legislaionthe light of
the situation at the time of the Prophet, it wob&le restricted
itself to that time and the Arab land. In that ¢asevould be

difficult, if not impossible, to make the legislai applicable in
the present time. The need for its revievould have been

irresistible, just like the case of other codeoa#r the world.

V. Perfect: No man is perfect, and anything coming from him
cannot be perfect. That is why the need is alwal{gd improve
on policies by modification, review or outright cigee. As a
result of this, constitutions all over the worldeasubject to
review, amendment or repeal. But the case of Que’an is
different. Its source is Allah to whom the pasg thresent and
future are the same. He knows everything. Owinliginfinite
knowledge, He is fully aware of all possible futureeds of man
and how to meethem. Assuch, He has revealed tQmir'an as
guidance in which there is no doubt in accordangd wan’s
nature.

Any deviation from it will not only make man faib tachieve the desired
aim but will also create difficulties for him. Weeaall witnesses to what
happens in developed countries where technologidehncement has
failed to bring about peace and tranquillity in theciety. Organised
violent crimes are the order of the day in mogheimn.
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V. Facilitation of Implementation: Unlike other legal codes which
expose man to temptations and, at the same tinpgcexim to
keep the law, thur’an gives due consideration to the nature of
man and takes steps to enable him to carry outnjbactions.
For instance, raping is a crime all over the wdmd a woman is
encouraged to make herself as attractive and saglasi possible
in dressing, keeping dates and visiting males. ddse of Mike
Tyson, the heavy-weight boxing champion jaileddoryears for
raping a contestant in a beauty contest is appbsite. The lady
was approached and invited to his hotel accommaadatirhe
invitation was honoured and only God knows how dhessed
and behaved to arouse his carnal feelings. Thet®tu can
hardly arise in an Islamic setting. The woman iei@ed to dress
decently without exposing her beauty. Members efdpposite
sexes are instructed to “lower their gaze” and éyabmiscuous
intermingling Qur’an 34:30-31). A woman or girl is not allowed
to visit any man who is not her husband or relatiféus, to
commit fornication or adultery is very difficult ithe Islamic
country unlike what obtains in the West. In fabg principle in
Islamic jurisprudence is that anything that maydléasin is a sin
in itself.

In sum, theQur’'an contains the totality of th&haiah although in
principle without going into detail in many casel. provides the

framework on which the elaborate exposition of BleaiCah in the

Sunnahijc'zC and Qiyas is based. Due to this unique role it plays, the
Qur’an is considered the most authoritative of the sourckEshe

Shat“ah. It has the final say on every legal issue. leven used to
determine the authenticity of Held because all the sayings and
practices of the Prophet are expected to be inrdaoce with it. In case
any statement or action is ascribed to him bubrgrary to theQur’an, it
will have no legal value. It must have been forged.

As theQur’an is meant to guide man to the realization of theppse of
his creation both here and in the hereafter, lenjsined to ensure that
he lives according to its provisions. The Prophetswspecifically
instructed to judge cases according to it. Te’an 5:49 says:

To you we sent the scripture in truth, confirmihg scripture that came
before it, and guarding it in safety, so judge lB=wthem by what Allah
has revealed, and follow not their vain desiregeding from the Truth
that has come to you. Failure to adhere to theigians of theQur’'anin
dispensing justice is strongly condemned and tigoséy of this sin are
calledal-Kafirzm (the unbelieverspl-zaliman (the wrong-doers) anal-
Fasigan (the rebels) Qur'an 5:44-47). This means that the sin is so
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grave that it may rob one of one’s faith and tume oto an evil-doer and

a rebel. Hence, carrying out tedaiCah provisions as in th@ur'an is
part of one’s responsibilities as a Muslim.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Assess the importance of teir’'an as the first primary source &hai
‘ah.

3.2 A Highlight of legal Verses of th&ur’ an

Many Qur’anic verses contain the commandments and injunctions of
Allah for governing the conduct of every Muslim from birth t
death; their observance will bring him eternal happs. These
verses are calledyat al- Ahikam. They may be grouped into four
categories:

0] The Concise Injunctions

These are the precise commandments contained iddlyeQur’an. But

the Holy Quran does not give detailed rules regarding these
commandments. For example, the Injunctions conegrpurification
(Taharah), prayers falat), fasting fawm), poor rate Zakit) and
pilgrimage (Hajj) etc. are all mentioned in tQair'an, but the detailed
rules about this are to be foundtre traditions of the Prophet (SAW)

(i)  The Concise-cum-Detailedhjunctions:

These Injunctions are those which are containdgtenverses some of
which mentioned the commandments in brief but @timeention them
in detail and further leave them to ti#gadith and Sunnahas for
example injunction on war, peace, Jihad, prisonénsar, booty and
relations with non-Muslims. These details are nafrety left to the
Hadith and Sunnahalone butljtihad can also be a method to find a
suitable solution to the problems.

(i)  The detailed Injunctions:

These Injunctions are contained in @Q&r'an which give complete
details of the commandments. Therefore, there isoom for ljtih ad
e.g. all theHadd punishment®isas, unintentional homicide, murder,
theft, Sarigal), robbery Hirabah), Zina (Fornication), andQadhf
(Defamation).
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(iv)  Fundamental principles of Guidance derivedoim injunctions:

The HolyQur’an also mentioned certain fundamental principles far t
guidance of Muslims. But these principles have learccut definition
eitherin the Qur’an or the Sunnahexcept basic norms. They are to be
providedthrough the due processiliith ad. These principles are:

a) Principles  of
freedom
b) Principle of justice
C) Principle of consultation
d) Principle of public interest

o Principle of equality

It is the consensus of the opinion among the inéteps of theQur'an
and Muslim Jurists gl-Mufassiiin and al-Fugahi’) that any Muslim
who legislatively innovates, or enacts laws incstesit with what God
has revealed, enforcing his own laws while renaogtie revealed ones
- unless he believes that this innovated or seffesed laws are the
correct interpretation of Allah’s revelation- woulge classified under
one of the categories of eithBesidan, Fasigian, Zaliman, and finally
Kafiran. For example, if a ruler does not apply the Is@apenalty for
theft or slander or adultery, preferring the judgetof man-made law,
such a ruler will be considered definitely an undodr.

