,S_ .E,

GUIDE
| SL822

ADVANCED STUDY OF HADITH

Course Team Dr Mustapha, Adejor&®aheen{Course
DevelopeiVriter /Editor) — NOUN
ProfessorAsif FAhmed (Programme Leader)

NOUN
Dr Mustapha A. R. (Course Coordinator)

NOUN

[l S|
NiaUN

NATIONAL OPEN UNIVERSITY OF NIGERIA




IS 822

COURSE GUIDE

© 2021 by NOUN Press

National Open University of Nigeria
Headquarters

University Village

Plot 91, Cadastral Zone

Nnamdi Azikiwe Expressway

Jabi, Abuja

Lagos Office
14/16 Ahmadu Bello Way
Victoria Island, Lagos

e-mail: centralinfo@nou.edu.ng
URL: www.nou.edu.ng

All rights reserved. No part of this book may bprogluced, in any
form or by any means, without permission in writifigpm the

publisher.

First Printed 2021

ISBN: 978-978-058-354-5




1S 822 COURSE GUIDE

CONTENTS PAGE
INTrOdUCTION ... e e \Y
What you will learn in this Course........................ v
COUISE AIMS. et e ettt e e \Y
Course ODbJecCtiVeS.........ceiiii i i v
Working through this Course ........ccoocoovviiiiiinnnn. %
Course Materials .........c.ccveviiiiiiiiiii e, v
Set Textbooks/References ..........ccccvvviiniinnnn. Y
Study Modules/UNitS ........coooeiiiiiiiiiiii e, Vi
Assignment File ... Vi
ASSESSIMENL ...ttt e e e Vi
Tutor-Marked ASSIgNMENtS .......cc.oovviiiiinineinnnne. Vil
Final Examination and Grading ...........cceeeeiieinennne. Vil
Presentation Schedule...........ccoooooiii . IX
How to Get the Most from this Course ................... v
Reading Section .........ccciiiii i X
Tutor and TutorialsS .......coveeviii i e X
SUMMATIY oot e e et e e e e e e aeeaaas Xil



IS 822 COURSE GUIDE

INTRODUCTION

ISL 822: Advanced Study dfladith is a one-semester 14 units course
of the National Open University of Nigeria. It igadlable for Master
students in Islamic Studies programme. It is alsitable for anyone
who is interested in studyingnd understanding the sayings of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad owvarietiesof issues that affect man’s life.
There is no compulsory pre-requisfte the Course.

This Course Guide tells you briefly what the Couissall about, what
you areexpected to know in each Unit, what Course Mateyalu will

be using anchow you can work your way through these Materials. It
also emphasises the neéar Tutor-Marked Assignments. Detailed
information on your TutoMarked Assignments is found in the
separate file which will be sent to you latéfhere are periodic
tutorial classes that are linked to t@eurse.

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN IN THIS COURSE

The overall aim of ISL822 Advanced StudyHbddith is to discussvith
you some of the sayings of Prophet Muhammad as Hwye as
guiding principles for man towards achieving a successfuhd on
earth andatthe same time preparing man for the DajResurrection.

COURSE AIMS

The aim of this Course is to discuss with you sarhéhe Prophetic
sayings and the message they convey to mankindseEas will be
achievedby:

o Presenting to you the Arabic texts of all #ieidith to
be discussed under the variousits.

o Taking you through the English translations oftl#é ahadith.

o Presenting a comprehensive commentary on eaahaalith.

o Listing out some of the lessons that can be derifreth
discussions under eacimit.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Further, to achieve the aims set out above, theee cwerall set
objectives. In addition, each Unit has specific embives. TheUnit
objectives are always included at its beginningubould readhem
before you start working through the units. You nvegnt to referto
them during your study of the unit to check youngress. Yowshould
always look at the unit objectives after completmginit. This isthe
way by which you can confirm whether you have daweat was

iv
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required of you by thenit.

Stated below are the wider objectives of this ceusrs a wholeBy
meeting these objectives, you should have achi¢ledaims ofthe
course as ahole.

WORKING THROUGH THISCOURSE

To complete this Course, you are required to reéwsal dtudy units,
read recommended books and read other materials provigethe
NationalOpen University of Nigeria (NOUN). Each unit comsself-

assessment exercise, and at points in the Coussearg requiredo

submit assignments for assessment purposes. Adnithef thiscourse
also there is a final examination. You will find lbe list of all

components of the Course and what you hawoto

COURSE MATERIALS
Major components of the coursee:

1. CourseGuide

2. StudyUnits

3. Textbooks

4. Assignmentile

5. Presentatioischedule.

In addition, you must obtain the materials. Theg provided bythe
NOUN. Obtain your copy. You may contact your tutbryou have
problems in obtaining the Courseaterials.

Each unit contains a number of self-tests. In ganeheseself-tests
guestion you on the material you have just coveredequire youto
apply them in some ways and, thereby, help youatoyg youmprogress
and to assignments. The exercises will assistiyachieving thestated
learning objectives of the individual units andtlodé course.

SET TEXTBOOKS

You are required to purchase any of the underdiséxtbooks. You
needthem for this and some other Islamic studiesrses.

1. Abdul, M.O.A. (1983).The Prophet of Islam (An Introduction
to the Sudy of Hadith). Lagos: Islamic PublicationBureau.

2. Azami, M.M. (1977). Studies in Hadith Methodology and
Literature. NP. American TrusPublication.

3. Ibn Hajr (1378 A.H.)Bulagh al-Marami min adillati-I ahkam.
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Kano, Mu’assisatu Brul ‘Ulam.

4. Khan M. S. (trans.) (1974)Gardens of the Righteous (An
English translation of Riyad as-&lihin of Imam Nawawi)
London: Curzon Preddd.

5. Muhammad Ali, (n.d.).A Manual of Hadith. Lahore, The
Ahmadiyya Anjumanlishat Islam.

6. Muhammad, Azizullah (1973).Glimpses of the Hadith.
Pakistan: TheCrescent Publications.

7. Quadri, Y.A. (1995).The Sayings of the Prophet (SAW.).

liebu-Ode:Shebiotimo Publications.

(n.d.) Sahih Bukhari Dar al-Fikr

(1978).Sahzh Muslim Dar al-Fikr.

© @

STUDY MODULES AND UNITS

MODULE 1

Unit 1 The Sayings of the Prophet Concerning WorA#airs -
I

Unit 2 The Sayings of the Prophet Concerning WorA#airs -
Il

Unit 3 The Sayings of the Prophet Concerning WorAg#airs -
1l

Unit 4 More Prophetic Sayings on Attitudes Commamong
Women

MODULE 2

Unit 1 Sayings of the Prophet on Economic Actesti

Unit 2 Sayings of the Prophet on Economic Actestil

Unit 3 More discussions on the sayings of the Rebp

Unit 4 More discussions on the sayings of the Rebp

Unit 5 More discussions on the sayings of the Rebfl

MODULE 3

Unit 1 Sayings of the Prophet on Social Interactid

Unit 2 Sayings of the Prophet on Social Interactdl

Unit 3 Sayings of the Prophet on Social Interactdll

Unit 4 Prophetic Words of Wisdoin

Unit 5 Prophetic Words of Wisdoth

vi
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ASSIGNMENTSFILE

In this file, you will find all details of the worltou must submit tgour
tutor for marking. The marks you obtain from thessignmentsvill

count toward the final mark you obtain for this cxei Further
information on assignments will be found in the igasnent Fileitself
and later in this Course Guide in the sectiorassessment.

ASSESSMENT

There are two types of the assessment for the eolisst aspects are
the Tutor-Marked Assignments; second, are the wrigeaminations.

In tackling the assignments, you are expected pdyapformationand
knowledge acquired during thisourse. The assignments must be
submitted to your Tutor for formassessmenh accordance with the
deadlines stated in the Assignment File. Tk you submit to your
Tutor for assessment will count for 30% of ydotal coursemark.

At the end of the course, you will need to sit #offinal three-hour
examination. This will also count for 70% of yowursemark.

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS

There are fourteen (14) Tutor-Marked Assignmentthis courseYou
need to submit four of the assignments; the besttmarks yowbtain
from the four will be counted and added to yourrexeation markdor
the finalgrading.

The Tutor-Marked Assignment questions for the umitdis courseare
contained in the section seven of each unit. Yooukh be ableto
complete your assignments from the information amaterials
containedn your set textbooks, reading and study units. E\v, you
are advisedto use other references to broaden your view pamnmtd
provide adeepemunderstanding of theubject.

When you have completed each assignment, sendgdthier with
Tutor-Marked Assignment form to your Tutor. Make surettkach
assignmenteaches your tutor on or before the deadline givethe
AssignmentFile. If, however, you cannot complete your work in time,
contact yourtutor before the assignment is done to discuss the
possibility ofan examination.

Vii
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FINAL EXAMINATION AND GRADING

The finalexaminatiorof ISL822 will be of three-hour duraticand

70% a value of the total course grade. Examinationwill consist

of questions which reflect the type stlf-testing,practice exercise
and Tutor-Markedproblems you have come across. All areas of the
course willbe assessed.

You are advised to revise the entire course aftetymg the lasunit
before you sit for the examination. You will fintl useful to review
your Tutor-Marked Assignments and the comments of yowtoil on
thembefore the finakxamination.

Unit Title of Work Weeks Activity M odule Assignments
Unit 1 The Sayings of The Week1 Assignment
Prophet 1
Unit 2 The Sayings of The Week?2 Assignments
Prophet 2
Unit 3 The Sayings of The Week3 Assignment
Prophet 3
Unit4 | More Propheti&Sayings Week4 Assignment
on AttitudesCommon 4
Amona Women
M odule 2:
Unit 1 | Sayings of the Prophen Week5 Assignment
Economic Activities | 1
Unit 2 | Sayings of the Prophen Week6 Assignment
Economic Activities Il 2
Unit 3 More Discussions othe Week7 Assignment
Sayings of the Prophet | 3
Unit4 | More Discussions on the  Week8 Assignment
Savyinaos 4
Unit 5 More Discussions othe Week9 Assignment
Sayings of the Prophet Il 5
MODULE
Unit 1 | Sayings of the Prophet on Week10 Assignment
Social 1
Unit 2 | Sayings of the Prophet on Week11 Assignment
Social 2
Unit 3 | Sayings of the Prophet on Week12 Assignment
Social 3
Unit 4 Prophetic Words of Week13 Assignment
Wisdom | 4
Unit 5 Prophetic Words of Week14 Assignment
Wisdomll 5

viii
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Revision 1

Examination 1

Total 10

This table shows how the actual fineburse markings broken
down.

A ssessment M arks

Assignmentl-3 each contairt0% =30%
Final Examination 70% of overall coursenarks
Total 100% of coursenarks

PRESENTATION SCHEDULE

The presentation schedule includedymur course materials gives you
the important dates for the completion totor-markedassignments
and attending tutorials. Remember you are requicedsubmit all
your assignments by the due date. You should gagainst lagging
behindin your work.

The dates for submission of all assignment willdeenmunicated to
you. You will also be told the date of completing the studyts and
dates forexaminations.Below is an overview of the Course and
schedule for the presentationtbé assignments.

HOW TO GET THE MOST FROM THE COURSE

Since you will have minimal contact with the le@urof this course,
you are expected to do a lot of independs&nitdying.

As you study independently, take notes about pdimi$ you donot
understand and endeavour to clear up such pointtheatvarious
tutorials and discussions organized on the course. Each dnit
interspersedvith self-tests which are meant to enable you to evaluat
yourself againsthe set objectives in the units as you progress. Yeu ar
advised to takehe Unit objectives seriously since they will guide you
in your reading othe Unit contents.
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In distance learning, the study units replace thigarsity lecture. This
is one of the great advantages of distance learniog;can read and
work through specially designed study materials at yawin pace, and
atatime and place that suits you best. Think of iteeding thdecture
instead of listening to lecturer. In the same wasturer might seyou
some reading to do, the study units tell you whennaclassexercises
your study provide for you to do at appropriptants.

Each of the study units follows a common formate Tinst item isan

introduction to the subject matter of the unit, dmv a particular unit
is integrated with the other units and the course agale. Next is a
set of learning objectives. These objectives let you kneihat you

shouldbe able to do. When you have finished the units, yatsthgo
backandcheck whether you have achieved the objectivegpufmake
a habitof doing this, you will scientifically improve your ences of
passinghe course.

The main body of the units guides you through thguired reading
from othersources.

Reading Section

Remember that your tutor’'s job is to help you. When needhelp
don’t hesitate to call and ask your tutor to pretd

1. Read this Course Guidkoroughly.

2. Organise a Study Schedule. Refer to the CoOnssrview for
more detailsNote the time you are expected to spend on each
unit and howthe assignments relate to the units. Whatever
method you choos® use, you should decide on and write in
your own date$or working on eachunit.

3. Once you have created your own study schedwesverything
you canto stick to it. The major reason that students fathigt
they get behindwith their Course work. If you get into
difficulties with your scheduleplease,let your Tutors know
before it is too late fohelp.

4. Turn on Unit I, and read the introduction ahd bbjectives for
the unit.
5. Assemble the study materials. Information abwiiat youneed

for unit is given in the “overview” at the begingiof eachunit.
You will almost always need both the study unit yate
working on and one of your set books on your desk at theesa
time.
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10.

COURSE GUIDE

Work through the unit. Itself has been arrang@drovide a
sequencdor you to follow. As you work through the unit you
will be instructed taeadsections from your set books or other
articles. Use the unit to guid®eur reading.

Review the objectives for each study unit to ficon that you
have achieved them. If you are not sure about any of the
objectives, reviewhe study materials or consult yoturtor.

When you have submitted an assignment to yator tfor
marking, donot wait for its return before starting on the next
unit. Keep to yourschedule When the assignment is returned,
pay particular attention to youutor's comments, both on the
tutor-marked assignment form and also on wisaivritten on
the assignment. Consult your tutors as soon asihp@s$ you
haveany questions goroblems.

After completing the last unit, review the tsmlI and prepare
yourselffor the final examination. Check that you have achid
the unit objectives (listed at the beginning of each unit)l ahe
courseobjectives (listed in the Courgguide).

TUTOR AND TUTORIALS

There are eight (8) hours of tutorials provided smpport of this
course.You willbe notified of the dates, times and locatiorfstitese
tutorials, togethewith thename and phone number of your tutor as
soon as you are allocatedutorial group.

Your tutor will mark and comment on your assignnseriteep a close
watchon your progress and on any difficulties you mightounterHe
will also provide assistance to you during the seuryou musimnail
your tutor-marked assignments to your tutor wellobe thedue date
(at least two working days are required). They Wwédlmarkedby your
tutors and returned to you as soorpassible.

Do not hesitate to contact your tutor on telephan@ail, ordiscuss
with him if you need help. The following might b&aumstancesn
which you would find helmecessary.

Contact your tutor if you:

e do not understand any part of the study unit or #ssigned
readings.

e have difficulty with the self-assessmeetgrcises.
e have a question or problems with an assignmeitit, ygur tutor’s
comments on any assignment or with the gradingnodissignment.

Xi
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You should try your best to attend the tutorial$isTis the only
chanceto have face-to-face contact with your tutor and to @sestions
which are answered instantly. You can raise any problem emievad
in the courseof your study. To gain the maximum benefit from =®l
tutorials,prepare a question list before attending them,wtluearn a
lot from participating in the discussiomstively.

SUMMARY

ISL822 intends to acquaint you with the sayingshef Prophet anthe
position of Islam on varieties of topics of imparta to the life ofa
Muslim. Upon completing this course, you will belalio read the
Arabic texts and the English translations of soamadith of Prophet
Muhammad, comment on them, list out some of thgoles learnfrom
the variousahadith and apply the lessons to your daltivities.

