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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The principal actor in news reporting is the reporTherefore, it is not out of place to
begin this course with an attempt to define a rean terms of who he/she is and
his/her functions.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit of study, you should beeatal:
e define journalism;
e explain who a reporter is; and
e explain the functions of a reporter.

3.0 MAIN BODY

3.1 What is Journalism?
News reporting and news writing fall within thelfleof journalism. Hence, we shall
begin by introducing you to the word journalism.

As an occupation, journalism refers generally tdimg for journals, but in particular
for newspapers and magazines. However journalissnelxpanded in meaning and
scope, to become the means by which you dissemmeates and views, and by so
doing formed itself into a limb of social awareneassuming an ethical dimension
and to some extent, requires legal accountabityt§ performance. The journalist, in



the performance of his or her duties, has to cahisith various legal and ethical
Issues.

With the rise of technology, the answer to whatpalism is today is more nuanced.
It is still the research and dissemination of neéwshe public. But you cannot just
print it in a newspaper and call it a day. There s® many ways that news can be
disseminated that it can be overwhelming for sttsléa choose which branch of
journalism to study. It is also difficult for joualism schools to develop curricula that
cover it all. The advent of "citizen journalism"mateurs who witness events and
write about them on the Internet- has blurred tinesl between the professional
journalist and the mere bystander.

3.2 Functions of the Press
The press has a four - fold function to perform:

To inform: This function refers to the collectiondadistribution of information
concerning events in the environment both outsidewithin a particular society.
Simply put, this is the news function.

To instruct: This function refers to the educatiatienension. Designing messages
primarily to reach a target group.

To entertain: Messages are designed primarily tasanand help readers to relax

To merchandise: This is the selling function of gress. Messages are designed
primarily to persuade the target group to purcltastain products.

3.3 The Reporter
In the performance of these functions, the key quaabty is the reporter: he/she
chronicles events as they happen and he is riggnthged, the unknown historian.

It is the reporter who goes out to get storiedliernews, and stories behind the news.
It is the reporter who generally attends press imggt conferences, scenes of
disasters or accidents, demonstrations and otlgyeméngs or developments, which

either make or explain the news (Alao: 1992).

It must be noted that in modern art of reportirgparters have their various areas of
specialization. Special reporters are assignedefmwrt crimes, sports, judiciary,
labour, entertainment, business and economy, foraigd aviation beats, among
others. Whether it is print or electronic mediag fanctions of reporters and editors
are the same: to write and shape the writing tbtheineeds of readers, listeners and
viewers.

Self-Assessment Exercise

Identify the role of the reporter in the society.



4.0 CONCLUSION

The reporter is that important individual that feejpurnalism to fulfill its role in the
society. An event cannot be said to be news # ot reported. As such, there is no
way we can talk about journalism in the societyhaiit first looking at the reporter
and his functions.

5.0 SUMMARY

The reporter occupies an enviable place in jousnaliHe is the one that records and
reports the events of the day. It must however diated out that in modern day

journalism there is no reporter who can report bbra@as of interest. Each reporter
now has his or her area of specialization. He/shers that beat regularly and by
doing so, becomes an expert on issues concerrengeiht.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
Name ten beats that a reporter can be assigned to.

With specific examples from Radio/TV Stations otiyghoice, explain the functions
of the press in your society.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

As earlier mentioned in unit one, the reporter poesi an important place in news
reporting. He/she is the ear and the eye of higtetium. It is what he/she reports
that the audience will know about. He/she touclhessIwith his report. As such, a
reporter must possess certain attributes for hintth&unction properly.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
¢ identify or define who a good reporter is; and
e mention some attributes of a good reporter.

3.0 MAIN BODY

3.1 Attributes of a Reporter
The following are some of the attributes of a régor

Nose for news:A reporter lives on news, he must have an instmatews, and

that is, he should be able to identify a newsworthignt. He should be able to
generate news from anyone no matter how importamsignificant that person

IS.

Good command of written and spoken language of himedium:

To do your job well, you must be proficient in tamguage of the news. This will
enable you to learn as many things as possible. gresent trend towards
specialization in news reporting makes it mandatoryeporters to learn as much
as possible on the subject they are assigned ¢b, @i politics, science, labour,
economics and history.

Speed and accuracyAs a reporter, you have to bear in mind thatyoudiona is
competing with others in the market. To meet a tieadyou need to race against
time in gathering and presenting news. Remembesdlyeng that journalism is
history in a hurry.



Objectivity: You need to develop the ability to be impartial,ergpnal, objective
and dispassionate. You should not shift the emphaasist the angle or colour the
story. Though you can afford to be ruthless, remless in condemning unfair
happenings in feature or editorial writings, neveparting differs; what the
listeners or readers want in news is fact and rair yopinion or emotional
reaction.

Perseverance:As a reporter you need to persevere and go the-extle while
pursuing a story. Remember that there is a widetyaof people, while some may
have news to offer, others may have, but may netilh@g to divulge it. As such,
if you are in undue haste, it may damage your iinyagon by causing you to miss
the vital part of the news.

Ability to establishing contacts: As a reporter, it is not enough foryou to know
how to establish contacts; you should try to sustantacts. Do not despise
anybody; the office assistant or even the cleangy be your best source in an
organization. So, be friendly with them, as you ldouant to be with their boss.

Trustworthiness: As a reporter, you need to respect the confideposesl in you
by your source. On no account should you divulgarysource of information.
Many reporters/journalists in the world have optedgo to prison; rather than
divulge the source of their information. In Nigerguch persons include Nduka
Irabor and Tunde Thompson.

Knowledge of working tools: To facilitate your job, you do not onlyneed to
possess some aids you must know how to use theeseTihclude a camera and
computer. In fact, in this age of computer-assigbednalism, it will be odd for a
reporter not to be computer literate and also khow to search for information
on the Internet. Besides, the knowledge of shodvaiti be an added advantage.

Ethics of the profession: Every profession regulates the conduct ofits
practitioners in terms of duty and ethical beharideournalism involves the kind
of trust that imposes strong obligations on allsthavho practice it. You should
keep abreast of the ethics of the journalism psxd@sand also obey the ethics.

Versatility: As a reporter you must have knowledge of the beaase assigned to
cover. Also, you need to know about the communityere you are operating.

Thus, take extra time to equip yourself with thiglity, as no school of journalism
will teach you that. A good reporter should also pkeasant, neat and stay
intellectually alert, optimistic and adaptable.

Self-Assessment Exercise
Discuss five major attributes of a reporter.



4.0 CONCLUSION

Journalism is more than knowing how to write neWs.be a reporter calls for certain
innate traits that must be mixed with the acquoeds. The attributes highlighted are
essential for effective news reporting.

5.0 SUMMARY

Your profession as a reporter calls for certairritaites which include good
educational background, ability to exercise restrapeed and accuracy, good sense
for news, wide range of knowledge, intelligenceagimation, punctuality, reliability,
occupational aids among others.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
A friend of yours who wants to be a reporter hgzra@ched you for advice. List ten
gualities of a good reporter to him or her.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Alao, D. (1992)News ReportingLagos; Unique Publications

Mencher, M. (2000)News Reporting and Writir‘@h (ed) Boston, McGraw Hill.

Sonaike F., (1987Fundamental of News Reportingeja, John West Publications
Ltd.

ltule, B. D & Anderson, D. A. (2008). News writiramd reporting, 7 edition. New
York: McGraw Hill

Harrower, T. (2013)Inside Reporting: A practical guide to the craffjefirnalism
3" edition. New York: McGraw Hill
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Newsgathering is the process of, or the art ofectihg raw materials for reporting. It
Is an important aspect of news reporting. How artep gathers news is the focus of
this unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit you should be able to:
e name different sources of news; and
e explain how to generate ideas for news stories.

3.0 MAIN BODY

3.1 The Newsroom

The heart of newsgathering operations is the newsrddere, the news editor (or
chief reporter) presides over the news desk, camgpilhe diary of jobs, briefing
reporters, monitoring the day's (or week's) coygg;ahecking the finished stories,
liaising with photographers, answer ing queriegnisig expenses and briefing the
editor and chief sub-editor on the progress of afpans.

Technology has changed the face of the newsroomporias still have their desks
but in place of the bedlam of typewriters and teteyes, there is the faint hum of
computer terminals, with their near silent keybsardnd the twinkle of telephone



console lights. Instead of piled up paper, newsiestoscroll across Visual Display
Unit (VDU) screens as reporters bend over themireals.

It is a change more apparent than real. Apart fileenshift to on-screen writing, the
reporter's role has not altered less than any dthéhe computerized newspaper
industry. Newsgathering and newswriting remainihey always were, the heart of a
newspaper's raison d’etre.

The news editor, who has invariably been a semiponter, briefs reporters in varying
details on the requirements and expected leng#tooies to be covered. Many of the
stories will be diary jobs - that is, jobs enteneddvance in the newsroom diary such
as courts, councils, committees, tribunals, ingepblitical speeches, weddings,
meetings, arts events, sporting fixtures and ogeoaremonies. Although the form of
an event is known in advance, what actually hapmens said or done on the day
makes the news.

There are also the unexpected events - deathgjeatsj fires, robberies, strikes,
weather stories, crashes, sinking, and occasiottalydd fight or elopement. A third
category of news jobs could be put together frgvofis i.e. information reaching the
office or a reporter could elicit potential new®rfr contacts. Such stories might
involve, or be about a variety of human situatiand achievements, tales of heroism
or of unfair or shady dealing. Tip-offs often prd&inewspaper, with more spectacular
and exclusive stories.

Some materials meant for a newspaper story, whielstdl referred to asopycan be
gathered via the telephone. A good deal of checkimgj preparation can be done in
the newsroom, the office library, where cuttingsstdries are filed and reference
books kept. For most reporters, however, work méeinsg out of the office. In fact,
being where the news is happening.

The news editor will expect check calls to be mhageeporters from the job so that
progress can be noted and briefings updated; aodl@t copy deadlines are met.

Reporters, even new ones, quickly become awarbeset routines. They will learn
from bitter experience that, no matter how wellythave written a story, if it misses
the edition, they are in trouble. They will learfsa that there is not "just one
deadline, but a deadline for each edition of thpepaand in some cases, special
deadlines for particular pages”.

Self-Assessment Exercise

Visit a newspaper house in your community and éaotthe following:
How many full time reporters are there?
Sources of news for the organization.
Important beats covered by reporters in the orgéioiz.

3.2 Calls and Contacts
News can be gathered either through personal vasitsy telephone, on known or
likely news sources; for example, the police, dfacers, hospitals, council officials,



MPs, undertakers and secretaries of organizatiBasiamentary journalists check
what questions have been put down to be answerenhibisters or attend press
briefings.

Whatever your newspaper, make your network of alsvide as time allows. Apart
from your attending court sessions, council andlipubeetings, this might be your
only contact with some important sources of origimaws. Since many calls may not
receive favourable responses, there is a limihétime worth spending on some of
them, such calls should nevertheless be made omsite whether on the phone or
personally.

Calls to religious ministers and secretaries ofanizations often turn up more
information about what is going to happen than wieg happened. Make a note of
these pieces of information.

Beyond routine calls, you need contacts. Make # disnames, addresses and
telephone numbers of your regular contacts.

3.3 Tip Off

Tip offs can be a source of big stories that cakenthe front page of the next edition
of your newspaper. Never shun the person who appesayou, even if you are busy
and get a message that someone is at the rece@iimg to see you.

3.4 Other Mass Media

One source of news ideas other than diary jobseathe news programmes of radio
and television — often in the form of a passing tieenof something that is going to

vitally affect your area. You should read your omewspaper, as well, to know what
topics are of current interest, and to find ideaswore news.

Also, remember to glance through the advert sectient could be a source of news.
If you get news from advertisements, check to ensait they have not already been
reported.

Besides your own paper, take time to glance atpaers you can lay hands on. Here
Is what you should look for:

e |deas for stories or future diary dates.

e Local stories reported elsewhere that your paper m&éssed and need or
require follow-up.

e |deas for pictures.

e National news that may have local echoes - i.eeéitjons that may involve
local people, marketing news in city and businedsimons that could affect
local trade.

e National sports items with local connections.

