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INTRODUCTION 
 

ISL222 Textual Studies of hadith is a one-semester two-credit-

unit course. It will be available to all students as a course in 

B.A.degree programme. The course is also suitable for any one 

who is interested in the study of the sayings of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad (S.A.W). 

 
The course consists of 14 units discussed under three modules. The 

topics respectively discussed under the units are the 42 Prophetic 

hadiths as contained in the collections of An-Nawāwī. Also to be 

met in the discourse is a brief biography of Imam Yahya ibn Sharaf 

popularly known as An-Nawāwī and his efforts on hadith 

collection. 

 
What You Will Learn in This Course 

 
The overall aim of ISL222 Textual Studies of hadith; is to acquaint 

you with the moral lessons contained in some of the sayings of 

Holy Prophet Muhammad so as to serve as guide for your day-to-

day activities and thereby enable you attain success here on earth 

and blissful abode in the hereafter. 

 
COURSE AIMS 

 
The aim  of  this  course  is to put you  through  all necessary 

information you may need to facilitate your understanding  of the 

prophetic sayings and life style. This will be achieved by: 
 
 

Taking you through the Arabic texts of all the 42 hadiths to 

be studied in the course. 

Taking y o u  t h r o u g h  t h e  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  

a l l  t h e  hadiths. 

Discussing with you commentaries of each of the 

hadiths. 

Also discussing with you various lessons that are 

derivable from each of the hadiths. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

OBJECTIVES 
 

To achieve the aims set out above, there are overall set objectives. 

In addition, each unit also has specific objectives. The unit 

objectives are always included at its beginning. You read them 

before you start working through the unit. You may want to refer 

to them during your study of the unit to check your progress. 

You should always look at the unit objectives after completing a 

unit. This way you can
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Confirm whether you have done what was required of you by 

the unit. 

Stated below are the wider objectives of this course as a whole. by 

meeting these objectives, you should have achieved the aims of the 

course as a whole: 

 
on s u c c e s s f u l   completion  of  the  course,  you should be 

able to: 

 
Read t h e  A r a b i c   texts  of  all  the  forty hadiths. 

Translate each of the hadiths into english language. 

Translate   a   short   english   passage   into arabic 

language. 

Comment reasonably on all the hadiths. list   out   some   

of   the   lessons   that   are derivable from each of the 

hadiths. 

Explain how the lessons could be applied in your day-to-

day activities. 

 
WORKING THROUGH THIS COURSE 

 
To complete this course, you are required to read the study units, 

read recommended books and read other materials provided by 

the National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN). Each unit 

contains self- assessment exercises, and at points in the course, 

you are required to submit assignments for assessment purposes. 

At the end of this course, there is a final examination. You will 

find below list of all the components of the course and what you 

have to do. 

 
COURSE MATERIALS 

 
Major components of the course 

are: 

 
1         COURSE 

GUIDE 

2         STUDY 

UNITS 

3         

TEXTBOOKS 
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4         assignment file 

5         presentation schedule 

 
in  addition  you  must  obtain  the  materials.  they are  provided  

by  the  noun.  obtain  your  copy.  you may contact your tutor if 

you have problems obtaining the materials.
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Each unit contains a number of self-tests. In general these self-

tests examine you on the material just covered or require you to 

apply them in some ways and thereby, helps you evaluate your 

progress and performance in your assignments. The exercises 

will assist you in 
achieving the stated learning objectives of the individual units and of the 
course. 

 
TEXTBOOKS AND REFERENCES 

 
Abdul, A. A. (n.d). Durūs-Din-l-Islam lis-sannat-l-ūlā wal wustah. 

Kano: Abu Mas'ūd wa Uthman-t-Tayyib Publishers. 

 
Al-Shūrawardy, al-Ma’mūn (1954). The Saying of Muhammed. 

London: John Murray Ltd. 
 

Arthur, J., ed. (1962). A Reader on Islam. Mouton & Co. 

 
Fazlul-Karim, A. M. (1979). Al-Hadith of Mishkat-ul-Masābih Book 2. 

Lahore: Malik Surajuddin and Sons Publications. 

 
Ibrahim, E. & Johnson, D.D. (1980). An-Nawawi’s Forty Hadith 

(Translated). Lebanon: The Holy Quran Publishing House. 
 

Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali (2002). Jāmi‘ul-Ulum wal Hikam fi Sharh 

Khamsīna Hadithan min Jawāmi‘il Kalām. Cairo: Dar-

fajr lit- Turaath. 

 
Khan, M. M. (1981). The Translation of the Meaning of Sahīh al- 

Bukhari (Arabic-English). Vol.1 Riyadh: Maktabah al-

Riyad al- Hadithah. 

 
Lemu, B.A (1990). Islamic Studies for Senior for Senior Secondary 

School 1, 2 & 3. Minna: Islamic Education Trust. 

 
Raheemson, M.O. (2002). Essentials of Islamic Studies Books 1 & 2 

Lagos: Meticulous Design & Print Shop. 

 
Assignment File 

 
In this file, you will find all the details of the work you must 

submit to your tutor for marking. The marks you obtain from these 
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assignments will count toward the final mark you obtain for this 

course. Further information on assignment will be found in the 

assignment file itself and later in this course guide in the section on 

assessment.
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Presentation schedule 
 

The presentation schedule included in your course materials gives 

you the important dates for the completion of tutor-marked 

assignments and attending tutorials.  Remember,  you  are  

required to submit all your assignments  in good time. You 

should   guard   against   being   late   in  submitting your work. 
 
 

Assessment 
 

There are two types of assessments in the course. first are  the  

tutor-marked  assignments;  second are the written examinations. in 

tackling the assignment, you are expected to apply information and 

knowledge acquired during this course. the assignments  must be 

submitted to your tutor for formal assessment in accordance with 

the deadlines stated in the assignment file. the work you  submit   

to  your  tutor  for  assessment   will count for 30% of your total 

course mark. 

 
at the end of the course, you will need to sit for a final two-hour  

examination.  this will also count for 70% of your course mark. 

 
Tutor-marked assignment 

 
There are 14 tutor-marked assignments in this course.  you  need  to  

submit  all  the  assignments. the best five (i.e the highest five of 

the 15 marks) will be counted. the total marks for the four (4) 

assignments  30  %,  will  be  of  your  total  course mark. 

 
Assignment questions  for the units in this course are contained in 

the assignment file. You should be able to complete your 

assignments from the information and materials containing in your 

set textbooks, reading and study units. However, you are advised to 

use other references to broaden your  view  point  and  provide  a  

deeper understanding of the subject.
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when you have completed each assignment, send it together  with  

tutor-marked  assignment  (tma) form  to  your  tutor.  make  sure  

that  each assignment reaches your tutor on or before the deadline 

given in the assignment file. if, however, you cannot  complete  

your  work  in time,  contact your   tutor   before   the   assignment   

is   done   to discuss the possibility of an examination. 

 
final examination and grading 

 
 
 

The final examination of isl222 will be of two hour duration and 

70% have a value of the total course grade. the examination will 

consist of questions which reflect the type of self-testing, practice 

exercise   and   tutor-marked   problems   you   have come across. 

All areas of the course will be assessed. 

 
You are advised to revise the entire course after studying the last 

unit before you sit for the examination. you will find it useful to 

review your tutor- marked assignments and the comments of your 

tutor on them before the final examination. 

Course marking scheme 
 
 

This table shows how the actual course marking is broken down. 

 
table 1:     course marking scheme 

 

assessment marks 
assignment 1-14 best  five  marks  out of 

14  count  @  10%  each  = 

50% of course marks 
final examination 50%  of  overall  course 

marks 
total 100% of course marks 

 
 
 

Course overview 
 
 
 

Table 2:     course overview
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uni 

ts 

 
1.1.1.1.1.1.1  title       

of work 

weeks 

activi ty 

assessmen t 

(end          of 

unit) 

module 1 
1 historical 

background of 

hadiths selection 

1 assignmen 
t 1 

2 hadiths 1 & 2 2 assignmen 
t 2 

3 hadiths 3, 4, 5 and 
6 

3 assignmen 
t 3 

4 hadiths 7, 8, 9 & 10 4 assignmen 
t 4 

module 2 
1 hadiths   11,  12,  13, 

14, 15 & 16 
5 assignmen 

t 5 
2 hadiths 17, 18, 19 & 

20 
6 assignmen 

t 6 
3 hadiths 21, 22 & 23 7 assignmen 

t 7 
4 hadiths 24 & 25 8 assignmen 

t 8 
5 hadiths 26, 27 & 28 9 assignmen 

t 9 

module 3 
1 hadiths 29 & 30 10 assignmen 

t 10 
2 hadiths 31, 32 & 33 11 assignmen 

t 11 
3 hadiths 34, 35 & 36 12 assignmen 

t 12 
4 hadiths 37, 38, 39 & 

40 
13 assignmen 

t 13 
5 hadiths 41 & 42 14 assignmen 

t 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

vi
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HOW TO GET MOST FROM THIS COURSE 
 

In distance learning, the study units replace the university lecturer. 

This is one of the great advantages of distance learning; you can 

read and work through specially designed study materials at your 

own pace, and at a time and place that suit you best. Think of it as 

reading the lecture instead of listening to lecturer. 

 
In the same way that a lecturer might set you some reading to do, 

your study units provide exercises for you to do at appropriate 

points. Each of the  study  units  follow   a  common   format.   

The  first  item  is  an introduction to the subject matter of the 

unit and how a particular unit is integrated with the other units and 

the course as a whole. 
 

Next is a set of learning objectives. These objectives lets you know 

what you should be able to do. When you have finished the units, 

you must go back and check whether you have achieved the 

objectives. If you make a habit  of  doing  this,  you  will  

scientifically  improve  your  chances  of passing the course. 
 

THE MAIN BODY OF THE UNITS GUIDES YOU THROUGH 

THE REQUIRED READING FROM OTHER SOURCES. 
 

READING 

SECTION 
 

Remember that your tutor's job is to help you. When you need 

help, don't hesitate to call and ask your tutor to provide it. 
 

1       read this course guide thoroughly 

2       organise   a   study   schedule.   Refer   to   the 

‘Course overview’ for more details. Note the time you are 

expected  to spend on each unit and how the assignments 

relate to the units. Whatever method you choose to use, you 

should decide on and write in your own dates for working on 

each unit. 
3       once   you   have   created   your   own   study 

schedule, do everything you can to stick to it. the major 

reason that students fail is that they get behind with their 

course work. if you get into difficulties  with your schedule, 

please let your tutor know before it is too late for help. 
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4  turn on unit 1 and read the introduction and the objectives 

for the unit. 

5  assemble   the   study   materials.   information about what 

you need for unit is given in the
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"overview” at the beginning of each unit. you will almost 

always need both the study unit you are working on and one 

of your set books on your desk at the same time. 
6       work    through    the    unit    itself    has    been 

arranged to provide a sequence for you to follow.  as  you  

work  through  the  unit  you will be instructed to read 

sections from your set books or other articles. use the unit to 

guide your reading. 

7  review the objectives for each study unit to confirm that 

you have achieved  them. if you are not sure about any of 

the objectives, review the study material or consult your 

tutor. 
8       when    you    are    confident    that    you    have 

achieved   a   unit's   objectives,   you   can   then start  on  

the next  unit.  proceed  unit  by  unit through  the  course  

and  try  to  face  your study so that you keep yourself on 

schedule. 

9  when  you  have  submitted  an  assignment  to your  tutor  

for marking,  do not wait for its return before starting on 

the next unit. keep to your schedule. when the assignment is 

returned, pay particular attention to your tutor's  comments,  

both on the tutor-marked assignment form and also on what 

is written on   the  assignment.   consult   your   tutor  as 

soon as possible if you have any questions or problems. 

10       after  completing  the  last  unit,  review  the course and 

prepare yourself for the final examination.  check  that  you  

have  achieved the unit objectives (listed at the beginning of 

each unit) and the course objectives (listed in this course 

guide). 
 

facilitators/tutors and tutorials 
 

there are eight hours of tutorials provided in support of this course. 

you will be notified of the dates, times and location of these 

tutorials, together with the name and phone number of your tutor, 

as soon as you are allocated a tutorial group.
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your tutor will mark and comment on your assignments, keep a 

close watch on your progress and on  any  difficulties  you  might  

encounter.    he will also provide assistance to you during the 

course. you must mail your tutor – marked assignments  to  your  

tutor  well  before  the  due date  (at  least  two  working  days  are  

required). they will be marked by your tutors and returned to you 

as soon as possible. 
 

do  not  hesitate  to  contact  your  tutor  by telephone,  e–mail, or 

discuss with him if you need help.   the   following   might   be   

circumstances   in which you would find help necessary. 
 

contact your tutor if: 
 

you do not understand any part of the study units or the 

assigned readings. 

you have difficulty with the assessment exercises. 

you  have  a question  or problems  with  an assignment, 

with your tutor's comments on an assignment or with the 

grading of an assignment. 
 

you should try your best to attend the tutorials. this is the only 

chance to have face to face contact with your tutor and to ask 

questions  which  are  answered  instantly.  you can   raise   any   

problem   encountered   in   the course of your study. to gain 

the maximum benefit from course tutorials, prepare a questions 

list before attending them. you will learn a lot from 

participating in discussion actively. 
 
 

summary 
 

isl222 introduces  you to the textual studies of some 

traditions of holy prophet muhammad. the traditions  contain  

some  moral  lessons  which are meant to shape your daily life if 

you hearken to them and apply them  appropriately.  you can 

even  do the society  well by teaching  people  in your 

environment these moral lessons. in addition,  proper  study  

of  the  traditions  will
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enable  you  pass  the  examination  you  are required to sit for 

after the course. 
 

we wish you success with the course and hope that you   will   find   

it   both   interesting   and   useful. wishing you success.
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UNIT 1       HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF HADITH 

SELECTION 
 

CONTENTS 
 

1.0      Introduction 

2.0      Objectives 

3.0      Main Content 

3.1      Compilation of Selected Hadiths: A Brief Historical 

Background 

3.1.1   Background History 

3.1.2   Biography of Muhyiddin an-Nawāwī: The 
Compiler of Forty Hadiths 

4.0      

Conclusion 

5.0      

Summary 

6.0      Tutor-Marked 

Assignment 

7.0      References/Further 

Reading 

 
1.0     INTRODUCTION 

 
In your ISL121 course (introduction to the Hadiths) taken in year 

one, you  have  had  the  general  knowledge  about  hadith  

comprising  the concept of Hadith and Sunnah, relationship 

between Qur’an, Hadith and Sunnah, and the importance of Hadith. 

You have also learnt about the compilation and verification of 

Hadith as well as its categorisation. As a continuation of this study, 

discourse on hadith texts becomes the major focus of this work. 
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2.0     OBJECTIVES 

 
At the end of this unit, you should be able 

to: 
 
 

read all the hadith 

fluently translate them 

into English 

describe their commentaries extensively
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give the moral lessons contained 

therein describe the uniqueness of 

each of them. 

 
3.0     MAIN CONTENT 

 
3.1     Compilation  of  Selected  Hadiths:  A  Brief  Historical 

Background 
 
 

3.1.1  Background History 
 

The collection  or compilation  of the authentic  hadith  of the 

Prophet popular known as Sihāh Sittah is of no doubt the 

untiring efforts of those prominent scholars in the study of science 

of hadith. What informs these efforts are the apostolic traditions 

credited to the Holy Prophet himself. One of these hadith narrated 

by 'Amr ibn al-'As quoted the Prophet in what could pass for one 

of His farewell speeches as saying: 

'Am Muhammad,  the unlettered  Prophet' He repeated  this  thrice  

and conclude ‘There will be no Prophet after me: I was (therefore) 

given the complete message (from the beginning to the end) and 

(the mandate for) its compilation. 

 
The same speech is also contained in the compilation of selected 

hadiths extracted from the six authentic selections by Bukhari and 

others. First among them was Abubakr ibn Sunni who wrote a 

book:   Al-Ijāz wa Jawāmi‘l-kalimi called ash-shibāb fil Hikami 

wal-Adab. This is not a hadith per-se but it treats Islamic etiquettes. 

Many other scholars have written along this line until when Abu 

Amr ibn Salah dictated his work of 26 hadith to his students. 
 

Imam an-Nawāwī improves on this by the addition of two 

hadiths to make it 42 and called it the Arba‘in-Nawawiyyah. This 

becomes popular worldwide as it elicits further study and comments 

from many scholars across the world. One of these scholars is 

Zaynud-Din Abdur Rahman ibn Rajab. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 1 
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Trace the Origin of hadith 

compilation. 

 

3.1.2  Biography of Muhyiddin an-Nawāwī: The Compiler of 

Fourty Hadiths 
 

His  name was Imam  Yahya ibn Sharaf ibn Hassan  ibn 

Husayn  ibn Jum'ah al-Hazimi Muhyiddin Abu Zakariya an-

Nawāwī. He was born in the  year  631 A.H.  / 1233C.E.  in 

Nawa,  south  of Damascus.  He started reading the holy Qur’an 

when he was only ten years old. He
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later furthered his education by studying many branches of fiqh 

(jurisprudence), Islamic law and Arabic grammar. He knew the 

value of time and did not waste it; rather he spent it in learning and 

worshipping of Allah. He was very fond of reciting Qur’an and 

very consistent in glorifying Allah. 

 
He turned his mind from the ephemeral things of this material 

world and concentrated on spiritual matters. He travelled to 

Makkah in 651 
A.H. and spent one and a half months 
there. 

 
It was narrated that when he was going to Makkah, he had fever 

and he was not well until the day of Arafah. He went to Arafah 

despite his bad health and he did not complain of any thing. When 

all the rites of hajj were finished, he returned to Damascus. Allah 

gave him knowledge and sign of understanding appeared on him. 

 
He had great reputation as a scholar. He studied Usul al-Fiqh 

under the feet of Al-faith Umar ibn Binder ibn Umar at-Taflisi 

Ash-Shafi‘i. He also learnt the science of Hadith (Ulum-al-Hadith) 

from Ad-Diya’ ibn Tamām al-Hānafi and Abi Ishāq Ibrahim ibn 

al-Murād al-Andalūsī. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 2 
 

Give a short history of Muhyiddin 

Nawāwī. 

 
His 

Death 
 

Shortly before his death, Yahya ibn Sharaf travelled to Cairo to 

pay Imam Shafi'i a visit. When he reached Imam Shafi‘i’s home, he 

stood stopped  there  and  did  not  move  any  further.  When  he  

was  told  to continue moving he said: 

 
"If Imam Shafi'i is alive and I see this tent, it is mandatory 

for me to stand for mere seeing it" 
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Then he left the town without the knowledge of anybody. He 
returned all the books he borrowed from endowments (awqaf). He 
paid a visit to the tomb of his friends and bid them farewell.  
Then, he travelled to Nawa where he fell sick and died in the 
night of Wednesday 24th  of Rajab 676 A.H. and was buried 
there. 

 
His 

Work 
 

He wrote many works on various subjects especially on 

traditions, law and grammar. Some of them are:
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1. Al-Arba‘in     an-Nawawiyyah     

fil 

Nabawiyyah. 

ahadith     as-

sahihah 

an- 

2. Al-Irshād fi usūl al-Hadith.   

3. Al-Usūl wad-Dawābit fil 
Mashhad. 

  

4. Al-Idah fi Manāsik al-Hajj.   

5. At- Tibyān fi adab hamlat al-
Qur’an. 

  

6. At- Tahqīq.   

7. Riyād as-Sālihīn.   

8. Mir'ah az-Zamān fi ta’rīkh al-
A’yan. 

  

9. ‘Uyūn al-Masā’il al- Muhimmah.   
10.         Minhajuṭ-ṭalibin fil 
furū‘. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 3 
 

1.        What role does the prophetic tradition play in the effort of 

some hadith scholars on compilation? 

2.        Trace   briefly   the   efforts   made   by   hadith   scholars   

in   the compilation of selected hadith. 

 
4.0     CONCLUSION 

 
The apostolic tradition on compilation provides the compendium 

for the collection and the compilation  of hadith texts. It also 

encourages the extraction  of  some  hadiths  from  the  original  

collection  of  the  sihāh sittah for compilation. Prominent among 

these compilers was Muhyddin An-Nawāwī whose most popular 

work on hadith is called ’Arba’ūn an- Nawāwī. 

 
5.0     SUMMARY 

 
 

Prophetic tradition encourages the compilation of Hadith and 

further selection from the original sources by subsequent 

scholars Muhyiddin an-Nawāwī became the most prominent 

among the scholars  of  hadith  having  added  16  other  

Hadiths  to  the  26 dictated by Ibn Salah to his students. 