We wish yousuccess.

Xii
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MODULE 1

Unit 1 The Sayings of the Prophet Concerning WorA#airs -
Unit 2 IThe Sayings of the Prophet Concerning WorA#airs -
Unit 3 I':'he Sayings of the Prophet Concerning WorA#airs -
Unit 4 Ill\}lore Prophetic Sayings on Attitudes Commamong

Women

UNIT 1 THE SAYINGS OF THE PROPHET CONCERNING
WOMEN AFFAIRS - |

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 MainContent
3.1  Womenprivacy
3.2 Choosing a goodife
3.3 A Righteousvife
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor MarkedAssignment
7.0 Reference / Furth&eading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In ISL222: Advanced Study dfladith, you were taken through some
texts ofhadth that discussed various topics that were meant iegu
you aright in all youday-to-dayactivities as a Muslim. The Prophetic
traditions as contained iMrba‘mal Hadth of Imam an-Naviwi
formed the content of discussion in the study. Howe|SL822
which is the continuation of 1ISL222 will considesnse other various
Ahadith focusingvariety of topics that will educate you more on the
wisdom and leadership acumen Prophet Muhammad (peace be on
him) and his love for humanity, and at the satinge enhance your
interest in the religion dilam.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit you should be alie

. read the Arabic texts of all the hadith discussetheunit
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o explain what manner to be maintained while approach
womenapartment

o identify the implication of flouting the propheticautions on
enteringwomen apartment

o discuss the benefits derivable from observing tluaggions.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1  Caution on Entering into Women Apartment

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladlith

b6 L4l Agal

Translation
G g ol g S

The Apostle of Allah (may the blessing and peacé\tbdh be upon
him), says:“Beware of entering women’apartment” A man among
the Angr said: “Oh Apostle of Allah! What about a brother - in -
law?” He said: “The brother-in-law coulthusehis brother’'sdeath”

Commentary

Women are said to be “salt of the world”. This slsowow important
and relevantheyare when we consider their positions in the society
as good wives that bringomfort and succour to their husbands, as
good mothers and teachers of their children, asdtakeholders in
societal and nation-building. Prior to the adverit Islam, women,
especially in the Arabian culture, had no statuseylwere regarded as
persona non grata in the society. Rather than being part of
beneficiaries to inheritance asdows,they were regarded a part of the
properties to be inherited. A female chilisregarded a curse and a
source of ignominy for her noble father who woulcefpr to bury
alive to keeping her in his home. Women in thisiaibn had no
privacy andcould be misused at will byen.

At the advent of Islam, the nobility and dignity afomen became
restored. Women began to regain their glory. Killing of female
children was strongly condemneahidtraining of female children was
advocated. This is evident in the saying of Brephetthat training of
a female child is like training a nation. There wéegislations irthe

2
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Holy Quran guiding Muslims on how to respect theivacy of
women. Firstly,in Suratul Ahzabi.e. Q33:53, Allah instructed the
Companions of the Prophet tespectthe privacy of the Prophet’s
wives by not entering into the Prophetapartmentwithout his
permission. The verse continues: “And when you aSkhem (the
wives) any goods, ask of them from behind a curtain; thipurer
for your hearts andfor) their hearts”. A woman has no blame to dress
the way she likes in her private horaglong as she does not expect
intrusion of any outsider. It therefore behovesan§ suchoutsider to
seek permission before moving in. The Qur'an furtheplainsprime
periods when people are not expected to visit peiapartments of
women. Inverse58 of Suratu n-Nr i.e. Chapter 24, Allah directs:
“O you who believe! Letthosewhom your right hands posses and
those of you who have not attained to pubeasipermission of you
three times; before the Morning Prayer, and wheun pat off your
clothes at midday in summer, and after the prayénenightfall, these
are threetimesof privacy for you...” The three periods mentioned in
this verse are the periodshen women could be relaxing naked or
having funs with their husbands in theipartmentsAllah therefore
directs that whoever among men entering into otipeople’s
apartments should seek permission. Exception torthe goes only to
the verycloserelations of the women who as specified in Quran
33 verse 55 and Qur'a@4:3linclude: their fathers, their father-in-
laws, their brothers, their brother's soriseir sisters’ sons, their sons,
the sons of theihusbands.

It should be noted that this Islamic teaching stido¢ demonstrated
also at allsocial gatherings involving males and females. Islam does
not encourageunguided intermingling involving male and female
sexes as this may promote promiscuityhiesociety. Allah commands

in Suratul Isg’i i.e. Q17:32 that we should shdima i.e. adultery and
fornication because it is an indecency that leadsother evils.
Unguidedintermingling of male and female sexes and indisurate
intrusion into women privacy encourage Zina; and in Islam,
anything that leads to illegality is hyself illegal.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE I:

Memorize the Arabic Text and the English translatid the hadith on
women’s privacy.

3.2 Choosing a good wife

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladith

ralay 4l il a0 JE
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Translation

The Prophet (may the blessing and peace of Allabgm: him), says:
"People marry women because of four qualities [noticed in them];
wealth, noble descent, beaugnd religion. Achieve success by
choosing a religious woman, and you will ¢great."

Commentary

Various reasons by which people make their choafesife to marry

are enumeratedy the Prophet in the hadith stated above. Some men
are attracted by the beaudf women, some by the nobility of the
women’s family, some by the womenfimancial status, and some by
virtue of the women’s religious qualities. The Pmep then
recommended religious uprightness as the bestiontéor choosing a
good wife.Thefollowing reasons might be adduced from the Praphet
position:

1. One quality, for which people marry their wives ragntioned
in the hadith,is wealth. It is not strange that some women are
very wealthy and morsuccessfuln their professional callings.
There are men who look out for suelealthywomen to take as
wives; believing that they would be of immeng$eancial
assistance to them. When they cannot achieve wiesgt hope
for from the women, they become disappointed and start to
develop hatred in their wived\ politician is reported to have
said that “blessed are those who are withoyefor they shall
not be disappointed”. A man who marries his wifedese of
her wealth will suffer disappointment if the riches augally
crumble.

2. Noble descent is another quality mentioned he ®bove
hadith as aguality some men consider for choosing their wives.
What this means is that sonmeen give preference to high
social status of whoever will be their wives. Thigybe as a
reason of themselves belonging to the group ofrnihieles. In
somecases, a son of a Senator may not want to marrgpéxc
daughter ofanotherSenator or a daughter of a State Governor.
This kind of arrangement i£ommon in many societies.
However, many such marriages got broken becaudacéfof
compatibility of the duo or if the parental nohyliurnssore.

3. Beauty-based love may diminish or vanish asnsas the
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3.3

MODULE 1

beauty withers.The beauty of many women is not natural but
artificial. The use of make-upsnd attachments enhances
beauty in women. Any time such adornments tieen off,

the women lose their beauty. Even if the beautynasgural, it
may be destroyed by a disaster, either natural or through
human error. Ifthereforebeauty of such women is the quality
their husbands considered whilmarrying them, then the
marriage will suffer and may lead to eventuaiwarranted
divorce.

The fourth quality mentioned by the Prophet amidich he
recommendedisbeing the best to be considered while choosing
a wife is herreligious uprightness. A religious and God-
conscious woman will make a good wife,good mother, a
comfortable companion and a successful home buildiérher
actions will be guided by her religious principleShe will
submit herbeauty,her riches and her nobility to her husband.
On the other hand, if she mot beautiful, rich, or from the side
of the nobles, she will enjoy the love loér husband as long as
she keeps to the dictates of heligion.

A Righteous wife

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladlith

S SE W S Pe JEREK | g\ Sdee

radug Al dll a dll Jouy J8

SEe e tel &4

Translation

The Apostle of Allah (may the blessing and peacélidh be upon
him) says:"Life on earth is enjoyment and the best of the enjoyment
of life is a righteouswife".

Commentary

Furtherance to the recommendation of the Prophethenchoice of
a good wifeasdiscussed earlier in this unit, this prophetic sgyis
emphasising the relevanemdnecessity of having a good wife. In it,
we are made to realise that a man willjoygood life of this world
only if he has as a wifal-mar’atu as-Salihat i.e. thegoodwoman.
On the contrary, this life will be bitter and foundt worth living in if
one hasa bad woman as wife. An irreligious and Godless &wom
will not give her husbandrest of mind at home. She will not
respect her husband or take good carehisfproperty and children.
And this makes life meaningless to tmesband.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE I

Discuss with the aid of a prophetic hadith, whategarded to be the
best ofthe enjoyments of this worldliife.

Lessons derivable from this unit:

The following are some of the lessons that can édveld from our
discussions in thignit:

1. Women'’s privacy must be strictly observed ebsnher close
relations.

2. Islam accords great respecimomen.

3. Permission must be sought at some particulaiogef time

beforeenteringwomen’sapartment.
4. Religious quality is the best quality for chimgsa goodwife.
5. A righteous wife is the best of all enjoymeatdife.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Women are integral parts of men. The life of a nsanot complete
without the presence of a woman who shares his joys with hich an
gives him supports duringis adversities. A woman gives succour to
her husband, takes care of his home, rbashildren, and keeps his
company. Allah created a wife for Adam (AS) to sl these
purposes. It is in realisation of their importanaed the dignity of
their positionthat the Holy Prophet Muhammad taught humanity some
lessons concerning theasdiscussed in thignit.

5.0 SUMMARY

The first lesson in this unit discussed on respgcthe privacy of
women. Weare taught in it how to refrain from entering women’s
apartment in some certain perioflthe day and night until we take
due permission from them. In the other twassageswe discussed
the hadith of the Prophet teaching how best we cdaose a good
wife. The Prophet advised us to marry wife on the basither
religious uprightness amibtthe beauty, the wealth or parental descent
and by so doing we will enjoy good lifen earth while still hoping to
win the favour of Allah on the La8ay.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What are the three periods permission need$édo sought
before enteringnto women’sapartments?



ISL 822 MODULE 1

2. Briefly discussed the four qualities some meam abnsider
while choosing wiveso marry.
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UNIT 2 THE SAYINGS OF THE PROPHET CONCERNING
WOMEN AFFAIRS - I
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In unit 1, you were taken through some of the sggiof the Holy
ProphetMuhammadas regards matters of women. You will remember
that the prophet forbade a mamom entering into women’s apartment
without caution. We were also taught about thest quality to be
considered while choosing women to marry and tloata man to
enjoy the life of this world, he needs to choose a righte woman
for a wife. In thisunit, some other sayings of the Prophet on women
will equally be discussed. Oattentionwill be specifically focused on:
woman going out on a journey, taking good car@wfmothers, and
the need to take good carevatiows.

2.0 OBJECTIVES:
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o read the Arabic Texts and English translations h&f hadiths

discussed

. explain the rules guiding women going out ojo@ney.

. discuss some reasons why a child should give mibeaten to
his motherthananyoneelse

o examine why it is necessary to take care of widowsour
society.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Woman going on a Journey

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonsladlith

ralug 4l dil L g
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Translation

e Prophet (May the blessing and peace of Allah pp@nuhim), says:
"A womanshould not travel except in the company of her e&los
relation [who by lawcannotmarry her] and no man should enter
where she is except a close relation is with Beman then said: "Oh
the Apostle of Allah, | intend to go out with sodaso armywhile my
wife intends to perform holy pilgrimage". The Aplessaid: "Go out
with her."

In anotherhadith the Prophetays:

g o) @9 4 S At g A j;:-&:;::-"i-::f:::-‘ @9:;;5:?::--“ bm} (Tex @’J 5

Meaning: "It is not lawful for a woman who believas Allah and
the Last Dayto travel a day's journey except with a close relation
(whom she cannot marry bgw)".

Commentary

Women are dignified set of human beings whose welfalam pays
much attentiorto. Islam forbids a believing woman from embarking
on a journey withoutbeing accompanied by a close relation. Two
reasons may be adduced to this. The firdoiher security while the
other is to preserve her dignity and chastity. Afiappensin many
societies nowadays when married women go out oméss trips, or
for political meetings without the permission of théusbands, it is
unlawful for any woman who believes in Allah and hopes to meet
with Him on the Last Day toenderaccount of her stewardship, to
embark on a journey or go out of her husbanusisewithout his
permission. In the first hadith in this unit, a Quamion was directed
by the Prophet to accompany his wife on hajj trip eatthan going out

to fight war in defence of Islam. This shows how dangerous and
grievous it is for a woman to gout all alone without being
accompanied by Blaharami.e. one, besides her husbamdo cannot

10
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marry her by law. If a woman goes out alone, shg e subjectedo
unnecessary suspicion or risk of being harassetlidigus elements.
Human mindis weak and easily capitulates to suspicion. The Holy
Prophet was once discussimgth one of his wives in the dark and one
of his Companions was passing by. TReophetcalled on him to
show him that it was his wife he was discussinghwéind nota
strange woman. This is to clear the evil thoughicivhdevil might
put in the heartof the companion. Commenting on this hadith,
Quadri (1995) opines that womewho are said to be the weaker sex,
could easily succumb to pressure framscrupulousdulterous men if
they are noprotected.

3.2  Caring for Mothers
Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonsiadlith

P daual) (g ) (3 Gl Jgua) 2y I
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Translation

A man asked the Apostle of Allah (may the blessargl peace of
Allah be uponhim): "With whom should | maintain good friendship?"
He replied: "your mother, theyour mother, then your mother and then
your father, then your kit ankin".

Commentary

Mothers are the drivers who safely drive their @fgh to the world.
They sufferpainsand discomfort throughout the period of pregnancy
up to the point of deliveryThey breast-feed their babies; carry them
all about until they are weaned. TQairanrecommends in verse 233
of Suratul Bagarahthat mothers should give suck tteeir children for
two whole years. The practice of feeding babieshwitimal milk is
against God’s arrangement and is now becoming etesah many
societies oftheworld. Mothers labour hard to provide children watth
the security needed for thetm survive. In addition, they assist fathers
in giving the children necessary educatiand training for them to
succeed in life. They show affection and are alwalyslertto assist
their children at any period of difficulty. No woed then that the
Prophetis reported to have paradoxically declared that thagise (of
the children) is undethe feet of the mothers. For the mothers to
suffer thus far on children, theyisserve maximum care and
reciprocal love. Hence, the Prophet asked the mumest in the
above hadith to maintain good relationship with hsther thrice
before coming tdnis father and then to otheelations.

11
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE |

Women should not embark on any journey withoutrtih@uharram
Explain.

3.3 Caring for Widows

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonsfalith
A o -‘,::-aﬁf::-f?ﬁ\ rE 5 Mﬂ Vgt Ué A laia S Q,Sj/jm?j:-«;:s-::aﬁﬁ‘ 2.

Translation

The Prophet (may the blessing and peace of Allahupen him),
says: "Whoevermakes an effort on behalf of a widow and needy is
like one who struggles in theauseof Allah or one who stands up at
night offering ritual prayexsalat) and fastduringtheday".

Commentary

This hadith is related to others that have eaftieen discussed. It
emphasizes theeedfor women to be properly taken care of, but this
time the widows. Widows arthosemarried women who have lost
their husbands to death. This set of people is dikeuse without a
roof. Their lost husbands are their lovers and sgpgbread-winners.

In verse 34 oSuratun-Nigi i.e Qur'an chapter 4, Alladeclares:

° - 1
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Meaning: Men are the protectors and maintainersyahen, because
Allah hasmadeone of them to excel the other, and because theydsp
(to support them) frontheir means.

Widows form a part of the society. It is incumbemt other members
of the societyto be compassionate with them and give them all the
necessary supports neededbtadge the gap which the death of their
husbands might havaeated.