Other things to look for: letters to the editorami columns, show business items,
news in brief, sporting briefs, job advertisememtsls, obituaries; academics, church
and other appointments; news of industrial ordacstachnological developments.



Almost every pamphlet and piece of paper that comts the office is worth a
glance.

3.5 Chasing the Facts

When given an assignment by your news editor oefal@porter, it is up to you to
produce the story. But remember that however ateufair and well written your
account may be, its success will hinge on yourgyensnce in getting the facts. If you
are unsure of your briefing ask questions before ave the office. Be sure you
know what is expected of you. Give yourself timecteeck reference books. Above
all, check the library for any filed cuttings thatate to your assignment. Making use
of the filed cuttings should be second nature tepmrter. They can show if your story
really is new, and can fill you in with previousernces to the subject or to those
involved. “Press clippings” as they are usuallylezhlare a good source for back-
grounding your stories.

Nothing is more embarrassing than for a sub-editdrave to go back to the reporter
and say: ‘This is old news. It's been written abbafore. Haven't you read the
cuttings?’

At the same time, do not spend too much time onptleéiminaries. The informant
you need to see may have gone for the day. Remealdzethe time it will take you
to get from A to B. You might have three locatidaosvisit; if you have a set time to
meet someone, arrive a few minutes early rather liealate.

3.6 Tools for the Job

Don't forget your notebook - and mark the datesrafetence on it so you can refer to
your notes three months after to check if someounerigd your report. Your
knowledge of shorthand is important. This may rethe laborious Pitman shorthand,
but your own self-invented type.

Always dress suitably; reserve your casual clotbesff-duty periods. Jeans, leather
jackets and roll-up sweaters are not adequate tmt mngagements, but these may
vary considerably even in the course of a day. Reagll have more confidence in
you and your paper if you are smartly and approgigiadressed.

3.7 Note-Taking

You may be attending a meeting, a court hearing dinner at which your main task
Is to watch and listen to what goes on. Check waittofficial afterwards if there was
anything you did not understand. Ask the persorifernames of speakers you do not
know. Ensure you spell names correctly. Generpkpple feel bad when their names
are wrongly spelt.

At meetings, keep an ear open for unusual or isterg points of view, or for
decisions of interest to your paper. If it is avpnaial weekly it will require at least a
few sentences from each speaker. One long quote rimiemake up for four or five
not quoted at all. Your report should reflect tlagious points of view.
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You may not need long notes to wade through aftetsyabut you will need a
verbatim report of every important statement yaend to quote. To keep your notes
manageable, ignore the preliminaries, the platgwated the funny stories (unless they
are good enough to retell in the gossip column)y To edit long-winding
explanations.

Stay through at events to the end when possibig alhnoying to see an account of an
event in a rival paper based on some dramatic emtithat occurred five minutes after
you left. For courtesy sake, try to explain to $leeretary if you have to leave to attend
another function or prepare your story in time tetra deadline.

If a speaker refers to some published body of fatteck the reference afterwards. If
a speaker is replying to something someone has sasiire all speakers are quoted
correctly. If a speaker makes an attack on somaohpresent, give the other person a
right to reply. Reports of damaging statements outhan opportunity for the other
person to reply are a common source of grievanasignewspapers.

Watch out for the unexpected. For example, whearagm was cleared of a charge at
a Newcastle court in the U.K., he was carried asfagulder-high by the crowd. A
reporter who assumed the acquittal was the enteo§tory missed the high point of
the story.

3.8 Make Inquiries

If your job is to make inquiries rather than attemdunction, the cuttings library
should be your first port of call. But do not assuthat a cutting from your own
newspaper is necessarily accurate. Match it agathsts - and look for mistakes that
are copied from cuttings to stories which have thalres become cuttings.

Examine carefully the information you have. If nesary, talk personally to the
persons named.

For example, a council has built a group of houskean unusual kind. They are
centrally cooled, have small courtyards insteadyarfdens, have a garage each and
also a parking space. These spaces are behinatise;ha footpath, not a road, runs
along the front. You may ask why the council dedide build houses of this kind,
who designed them, what are the aims of the dewibg,the idea of courtyards, and
SO on.

3.9 Dealing with People

Persuade people you interview to let you use themes and addresses. Anonymous
guotes from 'a passer-by' carry little convictidhe readers might think you invented
them.

The danger in seeking personal views and statemisnthat you may cause
embarrassment or be considered intrusive. The @bd€onduct of the National
Union of Journalists reads: ‘In obtaining news octyres, reporters and press
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photographers should do nothing that will causen gai humiliation to innocent,
bereaved or otherwise distressed persons.’

Courtesy is the best policy. Explain your persom gour mission. Do not ask
guestions in an aggressive or demanding mannerouf presence is unwelcome,
leave. Never go to the house as a bearer of dadrnews. Allow the police to do their
work first. Be patient and sympathetic with people.

If you are dealing with people against whom allexyet have been made you may
need to be tougher. Point out that it is in thefeiest to make a comment rather than
let a one-sided story go to the public.

You will discover that every person you talk toJlwhed light on a given situation in
a slightly different light. Here you must rely oowr judgment of what you have been
told to make your account as balanced and accasmf®ssible. The basic facts of a
situation often seem like a nut covered in shetbrughell. The reporter's task is to
remove the shells to get at the truth.

Make your interviews in person if you can. Peoplefer to talk to someone they can
see before them rather than at the other end @ephone. Besides, going to see your
informants helps you to get to know them, which mhige useful in the future. It
makes it easier to listen and to seize opportuniie further questions on the spot.
But do make proper appointments if there is time.

If you cannot get to the person you want to, theflsomeone else who might be of
help. Try to avoid being put off with promises ofsaers “see me tomorrow or next
week”. Also, if you can, avoid confidential mattars case they get into print and
cause embarrassment. If you are given confideinfiafmation be sure to honour it.

If people try to persuade you to keep your story aiuthe paper, tell them you will
pass on their request to on the editor. Do not naalkepromises. Put your questions
to them just the same. Do not be fobbed off by dpeisked to talk to someone else.
The other person may be unavailable on the day.

3.10 Be Fair

If your inquiry concerns local government affairgdas controversial, rather than do
the routine, get in touch with the chairman of tle&evant council committee. For
example, the chairman of the education committealdvbe more useful than the
education officer.

Where there are controversial matters, be surettomyto people on both sides of the
argument. If anyone is reluctant to give informagipoint out how damaging a one-
sided report could be. Getting both sides of aysteryour safeguard against the
inaccuracy of prejudiced informants. One-sidedistocan also be damaging and
legally dangerous.

Similarly, when you are writing about a report @cdment containing allegations or
criticisms about people, give them an opporturotynake their reply.
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3.11 Be Thorough

You cannot be too thorough. You need to answethallquestions the reader might
ask and all the questions you will ask yourself wigeu write your report. The name,
occupation and full addresses of those you obtaimfedmation from are essential.

Do not be satisfied merely with recording opinio®t people to give the facts on

which they have based their opinions. For example, strike, what the two sides say

about each other matters less than the facts osithation that caused the conflict.

You need these facts. It is interesting to see th@ahard facts of a dispute can get lost
in the midst of heated arguments.

There are other points of detail that may not beessary but which will add life and
reality to your story: the feel of the place whare event happened, the colour of a
suit... Get all the facts you can, when you can.

There is no substitute for facts. You can alwaysprdown; but it is hard to add to
facts when you have left the scene and the peaple all gone home, and you have
not made any notes.

3.12 Who to Ask and Where to Look

Here is an alphabetical list of possible informaantsl useful documents in obtaining
and checking information. Don’t forget that a localiversity will have experts on a
wide range of subjects. It may publish a list.

Accidents: Local police, Federal Road Safety Corp, ambulaatest, hospitals,
police press office, doctors, eyewitnesses (butabewf accepting allegations as fact),
firms or persons owning vehicles involved, (speakitnagers) or owners.

Air: Airport managers, operating companies, tour opesatmavelcompanies, aircraft
building and leasing firms, Ministry of Aviation.

Architecture: Owners or proposals of buildings, council archiggdotal architects,
civic society, conservation society, Nigerian Socef Engineers.

Army: Public relations officers at divisional headquatand majorcamps, press
office Ministry of Defence, regimental depots (esp#y for history).

Arts: Librarians, art gallery and museum curators, sadest of arts/music societies,
arts departments at colleges, theatre managers) tmwcounty arts and drama
organizers, education officer or director, festioedanizers.

Betting and gaming: Bookmakers, club managers and secretaries,localcdo(fior
regulations), Acts of Parliament in public refereribrary.

Buses: Company managers, traffic commissioners (for licegmatters), local
councils, consumer organizations.

13



Cars: Automobiles Associations and Royal Automobile Clupgarages and dealers,
police.

Children's welfare: Education officer or director, school medicalofficdirector of

social services, chairman social services commiiteeechildren in care), inspector
National Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Cindd, local secretary or organizer
National Society for Mentally Handicapped Child(@&tencap), local health authority.

Churches: Clergy, ministers, bishops and their secretarieschaplains,
superintendents and district chairmen.

Elections: Council press office (size of electorate, numbeair@ames of' nominated
candidates), party agents and local secretargigmral agents.

Electricity: Electricity-generating companies, power stationngens, regional
electricity companies, consumer bodies.

Education: Federal and State ministries of education, edutpéiastatals and
tertiary institutions.

Exports: Regional press office for the Department of Trade Bdustry, export
companies, Manufacturers' Associations.

Farming: ADP Ministry of Agric, Farmers’ Associations.
Health: Ministry of health and health related parastatathsasNAFDAC.

Hospitals: Press officer of hospital trusts, hospital telegg§mquiries concerning
casualties admitted), local health authority, comityuhealth council.

Houses:Local estate agents, surveyors and (for prices)singassociations, building

society bulletins, council housing department, hagsnanager, chairman housing
committee, Citizens' Advice Bureau, chief enviromtaé health inspector, the Census
(figures on houses without baths), council press®f{improvement grants), council

architect, engineer and surveyor, local buildersperty developers.

Medicine: Doctors, local secretary, Nigerian Medical Assaoigtocal family health
services authority (complaints).

Mental health: Director of social services, local health authgntgdical
superintendent or consultant at psychiatric hokpita

Old people’s welfare: Directors of social services, secretaries ofsemwitizens’
clubs, clergy, ministers of religion, Age Concerns.

Planning: State or city planning officer, council surveyorglangineers, chairman of
planning committee, secretary civic societies amt ¢rusts, friends of the Earth.

Railways: Company public relations officers will be willing thelp;for a quick
answer approach a station master, district mar@georkshop manager.
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Road transport: Road Transport Associations, Ministry ofTransport.

Schools: Chief education officer, chairman of education cattes,divisional
education officer (in countries), school headsal®ecretaries of Nigerian Union of
Teachers and National Association of School ma&iaersn of Women Teachers.

Scientific matters: heads of departments at universities and collefastber
education.

Shipping: Ship owners and lines, local office of Shippersrumije mployers), local
representative of National Union of Seamérade unions: Local contacts vital here
for reporters — trade unionrepresentatives carabe to find; most sizeable unions
have regional offices but there may be only a cterkduty.

Unemployment figures:Federal Office of Statistics, Ministry ofLabour and
Productivity.

Weather: Meteorological office, geography department at arsityor polytechnic.

Youth employment: Careers officer for town or district, trainingandt&rprise
Council.

Youth organizations: Local youth organizers, state youthorganizers,fatgecation
officer or director of education, local secretari®souts, Guides, Boys’ Brigade, etc.,
secretary county youth clubs association, youtlplelras and other clergy, secretary
of local standing conference of youth organizations

4.0 CONCLUSION
As a reporter, you need to know the various souofeews and also try to generate
news worthy ideas. Regular contact with your sasiafenews is also necessary.

5.0 SUMMARY

There are various sources of news to a reporteanties from calls and contacts, tip-
offs, reading newspapers and visiting institutioimst are related to your beat. You
however need to be thorough and fair in your sechews.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
You are doing a story on someone who died of famdgn. Think and make a list of
relevant places you will visit before writing thiey.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

For a proper analysis of the press in any sociétis essential to understand the
theories of the press that operate in that societya large extent, the theories of the
Press determine the mode of operation of the mediaach society. This unit
therefore focuses on theories of the Press.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit you should be able to:
e explain the various theories of the press; and
¢ relate the theories of the Press to what obtaitNigeria.