 
This work is named ’Arba’ūn an-Nawāwī by its author 

Muhyiddin an-Nawāwī. 

 
6.0     TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 
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Discuss  the effort  of Muslim scholars  in the compilation  of 

selected hadith from Bukhāri and Muslim.
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1.0     INTRODUCTION 

 
The text of the first and second hadiths of an-Nawawi’s collection 

shall be studied in this unit. While the first hadith is basically 

focused on intention,  the second  is  involved  with the interaction  

between  Arch- Angel   Jubril   and  Muhammad   (SAW)   on   

Islamic   teachings.   Our discussion of the two hadiths shall involve 

commentary and the lessons derived from each of them. This 

however shall be done after the presentation of the Arabic texts of 

the hadiths, their translations as well as their commentaries. 

 
2.0     OBJECTIVES 

 
At the end of this unit, you should be able 

to: 
 
 

read the Arabic texts of hadiths one and two fluently and 

translate them into the English language 
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discuss the commentary on each of the hadiths and give the 

moral lessons contained there in. 

 
3.0     MAIN CONTENT 

 
3.1     Hadiths One and Two 

 
3.1.1  Hadith 1: Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons 

ول  ا         ا  
  ا  %$ #  أ   !          ا    ب ر   الله    ،   ل: * ,+ ر*(ل الله )'&
    أ$#
2     56 ا$  ئ $  2(ى. ;   : 2+ ھ=    >  إ & الله وإ    و*'/ .-(ل: ( إ2   ا9    ل         # ت 

 الله  '#

أة . 6@? ;?=    >  إ & أو ا$     ?B#C.  #2D        <    =و$  : 2+ ھ    )* ور    ;?=    >  إ & الله 

)* ور

mailto:@6
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#/     ا    H# ة    اھ رواه إ$ $  ا     @FD#   أ (        DB الله  $@   D     إ*   #5     إ      إ #  ). 

E ير $  ھ)  M#  ي ا #N- ا /'M$    ا @= ج    /'M$  #M@ وأ ( ا  ا =,  ، [ر /:1] 

ري   B دز   ا    
.Q  C ا RS6 ا T(ھ   أ   .P' [ر / :1907] ر      الله   ?   ;  )@#@#?   ا 

 

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

One 
 

From the commander of faithfuls; Abu Hafs Umar b. al-Khaṭṭāb 

who said “I heard the Apostle of God say: “actions are but by 

intention and each  man  will receive  only according  to what he 

intended.  Thus  he whose migration (from Mecca to Medina) was 

for the sake of God and His Prophet, his reward will be for the 

sake of God and His Prophet. And he whose migration was for 

the sake of worldly benefit or for a wife he might marry, his 

migration will be (rewarded according to that) for the sake of 

which he migrated” 

 
This hadith was related by both Bukhari and Muslim in their (books 

called) Sahih which are the soundest collections ever made. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

This hadith shows the central position occupied by man’s heart in 

whatever he says or does. It is the source of man’s thought before 

such thought is transformed into action. Since man is born with 

the freedom of  will,  it  is  normal  that  whatever  comes  out  of  

his  mind  is  true reflection of his deeds. It is in this respect that the 

Prophet of Allah had said that man’s action shall be judged by his 

intention. The emphasis placed on the intention was great that two 

fundamental institutions viz. Hijrah and marriage were made as its 

reference points. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

mailto:@$
mailto:#@
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Following are some of the lessons that can be derived from the 

hadith: 

 
1.        It shows that intention always preceeds 

actions. 

2.        It teaches that man should always make his intention 

good 

3.        It also teaches that, man should remember Allah in 

whatever he does. 

4.        Man should always expect reward for any work done with 

good intention. 

5.        The hadith also teaches that God sees and knows everything 

even if it is hidden in his mind.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXECISE 4 
 

Intention  is  the  parameter  for  measuring  man’s  action  and  

inaction. Discuss. 
 

3.2.2 Hadith Two Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons 
 
 ا         ا     

الله )'& الله  '#  و*'/         ر   الله     أ.W ،   ل: (  #    E  @2'(س   D ر*(ل 
،   M ا   Fى  '#  أ . ^ ،  ,N دا ا)* D.D_ ،ض ا `# ب #    D.D_ 5Eر  #'  Z'م، ذإ ط). 
تاذ
Z    وو  #SB:إ & ر  #SB:ر D  *b; /'*الله  '#   و   '(  B    إ & ا c'E 
&S! 

.D!و^ ., ;   $   أ

الله )'& الله  '#   و*'/:    '& ; P. ، و  ل: ".   $@   D أBf    2          اd*eم". ;- ل ر*(ل 

أون $@ Dا ر*(ل الله و>-#/ ا dCة و>%>   ا i: ة و>C(م :  # ^ الله  ـإ    ◌ ^ إ  أن  D?N< 

أن (اd*eم 
 ن و>@l ا B#+ نإ ا*S ,+ إ #  *d#B).   ل: )bM. ،     B=,; .+ D   و.DC     ل:

W$ر
*'  او #(م اfm  و>%$     -Dر ور    BS:و  S6nd$و o     $%< أن           اe.  ن.   ل: 

2    Bfb; 

، ;pن  / >6  اه  <  q2b: الله DB,< أن  ه.   ل: )D +.   ل: ;Bfb    2     اM!e ن.   ل: 

 f# ه و_

ول    ?       b  '/  $   ا 5n M"   ل: %M  ل: "$  ا   .Q  M 2         ا    Bfb;  :ل   . اك   .   

2p;  اه اة ا ,   Q ر   ء ا N ء >   أون   > ى ا @  ة ا ,    ، ?S ا9م ر D'<  أن >? .   ل: "  را            أ$ 

2    Bfb; 5؟"  '+: "اللهn M ير $   اD<ل:".       أ   /F ، #'$ +`B'; ،u'  2ا /F "ن #  B ا   

 .S   و (ن ;
   أ  '/".   ل: ;BE  2p .5، أ> :/ .,' 6/ د. 6/" ) هاور $M'/ [ر / : 8].
 رو*(

 

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

Two 
 

From ‘Umar who said: “while we were one day sitting with the 

Apostle of God, there appeared before us a man with a very white 

garment and very black hair. There was no trace of journeying 

(traveling from somewhere) visible on him and none of us knew 

him. He sat down close by the Prophet, rested his knees against 

his (Prophet), put his palms on his thighs, and said: “O 

Muhammad; tell me about Islam”. The Apostle of God said: 

mailto:@2
mailto:@$
mailto:@$
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“Islam is that you should testify that there is no deity save God and 

Muhammad is His Apostle, that you should say the prayers, give  

out charity, fast during Ramadan and pay the House of God (that is 

in Mecca) visit, if you have a way to do so. He said “You have 

spoken truly” We were astonished at his thus questioning him 

and telling him that  he  was  right  (but  he  went  on  say):  “Tell  

me  about  faith”. Muhammad answered:” ‘‘It is that you should 

believe in God and His Angles and His books and His messenger 

and in the last Day and that you should believe in the decreeing of 

both good and evil”. He said “you have spoken truly”. Then he 

said: “Tell me about best behavior”. Muhammad answered: “It is 

that you should serve God as though you could see Him, for 

though you cannot see Him yet He sees you”. He said, “Tell me 

about the hour”. Muhammad said: “About that, the one questioned 

knows no more than the questioner”. So he said “Tell me about 

the signs thereof (that is, of its coming)”. Muhammad said “They 

are that the slave girl will give birth to her mistress, that you 

will see
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barefooted  ones,  the  naked,  and  the  destitute  (the  poor  ones)  

the herdsmen of the sheep building arrogantly high houses”. 
There upon he (the man) went off (vanished, disappeared). I 
waited a 

while,  and then  the Prophet  said “O ‘Umar,  do you know  who  

that was?” I replied: “God and His Apostle know better”, he said 

“that was Angel Jubril (Gabriel): he came to teach you your 

religion.” Muslim relates this. 
 

Commentar

y 
 

This hadith discusses the interaction between the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad and Arch Angel Jubril. The interaction which took 

place in the presence of the Prophet’s companions deals essentially 

with the fundamentals  of  Islam  covering  three  major  areas  viz:  

Imān  (faith) Ibādah (worship) and Ihsān (good deed). The 

reconfirmation of these fundamentals which have already been 

expressed in the Holy Qur’an shows the importance attached to 

them by Allah. The importance is also reflected  in the  appearance  

of the Arch Angel  in human  form.  This appearance  also  

indicates  the  divine  power  of  Allah  to  use  various means in 

sending his message to mankind. In addition, confirmation of the 

Prophet’s response by Jubril is also a divine teaching. 
 

Lesson

s 
 

Following are some of the lessons derivable from the 

hadith 
 

1.        Goodness (Ihsān), which is the complete submission to 

Allah, is essential in any form of worship. 

2.        Cleanliness in the body and appearance is highly essential in 

our daily activities. 

3.        Knowledge of Islamic Religion can be acquired from those 

who know it well. 

4.        It shows the importance of the five Islamic principles 

otherwise known as the five pillars of Islam. 
5.        A human being should not be elevated to the status of 
divinity. 
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6.        One should only ask good and relevant 

questions. 

7.        One should only answer the questions within his 

knowledge. 

8.        It teaches some of the signs indicating the closeness of the 

end of life 

9.        It teaches that visitors should be accorded respect and 

honour as they may be of help and source of blessing. 

10.      The  visit  of  the  Angel  in  the  presence  of  the  

companions, comfirmed the Prophethood of Prophet 

Muhammad. 

11.      Obedience and patience of the companion of Prophet during 

the dialogue between him (Muhammad) and Angel Jubril 

should be emulated.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 5 
 

Appraise  the  fundamentals  of  Islam  as  contained  in  the  

discussions between the Holy Prophet and Angel Jubril. 

 
4.0     CONCLUSION 

 
One of the ideal teachings of Islam as espoused by the Prophet in 

hadith one is that man should have good intention. Apart from 

the fact that action shall be judged according to one’s intention it is 

also to one’s benefit that whatever he does with good intention will 

be rewarded accordingly.    Conversely,  if his intention  is bad,  he 

equally gets his share.  In  the  same  vein,  the  knowledge  of  

Islam  is  significant  for thorough understanding  of the religion.  

As shown in hadith two, the appearance of Arch-Angel Jubril did 

not only confirm the divinity of Islam but it also indicates the 

genuineness of the faith. 

 
5.0     SUMMARY 

 
 

Action is judged by one’s intention. 

Man’s intention therefore should tend towards 

good. There is reward for good intention and 

good work. 

Arch-Angel Jubril came to the Prophet to give some teachings 
on 
Islam. 

The  teachings  involve  interaction  between  him  and  

Prophet 

Muhammad while the Prophet’s companions listened. 

Those  teachings  revolve  round  the  meaning  of  Islam,  

faith 

(iman), good behavior, the end of the world and its sign. 

The  Prophet  answered  all  the  questions  posed  by  the  

Angel intelligently. 

Upon his disappearance, the Prophet introduced him   as 

Angel 

Jubril to his companions. 

 

6.0     TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGMENT 
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1.        Relate the role of niyyah on the actions of a 

man. 

2.        What is the significance of Arch-Angel Jubril’s visit to 

Prophet 

Muhammad as contained in the Hadith 2?
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1.0     INTRODUCTION 

 
Four hadiths i.e. hadiths three, four, five & six shall be studied 

in this unit. Hadith three contains the apostolic tradition on the five 

pillars of Islam, while the next one deals with the creation of 

man. Innovation is the major theme of hadith five and finally 

hadith six is on the lawful and prohibitive act. As usual, major areas 

of study shall include the text, translation, commentary, and 

lessons. 

 
2.0     OBJECTIVES 

 
At the end of this unit, you should be able 

to: 
 
 

read all the hadith texts fluently 

translate them into English Language 
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discuss their commentaries 

extensively give the moral lessons 

contained therein describe the 

uniqueness of each of them.
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3.0     MAIN CONTENT 
 

3.1     Hadiths 3, 4, 5 and 6 
 

3.1.1  Hadith 3 Text, Translation, Commentary and Lesson 
 
 

         ا     

                DB ا !                 DB الله                 ا      ب ر       الله    ?  ،   ل: * ,+ ر*(ل الله ا

*(ل   أ ار  D @$ أون أن ^ إ ـ  إ^ الله  دة   ?_ :c f &'  مd*eو*'/ .-(ل: (       ا   

اوره ا  B   ير [ر / : 8] )'& الله  '# .S ء ا i: ة،  و!l ا B#+،  و)(م ر$W ن )  وإ   

إو  م ا dCة،  الله، 
 و$M'/ [ر / : 16].

 

Translatio

n 
 

Hadiths 

Three 
 

From Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman ‘Abdullah the son of ‘Umar bn al-

Khaṭṭab who said: “I heard the Apostle of God say: ‘Islam has 

been built upon five things: testifying that there is only one God 

and that Prophet Muhammad is His Apostle; saying the prayer; 

giving legal alms; pilgrimage  to  the  House  (that  is,  in  Mecca);  

and  fasting  during Ramadan,” both Bukhari and Muslim relate to 

this. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

This tradition teaches us about five pillars on which Islam rests. It 

starts with the belief in oneness of Allah and Muhammad (S.A.W) 

His messenger  and  to  be  praying   five  times  daily.  It  also  

includes, embarking on pilgrimage to Mecca if one has the means, 

and fasting during the month of Ramadan. The hadiths emphasises 

this basic belief and worship, which a Muslim must abide by both 

in words and in deeds. To neglect any of the pillars intentionally 

will definitely invalidate one’s Islam. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

mailto:@$
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The following lessons are derivable from the above 

Hadith: 

 
1.        It teaches us about the five pillars of 

Islam. 

2.        It points out the facts that the five pillars must be 

maintained in other that one’s religion will be sound and 

complete. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 1 
 

List the five pillars of Islam and comment on their 

importance.
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3.1.2  Hadith 4     Text, Translation, Commentary and Lesson 
 
 
 ا         ا  ا  

    DB ا  !    DB الله    $M,(د ر   الله    ،   ل: !FD   ر*(ل الله )'  الله  '# 

    أ

/F ،Q  2    $).  #, أر إن أ!f Z  =. /:D'-  ;            أ$   دق ا  DCقو - : (   C ا ) وھ  – 

 و*'/

، و.%$  وح   '-Q $`5 ذ F ،q/ .6(ن $QHW $`5 ذ F ،q/ .  *5 إ #  ا  'y  #; ،q ;#  ا  

 .6(ن

/:D!إن أ أم *,#D؛ ;(الله ا Pي ^ إ ـ  z# ه  E' ، و  ' ، و_-   وأ رز  ،   RS6  :ت  ': 

Z رb  

5 أھ ، ;#uBM  '#  ا S6 ب ;#, 5  , 5  ذراع 5 ا = S! Q& $  .6(ن  #   و # ?  إ^  أھ  5 ,  

5 ,#  

 #'  uBM#; ذراع 5 ا  ر !S    $  .6(ن    #   و  # ?  إ^  أھ  5 , 5 ,#  /:D!إون أ  . ?'fD#; 

 ا  ر
 ب ;#, 5 , 5 ھأ5 ا = fD#; Q'?  ) هاور ا  B   ير [ر / : 3208] و$M'/ [ر / : 2643].
S6 ا 

 

Translatio

n 

 
Hadith 

Four 
 

From Abu Abdur-Rahman ‘Abdullah b. Mas’ud who said: “The 

Apostle of God who is trustworthy and one who is considered to 

speak veraciously, reported to us saying: ‘verily the creation of any 

one of you takes place when he is assembled in his mother’s 

womb; for forty days (he is) a drop, then he becomes a clot, in the 

same way, and then in the same way a mass. Then an angel is sent 

to him who breathes the spirit into him. Four words of commands 

are given (to the angel), namely that he writes down his fortune, 

his life-span, his work, and weather he will be among the 

wretched or the happy ones. By God, besides whom there is  no  

other  god,  one  of  you  may  work  the  works  of  the  people  of 

paradise till there is naught but an arm’s length between him 

and it, when that which has been written will overtake him so that 

he works the work of the people of hell fire and he enters it; and 

one of you may work the works of the people of the hell fire till 

there is naught but an arm’s length  between  him  and  it,  when  

that  which  has  been  written  will overtake him so that he works 
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the work of the people of paradise and he enters it’.” Both Bukhari 

and Muslim relate this. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

Belief in predestination is one of the articles of faith in Islam. It 

denotes the belief that anything that happens to us in this life 

whether good or bad has been pre-decreed and that nothing can 

happen without the fore- knowledge of Almighty Allah. 
 

However, it is very wrong to hold the idea that since our fate has 

been decided before our birth then there is no need for us to strive 

to live upright life. Going by some hadith of the holy Prophet 

(S.A.W.), it is firmly established that we must be steadfast in doing 

good. We must conduct ourselves according to the rules of Allah in 

conjunction with the Holy Qur’an and Sunnah of the Prophet. He 

who will enter paradise will



ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH 

19
19 19

19 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

find its work easy while it will be difficult for those who have been 

destined  to enter  hell  to do righteous  deeds.  The  resort  to 

scientific method of analysing the creation of man and the issue of 

predestination signifies the divine guidance in whatever the Prophet 

says or does. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the above 

hadith: 

 
1.        It exposes  the various  stages which the the formation  of 

man passes through in the womb for man to appreciate the 

unrivalled ability of Allah to do all things. 

2.        It teaches belief in predestination which is one of the 

fundamental principles of Islam. 

3.        It can be easily deduced from this tradition that forgiveness 

can nullify sins if only such sinner does not revisit the sins. 

4.        We must also learn to strive to be upright 

always. 

5.        We must believe in the day of Judgment when every man 

will be judged in accordance with what he or she did while 

on earth. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 2 
 

Assess your level of competence in memorisation by reading the 

Arabic text of the above hadith off-hand. 

 
3.1.3  Hadith 5     Text, Translation, Commentary and Lesson 

 
 
 ا         ا     

الله )'  الله  '#  و*'/ ( أم  DB الله   QNn ر   الله   ? ،    +:   ل ر*(ل   ا  %$ #  
أم     
ري [ر / : 2697]، و$M'/ [ر /    B  اوره ا  ;    أ$    2  ھPا $   #c $   ;?( در ). 

 $  أ!Dث
 :1718]. و;  اور.c#  d     5      $ ) :/'M   Q  '#   أ$    2  ;?( در ).

Translatio

n 
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Hadith 

Five 
 

On the authority of ‘A’isha (may Allah be pleased with her) who 

said: The messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: "One who 

introduces (something of his own) in our affairs (affairs of religion) 

which does not (really) belong to it (religion of Islam) is reprobate 

(censured, not welcomed,   rejected,   unwanted)".   Transmitted   

by   al-Bukhari   and Muslims. Another transmission by Muslims 

(says): "One who does a work  which  has  no  sanction  

(command)  from  us  (such  a  work)  is strongly condemned.
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Commentar

y 
 

This tradition warns us against innovation in Islam. That is nothing 

new should be added to the Islamic religion outside the brackets of 

what the Prophet brought from God. 

 
All  aspects  of  human  life  have  been  thoroughly  dealt  with  by  

the Qur’an. This does not allow anybody to attempt to change the 

laid down commands, instructions, dos and don'ts of Allah and His 

Prophet. This is because if something is added to or subtracted from 

the whole thing, it is no more its original self. So, no matter how 

learned and educated a Muslim may be, he should not try to 

change some fundamental aspects of Islam like say: the five daily 

prayers. 

 
Innovations which contradict the teaching of Islam are 

objectionable and prohibited. Such actions include slaughtering 

without mentioning the name of Allah, legalisation of usury and 

theft. 

 
It should be borne in mind however that new things which help a 

man to be a better being is not an innovation from the Islamic point 

of  view but it is part of an original intention of Islam. 

 
During  the  time  of  the  Prophet,  certain  things  had  not  come  

into existence or practice. They came into practice only after the 

Prophet had passed away and Islam had expanded beyond the 

borders of Arabia. As long as such practices do not sidetrack the 

basic objectives of Islamic tenets, they can not be regarded as 

innovations. For Example, the holy Qur’an was compiled into a 

book after the Prophet had passed away. So also there was no 

aeroplane and anti-cholera dose in the time of the Prophet.  These  

cannot  be  regarded  as  innovations  because  they  are meant to 

improve the welfare of mankind. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the above 

hadith: 
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1.        We should shun innovative practices which are not in line 

with the teachings of Islam. 