If a ruler fails to apply Islamic Jurisprudence f@asons other than
disbelief, he is considered a wrongdoer, and ifa assult of neglecting
Islamic Jurisprudence he violates a human riglgvarlooks a principle

of justice and equity, he is considered a rebel.

List of Some of the Legal Injunctions of the Holy @r’ an

lima’ (Consensus of juristic opinionAl-Nisai, 4v59, 115
Qiyas (Analogy) Al- Bagarah 2v227 ,Al-Hashr59v2

ljtih ad: Al-‘Ankahiat, 29v69

Istizsan (Juristic preferenceAl-Bagarah 2v185;Al-Hajj, 22v78
Marriage:Al-Bagarah 2v222,235Al-Nisai, 4v4, 19,21,23,24,25;
Al-Maidah, 5v5,7;Al-A'raf, 7v189;Al-Nir, 24v3,22,26,32,33,;

Al-Ahzb, 33v37;Al-Rim, 30v21;Al-Mumtazinah60v10,11,12
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Purpose of Marriag&Al-Rizm, 30v21;Al-Nisai, 4v1;Al-Nahl, 16v72.
Al-Nar, 24v31;Al-Nisai, 4v3. PolygamyAl-Nisai, 4v3,29.

Mahr (Dower): Al-Nisai,4v4,20,21,24,25;Al-Maida,5v6;Al-Bagarah
2v236

Nafagah (Maintenance):Al-Bagarah 2v233,241;Al-Nisai, 4v34; Ar-
Talaq, 65v6,7 Al-Ahzib, 33v50

Good behaviour between spousé@s:Nisai, 4v19, 129, 130. Code of
conduct for believing womel-Nir, 24v30,31

Responsibilities of marAl-Nisai, 4v34,35,128

Marriage with unbeliever®\l-Baqgarah 2v221

Marriage with Ahlul-Kitab: Al-Maidah, 5v6 Prohibited degree of
RelationshipAl-Nisai, 4v22,23,24.

Zihar (Injurious comparismAl-Ahzb, 33v4;Al-mujadilah, 58v2,3,4.
Ila (Vow of desertion)Al-Bagarah 2v226.

Li ‘an (Mutual Cursing)Al-Nar, 24v 4-12

Talaq (Divorce):Al-Baqarah v227-232,236- 237,241,248}-Nisai,
Al-Ahzb, 33v49; Al-Talaq, 65v1,2,6,7.

Khul'u (Redemption)Al-Bagarah 2v229;Al-Nisai, 4v128
Iddah(Retreat):Al-Bagarah 2v228,234,235; Al-Talaq, 65v1-4.

Raja’a(Revocation of Divorcefil-Baqarah 2v228; Al-Ahzab, 33v49.
da‘ah: Al-Bagarah 2v233.

Orphan and guardianshigl-Nisai, 4v2,3,5,6,8,10,127Al-Bagarah

2v220. Succession or Inheritancal-Bagarah 2v180,181;Al-Nisai,
4v7,8,11,12Wasiyyah(Wills): Al-Nisai, 4v7,8,11,12,33,176.
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Legal Transactions

Business (SalesAl-Bagarah 2v188,275. deeds of salesl-Bagarah
2v282

Usury Riba): Al-Bagarah 2v275,276,278,279,280,284l-
‘Imran, 3v130.

Debt: Al-Bagarah 2v245,280Al-Muzammi] 73v20;A't-Taghzbun,
64v17.

Al-Bagarah 2v283
manah): Al-Nisai, 4v35;Al-Anfal, 8v27

MeasurementBanz Isra'il, 17v35;A sh-Shra, 42v181,182,Hud,
11v85. rinks:Al-Bagarah 2v168,172.JusticeA n-Nisii, 4v58,135;
Al-Maidah, 5v9,45,47Al-A'raf, 7v29;A'n-Ndil, 16v90.

Crimes

(Sarigah: Al-Bagarah
2v286; Al-Maida, 5v41,42

fornication): Banz Isra’d,
17v32; A'n-Nar, 24v2-9 r
any intoxicant:  Al-
Bagarah  2v219; Al-
Maida, 5v93 vy (Hirabahy
Al-Maida, 5v36,37

(Qatl): Al-Baqgarah
2v178,179;Al-Maidah, 5v35 n
(Qazh: A 'n-Nr,

24v4,5,11,20,23,24.
Witness:Al-Baqgarah 2v140,282,283Al-Nisai, 4v15,135;

aidah, 5v9,109,110, 111An-
Nzr, 24v13;Al-Furgan, 25v72.

Oath Al-Yamn): Al-Baqgarah 2v224, 227 Al-Maidah, 5v92; A 'n-Ndil,
16v94;n - Nar,24v22, 53

PunishmentsAl-Bagarah 2v178,179Al-Nisai, 4v15, 16, 92, 93;

Al-Maidah, 5v36, 37, 41, 42, 48 n-Nir, 24v2-5
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RepentanceTawbal): A't-Tawbah 9 the whole chapter especially v29
which deals with legal injunctions.

Lawful Relation Qasas): Al-Bagarah 2v178;Al-Maidah, 5v35, 48.
Consultation (Shura(l-Imran 3v158; Al-Shurah, 42v38

Law of War and Peac&l-Bagarah 2v217,Al-Nisai, 4v71, 100;
Al-Anfal, 8v41,61

In sum, an Egyptian scholar ‘Abdu “I-Waitth bn “I-Khalkf
classified Qurmnic legislations as follows: Constitutional
Provisions — 10 verses; International law — 25 egrdurisdiction
and procedures — 13 verses; Civil laws — 30 vesiseiSEconomic
and Financial injunctions — 20 verses (Clinton

Bennet: 1994. P.100)