Traditionally, students as well as some teachemadgs communication are familiar
with “the four theories of the press”, thereby aolahe title of the influential book

by Siebert, Peterson and Schramm (1855). The autimade what Kunczik (1988)

describes as probably the first attempt to develmiematic, normative views on the
ways in which the mass media operate in differgme$ of societies.

However, scholars of mass communication have mlithat the so-called four
theories of the press belong to the normative theBut there are other general types
of theory beside the normative, as observed by Nd@2000).

Also, there are at the moment, more than four nowmatheories of the press
recognized in the literature (Folarin, 1998). O¢herre social-scientific theory,
working theory and common sense theory.

3.0 MAIN BODY
Normative Theories
The well known four theories of the press belongghis category. They seek to
locate media structure and performance within thiewin which they operate. These
theories are authoritarian, libertarian (or freess), soviet-communist, and social
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responsibility theories. McQuail, 2000 also dravitergtion to two other emergent
normative theories, namely: Democratic-participifedia theory and Development
Media Theory. The following will introduce you ta&h of these theories:

3.1 Authoritarian Media Theory

The authoritarian theory of the press dates backheo 18 century. As Kunczik
(1988) points out, it arose from the state phildgomf absolutism, in which
recognition of the truth was entrusted to only akmumber of ‘sages’ who exercised
leadership in a kind of top-down approach.

Whether the ownership was private or public, authnan media existed to service
the government in power, and were forbidden toictz# the government or its
functionaries.

The instruments of authoritarian control of the raedre many and varied. They
include heavy taxation, repressive legislations dmdct or subtle state control of
staffing.

The authoritarian theory aptly described the tititeason of the 14 century England.
Traces of this still exist today in countries where have the press being controlled
by repressive governments.

3.2 Soviet-Communist Media Theory

Closely related to the authoritarian theory is sb&iet-communist media theory that
was prevalent in the old Soviet Union. Accordinglics theory, the main task of the
press is to promote the socialist system and mainl@ sovereignty of the working

class through the communist party. The media wageu direct state control and
treated as an arm of government. Outside governn@etiiodox and loyal party

members could only use them.

The theory differs from authoritarian media theoryhat it seeks to use the media to
support development and change towards the attainroé the goals of the
communist party, whereas, authoritarian theory s¢éekise the media to maintain the
status quo. Both theories subject the media tadstate control.

3.3 Libertarian Theory (Free Press Theory)

The libertarian or free press theory believes #atindividual should be free to
publish what he or she likes and to hold and expsnions freely. The theory
flourished most in the earlier half of the”i@entury, during which reference to the
press as ‘The Fourth Estate of the Realm’ becamermm (Folarin: 1998).

Libertarian media practitioners are well known tiegir philosophy of rationalism and
natural rights. They exist to check on governmehiciv requires that they be free
from government control.

The theory does not however obliterate the lawsdefamation, obscenity and
invasion of privacy. It believes that human beingduding journalists are rational

17



and are able to distinguish between right and wrdrngrefore, censorship is not a
requirement.

The First Amendment of the American Constitutiomjeh forbids the Congress from
making laws that infringe on freedom of speechfahe Press, is a good example of
the libertarian theory at work.

3.4 Social Responsibility Theory

Also associated with the western countries, pddrbu Britain and Sweden, is the
social responsibility theory of the press. Thisottyeplaces emphasis on the moral and
social responsibilities of persons, who, and ingohs which operate the mass media.
Such responsibilities include obligation to provithee public with information and
discussion on important social issues and the awaciel of activities that are harmful
to public welfare and security of the state. It #&dmo censorship, but depends solely
on the maturity of proprietors, editors and repasite

The main difference to the libertarian theory o t#ress lies in the demand for social
responsibility which, if need be, can be forcedtlom press by other institutions when
it acts contrary to the principles of social respbitity.

3.5 Democratic Participant Theory

The main thrust of this theory as enunciated byi®&fcQualil lies on the insistence
that the existing bureaucracy as well as commesma professional hegemony in
media systems be broken down, so as to guarantes ezedia access to all potential
users and consumers.

It believes that previous media theories have daitedeliver the expected results and
therefore calls for grassroots participation in ¢oatrol of the media.

3.6 Development Media Theory
This theory seeks to explain the normative behavaduhe press in countries that are
classified as ‘third world’ or ‘developing countsie The major tenets of Development
media theory, as postulated by McQuall are:
» Media must accept and carry out positive develogniasks in line with
naturally established policy.
» Freedom of the media should be open to economicifies and development
needs of the society.
= Media should give priority in their content to thational culture and language.
= Journalists and other media workers have respditisias well as freedom in
their information gathering and dissemination tasks
* In the interest of development, the state has fa tmintervene in, or restrict
media operation.

Self-Assessment Exercise
List the four categories of general social the@gognized by McQuail.

18



Which of the theories (or a combination of) is @gtemal in Nigeria?

4.0 CONCLUSION

It is essential to point out that these theories strictly speaking, not mutually
exclusive in operation. Elements of the social oasbility theory can be seen in
countries where libertarian theory operates. Tieesean be said of elements of
libertarian theory in countries that operate th@aaesponsibility theory. The
difference between Soviet Communist and the Autaoan theories is more or less a
matter of degree. In Nigeria for example, elemefitsocial responsibility theory are
gradually finding their way into what is perceivedbe an authoritarian press
atmosphere.

5.0 SUMMARY

In highlighting the general theories of the preamaly, the normative theory, social
scientific theory, working theory and the commonssetheory, this unit has discussed
in detail the normative theory. These include artaoan theory, libertarian theory,
Soviet -Communist theory and the social responsibilheory. Others are the
Democratic participant and Development Media theory

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
1. Compare and contrast the Authoritarian and Soveti@unist Media
Theories.
2. Define Development Media Theory
3. State two of the basic principles of the theoriest tyou consider the most
crucial.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Folarin, B. (2005):Theories of Mass Communication: Anintroductory Téeidan,
Sterling-Horden Publishers Nigeria Ltdpp 18-35.

McQuail, D. (2010)Mass Communication theory‘,hédition,London: Sage.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Like all other professions, journalism has cert@imminologies that are peculiar to it
and which reporters must acquaint themselves Wiis unit introduces you to some
of the terminologies that you will come acrossha tourse of this study.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
= List some terminologies that are peculiar to jolism& and
= Explain the terminologies in ordinary language than-journalists would
understand.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

Journalism has developed a language of its owm, dikery industry or profession.
Many words have been adopted and given a new ferelift meaning in both the print
and broadcast media. Below are some of these words.

You may need to read more in any of the recommebde#ls on Newswriting and
Reporting.

3.1 Terminologies
Across the board: Programmes broadcast seven days a week at the

same time

Ad: Abbreviation for advertisement

Add: Additional news matter to be added to a news
Story

Air time: The time at which a programme is broadcast

AM: Amplitude  Modulation (Standard radio
broadcasting)

Audio: Sound

Background: Information that may be used by a writer entirely

on his own responsibility and cannot be attributed
even to a “reliable source”. The writer presenés th
information as if he had gathered it from original
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Beat:

Beeper:

Body type:

Budget:

Bulletin:
Byline:

Caption:

Channel:

Copy:

Continuity:

Cue:
Cover:
Cub:
Deadline:

Dateline:

Credit line:

Dry:
Exclusive:

Fade:
Feature:
Feed:

File:

FM:

research. Also refers to information upon which a
story develops.
Area assigned to a reporter for regular coverage:
For example, police or airport.

A telephone conversation or interview recorded for
later playback on air
The type in which most of the newspaper is set,
generally 8 point

An amount of news copy as in “the budget for this
broadcast”
News of the day

A line identifying the author of a story; name bét
reporter who wrote the story.
Synonymous with cutline. It is the explanatory $ine
above or below a newspaper photograph,
illustration or diagram

A radio—spectrum frequency assigned to a radio or
television station or stations
News manuscript

All radio and television script besides commercials

Noun; a signal to an announcer, a newscaster or

production personnel to participate in a broadcast.
To gather facts of news story
A beginning reporter
Time by which a reporter, editor or desk must have
completed scheduled work
The name of the city or town and date, which are
placed at the beginning of stories not of locagjiori
The line that designates, if necessary,sinarce c
a story or cut “By NAN—-News Agency of Nigeria”.
A period lacking in news
A story that is printed solely by one newspaper;
also called a “scoop”

Either physical or mechanical lowering of a voice
or music to smooth a transition between sounds
A story that is timely and interesting but is not
strictly news
A broadcast to a station to be recorded or sent to
another station or other stations
To send a story to office usually by wire or

telephone or to put news services on the wire.

Frequency Modulation: A method of radio
broadcasting which has several advantages over
standard broadcasting, elimination of statio,
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fading.

Freelance: An unattached writer, reporter, photojournalist or
artist.
HFR: Abbreviation for “hold for release” material that

cannot be used until it is released by the source o
at a designated time. Also known as “embargoed”.

Kill: To eliminate from copy; to discard type as useless.
Lead story: Major story displayed at the top of page one

Log: Schedule of broadcasting

Make up: The process of preparing a newspape

publication by placing news stories and
advertisements in appropriate positions in the
newspaper.

Masthead: The heading on the editorial page that gives
information about the newspaper.

Must: A designation placed on a copy to indicate that it
must be run or published.

More: Designation used at the end of a page of copy to
indicate there are one or more additional pages

Morgue: The newspaper library, where published stories
photographs and resource materials are stored for
reference.

Not for attribution: Information that should not be attributed to a
specific source but can be ascribed to one who is
identified generally e.g. a reliable source.

Off the record: Information to be held in complete confidencesilt i
not to be printed under any circumstances or in any
Form

PM: Afternoon or evening newspaper

Put to bed: Closing the forms of an edition

30: A designation used to mark the end of a story.

Sacred cow: Slang for a subject or story in which the publisher
or editors are interested and which must be printed
Schedule: The news editor's (or city editor’s) record of
assignment; the copy editor’s record of the stories
he has edited and headlined.

Scoop: See exclusive

Slug: The word or words placed on a copy to designate
the story.

Stet: Let it stand, restore

SOF: Sound on Film Recorded simultaneously with the
Pix

SOT: Sound on Tape. Recorded simultaneously with piactaréape
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Tie back: The sentence or sentences relating a story or saeréred in previous
stories

V/O: Reporter’s voice or a pictuMTR: Video Tape
Recording

Self-Assessment Exercise 5.1
List and explain 10 terms mostly used by journalist

4.0 CONCLUSION
As a reporter, your knowledge of the terms explaimethis unit will help you to
write your news stories using précise language.

5.0 SUMMARY

Both the print and the Broadcast media practitisrfeave developed terminologies
that are peculiar to their professions. Though sofitbe languages such as ‘deadline’
have found their way into everyday English termsstof the terms explained in this
unit such as ‘byline’, ‘dateline’, ‘slug’, ‘scoopre unique to journalism.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
. Explain the following terms:

Airtime

Background

Audio

Beat

Bulletin

Caption

Continuity

Dateline

Freelance

Lead

| | | | | | | | | =
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

As a reporter who hopes to live on newswriting, ry@bility to recognize a

newsworthy event marks the beginning to your stardo your career. How do you
define news and what are the criteria for identifya newsworthy event? This unit
will take a look at the definition of news and htwrecognize a newsworthy event.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
e give your own definition of news
¢ identify the traditional criteria for judging thewsworthiness of an event.
e explain the new trends in deciding the newswortsn& an event.

3.0 MAIN BODY

3.1 What Is News?

News is a report of a current event. It is infonmatabout something that has just
happened or will happen soon. News is a report talbecent happenings in a

newspaper, television, radio or internet. Newsommething that is not known earlier.

From all these, we can safely define news as ala@vent that has happened in the
past 24 hours which was not known outside and wisict wide interest to the people

and that which generates curiosity among listeners.

Suppose you had the task of planning a newspapey@anhad before you ten
reports which, began in the following ways:
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The Prime Minister has announced the appointmera néw body to regulate
company takeovers.