In a relatedhadith narrated by Sahl bin Sa‘ad and related laym
Al-Bukhari in his

Salih, the Prophesaid:

“l and the person who looks after an orphan andiges for him, will
be inParadisdike

this, (putting his index and middle fingdmyether)”.

12
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Also in anothehadith narrated by Abu Hurairah also related byaiim
Al-Bukhari, the

Prophet alssaid:

“The one who looks after a widow or a poor persenlike a
Mujahid (fighter) who fights for Allah’s Cause, or like him who
performs prayers all the night and faatkthe

day.”

It is disheartening to hear all sorts of humiliatizvhich widows are
subjected toin many societies in the name of culture. All cultural
practices that would makevadow to suffer in one way or the other is
un-Islamic. Widows are to be given their dpetion of the property
left behind by their husbands as contained in Q4Qr2 noconditions
should they be maltreated by the family of theislands. Instead the
family shouldprotect them and show affection to them and a#isesh

in taking care oftheir children and property left behind for them by
their husbands.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE I

Why is it necessary that widows should be takere aa#r by other
members othe society?

Lessons derivable from the unit:

The following are some of the lessons that can édveld from our
discussions in thanit:

1. A woman must not go out of her husband’s honitout his
permission.

2. A woman on a journey must be accompanied Blharram

3. A child should accord more respect and careiganother than
anyoneelse.

4. Widows must be accepted as members of the tgoeied
should beproperlytaken careof.

5. All cultures that tend to subject innocent dedp hardship are
un-Islamic.

alug dde dil La 0
4.0 CONCLUSION
Islam places women in high position. It liberatesr from the yoke of

different dehumanising cultures. It posits that a lot of pesi
development can be achieved environment where dignity and

13
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security of women folk are guaranteed.sAcietywhere women are
not properly taken care of and are subjected tsiphland economic

insecurity is bound to be chaotic. It is therefdgy-bound orevery

member of a particular society to ensure that tleédfare of this all-

important grougs given serious attention dieserves.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, topics relating to women going out anjourney, the
need forchildrenshow more affection to their mothers and the need
for widows to be well taken caref, are our focus. We have been
enlightened on the rationale behind Islam’s oppmsito women
traveling without aMuharram which is basically to secure them and
exoneratethem from charge of indecency. We also learnt froam
discussion in the unit theeedfor children to give more attention to
their mothers and also that membersthe society should take good
care of thewidows.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Pick any two of the hadiths discussed in this ani write short notes
onthem.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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UNIT 3 THE SAYINGS OF THE PROPHET CONCERNING
WOMEN AFFAIRS - Il

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 MainContent
3.1  Caution on Love for Life and/omen
3.2  Welfare of Servants @&mployees

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 Tutor-MarkedAssignment

7.0 References/Furth®eading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In unit 2 above, you were taken through some sayiofy Prophet
Muhammadasthey concern the general well-being of women. Issue
relating to: rules guidingrgomenwhen going on journeys, relationship
of children with their mothers, and taking cafavidows in the society
were all discussed. In this unit 3, we shall becuksing more
prophetic sayings as they directly concern womenooe hand, and
indirectly affectthe society at large on the otheand.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atde

o read the Arabic texts and the English translatiohthe all the
hadithstudied

o explain why it is necessary to eschew too much fovdife and
women

. list out and explain some benefits derivable frdma virtue of
kindness.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Caution on love for life and women

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonsiadlith

16
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Translation

The Apostle of Allah, (may the blessing and pedc@kah be upon
him) says:"Surely life is an ever-green enjoyment. Allah hmade
you vicegerent on theearthand He is watching how you will
behave; so beware of this world and bewafewomen. The first
trial of the Israelites was women".

Commentary

Islam as a complete way of life does not preventsivus from
sharing inthe enjoyments of life. Allah said i&zratul Qasasi.e. Q28
verse/7:

_._k,y::jgjj::-ﬁ\ oodl ad S3o0 YD S8Rk A3 A A ¢ Wh 8 i Sl
Meaning: “But seek, with that (wealth) which Alldtas bestowed on
you, the homeof the Hereafter, and forget not your portion of lawfu
enjoyment in thisvorld...”

Man is the vicegerent of Allah on earth. Allah ha®ated all the
beautiful thingsof the world for the use of man. No wonder then that
man, even at old age, would ro¢ happy to leave this life. He would
be sad if the day he would die is announcetite. What is important
however is for man to make good use of the pleasarthings
Allah has put in place for him. Prominent among teod things
which Allah madefor man is beautiful women. This is attested to by
Allah as He declared iSuratul Al- Imrani.e. Q3:14thus:

; g7 @ A5¥: ) o b-::f:‘b-:f::-.fﬁi:z- o) J,}al -::f:::-:if:::--:::?::S[g-::f::-af::--::f:::-.,t o
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Meaning: Beautified for men is the love of thingpey covet; women,
children, much of gold and silver (wealth), branded beautiful fess
cattle and well-tilled land. This the pleasure of the present world’s
life; but Allah has the excellent retuifParadisevith flowing rivers)
with Him.

A large number of men perpetrate evil on earthatiisty their women
lovers. Many people engage in crimes such as: fraud, embezztenfien
public money,armedrobbery, money laundering, oil pipe vandalism,
and so on, only to impresgomen.

17
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In this hadith under review, the Prophet advises moelearn from the
history of the Israelites whose first trial came as a result @frtlioo
much love for life andvomen.He cautions that though all good things
are created by Allah for men’s pleasaed satisfaction, full attention
should not be paid to them in other not to swertfe tbe path of
Allah and thereby lose the everlasting pleasureadly prepared for
man inthe Hereatfter.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE |
1. Read the Arabic text of the first hadith disads thisunit.
2. Why did the Prophet call for caution on worltifg andwomen?

3.2: Welfare of Servants or Employees
Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonsiadlith

2
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Translation

The Messenger of Allah (may the blessing and pe&ddlah be upon
him), says:"Surely, your servants are your brothers whom Allah
places under yourauthority. Whoever has his brother under his
authority let him feed him from what he eatst him clothe him
from what he wears. Do not overburden them beydwir tapacity,
and if they are overburdened, then, agkism".

Commentary

The message of the above hadith is applicable tb thee male and
the female.lt addresses some people who employ other people to
work for them. What icommonin some societies is that some of the
so-called employers maltreat their employegsdeny them their
rights after having served them diligently. Femaitaids areoften
abused sexually by their masters and many who gbaos are
equally subjectedto untold maltreatment. Islam is not against
engagement of other people’s services ibdtowns at usurping the
rights of employees or denying them what is duth&mn.The Prophet

is reported to have said that servants or emplogeesild be given
theirduesbefore their sweat dries off. In this hadith, threghet made

it clear that thoseve employ are human beings like us only that we
are fortunate to have been placabbove them. They should be
considered our brothers and sisters and shouldbwatburderthem

18



ISL 822 MODULE 1

with any task or assignment. We should equally reber to give
them all necessary things that would make them comfortaldiidew
serving us such; a®od, shelter and security. This hadith also goes
for those in position of authority both a&he public and private
sectors. Salaries and allowances of their staffeuost promptlybe
paid. Contractors must be well paid for contractdl wxecuted. The
idea of beingcarefree about those who are subordinate to us is not
welcomed byslam.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE I

How do you think the hadith discussed in 3.2 abaffects the women
folk?

Lessons derivable from the unit:

The following are some of the lessons that can édveld from our
discussions in thianit:

1. Man is Allah’s vicegerent on earth and shouddrbady to give
account ohis stewardship.

2. Enjoyments of this world which include love fdweautiful
women areall temporary and therefore should not be given
priority.

3. Believers are not prevented from seeking fautiéul things of
the world but should use whatever he acquires well to please
Allah.

4. Leaders must give fair treatment to the follmvbecause they
are allequalbeforeAllah.

5. Masters and employers of labour must see teivants and

employees asheir brothers and sisters and thereby treat them
well and give them thenlues.

4.0 CONCLUSION

As vicegerents of Allah on earth, man is expectedivie his life in
accordancavith Allah’s dictates. Man should always set for himself
target which is winninghe pleasure of his Creator. He should try as
much as possible to do away withosethings that could impede his
achievement. Such things are beautiful things eftarld that serve as
detractors. They include the love for riches, wonam misuse of
powerand position. Though Islam does not oppose stritingchieve
beautiful things othis world, it however cautions that they should not
be given priority abovdllah.
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5.0 SUMMARY

Our focus in this unit has been on the Prophetislance on how to
be moderaten our quest for enjoyment of this world. Those bdauti
things of this world likeriches,women and position should be taken
not as our primary concern but a@econdary.Craze for money,
women or men as the case may be, power and positisst notbe
encouraged. Anyone blessed with any of these wpotlings should
not beoverjoyous and should not misuse it at the detrimerdtioérs.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Quoting relevant prophetic saying, discuss whatukhobe the
relationship betweeanemployer and hismployee.
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UNIT 4 MORE PROPHETIC SAYINGS ON ATTITUDES
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1.0 INTRODUCTION:

In continuation of our previous discussions on womghis unit
will be looking at some of the attitudes that are prevalent among our
women in different societieSuchattitudes as loose tongue, gossiping
and keeping malice are very commamongwomen. We shall be
discussing these attitudes in relation to theea# on thegeneralwell-
being of thesociety.

2.0 OBJECTIVES:

By the end of this unit, you should be atde

. read the Arabic text of the hadith discussed inuthié¢

o highlight some of the bad attitudes prevalent esfigcamong
women

. explain some of the effects which such bad attsudeuld
have on the lifeof the people in theociety

o suggest ways by which such bad attitudes could Ue om
check.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Guiding One’s Tongue

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonsiadlith

i e M PEIESWE uA:k S0 dS
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Translation

The Prophet (may the blessing and peace of Allahupen him),
says: "Certainlya man shall speak a word that will be pleasing to
Allah. Due to such speech, Allaill exalt his position. On the other
hand, a man shall speak a word that will anAbdgh, and due to such
speech, he will land ihell-fire".

Commentary

Tongue is paradoxically said to be the sweetestaritie same time
the bitteresfleshin human body. This is because it can cause fortune
if it is guided and at theametime it can cause misfortune if it is let
loose. Many people have landed in troubleaassult of careless use
of their tongue. The Prophet is also reported teehsaid thata true
Muslim is he whose brother is saved from evil thahy emanate
from his handand his tongue. It is important that one keeps lwatc
of whatever comes out dfis mouth. What we say is said to be like
an egg which when scatters canbetreassembled. According to this
hadith, good words such as recitation of tQer’an, chanting the
glorification of Allah, seeking for Allah’s forgiveess, calling peopl®
righteousness and forbidding people from doing, emié examples of
beautiful speeches that attract rewards from Allah and atstrme
time promote man’sposition in the society. On the other hand,
backbiting, slander, lie, gossiping, falséatnessesand cursing, are
examples of evil speeches that cause disgrace to and leadto
incurring Allah’s annoyance anarath.

Lessons derivable from the hadith

The following lessons are derivable from tredith:

1. Keeping watch of what we say is vémportant.

2. Using one’s tongue in the right way pleasesallland
attracts goodewardsfrom Him.

3. Using one’s tongue to say wrong things dismsaallah and
leads onento problems.

4. One who is known for good use of his tonguéighly rated

and respectedn the society while those who are careless of
their tongue often lose thedtignity amongmen.

5. The Prophet as the best guidance for humahibyvs concerns
aboutour success on earth and in the hereafter by guidingnus
the best way to useachpart of ourbody.
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3.2 Gossiping

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonsiadlith

ralay 4l il a0 JE

Translation

The Prophet (may the blessing and peace of Allabdmn him), says:
"A  woman should not bring news about another woman to her
husband in a [vivid] way as if e looking ather".

Commentary

Gossiping is the act of informally talking abouhet people’s private
lives that may be unkind or not true. It is one bad character that
common especially amongomen. Many people derive fond and
pleasure in discussing other person’s affair inay that may not be

pleasant to the person beidigcussed.

In anotherhadith related by Bukhri as narrated by Ab Hurairah,
Allah’s Messenger

(P.B.O.H.)said:

“Beware of suspicion, for suspicion is the worstfaise tales; and do
not lookfor other’s faults, and do not do spying on one anothed do
not practiseNajashanddo not be jealous of one another and do not
hate one another, and do not degstbptalking to) one another. And
O Allah’s worshippers! Bérothers”

These prophetic sayings corroborate the messad&ratul Hujarat
i.e.Q49:11-12which goeghus:
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Meaning: “O you who believe! Let not a group scaff another
group; it may bethatthe latter are better than the former. Nor let
(some) women scoff at other womeih,may be that the latter are
better than the former. Nor defame one another, insult one
another by nicknames. How bad is it to insult onkisther after
having Faith[i.e. to call your Muslim brother (a faithful believed:

“O sinner” or “O wicked”. And whosoever does notpeat, then
such areindeed

Zalimzn (wrong — doersetc).”

“O you who believe! Avoid much suspicion; indeedme suspicions
are sins. Andpy not, neither backbite one another. Would one of you
like to eat the flesh of hideadbrother? You would hate it (so hate
backbiting). And fear Allah. Verily, Allah igthe One Who forgives
and accepts repentance, Mvirciful.”

The contents of the Qur'anic passages above elabpraxplain some
charactersassociated with gossiping as being practised anmumgan
beings. Such practicess scoffing, defamation, insult, suspicion, and
backbiting, are described hees condemnable acts which must be
abhorred by believers. Because these actsname prominent among
women folk, Allah, after having addressed believergeneral,goes
further to specifically call upon women not to eggain them as
evident inverseeleven of chapter forty-nine quotatiove.

The rationale behind condemning these practices pgevent evils that
are associatedwith them. Scoffing of a group at another is
condemned because it may be tttegroup being scoffed at is better
in the sight of Allah, the all Knowing. Backbiting likened to eating
the flesh of one’s brother and this should be dabds to anynormal
humanbeing.

By this prophetic hadith supported by the Qurapassages quoted,
those whaliscusgheir fellows at places of work, at markets, atosdh
and of course at any othplaces should desist and repent or else they
would be counted among the wrong-doéfhenlessons in the hadith
and the Quranic passages are strictly adherethére will be peace,
love, harmony and tranquillity in treociety.
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3.3 Keeping Malice

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonsladlith
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Translation

The Prophet (may the blessing and peace of Allatvile him), says:
"It is not lawful for a Muslim to isolate his Muslim brother for more
than three days whereby theo of them meet each other on the way,
each person will turn away from the othdihe one who starts to
greet the other is the betteerson.”

Commentary

Human beings are social animals who are createlivéotogether.
Although theyarecreated from one single soul (Q4:1), they are made
into different nations and racef®r purpose of easy identification
(Q49:13). In the course of living together, there bound to be
misunderstanding and conflict. This is not strarsgeall. What is
important isthat whenever misunderstanding occurs, steps should be
taken to get itresolvedimmediately. Muslims are brothers to one
another and they are expected to stigrift among them amicably
(Q49:10). The Prophet in this topic advised tWatslims should not
keep malice and that any misunderstanding shoulcebelved within
threedays. He encouraged each of the warring factiorgetthe first to
make movetowardsgetting the misunderstanding resolved as such is
the best acceptable Adlah.

L esons derivable from the abovedisassion:

The following lessons can be derived from the Heditiscussed
above:

Gossiping is a condemnable actsiam.

Scoffing, defamation, insult, suspicion, ancHKiating are all
associatedvith gossiping.

The person being gossiped may be better treagotssipers.
Backbiting is like eating one’s brothefiesh.

Women are the most susceptiblgossiping.

Avoidance of gossiping, scoffing, defamationsult, cursing,
suspicion, and backbiting will promote love, peace, harmony
and development ithe society.