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Enumerate the groupings of tiqgur'anic verses that contain legal
issues with a brief explanation.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The Qur'an is the first and the original source 8hatCah the Islamic
Law. It does not only stipulate but also providesdglines on how to
implement its provisions. It puts the nature of miato consideration
always. The guidance provided in th@ur’'an covers all the aspects of
life except that it does not go into detail in moases. As a legal treatise,
the Qur'an has the peculiarity of covering all aspects of redife. It
contains the Law potentially and not explicitly. i& incumbent on
Muslims to avail themselves of guidance the Boakvjates as failure to
do so amounts to nothing less than disbelief acantation.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit opens with a classification of the verséshe Qur’'an into
those that direct mankind to learn lessons thrabhghremembrance of
the gift of Allah; through the remembrance of vaschappenings,
incidents, etc. through the remembrance of deadreanhatology and
those that contain injunctions of Allah with whiamankind should
abide. It then gives a highlight of the significanaf theQur’an as

the first primary source oBhaiah containing provisions for all
aspects of human life, and enumerating its digtiactjualities as a
Law Book different from any other one man has déwvmwn.
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It then focuses on the grouping diat al-Aikam (verses having
bearings on legal injunctions) and concludes witlisaof some of
such legal injunctions in the Holy Book.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

o Give a general classification of the contents of tBlorious
Quran.

o Expatiate upon the significance of tQeir'an as the first primary
source of
Shat‘ah,

The list of some of the Legal Injunctions of thelyHQur’an can
be classified into four groupings, i. e. marriagi®prce, business
transaction, and crimes; quote fi@ur’'anic verses for each of
them.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn about the essence #&mel message of the
Qur'an as a holy book for Muslims. Since the boals Hhecome an
important material in the life of a Muslim, we slebknow what are the
various messages and their essence which makstgdis so important to
an average Muslim.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o discuss the essence and message of the Qur’an

o explain the Quranic injunctions which serve as asib For
today’s scientific discoveries

) release and evaluate the rich content of the Qua%abook for
everygeneration.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1  Universality of the Message of the Qur'an

The previous holy books were sent to specific peapld their messages
did not go beyond the territories of such groupslach they were sent so
also were the Prophets through whom such messagressent by Allah.
But in the case of the Qur'an, its message is nit to the Arabs, the
people of Muhammad but indeed to the whole of nrahkiFor instance,
the Qur'an is full of accounts of the rise and &flhationsand empires of
the world. Supporting itself with historical faci&he bookalso reviewed
the achievements of the old reformers, passed jadggonthe various
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religions of the world and gave verdicts on thdedédnces andlisputes
between nations. In addition, the Quran teachegatcanonsand
principles of culture.

Furthermore, the Qur'an contains laws of sociabnemic organization,
group conduct and international relations. All thesake the Quran a
universal document whose use cannot be restriatgdto a group or
tribe.

The Qur'an being the final message must contain ittomplete

messages of the previous books before it. This exatly what we

havein the Quran. It fills the gap in the other messsaxgand further
presented itself as a universal and all-embracoakb For example, the
Qur'an explains the essence of life, and how te lsappily in it. It also

gives a picture of the vanity of the world and himaprepare only for the
life hereafter.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
Explain the universal nature of the Qur'an.
3.1 The Qur'an and Science |

Science and modern inventions have come to agrigewliat has been
revealed in the Qur'an several hundreds of yeans Aggood example is
embryonic development. The Qur’an states:

“We created man from extract of clay. Then We nfadeas a drop in a
place of settlement, firmly fixed. Then We made ddup into an alagah
(leech, suspending thing, and blood clot) then Vddarthe alagah into
a mudghah (chew-like substance) (Qur'an 23:12-14)

Modern scientists agreed that alagah mentionetlanturan accurately
described the embryo stage. Similarly, the scient@greed with the
description of the mudghah stage of child develagm@uestions came
up again as to how could Muhammad who was neve&iemtsst know

these over hundreds of years ago? The use of agdaguipment
and powerful microscopes to confirm that indeed ehebryo and its
sac during the alagah stage is similar to a bléaicaod that the mudghah
stage acquires the appearance of a chewed-likedtaside and
testimony to the scientific knowledge of the Qur'an

According to Ibrahim, as far as it is known in thistory of embryology,
little was known about the staging and classifosatf human embryos until
the twentieth century. For this reason, the deBoripof the human
embryo in the Quran cannot be based on scierkificwledge inthe
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seventhcentury. The only reasonable conclusion is thasédescriptions
were revealed to Muhammad from God. He could netHaown such
details because he was an unlettered man with wbloino scientific
training.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2
What is the teaching of the Qur'an on human emi®#yos
3.3 Quran and Science I

Modern scientists have just discovered that monstaave underlying
roots. These roots are deeply embedded in the drdbos mountains
have a shape like a peg. The Quran many hundregears ago has
described this when it says:

“Have We not made the earth as a bed, and the rammas
pegs?”
(Quran 78:6-7)

According to modern scientists, these roots caohresaveral times their
elevations above the surface of the ground. Sonibst suitable word to
describe mountains on the basis of this informatsotihe word

‘peg’ since a properly set peg is hidden undersilvdace of the ground.
The history of science tells us that the theorynoiuntains having deep
roots was introduced only in the latter half of #82h century.

Mountains play an important role in stabilizing tbeust of the earth.
They prevent the shaking of the earth. AccordingGeologists; the
whole earthwould have been unstable if not for the mountainat t
dotted it. The Qur’an further reveals:

“And He has set firm mountains in the earth so tilhatould not shake
with you ...”(Quran 16:15).

The question is this - could anyone during the timke Prophet

Muhammad have known of the true shape of the maws®aCould

anyone imagine that the solid massive mountain hhie sees before
him actually extends deep into the earth and mesta

The same exposition which the Qur'an gave on theagbmountains was

also given on the origin of the entire universee TQur'an, many years
ago, revealed that the illuminating stars we segght were, just as was the
whole universe, in that ‘'smoke’ material. It states
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“Then He turned to the heaven when it was smoke.”

(Quran 41:11)

Because the earth and the phenomena around ussubk sun, the
moon, stars, planets etc have been formed frons#mse ‘smoke’, we
can conclude that the earth and the heavens wereammected entity.
They, by the power of the Almighty, were formed d@hdn separated
from each other. Qur’'an says:

“Have not those who disbelieve known that the heswand the earth
were one connected entity, théfe separated them?Qur’an 21:30)

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Explain the Quranic references to the creationhef t
universe.