2.        Modern scientific innovations that are meant for the benefit 

of the 

Muslims are acceptable. 

3.        Translation of the Holy Qur'an and hadith into various 

languages which is a means of spreading the message of 

Islam should not be considered an innovation. 

4.        Using  of  loudspeaker   in  making  calls  to  prayer  does  

not constitute innovation of an objectionable type. 

5.        Tafsir programme broadcast on radio and television is 

acceptable in Islam.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3 
 

Explain the concept of innovation in the light of Islam. 

 
3.1.4  Hadith Six  Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons 

 
 
دس  ا         ا    
    أ    DB الله ا  ,  ن     N#  ر   الله   ?  ،   ل: * ,+ ر*(ل الله )'  الله  '# 
ام    #  ، و  # ?   أ$(ر $BSN? ت ^ .,' ?  :`#    $  إون ا @   إن ا @dل    #  ،   و*'/ .-(ل: ( 

، ام  ;   ا>-& ا BN? ت ;-D ا*BS  أ  D.   و         ، و$   و Z ;   ا BN? ت و Z ;   ا @ 

إون !  & الله ا  س، وإن  q'$ 56 ! &، أ^  أن . >Z ;# ، أ^   q_). &   @ ل ا)! &     

 :   ا     .

، ': DM= ا DM; تDM; إوذا  ، ': DM= ا T'( +@'( إذا  QHW$ DM= إون ;   ا  $@ ر$ ، أ^ 
 أ^ ھو   ا -'R) هاور ا  B   ير [ر / : 52] و$M'/ [ر / : 1599].
 

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

Six 
 

On the authority of an-Nu’mān ibn Bashīr (may Allah be pleased 

with him) who said: I heard the messenger of Allah (peace be upon 

him) saying: "Verily what is lawful is clear and what is 

prohibited is clear, and between them are ambiguous matters which 

are unknown to most of mankind. He who avoids ambiguities 

protects his religion and his fame. And he who falls in ambiguities 

may fall in what is prohibited. Just like a shepherd who draws 

near to a reserve but is afraid of entering into it. Lo! For every 

King is a reserve. Lo! Allah’s reserve is his prohibitions. Lo! There 

is indeed a lump of flesh in the body, if it is sound, the whole body 

is sound and if it decays, the whole body decays as well. Lo! It is 

indeed the heart". 

 
Transmitted by al-Bukhari and 

Muslim. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

mailto:@$
mailto:@$
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Abu Abdullah an-Nu‘man b. Bashir was the narrator of this hadith. 

He was  the  first  of  the  Ansār  to  be  borne  after  migration  of  

the  Holy Prophet from Makkah to Medinah. 
 

The injunctions, laws and rules have been laid down in Islam. There 

are certain things that are lawful (Halāl) and these are well known. 

Such things  include  all  good  actions  and  deeds  which  bring  

respect  and honour to a person.  Also known  are some  unlawful  

things (Harām). Such things include usury, adultery, sodomy, 

defamation, theft, intoxication and high way robbery e.t.c. God 

has given us the grace to be able to distinguish between the two 

through our rational thinking so that we could take only to those 

things that are Halāl.
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Furthermore, there are things which are ambiguous. They cannot be 

clearly categorised either to be lawful or unlawful. Such things 

include eating the flesh of a horse, roasted sausage and smoking. It 

is therefore, better for a Muslim to abstain from such ambiguous 

things. The Prophet also emphasised the importance of man’s 

heart as the control element that holds the body and which must be 

held pure by appealing only to halāl things and avoiding all that are 

harām. 
 

Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the above 

hadith: 
 

1.        We should learn to separate between things that are lawful 

and those that are not. We should embrace what is only 

thelawful ones. We should protect our heart from harām and 

things that are ambiguous. 

2.        The heart of a man should be considered the most 

important part of  the  body  and  therefore  should  be  

protected  from  being polluted. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 4 
 

Reflect on those things that are ambiguous in Islam and state the 

Islamic position on them. 
 

4.0     CONCLUSION 

Hadith three emphasises the five pillars of Islam as its bedrock. 

Abstinence or strict complaisance with any of them invalidates 

one’s 
devotion as an adherent of Islam. Furthermore, hadith four 
stresses the 
process of creation of man and the position of Islam on 

predestination which determines man’s consequential choice 

between a blissful life in paradise and serving punishment in hell. 

The central theme of the fifth hadith  bothers  on  innovation.  

While  the  Prophetic  theme  on  lawful things, the unlawful and 

those that are ambiguous are the major focus of the sixth hadith. 
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5.0     SUMMARY 
 

Hadith three discussed the five pillars of Islam viz: Faith, 

Prayer, Legal alms, holy pilgrimage to Makkah and fasting 

in the month of Ramadan. 

The issues of the creation of man and pre-destination form 

the central theme of hadith four. 

In hadith five, the Prophet is emphatic on the position of 

Islam on innovation as being forbidden on issues relating to 

fundamental aspects of Islam.
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Hadith six distinguished between things that are halāl and harām 

as well as those that are ambiguous. 

It however instructed a Muslim to always seek after those that are 

halāl and abstain from the harām. 

 

6.0     TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 
 

1.        Summarise the message contained in hadith three. 

2.        Enumerate the lessons that can be learnt from hadith four. 

3.        ‘Whosoever  introduces  into our affairs, something  which 

does not belong to it, (such a thing) is rejected.’ Discuss. 
4.        How would you relate the Prophetic view about human heart on 

the   Islamic   understanding   of   what   is   halāl,   harām   

and ambiguous? 
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1.0     INTRODUCTION 

 
This unit consists of four Prophetic traditions for detailed 

discussion. Beginning  from hadith seven which defines  religion  

as an advice,  it went  through  the  eighth  hadith  whose  major  

theme  centres  on  the security of the blood and property of those 

who proclaim the oneness of Allah  and  the  Prophethood  of  

Muhammad.   Hadith  nine  contains warning from the Prophet 

while Hadith ten emphasises things that are lawful. Each hadith 

discourse follows the same pattern of the text presentation, 

translation, commentary and lessons. 
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2.0     OBJECTIVES 
 

At the end of this unit, you should be able 

to: 
 
 

read all the hadith texts fluently 

translate them into English 

Language discuss the commentary 

extensively 

give the moral lessons contained therein 

describe the uniqueness of each of them.
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3.0     MAIN CONTENT 
 
 

3.1     Hadiths Seven, Eight, Nine and Ten 
 
 

3.1.1  Hadith      Seven:      Text,      Translation,      Translation, 

Commentary and Lesson 

 ا         ا     
 .D الله  '#  و*'/   ل: ( ا &'(  B  يرا ر   الله    ، نأ اD سوأ ا    /# < Q# ر   
   أ

رواه $M'/ [ر / :  ( /?S$  و   #   'M  ا Q   n9و ،  )*  و ،   S6 و ،o :؟   ل     : '  

.Q@#C  ا 
.[55

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

Seven 
 

From Abu Ruqayyah Tamīm ibn Aws ad-Dāri, who said: The 

Prophet Said’: Religion is good advice. We said: ‘Whose (advise)?’ 

and He answered: That of God and His Book and His Apostle, and 

Imams of the Muslims and generality of them" Muslim relates it. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

Nasīhah is an Arabic  word which  means  ‘advise’  or ‘counsel’.  

This hadith gives the definition of religion generally as an advice 

or counsel, to this extent, Islam as a religion can be defined as an 

advice. Further elaboration on this definition shows that mankind 

must have an unshakeable  belief  in  Allah  as  the  one  and  only  

God  is  worthy  of worship. Similarly, the advice given on His 

holy Book: the Qur’an is that Muslims  should believe in it as 

the divine guidance  from Allah which every Muslim is under 

obligation to follow. In the same vein, the family of the murdered 

man may forgive the murderer by taking a blood price. An apostate 

shall however be given three days within which to repent and come 

back to the fold of Islam otherwise he shall be due for execution. 

 
Lesson

s 

mailto:Q@#C
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The following lessons are derivable from the above 

hadith: 

 
1.        It teaches that religion is an 

advice. 

2.        Some articles of faith such as belief in the existence and 

oneness of Allah, His books and the Prophethood and 

Messengership of Muhammad (PBOH) are stressed for man 

to adopt. 

3.        We also learn that leaders' instructions must be obeyed as 

far as they are within the injunctions of Allah. 

4.        It also counsels us to be kind to the generality of 

Muslims.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1 
 

Read the above hadith very well to enhance its fluency. 

 
3.1.2  Hadith Eight        Text, Translation,   Commentary   and 

Lesson
 

 أ$ ت نأ أ  >5 ا  س
) 

 ا         ا     
       ر   الله   ?  ، نأ ر*(ل الله &') الله  '#  و*'/   ل:
   ا

ذا ;,'(ا p; ة؛  :i ة، و.%>(ا اdC ا ر*(ل الله، و.-# (ا اD @$ أون أن ^ إ   إ^ الله   

وا D?N. &S! ري    B  وراه ا $(ا ?/ إ^  @u  اd*eم، و!M ?/  '& الله >,  & )  وأ  / ءھ  

 ذ C   q (ا $     د$
 [ر /:25] و$M'/ [ر / : 22].
 

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

Eight 
 

From Ibn ‘Umar (relating) that the Apostle of God said: ‘I have 

been commanded to wage war on the people till they testify that 

there is only one God and that Muhammad is the Apostle of God, 

say the prayers and give alms. If they do that they have 

preserved  their blood and their property from me, save that to 

which Islam has a right (that is the lawful taxes), and their 

reckoning is with God, exalted be He.’’ Bukhari and Muslims relate 

it. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

This tradition emphasises observance of three out of the five pillars 

of Islam leaving out pilgrimage to Makkah and fasting during the 

month of Ramadan. The reason for this exception is that fasting is 

something of a private nature while pilgrimage is only compulsory 

on those who have the means. In a nutshell both fasting and 

pilgrimage are the fourth and fifth pillars of Islam respectively. 

 
The utmost important of Zakat in Islam is borne out by the fact that 

the Qur’an has mentioned Salat and Zakat together at about 32 

mailto:@$
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places as two of the foremost duties of the Muslims after the 

affirmation of faith. 

 
In Suratul-Tawbah, Allah, after expressing His displeasure with the 

idolaters, tells the Muslims that if they repent of their idolatrous 

creed and establish Salat and pay Zakat, they should be regarded as 

brethren in faith and should be accorded the same status in the 

society as other Muslims enjoy. “….if they repent even now, and 

establish Salat and pay Zakat dues, then they shall be your brethren 

in faith” (Q. 9:11). 

 
When some tribes, during the caliphate of Abu Bakri, refused to 

pay their zakat, he regarded it as an act of apostasy and declared: 

“if these
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people withhold even a kid from the zakat dues that they used to 

pay in the time of the Holy Prophet, I shall wage war against them” 

Umar was different with Abu Bakr and said: “How can you wage 

war against them when  they  profess  faith  in the Kalimat-

Shāhadah?  Has  not one who pronounces  Lah  ilaha  illa  Allah  

stand  secured?”  To  this  Abu  Bakr retorted firmly: By Allah, I 

shall certainly wage war against the people who discriminate 

between Salat and Zakat” (Bukhari,  Muslims). The affirmation  

of belief in the unity of Allah and messengership  of the 

Prophet, the observance of the prayers and the payment of Zakat 

are enough  signs  to  show  that  a  person  is  a  Muslim  whose  

blood  and property are saved from being shed or destroyed. His 

blood and property must also be well protected and guard against 

any assault. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the 

Hadith: 

 
1.        It shows the numerous tasks of Prophet Muhammad 

(PBOH). 

2.       Every Muslim shall make it a duty to dissuade people from 

worshipping other gods other than Allah. 

3.        Belief in Allah and messengership of Prophet, saying of 

prayers, and the giving  out of alms  will entitle  a 

Muslim’s  blood  and property to being well protected and 

guarded. 
4.        It is incumbent on all Muslims to sustain the legacies of 
Islam as 

taught by the Prophet. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 2 
 

Enumerate the lessons contained in hadith 

eight. 

 
3.1.2  Hadith 9 Text, Translation, commentary and lessons 
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 ا         ا  " ! 
   ھ . ة  DB ا  !      )   ر   الله    ،   ل: * ,+ ر*(ل الله )'& الله  '# 
    أ
 $    .P ا q'2    ھأp; ،/S, S*ا $    $  ا)<b;    /6< $ه، و$  أ)B SE ;      /6S#?2  $ ) :ل)-
و*'/ .
 ا  B   ير [ر / : 7288] ، و$M'/ [ر / :

وراه  

.(  /?n #B2أ &'  /?;dSfاو /?'n M$ 6/ :` ة'B  
[1337

 

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

Nine 
 

From Abu Hurayrah ‘Abdur-Rahman b. Sakhr who said: “I heard 

the Apostle of God say: what I have decleared forbidden to you, 

avoid; and what I have bidden you do, comply with as far as you 

are able. What destroyed those (peoples) before you was naught 

but the number of their
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questionings and their disagreements with their Prophets’ 

“Bukhari and 

Muslims relate to 

it. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

What matters most to a Muslim is Allah’s consciousness. This is 

what will guide any evil doing and enable him to partake in 

virtuous conducts to the extent of his capacity. 

 
This tradition stresses the importance of adhering to dos and don’ts 

of Almighty Allah. The Prophet further warns us to refrain from 

asking unnecessary  question. Question should only be asked to 

clarify issue rather than to query the authority of the Messenger or 

the authenticity of the message delivered. He (Prophet) then 

reminded the companion of the experience of the people before 

who earned the wrath of Allah for their disobedience to their 

Prophets and for asking a lot of unreasonable questions. Mention 

can easily be made of the people of Prophet Nuh, Musa and Isa 

(May the peace of Allah be upon them). 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the 

hadith: 

 
1.        It teaches us to refrain from evil 

conducts. 

2.        We are also advised to partake in righteous deeds as much 

as we can. 

3.        We are warned to do away from asking unreasonable 

Questions. 

4.        Question should be asked with good 

motives. 

5.        We should obey the Prophets of 

Allah. 

6.        We should avoid unislamic 

innovation. 
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SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 3 
 

Comment fully on the content of hadith 

nine. 

 
3.1.3  Hadith 10 Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons 

 
 ا         ا $ # 

R#إن الله >,  & ط الله )' الله    '#   و*'/: (      ھ . ة ر       الله     ،   ل:   ل ر*(ل 

وإن الله أ$   ا  %$  #         أ$       ا   *'#   ;- ل >,  &: { . أ.?  ا   *5 :'(ا   أ  ، B#ط 

 ^ .-5B إ^

رز  :/        #B ت او   '(ا )   @  }، و  ل >,  &: { . أ.?  ا P.    آ$ (ا :'(ا $  ط#B ت $  

ام $   ا ! و$ ,  !   رب   . ! رب   5E . #5 ا M   أ_,€ أD. D   .   Bzه إ & ا M  ء: .  

 }، F/ ذ:   ا

وراه $M'/ [ر / : 1015]. ام ;SM. &2b= ب   ؟.  ام وPzي      @    ! MB'$ام و  !   

N$و
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Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

10 
 

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) 

who said: The messenger of Allah (may Allah bless him and give 

him peace) said: indeed Allah is Good and does not accept but what 

is good. And certainly He has commanded  the believers  with 

what he had already commanded the messengers. The most high 

said (in the Qur’ran): O you messengers eat out of the good 

things and work righteously, and the Most High has also said (in 

the Qur’ran): O you who believe, eat of the good things which have 

been provided for you “then he (the Prophet) mentioned  a man 

who  makes  a long  journey,  appears  dishelved  and covered with 

dust, streching his hand towards the sky and saying:  Oh my 

Lord! Oh my Lord! But his food is unlawful, his drink is 

unlawful, his dress his unlawful and he is already fed with what 

is unlawful. So how could his prayer be accepted then?” Muslims 

related it. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

In this hadith, believers are warned against eating and drinking 

from sources considered forbidden and unlawful adding that we 

should only eat from good things that we have been provided with. 

The good things are generally referred to as Halāl. 

 
On  the  contrary,  the  prohibited  things  are  generally  referred  

to  as 

Harām

. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The     following     lessons     are     derivable     from     the     

hadith: 
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1.        Almighty Allah is 

good. 

2.        Allah does not accept anything that is not 

good. 

3.        Cleanliness is 

encouraged. 

4.        Food and drinks can be regarded as good (Tayyib) only if 

they are nourishing and not forbidden in Islam. 

5.        Devotional deed will be regarded as good (Tayyib) if it is 

done with full dedication to Allah. 

6.        Our means of livelihood should not conflict with the basic 

tenets and principles of Islam if we want the Almighty Allah 

to answer our supplications.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 4 
 

Write the Arabic text of hadith 10 and translate it to 

English. 

 
4.0     CONCLUSION 

 
Sincerity in religion strengthens the bond between God and those 

who worship Him. This consequently convinces mankind in his 

worship and calls for people to believe and worship Allah. It would 

also help man to abide  by  what  Allah  has  ordained  and  abstain  

from  what  He  has forbidden. This includes food, drinks and 

clothing. 

 
5.0     SUMMARY 

 
 

Hadith  seven  explains  that  religion  is  sincerity  to  Allah,  

His book, His message, leaders of the Muslims and their 

common folk 

Hadith eight shows the commitment of the Prophet to 

fighting in the way of Allah 

In hadith nine, man is admonished to avoid what is forbidden 

and do what is lawful. He should as avoid excessive 

questioning. 

All the teachings in all the hadith discussed above form the 

summary of hadith 10. 
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7.0      References/Further 

Reading 

 
1.0     INTRODUCTION 

 
In this unit, hadith six texts shall be discussed. These are Hadiths 

11 to 

16. The central theme of hadith 11 is that man should focus 

more on what he is sure of and leave those which he is doubtful 

about. Hadith 11 speaks about being certain in the practice of the 

basic criteria for identifying a good Muslim: non- interference in 

another man’s matter and wishing for others what one wishes for 

himself. In hadith 14, legal ruling on the condition for giving death 

penalty is the topical issue while in hadith 15 emphasis is laid on 

Islamic teachings that remind us that constant remembrance of 

Allah and the last day should be our guide in all our actions. The 

last hadith deals with counseling. All the hadiths
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shall  cover  usually  the  text,  translation,  commentary  and  

derivable lessons. 

 
2.0     OBJECTIVES 

 
At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 

 
 

read all the hadith texts fluently 

translate them into English 

language discuss the commentary 

extensively 

give the moral lessons contained 

therein describe the uniqueness of 

each of them. 

 
3.0     MAIN CONTENT 

 
3.1.1  Hadith 11   Text,    Transliteration,    Commentary    and 

Lessons 
 
دي &%   ا         ا    
 S2 @. ور الله )'& الله  '#  و*'/      أ   $@ D ا @M      '&    أ   ط  B* R• ر*(ل 
الله )'& الله  '#   و*'/: ( عد $  . .qB إ & $  ^  ر       الله    ?  ،   ل: ! ‚+ $   ر*(ل 

 M! €.D! :يP$ S [ر / : 5711]، و  ل ا   n M   ي [ر / : 2520]، اوP$ S  رواه ا  .( qB. . 
.T#@( 

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

11 
 

From Abu Muhammad al-Hasan, bn Ali bn Abi Tālib, the 

grandson of the Messenger of Allah (may Allah bless him and 

give him peace) and the child of his daughter (may Allah be 

pleased with them) who said: I memorised from the Messenger of 

Allah (may Allah bless him and give him peace) “Leave what 

keeps you in doubt for that which does not keep you in doubt” 

Related by Tirmidhi and Nasai 

 
Commentar

y 

mailto:@$


ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH 

31
31 31

31 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
In some matters of religion, opinions can be different. Once 

opinions conflict, there is a doubt. Islam believes that when we 

are in doubt on the validity of any religious matter, such matter 

should be dropped while we turn to those that we are sure about so 

as to avoid pitfalls and errors.
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Lessons 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the hadith: 

 
1.        The   religion   of   Islam   is   built   on   proper   knowledge   

and understanding. 
2.        Doubtful issues should be avoided. 

 

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1 
 

Translate the above hadith into English. 

 
3.1.2  Hadith 12 Text, Translation, Commentary and Lesson 

 
 ا         ا            &% 

   ھ . ة ر   الله    ،   ل:   ل ر*(ل الله &') الله  '#  و*'/: ( $  !M  إ*dم
   أ

اوره ا P$ Sي [ر / : 2318] ا     $ E  [ر / :  ،  M!  €.D!  