N =
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7. People fond of these bad attitudes should tejpeavertAllah’s
punishments.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Many people’s lives have been destroyed as a resulie effects of
one or moreof those socials vices discussed in this unit. Many
people are active perpetrators tbe acts while many are innocent
victims who are at the receiving end. A numbsErwomen have
lost their matrimonial homes as a result of theiose tongues.
Many have put themselves or their colleagues into t®ubrough
gossiping anduspicion.Engagement in this type of attitudes will not
bring peace and love which evesgcietyneeds for it to develop. This
is the reason why such attitudes are condemnésiam.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has presented to us the teachings oPtiophet about evils
and dangershatare associated with acts of gossip, defamationltins
suspicion, backbitingkeepingmalice, etc. We are made to know that
they have negative effects on the livestlod people and the society
where they are rampant. Relevant Quranic passageese also
considered in our discussion and people indulgesuoh acts were
advised to givehemup repent for them to have the favourAdiah.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Choose two of the attitudes discussed in this wsg relevant hadith
of the Prophetand Qur’anic passages to expl#iem.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In Module 1, our focus was on the sayings of thé Herophet as
they directly concern women in the society. Such topics as canogr
women’s privacychildren’scare for mothers, care for the widows,
rules on women’s journey, cauti@gainstgossip, backbiting, insult,
scoffing and so on were discussed. In this unit,siwall be looking at
some sayings of the Prophet concerning man’'s ecan@ativities.
Studentsare advised to get prepared for what to be discuabeut this
very important aspedcf humanlife.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atide

o read the Arabic texts of all the hadittiscussed

o explain what the Prophet taught as being the resdltiv of a
person

o list out and then explain some of the etiquettesoasated
with businessastaught by thd’rophet

o explain why it is necessary for a trader to be kivile going
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about histrading activities
. summarise the lessons derivable from the discusdimm the
unit.

3.0 MAIN CONTENTS
3.1 The Real Wealth

Text, Translation, Commentary and adli

th
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Translation

The Prophet (may the blessing and peace of Allahupen him),
says: "Whoamongyou prefers the wealth of his heirs to his own
personal wealth?" They repliedOh Apostle of Allah, none of us
prefers another man's wealth to his own". Bad: "Certainly his
(real) wealth is what he spends; while what he ydelapending
belongsto hisheirs".

Commentary

This hadith of the Prophet teaches the fact thhtwdlat man is
struggling toacquirebelongs to other people at his death except what
he spends for himself and wha spends as charity. It is a known but
bitter truth that at death, a man leaves belhimdall he has toiled and
laboured for in life and face the rigour of giviagcount otis sojourn

on earth. Then all the houses, cars, wives and rsowhich he
covetedmostwill become other peopleigroperty.

In a related hadith, the holy Prophet was repaoidetavesaid:

e
i H
Meaning: "A man says: 'My wealth' 'My wealth' Inaligy his portion

of his wealthare three things: what he eats and exhausts, what he
wears and is worn out, and what gives out with pleasure. Anything
other than these (three), he will leave it behmdothers [toinherit]".

In theseahadith, the Prophet is asking if anyone will prefer keepi
and safeguardinghe wealth of other people (his heirs) at the espen
of his own wealth. Accordingo him, man’s real wealth is what he
expends for himself and what he puts fortheamrmsof Sadagah(alms)

28



ISL 822 MODULE 2

which he gives out sincerely with the hope of gettieward foiit only
from Allah.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE |

Practise the writing of the Arabic text of the abdnadith.
3.2 Business Etiquette

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonsiadlith.

Translation
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The Apostle of Allah (may the blessing and peaceéAltdh be upon
him), says:“The seller and the buyer have a choice, as long as they
have not parted ways. If thegre both faithful and plain, their
business will be blessed. But if they conceal fgsifrom each other]

and tell lies, the blessing of their business hakeffaced”.

Commentary

Buying and selling these days have been charaetemsth lying and
fraud. Boththe sellers and the buyers adopt one method or the othe
to cheat. Sellers engage actssuch as reduction in measure or scale,
hiding the defects on merchandise, giviatse oath etc; while buyers
take excess measurement, renege on agreement wkiexy bn credit

and also falsely swear, even by God, not to hawugm money at
hand topayfor goods.

Islam advocates transparency in business trangsadsisues relating to
this are mentioned in several portions of the Qur'an. Foaregle, in
relation to reductionin measure and scale, Allah says Saratul
Muraffifin:

“Woe to Al-Muraffifain (those who give less in measure and weight).
Those whowhenthey have to receive by measure from men, demand
full measure, and when thdyaveto give by measure or weight to
(other) men, give less thalue.”

According to the hadith above, the only way to reedhe blessing

of Allah on business transaction is for both the seller andother to
be transparent and lsencereto each other. Buyers should not engage
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in any prank in other to have excessiy@nsbecause doing so may
amount to mortgaging the blessing of Allah whiclagreater reward.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE I

ldentify some of the wrong practices common amamgldrs in your
neighbourhood.

3.3 Embezzlement
Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonsiadith.

el e 1 e Al Jomy JB
Goleds 72 4 B §g MH‘}J J;lé e

e ij:‘dii‘:‘ & Ll é:::- e ST
, & i uv::f#:fj::- G b CJI?I::- “
Translation

The Prophet (may the blessing and peace of Allabpgme him), says:
"Whoevertakesan oath falsely in order to take possession oflerot
man's property, will meeAllah [on the Day of Judgment] in a state of
displeasure withnim".

Commentary

Taking oath of office, especially by political af& holders who are
entrustedwith public fund and property to administer, is a common
phenomenon in mangocieties.At the end of such oath comes the
statement “So help me God” whicgupposedlypresents the oath-taker
as one who is conscious of God and who will alwpys God first
while carrying out his assignments. The oath isidadly meant to
serve asacheck whenever the office holder is being temptedards
wrong doing. Butwhatcomes to play after taking the oath is siphoning
and embezzling of public funathich amounts to betrayal of people’s
trust. Many people also indulge in taking falsehaatother to wrongly
claim other people’s property. This act is totattgpndemnablein
Islam. As expressed in the hadith of the Prophetvabthose who
partake insuchwrong doing will meet the wrath of Allah on the Day
of Judgement.
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Lessons derivable from the unit

The following are some of the lessons derivablenftbe discussions in
theunit:

1. What one spends for himself and what he spemdsharity
constitute higeal wealth.

2. All other properties acquired by man apart fratmat he spends
by himselfareother people’svealth.

3. Faithfulness in business transaction guaranidlel’s blessing
on thebusiness.

4. Lying and insincerity in business effaces tles&ing of Allah in
suchbusiness.

5. Whoever embezzles other people’s property urdkse oath

will meetthewrath of Allah on the Day afudgement.
4.0 CONCLUSION

All that man does in life has effect on the socigtgin lives in. The
effect mayeitherbe positive or negative. What is important is for
man to recognise his status asepresentative of his Creator on the
earth and thereby do things in readinémsaccountability when he
comes face-to-face with God on the Day of JudgemHEnmt has been
the import of all the hadith discussed in tarst.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have been able to learn that dhbt portion of our
wealth that we spend by ourselves belongs to us while all other
property we pile up are not for bsitfor otherpeople.

We equally learn that we can attain Allah’s blegsim our business if
only wearesincere and faithful. We close the lesson withttadith of
the Prophet which taughtis the recompense for cheating and
embezzlement of other peoplggsoperty.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. With the aid of any prophetic saying, what he fposition of
Islam onkeeping properties?

2. Many people embezzle public fund despite havaigng oath
by God,how will you advise such people using relevant sayings
of theProphet?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

What we shall be discussing in this unit is a comtion of our
discussion in théastunit. The Prophet of Islam, who was raised as a
mercy to all, gave so mamerbalinstructions and teachings for the
people of the world so that they might leaveeacewith one another.
Our attention in this unit therefore, shall be diesl towardsthe
sayings of the Prophet on: dignity of self-empowentn eating from
one’s handiwork,and payment of loan. It is expected that you will
benefit a lot from all that waregoing to discussere.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atde

read the Arabic texts of all the haddiscussed.
explain what is meant by sedimpowerment.

discuss what are the benefits in eating from ose'sat
examine the teaching of the Prophet on paymeldaof.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Dignity of Self-Empowerment

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonsiadlith.
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Translation

The Prophet (may the blessing and peace of Allabgmn him), says:

"If one of you takes a rope [goes to a bush] and comes back with a
bunch of fire-wood on hidback, sells it and have his problem thus
solved by Allah is better for him rather thheggingpeople for alms
whether or not they giveim."

Commentary

Begging for a living has been chosen by many asegitimate
profession. Beggars, ranging from those who are physically
challenged to those without any challengeall, are found in all the
nooks and crannies of our societies. Some everbgatasa begging
crew while some adopt different gimmicks to get eyprirom donors.

It is sadto note that majority of those who engage in tltsappear to
be Muslims. Thismakesit appear as if Islam encourages begging.
This is not true of Islam. Althougthe religion does not condemn
begging outright if it is the last resort, it hoveedoesnot encourage it
either.

In the above hadith, the Prophet is establishireggbsition of Islam
that it is betterfor a man to embark on a job however stressful and
hard it may be, in order that hmay have his living out of the
proceed therein, than to ask people for almsariothertradition, he
declared that “the upper hand (the hand that giwedetter than the
lower hand (the hand that receives)” which means thas ibetter
for a man to striveandempower himself to be in a position of giving
out alms rather than beerbaggarGetting a legitimate work to do, not
minding the rigour and hardship involved isway of contributing
one’s quota to the growth and development of tleeesyp On theother
hand, indolence and laziness never contributes hargt to the
economic growth ofa nation while dependence on other people to
live reduces the honour and reputatafiiman.

3.2 Eating Out of One’s Sweat

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonsliadlith.
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Translation

The Apostle of Allah (may the blessing and peacé\lidh be upon
him), says:"No one eats better food than one who eats from his own
sweat. Indeed, a prophet Aflah Dawud, (peace be on him) used to
eat from hisweat."

Commentary

This hadith is corroborating what we discussedhm last hadith. It is
to establishthe fact that there is dignity in self-empowerment. The
Prophet here uses the exampé Prophet Dawud who fed his
household and attended to his needs from the pisceé his
handiwork. Not minding his status as a prophet ol GDawud was a
renownedblacksmith who worked on steel. I&iratul Ambiyiii.e.
Q21:79-80 Allah says!...And We subjected the mountains and the
birds to glorify our praises along witBawud.And it was we who
were the doer (of all things). And we taught hire thakingof metal
coats of mail (for battles), to protect you in ydighting...”

Apart from Prophet Dawud, many other Prophets d&alAlengaged in
one legitimate business or the other. Some were traders while some
were shepherds. There wasrecord of any Prophet of Allah begging
for living. Therefore, if highly placedoeoplelike the Prophets of
Allah could live from the proceeds of their handiwothere isno
justification for any man to take begging as a earexcept if
demanded byecessity.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE |

Using relevant hadith of the Prophet, how will y@orrect the
misconceptiorthatIslam encouragelsegging?

3.3 Loan repayment
Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonsiadlith.
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Translation

The Apostle of Allah, (may the blessing and peat@lah be upon
him), says:"The delay in paying debt by a wealthy marmpgpression”.
In another relatetiaditithe Prophesays:
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Meaning: "Whoever receives money from people wité intention of
paying it back,Allah will facilitate its payment for him. And wheer
receives it with the intentioof ruining it, Allah will ruin him".

Commentary

The subject matter of the two hadiths above isailire to pay back
one’sindebtedness. It is a common phenomenon that peeplege
on their promisesvhenit comes to repayment of debts they owe or
loans taken either from banks iom individuals. This amounts to
breach of trust which their benefactors havethem.When people
are in financial difficulties, they easily run tegple to take loan with
the promise of paying it back at an agreed period Hter aaking
care of theirproblemsthey forget to honour fulfil their promise. It also
goes for those who take food iterom credit from food vendors
promising to pay for it at an agreed time but rattltenpaying up
the money they continue to evade payment. The it of thisbad
attitude is mentioned i&zratul Yanusi.e. Q10:12 where Allah says:
“And when harmtouches man, he invokes us, lying on his side, or
sitting or standing. But wheiVe have removed his harm from him,
he passes on as if he had never invoked Ushésm that touched
him!..”

This attitude according to the Prophetzidmun or oppression which
he, in anotherhadith, said will put the oppressor in a state aiflt
darkness on the Day d@dludgementHowever if failure to pay back
one’s debt is as a result of incapability, Allarould find an easy
way for the debtor to pay it back but if it has bekliberate as evident
in the second hadith above, then it would lead toltos&n and
destruction of sucta debtor.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE I

Quoting relevant hadith of the Prophet, discusspibstion of Islam on
paymentof one’sdebt.

Lessons derivable from the unit

The following lessons are derivable from our distois in thisunit:
There is dignity for man in seléliance.

Islam does not encouragegging.

The giver of alms is better than tleeeiver.
Many Prophets of Allah earned their living fréhe proceeds of
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their handiworks.
5. Intentional failure to pay one’s debwbigpression.
6. Oppression leads to total darkness on the Ddyagement.

4.0 CONCLUSION

You can see that the topics of our discussiondhia tinit are very
germaneand relevant to what goes on in our contemporary si@set
Beggars nowconstitute nuisance in our societies. All efforts being
made by some governments to resdtiemhave yielded no fruits and
a lot of people misconceive that Islam encouragesto beg. More
so, the attitude of deliberate evasion of debt payms also common.
All these have been frowned at by Islam and this hes be focus
of our discussionn this unit and it is our belief that Students have
been more educated on the positadrislam onthem.

5.0 SUMMARY

This topic discussed the position of Islam on beggiand debt
repayment. It habeenmisconceived by many that Islam is in support
of begging which has been takéy some Muslims as a legitimate
profession. In this unit, the saying of the Propbklslam has made
it clear that it is better for man to live on theogeeds of whahe
laboured for rather than to beg others for sustemamhe Prophet had
also taught ughe need for prompt payment of debt to avoid being
thrown into total darkness on tibay of Judgement.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1. Islam is a religion that cherishes dignity effempowerment.
Discuss.

2. Use relevant hadith of the Prophet to estalish position of
Islamon payment ofdebt.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Thi is the last unit on the sayings of the Proptretsomeeconomy-
relatedpractices. In this unit, we shall be looking intlnee sayings of
the Prophet on howe relate with other members of our society. This
is to guide us on what is expectedusfas good citizens and rational
humanbeings.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atie

o read and translate the Arabic texts of all tfalith discussed in
theunit

o discuss on what is meant by gooeighbourliness

. explain the benefits derivable from beikigd

o summarise the lessons learnt from timé.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Good neighbourliness

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonsiadlith
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Translation

The Prophet (may the blessing and peace of Allabgme him), said:
"Angel Gabrielkept on speaking about good neighbourliness to me
to the extent that | thouglitewould make him his neighboureir".

Commentary

Good neighbourliness is to ensure the safety ajhb@urs from evils
that may emanate from somebody. It is the ability of a perdo
live well and safelywith people in his neighbourhood. It is one of the
features of a good Muslim. The Prophetreported to have declared
that a good Muslim is he whose neighbours are Baf@ evils that
might emanate from his hands and fromthisgue.

In a related hadith, the Proptsatys:

-
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Meaning: "I swear by Allah, he is not faithful! wear by Allah, he is
not faithful. I swear by Allah, he is not faithful'. Someone asked:
"Who is he, O Apostle ofllah?" He replied: "He whose neighbour is
not safe from hisnisdemeanour".