3.3  Quran and Science lll

Still on science, the Quran mentioned that there ibarrietbetween
two seas that meet and that they do not transgress.

“He has set forth the two seas meeting
together. There is a barrier between
them. They do not transgress(Quran
55:19-20)

Modern scientists have discovered that in the pladeere two different
seas meet, there is a barrier between them. Thigbdivides the two seas
so that each sea has its own temperature as wetleasity. For

example,the Mediterranean Sea water is warm saline and desse

compared to thétlantic Ocean water.

When the Mediterranean Sea water meets enter tlamtist over the
Gibraltar still, moves several hundreds of kilorastinto the Atlantic
water at a depth of about 1,000 meters with its own wasatine and
less densethe Mediterranean water stabilizes at this deptihofgh
there are largevaves, strong currents and tides in these seasdth@ot
mix or transgress thisarrier.

When the Qur'an speaks about the divider betwesshfand saltwater, it
mentions the existence of a “forbidding partitiomith the barrier thus:

“He is the one who has set free two kinds of water,
one sweet and palatable, and the other salty and

71



ISL 813 ADVANCED QURANIC STUDI

bitter. And He has made between them a barrier and
forbidding partition.” (Qur'an 25:53)

We may ask this question; why did the Qur'an mantibe partition
when speaking about the divider between fresh aliavater, but did not
mention itwhen speaking about the divider between the twesea

Modern scientists explain that where fresh (swaed) salt water meet, the
situation is somewhat different from what is foundplaces where two

seas meet. It has been discovered that what dissings fresh water
from salt water is a kind of ‘zone’ which has afelient salinity from the

fresh water and the salt water.

This has just been discovered only recently, uashganced equipment to
measure temperature, salinity, density, oxygenTéte.human eye cannot
see the difference between the two seas that magher the two seas
appear to us as one homogenous sea. Similarhhuirean eye cannot
see the division of water in a place called esasarmnto three kinds -
Fresh Water, Salt Water and the Partition. The &unnentioned

these many hundred years ago while the scientidisdescovered them

recently.

“It is He Who has Let the two bodies Of flowing @atOne palatable and
sweet, And the other salt and bitter; yet has Helena barrier between
them, a partition that is not to be passe(J.25:53)

“He has let free the two seas meeting togethemBeh them is a Barrier
which they do not transgress55:19-20)

Qur’an further describes deep sea thus:

“Or (the unbelievers’ state) is like the darkness a deep sea. It is
covered by waves, above whiele waves, above which are clouds.
Darkness, one above another. If a man stretchesisutand he cannot
see it! (Q24:40)

The above verse mentions the darkness found ip sieas and oceans,
whereif a man stretches out his hand, he cannot s@éd.darkness in
deep seas amateans is found around a depth of 200 meters dod/bat
this depth, therés no light and human beings cannot dire more #&n
meters without the aiebf submarines or special equipment. All these
Qur'anic expositions are ndoubt beyond the comprehension of
Muhammad, which further confirntkat the message is divine.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Explain the teachings of the Qur’an on the creatibseas and
oceans.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The essence of the revelation of the Qur'an igéaden the knowledge of
man about the power and might of Allah through Elisations. Even
though we cannot see Allah, the Qur'an has made agpreciate Him and
accept Him as the all-powerful, all-knowing. Thraupe Qur'an, several
thingsunknown to man become clear and many others yetawk
are allrecorded in the holy book.

50 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have come across the various etpos of the Qur'an as
related to science. We have learnt in this unit thdeed science rather
than opposing the Qur'an, it has come to confirmes&# statements
from the book. No other book revealed to prophetasi scientific as the
Qur'an and these have been explained briefly is imit.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

With various examples, explain the scientific cotdeof the Qur’an.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

There are a lot of arguments by some non-Muslimstashe
genuineness of the Qur'an as a book of Allah. s timit, you will learn
how the Qur’an and other evidence have proveditiiged the book has
a divine origin.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

) appreciate the divine origin of the Qur'an.

) explain to a non-Muslim the authenticity of the Qur
both in content and in context

o discusshrough the life of the Prophet that theessage
he brought was to the wholeorld.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Qur'an as an Authentic Source of History

By authenticity, we mean that the Qur'an was trillg revelation from
Allah through Prophet Muhammad to mankind. Befoien,has we
mentioned earlier, there have been prophets seht lvaoks such as
Musa (Moses), Isa (Jesus Christ) and Daud (Daltidtherefore, became
evident that although Muhammad did not meet thesphets, yet his
message contained their histories deeds and ascofitheir lives. The
Qur'an contains histories of prophets such as Mu3ad, Yunus,
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Ibrahim e.t.c. Thus, the Qur’an contains those @sp# life left out in the
earlier revelations.

In addition, the Quran acknowledges earlier regdalbooks and
prophets of Allah. This goes to confirm that theetation of the Qur'an is
a continuation of Allah’s communication with mantinthrough
periodic revelation. Qur'an 40:10 says:

“Say: See you? If this teaching be from Allah, ama reject it, and a
witness from among the children of Israel testiiest. Similarly, (with
earlier scriptures), and has believed while you aegogant. How
unjust are you. Truly Allah guides not a peoplaushj

Historians rely on the information from the Qur’am their writings
because it remained an original source of matésiapast events as it
affected people and places. To this end, the Qus'amot just a book of
worship, it is also a powerful historical documevttich predated the
birth of Prophet Muhammad by telling the storylué bld Romans or the
Babylonians or even the Israelites.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

The Qur'an is not only a religious book, but alshistoricaldocument.
Discuss.

3.2  The Life of Muhammad

In order to prove the authenticity of the Qur'ahe tife of Prophet
Muhammad could also be a good reference point.

First, he was an unlettered Prophet. For this reasewould be difficult for
such a person to sit down somewhere and write am@las Qur'an and
claim it is from Allah.