Fifteen people have been killed in a battle in Gorigpurnmouth used

500 million cubic feet of gas last year.

Maureen Johnson, aged 17, was sitting in her ba#gnvehe heard a hammering
on the door. ‘What’'s up?’ She shouted. ‘The hogsenifire,” came the reply.

The chief executive’s exit has hit Toad shares.

The main opposition party in Lagos State Peoplaadeatic Party (PDP) said
yesterday that the Government’s new housing pehigght not be good for the
town.

The chairman of the Finance Committee and a 21-pédrshop girl have
disappeared from their homes. Both have left lettexay they have gone together
to Biarritz.

A 50 year-old home career will meet the Duke ofribdirgh during his visit to
Blank town next week.

Three memorable goals enable Blank town Unite@aeh the semi final of the
FA Cup last night.

Five hundred of the world’s highest paid scientisige gathered in Oxford to

discuss elementary particles.

How would you assess the news value of these &p@vhich would you use and
which would you reject?

This is normally an editor or chief sub-editor’'skabut a reporter should also be able
to recognize what is news for the newspaper; to wich aspects of an assignment
deserve prominence in writing the story; to underdtwhy a particular event is being
covered.

What is it that makes an event or a set of factgsrand what is it about one news
idea that gives it a better rating than another® o you assess news value?

Let us look again at the stories given above. Ydumtice, when you start to sort
them that a lot depends on the type and readeo$hipe paper you work for. If yours
were a weekly, you would reject the Congo story sinedss the local football club’s
success, the chairman’s elopement and the homercaoey. Unless your weekly was
very sedate you would find a prominent positionp ttor Maureen Johnson’s
interrupted bath. A proportion of the non—foothathders would identify with the Cup
success, and many would go for the human intemetbtei elopement, the home career
and the bath time story.
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"Dog bites man"
is not news;
"man bites dog"”
is news

Source: The New Manual
(https://www.thenewsmanual.net/Manuals%20Volume%ailiimel 01.hth

If you worked on a regional or national quality miorg paper, your choice would be
different. You would give prominence to the Goveamtis plan to regulate takeover
bids. It is an important move.

You would get in a paragraph or two about the éattlCongo, or several paragraphs
if you were writing for a well-informed readershipthe battle were part of a well-
reported crisis you might give it a much biggerwho

A national tabloid might run the elopement storgstigularly if it could get a picture
of the girl. It might, on a slack day, use a fewggaaphs on an inside page for
Maureen Johnson’s bath, but the home career’s stowyd not rate sufficient interest
outside the local area.
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A provincial morning or evening paper would usesthéhree reports prominently if
they were within its circulation area. If they werat, the elopement story and may be
the bath story could be given space on a pagetmiah news.

The Oxford elementary particles debate would prbb&le given coverage in the
more up market national papers and those circglatm Oxford and perhaps
Cambridge. The Bournemouth gas report would ratewaparagraphs only in the
Bournemouth paper.

The views of the opposition party would not arooaech enthusiasm among readers
unless the story turned out to be more interedtiag its opening. The Toad shares
story was featured on several city pages. It cantidgue national papers. What on

earth are Toad shares?

Self-Assessment Exercise
Ask 10 different people why they read newspapersMRheir answers write your
own definition of news.

Compare you own definitions with the definition yloave in this unit.

3.2 Assessing News Value

What can we learn from this exercise? Two importaimgs: It is fairly
easy to define what news is
It is less easy to assess its value. Why? Becaasaavtalking about two
different things.

All ten of the stories we have looked at passedeass because it was the first time
the information they contained was being put befine reader; they were saying
something new. If what any of them was saying watshew then the story would not
have been a news story, for newness is an essguéhiy of news.

The Shorter Oxford Dictionaryhas a useful definition for news: “Tidings; new
information of recent events; new occurrences siggect of report or talk.’

The term ‘information’ is important because it e tinformation or knowledge of an
event rather than the event itself that news iseored with. The event might already
be known to the reader, but not the new informatiat is being presented. A single
event can go on generating news in this way forsdayd even weeks. A secret
marriage can become news years afterwards beaaosmation about it has come to
light.

Many writers in trying to define what news is haya bogged down in the qualities
that news stories contain. ‘News is people,” sagsoldl Evans, former editor dthe
Times.Well, it frequently does involve people, but incaso concern legislation or an
archaeological discovery, or all sorts of things.
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News should be surprising; it should be dramatit,should”, said an American
editor, “makes people say ‘Gee Whiz!" “All usefulalities if we can find them — and
editors are crying out for such qualities in th@apers’ stories — but a story can still be
news even if it lacks them.

The crux of the matter is that to merit its plaseainewspaper news should not only
be news in an absolute sense of being new; it dredab be the sort of news that the
readers of the paper will likely want to read — &meke is an almost infinite variety of
newspapers and readerships. A story’s news valile igalue it has to the newspaper
printing it. This is why such variable answers wpossible to the question we asked
about the ten examples at the beginning of this.JHarris and Spark, 2001).

3.3 Elements of News

As a reporter, your news judgment or ability toedetine newsworthy events is very
essential. And, an event may make news becaus@&efop a combination of the
following:

IMMEDIACY -- Timeliness is an indispensable part of theigitanews story.
Without timeliness, the news story is a historiedord. Some journalists write for
daily newspapers and others write for weekly ordaldy publications. People are
interested in fresh information and so journaliseek fresh angles, late-breaking
developments, analysis of the events and theircistfeWhen such angles are not
available, journalists treat the event in newstfeabr feature styles.

PROXIMITY — This involves the nearness of news event torélaglers either in

physical or psychological sense. The most imporfsrson in the world is the
individual reader. Write about what he thinks ooes, and his attention is
guaranteed. Write about his family, friends, churub, hobbies, career or city and
his attention will be captured in varying degreeBhe automobile accident in front of
his home is more important than one across towstody about Nigerians in diaspora
being badly treated is nearer psychologically tgedian than communal conflict in
Ghana.

CONSEQUENCE -- The more people affected by a news event theatgr
consequence it has for the readership. The jastisajob is to discover and report
how readers will be affected, and now long theyl Wwé affected. Many Nigerians
suffer from malaria, but it does not make newsa INigerian contacts the dreaded
Ebola disease, it will be a screaming headlinehenftont page of the dallies because
of the consequence on the generality of the people.

PROMINENCE - This has to the with the importance attachedh& personality

being reported. If a civil servant in the Ministof Education has cancer, it will not
make any news. But if the President of Nigeria ¢escer, it will be a big deal in the
news. In other words, events associated with inapbnpersonalities are news worthy
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events. Other things like time and place can makesrprominent. The first born in a
new year will be make a prominent event.

SUSPENSE - Students will be caught by the suspense of WAfEGults. A
continuing story about efforts to locate the kidoegb Chibok girls was a suspense.

ODDITY -- Readers are interested in people, animals laindgs which do not fit the
norm. When a woman gives birth to a dog-like aregtthe oddity of the act gives it
news value. .

SEX --Sex is a touchy topic, but it has a strong etioa for readers. The story about
Big Brother Nigeria is an example of the sex eleneémews. The mix of gender and
oddity form strong sex elements to news. Any disen of venereal disease, AIDS,
single parenthood, rape, fraternization and theleviesue of women in combat is
based on the element of sex.

CONFLICT -- Sports fall into this category, as do wars gadg fights. but, conflict
also spreads into other areas of life such as peopposing rate hikes in their
telephone bills, or arguments about whether smokimguld be banned from public
areas.

EMOTION — When the Chibok girls were kidnapped, the enmoti@as tragedy. The
death of Chief M.K.O. Abiola and the late presidéhhar Yardua elicited great
emotion was. When some of the kidnapped Chibols gvere freed emotion was
Jubilation. People are interested, and want tcebonv share, in the drama of life.

PROGRESS -- Progress fascinates people. Readers always$ wwasee what new
technologies are doing to improve everyday life.

The dominant element of news is often called "treavBl Peg or Angie." Once the
writer analyzes a news event for its newsworthinksswill want to determine which
element within the story is most important. Thiengent becomes his news peg.
However, these elements of news are not indepermteakclusive of each other.
They intertwine and support each other. It isiclifit to use them separately.

4.0 CONCLUSION

As a reporter, you need to look beyond the tradaiccriteria for judging the news
value of an event. For some events that do notuatler those criteria may be
newsworthy and yet not reported.

5.0 SUMMARY

Traditionally, reporters and editors have alwayskén at the news worthiness of an
event from the point of view of audience, consegeenmpact, conflict, human
interest, novelty, immediacy or Timeliness. Howetke new trend in journalism has
shown that some events may still be newsworthy rastdfall under the traditional
criteria for news.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)

What are the traditional criteria for judging thelwe of news?

List two important recent issues in Nigeria thavdhéeen given prominence by the
press. Explain the reasons for your choice ofsbkaas.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

It is not enough for you to know how to gather nems define news. You should be
able to write a good news story. In doing this reéhare certain basic things that you
need to master for your news story to be logicatueate, concise, coherent and
readable.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
e explain the rudiments of news story
e apply these rudiments in writing your news story.

o MAIN BODY

Just as the basketball player must abide by tles il the game, the newswriter must
adhere to a set of guidelines. These are also krasmudiments of the news story.
These include:

Accuracy
This is the quality or the state of the writer lgeprecise, or exact in terms of name

and/or data presentation in the news.

Write correctly the middle or initial in names atfte exact address of people in
stories. Accuracy begins with the reporter’'s paikistg attention to every detail when
gathering facts and information. Initials, spelliofnames, correct addresses, exact
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guotes, precise number of deaths, should be cheakdddouble-checked with a
source or a reference when there is doubt.

Attribution

Attribution means crediting the story to a sourdd. information and statements,
except the most obvious, must be attributed tsthece of the material. For example,
the police reported two people were killed when....

President Olusegun Obasanjo today urged....
However, no attribution is necessary for thesertiess:
“March 27 falls on a Monday” “Rain fell yesterday”.

These are obvious statements that could be verifgdbution does not guarantee
the truth of the statement rather it places th@aesibility of the material with the
source.

Balance and Fairness

By balance, we mean that both sides in a contrgvemnsst be given their say. In a
political campaign, all candidates should be gieaough space and time to present
their points. In a debate, each speaker is entiledach the reader.

By fairness, we mean that all parties involved e thews are treated without
favouritism. Fairness also involves the honestaisgords. Words like admit, refuse,
complain have varied meanings and should be usgdcaution.

Brevity

Newswriting is the art of knowing what to leave aumid condense. The subject-verb-
object (S.V.O) structure helps to cut sentencethéobone. Use action verbs, avoid
adverbs and adjectives.

Clarit

Abilityyto write clear and interesting stories izvauable skill. Tax rates, budgets, etc,
must be translated into everyday English. To de, thou need clear thinking. You
need to understand the event before writing. Ddnte your ignorance. Clear
thinking extends to the writing as well as to theject matter.

Human Interest

Readers like the human angles to a story. The hustement catches the reader’s
interest; it should be given prominence in theyst&eporters must include people,
their reactions, their expectations, their concamrtbeir stories.

Identification

This means identifying the people you are writilhgat so that readers and listeners
can visualize, locate and identify these peoples $tandard identifying format is
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Name; Age; Address Occupation. If a story quotes a source as an authority, it is
also essential that the source is identified g ot background to give the person the
credibility to speak on the subject on which heloe is being quoted.

Newspoint
Every story must have a point, and must be made inighe story. The newspoint is
also the main theme of the story. It provides thiaesof the story.

No reporter should begin to write without knowindhat the newspoint is. The
newspoint is consciously decided upon by the repansually at the scene of the
event being covered or while the person is beitegruewed.

Objectivity

Objective journalism attempts to present a compigpert that is not coloured by the
opinion of the reporter or the requirements of phevailing government. Objectivity
is not only as an impersonal ‘balanced’ style ofvewriting but also as representing
the broader claim of journalism as an importantdtiparty, the one that speak for the
general interest.