Many people are found to be wicked and terrifyingtheir attitudes
towards their neighbours. Some are known for trouble making,
burglary, thuggerygossip,backbiting, scoffing, character assassination
and such other anti-social vices. Alhese do not befit a good
neighbour. Prophet Muhammad was said to have womyrsaulsto
Islam through his good character and good neighin@ss. He had
beennicknamedAl-Amin (the Trustworthy one) by the people he lived
with before he becam&Prophet. Neighbours are not limited to only
people one is living with. It extend® those one works with in
offices or places of work, those one schools witiivelswith and even
transacts businesses with. All of them must hage agémind and feel
freeto live close to a gootuslim.

3.2 Being One’s Brother's Keeper
Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonsiadlith.
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Translation

The Apostle of Allah, (may the blessing and peat@lah be upon
him), says:"A Muslim is a brother to his fellow Muslim; he doestn
wrong him and does ndbrsakehim. Whoever works for the benefit
of his Muslim brother, Allah will work fothis own benefittoo".

Commentary

This hadith is stressing the necessity for Musliratilerhood. Qur’an
chapter 49verseslO establishes that (Muslim) believers are nothing
else but brothers; and sagood relationship must be maintained
among brothers. According to thiedith a Muslimis not expected to
wrong his fellow Muslim brother or forsake him ime of distresslt

is not expected of two Muslims to whisper convaosain the presence
of thethird because this may lead to suspicion which is a theethe
unity of the brothers. Thigs the teaching of Islam as exemplified by
the Prophet.

The principle of brotherhood in Islam wipes awal the differences
that exist between people, like lineage, wealth, and all otpealities
that people usdo distinguish themselves above one another. Islam
establishes the fact that alimanbeings are descendants of Adam. It
therefore directs that even at widuslims shouldnot kill the women
and children of their enemies except only those vaigearmsagainst
them. Islam recommends that a Muslim should vistdther brother
and by extension every other neighbour, when the lattesick. It is
also a duty for aMuslim to ensure security of lives and properties of
his neighbours while every effort madéaverting any danger from
the public environment is regarded to be a chdatalst. This is the
beauty of Islam irisplay.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE |
Memorise the hadiths in 3.1 and &kove.
3.3 Kindness

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonsiadlith.

Translation

adag Ak il a0 g
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The Prophet (may the blessing and peace of Allabpma® him),says:
"Certainly, if kindness is applied to an issue itl weautify it and if
it is takenawayfrom it, it will disfigure it".

Commentary

This hadith of the Prophet is teaching the imparégamf kindness.
Human beingsare social animals that live and interact with one
another. In the course of ointeraction,Allah expects that we should
be kind to one another so that our living togethall be peaceful.
Allah expects us to be accommodative, loving andinga This
behaviour was demonstrated by the Prophet himself, living and
dealing kindly with people andhis was appreciated by Allah as
shown in Q3:159 where Hsays:“And by the Mercy of Allah, you
dealt with them gently. And had you been sevamnd harsh-hearted,
they would have broken away from abguou...”

Our being kind should not be restricted to fellowrtan beings only
but to allothercreatures of Allah as He Himself is a kind God ® u
Some human beings aweastefulin nature. Rather than giving out
what they have in excess to their neesdyghboursthey throw them
away wastefully out of wickedness. This is forbiddia Islam. Itis
part of kindness to forgive whoever offends us,ghsture which Allah
describesn Q2:237 as being nearer to piety. It is also kindnes
highest order to pay baakvil with goodness. Reference to this can be
drawn from Q2:178. In another hadith the Prophet expresses the
importance of showing kindnesstiadingwhen hesays:

g S48 1v::jj/j::;1-::j/jj::19-::fj::v G ) \-::fj:';i-:;::v!_g-:fﬁ; g \:fj::v-::fj::-:ﬁ-::j/jj::v! e ate M\‘ﬁj O

Meaning: "May Allah have mercy on a man who is kimlden he sells,
when hebuysand when he settles hiebt."

The Prophet encourages the extension of our kirsdieeghe animal
folk as hepreventsMuslims from being cruel to animals. He curses
anyone who maltreats, or mainws,mutilates animals and advises that
we should ensure that we sharpen our knivesy well before
slaughtering our animals so that they would nofesufmuch before
their death.

Showing kindness to fellow beings will promote lpv@&rmony, peace
anddevelopment in theociety.
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3.4 Unity
Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladlith.

Translation

The Prophet (may the blessing and peace of Allabgmn him), says:
"Surely believers are like an edifice [in their unity] eagbart
strengthening the otherThe Prophet, (S.A.W) then inter-joined his
fingers [by way ofllustration].

Commentary

A common saying says: “United we stand and dividex fall”. This
statemenshowshow important it is for Muslims to unite with one
another. Islam as a religiaf reformation has many enemies who are
opposed to its reform agenda. Unity miirposeamong Muslims is
therefore required to be able to overcome theseniese It is absurd
for Muslims to fight one another rather than beumgted against their
commonfoes. Islam does not recognise any kind of divisiomong
Muslims be itracial, sectarian or territorial. Rather, it emphasizeg tha
our creation into races and natioissonly for the purpose of easy
identification Q49:13.

In anothermadiththe Prophesays:

Meaning: "The similitude of believers (in Allah) rerning their
friendly relations,showing human understanding for one another and
having mutual affection fooneanother is like the human body. When
a part of it complains, other parts of thedybreak down [in sympathy
with it] having sleeplessness and higimperature”.

He has als®aid:

.h_n. al.ad.a N s_s ‘u" @S’JA !@55
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Meaning: "None of you is a believer until he lovies his Muslim
brother whatheloves forhimself".

For the Prophet to have made all these relatedmstatts is emphasising
how important it is for Muslims to love one another atwd remain
united. They shouldeeevery member as an integral part of the whole
Ummahwhose joy or distress shoube of generalconcern.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE I

With relevant scriptural passages, discuss theipof Islam on unity
among Muslims.

Lessons derivable from the unit

Islam advocates goaakighbourliness.

A Muslim must be his brotherkeeper.

We must be kind to others as Allah is also \keng untous.
Kindness is not limited to being good to felldluman beings
but alsoothercreatures of Allah especialgnimals.

Muslims should unite to be able to face theommon
challenges.

PN PE
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4.0 CONCLUSION

The goal of Islam is to see that people in the evtivie a peaceful life;
a life devoid of rancour and suspicion. A fulfilling life based on
consciousness ofAllah as exemplified by our noble Prophet
Muhammad (S.A.W.) who remains thestexample for mankind. To
achieve this goal is the brain behind the Proph&tachingand
exhortations on good neighbourliness, brotherhokihdness, and
unity astaughtin thisunit.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit focused the relevance of good neighboeds, Muslim
brotherhood,unity, kindness and all other good virtues that would
make the life worth livingReferencesvere also made to some relevant
Quranic passages to corroborate what tephettaught in his
ahadith.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Considering the trend of insecurity in our contengpy societies, how

do thinkthe sayings of the Prophet on unity, kindness and lerbitod
would bring aboupositive changes?
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UNIT 4 MORE DISCUSSIONS ON THE SAYINGS OF THE
PROPHET II
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

You have learnt in the last unit some of the sayirgd Prophet
Muhammad onsome good virtues that are meant to be upheld by
Muslims. More of such teachings walsobe learnt in this unit. At
the end of our lesson, it is hoped that studentsildvtnave learnt
more things that would positively impart theues.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atde

o read and memorise the Arabic texts of all the Ihaddiscussed
in theunit

o explain the role which one’s intention plays in Bvaction

. discuss what the Prophet taught on éwlught

o examine the position of Islam on vying for lead@sfand

misuse opower.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Intention
Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonlsiatﬂlth
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Translation

The Messenger of Allah (May the blessing and peddslah be upon
him), says:"Actions shall be judged according to one's intamdi
while everybody shallobtain what he intends. Whoever emigrates
because of Allah and His Messendeis emigration shall be for Allah
and His Messenger. But whoever emigrates becatiserldly things
that he desires or because of a woman he intendsatoy, thenhis
emigration shall be for the purpose for which hd émigrated".

Commentary

This hadith is a popular one. It iBadith number one in the popular
arba‘ina |- ahadith compiled by An-Nawawi. It teaches the
importance of intention to whateveaction carried out by any
individual. Intention is said to be in the heart.i$ not anything
visible. Therefore, it is easy for man to embark ay action which
may appear tde good but whose intention may be bad. According to
this hadith, reward for suchdeedwill be given by Allah who sees
man’s heart and knows well why certain actisncarried out. This
hadith was declared by the Prophet shortly after tHeslims’
migration to Madinah. When report of warmth recepti and
hospitality receivedby the Muslim migrants from their hosts in
Madinah got to some people in Makkahey (the latter) decided to
also migrate to Madinah not for Allah’s sake butthithe intention
of benefitting from such warmth reception.

This became known tthe Prophet and thus he said thnadith to let
them know that Allah knows themissionand would reward them
accordingly. Intention for doing good deed should be for winning
Allah’s favour and not fopeopleto praise us. Many people feed the
poor; donate to mosques, and do many othewd things with the
intention that people should celebrate them. Téisat goodenough
because having been celebrated by people accowlitigeir intention
they haveforfeited their reward from Allah. Allah, when desaeng
those who will enjoythe pleasure He had arranged for the inmates of
His paradise, says i&iratul Insan i.e. Q76:8-9thus:

“And they give food, inspite of their love for ibi for the love of
Him), to theMiskin (the needy)the orphan, and the captive (Saying):
We feed you seekin@illah’s countenance only. We wish for no
reward, nor thanks fromou”.
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Allah also condemns showoff even in worsf@l07:4-7).
SELF-ASSESSMENT |

Memorise the Arabic text of the abokadith.

3.2  Evil Thoughts

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladlith.

Translation

L"u .\4!4_59 .‘Jg

The Prophet (may the blessing and peace of Allabhpgma him),says:
"Allah will disregard whatever evil-thought that ynaccur in the mind
of themembers of my community as long as they do notipon it or
speak itout".

Commentary

Man, as a human being, is never perfect. It istAldone that is not
fallible. As the Creator of man, Allah knows well all what man
harbours in his heart (Q50:16). Thasetendency for Satan to temp
man by suggesting evil thought into his mifdhe Prophets of Allah
also are not exempted from this satanic temptaf@?2:52). Itis left

to a Muslim as a pious servant of Allah to disrelgdue satanic thought
and uphold righteousness. This is the reason it is necessaryaf
Muslim to always seek refuga Allah always as He Himself directed
in Saratul A'araf i.e. Q7:200-201 where Hsays:

“And if an evil whisper comes to you frorBhaitin (Satan), then
seek refugewith Allah. Verily, He is All-Hearer, All-Knower. Verily
those who are al-Muttag (thepious), when an evil thought comes to
them fromShaitin (Satan), theyemembei(Allah), and (indeed) they
then sedright).”

In this hadith being discussed, the Prophet is giving bimmahthe
glad-tiding thatthey shall not be blame-worthy for such evil though
that comes to their heart dsng as they do not actualise it by
saying it all about or putting it into actiolllah’s decision not to
blame any member of tHémmahon such evil thought is as a resaoft
His mercies and love for thduslims.

48



ISL 822 MODULE 2

3.3 Vying for Leadership

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladlith.

Translation

The Prophet, (may the blessing and peace of Alakigon him) says:
"O 'Abdur- Rahman son of Samurah, do not request for appoimitme
to lead. If it is given tojou on request, you will be left with it. But if
you are appointed without requesting foryou will be assisted to
attain success in it. If you swear [to do somethiagd you discover
that something else is better than that, atongheroath, and do that
whichis better"

Commentary

Assuming the position of a leader is not a crimesiam. After all
Allah advisesMuslims not to forget their portion of the goodngs

of the world (Q28:77). Whais forbidden is desperation of people at
getting leadership at all costs. What we sealladtrata of the society
is craving for leadership. People go to any lenagHighting for one
position or the other even when they are not gedliffor such
position. Politicians, Civil Servants, Union members and the religious
leaders, all struggles twutplayothers in the game of leadership tussle.
In Islam, struggle for the position of dmam has been the bane of
unity among Muslims in various communities espégia@mongthe
Yoruba speaking people of Western Nigeria. Manyhdrio united
membersof various mosques have split into rival divisionsaaesult

of fight for leadershipPolitically, it is worrisome to see the structure
which political campaignsisually assume especially during elections.
Huge amount of money is expended on printoigposters, radio
jingles, and advertorials in the print media. Soengage in campaign
of calumny and character assassination just to erisatehey discredit
their opponents in a particular elective position. Durietection,
politically motivatedkillings, abductions and kidnapping are rampant.
Politicians hire thugs anelquipthem with arms to terrorise and harass
their opponents’ supporters while some retythe supports from their
godfathers to clinch the positions at @ists.
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However, the position of Islam on seeking for leatg is what
the abovehadith explains. The Prophet advises that a Muslim should
not be too desperate in askifay appointment to lead because if the
position is given as a result of thiesperationAllah will not assist
the person in running the affairs of the people dnd will
definitely lead to his failure. But on the othernda if someone has
been seen fit for position and he is given without him lobbying too
much for it, Allah will assist hinto achieve success in it. Enough as
example is the lifestyle of the Prophet and thok&isrightly guided
companions who at one time or the other becamestsauolypeople’s
choices. They were all successful at their times their legacies still
shine till today.Let us learn from what goes on around the world
today as kingdoms of thoseho clinch to political positions at all
costs are crumbling like edifice built of ashest loar Imams see
leadership asmmanah (trust) of Allah which is too heavy a thing to
lobbyfor at all costs. The other part of thadith above teaches us to
always atone fomnyoath we make in the name of Allah but which we
could not meet upvith.

SELF-ASSESSMENT II

"Allah will disregard whatever evil-thought that ynaccur in the mind
of themembers of my community as long as they do notipon it or
speak it out"Discussthis hadith

3.4 Oath-Taking

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladith.

é.s“,m d o 1S
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Translation

The Prophet (may the blessing and peace of Allahupen him),
says: "Whoever wishes to swear, let him swear by Allah, or kept
quiet".

Commentary
The latter part of the ladtadith discussed in this unit talked about
atonementfor unfulfilled oath. Islam is not against taking oabh

any issue when there is timeedbut such oath must not be by any
other thing, object or deity except BAImighty Allah. Before such
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an oath is taken, we must be sure that what we rttekeathaboutis
nothing but the truth or else we keep our moutht.sBwearing by
Allah on trivial issues should be avoided and discouraged. We must
not make an oath by Allabnsomething we are not sure of. The idea
of making oath especially by thgoliticians promising to carry out
certain activities which are beyond their limit mot acceptablein
Islam. Traders also should try to avoid swearinghm name of Allah
on what they know it is not true. According to the saying of the
Prophet as earlier discussefdsituation arises that make it extremely
impossible for us to make true our oath, tiiteshould be atoned. How
to atone for an oath has been spelt ou&iratul-Ma’idah of the holy
Qur’an which is Q5:89 which reatius:

“Allah will not punish you for what is unintentiohan your oaths, but
He will you for your deliberate oaths; for its expiationede ten
Masakin (needy persons), oascale of the average of that with which
you feed your own families, or clothe thesn manumit a slave. But
whosoever cannot afford (that), and then he shdafd for three
days. That is the expiation for the oaths when lyavesworn...”

According to this Quranic passage, three thingsvehabeen
recommended foexpiation for oaths. These are: feeding ten needy
persons, clothing ten needy persoasd fasting for three days. The
first two are preferred going by our understandifigthe passage
because only those who could not afford to meewith those two
are to choose the third option which is fasting for thosgys.