Secondly, the Makkans were known for literary datiég even before
Muhammad was born. Most of them were poets of Isiginding who
used to organise a competition to showcase thsetrrbaterial in the art of
composition. But when they had contact with versethe Qur'an, they
could not but accept the unrivalled rich languaged @s composition
which was superior in diction compared to their tmoerudition. And
they accepted the Quran as being from a power meéyuhammad.
Thiswas why they accepted the Quran as a superiotatve.

In addition, when Muhammad had contact with king&l aulers of

countries, his first instrument of conviction wdse tQur'an. Most of
these rulers eventually accepted Islam not becatisee eloquence of
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Muhammad but because of the powerful statementsaic@md in the
Quran. It, therefore, means that the Quran wasugh a message of
conviction to which even leaders had to confirm aockpt.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

How did the personality of Muhammad prove that @wr’an was an
authentichook?

3.3  Evidence from The Quran

Unlike other holy books, the Quran speaks of ftset being a
revelation from the supreme being Allah. This ewick and many
othersput the authenticity of the book in no doubt. Thesbecause
Muhammad could not have invented such statemerus. itstance,
Quran 56: 77-80 states thus:

“That is indeed the Qur'an most honourable, in aoRowvell- guarded,
which none shall touch but those who are clean.e¥elation from the
Lord of the worlds.”

To those who claim that the Qur'an is not divirtke Qur'an itself
debunked the claim thus:

Or, do they say, he (Muhammad) has forged it?
Say then, bring ten forged chapters, like it and ca

upon whom you can besides Allah, if you are
truthful.” (Q11:13).

The above is a challenge that nobody or group kas msponded to
over a thousand years when the Qur’an threw it. Qinéan went further to
challenge not only men but even the Jinn with th&ipernatural
powers. None can produce the like of the Quramafi¢hey combined
their efforts in such a direction. Qur'an 17:88&es$a

“If man and jinn should combine together to
produce the like of this Qur’an, they could not
produce the like of it even though some of them
helped each other.”

With all these, we can deduce that the evidendleechuthenticity of the

Qur'an is very much abundant within the text itsalfid this is a further
confirmationof the divine nature of the book.
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SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE 3
Highlight some evidence from the Qur’an to progeaitithenticity.
3.4  Predictions of the Future Fulfilled

Not only is the Qur'an relevant to the history loé fpeople and events of
the past, but is also full of prediction most ofigthhave been fulfilled.
And with our human reasoning, those that are yéetdulfilled would
soon come to pass based on concrete pieces oheeide

A good example was the Quranic prediction of thetory of the
Roman Empire over Persia after the Persians hashtbef it.This
properly came to pass seven years later in 622T6& Qur'an 30: 2-4
states thus:

“The Roman Empire has been defeated, in a landeclns but they
(even) after this defeat of theirs will soon betorious; within a few
years, with God is the decision in the past anthenfuture, on that day
shall the Believers rejoice.”

Also, the Qur'an prophesied that Islam shall prewaer all other
religions. This is being fulfilled today as theigedn is gaining firm root
in areas that used to be hostile to the MuslimsaQ48:28 states:

“It is He who has sent His Apostle with Guidancel dhe religion of
Truth, to proclaim it over all Religion; and enough God as a
witness.”

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Discuss the predictions of the Qur'an on its di\stegus.

4.0 CONCLUSION

We have discussed in this unit the various promf$He authenticity of
the Qur'an, whereas other books are limitedscopeand audience.
Qur'an has proved to be a universal book for abkagations and tribes.

5.0 SUMMARY

The following are the major points that you haa i in this unit:

o The life of Prophet Muhammad is proof of the g@aemiess of
the Quran
o There are several passages of the Quran to supgpert

genuineness of th@ur’'an.
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o The fulfilment of the prophecies in the book is tiew
assurance afs genuineness.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

How will you convince a sceptic that the Quraigenuine?
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Having studied the contents of the Qur'an as a bolyk and a guide for
Muslims, you will in this course learn about sonidle views of non-
Muslims about the Quran. The non-Muslims are lvelis in faiths other
than that preached by Prophet Muhammad as explainedhe
Kalimatul Shahadah. To know some of these viewedessary in order to
understand their viewsbout Islam, especially in a multi-religion
society like Nigeria.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o discuss who are the Ahlul-Kitab (People of the Book

o explain some misgivings and misrepresentations@iQur'an by
non-Muslims.
) appreciate the true position of Islam on Muslim aod-Muslim

relationships.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1  The People of the Book (Ahlul-Kitab)
The term ‘People of the Book’, i.e. Ahlul Kitab asphrase in the Qur'an
interpreted by people of various callings. It cobkel found in Quran
5:68, 3:65, 3:72, 4:153, 4:71 e.t.c . In view oé thvailability of the

Qur'an in many translations, many of its verses rarginterpreted. For
instance, the following verses are typical examples
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“Say: O people of the Book! you have no groundtang unless you
stand fast by the law (Taurat) and the Gospel @bhjeand all the
revelations that has come to you from your Loi@ur'an 5:68).

“O ye people of the Book! Why do you dispab®ut Abraham, when
the law and the Gospel were no

revealed till after him? Have ye no understandin@Q3: 65)

“O ye people of the Book! Why do you clothe trutithw
falsehood, and conceal the truth, while ye havevedge?” (Q3: 71).

According to some Christians, the term people efBlok refers not just
to the Jews and Christians but to the Muslims adl. weuch

Christians even quote Qur'an 5:68 as implying thatslims should
believe in the Bible.

However, it should be clear that the phrase is nesed in the Qur'an to
refer to Muslims. The use of the term and its ceinteakes this clear.
The term refers to the Jews and Christians, agebdlievers in revealed
religion. Muslims are referred to in the QuranMsslims or ‘those who
believe’ but never a&hlul Kitab.

We should note that the term, while often usedbfuth the Jews and the
Christians (as in Q3: 65) is sometimes used spadlyi for Jews as in
Quran 3:72 Quran 3:64 and 4:17.

The people of the Book were invited to believe noghet Muhammad
and the Quran as in Qur'an 3:10, 5:65. They wele that the Qur'an is
an embodimenttésdig of the promises made in their scriptures with
regardto thecoming of Muhammad.