Verification
When a reporter checks his or her information ajanome kind of objective source,

we say that the material has been verified. Vexifan is important, as it is
recognition of the need for truth. The essenceesafying or confirming material is

to assure the reader or listener of the truth efstiories. Accuracy is important, but it
Is not enough. The fact without the truth is fytiledeed, the fact without the truth is
false.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In writing your newsstories, certain basics mustcbasidered. For it is possible to
have the raw materials for the news and still mohe out with good story. Hence, the
rudiments of newsstories are essential pointsahateporter must be familiar with.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has enumerated the basic points to bearind in writing newsstories, that
Is, the need for the story to be accurate, balaacedfair, brief, clear and of human
interest. Also the story most be attributed, vedfi objective and it must contain
identification.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2.1
Take a look at two lead stories in the front pag@my newspaper of your choice.

Will you say the writers are objective? Use yournokinowledge of objectivity to
evaluate the stories.

Explain to young reporters in your organization egeoints to note in writing news
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)

Differentiate between Attribution and Identificatio
Name different ways of identifying the people yaa @riting about.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Alao, Dayo (1992)News Reporting,.agos, Unique Publications.

Brian, B. et al, (2014). The Missouri Grougews Reporting and Writindgeleventh Edition,
New York: Bedford/St. Martins.

Harrower, T. (2013)Inside Reporting: A practical guide to the craffj@firnalism
3" edition. New York: McGraw Hill
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UNIT 3 WRITING FOR NEWSPAPER: THE LEAD

CONTENTS
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3.2 Hints on Writing the Lead
3.3 Lead Writing Styles
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6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The newsstory consists of two main parts, the beatithe body. The lead or intro is
the beginning of the newsstory. It is usually tipeming, single paragraph. The body
is the rest of the story. Sometimes, there mayhieeneed for what is the Bridge
between the lead and the body.

Usually, the lead presents the highlights of aystitre body reinforces this
information with additional facts and details.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
After studying this unit, you should be able to:
¢ Identify the elements of a lead; and
e Write a good lead.

3.0 MAIN BODY

Usually newsstories are written in the “Invertedgmgid” style, that is, they begin
with the most important pieces of information ie ttory followed by additional facts
arranged in descending order of importance. Thigrasts with the normal style for

— narrative, which begins with introductory
ot T material and builds up to climax. The
newspaper story starts so to say with the
climax.
Body
= (Facts in Diminishing
o Order of Importance)
&
=
=
L]
=
g Minor
& Details
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3.1Functions of the Lead

3.2

To summarize the story;

To provide answers to the questiowo, what, when, where, whyand
how?

To provide quick identification of persons, and m@gan the newsstory for the
reader;

To emphasize the most important element in the rstorg by placing that
element in the first paragraph of the story.

Hints on Writing the Lead

In writing the lead, you need to:

Discover the most important element of the story;

Decide on what lead element to emphasize amonfivin&Vs and H;

Use a single element if you find out that one eleins¢ands out uniquely in the
story;

Use the structure of the subject — verb predicatstruction;

Go straight to the point. With the above pointgnimd, you can now start your
lead with any of these elements of a leéatho? What?Where? When? Why
andHow?

What: The collection of tolls on a road in the industt@aivn ofAgbara in Ado—Odo
/Ota Local Government Area of Ogun state has treggeoff misunderstanding
between a firm, Agbara Estates limited and motarist

A mixture of relief and repressed anger was thdinfgeexpressed by Nigerians
yesterday at the late suspension of the indefsiitidke called by Labour and Civil
Society Coalition (LASCO) to protest fuel price.eiM Age, Wed, Nov. 17).

Who: Person, organization, company and community; e.gsi@entOlusegun
Obasanjo has declared the Petroleum Trust Fund) (@Tdenstitutional.
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Professor Wole Soyinka yesterday reiterated hidaah Sovereign National
Conference to determine the corporate existendégaria.

A who lead can also be used when a person is not withelwn. What is featured in
such a case is the person’s occupation, sex, age daher distinguishing
characteristics e.g. A 10 year old boy who ran itite side of a moving car is
responding to treatment at a private hospital @ak

Where: Places sometimes dominate the lead
National Stadium Surulere is the venue for thig’gddational day parade.

Abuja Conference Centre will today host th8 West African Children’s Festival

When: A deadline, or the time of an event, sometimesemssanewsworthy angle to
a story.

By next year, telephone users in Nigeria will sinée the telephone network in the
country would have undergone a dramatic changt&better.

Midnight tonight is the deadline for private carmevs in Lagos to obtain their
MOT test certificate, the Lagos City Council remeddcar owners yesterday.

Why: Once in a while, the news angle is the why of aeanevTheshortage of
midwives has forced the Blue Cross Hospital Ogbaldse its maternity ward.

How: Somewhat less common are stories centered aroaritidlv’to an event.

Trapped by the seat of his new car, a young aceotimias burnt to death on a
highway in Lagos last night.

A backward pass by Eagles’ defender earned th@g#n junior team their only
goal in yesterday’s quarter—final played at Abeakut

Note: Deciding which of the 5 Ws and H is best suiteddtory lead isan exercise
that gets easier only with time and experiencs. didvisable for a beginner to look for
the “WHO” or the “WHAT” angle. The reporter coultien check his fact for any
other angle that may be interesting or unusual gimdo display the ‘who’ or the

‘what’.

3.3 Lead Writing Styles
In addition to emphasizing one or the other offihie Ws and the H in a story lead,
reporters use several styles in structuring tlesids$, these include:

1. Summary/Direct lead These are straight leads that just state thes fant
include the who, where, what, when, why and sonmeieven the how of the
event or happening. It brings the central issudisgussions first and tells the
readers what they want to kow in a creative manhmditionally, summary
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leads have been used to report breaking news evelaping story. Example:
Six students of a South-Western university, whegatlly gang-raped a 17-
year-old female colleague, were yesterday granggieve by a Surulere chief
magistrate’s court in Lagog/anguard 18 March, 2017).

. Delayed leadA delayed lead in journalism is used to entice eeadnto
reading the whole story by giving a few hints abebtt the story is about but
not giving the details. It sets a scene and creamtesmotional response in the
reader. Example: Sam Ajiboye, an SS 3 studentairigpde Grammar School,
and the third in the family of five from a very pooackground has won the
first position in this year's Cowbel Mathematicsraetion.

. Question lead This begins with a question. Many editors disltkesstion lead
on the basis that people read newspapers to geees)sand not to be asked
guestions. But if the question is provocative, ayne used as a lead. Example:
What will be your reaction if your hear that the magement of your company
Is planning to lay off half of its entire workfore?

. Punch lead- It uses strong verbs and short sentences tbaheant to create
an impact. The purpose of this type of lead is #xdlcat — giving a jolt so that
readers will sit up and take notice. Exam@#ed month of baby is in need of 5
million naira for heart surgery in India.

. Quotation lead or Statement This begins with a direct quotation. The quote
then is followed by explanatory stateméiftNigeria does not kill corruption,
then corruption will kill Nigeria’. This statementame from President
Muhammadu Buhari when he inaugurated the the pesasidl committee on
anti-corruption

. Contrast lead It is used to grab reader’s attention by compgatimo extremes.
Example:200 million dollars have found in a septic tanktla¢ residence of
former naval chief, in a country where 70 percehth® populace live below
poverty line, earning less that 2 dollars per day.

. Anecdotal lead It begins with a short story. Exampl8he lost her parents
whe she was 10. Her aunt took custody of her amlthe aunt also to die three
years later. She is now being accused of killig parents and aunt through
witchcrafty. This is the story of many childrenthe South-South Nigeria,
where children are subjected to abuse on the pretieleing a witch

. Descriptive lead A descriptive lead describes how an event happeaier
than simply telling what the event is about. Exanfdlhey came in their
hundereds, angry looking men in military uniformesdended on Alu
community in Adewole local government of Ogun Statke dead of the night
shooting sparodically and setting the houses an fir
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There are still other types of lead that could detad depending on the style of the
writer. However as a beginner you may not needdoywvith writing in any of these
styles as that would come with experience. Theegfibre most important thing is how
to write a good lead starting with any of the fids and H.

The Bridge: A bridge is a connecting sentence or paragraptdsivthe lead and the
body of the story. Although itis notalways reqdire itcan
serve several usefulpurposes. For instance, irbticige, you can place factsthat are
too detailed for the lead and too important to Aeptl lower in the story.A bridge also
can bring the reader up to date on pastand preseents related to the story by the
use oftie-backs and tie-if3e-Back A tie-back is a newswriting device that allows
youto refresh the reader's memory about past evetatedto the story being written.
It frequently is used infollow-up stories.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3.1
Look for the WHO, WHAT, WHY, WHERE and WHEN in nepepers of your
choice. Cut the stories and indicate each elenmfahiedead on the cuttings.

4.0 CONCLUSION

As the first paragraph that wets the appetite airyeaders, the lead of your story is
very important. It must give your readers the pgimt of your story and must also be
interesting.

5.0 SUMMARY
This unit has highlighted the importance of thedlelaints on how to write the lead
and examples of leads starting with each elemetiteofead.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMA)
Re-write the following leads:

e The West African Breweries Ltd manufacturerdop Beertoday laid off 200
workers at its Abeokuta plant for one month.

e 400 workers of the Nigeria Airways will be sent l®mn Friday because of
poor productivity, Managing Director Brown Doe td\itport correspondents
in Jos yesterday.

e Obasanjo told Nigerian Universities to redirect ithenergies towards
solutions for the nation’s economic problems.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Akinfeleye, Ralph, (1987Essentials of Modern African Journalism: APremier

(Z”dEdition) Lagos, Miral Printing Press.
Brian, B. et al, (2002). The Missouri Grolyews Reporting and Writingeventh Edition,
New York: Bedford/St. Martins
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Newsstory has only two parts, the lead or intro #rel body. The body of a news
story is that part that adds more information te tlewsstory. This unit focuses on
how to build up the body of your newsstory and dbss the ingredients needed to
achieve this.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

¢ identify the means of amplifying a news story; and
e proper use of transitional devices and quotes ilding up a news story.

3.0 MAIN BODY

The portion of a newsstory that follows the leadafied the “Body” and it normally
presents facts in descending order of importanseeiitially, the body amplifies the
story by providing additional information. This ddube names, descriptions,
guotations, conflicting viewpoints, explanationackground data and so forth. News
stories end with their least important details—mevigh any type of conclusion. e.g If
two cars collide, injuring several peoples, an re@ pyramid story about the
accident might contain the following sequence ahgeaphs.

41



LEAD / Summarizes the story

nd
2" Paragraph /ldentifies the injuries

Explains how the accident occurred

3" paragraph
Reports that the driver was charged speeding

4t Paragraph

th
> Paragraph Quotes one driver, a police officer or witness

th
6" Paragraph / Describes damage to the car

th Describes traffic problems caused by
\ 7" Paragraph / the accident

th
\8 Paragraph / Background: reveals that several other
accidents have occurred at the same location.
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3.1 Transitional Devices

Most newsstories run into several paragraphs aray, develop several ideas and
themes. Transitional words, or phrases are usedrieve a smooth flow through the
different themes. Thus, transitions help storievenm a smooth, logical order from
one field to the next.

Transitional devices that emphasize the time elénrethe different aspects of an
event are among the most common used. Here ang: &é&tlier, later, next week, at
the same time, meanwhile, soon after, and many.more

Equally common are transitional words and phralkashighlight the location angle:
in the state capital, at their home, on main stiednother point nearby, etc.

Some transitional words suggest the picture of efom Turning to, suddenly,
grabbing his hand, etc.

Some linkage words emphasize contrasts: Howevenecsely, but, nevertheless, in
spite of, despite, on the other hand, and many more

Other kinds of devices for linking ideas or aspaiftan idea include. For example,
therefore, likewise, in addition to, namely, whes;e@s a result of, etc.

3.2 Quotations
Reporters get much information by listening to ofhersons, and they can convey
such information to readers in the form of:

3.2.1Direct,

3.2.2Patrtial, or

3.2.3Indirect quotations

Indirect quotations do not use a source’s wordscamsequently are not placed inside
guotation marks, instead, reporters use their owrdg/to summarize or “paraphrase”
the source’s remarks. Partial quotations use kegsgls from a source’s statement and
guote them directly. Direct quotations present gwmurce’'s exact words and
consequently are placed entirely in quotation marks

3.2.1 Indirect Quotation
Mrs. Ambrose said journalism students should dedh wdeas, not mechanical

techniques.