Lessons derivable from the unit

The following lessons could be derived from ourcdssions in this
unit:

1. That we should always have good intention whaerying out
any gooddeed.

2. That we should not be too desperate while agpirfor
leadershipositions.

3. That anyone who clinches into leadership pasitat all costs
may notbeassisted in it byllah.

4. That Muslims should be cautious of swearingAbgh always.

5 That any oath unfulfiled must be atorfed

4.0 CONCLUSION
As Muslims we must ensure that our intention foindoany good

thing should bdor serving Allah and looking for His favour. We must
avoid show off or doing goodeedwith the expectation that people
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should celebrate us or praise us. If that is gheposefor which we

do our things, then we may not have any reward sioch deed
from Allah. Muslims should also not be too anxious td glected or
appointed tdeadershipposition because this may lead them to failure.
Rather they should have faith Allah who enthrones and dethrones.
Whatever position He destines for man shall nmoss him. We as
Muslims should equally be cautious when we makensdiecause
suchoaths must be fulfilled or otherwise atorfed.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit you have been learned the sayingh®fRrophet on variety
of topics ranging from having good intention for doirtgings,
avoidance ofdesperationwhile aspiring for a position, to caution in
making oaths with the name Afiah.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

With the aid of relevant hadith of the Prophet &ir’anic passages,
discusghe position of Islam on contest for leaderspipsitions.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Quadri Y.A. (1995).The Sayings of the Prophet (S.A.Wjgbu-Ode:
Shebiotimo Publications.

Abdul, M.O.A. (1983).The Prophet of Islam (An Introduction to the
Studyof Hadith). Lagos: Islamic PublicationBureau.

Azami, M.M. (1977).Studies in Hadith Methodology and Literature
NP: American TrusPublication.

Ibn Hajr (1378 A.H.)Bulizgh al-Mamami min adillati-I ahlkem. Kano:
Mu’assisatu Rrul ‘Ulam.

Khan M.S.(trans.)(1974).Gardens of the Righteous (An English

translation of Riyad as-@lihin of Imam Nawwi). London:
Curzon Pressitd.

Muhammad Ali, (n.d.)A Manual of Hadith.Lahore: The Ahmadiyya
Anjumanlshat Islam.

Muhammad Azizullah (1973)Glimpses of the HadithPakistan: The
CrescenPublications.

(n.d.).Salth Buklari Dar al-Fikr

52



ISL 822 MODULE 2

(1978).Satith Muslim.Dar al-Fikr.

53



ISL 822 ADVANCED STUDY OF HADITH

UNIT 5 MORE DISCUSSIONS ON THE SAYINGS OF
THE PROPHET IlI

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 MainContent
3.1 Misuse oPower
3.2  Signs of &dypocrite
3.3 Divineprotection
3.4 Safeguarding Oneself frorell-Fire

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 Tutor-MarkedAssignment

7.0 References/Furth&eading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

We discussed in the last unit about some importapics which
included the standf Islam on seeking for appointment to leadership
positions. Here in this unit we shdde looking at some other related
topics using some of the sayings of Propfiehammadas ourguide.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atie

o read the Arabic texts of all the haddiscussed

. explain what the Prophet says on misuspawer

o mention the seven categories of people that wijbyemivine
protection orthe Day of Judgement.

o discuss how one can be safeguarded frteti-fire.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Misuse of Power
Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladlith

Translation
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The Prophet (may the blessing and peace of Allabdma him), says:
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"Surely, Allah will punish those who punish people [unjustly] on
earth".

Commentary

The significance of the abovkadith is to caution whoever is in
position of powerfrom misusing his power. A number of occasions
have arisen when innocermgeople are punished for offences they
knew nothing about. Many innocent people hals been punished
from the hands of unjust and corrupt Judges wheegoejudgement
having been induced with bribes. Suspects are as$umbe innocent
until they areproved guilty by competent law courts. This is o
case in many occasionas suspects are killed extra-judiciously. In
Saratul Hujarat i.e. Q49:6 Allahsays:

“O you who believe! If aFasiq (liar — evil person) comes to you with
any news,verify it, lest you should harm people in ignorance, and
afterwards you become regretfol what you havelone”.

This Quranic verse is calling on administratoreaders in offices,
rulers of communities, heads of schools, security agents arety
other person in a positiotm exercise caution in reacting to rumour or
pieces of information brought to thebefore apportioning blames.
Such information should be thoroughly investigatedascertainthe
true position of things so that suspects wouldb®punished unjustly
becausaloing that will attract Allah’s wrath and punishniesn such
office holders.

SELF-ASSESSMENT |

Memorise the Arabic text and the English transtatid thishadith
3.2  Signs of a Hypocrite

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladith.
Translation
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°

& J et Rl »ﬂ s -::;;::-.b;:;;::-k;::--::fl &oed) ej:::- :

°

The Prophet (may the blessing and peace of Allabgma him), says:
"The signs ofa hypocrite are three. Whenever he talks, he teds; li
whenever he promises, beeaksit, and whenever he is entrusted with
anything, he betray".

In another version of thikadith narrated by Abdullah bin Amr as
related bylmam Bukhari in his Sahih Vol. 1 No 33, the Prophetays:
“Whoever has the following four (characteristics)liwbe a pure
hypocrite and whoever has one of the following four characterssti
will have one characteristiaf hypocrisy unless and until he givesii:

Whenever he is entrusted, he betrays (prdiggsnest).
Whenever he speaks, he tellea

Whenever he makes a covenant, he proeasherous.
Whenever he quarrels, he behaves in a veryudgnt, evil and
insulting manner.”

PN PE

Commentary

Hypocrisy is a kind of behaviour in which somebquhgtends to have
moral standardsor opinions that they do not actually have. A
hypocrite Munafig) can be easily identified by the three signs
mentioned in thishadith namely: lying when healks, failing when
he promises, and betraying when entrusted. Accgrdn the other
version of thehadith other characteristic of a hypocrite is his
imprudentbehaviourwhenever he quarrels. It is difficult to ascertain
which side a hypocritbelongs.

In another relatetiadiththe Prophesays:

‘b\g \"‘9)&3 49 3 \J:g‘&uilg 53.“

Meaning: "The worst of men in the sight of Allah a¢me Day of
Resurrections someone with two faces (a hypocrite) who goes to a
group of people with one fa@ndgoes to another group with another
face."

A hypocrite cannot be predicted. What he does iwayd at
variance with whahesays. The most vulnerable group to hypocrisy
are the politicians who woulclways give empty promises during
electioneering campaigns and when they eventuwalhyelections they
betray the trust people have in them. Hypocritesaa dangerous as
serpent and should therefore be avoided by pioussliMa. In
Q4:142-143, Allahhasthis to say abouhem:
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“Verily, the hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, batis He Who
deceives themAnd when they stand up foks-Sadit (the prayer), they
stand with laziness and to be sedmmen, and they do not remember
Allah but little. (They are) swaying between ttaadthat, belonging
neither to these nor those...”

Hypocrisy is condemned in Islam and the punishnfentit is Hell-
fire. Although hypocrites are placed in the same category with non
believers whom Allathaspromised to put in the Fire of Hell (Q9:68),
hypocrites will suffer more punishmeras they will be put in the
lowest depth (grade) of the Fi{@4:145).

3.3 Divine protection

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladith.

: ‘e-‘gu 4l
il B

Translation

The Prophet (may the blessing and peace of Allahupen him),
says: "Thereare seven categories of people whom the Almighty
Allah will put under His shade oaday when there will be no shade
except His; they are: a just leader; a youth \yhmwvsup in the service
of Allah; a man whose mind (always) clings on te tmosquejwo
men who love each other because of Allah and afpaeissues]
because of Himanddisagree (on issues) because of Him; a man who
is seduced by a highlglacedbeautiful woman and he says: 'l fear
Allah’; a man who gives out charity amdncealdt to the extent that
his left hand does not know what his right handjiisng out, anda
man who remembers Allah in solitude while his eslesdtears".

Commentary
The ultimate goal of a Muslim is to escape the gaiment of Allah on

the Dayof Judgement and enter into His paradise. All hishfaihd
devotions here on earthre geared towards achieving this goal.
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However, the Prophet in thisadith enumerateseven categories of
people on whom Allah will be so merciful that theosching heatof
the sun will not affect them on the day when ite($un) will be let
loose to shinen its fullest capacity and when no one will have any
shade to hide under. This will bthe situation of the Day of
Judgement as everybody will appear before Allalgitce account of
his stewardship. The righteous ones who fall withthe seven
categoriesnentioned in thithadithwill be protected from ignominious
punishment whilethe vicious and diabolic people will first be
tormented by the heat from the sbeforebeing cast into the Hell-
fire. Thishadithis to encourage pious Muslims who aspo@vert the
wrath of Allah, to adopt these beautiful qualitiaad to enlighten
othersonthe need to adopt sudualities.

3.4  Safeguarding Oneself from Hell-fire
Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladlith.
Translation
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The Messenger of Allah (may the blessing and pea@édlah be upon
him), says:"Beware of hell-fire [and insulate yourself agaiit$teven
with a portion of a datéuit and if one cannot get that, let him do so by
speaking a kinavord".

Commentary

The punishment of Allah is not what a man can eadllris much
severe thamany punishment man can imagine. Prophets of Allah are
privileged to bemore knowledgeable than any other person about
rewards and punishment of Allah atidsis why the Prophet (S.A.W.)

is advising in thishadith that we must beware &llah’s punishment

in hell-fire. This can be achieved by carrying ¢glamic prescriptions
especially on alms-giving to the poor and the [msgleged. The
Prophetencourageshe Muslims to give out charity with whatever
they have however small and th&they are not in position to give
out material gift at a certain time, they showgeakwords of
encouragement or at least pray for the less-pgeie rather than
abuseor scoff atthem.

SELF-ASSESSMENT I

According to thehadith, in what way can one protect himself from
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hell-fire?
4.0 CONCLUSION

No doubt that, you would have gained one thingher dther from our
discussionsn this unit. There are lessons for you to learnfigsre
leader who shouldhot misuse power, who should avoid being guilty
of hypocrisy, who should embrasemegood qualities that could grant
you divine protections, and who should uphtild dictates of Islam to
be able to gain the pleasure of Allah and be readrdvith His
paradise.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit discussed the teachings of the Prophehawm to use power
God-consciously as Muslims. It also educated you on some
characteristics of hypocrisy and advised yada avoid being
hypocritical. You are equally informed about seveategories of
peoplewho will escape being tormented by the heat ofdime on the
Day of JudgementThe unit ended with the exhortation from the
Prophet on the need to give alms whiclome of the good deeds that
leads taParadise.

Lessons derivable from the unit

Following are some of the lessons that can be dérifrom our
discussions in thignit:

1. The punishment of Allah awaits those who punish ppeo

unjustly.

2. Lie, failure to fulfil promises, and betrayal o@ist are signs of
hypocrisy.

3. Seven categories of people will escape beingented from the

heat of thesunon the Day ofludgement.

4. Giving charity prevents punishmentHell-fire.

5. Nothing should be considered too small to beemiout as
charity.

6. Kind words should be said to the poor when nedtgift could
not begiven.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Discuss the seven categories of people who thehetaggays would be

protectedfrom the effect of the scorching heat of the sun onQihg of
Judgement.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

You are welcome to Module 3. You will recall thatModules 1 and 2
above, some ahadith of Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) on various
topics were discussed amlucateyou on the position of Islam on such
topics. More of such guidance will also beetunder various units of
this module. We will continue to look into some @tlsayingsof the
Prophet as he presented them to his companiongiveneafter handed
themonto generations after them for the purpose of ggjditusliims in
particularand mankind as a whole into living the best of life earth
and at the same time wihe mercy of Allah on the Day afudgement.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of the this unit, you should be abte

. read and memorise the Arabic texts and the English
translations of alltheahadith discussed in thanit

. explain the disadvantages in two Musliggarrelling

o discuss what becomes of anyone who refuses to rpekee
with hispartner

o examine what is meant by misplacemenT nfst

. explain how both the oppressed and the oppressoid doe
assisted.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Two Muslims Fighting Each Other

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladlith.

Translation

The Messenger of Allah (may the blessing and peaddlah be upon
him), says:"When two Muslims draw swords against each othache
one of the two would banin-mate of hell-fire". Someone said: "This
is the murderer, what is the case tbe murdered?” The Prophet
replied: "The latter had intended to kill partner".

Commentary

When two people engage each other in a fight orwsarg dangerous
weapons, bothhe victor and the vanquished are potential inmates of
hell according to the content diis hadith One may wonder why the
vanquished may said to be a potential inmateh@f. The Prophet
explains here that he also intended killing his apmt only that
his opponent was faster and smarter. The import of hladith is to
advise Muslims tdive peacefully together and avoid fanning ember of
enmity. Fighting or quarrellingfosters enmity and discord in the
society. It reduces the strength of love and uwitych existsamong a
united people. Allah warns Muslims against quairrglin Q8:46thus:
“And obey Allah and His Messenger, and do not disp{with one
another) you lose courage and your strength departs, and benpati
Surely, Allah is with thosavho are As-Sibirzn (the patient).”

As social animals, men are bound to live with onether and when
they offendoneanother Allah advocates for patience and acceptance
It is only by so doing thathey can safeguard their oneness and
prevent being punished Aflah.

3.2 Misplacement of Trust

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladith.

radag s dil L dil Jguy J& QB A il i) B o 08

61



ISL 822 ADVANCED STUDY OF HADITH

o R ?M (55 w?j:shfj:s J

Translation

The Messenger of Allah (may the blessing and peéaedlah be upon
him), says:"When trust is lost, then expect the Hour (the Laay)".
(He was asked) “Howghallit be lost, O! the Messenger of Allah?” He
replied saying: "When matters aentrustedto those who are not
gualified for it, then you should expect tHeur".

Commentary

Al-Amanah or Trust is a heavy burden rejected by other creatwf
Allah like theheavens, the earth, and the mountains but which man
had ignorantly acceptedndplaced upon himself. Allah says in verse
72 of Saratul Ahzb i.e. Quran ChapteB3 thus:

“Truly, We did offer Al-Amanah (the trust of moral responsibility or
honesty andall the duties which Allah has ordained) to the heavens
and the earth, and thmountains,but they declined to bear it and
were afraid of it (i.e. afraid of Allah’s TormentBut man bore it.
Verily, he was unjust (to himself) and ignorant gsfresults).”

Accepting a position of responsibility is a trugthat is in vogue these
days isthat people aspire to get to positions of authority whibey
are not qualified to belheyemploy all means to get there at all costs.
The resultant effect is that th@erformwoefully and squander public
resources. Even the judiciary, which is said totheelast hope of the
masses, is equally witnessing misplacement of .trdatiges give
unjust verdicts after taking bribes. In the abolkadith the Prophet
informs that wherthis situation arises it signifies the approach of the
end oftime.

SELF-ASSESSMENT |
Discuss misplacement of trust as a sign for thedadrtiane
3.3 Oppression
Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladlith.
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Translation

The Messenger of Allah (may the blessing and peadédlah be upon

him), says:"Assist your brother whether he is the oppressother

oppressed”. People ask#ue Messenger of Allah saying. "We shall
assist the oppressed. But how do we assist when he is the

oppressor?” He replied. "Put himcheck".

Commentary

Az-zalim is someone who uses all opportunity he has to ggpother
people whilethe oppressed are thdazlam. The Prophet teaches us in
this hadiththat as Muslimave should be ready to give helping hands to
both. It may sound odd to hear that sleuldhelp an oppressor but
the Prophet clarifies that the way to assist arreggor is tguthim in
check. In another tradition, the Prophet suggdstsetways by which
we can correct any wrong situation within the society asng our
hands, or using ouongueor rejecting it with our heart. What spoils
the society is people’s compromiseenils being perpetrated by close
relatives. Thieves, burglars, kidnappers, rapistdtists,assassins and
robbers are all human beings living within us. Thestivities pose a
threat not only to their immediate environment but to thaetire
society at large antlecauseof their closeness to us we fail to report
their activities to the security agencieAs Muslims, we owe our
society the responsibility of securing it and makiih habitable.The
Prophet advises us to speak the truth howeverr bitteay appear to
be or evenf its consequences will be against our interest. hssl
should not hesitate imiving help to any victim of oppression in
whatever way necessary. A Muslim should nigeto the defence of
the oppressed. Wherever widows, orphans and the amobeing
cheated, it is duty-bound on Muslims to fight theause. All necessary
steps musbetaken to help also the oppressors by making theiress
their excesses.