1. says: Some Christians quote Qur'an 3:62 and Qur'arb:.69
where Allah

“Those who believe in the Quran and those whoofellthe

Jewish scripture, and the Christians and the sakjamd any who
believe in God and the last day, and work righteess shall have
their reward with their Lord; and on them shall o® fear, nor

shall they grieve.”

(Quran 2:62)".

The above passage occurs in the Qur'an severa time only shows

a breadth of vision unparalleled in any other faithere is a difference
in the situation of the people of the Book accagdim whether or not
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the message of Islam has reached them. Becaudee afigtortion

of the earlier scriptures, the beliefs of the people of the book
have alsdbecomalistorted from the pure teachings of their prophets
In the Quran, God’'s message has been completegreserved for
people of all times and places.

Consequently, Muslims are told to call all peopbethe way of
Islam (Qur'anl16:125) and it is expected that many pious people o
the book will recogniseghe truth of Islam and embrace it. Indeed,
many Jews and Christians, past anesent, have accepted Islam and
are still accepting and practising Islam.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
Explain the term ‘Ahlul-Kitab’.
3.2  Quran Confirming Earlier Revelations

The Qur'an never mentioned the word ‘Bible’ and wbere in the
Bible does it refer to itself as HOLY BIBLE. Howayéhe Qur'an
confirms previous revelations through referencethéolnjil, Taurat,
Zabur, and the scrolls of Abraham (suhuf Ibrahib@t us examine
some of these revelations:

a. Injeel:

The word Injil in the Qur'an refers to the revetatimade by God
to Jesus. It is, in other words, the original Géghdesus. The Injil,
just like the other revelations were meant for atipalar people
and a particular time and so has not survived #ssgge of time in
its pure original form. This igvenevident from statements made
about the Bible by Christian scholars in the presacand
introductions to modern versions of the Bible suah Revised
Standard Version, New Testament Version, New Emdible, Living
Bible e.t.c.

Today, we have what remains of the Gospel accorthnigathew,

Mark, Luke, and John, which could contain bits or poiaf the

original Injil of Jesus Christ.

b. Taurat

This is also known as Torah, the book of Moseis. the revelation by

Godto Prophet Musa (Moses), and this is acknowledgellizslims
as an article ofaith. Some non-Muslims have attributed the Quttan
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be an offshoot of thibook. This is not true, and from the contents of
the book from the Qur’an.

In addition, we should note that the first five kesoof the Old
Testament (i.e. Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbeasd
Deuteronomy) which some Christians attribute elytite Moses as
Torah, are not considered by Muslims to be so. iBhiecause it can
clearly be seen from these books of the Old Testatmat a lot of
materials were written about Moses from hearsapenthird person
singular i.e. “he”.

For example in Deuteronomy 34:5-12, it sdysand Moses was a
hundred and twenty years old when he diedcatild Moses have
written about his own death in the past tenser{peéa prophecy) and
in the third person singular?.

The fact is that the Taurat, just like other earlevelations, was
meant for particular people and time in its pure aniginal form.
ThereforeMuslimscan say that some aspects of the five books of
Moses are acceptable. Theae those that are confirmed by the
Qur’an and which retain their original form.

b. Zabur:

Zabur is the book revealed by God to Prophet Ddbalvid) for
the guidance of his people. There is no evideneae ithhas been
preserved till date. This book has often been eguat translated as
“The Psalms” which were traditionally attributed tDavid.
However, a recent study casts doubt on their asttifor

For instance, the International Bible Version oé tBible says (in
Plan of the Bible Pg.13):

“Psalms - Here are sacred songs, poems and prayelsch
originated in Israel’'s worship and her experiencghwGod. They
are traditionally associated with David but reflectenturies of
individual and corporate responses to God.”

In other words, they were written by a number oknown people
overa period of centuries. They cannot, therefore, batifled
as Zabur. Some of thedescriptionsgiven in Psalms such as 78: 65
“Then the Lord awoke as from sleep, as a man awikasthe stupor
of wine” cannot be regarded as a revelation from God. TdimMas
theysoundblasphemous.
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From the above, it should be clear that whenewethr'an refers to

the Injil, Taurat, Zabur or “earlier revelationst',is not referring to

what is today called the Bible. The use of suchsegrin the

Qur'an by Christians imn attempto prove the authenticity of the
whole Bible is therefore only a sign of ignoranééhe Qur'an.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE 2

Explain with examples the Qur'anic confirmatiaf previous
revelations.

3.3 Muslims Believe in Earlier Revelations

Some non-Muslims quote Quran 10:94-95 to say tadphet
Muhammedwvas advised by God to ask the Jews and Christians
concerning the authenticity of the Qur'an because Bible was
more authentic. We render here the full passage:

“And so, (0 man) if you are in doubt about (thettjuof what we
have bestowed upon from high, ask those who readlithne writ

(revealed) before your time: and you will surelydfithat the truth
has come into you from sustainer. Be not, themongrnthe doubters,
and neither be among those who are bent on giviedié to God’s
messages, lest you find yourself among the lost.”

Some of thecommentatoron the above verse maintained that verses
94 and 95 were addressed to the Prophet Muhammhbaid. T
assumption is not only incorrect, it is obvioustti@od's chosen
prophet was never in danger of either doubtingeoryahg the truth.

According to a Quranic Commentator, Ar-Razi, thoe® verses
were addressed to man in general. This interpogtatiakes it clear
moreover, that the above passage is closely comhetith verses
57 and58, which speak of the guidance given to mankindugh
the ultimatedivine writ, the QuranSome even quote verses such as
Quran 41:136; 2:136; 2:1-5 and say tihuislims are required to
believe in the Bible. For example:

“O ye who believe! Believe in God, His Apostle, athe scripture,
which He has sent to His apostle, mind the scrgguwhich He
has sent before him” (Quran 4: 136).

We should note that what is meant in these vesshslief in the fact
of earlier revelation, and not in the earlier rdedascriptures
themselves in their present form, which is repdgtethted in the
Qur'an. A Muslim in principle should believe thahere were
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revealed books before the Qur'an whatever happenshdse
revealed books including revisions, amendmentsatecovered by
this provision.