3.2.2 Partial Quotation
Mrs. Ambrose criticized the “trade school atmosphén journalism schools and said

students should study ideas, not mechanical teabsiq

3.2.3 Direct Quotation
Mrs. Ambrose said: “Journalism students should ealidg with ideas of a social,
economic and political nature. There’s too muchaofrade school atmosphere in
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journalism schools today. One spends too much toneminor technical and
mechanical things, like learning how to write heaes”.

Reporters use indirect quotations when their sautweve failed to state their idea
effectively. By using indirect quotations, repostecan rephrase their sources’
remarks, stating them more clearly and concisegpdriers are free to emphasize the
sources’ most significant remarks and to rewordloninate remarks that are unclear,
irrelevant, wordy, libelous or otherwise unprintbl

Reporters use partial and direct quotations fotestants that are important and
interesting and that require no rewording. Direalotqtions are particularly
appropriate when sources say something controVeosisstate their ideas in an
unusual or colourful manner. Quotations bring tloeirses alive reporting their
opinions in their own words, with all their originflavour, emotion, colour and
drama.

Quotations give a sense that readers have talkedtlgl with the sources.

4.0 CONCLUSION

It is not enough for you to write a good lead. Yeed to know how to write the body
of the story. And to achieve this, your knowledddransitional devices, quotations
are essential.

5.0 SUMMARY

After writing your lead, details of the news stanust be given in the body. This is
done through transitional devices and quotationse Guotations can be direct,
indirect or partial. What is important is that thage essential elements needed to
expatiate the lead of your story.

Self-Assessment Exercise 4.1
Look at theGuardianandThis Daynewspapers of today; examine the stories at the

back page of each of the newspapers. Underlindgrémsitional devices used in the
lead stories.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMA)
e Name at least five transitional devices that cdaddised to join one sentence

to another.
e Give examples of (a) Direct quotation (b) Indirgabtation

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Randall, D. (2000)The Universal Journalisg™ edition, London: Plato Press.

Mencher, Melvin (2000)News Reporting and Writin@fh (ed.) New York: McGraw
Hill.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Writing is communication and the purpose of evemyrf of communication is to bring
about understanding. Written language is made upreé elements —words,
sentences and paragraphs. It. is the way thesedieme handled that makes the
difference betweenliterary and news English. Wél slomsider these three elements
as presented by Integrated Publishing (n.d).

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
e mention the importance of language in news writing
e identify categories of words to avoid in news wmgfi
e explain the principles that guide sentence constmic
e write news story devoid of redundancy and straiglthe point.

3.0 MAIN BODY

3.1 WordsWords are your basic tools. You should use wdhddsay exactly
what you mean so they can be understoodby youergast like a auto mechanic will
use the best spare parts for the repair of a cretgatisfaction of his customer.Every
word used in a news story should add to thepicyote are building in the minds of
your readers. Just as a picture will not have vessary line, your writing also should
not have unnecessary words. Ifyou use an unnegessegue or unfamiliar word,
thispicture becomes blurred. If it becomes toorred, itmay give the reader a
distorted picture of the facts. Thisis a form addnuracy that is just as bad as putting
thewrong facts down on paper.It is an axiom of emisg that words that do
notwork for you, work against you. Consider thddwaing few tips onmaking words
work for you.

Avoid gobbledygook Gobbledygook isconfusing writing, often marked by
pseudotechnicallanguage that readers cannot uaddrsin writing atechnical story,
do not parrot the words sometechnical-minded rebkear pours out. Simplify.
Ask,“What does this mean in everyday English?” people, for example, know
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what “arteriosclerosis’means. But when you say deaing of the arteries,”they
immediately understand.

Avoid wordiness Many inexperiencedwriters put unnecessary wontls their news
copy. Calla spade a spade, not “a long-handled@grralimplement utilized for the
purpose of dislodging theearth’s crust.”Short, cmanmvords are easy to understand
when,in many cases, long words are not. If you nuss alonger word, make
sure you are using it to convey aspecial meanig,just for the sake of using a
bigword. Why use contribute if give means thensthing? This also applies to
veracity for truth,monumental for big, appresien for fear, canine fordog and
countless others. Practically every part ofspesmhtains long words that may be
replaced byshorter and more exact ones.

Be specific Inexactness is just as bad aswordiness. Readsans tow know specific
facts.Consider the following example of this:
Vague: Thousands of people were rendered homejessrbstorm.
Specific: Three thousand people were rendered lemsdly rain storm.
Consider the following dignitary or wasteful words:
e Accommodate (hold, take)
adjacent to (near)
approximately (about)
at an early date (soon)
at this moment in time (now)
concerning (about)
conspicuous by their absence (not absent)
declared redundant (sacked)
discontinue (stop)
donate (give)
extinguish (put out)
face up to (face)
In addition (also)
In spite of the fact that (although)
locate (find, place)
made their way (went)
occasioned (caused by)
previous to (before)
revealed (said)
seating accommodation (seats)
together with (with)
weather conditions (weather)
with regard to (regarding)
public conveniences or urinary (restroom, convereeor toilet)
absence of (no)
accede to (allow)
accordingly (so)
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e adequate bus transportation (enough buses)
arrangements were made in the hands of (arranged by
called a halt (stopped)

caused injuries to (injured)

facilitate (ease)

gather together (met)

leaving much to be desired (bad)

local authority (council)

centre around (centre on or centre in)

Ability to avoid redundant words or phrase will@aBnhance the quality of your work.
Some of these redundant words and phrases are:

= Absolutely necessary

= advance planning

= ask the question

= assemble together

= at a later day

= attached here to

= at the present time

= canceled out

= city of Lagos

» close proximity

= CcOoNnsensus opinion

= carbon copy

= continue on

= cooperate together

= each and very

= enclosed you will find

= exactly identical

= fair and just

= first and foremost

" rise up

= friend of mine

* important essentials

= openup

= other alternative

= patently obvious

= plain and simple

= postpone until later

* reasonable and fair

»= read again

= refer back

= rules and regulations

= temporarily suspended

» totally unnecessary
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Avoid Trite or hackneyed expressions These are the mark of either anamateur
or a lazy writer. Some patrticularly badexamplesude the following:
e What is good for the gander
Fat as a pig
Nipped in the bud
Good as gold
Wee hours
Ripe old age
Crystal clear
Bouncing baby boy/girl

Use strong and active verbs: Wheneverpossible, use active voice and the simple
past tense. Theuse of these injects life, actishraovement into yournews stories. In
using strong verbs, you will find someof the tendefor you to rely on adverbs to do
the workis eliminated. In newswriting, adverbs oftdo nothingmore than clutter
writing.

Avoid jargon: Some word usage are peculiar to some professfsma journalist,
you should not assume that such words are gendaradyn. You also do not impress
your readers by using words and phrases they dounderstand.

Watch spelling and grammar. A journalistshould have a good spelling ability a
well as a good command of the Englishlanguage fas as correct grammar is

concerned.Therefore, no extensive lesson is givahis area ofstudy. One goal of
every good writer is not to learn to spellperfechyt to learn to spell well enough so
that amistake can be spotted when words are puytaper.When in doubt, use the
dictionary.

3.2 Sentencefhe second element of language is the sentencesinipie
declarative sentence that consists of subject abhdwee subject, verb and object is the
most commonform in normal, informal conversatiomr FEhis reason,it is the best
sentence structure for most newswriting. Obsenee fillowing in your sentence
construction:

Do not clutter: Never crowd too manydetails into one sentencethodigh a

compound orcomplex sentence may contain more tharttmught,you should, for the
most part, stick to sentences thatexpress one fowatparly and concisely.
Otherwise,the reader is likely to get lost in a snafsclauses anddetails.

Do not repeat If you say in the lead of yourstory that 50 peoplere killed in a car
crash,do not mention later in the story that 50enelied. Ifthe readers forget a fact,
they can look back. Newspaperspace is valuable; ndd waste it with
redundancy.Refrain from beginning a sentence wiéhsame wordas the last word in
the previous sentence and avoidbeginning consecaéutences alike, unless you do
itdeliberately for emphasis.
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3.3 ParagraphsThe most general guideline for writing paragraphthat they
should be kept reasonably short. When youuse glaoaigraphs, you give the reader
facts and ideasin smaller packages that are etmsikrandle. The mindcan grasp a
small unit of thought more easily than a largeuAiso, most news copy is set in
narrow columns withonly three to five words perliRaragraphs should be less than
60 words. Two orthree sentences per paragraphustalpout right, but itis perfectly
acceptable to have a one-sentenceparagraph, eor &wne-word paragraph, if it
expressesa complete thought.Yet, a successionrgfsimrt paragraphs may givea
choppy effect to the writing. For best effect, aleparagraphs of short and
medium length. Never beginsucceeding paragraphth the same words or
phrases.This, too, can cause a monotonous eff@civih soondiscourage the reader.

4.0 CONCLUSION

A good writer is the one who knows how to use watfectively. Knowing how to
write a good copy will make you a darling to yodrter. You need to know the basics
of good writing such as the use of words, sentermastruction and appropriate
paragraphing. However, writing a good copy is naing-day job. It is a skill that
must be developed with continuous practice.

5.0 SUMMARY

So far in this unit, you have learnt the importanféanguage to news writing. It is
essential that you communicate effectively by usimgple words, clear sentences and
appropriate paragraphing.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMA)
Find synonyms for the following words to show yooastery of them.
= adjacent
= aggravate
» anticipate
= biannual
at a later day
consensus opinion
conspicuous by their absence
discontinue
= facilitates

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Broadcast copy differs considerably from newspajogy. Some of the rules for copy
preparation also differ from station to stationeTpoint remains that there are some
general guidelines applicable to all broadcast newsng. This unit therefore seeks
to intimate you with the guidelines for writing eoladcast story.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

) explain of the guidelines for writing broadcast seand
o write using the guidelines.
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3.0 MAIN BODY

3.1 Broadcast Style Book

Good Style:

‘If I had a donkey that wouldn’t go, do
you think I’d wallop him? Oh no

I’d give him some corn and cry out whoa,
Gee up, Neddy’

Bad Style:

‘If I had an ass that refuse: to proceed,
Do you suppose that | should castigate
him? No indeed.

I should present him with some cereals
and observe proceed;

Most broadcast organizations have a view about gtgd, and though they differ in
detail, most would agree that good style is usualatever makes good sense.

George Orwell wrotdPolitics and the English Language 1946, but his advice still
holds true today:

Never use a metaphor, simile or other figures eesfa, which you are used to
seeing in print.

Never use a long word where a short one will dd.i#f possible
to cut out a word, always cut it out. Never usephssive where
you can use the active.

Never use a foreign phrase, scientific word orgga if you can think of an
everyday English equivalent.

Break any of the rules sooner than say anythinggihitbarbarous.

3.2 Cliché

Eric Partridge, in his Dictionary of Clichés, deftha cliché as a phrase so hackneyed
as to be knock-kneed and spavined. They not oillyof@nliven dull copy, clichés
make even the most significant item sound tritevdfaccuse council tax payers of
taking up cudgels against city hall whenever theiyena letter of complaint, what are
we to say the day owner-occupiers really do driasrthrough wooden clubs and set
about their elected representatives? What willeetd say when war is declared?
Hyperbole and clichés are for hacks. This, then,dgtionary for hacks:

absolute farce, got the message, painted grimrpictu

all-out-effort, heated debate, picking up piece,

anybody’s guess, high ranking, pool of blood,
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at this point in time, how does it feel?, probe,

beat a hasty retreat, in due course, put into petse,
iron out the
bid (for attempt), problem, quiz (for question),
bolt from the blue, jobless youngstersjshed to the scene,
brutal reminder, last but not least, selling lik bakes,
last minute
calm before the storm, decision, shot himself in the foot,
calm but tense, leaps and bound,  show of force,
chequered career, leave no stone
unturned, sitting on the fence,
clampdown loud square peg in a round daylight rojgbe
and clear, hole,
major new development/ desperate attempt/logdin arms,
stuck to his/her guns, marked contrast,
dramatic decision/ vanished into thin air, dughait heels,
new move, mindless
vandals,
nipped in the bud, virtual standstill,
effortless victory, over
and above, weighty matter, fell on deaf ears,
whole new ball game, get under way, writing onifad!,

given the green light.