.( 

 #  ,.  ̂  ا    ء    > :    $  
.[3976

 

Translatio

n 
 

From Abu Hurayrah who said: “The Apostle of God said: ‘One of 

the excellence of a man’s religion is his leaving alone things which 

are no concern of his.” A good Tradition; Tirmidhi and others 

relate it thus. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

This tradition centers on interference in other people’s affairs, 

which are of no concern to us. We are therefore, seriously warned 

to abstain from such  act  as  its  abstinence  is  one  of  the  

prerequisites  of  our  being Muslims. 
 

If we have not been invited to partake in an affair or issue, we need 

not interfere or interrupt in order not to earn ourselves disgrace and 

embarrassment. To this end, leaving alone what does not concern 

us is the best way to live peacefully with people in the society. 
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Lesson

s 
 

The Following Lessons are Derivable from the 

hadith: 
 

1.        We are taught not to interfere in anything that is of no 

concern to us. 

2.        Interference in other people’s affairs only leads to 

disgrace and embarrassment. 
3.        Part of our being Muslims or believers is by adhering 
strictly to 

this tradition.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2 
 

How would you relate the above hadith to happenings in our 

society today? 

 
3.1.3  Hadith 13 Text Translation, Commentary and Lessons 

 
 ا         ا            &% 

 B  الله )'& الله  '#  و*'/،    ا     أ   ! iة أq  $    c2 ر   الله    ، f مد ر*(ل 
رواه ا  B   ير  .(  M         B@.  $   #f9 R@.  S! ك◌مD!أ  $%. ^ ) :الله  '#   و*'/   ل   '( 

 [ر / : 13]، و$M'/ [ر / : 45].

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

13 
 

From Abu Hamzah, Anas bn Malik (May Allah be with him) 

who was the servant of the messenger of Allah, may the peace and 

blessings of Allah be upon him, who said, relating from the 

Prophet, may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, that he 

said: “None of you believes till he wishes for his brother what he 

wishes for himself”. 

Bukhari and Muslim related 

it. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

Islam considers the idea of universal peace and brotherhood as a 

very important one. In this hadith, we are enjoined to regard 

every believer not only as our brother, but also as our keeper. We 

must be sensitive to his feelings and display equal degree of 

understanding and peaceful co- existence toward him. We must do 

unto him what we want others to do unto us. This hadith is an 

indication to the fact that mankind have a common progenitor, 

Adam, hence we are all brothers. And that good conduct is not 

only important among members of the same family but also 

among nations of the world. This is a right step towards universal 

peace and fraternity. 
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Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the 

hadith: 

 
1.        The faith of any Muslim is incomplete if his heart is not 

free of grudge and evil thought against his fellow brother. 

2.        A good Muslim should love everyone around 

him. 

3.        We should do unto others, as we would like others do 

unto us. 

4.        When others offend us, we should have forgiving 

spirit.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3 
 

Translate hadith 13 into English. 

 
3.1.4 Hadith 14 Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons 

 
ا           ا      &% 

ءىا  دم ا$   الله )'& الله  '#   و*'/: ( ^ .@5     $M,(د ر       الله     ،   ل:   ل ر*(ل 

وأن $@ Dا ر*(ل الله ] إ^  D!pي dFث: ا `#R ا iا2  ، او   c   ا أن ^ إ   إ^ الله،   

D?N. ] /'M$

  و$M'/ [ر / :

،[6878 

اوره ا  B   ير [ر / :  .(  Q   ='   رق رك   D.    او      S او  ،c      
.[1676

 

Translatio

n 

 
Hadith 

14 
 

On the authority of Ibn Mas’ūd (may Allah be pleased with him) 

who said: the messenger  of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 

“shedding  a Muslim’s blood is not permissible except in three 

cases: married persons committing adultery, life for life, and 

leaving this religion and causing what can split the society.’’ 

transmitted by al-Bukhari and Muslim. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

Under the Islamic law, subjecting a person to capital punishment is 

only permissible in three cases viz: adultery, murder and apostasy. 

Thus, anybody  who  does  not  commit  any of these  offences  

should  not  be killed in such a way. 
 

Moreso, before the case of adultery could be well established, 

there is the need for provision of four witnesses whose integrity 

should not be doubtful. This is somehow very rare to happen and 

the more reason why Shariah  recommends  that  any married  man  

or woman  who  commits adultery to the extent that four honest 

mailto:@$


ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH 

35
35 35

35 

 
 
 

 
 
 

people can stand against them as witnesses should be stoned to 

death. 

 
Furthermore, any Muslim who kills a fellow Muslim must also be 

killed to uphold justice. In fact this cannot be done unilaterally. A 

laid down procedure must be followed as for example proving 

beyond reasonable doubt in the law court that he had actually  

committed such offence. Also, capital punishment  for anybody  

who deliberately  withdraws  or secedes from Islam is legal in 

Islam. It should be reasonably realised that such person will 

constitute a dangerous threat to Islam in particular and the entire 

community in general. 

 
Lesson

s
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The following lessons are derivable from the hadith: 
 

1.        We should not kill our fellow brothers indiscriminately. 

2.        We should note that all the three offences are capital in 

nature and therefore attract capital punishment. 
3.        We must shun all acts that would cause the death of others. 
4.        The family of the murdered person may forgive the murderer 

by taking a blood wit if they so wish. 

5.        An apostate shall however be given three days within 

which to repent and come back to the fold of Islam otherwise 

he shall be executed. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4 

 
Discuss the lessons contained in hadith 14. 

 
3.1.5  Hadith 15 Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons 

 
 

 ا         ا                &% 
الله )'  الله  '#  و*'/   ل: أن ر*(ل      أ   ھ . ة ر   الله    ، 

 fmاو #(م ا o     $%. و$  : ن ،+ C#  أو وا #(م اf 5-#';  fm#  ا   o     $%. ن :  $ ) 

اوره ا  B   ير [ر / : 6018]،  ;'#6  م E ھر، و$  : ن .%$     o او #(م اfm  ;'#6 م         #   ). 
 و$M'/ [ر / : 47].

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

15 
 

From Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, who reported 

that the messenger of Allah, may the peace and blessing of Allah 

be upon him, said: “(let him) who believes in Allah and in the 

last day either speak good or be silent, and (let him) who believes 

in Allah and the last day honour his neighbors, and (let him) who 

believes in Allah and in the last day honour his guest.” 

Bukhari and Muslim related 

it. 

 
Commentar

y 
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We understand from this tradition that we must struggle to say what 

is good. Islam discourages loose and thoughtless discussion. The 

consequences of too much talk are gravious. It may lead to violence 

and chaos in the society. A Muslim is expected to leave in peace 

within and outside  his  neighbourhood.  It  is  unbecoming  of  a  

Muslim  to  cause harvoc and threat within the society. 

Therefore, any speech or action that can cause disaffection and 

engineer malice should be discouraged and  avoided.  Finally  the  

tradition  calls  for  kindness  and  hospitality
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towards guest. It is bad attitude to look down on or be careless to a 

stranger that pays us a visit because we may not be in position to 

know the personality of such a visitor. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the 

hadith: 
 

1.        We should use decent expression which is part of faith in 

Islam. 

2.        Vulgar language should be 

avoided. 

3.        We  should  love  our  neighbours  and  be  generous  to  

them  as generosity is part of Islamic faith. 

4.        We should be generous to our guests and treat them 

well. 

 
SELF-ASSESMENT 

EXERCISE 5 
 

Give a concise comment to hadith 

15. 

 
3.1.6  Hadith 16 Text, Translation, Commentary, and Lessons 

 
دس &%   ا         ا    

)  .   ل: ( ^ أو أن رdE   ل  ' ◌   )'  الله  '#  و*'/:     ھ . ة ر   الله    ، 

    أ
 >RWH ) ;  دد $  ارا،   ل: ( ^ >RWH ). هاور ا  B   ير [ر / : 6116].
 

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

16 
 

From Abu Hurayrah, may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him, 

who related that a man said to the Prophet, may the peace and 

blessing of Allah be upon him: “admonish me”. He (the Prophet) 

said: “Do not get angry” He (the man) then repeated the request 



ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH 

39
39 39

39 

 
 
 

 
 
 

several times (but the Prophet) said: “Do not get angry” Al-Bukhari 

related it. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

This hadith advises against anger. If we consider the number of 

times the Prophet advised one of his companion not to be angry, we 

should see that the advice against anger is very emphatic. 

 
In one moment of anger, man losses his sense of balance and 

control and does a lot of things he dares not do under normal 

circumstance. 

The result of anger may come in form of violence, quarrel and 

verbal attacks and in process, serious sins are committed by man. 

This hadith wants us to see anger as an enemy of man. So, we must 

seek caution and suppress our emotion in the face of provocation – 

slight or utter.
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Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the 

hadith: 

 
1.        Anger should be controlled in any 

circumstance. 

2.        Through anger, man losses his sense of discretion and this 

may lead   him to doing worse things or comitting more 

gravious sins. 
3.        Uncontrolled anger begets regrets in private, public and 
religious 

lives. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 6 
 

Assess your level of fluency in reading the Arabic text of 

hadith 16. 

 
4.0     CONCLUSION 

 
Our closer look at all the hadiths discussed in this unit, just like 

others, will show those basic guidelines that would make life 

worth living for man if followed. All the hadiths which primarily 

address the Muslims are also important for all human beings 

irrespective of religion, sex or race. They form the fundamental 

recipes for a peaceful and orderly society. 

 
5.0     SUMMARY 

 
The major theme of hadith 11 is that a Muslim must leave 

those acts in which he is doubtful and embrace those in 

which there is no doubt expecially on matters that have to do 

with religion. Hadith 12 stresses that one of the best 

determinants of man’s religious  value is to abstain from 

interfering  in another  man’s affairs. 
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Hadith 13 states that man’s belief can adequately be 

measured when he wishes for others what he wishes for 

himself. 

Hadith  14  gives  the  conditions  under  which  a  man  may  

face capital punishment: a married man who commits 

adultery, a man who kills another man unjustly and one who 

renounces his Islam and thereafter causes evils in the society. 

Hadith 15 teaches etiquettes in speech, good neighbourliness 

and hospitality to guest. 

Hadith 16 is emphatic in its warning to mankind to shun anger.
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6.0     TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 
 

Write the Arabic text of hadith 11 and comment fully on it. 
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1.0     INTRODUCTION 
 

Four hadith texts shall be studied in this unit. These are hadith 17, 

18, 19 and 20. Hadith 17 provides the etiquettes in killing; hadith 

18 discusses the issue of reciprocity while hadith 19 focuses on the 

teachings of Islam that remind man about predestination. The last 

hadith in this unit (hadith 
20) talks about the need for man to maintain decorum in 
whatever he 
does so as to avoid being shamed. As usual, the text of each 

hadith, its translation, commentary and shall be included. 

 
2.0     OBJECTIVES 

 
 

At the end of this unit, you should be able 

to: 
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read all the hadith texts 

fluently translate them into 

English 

discuss the commentary extensively 

give the moral lessons contained 

therein describe the uniqueness of 

each of them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.0      MAIN 

CONTENT
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3.1      Hadiths 17, 18, 19 and 20 
 

3.1.1  Hadith 17 Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons 
 
 

 ا         ا             &% 

إن الله أوس ر       الله      ،       ا  *(ل )'& الله  '#   و*'/   ل: (  اد      D_ &',.   

ذإوا ذ @M!b;  /S (ا ا Q@ P، و #@D   أ  ،Q'S- ا ا) M!b;  /S'S   ذا p;  ،ن   '& :5 _  ء 

M!eا  RS: 
 _       > ، و #  ح ذ #@S  ). هاور $M'/ [ ر / : 1955 ].
/:D!أ 

 

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

17 
 

From Abu Ya‘lā shaddād ibn Aws may Allah be pleased with him, 

who related from the Messenger of Allah, may the peace and 

blessings of Allah  be  upon  him,  who  said “Surely  Allah  has  

prescribed  the  best bahaviour with regard to everything. 

Therefore, if you kill, make it a good killing, if you slaughter 

make it a good slaughter, and let each one of you sharpen the edge 

of his knife properly and make the slaughtered die easily. 

 
Muslim related 

it. 

 

Commentar

y 
 

This hadith explains the limits of punishment in Islam. According 

to it, we should be sober, considerate and compassionate in the 

execution of punishment against offenders. Of course, this does not 

mean that culprits must go scot-free. On the contrary, this hadith 

wants punishment to be neatly carried out so as not to expose the 

offenders to severe sufferings before death. For example, armed 

robbers, rapists, and fornicators do not deserve mercy. Yet their 

killings must be good. Similarly, compassion should be extended 

towards animals due for slaughter. The edge of the knife with 

mailto:D@
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which it would be slaughtered must be sharpened to enable the 

animal die quickly. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the 

hadith: 
 

1.        Allah has enjoined good behavior concerning 

everything. 

2.        Justice needs to be tempered with sympathy and 

kindness. 

3.        Lawful animals should be slaughtered quickly with sharp 

knife so that the animal slaughtered will not be made to 

suffer. 

SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 1



ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH 

48
48 48

48 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Assess your level of your fluency in hadith 17 by reading the 

Arabic text very well. 

 
3.1.2  Hadith 18   Text, Translation, Commentary and Lesons 

 
 

ا                     &% 

لا  ، أو                DB ا !   $, ذ    5BE ر       الله    ?  ،      ا  *( دة  E     بD E ذر     

  '#   و*'/   ل: ( ا>u الله !#`   : +، أو>ZB ا Qƒ#M ا  @Q  M > @? ، وu  f ا  س   'u   أ

 )'& الله
.T#@(  M! :yM  و;   ,„ ا ،  M! €.D! :ي [ر / : 1987] و لP$ S  هاور ا .(   M! 

 

Translatio

n 

 
Hadith 

18 
 

From Abu Dhari Jundub ibn Junāda and Abū ‘Abdul-Rahman, 

Mu‘ādh ibn Jabal, may Allah be pleased with both of them, relating 

from the messenger of Allah, may the peace and blessings of Allah 

be upon him, who said: “Fear Allah wherever you may be, and 

follow the evil deed with the good deed so that it may erase it, and 

treat people with good conduct. Tirmidhi related it. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

The fear of Allah means carrying out His injunctions and avoiding 

what He has forbidden. All human actions are open to Allah and 

nothing is hidden from Him. Our intention is an open secret, so also 

are our words and deeds. 

 
To be at peace with Allah, we must avoid evil deeds towards fellow 

human beings. We must never compensate evil with evil. Once an 

evil deed  is  done,  the  human  conscience  becomes  picked.  

Consequently, man  becomes  worried  and  asks  for  repentance.  

This  hadith  advises against misdeeds adding that the only 

condition for evil not to triumph is to compensate evil deed with 

good-deeds so that the ill-effects would be washed away. The Holy 

Qur’an says: 
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“The good deed and the bad deed are not equal, but repel evil deed 

with what is better, then he, between him and you there was enmity, 

will become as though he was a bossom friend”. (Chapter 41:34)
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Lessons 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the hadith: 

 
1.        We must fear Allah wherever we may be. Allah’s fear 

purifies the mind and soul. 
2.        Removing of evil acts with good deeds should be practised. 
3.        The wicked people can be changed for the better by being 

good and kind to them. 

4.        We should be of good behaviour to others. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2 

 
Translate hadith 18 to English language and state its lessons. 

 
3.1.3  Hadith 19   Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons 

 
 ا         ا  " !    &% 

   ا ,B س  DB الله     B س ر   الله   ?  ،   ل: : + f'… ا  B  )'  الله  '#  و*'/

    أ

+ b* إذا  ،qه >= ھD=< ا! † الله ،q‚ @. ت: ا! † الله  ': q  '  م! إ2   أdz  . ) :ل -; 

، $). 

أن .  ,(ك   N  ء  /  &'   +, SEا  ) Q$9أن  ا إوذا  ا*o      ,S* ; + ,S، او  '/   الله، 

وك إ^  N  ء    b* ; Dل   W. /  ء  N  وك   W. أن إون اSE ,(ا  '&   ،q  الله  BS: D    ء  

N  ^ك إ),  . 
€.D! :ي [ر / : 2516] و  لP$ S اوره ا  .( …@C ا + Eم، وd 9؛ ر;,+ اq#'  الله  
BS: 
.z Q#   ا P$ Sي : ( ا! † الله >=Dه أ$ $q، >,  ف إ & الله ;   ا f ء روا   )@#T. و;  

M! أن أن $  أb fك  / .qB#C#   6، و$  أ)  qƒ  #        6. /  q، او  '/     ا DNة، او  '/ 

; q;  ,. 
 ا Z$    C ا BC ، نأو ا   ج $Z ا 6  ب، نأو $Z ا ,M.  M ا ).

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

19 
 

From Abul ‘Abbas ‘AbdAllah b. ‘Abbas who said: “I was behind 

the Prophet when he said: ‘O young man, I will teach you some 

words (of wisdom). Hold fast onto God and you will find Him ever 

before you. If you need to ask, ask of God. If you must seek help, 

seek help from God. Know that even though the community should 

mailto:@C
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make a united effort to benefit you in any matter they would not 

benefit  you  aught save what God has prescribed for you, nor 

were they to make a united effort to harm you in any matter they 

would not harm you  aught save what God has prescribed for you. 

The pens have been lifted and the pages are dry’.” 

 
Tirmidihi relates this and says: “It is a good, genuine Tradition.” 

According to a line of transmission other than that of Tirmidhi (it 

reads) “Lay  fast  hold  on God  and you will  find  Him in front 

of you.  Get acquainted with God in days of ease and He will 

recognise you in days of distress. Know that what missed you 

could not have hit you, and what
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hit could not have missed you. Know that victory comes with 

patience 

(endurance), relief with anxiety, ease with 

hardship.” 

 
Commentar

y 
 

Abdullah ibn Abbas was a learned scholar. He was a cousin of the 

holy Prophet.  His life was full of piety  for Allah. Even the 

holy Prophet (S.A.W) established it that he was privileged to have 

seen Angel Jubril twice. He died in 687 C.E. 

 
This hadith is a torch-bearer of good deeds. It implores us to seek 

assistance from Allah alone and from nobody else. We are also 

urged to remember  Allah  during  the  time  of enjoyment  so that 

He will  have mercy on us in times of difficulties. Allah is the giver 

and the taker. 

 
We must bear in mind that nobody can be of any help to us or do us 

any harm. We need to know that only Allah possesses these 

qualities. Allah is the master-provider for those who are patient 

and have satisfaction with what He has provided for them. 

 
The tradition also points out the fact that anything that happens to 

us has been pre-decreed by Allah. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the 

hadith: 
 

1.        We seek for help only from 

Allah. 

2.        We must have the belief that nobody can be of help to us or 

do us evil unless it has been ordained by Allah. 

3.        We must remember Allah when the goings are 

good. 

4.        We must seek for Allah’s mercy when we are in 

hardship. 
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5.        We must believe that anything that befalls us in this life 

is our destiny. 

6.        We must exercise patience in the face of 

hardship. 

 

SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 3 
 

Comment on Hadith 19 and highlight on its 

lessons.
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3.1.4  Hadith 20   Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons 
 
 

ون ا          $% 

الله )' الله   ا    $M,(د  -QB        اC29 ير ا DBير ر    & الله         ل:   ل ر*(ل 

اوره   أ  .( +ƒ_  $ Z ( ; TSM< /  إذا دأرك ا   س $  :dم ا  B(ة ا9و &:  إن $     ) 

  '#  و*'/:
 ا  B   ير [ر / : 3483].
 

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

20 
 

From Abū Mas‘ūd ‘Uqba bn. ‘Amr al-Ansarī, who was one of 

those present  at  (the  battle  of)  Badr,  he  said:  “The  Apostle  of  

God  said: 

‘among the things that people comprehended from the words of the 

first prophecy *was the statement): ‘If it does not cause you to be 

ashamed, do whatever you wish’.” Bukhari relates it. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

Shyness is associated with shameful acts and shyness is part of 

faith. Shameful deeds, in all ramifications, must be done away 

with. If we can feel shy of shameful deeds, then we attain a greater 

level of faith. 

 
If a thing is forbidden by Allah, a Muslim must feel shy to venture 

into such act. Whereas, a Muslim should not fear men when 

carrying out a lawful act. This means that anything one wants to 

do which can not bring shame  or dent one’s  image  or damage  

one’s  reputation  or the reputation of one’s religion, one should 

not fear men. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The Following Lessons Are Derivable From The 

hadith: 
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1.        We should be ashamed of doing evil 

deeds. 

2.        We should not feel ashamed while carrying out lawful acts 

in the presence of men. 