3.4  Settling of Disputes

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladlith.
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Translation

The Apostle of Allah (may the blessing and peaceé\iidh be upon
him), hearddisputants arguing on the top of their voices g/ ¢oor.
Then, one of thenwantedhim to be nice to him on something. The
other man said: "By Allah | will not dat". Then the Apostle of
Allah (S.A.W) came out to meet the two of them, asdid:
"Where is the one who was swearing by Allah thatwoeild not do
good?" Hereplied"l am, oh, the Apostle of Allah". He added "Let him
have either of the two optiorse chooses".

Commentary

People living together are bound to have misundedshg at one
time or the otherlt is however very wrong for someone to be rigid
against settlement efforts. ®49:9-10

Allah directs:

“And if two parties or groups among the believaaB to fighting, then
makepeacebetween them both. But if one of them outragesregdhe
other, then fight yo(all) against the one which outrages till it complies
with the Command of Allah. Then iit complies, then make
reconciliation between them justly, and be equé&aMerily, Allah
loves those who are the equitable. The believersnathing else than
brothers(in Islamic religion). So make reconciliation betme your
brothers, and feahllah, that you may receivenercy.”

As has earlier been discussed, the Prophet dirthets quarrel or
misunderstandingpoetween two Muslims should not extend beyond
three days. Muslims should alwaysprepared for amicable settlement
of any misunderstanding. It is therefore wrdiog someone to refuse
reconciliatory move or else he should be prepapethde thenrath of
Allah.

SELF-ASSESSMENT I

Memorise the Arabic text and the English transtatas the hadith in
3.4above.

Lessons derivable from the discussions in this unit
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The following are some of the lessons that can égved from the
unit:

1. Muslims should maintain peace and awgpicrrelling.
2. Quarrel should not extend beyond thitags.

3. Muslims should intervene for settlement, in adigsputes
between twoother brothers.

4. Oppressors could be assisted by checking ¢éxessses.

5 Misplacement of trust reposed in people isga §r the coming

of end oftime.
40 CONCLUSION

The Prophet said he had left two things for Muslimsuse as guide
towards achieving successful life and everlasting bliss in the
hereafter. These are the Quran atitk Sunnah These two have
been the reference points in our discussions. Hxjgectedhat you
should hearken to what you have learned and apghyesto your
everyday life.

50 SUMMARY
Various topics have been discussed in this unie $ayings of the
Propheton quarrelling and how to handle it, on oppression aod

to assist both th@ppressednd the oppressor, and misplacement of
trust and its consequence weliiscussed.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. In what way do you think both the oppressed tedoppressor
can beassistedaccording to Prophéluhammad?
2. Use relevant Qur'anic passage andhhdith of the Prophet to

admonish a Muslim who is not prepared to have his
misunderstandingettled.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Our discussions in this unit will be continuatiosisvhat we have been
discussingn previous units. We shall be looking at some otlagirgs
of the Prophet and lessoms be learnt from them. Specifically, we
shall look at other sayings of the Proplugt importance of giving
alms to assist the poor and also what could be filethdrom being
hospitable.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atue

. read the Arabic texts and the English translatiofisall the
hadith discussedn theunit
o explain the benefits of spending one/salth

. discuss the sayings of the Prophethospitality.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Spending for Other People
Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladlith.
o i) gl b
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Translation

The Messenger of Allah (may the blessing and peé&edlah be upon
him), says:"Allah, the Most Exalted says: "Oh son of Adam, rape
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(for others), and | (Allahwill spend for you". (Abu Hurayrah, may
Allah be pleased with him, reported tidgadith).

Commentary

To spend benevolently from what Allah has put i care is the
focus in thishadith

There are a lot of the weak, the less-privilegdte oppressed, the
poor, the needythewidows, the orphans, the debtors, and people in
captivity around us whoswelfareought to be our major concern. It
is duty-bound on the rich and the well-to-gp@opleto spend from
their wealth to better the lots of these categordspeople. As
everybody in a particular society can’t be madé,rihe poor should
have a sensef belonging in the society and for this reason is the
principle of Zaka or Sadagahentrenched in Islam to ensure even
distribution of wealth and to bridgdewide gap that exists between
the rich and the poor. Spending benevolerdtiractsmuch reward
from Allah. The similitude of what we spend to assothers is
describedn Q2:261thus:

“The likeness of those who spend their wealth i iay of Allah, is
as thelikenessof a grain (of corn); it grows seven ears, and ea&h
has a hundred grains. Allajivesmanifold increase to whom He wills.
And Allah is All-Sufficient for HiscreaturesheedsAll-Knower.”

This passage indicates that the reward for chaggmes in
manifolds. Thereforeall that are blessed with wealth should invest in
charity as a way of saving in the bamoikAllah.

3.2 The Most Highly Rewarded Alms

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladlith
U".“{ LA G :- g A/ s /

Translation

A man came to the Prophet (may the blessing andepeaAllah be
upon him), says:"Oh Messenger of Allah, which alms attracts the
greatest reward?" He said; "TheBnswhich you give out while you are
healthy, covetous, fearing poverty and hopfagriches. Do not delay
yourself in giving out charity until the time of yo deathwhenyou
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will be saying [on your death-bed] 'give this to and so'. Your
property isalreadymeant for some people [toherit]".

°
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Meaning: "There is no day that human beings wakéupe morning
except thattwo angels will descend. One of the two will say: 'Oh
Allah, grant the person whgpendshis wealth [according to your
wish] a substitute'. The other angel will say: 'Slkah, ruin the person
who is parsimonious with higealth".

Commentary

There is time for everything in life. And a squagreg fits well in a
square holeThis hadith emphasizes the fact that the best charity is
the one given out when it wilbe best valued. Man is expected to
give out charity at the time when he apprecidisswealth most and
not to delay it unnecessarily till that time whea hecomes olénd
moving close to his grave. According to the Propletgels of Allah
pray for thosewho spend their wealth to assist the cause of Allah
while those who are niggardigre cursed. As per those who find it
difficult to spend what they have Allah declaiegQ9:34-35:

“...And those who hoard up gold and silver and spérain not in the
Way of Allah announce to them a painful torment. On the Day
when that Al-Kanz: money, the Zakat of which has not been paid)
will be heated in the Fire of Hell and with it witle branded their
foreheads, their flanks, and their backs, (and i Wwe said to
them): “This is the treasure which you hoarded for yoursel Now
taste of what you usdd hoard.

The sharing of wealth when it is no more usefuthe owner has no
reward becausdor sure, the wealth belongs to other people wien t
ownerdies.

SELF-ASSESSMENT |
Which Alms is considered to be the mosivarded?

3.3 Hospitality

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladlith

radug Al dll a dll Jouy S8

69



ISL 822 ADVANCED STUDY OF HADITH

& 153 Far ol ool 1 AARENAE CACAL

The Apostle of Allah (may the blessing and peaceéAldh be upon
him), says:"Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, letnhi
honour his guest for at leagday and a night. However, hospitality is
for three days. Anything after that is chariliyis not permissible for
him to continue to stay with him in order not tot gum (the host)
in an embarrassingituation”.

Commentary

One of the social teachings of Islam is hospitalityenjoins Muslims
to be hospitable,receptive and accommodating. Muslims should be
ready to receive and hostwasitor for up to three days. Hospitality
begins with warmth greetings. In Q4:86 Alladays: “When you
greeted with a greeting, greet in return with wisabetter than it, or
(atleast) return iequally...”

At the early days of Islam, the people of Madinalown as the gave
warmth reception and showed high level of hospitality to the
Muhgjirzn who migrated from Makkah along with the Prophet.
Hospitality promotes love, affection and brothertiold behoves any
visitor who has been so hosted to reciprocate hystaying with his
hostbeyondnecessary.

SELF-ASSESSMENT I

Through your own personal effort, find out and dst how the
Muhgjir zn werereceived by thé\nsar in Madinah.

Lessons derivable from the unit

Following are some of the lessons derivable from @digcussions in
thisunit:

1. That whatever we possess in this life is at fous$ in ourcare

2. That it is good to spend our wealth to ashistiéss privileged in
thesociety.

3. That we should not hoard our wealth or delay Spending
unnecessarilypecause it is that portion we spend thatuss.

4. That we can host a visitor up to three days #mat any
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additional day willberecorded for us asharity.
5. That hospitality as a social norm in Islam podes love, peace,
andaffection.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, you have been taken through somehiegs of Prophet
Muhammadon various topics which are meant to shape your
lifestyle in the way fashioneby Allah as exemplified by the Prophet
himself and those companions that lived witim. All the lessons
derivable from the unit and those earlier shoulctbepted ancddapted

in day-to-day activities so that the ideals of tmslavould be sustained
and the goabf making life worthwhile would bachieved.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we discussed the sayings of the Pebpbn the
importance ofspendingone’s wealth in righteous way and the need
to spend such wealth at the rigitne when its value would be
appreciated. We equally looked at the teachingslafim on hospitality

as a social norm. We learnt that hospitality prasqgteace, lovand
affection which are parts of the variables needed dchieving
egalitariansociety.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. With the aid of Prophetic sayings and relevdparanic
passages, discughe benefits derivable from spending one’s
wealth to promote the causeAifah.

2. Discuss briefly the position of Islam on hoapiy as a social
norm.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit is a continuation of our discussions e tprevious units.
Some othesayingsof the Prophet shall be considered as they affect
our daily socio-moraactivities.Students will find our discussions here
interesting aneducative.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atue

o read the Arabic texts and English translations of the
ahadith discussedn theunit

o explain what Allah looks for in Ban

. mention the person considered to be the worst énsight of
Allah

. enumerate some of the lessons that can be denwedtheunit.

3.0 Main Content
3.1  What Allah looks for in a Man
Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladlith

Translation
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The Apostle of Allah (may the blessing and peaceAtbdh be upon
him), says:"Surely, Allah does not look at your forms [shapes]
your wealth, but He lookatyour hearts and youteeds".

Commentary

Unlike man who could be influenced by the physigtieancial or
social statusof another person and thereby pass wrong judgement,
Allah recognises good deeahd good intention with which it was
done. Undue favour is sometimes givenpwople because of their
personalities in the society. Some serving politufice holdersare
given immunity against any charge or arrest ang thide under that

to commit alot of crimes against humanity. Many business moguls
engage in financial crimes angsetheir wealth to buy their ways.
Also, some people organize beauty pageantfudge who the best
man or woman is in the society. All these do nobhaawn Allah at
all. Allah does not give credence to human beauty, rtaiu status. He
only considerghe most pious man or woman as the best in His sight
(Q49:13).

SELF-ASSESSMENT |

Memorise the Arabic text of theadithin 3.1above.

3.2 The Worst Person in the Sight of Allah

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons dfadith.
o5
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Translation

The Messenger of Allah (may the blessing and peadédlah be upon
him), says:"Surely, the worst person in the sight of Allah thve Day
of Resurrection is thenewho is left alone by people for fear of his
evil deeds".

Commentary

As Allah’s representative on the earth and theaxliah of His other
creatures, mans expected to live well and relate well with other
beings. He is expected e accommodating, kind, merciful, promoter
of peace and vanguard lbarmoniougelationship. When he possesses
these characters, then he will be loved gepplearound him and he

74



ISL 822 MODULE 3

will fill secure to stay among them. His joy and ladversarwill be
shared with people around him. They will considen las an integral
part of them. However, if a man is wicked, diabolical, shrew,
avaricious and self-centred, if he askind of person who slanders,
backbites, defames, scoffs and gossips about, hebedisserted by
people. No one will want to associate with him dat fear of
insecurity.On the Day of Resurrection when Allah will call upall
men to give account dheir stewardship while on earth, according to
the hadith above, such a person wilbe counted among the worst
ones and will therefore be subjected to punishnaewttorments of
theDay.

3.3 The Worst People in Allah's Estimation on théay of
Resurrection

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladith.

dl.‘l ;é..b...y\.do A))llu-‘mu-uﬂuﬁ

Translation

It was related from the Prophet, (may the blessing peace of Allah
be uponhim), that the Almighty Allah said: "I will be againstrtée
people on the Dayf Resurrection: a man who is given something
(good) because of Me and latctstreacherously, a man who sells a
freeborn person and consume the money, ama@awho employs the
services of another person on an agreed term daultk in paying
hiswages."

Commentary

This hadith is teaching us the evil consequence of three major
practices thaareassociated with man. Man is found to be treacherous
involving in buying andselling of human beings like him, and
usurping other people’s right. These three attisudee so bad that
Allah promises to be against those who are guiltthem on the Day

of Resurrection as declared by the Prophet in theesbadith.

Clergymen who are entrusted with positions of lesldip in the
houses ofworshipare turning out to be treacherous because of worldl
materials. Although slaverys presently not as popular as it was
during the pre-colonial Africa, it is howevaetill being practised by
some people who add different colouration to itntdm trafficking is
present in various societies and many childrenbeieg abused and
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trafficked in exchange for money. Workers and employees now
suffer a great deal beforgettingtheir salaries and wages without
any just cause. All of these constitute whahgsabout the anger of
Allah which some people will suffer on the DayRésurrection.

SELF-ASSESSMENT I

Briefly discuss on three groups of people whom Wllaill be
against on the Dagf Resurrection.

Lessons derivable from the unit

The following are some of the lessons that can édveld from our
discussions in thenit:

1. Allah does not attach any importance to thespay and social
status ofman.

2. What is important before Allah is the piety Aflah with
which a mancarriesout anyactivity.

3. Allah hates those whose deeds are not atteatdivother people
in thesociety.

4. Those who involve in treachery, slavery, andrpisg other
people’s rightsareconsidered the worst of all people in the sight
of Allah.

5. The Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet a®@ fources

of guidanceleft behind by the Prophet for higllowers.
4.0 CONCLUSION

The Prophet left two things for his followers wladdr on passed them
on to othergenerations that came behind them. Whoever folltves
two things will not haveany cause to regret his stay on earth. The two
things are the Quran and tlf&unnah(way of life) of the Prophet.
Some of his sayings which serve as guidance for heuebeenthe
bases for our discussions in this book. You mustehkarned so
much from these discussions and should therefore be readybty
the lessons to yowfaily activities.

5.0 SUMMARY

In continuation of our earlier discussions on sbameraction, we
have discusseth this unit someahadith of the Prophet on Allah’s less
concern on physical ansocial outlook of man but that He judges
man based on what he harbours in his hearelation to his deeds.
The unit also discussed on attitudes suchwakedness,treachery,
dealing in slavery and usurping other people’s tesgisunwholesome
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attitudes which may lead to Allah’s anger on theyD&Resurrection.
6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Use relevanhadith of the Prophet to explain in detail those character

that can leadto Allah’s going against a man on the Day of
Resurrection.
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UNIT 4 PROPHETIC WORDS OF WISDOM |
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 MainContent
3.1 Allah's Patience arfstrategy
3.2 The Gravesins
3.3 Patience in the ReGknse
3.4  The Consequences of Injustice &tohginess

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 Tutor MarkedAssignment

7.0 References/Furth&®eading

1.0 Introduction

In the previous units, you learned somkadith of the Propheton
varieties of topics. Our focus in this unit is tonsider some other
sayings of the Prophet and their relevance to our contemporary
situations.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atue

. read the Arabic texts of thehadith discussed in thenit

o explain why Allah exercises patience before dealvith any
wrongdoer

o discuss what constitutes grave sins accordinge®tophet

o examine the consequences of injustice stiyiness

. explain how the lessons learnt in the unit be &pipto our daily
lives.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Allah's Patience and Strategy

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladith.
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Translation

The Messenger of Allah (may the blessing and peaddlah be upon
him), says:"Certainly Allah gives an oppressor a long rope Wwhen
He grabs him, heannotescape fronHim".