3.4  Quranic Views on Jesus Christ

Some non-Muslims quote Qur'an 2: 87 and 2: 253 dp that
Jesus Christ was unique in the sense that he vhasdily one”
inspired or strengthened by the Holy Spirit. Sors® @uote these
verses to say that Muslims believe in the same equinaf the Holy
Spirit as Christians. For example in Q 2: 87 Alkays:

“We give Jesus the son of Mary clear sigarsd strengthened him
with the Holy Sprit.”

You should note that the Arabic word translateceres Holy Spirit

is ruh-al- quduswhich is also translated as the ‘Spirit of holiness
divine inspiration’, or‘Holy inspiration’. This word recurs in the
Qur’an in areas such as Quran 164R; 12, 42: 52, 97: 4, etc. But
you should also note that Quran 58:22 speaks lobalievers as
being strengthened by inspiratiorulf) from Him, and it is not
peculiar to Jesus.

Other Quranic commentators interpret the temam al-qudusto
mean Angel Jibril who brought this revelation ospiration from
Allah. It is therefore an issue of interpretati@séd on the context of
the Quran in which the term is used.

Some quote Qur'an 21: 91 where Allah says abouyNtae mother of

Jesus)'We breathed into her of our Spirit”and say that this is
the evidence that Jesus was the most special ofy b&i that it

signifies that he (Jesus) was part of God as icaoheept of Trinity.

The fact you should know is that the statementrsefi® the
creation of man in general as being from “My Shirfor instance
Quran 15: 29, and 38:72 “Then | formed him (man). ...And
breathed into him my Spirit"’And in Qur'an 32:9and thereupon
He forms him fully and breathes into him of HisriBpi

Furthermore, some quote Quran 3:183 where Alldls terophet
Muhammado say to the Jews.

‘There came to you messengers before me, with slgas and even

with what you ask for, why then did you Kill theinyou say the
truth?” and from this use it has support that Jesus vilasl ki
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However, at the end of the Qur'an 2:87, it was meldar that not
all the messengers were killed. The Jews killedyn@drthe Prophets
sent to them, as mentioned in the Bible (Matt 2B:Bit there is no
place in the Quran that indicates that Jesus wasng those
killed. On the contrary, Qur'an 4:157- 158 states they did not kill

him nor did they crucify him, but it was made tgapr to them (as
s0). The same goes for the issue of rising frondéa&l, which Islam
did not support.

The Muslims’ belief in Jesus, like all other Profshas that he was
God’s messenger, he was calleghtophethoodchosen to accomplish

a missiorof inviting people to the way of God. Jesus as far as Islam
Is concerned has fulfilled that mission of preaghihe message to
his people. He is not God, and neitlseehe part of God.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4
Explain the belief of Muslims about Jesus Christ.
40 CONCLUSION

The position of the Quran on the personality aukeis very clear.
And since theQur’an was the last of the revealed books, wehchn
that its message must have taken into considerai@nts and
people of the pastAlthough Muslims believe in all the revealed
books, the later distortions that have crept im@se books have
rendered them faulty, hence the Quraemained the only
incorruptible, unadulterated book for the guidaoicenan.

50 SUMMARY

You have learned in this course the positions @¢dntson the
misinterpretations and misgivings of non-Muslimsoat the
Quran. You now know who ‘The people of the Book'eathe
Qur'an confirming earlier revelations, The Belief Muslims in
the earlier scriptures as well as the Muslims’ vadwesus Christ.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Discuss with examples four views of the non-Muslahsut the Qur'an.
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UNIT 5 THE QUR’ANIC TEACHINGS ON UNITY,
EQUALITY OF MANKIND, AND PEACEFUL
CO-EXISTENCE
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will learn the teachings of Islaon unity, equality of
mankind and peaceful coexistence. You will thereaghat theQur’ an
is full of moral guidance in the areas of maintezeamf peace and
harmony. We have recorded in Nigeria a great nurobegligious riots
which could have been averted if people are welhifhed with the
principles of peaceful co-existence among men astioreed in the
Qur’'an; hence the importance of the theme of higdun

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

° explain the position of th&€ur'an on unity of the origin of
mankind

o explain theQur’ @nic position on the equality of human beings

o examinethe Islamic stand on peaceful coexistencevean

members of a society.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1  Unity and Equality of Mankind
A basic tenet of Islam is faith in the oneness oti@nd its constant
lesson is the principle of unity and equality ofnkiad in the sight
of God. Islam affirms this in unequivocal terms.répudiates the

doctrine of polygenism that ascribes multiple atrees unto
mankind. It also does away with the idea of ‘CdstesClasses’ or
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races which forms the basis of discrimination aedregation in
many human societies.

sl oda Wi Edida als (o SITS8 SEUG ale! Jsge! s
Siols oligl W Ag dulslss v SI0LEa ¢ go) 1ol
poal Uz 108!

10 i glsda s

“O mankind be conscious of your duty to your Lorchd\Vcreated you
from a single soul; and from it created the spahseeof and from the
two spread multitude of men and women. And be donsmf your duty
toward Allah in Whom you claim (your rights) of orsother and
towards the womb that bore you. Lo Allah has be®viaacher over you”

(Q.4:1)

In the area of maintaining love and peace, howeYar,an takes a step
further by instructing that, all men are equal, war their colour,
language, race, ethnicity, nationality, and backgm It addresses itself
to the conscience of humanity and banishes alefaégriers in form of
race, status, and wealtRQur'an removes all these impediments and
proclaims the idea that the whole of mankind omagga from Adam and
Hawa’ who were created by Allah.

The Holy Qur'an wishes to unite the entire human race under one
banner as one of its verses reiterates the commgm @f man and
explains the division of humanity into nationsraces and tribes. It tells
us that the object and purpose of this divisionemer recognise each
other. It goes a step further and points out téhas ‘piety’ is the only
criterion and standard by which man is judged bal@Bnd by which we
should judge our fellowmen. It reads thus:

: ) EliiMe a0 M slids seedha dig s s bl As) 1 Iada g0
litda 10 1 Edsa Esgog) Ngo) Wodow

Oh mankind: We created you from a single (paird ofiale and a female,
and made you into nations and tribes, that you kmayv each other not
that you may despise one another. Verily, the rhosoured of you in
the sight of Allah is (he who is) the most rightsai you. Allah has full
knowledge and is well acquainted with all thingg19Q13).