3.        Our  actions  should  not  be  those  that  would  bring  a 

shameful consequence upon us. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 4 
 

Revise the Arabic text of hadith 20 to gain 

fluency. 
 
 
 
 

4.0     CONCLUSION
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The fear of Allah is fundamental in whatever a Muslim does. It 

makes him to be just, kind and considerate in his dealings with 

fellow human beings and animals particularly in the areas of 

killing and slaughtering. It makes a man to think always that it pays 

to do good even to those who do us evil and it helps man to 

always reflect on God as his protector whom alone he should 

thank in times of prosperity and to whom he should seek refuge 

in times of adversity. The same fear of Allah will make him hold 

himself from doing what brings him shame. For anyone who lacks 

the sense of decorum therefore cannot be said to be a good Muslim. 

 
5.0     SUMMARY 

 
Hadith   17   prescribed   the   best   behaviour   with   regard   

to everything. 

Hadith 18 admonishes Muslims to fear Allah wherever 

they are and that they should not pay back evil with evil, 

since good deed and evil deed are not equal. 

Hadith 19 teaches Muslims to rely only on Allah who can 

benefit and harm as man’s destiny has already been 

completed in him before he was born. 

The  hadith  in  another  transmission  emphasises  man’s 

acquaintance with God in every situation as he is ever ready 

to solve their problems. 

Hadith 20 states that we must do away with all shameful 

acts. 

 
6.0     TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

 
Hadith 18 emphasises the fear of Allah wherever one is. 

Translate this hadith and comment on its significance in the life of 

a Muslim. 
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UNIT 3       HADITH 21, 22 AND 23 
 

CONTENTS 
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2.0      Objectives 

3.0      Main Content 

3.1      Hadith 21, 22 and 

23 

3.1.1   Hadith 21:     Text,  Translation,  Commentary  and 

Lessons 
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Lessons 

3.1.3   Hadith 23:     Text,  Translation,  Commentary  and 
Lessons 

4.0      
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5.0      

Summary 

6.0      Tutor-Marked 

Assignment 

7.0      References/Further 

Reading 

 
1.0     INTRODUCTION 

 
This unit comprises of three hadith texts which are hadiths 21, 

22 and 

23. Hadith 21 deals with faith in Allah and standing firmly on that 

faith. Hadith 22 speaks on some aspects of Ibādah while hadith 23 

stresses the importance  of  purification,  supplications  and  aims.  

Discourse  will follow  the  traditional  method  involving  the  text,  

translation, commentary and lessons. 

 
2.0     OBJECTIVES 

 
At the end of this unit, you should be able 

to: 
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read all the hadith texts 

fluently translate them into 

English 

discuss their commentaries 

extensively give the moral lessons 

contained therein describe the 

uniqueness of each of them.
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3.0     MAIN CONTENT 
 

3.1     Hadiths 21, 22 and 23 
 

3.1.1  Hadith 21   Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons 
 
 

ون دياو  $%           ا    

لا  ة؛ *  # ن                   DB الله ا `-    ر       الله     ،   ل:  '+: .  ر*(            و #5 أ          

اوره   أ  .( /-S*ا /F ،o   + $5: آ  ) :ك؛   ل   #z اD!ل     أb*م (^ ^ أd*eا    ;     

 الله!  5
 $M'/ [ر / : 38].

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

21 
 

On the authority of Sufyan Ibn ‘Abdillah (May Allah be pleased 

with him) who said: “I said to the Prophet: O Messenger of Allah, 

tell me something in Islam concerning which I shall need to ask 

no one else.” The Prophet said: “Say, ‘I believe in Allah’. Then 

keep to the straight path.” Transmitted by a Muslim. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

This tradition is a reminder of the true way a Muslim should live in 

this life. The basic foundation in Islam is the belief in God. It is 

only when we have this belief that we will be able to abide by 

Allah’s rules and regulations,  that is, to do what He has 

ordained and strain ourselves from his prohibitions. 
 

Having done this, we must make sure we remain steadfast in our 

pronouncements.  No  compromise  must  be  entertained.  This  

further means that we must match our beliefs with actions. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the 

hadith: 

 



ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH 

52
52 52

52 

 
 
 

 
 
 

1.        Belief in Allah supercedes everything in 

Islam. 

2.        This belief must also be matched with 

actions. 

3.        It could also be deduced that too much questions can 

lead one astray. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 1 
 

Commit the Arabic text of hadith 21 to 

memory. 

 
3.1.2  Hadith 22   Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons



ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH 

53
53 53

53 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ون  ا         ا       او $% 
أن رb* dEل ر*(ل الله )'&     أ    DB الله DB        E الله اC29 ير ر   الله   ?  : 
إذا )'#+ ا  S6( ت، و) + ر$W ن، أو!''+ ا @dل، و! $+  +. أرأ  الله  '#   و*'/   ل: 

 ا @  ما، و / دزأ   '   ذ ƒ#_ q دأأ ؛5f ا = Q؟   ل: (2,/). هاور $M'/ [ر / : 15].
 

Translatio

n 

 
Hadith 

22 
 

From Abū ‘AbdAllah Jābir b.  ‘AbdAllah al-Ansārī, who said : “A 

man questioned the Apostle of God saying : ‘Is it your opinion 

that if I pray the prescribed prayers, fast during   Ramadan , allow 

myself   what is allowable and treat as disallowed what is 

forbidden, but do nothing more than that , I shall enter Paradise ?’ 

He answered: ‘yes’.” Muslim related this. The meaning of “treat 

as disallowed” is “avoid”, and the meaning of  “allow  myself  

what  is  allowed”  is  “do  it  in  the  belief  that  it  is allowed”. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

For believing in Allah, giving alms and performing hajj not to have 

been mentioned  in  the  above  hadith  does  not  mean  that  they  

are  not obligatory on a Muslim. In fact, before one can pray five 

times daily and observe Ramadan fast, the person must have had 

belief in Allah, in his revealed books and in His messengers. Also, 

if one wants to practise the allowable and do away with prohibitions 

then he needs to give alms and go on pilgrimage to Mecca if he has 

the means. 

 
The tradition points out the fact that once a Muslim can do this he is 

already acceptable to Allah and he needs not engage on extra 

ordinary duties. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the 

hadit: 
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1.        We can leave optional duties if not for the purpose of 

laziness or neglect. 

2.        Anybody  who  practises  compulsory  acts  and  refrains  

from prohibited ones will enter paradise. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 2 
 

Translate hadith 22 to 

English. 

3.1.3  Hadith 23  Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons
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ون  ا         ا       او $% 
رث      )/ ا9_, ي ر   الله    ،   ل:   ل ر*(ل الله )'& الله  '#      أ   $  q ا @ 

أو : وا  @  o D   > ‰ن –  ، و*B@ ن الله  ان i#  ا ˆ <  o D  @  وا  ( ا  ?(ر _      اe.  ن، 

آن !=Q و*'/: وا Q  DC    ھ ن، او BC             # ء، او -   ، او dCة 2(ر،  رض    ا M  ء او9

#      $ – ˆ < 
  q وأ  '#q؛ :5 ا   س .DHو، ;S, ;  M 2 Zn B-? ، وأ $( -?  ). هاور $M'/ [ر / : 223].
 

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

23 
 

From Abū Mālik al-Hārith al-Ashariyy, Allah be pleased with him 

who said: the Messenger of Allah peace be upon him said: the 

purification is half of faith,  saying  ‘praise  be  to Allah’  will  fill 

the  scales  (on the judgement day), saying ‘glory be to Allah and 

praise be to Allah will fill all between heaven and earth. Prayer is 

a light. Alms-giving is a proof (of sincere faith). Endurance is an 

illumination and the Qur’an is a proof for you or against you. All 

people go out early and sell themselves, thereby setting themselves 

free or destroy themselves. Muslim relates it. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

In Islam, complete belief comprises three parts. They are belief in 

the heart, acknowledgement of it with the tongue (statement) and 

demonstrating it with deed. By this, it means purity covers ideas 

that emanate from the heart, sayings and deeds of every man. A 

man who is pure in mind and deed towards others is surely going to 

be pure toward Allah. A believer gives praise to Allah for His 

guidance and protection at all times. 

 
Invariably, a good Muslim would pray to Allah at proper time and 

form. Qur’an 29: says, “Prayer restrains one from shameful and 

unjust deeds; and remembrance of Allah is the greatest thing in 

life”. 

 

mailto:@B*و
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Giving  alms  to the poor equally  shows what a Muslim feels 

for his fellow human beings especially the have-nots. This is an 

indication of sound faith which regards humanity as one big family. 

 
As for the guidance contained in the holy Qur’an, the hadith says 

that those who adhere strictly to it do so for their own benefit, and 

those who don’t,  neglect it at their own peril. Everyone  has the 

will to choose between what will bring him freedom from doom 

and what will lead to his destruction.
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Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the 

hadith: 

 
1.        Purity is regarded as a major part of 

faith. 

2.        Praise of Allah form an important act in Muslim 

life. 

3.        Observing prayer in its proper form is 

light. 

4.        Charity is an 

illumination. 

5.        The Holy Qur’an will be an argument for one or against 

one. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 3 
 

Comment on hadith 23 and state its 

lessons. 

 
4.0     CONCLUSION 

 
To belief in Allah and remain committed to that belief is a hallmark 

of who a Muslim should be. With this belief as the foundation, 

commandments  of  Allah  on  what  is  allowed  and  what  is  

forbidden become the ultimate duties of a Muslim. Therefore, 

strict adherence to the six articles of faith, the five fundamental 

pillars and good deeds, now become the practical manifestation of 

that belief. Further to these are the Islamic teachings on 

purification, supplication, charity, endurance and the Quran. All 

of these are also parts and parcel of Ibadah. 

 
5.0     SUMMARY 

 
 

Hadith  21  deals  with  the  belief  in  God  and  keeping  

untothe straight path. 

Hadith 22 discusses some fundamental aspects of Islam like 

salat 
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and fasting in the month of 

Ramadan. 

Strictly keeping to Islamic fundamentals is enough to 

guarantee acceptance into paradise. 

Hadith 23 talks about the significance of purification, 

simplifications, prayer, alms-giving, endurance and the 

Glorious Qur’an. 

 
6.0     TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

 
Hadith 21 emphasises the significance of belief in 

Allah. Comment fully on this.



ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH 

50
50 50

50 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

7.0     REFERENCES/FURTHER READING 
 

Abdul, A. A. (n. d). Durūs-ud-Din-I-Islam lissannat-I-ūla wal 

wustah. 

Kano: a bu-s-si’ud wa uthman-t-tayyib Publishers. 
 

Al-shūrawardy,   Al-Ma’mūn   (1954).   The   Sayings   of   

Muhammed. 

London: John Murray Ltd. 
 

Arthur, J. ed. (1962). A Reader on Islam. Mouton & 

Co. Fazlul-karim (n.d). Al Hadis. Lahore: Book 

House Pub. 

Fazlul,   k.  A.M   (1979).   Al-Hadis   of  mishkat-ul-masābih   

Book   2. 

Lahore: Malik Surajuddin and Sons Publications. 

 
Ibrahim,  E.  &  Johnson,  D.  D.  (1980).  An  Nawāwi’s  Forty  

Hadith 

(Translated). Lebanon: The Holy Quran Publishing House. 

 
Ibn   Rajab   al-Hanbali   (2002).   Jami-ul-ulūm   wal   hikam   fi   

sharh Khamsīna  Hadithah  min jawāmi’il  kalām.  Cairo 

:dar-l-fajr  ljt- turaath. 

 
Khan,  M.  M.  (1981).  The  Translation  of  the  Meaning  of  sahih  

al- bukhari (Arabic – English). Vol. 1 Riyad: Maktabah al-

riyad al hadithah 

 
Lemu, B. A. (1990). Islamic Studies for Senior Secondary Schools 

1, 2 

& 3. Minna: Islamic Education Trust. 

 
Raheemson, M. O. (2002). Essentials of Islamic Studies Book 1 & 2. 

Lagos: Meticulous Design & Print 

Shop.



ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH 

51
51 51

51 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

UNIT 4       HADITHS 24 AND 25 
 

CONTENTS 
 

1.0      Introduction 

2.0      Objectives 

3.0      Main Content 

3.1      Hadith 24 and 

25 

3.1.1   Hadith 24: Text,       Translation,  Commentary  and 

Lessons 

3.1.2   Hadith 25:     Text,  Translation,   Translation   and 
Lessons 

4.0      

Conclusion 

5.0      

Summary 

6.0      Tutor-Marked 

Assignment 

7.0      References/Further 

Reading 

 
1.0     INTRODUCTION 

 
Hadiths 24 and 25 are the two apostolic traditions to be discussed in 

this unit. The 24th hadith is a hadith Qudsiy related by the prophet 
of Allah. It stresses the fact that Almighty Allah is the source of all 

happenings in life. The 25th hadith emphasises that charity is not 
necessarily meant to be valued in monetary term. A study of these 
hadith shall still follow the usual pattern i.e. Arabic text, translation, 
commentary and lessons. 

 

2.0     OBJECTIVES 
 
 

At the end of this unit, you should be able 

to: 
 
 

read all the hadith fluently 

translate them into English 

language discuss the commentary 

extensively 
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give the moral lessons contained 

therein describe the uniqueness of 

each of them. 

 
3.0     MAIN CONTENT 

 
 

3.1     Hadiths 24 and 25 
 
 

3.1.1  Hadith 24: Text Translation, Commentary and Lessons 
 
 

ون  ا         ا  ا    او $% 
رك  B<   الله  '#  و*'/، ;#   . و.     ر  '(  B  ير ر   الله    ،    ا  H ذر ا    

    أ
: إ2  ! $+ ا ‚'/  '& M  2  ، وS',E       # 6/ $@   $ ؛ ;d >‚   (ا. دي  B           . ) :أ2    ل 

و>,  &،

mailto:@$
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، S   , أط ! :'Zn E /6 إ^ $   دي  B           . ./:D أھ ! :'6/     ل إ^ $  ھD?S* ; ، S.Dو2   دي  B           

. 

! إ62/ دي  B           . ./6M:2  أ)M6S* ; ، <)M:  $ ^6/    ر إ': ! دي  B           . ./6 ,2  طأ) , 

S* ; 

!  إ62/     دي  B            . ./6     zو2    أ  HS* ;  ,# E 2(بP ا    z2  أ وأ وا ? ر،    5#'     

 >  ƒ(ن

/6M2إو /: fأو 6/ آو أن   ) ! دي  B           . .  2),  S;  , 2  ا)H'B<   و2  ، و WS; ي      

 >H'B(ا

أو 6/ أن   ) ! دي  B           . . ƒ#_  6'$  ; q زاد اذ   $ ،/6 $ D!5 اوEر R'    -<2(ا  '& أ : 

/6 Eو 

 . . ƒ#_  6'$  $ q 6/، $  2-     اذ $ D! وا  5Eر R'    =;6/ : 2(ا   '   أ E6/ وM2 وإ  /: 

fآو 

5: +#  b; ، 2) bM; ،D!او D#,(  ; ا)$   /6 Eم و◌qM2إو /: fأو 6/ آو أن   )  

! دي  B  

! إ2   دي  B           . .  @B 5 اfإذا دأ  $S bM ، $  2-     اذ D     $ qي إ^ :   . -     ا   #• 

D!او 

d; q ذ   #z DEالله، و$  و D   @#'; ا  #f DE6/ إ. ھ ؛ ;   و#; أو  /F ،/6   ?#C!6/ أ    

 ھ   أ
   إ^ M  2  ). هاور $M'/ [ر / : 2577].
$)'. 

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

24 
 

From Abū Dharr al-Ghifāriyy, from the Prophet (relating) from 

what he got from his Lord, how He said:   “Oh! My servants, I 

have forbidden wrong doing for Myself, and I have made it 

forbidden among you, so do not wrongfully toward one another. 

Oh!   My servants, all of you are misguided save him who I have 

rightly guided, so ask guidance of me I will guide you. Oh!   My 

servants, all of you are hungry save him to whom I have given 

food, so ask for food of me I will feed you. Oh! My servants, all of 

you are naked save him whom I have clothed, so ask clothing of 

Me, I will clothe you. Oh!  My servants, you sin night and day: it 

is I who forgive all sins, so ask me for forgiveness, I will forgive 

you. Oh!  My servant, you will never attain to My power of  

harming so as to harm Me, nor my power of benefiting so as to 

benefit Me. Oh! My servants were the first or the last of you, the 

men and the jinns among you, should be as good as the most 

mailto:@B
mailto:@
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pious heart of one of you, it would not add aught to my kingdom. 

Oh!  My servants! were the first or the last of you, men and the 

jinns among you, should be as bad as the most devilish  heart  of  

one  of you,  it  would  not  diminish  aught  from  my kingdom. 

Oh!  My servants! were the first or the last of you, men and the 

jinns among you, should rise in a single place and petition Me and I 

gave to each what he asked, that would not lessen anything from 

what I have with me and more than what a needle inserted in the 

ocean could bring out of the ocean. Oh!  My servants, it is your 

work alone for which I shall hold with you an accounting, and 

then I shall give the response for them, so he who finds good 

(reward) let him praise God, and he will find otherwise, let him 

blame no one but himself’’. A Muslim relates it. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

This tradition is an everyday tonic for Muslims. It teaches us how 

to live in this life to be successful in the hereafter. In it, Allah wants 

us to treat ourselves  equally.  What  we  dislike  should  not  be  

tried  on  another person.
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Allah is just and does not recommend injustice. None of us 

knows the way to truth.  It is only Allah that guides. So, we should 

leave ourselves to be so guided. Anytime we are in need of help, 

whether material or otherwise, we must not face any human being 

except Allah. Allah is the master provider. He alone can provide 

for our needs. Allah decrees that we should be upright in our 

dealings.  We can not be doing good to benefit Allah or evil in 

order to harm Him. It is only us who can not do without Allah. He 

himself is perfectly indispensable. Allah’s kingdom is full of 

bounties which can not be added to by our dedication or our 

indifference to Him. In the day of judgement, Allah will value our 

deeds and reward us accordingly. 

 
Anybody  who does  good deed and thereby  deserves  paradise 

should thank Allah for guiding him or her to uprightness. 

However, anybody who is to enter hell fire as a result of evils he 

or she perpetrates in while on earth should not blame anyone but 

him or herself. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the 

hadith: 

 
1.        Allah enjoins equality among 

us. 

2.        It is only Allah who can provide for our 

needs. 

3.        We can not benefit from Allah by doing good or evil to 

harm him. 
4.        Allah’s wealth cannot be decreased by our evil deeds or 
increased 

as a result of our good deeds. 

5.        The accounts of our deeds are with 

Allah. 

6.        Good is from Allah and bad from shaytan or human 

soul. 

 
SELF-ASSESMENT 

EXERCICES 1 
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Summarise the contents of hadith 

24. 

 
Hadith 25: Text, Translation, Commentary and 

Lessons 
 

 ا         ا          او $% نو
 

الله 0+/ الله &+-, و!+* ( 1ا أن !     أ0   ب ر!1ل  ر9 الله   &8, أ 7 ،  ذر   &   أ    

، +B   CD 1ن+B  ر؛ 1F    ا  =1ر ? أھ  A ذھ   0+/ الله &+-, و!+*:    ر!1ل الله 

<8+  

   *J  الله ?$F  )    - أو  1ن 1B   CDم، و "B (1ن  17Hل أ 1ا G*. ( ل: ( 

1B و 

،O) 0 O+-+GM ?Dو ،O) 0 ة -C M   ?Dو ،O) 0 ة -<JM ?Dو ،O) 0 O   -< M   ?J  نإ 

ن؟ 1) BM 1ا:    ر!1ل ) .( O) 0 *D  R7  أ  Sو ،O) 0 J8C ا   &     G و ،O) 0 

وأ           C$ فو  

، أD ن &+-, ام  R     S  G$9؟ ( ل : ( أرأ "* 1 و Fأ G-S , 1نJ و ,M1G#    Rأ  MU   

 الله، أ

روھا   +* [ر(* : 1006].  .(  Fن , أ D  ،لV   ا   S   G$9إذا و  W XJS ؟رزو
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Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

25 
 

From Abū Dharri (may Allah be pleased with him) who said that 

some people among the companions of the messenger of Allah said 

to the Prophet (may Allah bless him and give him peace). 