No doubt you will have your own favourites to add the list. With technology
making strides, it may soon be possible to progaarelaborate lexicon of clichés into
a computer, enter the type of story, sayyrder, key in details such as the name of
victim, and within a matter ofseconds, we couldrbading printouts of sparkling
news copy, such as the following:

‘Police are hunting a vicious killer following tHeutal murder of (FILL IN NAME)
in his opulent country house in the secluded batdwaf (FULL IN NAME) this
morning.

(FILL IN NAME)’'s mutilated body was found lying ira pool of blood in the
bedroom. A sawn off shotgun lay nearby. Police alisced the corpse after a dawn
raid on the mansion in the early hours of the mmugnfollowing a tip from an
underworld supergrass.

Detective Inspector (FILL IN NAME) who'’s leading @hhunt, said the killer had
vanished into thin air. Police with tracker doge abw combing woods, and pledged
to leave no stone unturned until the butcher oLI(HN NAME) has been brought to
justice.

‘(FILL IN NAME) was described by stunned and graficken neighbours as “ pillar
of society”.
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‘(FILL IN NAME)'s widow, shapely blonde (FILL IN NME) told us how she felt...’

3.3Journalese

Clichés owe much to journalese, described by wiitdm Leo as the native tongue of
news gatherers and pundits. It is the languageheflabel and instant metaphor,
drawing its inspiration from space-starved newspapgeadlines to make

pronouncement of stunning clarity over matters, cvhio everybody else appear
decidedly muddled.

More disturbingly, an evening's sport of name cali stone throwing and petty
crimes against property by rival gangs of schoatbwy Northern Ireland (which is
divided along sectarian, religious, tribal and pcdil lines, and suffers the worst
unemployment in the UK) becomes a fresh outbreakadénce between loyalists and
republican supporters...

Clichés and journalese are devils disguised aslanbeey lie in wait for the moment
inspiration turns her back, before overpowering B&raling her clothes and sneaking
up on the reporter as a deadline approaches.

Hapless hacks are usually so intent on beatingltiek that they fail to see through
the disguise and welcome these saboteurs as savidarresigned are reporters to
their infiltration and so dependent on their suppgbat, even when their disguise
wears thin through over-use, the two are oftentefivreak their havoc unchecked.
The alternative is to waste precious minutes atteig@o revive inspiration, which
has an infuriating habit of succumbing whenevedtieas draw near.

Even books are written to deadlines, and it isimodnceivable that you may unmask
the odd clichés within these pages. Feel freertkesthe offender through with a biro
and, if you find inspiration at her post, make s@ugable correction.

3.4Hyperbole

Definition of Hype

‘Exaggerated statement not meant to be takenlliféra CONCISE OXFORD
DICTIONARY.

‘Headlines twice the size of the events.” — JOHNLGWORTHY.

Another blood relation of journalese is hype. Hyga@ be found scattered throughout
the media, and in especially large concentratiohsrever advertising copywriters
gather.

Many journalists readily call on hype’s assistatwéend support to a flaccid story on
a quiet news day.
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‘Children’s lives could be at risk if they swalloguantities of a lethal drug which has
gone missing in Harare.’

Translated: Somebody dropped their sleeping tablets on theyhame from the
shops.

‘A man has been arrested in Perth after an appgadlimd unprovoked sex attack on a
defenseless three year old girl.’
But: All sex attacks are appalling:

NO three year- old girl is likely to provoke suam @tack ALL small
girls are defenseless.

Hype of this order is unpleasant, distasteful amaegessary. If the story can't stand
up without it, it should not be run.

If the news is to remain a reliable source of fattaformation, hype should be kept
within the confines of the commercial break.

3.5Adjective
How many adjectives you use will depend on yourdeostyle and whether the
station’s image is ‘quality’ or ‘popular’, Contratste versions below:

‘Firemen with oxy-acetylene cutters took three Isotw free the body from the
wreckage. They said it was one of the worse craittessd seen,’

‘Firemen with oxy-acetylene cutters took three Isotar free the mangled body from
the shattered cab. They said the horrific crasham&sof the worse they’'d seen.’

Most stations would think twice about the tastelessngled’, Adjectives add colour
but too many make the piece sound like an extrach fa lurid novel. Remove them
all and the item can sound dull or bland. Handlénware.

3.6Quotations

A good quotation can add considerably to the flavada report, but there are hazards
In using quotes in broadcasting.

In print, a quote is immediately obvious becausthefquotation marks, but broadcast
audiences cannot hear when a quote begins andsntiey should be kept short and
clearly attributed:

‘The Prime Minister rounded on the protesters. Aaog them of behaving like a
bunch of anarchists’.
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3.7Attribution

Information should be attributed clearly to leakie tiudience in no doubt about who
Is speaking — remember, listeners can never refek.brhis said, attribution can be
overdone and badly clutter a copy.

The honourable Peter Threeple junior Minister ire tibepartment of
health, said today that an injection of 20 millippunds would be made
available to improve wages in the National Healédn&e.

Not exactly an attention grabber, so the sentehoeld be turned around to put the
facts before the attribution, and the attributibréened to be still accurate, but much
more manageable.

‘A cash injection of 20 million pounds is to be madailableto improve
wages in the Health Servicte

‘Health Minister Peter Threeple told the Commonsyothatthe
money...etc.

Stories should begin with a person’s name only wihah name is widely known. If
the audience cannot immediately identify the persibris becomes a point of
confusion at the start of a story.

To avoid cluttering an introduction, it is sometgnaecessary to choose between
giving a person’s name or title in the first linetheir name is better known than their
job or organization, then the name should be gbafore the title, and vice-versa.

‘The governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria Pr&oludo has called on the
government to provide tax concessions to make Nigdyusinesses more profitable.’

The art is to attribute a statement clearly withletting the attribution get in the way.
Television has a major advantage over radio — \r@erees can appear without a
verbal introduction because their names and toi#asbe displayed on the screen over
the pictures.

3.8 Contentious Statements
When statements are controversial or contentitnasattribution has to be made
clearly and cannot be held back until the secontesee:

‘America’s unemployed are a shiftless, lazy bunickpongers, who should
be forced to sweep the streets until they find aede job. ‘So said
governor Richman at a news conference today...’

This first sentence has turned a highly debatadderéion into a statement of fact, and

the danger is that the audience may miss the w@itvily which follows and identify
the opinion with the newsreader. The station ctadeé a large section of its audience
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— the unemployed. The broadcaster must maintairitality by keeping a distance
from such statements.

This problem is avoided by giving the attribution the same sentence and
signposting that we are dealing with opinions aatfacts:

‘Governor Richman launched a scathing attack on Ameca’s

unemployed today... calling them a shiftless, lazy mech of

spongers. And, speaking at a news conference, hedsthey should

be forced to weep the streets until they could gé&hemselves decent
jobs.’

This gets the broadcaster off the hook and leav®sfBor Richman dangling firmly
on it.

Claim and allege are useful qualifications for suspect informatiamddistance the
newspaper enough to avoid sounding like a propagamalthpieceClaim andallege
should be avoided where no doubt is meant to béedpand repetition of the word
‘said’ can be avoided by using phrase lite added’or ‘pointed out’

3.9Immediacy

One of the great strengths of broadcast news imitsediacy. It has great advantage
over newspaper when it comes to reacting quicklghanging events. The Cuban
missile crisis in1962 when the world stood on thimlko of nuclear war has been

accredited as the catalyst that caused the swibch papers to TV as the prime source
of news.

Broadcasters are able to follow events as theyldinféroadcasters understandably
play to their strengths, and most newsrooms heigtite sense of immediacy in their
copy by using the present or perfect tenses. Rtamece Today’s bulletin might say:

‘Indian forces have shot dead a pro-Pakistan guetdhderin Kashmir.’
(perfect tense)

But the present tense is even more immediate:

‘Nigeria’s Supreme Court is refusing to intervendhe election crisis
which is delaying return to civilian rule’.

The word ‘yesterday’ is taboo in broadcasting. Naglsounds more incongruous than
a station with hourly bulletins giving a time redace, which harks back 24hours. If
‘yesterday’ or ‘last night' have to be used, thdywd be kept out of the opening
sentences and buried further down in the story.
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Similarly, phrases such athis morning’, this afternoon’ or ‘thiseveningtan date
copy. So, for inclusion in the 6 o’clock news, thefwing story would have to be
rewritten:

“The United Nations warned this morning that plartaé between
the government of Rwanda and Hutu rebels may b&athehance for
peace...

The phrase ‘this morning’, which would stand olelia sore thumb by the evening
would be replaced with the wordsave’, or ‘have today. Some news editors detest
the use of the wordoday’ arguing that all broadcasting is about what hapden
today, so the word is redundant and can be omitted.

Similarly, exact times, such dst seven minutes past twel&iould be rounded off
to, ‘just after mid-day, and specific time should be used only if they essential to
the story or heighten the immediacy of the coverage

‘News just in... the President of Sri Lanka has beemssassinated
in a suicide bomb attack. The bomber struck withinthe past few
minutes at the head of the Mayday parade in Colomho.’

For those listening in small hours of the mornirggerences to eventiast night’
can be confusing, and should be replaced twiternight’ or

‘during the night'.

3.10 Active

News is about movement, change and action. Yeofiem newswriting is reduced to
the passive voice — instead of actions that prodinage, we hear of changes that
have occurred as a result of actions.

‘The car smashed into the brick walbecomes the limp and soft-centerddhe brick
wall was smashed into by the car'.

The clock was run up by the mouse The mouse rahaiplock
One o’clock was struck The clock struck one
Down the mouse ran The mouse ran down

The passive version on the left could be said téabking something of the snap of
the original. The active voice is tighter, crisp@&d more concrete.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1.1
1 What do you understand by the term house style?
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2 What are the main points highlighted in the housglesof your
organization.

4.0 CONCLUSION
As a broadcast journalist, you should make the éaatide of your organization a
daily manna for you to be able to write good copy.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has enumerated and explained some goateto bear in mind in writing for
the broadcast media. These include the need ta alichés, how to use quotation,
attribution, and active words so as to achieveagmpy.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
With your knowledge of the house style of your istat Interview the Chairman of
your local government council and write the staljowing a broadcast house style.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Brian, B. et al, (2014). The Missouri Grougews Reporting and Writindgeleventh Edition,
New York: Bedford/St. Martins.

Mencher, Melvin (2000)News Reporting and Writing" Edition;
Boston.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Preparing copy to be read by a newscaster is diffefrom preparing it for a
newspaper. Your goal is to make the copy easyhinewscaster to read and easy for
the audience to understand. This unit focuses ereisential hints for making your
copy readable and understandable

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit you should be able to:

e Write a readable and understandable copy for tbadwast Media
e Edit your copy for clarity

3.0 MAIN BODY

Broadcast news copy must be clean, readable andd.typVhether you use
conventional typewriters or computer systems, youstnbe able to demonstrate
reasonable typing speed and skills.

Typed characters are displayed in three basic fizdke newscaster to see the words
clearly and for copyediting. Single — spacing is wnfining, Triple — spacing is
unnecessary for most broadcast copy applicatiohgrefore, the copy should be
written with the appropriate character and doupkcsig.
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3.1 Sample of Radio Copy

Figure 2:1
Key for figure 2.1

West Broadway

12- 30
1-11-88

Flanagan

Members of Citizens for the Preservation of West Broadway plan to
gear up their petition drive again this weekend. The group began
circulating petitions last weekend.

The petitions request the city council to repeal all previous
ordinances and resolutions on the widening of the west Broadway.
Many residents of the West Broadway area complain that the
proposed widening project will damage its residential nature.

Petition — drive coordinator Vera Hanson says the group is pleased
with the show of support from residents all over Springfield... But it
wouldn’t know exactly how many signatures it has until next week.