An author of an English translation of tlggur’an observes that, the
above verse is not addressed to believers alonég lmen and women in
general, who are told that they are all membergnaf family and their
divisions into race, colours, tribes, families, arations should not lead
to estrangement from, but to a better knowledgeeath other. The
superiority of one another in this vast unificatiakepends on
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righteousness, on the careful observance of dutesrd Allah and
fellowmen, and, on moral greatness. (A.M. Hobohnd.)nOne can
contrast this Islamic teaching with the Hindus apton that the
Brahaman is a cast derived from the gods and tkleaSwa cast derived
from the Asuras or demons.

Islam also opposes the idea of chosen race astthygludaism and is
deadly opposed to the practice of apartheid poticgny form. Prophet
Muhammad (S) chose Bi| an Abyssinian, as the firtMduadhdhin (one
who makes the call for prayers) in Islam and sdmbua another
companion Salan, a Persian, that he belonged to his family. Traase
excellent examples of the teaching and practideratherhood in Islam.
A Muslim is therefore asked not to make any disaration on the basis
of colour, race, or nationality.

Q. 49:13 quoted above is even clearer on the igbunity, equality, and
brotherhood of humanity. It emphasizes that thewobf the skin is of
no consequence but the quality of the heart isvefyeconsequence. The
racial or national label matters nothing; the chsmamatters everything:

Besides the HolyQur'an, there are a number of Traditions of the
Prophet asking the true believers to refrain froakimg distinctions on
the basis of caste or class or showing any kindatl prejudice.

(1) “He is not one of us who incites class pregedi or fights for
classinterest or dies in its pursuits.” (Buki and Muslim)

(2) “Seek refuge from the curses of the oppressedvhatever
community he or they may belong, for the portalsGaid are
always open for the oppressed.” (Abaviud and Tirmidin)

(3) “The worst type of prejudice is to support Bnemmunity even
in tyranny.” (Al-Bayhaqi) (4) “He who knowingly lends support
to tyranny is outside the fold ¢dlam.” (Al-Tabagni)

All members of the Islamic society, therefore, wevar their race, or
tribe, or dynasty, or colour, or language, are equembers and possess
equal fundamental rights. The Islamic society issta Non-Racial, Non-
Tribal, and Casteless Society. It may also be tdram an Egalitarian
Society. (Ansari, Muhammad Fazlu Rahman; The Qur&oundation
and Structure of Muslim Society; Karachi, vol 1188)

3.2  Peaceful Co-Existence
Maintaining peace in one’s community is one oftiasic tenets of the
Qur’an, mostly because enmity between two opponents ndghelop

into enmity among their friends, which often splismmunities, states,
countries, and even nations into cliques whose maipose would be to
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vex and harm one another. That is wQwr’ an urges people to make
peace among those believers who are joined togdthea religious
fraternity. It says:

pO N0y 149! digal o) woeal dicy #& ol glis IUE s i) Weg G s
Ly AW iy s digale o) syieal wilpad sliodag) 1o W yze Wagudasey b Jalicdcy
Chs Wgs Ne

If two parties among the believers fall into a quarel, make your
peacebetween them: but if one of them transgresses beydibounds
against the other, then turn your back (all) againsthe one that
transgresses until it complies with the command oGod, but if it
complies, then make peace between them with justi@nd be fair:
for God loves those who are fair (and just) (Q 499

If fighting is forced on believers by aggressdpsir’ an asks the former
to stop the moment the latter signals his intentostop. Human being
should not be over-killed during wars. Muslims sldobe prepared to
incline towards peace whenever their opponentsessgtheir willingness
to abide by their terms of peace (Q 2:190; 8:61).

It is believed that ultimate good does not meanMuslims should only
lead an upright life or simply avoid harming othdRaither, it also means
that they should always seek to maintain peace thiir fellow human
beings. The Holy Prophet Muhammad (SAW) teaches rten should
always seek to spread love and peace. He must othkes happy and
safe. He also teaches that men should leave albaedwes not concern
them. Because prying into other people’s affairg/ead to friction,
confusion, and misunderstanding, which may theeea&fiuse chaos and
rivalry in societies where peace reigns.

Qur’an calls for a peaceful co-existence of mankind in givwen society

because it is a means towards the achievementpfiriess, harmony,

and tranquillity, success and stability of all asuhdry, so that when
people turn to it they may attain the prosperity geace they yearn for
It further instructs individuals, communities anditions that are

empowered by God to always stand to rescue theesppd people in
safeguarding their lives and properties but wate such assistance
must be on the feaf Godand not on material gains. He says:

S8V 508) B W sises sDIe1 a0 Bl ke Slgasle) sl S 1y S Ghaga Vgl
“... help you one another in righteousness and piety,ub help you
not one another in sin and rancour: fear Allah: for Allah is strict in
punishment” (Q

5:3)
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

0] Highlight the significance ofQur’anic moral topic on peaceful
co-existence among men.

(i)  Critically examine the roots and causes of civitl amternational
wars among humankind, and suggest Islamic solsitimthem.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Qur’'an as a divine Book preaches the gospel of peace amamndind.

It calls peace the greeting of the righteous arar ttvays of life and
forbids aggression in all its ramifications. On thteer hand, all people
are seen to be equal in the eyes of God, and Héswlaam to treat one
anotheras equal.The distinction between them on the basis of race,
colour, social standing, skill and degree of ingelhce, etc are artificial
and should not be tolerated. Human beings shotilesb serve Allah
and contribute meaningfully to the well-being oéithcommunity and
fellow men.

5.0 SUMMARY

Islam affirms the unity of the origin and equaligf mankind in
unequivocal terms. Botlthe Qur'an and the Hadith repudiate ‘cast’
‘class’ or racial systems which form bases of dmgration in many
societies. Man should always seek to maintain peattefellow human
beings.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Outline the essential teachings of Islam concernirggunity of
mankind.

2. Discuss equality of human beings as an importamahteaching
of Islam.

3. Examine the significance of peaceful coexistenceranpeople.
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