 
“Oh!  Messenger  of  Allah,  the  rich  people  have  gone  with  all  

the rewards, they pray as we pray, they fast as we fast and they 

give alms out of the super-abundance of their wealth (and so 

surpass us in storing up merit that will bring rewards)” He (the 

Prophet) said: “has not Allah provided you with what you should 

give in charitable alms? Truly in every tasbīh (saying subhāna 

Allah – glory be to god) there is such an alm, in every takbīr 

(saying Allah akbar – god is very great), in every tahmīd (saying 

alhamdulillah – praise be to god), in enjoining what is reputable, in 

forbidding what is objectionable,  and in a man’s sexual 

intercourse,  there is an alms  (in that).  They said: Oh! 

Messenger  of Allah, (do you mean to say that) when one of us 

satisfies his desires (he will still get reward)? He answered: “tell 

me, had he put it among the things forbidden, would it have been 

a sin on his part? (Yes it would have been sinful for one) so when 

he puts it among the lawful there is a reward for it also”. Muslim 

relates this. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

This tradition says that men are not equally talented. But whichever 

way one finds himself he should give praise to Allah. 

 
Some men may be blessed with wealth while some may be blessed 

with wisdom. Some may be blessed with health, while some may 

have sound knowledge. In Islam, those who are blessed with 

wealth are enjoined to render assistance for the benefit of all and 

for social good. Those blessed with wisdom should let people 

around them tap from it, they should endeavour to give wise 

counsels and settle rifts between them. 
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The poor ones should not lose hope. If they have nothing to give 

out as alms, there are other things they could do to get better 

reward. These, as mentioned   in   this   hadith,   include   giving   

praises,   thanks   and glorifications  to  Allah  and  doing  of  all  

other  righteous  deeds.  The Qur’an  mentions  some of the deeds 

that man can engage in to earn rewards as contained in the 

following verse: 

 
“There is no good in most of their secret talks save (in) him who 

orders Sadaqah (charity in Allah’s cause), or Ma‘rūf (Islamic 

Monotheism and all  the  good  and  righteous  deeds  which  

Allah  has  ordained),  or
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conciliation between mankind; and he who does this, seeking the 

good pleasure of Allah, We shall give him a great reward.” Q4:114 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are deriveable from the 

hadith: 
 

1.        Poor people have no cause to loose hope from getting 

rewards for not  having  money  to  pay  sadaqah  as  there  

are  other  good charitable deeds they can embark on. 

2.        In Islam no man is ever useless. Everyone is ever useful 

in one way or the other. 

3.        Enjoining what is good and forbidding what is evil is taught 

to be a highly rewardable charity in Islam. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCICE 2 
 

Comment in detail on the content of hadith 

25. 

 
4.0     CONCLUSION 

 
The Lord who created man knows his needs and limitations. He has 

therefore given him a glad tiding that He would always be his 

provider. In the same manner, one can infer that based on this 

promise, Allah is warning mankind that he should seek no 

assistance from any person except Him. His statement therefore is 

an indication of His power and His Might. But further to these 

is Almighty Allah’s sense of justice. Both the rich and the poor 

are pursuring the same goal of having their abode in paradise and 

the means of attaining this, from the point of charity, makes one the 

better off and the other the worse off. Allah, through His Prophet, 

has decided not to use money or wealth as the only yardstick to 

measure reward. This of course, shows the beauty of the religion of 

Islam. 

 
5.0     SUMMARY 
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Hadith 24 is a hadith Qudusiy i.e. the statement of Allah 

related by the Prophet. 

Allah has forbidden for us what He forbade for himself 

and to this extent, a man should not act wrongfully to 

another man. 

It is stated in the hadith that Allah is the one that guides us 

when we go astray, gives us food when we are hungry, 

clothes us or cover our nakedness and forgives us when we 

sin. 

The hadith also stresses that Allah is self sufficient to 

Himself but provides for others.
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Man, Jinn and of course all other creatures of Allah depend 

on 

Him for all their needs irrespective of their social status. 

He (Allah) finally says that man shall be rewarded on 

account of his work. 

Hadith 25 relates the complaint lodged by some 

companions of the prophet. 

According to them, the wealth of the rich spent in charity 

would give them more reward than the poor over the poor. 

The  prophet  assured  them  that,  reward  is  not  

determined  by wealth alone but also by act of supplication 

and good deeds. 

 
6.0     TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

 
Enumerate the teachings of Islam in hadith 25 and relate them to 

man’s current blind pursuit of material wealth. 
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UNIT 5       HADITHS 26, 27 AND   28 
 

CONTENTS 
 

1.0      Introduction 

2.0      Objectives 

3.0      Main Content 

3.1      Hadiths 26, 27 and 28 

3.1.1   Hadith 26:     Text,  Translation, Commentary and 

Lessons 

3.1.2   Hadith 27:     Text,  Translation, Commentary and 

Lessons 

3.1.3   Hadith 28:     Text,  Translation, Commentary and 
Lessons 

4.0      

Conclusion 

5.0      

Summary 

6.0      Tutor Marked 

Assignment 

7.0      References/Further 

Reading 

 
1.0     INTRODUCTION 

 
The central theme of hadith 25 in the last unit (i.e unit 8) is reward 

on charity. Hadith 26, elaborates explanation on the scope of 

charity. This Hadith coupled with the act of righteousness  in 

hadith 27   and what seems to be a parting exhortation by the 

Prophet in hadith 28, shall be studied under this unit. Arabic text 

presentation shall be followed by its translation, commentary and 

lessons derivable therein. 

 
2.0     OBJECTIVES 

 
 

At the end of this unit, you should be able 

to: 
 
 

read all the hadith fluently 
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translate them to English 

language discuss the commentary 

extensively 

give the moral lessons contained 

therein describe the uniqueness of 

each of them.
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3.0     MAIN CONTENT 
 
 

3.1     Hadiths 26, 27 and 28 
 
 

3.1.1  Hadith 26: Text, Translation ,Commentary and Lessons 
 
 
ون دس او $%   ا         ا    

 $ &$d*  5: )  :/'*الله )'& الله  '#  و    ھ . ة ر   الله     ،    ل:    ل ر*(ل  
    أ
 S  5 ;& ادE  و>,#   ا  ،Q D(   #  Fل     #   اD,<  c N ا   #;  Z' <   م). 5: Q  D(   #'   

 ا  س

وا Q   '6 ا  #Q D( QB، و f 56  (ة   > N#?  إ    ،Q D(    S$  ?#'     Z;  <   أو   ?#'   ' 

@S; 

اوره ا  B   ير [ر / : 2989]، و$M'/ [ر / :  .(Q D( u.     ا9ذي      ا  )Q D، و> #• 

 ا dCة
.[1009 

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

26 
 

From Abī Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) who said: The 

messenger of Allah (may Allah bless him and give him peace) 

said: Every bone of man’s fingers has something to do with 

charity (as) the sun rises everyday. Doing justice between two 

persons is a charity. If you help a man with his beast, by loading 

or lifting his goods on it is a charity. A good word is a charity. 

Every step one takes toward prayer is a charity. 

 
Removing any harmful (thing) away from the path is a 

charity. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

This tradition widens the scope of alms-giving to the needy. 

According to the above tradition, giving out of good alone is not the 

beginning and end of alms-giving. This tradition enumerates a 

variety of ways through which good deeds can be done. They 

include rendering help to others especially the less privilleged, good 

speech, every step one takes toward prayer, removing a stump or 

mailto:@S
mailto:@S
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anything injurious from the road and a host of other good deeds. 

The sum total of this tradition is that every good act would be 

rewarded by Allah. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

We learn from this hadith 

that: 

 
1.        We should improve our commitment to payment of 

charity. 

2.        We must not put our body into illegal or non- profitable 

use. 

3.        We must know that every act of charity attracts 

reward. 

4.        It also teaches us that the love of Allah is 

upon us. 

SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 1
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Using one hadith as a support, justify the claim that any good act 

would be rewarded by Allah. 

 
3.1.2  Hadith 27: Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons 

 
وا $% نو  ا         ا        

u'  ا  M!  B الله  '#  و*'/   ل: ( ا &'(  B  اس    * , ن ر   الله    ،    ا     ا  (
رواه  $M'/ [ر / : 2553]. و   أن . 'Z   '#   ا  س ).   $ ! ك ;        qM 2 و: ھ+ 

/Fe لاو  bM< +ƒE ) :الله )' الله    '#   و*'/، ;- ل  ر      الله     ،   ل: أ>#+ ر*(ل 

DB,$    QC او 

،R'- ن إ #  اb طاو c   2+  إ #   اb اط   $  B ؛  اqB'   + S*؟ )   '+: 2,/؛  ;- ل: ( ا B ا    

. ه ;  رو  ،  M! €.D! .( ك)S; وأ ;S ك ا  س  وإن أ دد ;   ا DCر،   اوFe/ $ ! ك ;   ا c و>  
.  M! د *p  [246 /2]   $راD 5[4/ 227]، اوB !   D   !أ  #$ $eي اD M$ 

 

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

27 
 

From An-Nawwas bn Sam’ān (may Allah be pleased with him) 

relating from the Prophet (may Allah bless him and give him peace) 

who said: Righteousness  is good character  and sin is that which 

you will hate people to get to know about’’ Muslim related this. 
 

Also on the authority of Wābisah bn Ma‘bad (may Allah be pleased 

with him) who said: I came to the messenger of Allah (may Allah 

bless him and give him peace). Then he (the Prophet) said “have 

you come to ask about righteousness?” I said ‘yes’ He said: “seek 

the answer from your own heart. Righteousness is that about which 

the mind feels tranquility and heart feels contentment. And sin is 

that which confuses the mind and pulsates the breast even the 

people judge in favour of you and they judge you’’. 

 
A good hadith which we have narrated according to the two 

Musnads: 

that of Ahmad b. Hanbal and that of Ad-Dārimi with good 

isnads. 

 

Commentar

y 
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This tradition differentiates between righteousness and sin. The 

prophet reaffirms here that good deeds give peace to the heart and 

comfort to the soul. When a man does it, he gets praises from men 

and reward from Allah. 

 
A good Muslim is the one who does well to all people without 

expecting reward in return. Society judges him by the act he 

performs from time to time either good or bad.
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On the other hand, evil deeds confuse and cause discomfort for 

men. It is now left for man to have his pick between righteous and 

evil deeds. A man who is unconscious of his will, saying and deeds 

is not fit to be referred to as a good man. 
 

The summary of this tradition is that good deed is recommended 

as a perfect way of life for man. 

 
Lesso

n 
 

We learn from the hadith 

that: 
 

1.        Righteousness is to engage in good 

character. 

2.        Evil deed confuses the soul and causes discomfort for 

man. 

3.        A good Muslim is the one who does well to all people 

without expecting reward in return. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 2 
 

Assess your fluency in the reading of Arabic text of 

hadith 27. 

 
3.1.3  Hadith 28: Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons 

 
ون ا                او $% 

الله )'& الله ا    T#=2 ا ,   ض      * ر.Q ا M'  & ر       الله      ،   ل: و ‚   ر*(ل 

;+ $ ?  ا D$(ع، ;-'  : .  ر*(ل الله! :Q‚ )$  ?2b   أ وذر  ‚Q وE'+ $ ?  ا -'(ب، 

  '#  و*'/ $(

،DB  /6#'   $b< إون  Q            او Z  M وا  ،5Eو i ى الله)-S  /6#( أو  ;bو) ،   ل:   ( 

، دع )$ 

،  #.D?  ا   .D_ا   '  ء ا  ا Q  *و    S M      /6#',;  ،ا  #`:   ;dSfى  ا #M;  /6 $  Š,.   

$    2p; 

وادد [ر / : رواه أ (   .(Q d  Q D  5: نp; ،ر)$ت ا9 FD@$إو. :/ و ،PEا)      ?#'  

  W(ا
.T#@(  M! €.D! :ي [ر / : 2676] و  لP$ S او 
[4607 

mailto:FD@$و
mailto:FD@$و
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Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

28 
 

From  Abū  Najīh  al-’Irbd  b,  Sāriya  who  said:  The  Apostle  of  

God preached  to us  a sermon  whereby  our  hearts  trembled  and  

our  eyes dropped tears, so we said: ‘Oh! Apostle of God, it is as 

though this were a farewell sermon, so give us a testamentary 

exhortation. He said: ‘My testamentary exhortation to you is that 

you have a pure fear of God, that you hearken  and  obey,  even 

should  it be  that a slave is  made  your leader; for whoever 

amongst you that lives long enough will see great disagreements 

(innovations), so take care to observe my sunnah and the sunnah  of 

the rightly  guided  Caliphs,  holding  on to them with your molar 

teeth.’
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Commentar

y 
 

The Prophetic teaching contained in this hadith primarily deals with 

the fear of Allah. For every Muslim the fear of Allah is the 

foundation of every act of devotion and interaction between 

mankind. In spiritual devotion, the fear of Allah makes man to have 

serious concentration. It also guides a Muslim in his day–to-day 

dealings with others. This goes to  prove  the  common  adage  

which  says  ‘The  fear  of  God  is  the beginning of wisdom’. 

Further to the above teaching is that a Muslim should obey and 

respect constituted authority because such a postion has divine 

support. Also the Prophet’s prediction of a troubled time ahead 

has come true in this modern time when a lot of sects have now 

arisen in Islam, each with its own doctrines. To those who heed the 

Prophet’s advice by abiding strongly to his sunnah is their 

reward here on earth and in the hereafter. 

 

Lesson

s 
 

We learn from the hadith 

that: 

 
1.        A Muslim should fear Allah in whatever he 

does. 

2.        We should obey and respect constituted authority no matter 

who 

God has put in that position 

3.        The modern problem of proliferation of sects, as predicted 

by the 

Prophet, contains lessons for those who stick to his 

sunnah. 

4.      Muslim should not compromise his faith with all unIslamic 

innovations  of  modern  time  but stick  to the printine  

Islam as preached by the Prophet. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 3 
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Enumerate the lessons contained in hadith 

28. 

 
4.0     CONCLUSION 

 
 

The code of life expressly entrenched in this unit makes little 

difference from those before it. To pursue the ideal in life is in itself 

the basic ingredient that makes life worthy of living. Charity, fear 

of Allah, obedience to those in authority and clinging tenaciously to 

the sunnah of the Prophet,  are all symbols  by which  a righteous  

person  is known. Acting contrary to this is Kufr (disbelief) and all 

Kufr lead astray.
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5.0     SUMMARY 

 
Hadith 26 explains the meaning and scope of charity by 

saying that every bone of man’s fingers has something to do 

with giving charity. 

It  also  goes  further  to  explain  other  aspects  of  charity  

which include  justice  between  two  parties  helping  a  man  

to  lift  his loads, uttering good words, walking to a prayer 

ground and removing harmful (thing) away from the path. 

Hadith 27 defines righteousness as good character and sin as 

something we would hate people to know about. 

Good deed is something upon which man’s heart finds 

tranquility and contentment. 

Conversely, a sin is something that disturbs the mind and 

pulsates the breast. 

The  sermon  preached  by  Prophet  was  so  heart-rending  

that people suspected it was going to be his last sermon. 

Their fear provoked a request that the Prophet should give 

them exhortation before he died. 

His reply which became the contents of hadith 28 above is 

that Muslim should fear Allah, obey constituted authority 

even if the person occupying that post was to be a slave. 

The  hadith  also  stressed  that  Muslim  should  hold  fast  to  

the Sunnah of the Prophet as a time would come when 

people would involve themselves in frivolous disagreement 

and allien innovations. 

 
6.0     TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

 
Write the Arabic text of hadith 26, translate it and comment fully on 

it. 
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MODULE 3         HADITHS 29 TO 42 
 

Unit 1            Hadiths 29 and 30 

Unit 2            Hadiths 31, 32 and 33 

Unit 3            Hadiths 34, 35 and 36 

Unit 4            Hadiths 37, 38, 39 and 40 

Unit 5            Hadiths 41 and 42 
 
 
 

UNIT 1       HADITHS 29 AND 30 
 

CONTENTS 
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30 
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Lessons 

4.0      
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1.0     INTRODUCTION 

 
There are two hadith texts to be discussed in this unit. These are 

hadiths 

29 and 30. The first one which comes as a reply to a question, is 

based on basic principles of Islam while the second hadith (hadith 

30) emphasises the need to abide by those principles and not to 
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violate them. As  usual,  the discussion  follows  the presentation  

of the Arabic  text, translation, commentary and lessons therein. 

 
2.0     OBJECTIVES 

 
At the end of this unit, you should be able 

to: 
 
 

read all the hadith texts fluently 

translate them into English 

language discuss the commentary 

extensively 

give the moral lessons contained 

therein describe the uniqueness of 

each of them.
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3.0     MAIN CONTENT 
 
 

3.1     Hadith 29 and 30 
 
 

3.1.1  Hadith 29: Text Translation, Commentary and Lessons 
 
 

Q = ا     'fD.  5 ,   2   
Bfأ 

 
 
  ر*(ل الله!
. 

 
 
:+'  

وا $% نو  ا         ا  " !  
    $, ذ      5BE  ر    الله     ،    ل:

M.  $ &'   #M#      2  ه الله  '# : >,DB الله ^ وإ  ،/#‚     + b* D-  ) :ا  ر،   ل        

2D      B.و 

    _#ƒ ، و>-#/ ا dCة،  و>%>   ا i: ة،  و>C(م ر$W ن، و>@l ا B#+ )  F/   ل: ( أ^

 ا     #  ؟: ا C(م Q E، او Q  DC  >    &ء ا          #Qƒ :   .    &ء ا   ء ا  ر، و)dة >N ك

اب أد q  '& أ (  

 ;  E(ف ا '5# ) d< /F: { >E &; =S ( ?/      ا  ZE W } !S& '› { ., '(ن } [32

5E  ا 

وذةور *  $ ؟ ) ده  أس ا9$   و   (  ا D=Mة / اS.9 ن: 16 و F [17/   ل: ( أ^ أBf ك    

 *(ةر

/F ( ذوورة *  $  ا =? د رأس ا9$    اd*eم، و   (ھد ا dCة،   . ر*(ل الله،   ل: ( 

&'  :+' q#'  …: ) :2  و  ل M'  Pfb; !؟ ) ;-'+:  '& .  ر*(ل الله ': q ذا   ك    dك 

Bfا  س ;   ا   ر  ل: ( أ^ أ R6. 5 وھ  q$أ qS'6F ) :6'/   ؟ ;- لS2     ون Pfإو2    %ا 

 ھPا )، '+: .    B2 الله  

اوره  ا P$ Sي  [ ر /  : ̂  !Dn C  أ S M?/؟!).   أو    ل:  ( '&  $  f ھ/  )  - إ   –  

  '&  وE(ھ?/
.T#@(  M! €.D! :2616 ] و  ل 

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

29 
 

From Mu‘ādh b. Jabal who said: I said: ‘O Apostle of God, tell me 

of some work (I may do) which will surely bring me into paradise 

and keep me far from Hell.’ He answered: ‘You have asked about 

an important matter, yet it is, indeed, an easy matter for him to 

whom God makes it easy. (It is) that you should worship God 

without associating anything with Him, that you should perform 

the prayers, give the legal alms, fast in the month of Ramadan, and 

go on pilgrimage to House (in Mecca)’. Then he said: 

 
‘Shall I not also point out the gates to good? (They are) fasting 

which is protection; alms in charity, which quench sin as water 
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quenches fire; and to say prayer in the midst of the night.’ Then he 

recited:  ‘Withdrawing their flanks from (their) couches…  (until 

he reached the words) they have been doing’ (Qur’an 32:16, 17). 

Then he said: ‘shall I not tell you how to possess all this?’ I 

answered: ‘surely, O Apostle of God.’ So he took hold of his 

tongue and said: ‘keep this under control. ’ I answered: 
‘O Apostle of God, we indeed are blameworthy for all we speak 
with it.’ 
He  said:  ‘May  your  mother  be  bereaved  of  you:  Will  people  

be prostrated on their face – or may be on their noses- in the fire for 

(any reason)  other  than  the  harvest  of  their  tongues?’  Tirmidhi  

relates  it saying: ‘It is an excellent, sound tradition.’ 
 
 
 

Commentar

y
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This is one of the long hadith texts of an-Nawāwī which contains 

the Prophet’s  response  to  Mu‘ādh  ibn  Jabal’s  inquiry  as  to 

what  would make him enter paradise and keep him away from 

hell-fire. The Prophet in his characteristic manner stated the basic 

fundamentals of Islam viz: worship of Allah only, observing 

regular prayers, alms giving to the poor, fasting and 

performance of pilgrimage to makkah. The Prophet also  

empahasised  some  of  their  roles  in  human  lives.    The  Prophet 

quoted quranic passage to buttress his points. He also enumerated 

Islam, prayer and jihād as the peak pillar and topmost part of the 

principles mentioned  above.  Finally,  the Prophet’s  admonition  

that  man  should control his tongue is indicative that man should 

watch his utterance; private or public, as it has been the real 

cause of man’s downfall and their being cast into fire. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the discussion 

above: 
 

1.        We should focus more on what will benefit us in this life 

and the hereafter. 