Commentary

Allah is a compassionate God who has been so kmldnaerciful to
His creaturesHe always gives room for His sinful servants to repent
their sins and retrace thainful steps and move towards righteousness.
Many people have however takehis compassion of Allah for
granted. Instead of them running away from themssthey engage
more in it thinking that nothing would come aft®eople may wonder
why armed robbers, assassins, rapists, cultists andl firactitioners
are left un-dealtvith despite their diabolical and wicked acts. In this
hadith the Prophet tells us that Allasonly giving them a little respite
and that by the time Allah’s appointed time contés,time which can
neither be delayed nor advanced even for an hodr3@), suchwrong
doers would be seized in a way that they would fiedescape route.
This isconfirmedby Allah Himself in the Q10:11 when Hkeclares:

“And were Allah to hasten for mankind the evil §hinvoke for
themselves andor their children, while in a state of anger) as He
hastens for them the good (thewoke) then they would have been
ruined. So, we leave those who expect not thewetingwith Us, in
their trespasses, wandering blindlydistraction.”

When the respite period is up, evil doers will plea be given second
chance toafford them opportunity to seek for repentance and redress
their wrong doings but to navail. This is contained in Q23:99-100
thus:

“Until, when death comes to one of them (evil dpele says: “My
Lord! Sendme back, so that | may do good in that which | have le
behind!” No! It is but a wordthat he speaks; and behind them is
Barzakh(a barrier) until the Day when they wile resurrected.”
SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE |

In your own understanding, explain why evil doers aot givenon-
the-spotpunishments for thesins.
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3.2 The Grave Sins

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladlith
gl CA g

Translation
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The Prophet (may the blessing and peace of Allabngmn him), was
guestionedon grievous sins and he said: "(They are) associating
partners with Allah, disobediencéo parents, murder, and false
testimony".

Commentary

Four things that constitute great sins in Islam @entioned in this
hadith Theyare:

Associating partners withllah
Disobedience to onefmrents
Committing murder in any fornand
Giving falsetestimony

PONPE

Allah Almighty is jealous of His unity and indepesrtte. He would
never accepthatany deity be associated with Him. This is the reaso
why declaration ofKalimatu sh- shalidah i.e. word of testimony, is
made the first and the fundamental pillariglam. Associating partner
with Allah is an unpardonable offence. This is eamed inQ4:48 thus:
“Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should Iset up with Him
(in worship), but He forgives except that (anything else) to whom He
wills; and whoever setsp partners with Allah (in worship), he has
indeed invented a tremendosis.”

As regards the parents, children have been seyiomalned against
sinning againsthem or disobeying them. In Q17:23-24 Alldéclares:

“And your Lord has decreed that you worship noné¢ Him. And
that you bedutiful to your parents. If one of them or both of them
attain old age in your life, say ntd them a word of disrespect, nor
shout at them but address them in terms of honnul.lower to them
the wing of submission and humility through mereyd say:“My
Lord! Bestow on them Your Mercy as they did bring op when | was
young.”
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Parents are the ‘drivers’ through whom children @vaveyed into the
world. Theyundergo serious hardship and take hard risks torerthe
survival of the childrenAs good children, we owe our parents a great
responsibility of showing them olove, affection and mercy at least as
a token to appreciate what they have doneigor

In one of the sayings of the Prophet he declared paradise of
children isplacedunder the feet of mothers (parents). This mearis tha
the chance of a child enteringto paradise of Allah is subject to the
satisfaction and consent of his parents. Biiewshow important the
position of parents is. Children are expected et theirparentshe
maximum care and respect especially at the timg #i&in old age
andbecomeweak and reduced in strength and vig(@B86:68).

3.3 Patience in the Real Sense

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladlith
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Translation

The Prophet (may the blessing and peace of Allabgm: him), says:
"Real patiences the one exercised at the fisstock".

COMMENTARY

This hadith is explaining what the real patience is. Someoiadiity

to control his temperament when he is first hit by any shocking
situation is the parameter toeasurdnis patience and endurance. Itis a
good thing for a man to be able to persevardendure at the face of
sudden attack. It does not behove a rational maveoreacespecially
negatively at any point of shock because it may léa aftermath
regret.Man’s faith is bound to be tested in various waysl dhe
extent to which hecan exercise patience at the point of trial and
tribulations will determine the strength bis faith in God. In Q2:155
Allah says:

“And certainly, We shall test you with somethingfe&r, hunger, loss
of wealth, lives and fruits, but give glad tidings tAs-Sibiran (the
patient)”

The abovehadith therefore encourages us to always control our
emotion and tellsis about the need for us to develop a shock absorber
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for any calamity that might befalls.
SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE I

In your own English, comment on thadithin 3.3above.
3.4 The Consequences of Injustice and Stinginess
Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladith.
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Translation

The Prophet, (may the blessing and peace of Alalgon him) says:
"Beware of injustice. Surely, injustice shall be symbolizeddgrkness
on the Dayof Resurrection. Also, beware of being stingy. Surely,
people before you wengerishedoecause of stinginess. It induced them
to shed their blood and made thé&rgalizeunlawful things".

Commentary

The need to maintain justice in whatever situaboe finds himself is
stressed inthe abovehadith Injustice is a social crime whose effects
may bring people andationsinto chaotic situations and disrepute.
On the Day of Resurrection, the unjys¢oplewill be thrown into
total darkness. Likewise, is stinginess. Anyone whkostingy and
niggardly will not command any respect in the stoci@heir life is
always proneo danger because people who could have alerted them
of any impending dangear protect their interest would ignore them
for being stingy. The two issues addresgethis hadith i.e. injustice
and stinginess, are legislated against in Q16:9@¢mwieads:

“Verily, Allah enjoins Al-‘Ad| (justice) andAl-lhsan (doing of good)
andgiving (spending in help) to kith arkin...”

Justice and open-handedness as taught by the Rropligs hadith
are qualities of good leadership. They are to serve as guiding
principles for God-fearindeaders.Anyone in position of authority
should not pervert justice for any gratificatiode should also make
sure that he spends the public fund in his carbetoefit peopleand

not to hoard it or keep it in his personal inter&hoever violates the
regulationsof Allah and that of His Prophet in this respect vak
thrown into darkness on tH2ay of Resurrection.
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Lessons derivable from the unit

The following are some of the lessons that can é&@ved from our
discussion in thisinit:

1. Allah gives respite to sinners to repent tiseis.

2. When Allah arrests the wrong doers there wdaddno escape
route.

3. Associating partners with Allah, disobedience parents,

committing murder, and giving false testimony all form the
categories of gravsins.

4. Ability to endure and persevere at the firsocthis the real
patience.
5. Injustice and stinginess are social evils whralst be avoided

by aGod-conscioudeader.
4.0 CONCLUSION

Our discussions in this unit are not at varianoenfiwhat we have been
focusing inthe preceding units. Some issues that bother with #iky d

activities of man areiscussedvith the expectation that students will
apply them to their daily lives so thahey become responsible
personalities the society will be proaod

5.0 SUMMARY

Discussed in this unit are the sayings of the Pebmoncerning: the
respite which Allah gives to the wrong doers in order that thegtym
retrace their steps anddopt righteousness, what constitutes real
patience and the need to exercise it at the pdiahger and, what the

condition of the unjust and the niggardly would te the Dayof
Resurrection.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Injustice will be likened to darkness on the Day Résurrection.
Discuss thistatementsing relevant hadith and Qur'argaotations.
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UNIT 5 PROPHETIC WORDS OF WISDOM I
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3.2 Sadagahrom Farming
3.3 Making ThingEasy
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

You are welcome to the last unit of our discussimder which we
shall befocusingon some other words of wisdom from the noble
Prophet Muhammad. Just likeir previous discussions, it is our belief

that you will find all to be discussed undiiis topic very interesting
aswell.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should to be atde

. read and memorize the Arabic texts of all @nedith in theunit
. explain what a Muslim should do in an ambigusitgation
o examine how a farmer gets rewards $adaqgahfrom hiscrops.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Avoiding Ambiguities

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladith.
dcych Sy b0 AR Gt oA Gla b

‘,stuu; »)Huiau.\.d\du

S A i‘« Gl WAdigh e R A ST aE e gty W wodhs

85



ISL 822 ADVANCED STUDY OF HADITH

A »ﬂ ) 0 g el Fellg &

Translation

The Prophet (may the blessing and peace of Allabdmn him), says:
"What is lawful (Halal) is obvious and what is unlawffHaram) is
also obvious, but between theo are issues which are ambiguous.
Whoever leaves what is ambiguous to lnomcerningsin, has kept off
from committing an obvious sin. Whoever has theagitgt to baséis
action on doubtful things concerning sin, or suspécat he might fall
into whatis obviously a sinful act [should abstain from acting
doubt]. Sins are the sanctuany Allah and whoever grazes around
the sanctuary should entertain fear thatnmghtenterit.”

Commentary

A lot of people have taken wrong decision as a ltesti finding
themselvesin ambiguous situations. Thikadith is teaching us to
always leave whatever is nolearto us and stick to that which we are
clear of anytime we are in a fix in taking thight decision. Taking
precaution before taking decisions and making sugetake theright
decision will safe us in no small measure from emassment and
regret whichmay come to us as a result of our taking the wrong
decision. Q3:feads:

“It is He Who has sent down to you (Muhammad) thaolB (this
Quran). In it are verses that are entirely clear, they are the
foundations of the Book; and othearst entirely clear. So as for those
in whose hearts there is a deviation (from thehjrtitey follow that
which is not entirely clear thereof, seekiAgFitnah, and seeking for
its hiddenmeanings.""

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE |

Memorise the Arabic text of the hadith in 3.1 ahén translate it in
your ownEnglish word.

3.2 Sadagah from Farming

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladlith.
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Translation

The Apostle of Allah (may the blessing and peaceilidh be upon
him), says"Any Muslim who plants a plant or cultivates his plaiuat
and a bird, or a human beimy an animal eats from it, shall have a
reward forcharity”.

Commentary

Farming is a noble and very important professionictvhislam
encourages becausal the living creatures of Allah need food to
survive. This is justified by the aboveadith It is for this purpose that
Allah created for us the earth and sends wateistto waterour crops
and to live by it. In Q13:4, Allalsays:

“And in the earth are neighbouring tracts, and gasd of vines, and
greencrops(fields), and date-palms, growing into two or thfemm a
single stem rootr otherwise (one stem root for every palm), watered
with the same water; yet, sonté them We make more excellent
than others to eat. Verily, in these things afgat (proofs,
evidences, lessons, signs) for the people wigterstand.”

As taught in thidhadith, for any other creatures of Allah such as birds,
rodents,insectsand even human beings to feed from the farm prqduce

a reward is given to thiarmerwho will be regarded by Allah to have
given outcharity.

3.3 Making Things Easy

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladlith.
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Translation

The Prophet, (may the blessing and peace of Alldgon him) says:
"Make things easy for yourselves, do not be difficult. Give good
tidings, do not frighterpeople”.

Commentary

Almighty Allah created every good thing of the wbifbr the comfort

of man’s stayon earth. He is a loving God who would not place any
burden on man (Q2:286Ipespitethe fact that all the wrong doings of
man do not have any effect on Him, Allatill encourages man to
make things easy for himself and for others rattiem imposing
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hardship on anyone. A number of people embark amgshwhich
they do not have either the physical or financial capability to
accomplish. For instance, someomdo finds it difficult to feed
himself go about marrying two, three, or four wive®w thencan the
husband, the wives and their children who shareingles room
apartment liveameaningful and comfortable life? How will a jobless
man with three wives antenchildren discharge his responsibilities
as a good husband and a responsiaher?Such a father makes
things difficult not only for himself but also fdvis wivesandchildren.
The abovehadith is teaching us about making life bearable for
ourselvesand for others by not proving difficult in our thinkingnd
actions. We are enjoined te sources of happiness and not agents of
terrorism. We should allow our actioasd attitudes to attract people
to us and not to repel. The Prophet himself dermatestthis when he
was alive which made many people to embrace Islaen avithout
meetingthe Prophet.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE Il

Discuss the hadith in 3.3 above in relation to dletvities of political
office holdersin your locality.

3.4 What Benefits the Dead?

Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessonbladlith
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Translation

The Apostle of Allah, (may the blessing and peatdltah be upon
him) says"Whena man dies, his deeds have ceased except three. [th
reward of the three continue® reach him. They are:] perpetual
charity, beneficial knowledge and a gooffispringpraying forhim®".

Commentary

Like some other religions in the world, Islam beé#s that life
continues after deathlt posits that a dead person remains in a
transitory state until the Day o&ccountability when he will be
resurrected to face judgement. In thedith the Prophet is teachings
that all the deeds of man will cease to benefit kifter death except
threenamely:
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1. The charity which he gives out while living afmdm which
generationf people continue to benefit for a long time. For
example, a man who digsveell for the public or constructs an
access road which people utilize and bentbtm or build a
school or hospital for public use is giving a peéua¢ charity
andwill continue to enjoy reward from it even at Hesath;

2. The useful knowledge which a man imparts orttearopeople.
For examplethe

Muslim clerics who organises Quranic classes nor f
commercial purposbutwith the intention of teaching the word
of Allah and spreading Islam, willavehis reward flowing to
him at hisdeath;

3. and the children whom a man gives Islamic ingiras a result
of which the children remember their parents in prayers. Such
prayers will be answerebly Allah because it is a fulfilment of
His directives contained in Q17:23-2datchildren should pray
for theirchildren.

Lessons derivable from the unit

Following are some of the lessons that can be dérifrom our
discussions ithe aboveunit:

1. That we should avoid what is ambiguous and eo®mwhat is
clear tous.
2. That whatever is eaten by birds, rodents, tssaed other living

creaturef Allah out of our sweat-earned wealth is recordsd
charity forus.

3. Muslims should not overburden themselves wittawAllah has
notplaced orthem.

4. Muslims should be agents of peace, love and-iiings and
not sourcef sorrow.

5. A dead person can still get reward from somdisfactivities

while living on earth.
4.0 CONCLUSION

With our discussions in this unit we have come he &nd of our
lessons forthis course. We have taken you through some sayings
of the Prophetconcerning issues that will help shape their lives
towards Godliness and gooelationwith other creatures of Allah. It is
our belief that you would havebenefited immensely from our
discussions and would apply all you have learnegbta daily life.
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5.0 SUMMARY

This unit discussed thieadith of the Prophet concerning the necessity
for Muslims to avoid such things that are not clear to them and
embrace those that are simpland clear and could not be
misunderstood. It was equally stated that whatewsrothercreatures

of Allah ate out of the labour of a farmer wouldvee as a charity
put forward by the farmer and for which he would be aeted. Also
taught in the units the fact that Allah did not want people to placg an
unnecessary burdarponthemselves and that Muslims should always
consider themselves agents of peandlove and not that of sorrow.
The unit ended with the teaching about the possibif a dead man
getting reward from good deed he leé&hind.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

In your own words summarise all the topics that eveliscussed
under 3.1, 3.23.3,and 3.4 in thisnit.
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