2.        We should be assured of Allah’s total reward if we 

observe all that He commanded and abstain from all He 

forbids. 
3.        We should control our tongue as it has caused the 
downfall of 

many others. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 1 
 

Comment fully on Hadith 

29. 

 
3.1.2 Hadith 30 Text, Translation, Commentary and Lesson 

 
 
 ا         ا  V=1ن

الله )'  الله  '#  و*'/،    QB',F ا  F E   N(م    2 _  ر   الله    ،    ر*(ل 
    أ
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d;  ھو ،  و! م  أ_# ءDS,<  d;  ادوD!  D!ھ ،  و),#W<  d;  „nالله  >,  &  ; ض  ; ا  
  ل:  (نإ

اوره  ،  M!  €.D!  

.( 

 ،  و*6+      أ_# ء  ر!   M2      #z  /6   Q# ن  ;B<  d@`(ا    ? 

 > S?6(ھ

ار       [(;   *   ) 4/ 184]، وz#  ه. D 

ا

mailto:@B
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Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

30 
 

On the authority of Tha‘laba Al-kushani Jurthum ibn Nāshir (may 

Allah be pleased with him) that the messenger of Allah (may the 

blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said: 

 
“Allah  the Almighty has laid down  religious duties, so do not 

neglect them; He has set a boundry, so do not go beyond it; He has 

prohibited some things, so do not violate against it;  He was silent 

on some things, out of compassion for you, not forgetfulness-, so 

seek not after them.” 

A good hadith is related to ad-Daraqutni and 

others. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

There are things the limits of which we must not exceed if we 

do not want to go astray. There are also some no-go areas from 

which Muslims should  abstain  themselves.  These  are  jointly  

referred  to  as  dos  and don’ts of Allah. However, Allah was silent 

on some issues. He only left them   to  our   own   discretions.   

Human   beings   are   endowed   with conscience and reasoning 

faculty. Allah, therefore, wants us to make use of  these  as  far  as  

some  issues  are  concerned.  We  are,  however, cautioned not to 

embark on enquiry about them. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the discussion 

above: 

 
1.        Islam has dos and 

don'ts. 

2.        We are opportuned to use our discretion on some 

issues. 
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3.        We are cautioned not to enquire on issues on which Allah 

was silent. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCICE 2 
 

Translate hadith 30 into 

English. 

 
4.0     CONCLUSION 

 
For a man to survive all the tribulations of life and escape the wrath 

of God he is to abide by all the principles entrenched in the 

Quran and hadith as preached by the Prophet. This is not all. 

He is to keep his tongue from speaking foul languages. Allah’s 

warning to man not to neglect any religious duty is a sign of His 

love for us and in order that we should not be thrown into calamity 

in this life and in the life to come.
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5.0     SUMMARY 
 
 

Mu‘ādh ibn Jabal’s inquisitiveness  to know what would 

make him enter paradise elicited the Prophet’s response in 

this hadith. Before giving the real answer, the Prophet said 

what man needs to do to make him enter paradise is easy 

only to those whom Allah has made it easy. 

The prerequisite for paradise according to Prophet is that 

man should strictly follow the five pillars of Islam. 

He also emphasised  the  importance  of fasting,  alms  and 

mid- night prayer. 

The Prophet  thereafter  quoted  from  the Qur’an  to 

support  his point and in addition, he admonished the 

Muslims in general to watch their tongues against bad 

utterances as these had led to the downfall of many people. 

Hadith 30 made mention of Almighty Allah’s laid down 

religious duties and warned that we should not neglect them. 

Allah  had  warned  man  not  to  overstep  His  

boundaries  as explained by Islam. 

For  Allah  to  keep  silent  on  some  issues  is  a  sign  of  

His compassion for Muslims and not that He forgot them. 

 
6.0     TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

 
Comment fully on the hadith 29 and enumerate its lessons. 
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1.0     INTRODUCTION 

 
In  this  unit  effort  shall  be  made  to discuss  three  hadiths.  

These  are hadiths 31, 32 and 33. Man’s nature as a greed being is 

going to be discussed extensively. Commentary shall be given after 

the presentation of Arabic text and translation. After the 

commentary, the lessons follow. 

 
2.0     OBJECTIVES 

 
At the end of this unit, you should be able 

to: 
 
 

read all the hadith texts fluently 

translate them into English language 
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discuss the commentary extensively 

give the moral lesson contained 

therein 

describe the uniqueness of each of them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.0     MAIN CONTENT
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3.1     Hadiths 31, 32 And 33 
 
 

3.1.1  Hadith 31: Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons 
 

دي او  V=1ن  ا         ا    
    أ   ا ,B س *?D,*    5 ا D  Mي ر   الله    ،   ل: E ء ر5E إ & ا  B  )'& الله  '# 

 ; D اھز س؛ ;- ل: (  !B    ا   وأ إذا   'S  أ!B    الله   و*'/، ;- ل: . ر*(ل الله! د     '&    5 

رواه ا     $ E   [ر / :  ،  M!  €.D!  .( ا  س qB@.  ا  س D               #;  D وازھ  ا qB@.   #2D الله، 
.Q M! D#2 *b  ه #z4102]، و 

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

31 
 

From Abu al-‘Abbas Sahl b.Sa‘d al-Sā‘idī who said; A man came 

to the Prophet saying: “O Apostle of God, show me a work 

which if I do it, will  make  me  beloved  of God  and beloved  of 

the  people.”  He (the Prophet) answered: “be indifferent to the 

possessions of this world then God will love you; and be indifferent 

to what people possess and the people will love you.” This is an 

excellent tradition which Ibn Majah and others related with an 

excellent isnad. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

A true Muslim should know that this world is ephemeral. It is 

something that will definitely come to an end one day. We are 

then advised in this tradition that if we want to live a true life we 

should be less-concerned with the enjoyment of this world and 

concentrate our lives on life after. Already, there are so many 

distractions. Many things that can disturb us in this life but, if we 

can close our eyes and pretend as if we do not see anything then, 

our paradise is sure. 
 

Also, we are counselled to be satisfied with what God has 

provided for us. We should work very hard to earn our living 

whole-heartedly and desist from asking for other people’s favour. 
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This simply means that we should not depend on other people for 

livelihood. 

 
These are the two basic things that can endear us both to God 

and to human beings like ourselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.1.2  Hadith 32  Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons
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 ا         ا       او  V=1ن
أن ر*(ل الله )'& الله  '#      أ   *,#q  $    D,* D    *  ن ا  Dير ر   الله    ، 

ار ).  و*'/   ل: ( ^      ر و^      

ار        [ر / : 4/ 228]  وz#  ھ   D رق : 2341] او  ZE را ]   E $     رواه ا  ،  M!  

€.D! الله  '(  B    و    .@         أ #        ا            (bط)  ا)   ; [2 / 746] q  $ 

وراوه  $D Mا. 
. W,   ?W,  و   ط ق .-(ي ،D#,*   أ •-*b; ،d* $ /'*و  #'  

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

32 
 

From Abu Sa‘īd b. Sinan al-Khudri who relates that the Apostle of 

God said: “Where there is no injury there is no requital.” It is an 

excellent tradition which Ibn Majah, al-Daraqutni and others related 

as of sound isnad, but which Mālik related in his Muwatta’, as of 

broken isnad, from his father, from the Prophet, but, dropping (the 

name of) Abū Sa‘īd.  It has lines of transmission which strenghten 

one another (so that it may be regarded as sound isnad). 

 

Commentar

y 
 

This hadith simply means that something one can not take for 

granted should not be done to another person. A Muslim should not 

harm or oppress. Although a Muslim has the right to retaliate any 

injustice done against him, it should however, not exceed the limits 

set out by Islam. Better still, it is best for him to forgive. It is 

clearly seen here that the aim of Islam is to set a very peaceful 

atmosphere for all. At least, when there is no oppression there can 

be no aggression and everybody will enjoy this world. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the discussion 

above: 

 
1.        You should not harm 

people. 
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2.        Even, if you are harmed it is best for you to forgive and 

forget. 

3.        It teaches that Allah loves us more than we love 

ourselves. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 1 
 

Write the Arabic text of hadith 32 and 

translate it.
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3.1.3  Hadith 33  Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons 
 
 

 ا         ا       او  V=1ن
الله )'& الله  '#  و*'/،   ل: (  ( ., & ا   س أن ر*(ل      ا    B س ر   الله   ?  ، 

ال  (م دو$ ھء/،  6  ا Q #B  '& ا  D   او # #   '& $  أ62 ). /، ^د & رE ل أ$( اھ ) D  
.(  #@#@C ا)   ;  W, ا، وP6ه ھ #zو [10/ 252(   M ا)   ;]   -?#B هاور ا ،  M! €.D! 

 

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

33 
 

From Ibn ‘Abbas relating from the Apostle of God that he said: 

“were the people to be given what they claim, they would be 

laying claim to the property of the community and even to their 

blood. The onus of proof, however, is on the one who makes the 

claim, and the oath is for him who makes denial.” This is an 

exellent tradition, which al-Bayhaqi and others have related. Part of 

it is in the two books of Bukhari and Muslim. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

The  importance  of  this  tradition  could  only  be  sought  in  

matters  of dispute. Claiming or trying to claim other people’s 

property may eventually lead to disagreement. What court needs to 

do is to seek for concrete evidences to back up the ownership of 

such property.This is because  if  people  are  allowed  to  claim  

whatever  they  lay  claim  on without adequate evidences provided 

some people will go as far as claiming other people’s blood. This 

is where Islamic laws should be very effective. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are erivable from the discussion 

above: 

 
1.        Nobody has the right to lay claim to something which 

does not belong to him or her. 

mailto:#@
mailto:#@
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2.        Evidences must be sought for in times of dispute over 

property. 

3.        Islamic society must make provision for adequate 

protection of its inhabitants’ life and propery. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 2 
 

Translate the above hadith into English language and then 

comment on it in details. 

 
4.0     CONCLUSION
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The ideal virtue of man that can make him a beloved by the 

people in general lies in his ability to renounce this world and all 

that it contains. Part of the rewards for renouncing this world is 

to secure the love of God while keeping away from the 

possessions of people, hereby attracts people’s love and respect. 

 
5.0     SUMMARY 

 
 

Hadith 31 which is a response to the request made by one 

companion  came  in form of admonition  in which the 

Prophet asked us to be indifferent to what people possess 

and this will earn us their respect and love. 

Hadith  32  stipulates  that  man  should  neither  harm  others  

nor allow himself to be harmed. 

Hadith  33  discusses  man’s  penchant  for  material  wealth  

and greed. 

 
6.0     TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

 
Write relevant hadith quotation to explain the teachings of the  

Prophet on a consequence of man’s decision to renounce the world. 
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1.0     INTRODUCTION 

 
Three Hadiths are to be discussed in this unit. These are hadiths 

34, 35 and 36. Hadith 34 discuses the method by which a Muslim 

could effect changes in any work that is disapproved by Allah. In 

Hadith 35, the discussion  focuses  on  admonition  while  the  36th    

hadith  deals  with reward accruable to any one who takes up some 

religious duties. The normal method of presentation shall be 

followed viz: Arabic text, translation, commentary, and lesson. 

 
2.0     OBJECTIVES 

 
At the end of this unit, you should be able 

to: 
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read all the hadith fluently 

translate them in to English 

language discuss the commentary 

extensively give the moral lesson 

contained therein 

describe the uniqueness of each of them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.0     MAIN CONTENT
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3.1     Hadith 34, 35 and 36, Commentary and 

Lesson 
 
 

3.1.1  Hadith        34:   Text,   Translation,   Commentary   and 

Lessons 
 
 

وا  V=1ن  ا          ا  ا    
   أ   *,#D ا  Dير ر   الله    ،   ل: * ,+ ر*(ل الله  ') الله  '#  و*'/ .-(ل: ( $ 
 q أ ,…

وذ  

، B'-B;  Z   SM.  /  نp;  ، 2 M'B;  Z   SM.  /  نp;  ،هD#   ه #H#';  أرى  $ 6/  $ 6  ا  
اe.  ن ). هاور $M'/ [ر / : 49].

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

34 
 

From Abū Sa‘īd al-Khudri who said: I heard the apostle of God 

say: 

‘When anyone of you notices anything that is disapproved of (by 

God), let him change it with his hand, or if that is not possible then 

with his tongue, or if that is not possible then with his heart, though 

this is the weakest (kind of) faith.’ A Muslim relates it. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

This life is full of atrocities which are prohibited by Islam. Muslims 

are already aware of these prohibited things. It is then incumbent 

on us to try, within our means, to ward off any abnormality in 

the society any time we notice it. However, this hadith mentions 

three ways by which we can effect necessary corrections 

depending on the situation or circumstances  of the  occurrence.  At 

times  we may  result  to the last mode (using our heart) to reject 

any atrocity. We should however not be using this style always as 

it is tagged the weakest faith. This is a very good example of 

jihad for Muslims. 

 
Lesson

s 
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The following lessons are derivable from the discussion 

above: 
 

1.        We are saddled with the responsibility of effecting 

correction of any disapproved thing in our midst. 

2.        The best for a Muslim is to correct people to desist from 

bad behaviours. 

3.        It is sin to overlook any atrocity thrive in the society 

when we can at least codemn it in our mind. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 1
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Write  in  Arabic  Text,  hadith  34.  Comment  on  it  and  

enumerate  its lessons. 

 
3.1.2  Hadith 35  Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons 

 
 
 ا         ا          او  V=1ن

، و^ وا D* @< ^ ) :/'*الله )'  الله  '#  و    ھ . ة ر   الله    ،   ل:   ل ر*(ل 

    أ

، و^ .Z#  &'  /6W,  ZB  ,„، و:(2(ا        B د الله إf(ا2 ، وا  و^  >Wz B(ا، و^ >Dا   

 ^ .‚'    و^ .   P  ، و^ .P6  ، و^ .@- ه، ا S-(ى ھ  ھ   ) و.N#  )'& الله >  NE(ا،

،/'M  أخ ا  /'M  ا 

&'  /'M  5 ا: ،/'M  ه ا fأن .@-  أ ات – (  @RM ا$ ءى  ره dFث $  D( & و*'/ إ  

#'  
 ا  M'/ !  ما: د$  و$    و          ). هاور $M'/ [ر / : 2564].

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

34 
 

From Abu Hurayrah who said: the Apostle of God said: ‘Do not 

envy one another. Do not vie with one another. Do not hate one 

another. Do not be at variance with one another, and do not 

undercut one another in trading, but be servant of God. A Muslim is 

a brother to a Muslim. He does not oppress him, nor does he 

forsake him nor deceive him nor despise him. 

 
God- fearing, piety is here’ and he pointed to his breast thrice. ‘It is 

enough evil for a man that he should despise his Muslim brother. 

The blood, property and honour of every Muslim are inviolate to a 

(fellow) Muslim.’ Muslim relates it. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

This tradition is aimed at maintaining a peaceful co-existetence 

among Muslims in the society. A Muslim is expected to be his 

brother’s keeper. Islam forbids competition among the Muslims. A 

Muslim should allow his brother to have what he likes for himself. 

He should not despise his Muslim brother or hate him. He should 

not be too far from him when he needs help. 
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It is the duty of the Muslims  to protect the life and property 

of his brother. Meanwhile, it should be noted that the property of a 

Muslim is forbidden to the other and he should never lay claim to 

them. 

 
This hadith also cautions that Muslims should put their statements 

into actions. This means that he should practise what he preaches. It 

is by so doing that he can be referred to as a true believer. 

Lesson

s
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1.        Islam recommends peaceful co-existence among 

Muslims. 

2.        Muslims are brothers to one 

another. 

3.        The property of a Muslim is forbidden to 

another. 

4.        Faith must be accompanied by 

deeds. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 2 
 

Translate the above hadith into English language and comment 

fully on it. 

 
3.1.3  Hadith 36: Text, Translate, Commentary and Lessons 

 
دس او  V=1ن  ا         ا    

Q  :  $%$    c 2  $ ) :الله  '#  و*'/،   ل &'(  B  ھ . ة ر   الله    ،    ا   

    أ

  ب ا c 2    #2D الله    :     Q $  :  ب .(م ا -# $Q، و$  .M.  M,$ &'   M الله    '#  ; 

:  $ DB, ن ا : $ DB, والله ;     (ن ا   ة، و$  *S*   'M$  S  ه الله ;   ا 2D#  اوfm  ة، 

fm2#  اوD ا Z  SEو$  ا ،Q = 5 الله        ط  .-  إ    ا ?*   '     #; c S'.  -.  ط q'*    

;     (ن أf# ، و$
،Q #6M ا /?#'   + i2  ^را*(2    # ?/؛  إDS.ب  الله،  و S:  ن)'S.  م  ;    #+  $    #(ت  الله) 

:  ھ/ الله ;#     Dه، و$   أ       M. /    '         b ع    وذ  ،Q6nd  ا /?S !و ،Q ! ا /?S#Nzو 
 BM2  ). هاور $M'/ [ر / : 2699]  ?Pا ا ' †.

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

36 
 

From Abu Hurayrah relating from the Prophet who said: 

“Whosoever dispels from a true believer some grief pertaining to 

this world, God will dispel from him some grief pertaining to the 

day of resurrection. Whosoever brings ease to his brother who is 

in hardship, God will ease his  hardship  on  earth  and  in  the  

hereafter.  Whosoever  protects  his brother God will protect him 

on earth and in the hereafter. Allah will assist a man as long as he 
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assists his fellow brother.  Whosoever paves a way to seek for 

knowledge, Allah will make easy his path to paradise. No 

community ever assembles in one God’s house to recite God’s 

book and carefully  study it amongst  themselves  but tranquility  

descend to them and mercy covers them, and the angels surround 

them , and God will count them among those who are with him.   

But he whose work detains him will not be hastened by his (noble) 

ancestry.’ Muslim relates it in these words.
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Commentar

y 
 

This   is   in   continuation   of   the   previous   tradition.   It   

encourages brotherhood among the Muslims. Muslims must ever 

be ready to help one another  in times  of difficulties.  A Muslim  

must not  forsake  his Muslim counterpart in his trial periods. He 

must be ready to help as much as he can. In return for this, Allah 

has promised great rewards and assistance. This tradition also 

emphasises the act of seeking for knowledge:  In fact,  there is a 

hadith  that recommends  searching  for knowledge  right from 

birth till death. We can also deduce from this Hadith the need to 

remember God always by coming together to teach ourselves about 

Allah from His book. We would see that Allah does not want us to 

live in isolation of one another, and that in return for our virtuous 

deeds He has promised rewards. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the discussion 

above: 

 
1.        We are urged to be our brother’s 

keepers. 

2.        Allah is ready to help us if we help our 

counterparts. 

3.        We are mandated to seek for 

knowledge. 

4.        The significance of gathering in a mosque to remember 

God is also stressed. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 3 
 

Enumerate the teachings contained in hadith 

36. 

 
4.0     CONCLUSION 
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The  divinely-inspired  messages  of  the  Prophet  are  mechanisms  

for living a good life. The Prophet has, through these messages, 

taken cognisance   of  the  decadence   that  would   definitely   

permeate   our generation  and  suggested  three  methods  by  

which  they  could  be corrected. The same thing applies to hadiths 

35 and 36 which treated virtually the same thing. 

 
5.0     SUMMARY 

 
 

In hadith 34, the Prophet stated three methods by which a 

Muslim can correct others’ mistakes:  by hand,  by tongue  

or by mind; although the last one is the weakest kind of 

faith. 

Admonition against vices is the central theme of  hadith 35.  

In it the Prophet preached against envy, unhealthy 

competition with one another, hatred and hanky panky in 

trade.
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He  emphasised  Islamic  brotherhood  and  campaigned  

against oppression, deceit and such other vices. 

The Prophet further stated that the fear of God is in the heart 

and that to despise one’s brother is an evil; 

Finally, hadith 36 stipulates the reward accruable to certain 

acts of devotion. 

According to the hadith, whosoever removes grief from 

another person,  Allah  will  remove  grief  from  him  on  the  

Day  of Judgment. 

The  same  applies  to  those  who  alleviate  the  lots  of  a  

needy person and those who shield others. 

The hadith reiterated the importance of knowledge, charity 

and group-learning. 

 
6.0     TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMEMT 

 
List and comment on the Prophetic teaching as contained in hadith 35. 

 

7.0     REFRENCES/FURTHER READING 
 

Abdul, A. A.  (n. d). Durūs-ud-Din-I-Islam lissannat-I-ūla wal wustah. 

Kano: a bu-s-si’ud wa uthman-t-tayyib 

Publishers. 
 

Al-shūrawardy,   Al-Ma’mūn   (1954).   The   Sayings   of   Muhammed. 

London: John Murray 

Ltd. 

 
Jeffery, A., ed. (1962). A Reader on Islam: Mouton & 

Co. Fazlul-karim (n.d). Al Hadis. Lahore: Book 

House Pub. 

Fazlul-karim,   A.M.   (1979).   Al-Hadis   of  mishkat-ul-masābih   Book 

2.Lahore: Malik Surajuddin and Sons 

Publications. 

 
Ibrahim,  E.,  &  Johnson,  D.  D.  (1980).  An  Nawāwi’s  Forty  Hadith 

(Translated). Lebanon: The Holy Quran Publishing 

House. 



ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH 

83
83 83

83 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Ibn   Rajab   al-Hanbali   (2002).   Jami-ul-ulūm   wal   hikam   fi   

sharh Khamsīna  Hadithah  min jawāmi’il  kalām.  Cairo:  

dar-l-fajr  ljt- turaath. 

 
Khan,  M.  M.  (1981).  The  Translation  of  the  Meaning  of  sahih  

al- bukhari (Arabic – English). Vol. 1 Riyad: maktabah al-

riyad al hadithah. 

 
Lemu, B. A. (1990). Islamic Studies for Senior Secondary Schools 1, 2 

& 3. Minna: Islamic Education 

Trust.



ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH 

84
84 84

84 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Raheemson, M. O. (2002). Essentials of Islamic Studies Book 1 

& 2. 

Lagos: Meticulous Design & Print Shop.



ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH 

85
85 85

85 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

UNIT 4       HADITHS 37, 38, 39 AND 40 
 
 

CONTENTS 
 
 

1.0      Introduction 

2.0      Objectives 

3.0      Main Content 

3.1      Hadiths 38, 39 and 40 

3.1.1   Hadith  37:  Text,  Translation,  Commentary  and 

Lessons 

3.1.2   Hadith  38:  Text,  Translation,  Commentary  and 

Lessons 

3.1.3   Hadith  39:  Text,  Translation,  Commentary  and 

Lessons 

3.1.4   Hadith  40:  Text,  Translation,  Commentary  and 
Lessons 

4.0      

Conclusion 

5.0      

Summary 

6.0      Tutor-Marked 

Assignment 

7.0      References/Further 

Reading 

 

1.0     INTRODUCTION 
 

Hadith 37 to 40 are the four texts for discussion in this unit. The 

theme of hadith 37 is on the role of intention in whatever a man 

does; good or bad, and Allah’s manner of rewarding those 

actions. Hadith 38 deals with those whom Allah loves most and 

the calamity  that will befall whosoever offends them. The Arabic 

text, translation, commentary and lessons of the hadiths will be 

considered. 

 
2.0     OBJECTIVES 

 
At the end of this unit, you should be able 

to: 
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read all the hadith texts fluently 

translate them into English 

language discuss the commentary 

extensively 

give the moral lessons contained therein 

describe the uniqueness of each of them.
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3.0     MAIN CONTENT 
 
 

3.1      Hadiths 37, 38, 39 And 40 
 
 

3.1.1  Hadith 37: Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons 
 
وا  V=1ن  ا         ا        

رك  B<   الله )'& الله  '#  و*'/ ;#   . و.     ر     B س ر   الله   ?  ،    ر*(ل 

    ا

 ?' ,. /'; Q M@    /ھ     ; ،q ذ   #    /F ،ت ƒ#M وا إن الله >,  & :RS ا @M ت     ل: ( 

وإن ھ/  ?  ;, '?  :BS?  الله >,  &   Dه    M!  N ت إ & *Qn     ,B و>,  &،  ،Q'$ : Q  M! 

 :BS?  الله   Dه

إون ھ/  ?   ،Q'$ : Q M! هD   الله  ?BS:  ?' ,. /'; Qƒ#M  /وإن ھ  إ & أ , ف :`# ة، 

…,  

اوره ا  B   ير [ر / : 6491] و$M'/ [ر / : 131] ;  !Dة ).  وا   Qƒ#* هD   الله  ?BS:   

?' ,; 
 ()@#@#?  )  ?Pه ا @  فو.
 

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

37 
 

From Ibn ‘Abbas relating from the Apostle of God among the 

things he related from his Lord. He said: “verily God has written 

down the good deeds and the evil deeds.” Then he clarified that, 

“whosoever proposes to do a good deed but does not perform it, 

God writes it down with him as a perfect good deed, but if he 

proposes it and performs it God writes it down with him as ten 

good deeds, up to seven-hundred fold, or more than that manifold. 

But if he proposes an evil deed and does not perform it,  God  

writes  it  down  with  him  as  a  perfect  good  deed,  and  if  he 

proposes it and does it, God writes it down as an evil deed.” 

Bukhari and Muslim, each in his Sahih, had thus related it. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

mailto:#@
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This tradition points out how much God loves those who do 

good. He has promised to give tremendous rewards to good 

doers. 

 
Allah has rewards for a good intention and more rewards if it is 

transformed  into action. There is also reward for an evil 

thought not acted. However, Allah will not condone any evil 

intention translated into action. 
 

This hadith is a perfect indication that we should not be planning 

evil to the extent of carrying it out against our human 

counterparts.  We are expected to do good always.
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Lessons 

The following lessons are derivable from the discussion 

above: Actions are judged according to intention. 
It urges us to be doing good deeds always. 
It warns us of the punishment on evil deeds. 

There is reward for an evil thought which is not acted upon. 

There are many rewards for a good thought transformed into action. 

 

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1 
 

Read hadith 37 very well to enhance your fluency. 

 
3.1.2  Hadith 38 Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons 

 
 

 ا         ا       او  V=1ن
إن الله >,  &   ل: الله )'  الله  '#  و*'/: (      أ   ھ . ة ر   الله    ،   ل:   ل ر*(ل 

، #'   S           S;إ     $   ا R!ء أ  N  يDB    ب، و$  >-  ب إ  @         S2 آذ  D-;  # دى     و       

ذا أ!SBB  : + * ,  ا Pي .Z  M   ، و C ه $ p; ، B!أ  S! 5;ب إ       (ا -S. يDB  

ال i. ^و 
 ƒ 9         #  ، و     b*  ƒ و ، ?    N  .   S ا  'E ور  ، ?  Š B.  <◌◌ ال  ا Pي .CB     ، و.Dه 

 ا*S, ذ2P#    9   2 ). هاور ا  B   ير [ ر / : 6502 ].
 

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

38 
 

From Abu Hurayrah who said: the Apostle of God said. “Verily 

God has said: ‘whosoever acts with enmity towards a friend of 

mine, against him will I indeed declare war. No servant of mine 

draws near to me with anything I like more than that which I have 

laid on him as an incumbent duty. And a (true) servant of mine will 

continue drawing near to me with supererogatory act of worship so 

that I may love him. Then when I love him I become his ear with 

which he hears (things); his eyes with which he sees (things); his 

hands with which he handles (things); his feet with which he walks. 

If he shall ask Me (of anything) I shall surely give him; and if he 

takes refuge with Me I will surely give him refuge.” 
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Bukhari relates 
it. 

 

Commentar

y 
 

This  hadith  urges  us  to  fear  God  wherever  we  are.  We  must  

be conversant  with our obligatory  duties towards  Him.  Apart 

from this, there are some other duties that are not made 

compulsory for us but if we can be doing them we will be greatly 

rewarded. These will include saying of nafilats, giving alms from 

time to time (apart from Zakat),
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helping anybody who is in need of help without expecting any 

reward(s) from the person and doing some other sunnah of the holy 

Prophet and those of his companions. 

 
Any Muslim, who does these in addition to his obligatory duties, 

will become a good friend of God who will be shielded by Him 

from all evils. Even, God promised to declare war on anyone who 

plans evil against such a person. By and large, God is ready to 

listen to the call of such a person and also to reward him with 

paradise. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the discussion 

above: 

 
1.        We must fear Allah in all our 

dealings. 

2.        Obligatory duties to Allah must be jealously 

performed. 

3.        Performance of supererogatory duties is also 

recommended. 

4.        Anybody who performs the above is a friend of 

God. 

5.        God is ready to protect the person from all 

evils. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 2 
 

Comment on hadith 38 and enumerate its 

lessons. 

 
3.1.3 Hadith 39 Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons 

 
 
وا  V=1ن  ا         ا  " !  

    B س ر   الله   ?  ، نأ ر*(ل الله &') الله  '#  و*'/   ل: ( نإ الله >= زو      
   ا

اوره ا     $ E  [ر / : 2045]  ،  M!  €.D!  

.( 

    ا            b او   M# ن و$   ا*6S ھ(ا   '# 

S$أ 
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    7 / 356] وz#  ھ  .
M ا ]   -?#B او

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

39 
 

From ibn abbas (who related) that apostle of god said: ‘verily 

god has for   my   sake   overlooked   the   mistakes   and   

forgetfulness   of   my community,  and  what  they  are  forced  to  

do’.    This  is  an  excellent tradition which Ibn Majah and al-

Bayhaqi and others have related.
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Commentar

y 
 

This is another mercy which God has bestowed on us. He knows 

our nature. Thus, He promised not to punish us for sins we commit 

out of mistake or ignorance. 

 
This means that since knowledge about life and how to live therein 

is a gradual development,  one can not know everything once 

and for all. Some sins may be committed rather out of mistakes 

or ignorance and still they will not be recorded against us. 

 
At times a person may be coerced to do some things against his 

will; God has vowed to overlook such actions. The tradition goes a 

long way to explain the fact that God loves us and therefore does 

not want any unnecessary hardship to befall us. 

 

Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the discussion 

above: 

 
1.        Sins committed out of mistakes are not punishable by 

God. 

2.        Anybody forced to act against his wish will not be 

punished. 

3.        It shows the love and kindness of Allah to 

us. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 3 
 

Explain vividly the message contained in hadith 

39. 

 
3.1.4  Hadith 40 Text Translation, Commentary and Lessons 

 
 ا         ا  ر $1ن

       ر   الله   ?  ،   ل: أPf ا  *(ل )'  الله  '#Q و*'/    B6 ، ;- ل: ( :  ; 
    ا
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 ‚S <  d; +#M$إذا أ أو      *B#5 ). و: ن ا          ر      الله    ?   .-(ل:   R.  z 

q2b:  #2D  اورها  .q<)   q< #!  $و ،q         qS@(  $ Pfء، و M    ا   ‚S <  d; 

+@B(إوذا أ  ا BC ح، 
 ا  B   ير [ ر / : 6416 ].

Translatio

n 
 

Hadith 

40 
 

From Ibn ‘Umar who said: ‘the Apostle of God took me by the 

shoulder and said: ‘be in this world as though you were a stranger 

or a traveler’.’’ now Ibn ‘Umar used to say: ‘when evening comes 

on you do not expect morning, and when morning comes do not 

expect evening. Take from your health (a precaution) for your 

sickness and from your life for your death.’ Bukhari relates this.

mailto:+@B
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Commentar

y 
 

This hadith cautions us from attaching most importance to this 

world. We are to see ourselves  as strangers or travelers. As a 

stranger, one knows  that  he  will  leave  the  strange  land  one  

day  and  so  must  be preparing for it. Also, a traveler does not 

know when the bus that will convey  him  to  his  destination  will  

arrive,  so  he  must  be  making necessary  preparations.  However,  

if  he  fails  to  prepare  and  the  bus caught him unaware he will 

arrive his destination with bare-hands. 

 
Since nobody knows tomorrow or what may happen in the next 

minute, our  motto  should  rather  reads  “be  prepared’’.  When  

the  morning comes we should have the belief that we may not 

witness the evening and vice-verse. 

 
If we can make use of this hadith we would see that we will be 

making adequate preparations everyday and when our deaths finally 

come we would have the cause to glorify Allah. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

The following lessons are derivable from the discussion 

above: 

 
1.        This world is 

ephemeral. 

2.        Remember death and prepare for it 

always. 

3.        Liking yourself to a stranger or traveler who will leave the 

place at any unannounced time. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 4 
 

Translate hadith 40 into English and enumerate its 

lessons. 

 
4.0     CONCLUSION 



ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH ISL222 TEXTUAL STUDIES OF THE HADITH 

96
96 96

96 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The benevolence of God becomes manifest in His manner of 

rewarding mankind for his actions. His benevolence also 

becomes obvious when He elevates mankind to the status of His 

friends. But becoming Allah’s friend is with a condition that 

mankind abides by His instructions. It is for these that Allah 

assured the Prophet that He had overlooked  the mistakes  of 

Muslim  Ummah  particularly  for Prophet’s  sake.  To this extent, 

Muslims have been told to always remember their final abode by 

living as if they would not see the next day.
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5.0     SUMMARY 

 
Hadith  37  is  a  hadith  qudsi  that  revealed  Allah’s  

way  of rewarding His servants on whatever action intended 

or done. Whoever  has  the  aim of doing  good  but  did not  

do it, Allah rewards him as a perfect good deed but if he 

does it he gets the rewards ten times up to seven hundred 

folds. 

For bad deed not done, a man gets the reward of a good 

deed but if carried out it will be written as one bad deed 

against him. 

Hadith  38  expresses  Allah’s  preparation  to  declare  

war  on whosoever shows himself as enemy to His friend. 

When a Muslim becomes pious, Allah becomes part and 

parcel of him and heeds his prayers. 

Hadith  39  gave  glad  tidings  to  the  Muslims  that  Allah  

had overlooked their mistakes for Prophet’s sake. 

Hadith forty stresses that man should see himself as a 

temporary sojourner on this earth and therefore should expect 

death at any time. 

 
6.0     TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

 
Give a brief summary of the message contained in hadith 40. 
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42 
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Lessons 

4.0      
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5.0      
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6.0      Tutor-Marked 

Assignment 

7.0      References/Further 

Reading 

 
1.0     INTRODUCTION 

 
This last unit will focus on the remaining two hadith texts. Hadith 

41 defines who a believer is while concluding hadith (hadith 42) 

which is hadith qudsi, focuses on Allah’s promise to forgive 

mankind of their sins no matter how big it may be. The study of 

the two hadiths shall include Arabic text presentation,  translation,  

commentary and lessons therein. 

 
2.0     OBJECTIVES 

 
At the end of this unit, you should be able 

to: 
 
 

read all the hadith texts fluently 

translate them into English 

language discuss the commentary 

extensively 

give the moral lessons contained therein 
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describe the uniqueness of each of them.
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3.0   MAIN CONTENT 
 
 

3.1   Hadiths 41 And 42 
 
 

3.1.1 Hadith 41 Text, Translation, Commentary and Lessons 
 
 

ديو ا ر $1ن          ا    

الله )' الله   ا        $@   DB       D الله           و     ا , ص ر       الله    ?  ،   ل:   ل ر*(ل 

.  ه   أ رو  . T#@(  M! €.D! .(    +ƒE      ,B< اه  ( ^ .%$  أ!S! /:D  .6(ن ھ(

  '#  و*'/:
.T#@( د *p  ( Q=@ ا ) ب S:  ; 
 

Translatio

n 
 

From  Abu  Muhammah  Abdullah  b.  Amr  b.  Al-‘Ās  who  said:  

The Apostle of God said: “no one of you is a true believer till his 

desire follows  the line of that with which I have come.” It is 

an excellent tradition and a genuine one, which we have related in 

kitab al-hujjah (an earlier work by al-Nawāwī) with a genuine 

isnad. 

 
Commentar

y 
 

Islamic foundation is the belief in oneness of Allah and the 

Prophethood and  messengership  of  Muhammad  (S.A.W).  As  

true  Muslims,  our actions must be in line with this belief. 

 
However, human beings are given conscience and sense of 

reasoning. There are so many things that our minds will desire and 

we will like to have or act upon. As a true Muslim, if your mind 

desires anything, you must first think of Allah’s injuctions on that 

thing and the saying and practices  of  Prophet  Muhammad  

(S.A.W)  with  regards  to  it.  For example, a person whose mind 

desires a bottle of beer should first think on the injunction of Allah 

and His Prophet about drinking of alcohol. If he now finds out that 

such action has no place in Islam, then he do away with it 

completely. On no condition must a Muslim allow his desires to 

override the injunction of Allah and the practice of the holy 

Prophet. Our desires must be in conjunction with what holy 

mailto:@$
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Prophet delivered to us.  A Muslim must be well-guided by the 

holy Qur’an and the hadith and Sunnah of the holy Prophet 

Muhammad (may Allah preserve him). This is the best way a 

Muslim is enjoined to live his life. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

1.        The hadith teaches  us that the Prophet is the best 

example to human beings. 

2.        Our  desires  must  be  in  conjunction  with  what  the  

Prophet brought, that is, Qur’ān and hadith.
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3.        Nobody  is  a  believer  until  he  acts  in  accordance  

with  the provitions of the Qur’ān and the hadith. 

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 1 
 

Translate hadith 41 into English language and comment 

on it. 

 
3.1.2  Hadith   42   Text,   Translation,   Commentary   and   its 

Lessons 
 

         ا       او  ر $1ن

 ا

:/  $M الله 0+ الله   &+-, و!+*  ]1ل: ( ( ل الله ر9 الله   &8,، ( ل: !C$\ ر!1ل     

 &   أ

1  ! آدم ! إ  W    د&8M1  روH`  8M1F ت    D          /+& W ن     W8 و^ أ     ،    ا     آدم     

رض   ا اب ا    [    8"-M1 أ W  إ ! آدم  W  &8 ن ا     C ء، =* ا!"H`  8M Ha ت  W،    ا    

روھا ا  "  Xي [ر(* : 3540 ] +a\ ذ 1    ^ M% ك     #-W"-M   f  ] ا Ha    G ة ). 

8"-[  *=    de 
.h-  0   R        R :ل 
 و(

Translatio

n 
 

From Anas who said: I heard the Apostle of God say: ‘God has 

said: O son of Adam, so long as you call on Me and you appeal to 

me, I will forgive you of whatever sin you have committed and I 

won’t care (the magnitude  of such sin). O son of Adam,  should 

your sins reach the horizon of the sky, and you seek for My 

forgiveness, I will forgive you. O son of Adam,  if you come to Me 

with sin as many as to fill the earth, and meet me without 

associating (any diety) with Me, then I should come to you with 

a like size amount of forgiveness.’ Tirmidhi relates it saying: ‘it is 

an excellent, genuine tradition.’ 

 
Commentar

y 
 

This hadith is a divine message called hadith qudsi. The 

requirements of Allah concerning our salvation lie in our fervent 

call upon Him in moments of prosperity and adversity. This in 
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order words enhances forgiveness. As obedient worshippers 

therefore, what we need to do is to seek his forgiveness and no 

matter how big our sin is, He forgives us out of His love and mercy. 

We should therefore shun shirk (polytheism) because it is most 

hated in His sight. 

 
Lesson

s 
 

1.        The hadith teaches that we should strive to be true 

believers. 

2.        It also teaches that the Prophet knows better than us in 

Islamic matters and therefore we must follow his footsteps. 

3.        It also becomes  imperative  on Muslims  to follow  the 

Prophet who would intercede on their behalf on the Day of 

Judgment.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT 

EXERCISE 2 
 

Support with relevant hadith the view that Allah is the most 

loving and forgiving God. 

 
4.0     CONCLUSION 

 
How do we measure the love and benevolence of Allah over us? He 

has promised for the umpteenth time that He is ever-ready to 

forgive our sins no matter how big. What He requires from the 

Muslims therefore is for  them  to  have  hope  in  Allah,  believe  

Him  and  do  not  associate anything with him because it is the 

gravest sin that Allah cannot forgive. One should also seek 

forgiveness from Him on the condition that he would not go 

back to sin again. 

 
5.0     SUMMARY 

 
Hadith 41 states that believer  must allow  his desire to 

follow what the Prophet has brought. 

Hadith 42 reiterates Allah’s commitment and promise to 

mankind that he would forgive them no matter the magnitude 

of their sin. 

 
6.0     TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT 

 
Allah  is Oft-Forgiving;  Most  Merciful  is  a verse  in the  Qur’an  

that corroborates hadith forty-two above. Explain further on this 

statement. 
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