Continue, Edward: — HAROLD EVANS*

“West Broadway” is the slug for the story “12 — 38”
the time of the newscast

“l1 — 11 — 88" is the date of the broadcast “Flaméga
is the name of the reporter

If a story goes more than one page, write ‘MOREpanentheses at the bottom of the

page.

Television copy is written on the right half of tpage in a 40 — character line. Each
line will average about six words, and the newsrasill average about 25 lines per
minute. The left side of the copy is used for audiovideo information. This
information, which is not to be read by the newssrass usually typed in all caps.
The copy that is read is generally upper and lavase. In television copy, the stories
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are numbered and each story is on a separate lpageory goes more than one page,
write “MORE” in parentheses at the bottom of thgea

Figure: 2:2
Six 6-17 art Jorgenson
MOC JORGENSON A lesson in art and architecture paid off
for some Buchanan High School Students
SOF: 27 . .
today. Ribbons were the prizes for
NAT SND UNDER .. -
entries in a sketch exhibit of scenery and
VOICE OVER e . .
buildings in the capital city area.
KEY: BUCHANAN The Springfield art club sponsored the
HIGH SCHOOL show and called in Springfield College art
:00-05 Professor Bill Ruess to judge the artwork.
Ruess says he was impressed by the
students’ skills, especially those who
tried their hands at the different media
for the first time.

Key For Figure 2:2

“six” is the time of the newscast

“6-17" is the day of the broadcast

“art” is the slug for the story

“forgenson” is the name of the reporter

“MOC” means the person is live on camera with adchbon this microphone
“SOF:27” means there is sound on the film lastidg@conds

“NAT SND UNDER” means the film sound should be kapt low level

“VOICEOVER” means the voice is from the anchor parg the studio speaking
over the film that is being shown.

“KEY: BUCHANAN HIGH SCHOOL” indicates the title thashould be shown over
the film.

“00-05"indicates that the title should be showrefseconds after the report of the
news items begins.
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Do not hyphenate words, and be sure to end a p#&beawwomplete sentence or, if
possible, with a complete paragraph. If the nexgepshould be missing in the middle
of a broadcast, the newscaster can end, at least, avcomplete sentence or
paragraph.

At many stations, copy is prepared for a video gtam a mechanical or electronic
device that projects the copy next to the lenshs hewscasters can read it while
appearing to look straight into lens. Copy for ¥ige0 prompter is often typed down a
column in the middle of page.

Date the first page to your script, and type yast lname in the upper left — hand
corner of every page. Stations vary regarding tlésetions. The local news director
determines the slug and its placement for a stSome directors insist that slug
contain the time of the broadcast. If a story gurgs to a second page, write under the
slug first add, or second add, or page 2, paga®sa forth.

3.2 Names and Titles

In broadcast style, unlike that followed by newsgrap well-known names, even on
first reference, are not given in full. You may ssgnator Proxmire of Wisconsin or
Governor Galen of New Hampshire. Middle initial®sld not be used unless they are
a natural part of someone’s name (Joe E. Brown)inbess they are necessary to
distinguish two people with the same first and teanes.

Title should always precede names so that listeasrsbetter prepared to hear the
name. When you use titles, the first name and raiddtial may be omitted. For
example, broadcasters would say Vice — PresidershBand Secretary of State
Schultz. Newspapers write out names like Thomag*T®’Neill. In broadcast, use
either the first name or the nickname, but not both

3.3 Pronunciation

The writer’s job is to help the person who reads tlews pronounce the names of
people and places correctly. To do this, you showhite out difficult names
phonetically in parentheses. For example, manjosghave handbooks of their own.

3.4 Abbreviations

Generally, you should not use abbreviations in dcaat copy. It is easier to read a
word written out than to read its abbreviation. ibm abbreviate the names of states,
countries, months, days of the week or militarkes$it There are exceptions, and when
you use them, use hyphens instead of periods becthes final period in the
abbreviation may be misread as the end of the sesde

You may abbreviate US when used as an adjective e U-S-S-R; Dr., Mr., Mrs.
and Ms; aim and p:m. If initials are well known: UR-B-I- you may use them.
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Hyphens are not used for acronyms such as NATO BG@OMOG which are
pronounced as one word.

3.5 Symbols and Numbers

Dot no use symbols in broadcast copy because altaeter can read a word more
easily than he or she can remember a symbol. Sunbds as the dollar sign ($) and
the percent sign (%) are never used. Don’t everthesabbreviation for number (no).

‘Number can be a problem for both the announcerthadistener. As in newspaper
style, write out number one through nine. But watg eleven, too, because 11 might
not be easily recognized as a number. Use figuwed0, and from 12 to 999. The

eyes can easily take in a three — digit number, vimite out the words thousand,

million and billion. Hence, 3,800,000 become thnei#ion, 800 thousand. Write out

fraction (two — and — a — half million dollars) addcimal points (three — point-two-

percent).

Some stations have exceptions. Figures often a¥d udhen giving the time (3:20

a.m), sports scores and statistics (The score wa2 market report (The Dow Jones
industrial index was up 2-point-8 points) and addes (30-0-2 Grand Street). In
common speech no one would give an address asttimesand two.

Ordinarily, you may round off big numbers. Thus 4foint - 3 percent should be
written “near half”. But don’t say “more than onarfdred” If 104 people died in an
earthquake.

Use ‘st’, ‘nd’, ‘rd’, and ‘th’ after dates: Augudt®, September 21, October % and
November 4. Make the year easy to pronounces: Juhel9-73.

3.6  Quotation and Attributions

Most broadcast news writers rarely use quotatiorkenaBecause it is different and
awkward to indicate to the listeners which words la@ing quoted, use indirect quotes
or a Para-phase instead.

If it is important that listeners know the exactrd® of quotation (as when the quoted
words are startling, uncomplimentary or possiblgelous), the quote may be
introduced by saying” in his own words,” “with tleesvords,” “what she called” or
“she put it this way”. Most writers prefer to avdide formal “quote” and unquote”,
though “quote” is used more than “unquote”. Note fibllowing example:

In Smith’s words, quote, “There is no way to unde harm done”.
If you must use a direct quotation, the attributadways should precede
the quotation. Because listeners cannot see théatjan marks, they

would have no way of knowing the words are a dimgedte. If by
chance the words were recognized as a quote, éstewwould have no
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idea who is saying them. For the same reason, théwation must
always precede the indirect quote.

And if you must use a direct quotation, keep itrshid the quote is long and it is
important to use it, you should use a tape of #msgn saying it. However, if you are
compelled to use a quote of more than one sent@ngeur copy, break it up with

phrases like, “smith went on to say” or “and siiloting the senator ...”

3.7 Punctuation

In broadcast copy, less punctuation is good. The erception is the comma.
Commas help the reader pause at appropriate pldsescommas, for example, after
introductory phrases referring to time and plasanahe following.

In Paris, three Americans on holiday met their deatay when their car overturned
and caught fire.

Sometimes three periods are used in place of themao Period also takes the place
of the parenthesis and of the semicolon. They aidi@ pause and are more easily
visible. The same is true of the dash — typed as hyphens. Note the dash in the
following examples:

‘Government sources say a study due out todayshkiw that the number of teen —
agers who smoke is decreasing for the first timeesiLl968.’

The only punctuation marks you need are the pecodima, question mark, dash,
hyphen and, rarely, quotation marks. To make thelweasier to read, use the hyphen
in some words, even when the dictionary does neg lita anti — discrimination, co-
equal, non — aggression.

3.8 Correcting Copy
Do not use the copy — editing marks you learnedeftiting newspaper copy. If a
word has an error in it, cross out the word andeathe corrected word above it.

Once again, your function is to make the copy edsieead, avoid making the reader
go up and down to find the right words in the falings:

‘The price of gold in London at afternoon fixingsn240 dollars’
Better to correct it this way:

‘The price of gold in London at the afternoon fxiwas 240 dollars’
And of course, always make your corrections neatigt clearly. Situations may vary
in the writing style and in the preparation of copwt if you learn what is presented

here, you will be well-prepared. Differences wil dmall, and you will adapt to them
easily.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

As a reporter, the basic rules in writing for thasst media may be the same. The fact
remains that there are certain things you can ditewlriting for newspaper, which
are not permissible in writing for the broadcastirae

You need to be abreast of the house style of th@nization you are working for.

5.0 SUMMARY
The broadcast news story demands some technisalii¢ make it different from the
newsstory for the print media.

Special attention must be paid to the typing, pnamtion, names and titles,
spellings, numbers, symbols, emphasis, attributemtsacronyms.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2.1

Write one news story for Radio and another for rom this passage:
The USAID Agreement Officer in Nigeria, Mr. Kenndtbhephang has
said that more entrepreneurs would only be attdatdieinvest in rice
industry if the production, processing and marlgbih the commodity
were made profitable.

Luephang who stated this yesterday at the Ricearde field day and
demonstration of the R-box technology at Gwakohim fEederal Capital
Territory (FCT), pointed out that to improve protiuity, rice cultivation

in Nigeria requires an increased access to impbffeam inputs like

seeds, fertilizers, chemicals and the technical wkedge through
extension.

He said that improved productivity and profitalyiliof the commodity
would lead to the generation of employment and dstesource of
income, adding that it would also ensure peachkarsociety.

“The Alliances will be needed to tackle the issdegpoverty reduction
through improved agricultural productivity and higitcome generation
activities”, he stressed. (Culled fradew AgeOct., 5, P.5).

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Explain five important points to bear in mind initvg a broadcast news story.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Brian, B. et al, (2002). The Missouri Grolyews Reporting and Writingeventh Edition,
New York: Bedford/St. Martins

Mencher, Melvin (2000)News Reporting and Writin@" Edition;Boston.
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UNIT 3 WRITING FOR THE EAR: FIVE PRINCIPLES
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
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3.3 Itis Person to Person
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Writing for the ear, which is synonymous with wmgi for radio, is different from
writing for newspaper, for radio has its own unigei@racteristics. It is a transient
medium and the listeners cut across the spectrandiffierent strata of the society. To
communicate with these divergent audiences, you neeunderstand certain basic
principles. This unit therefore focuses on the @ples of writing for radio.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit you should be able to:
e enumerate the principles of writing good storiersrémlio
e apply the principles in your newswriting.

3.0 MAIN BODY
There are five key principles you should alwaysearher about any radio
programme:

It is spoken

It is immediate

It is person to person

It is heard only once It is sound only

3.1 Itis spoken
It's not written literature, it is TALK. So, be natl and use only words you know
the meaning of and which are in your spoken vocaiul

The following example may sound alright in a Unitéations Assembly, but not on
air.
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Not: The implementation of the environmental qualitynpotion andpreservation
project, which will be launched during the Fifth theal Economic and Social
Development Plan, will place emphasis on solutidosthe problem of
pollution, population, migration and settlemente theterioration of natural
resources and the changes of ecology.

But: Government has plans to tackle the problems ofr@mwientpollution under the
new Economic and Social Development Plan. A prdganprove the quality
of the environment is to be launched. It will ty find solutions to the
problems of pollution, the migration of people freflages to cities and the
increasing scarcity of natural resources.

Use the spoken words of everyday speech.

Don't be afraid to use the same word twice or thimes, if it is the right word. The
broadcast style must be natural, not invented.

Not The road is not motorable
But: The road is blocked (or closed, impassable)

Or: The road can't be used.
Contractions are common in conversation, but thegeestarting out to news for the
broadcast often seems instinctively to avoid th8muse: that's, there’s, he’s, they're,
don’t, won't, isn’'t, aren’t etc. But don’t use coattions if you want to emphasize any
words, particularly in the case of a strong negaéitnphasis.

Example: He said last night he will not resign.

3.2 ltis Immediate
Radio is the “now” — medium!

The greatest advantage of radio over newspapéarsmediacy, and using the present
tense can emphasize this. Wherever possible, usepitbsent tense rather than
reported speech. This newspaper style sounds stangir.

Not:The Prime Minister said today the country’s econavagbooming.

But: The Prime Minister says the country’s economy @ntiag.

Things read on the radio should appear to thenkstéo be happening NOW. The
present tense is a typical broadcast tense betagiges a sense of immediacy.
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3.3 Itis Person to Person

Writing for radio is not great oratory, it must dormal, it's YOU and ME. There
may be thousands of others listening at the same, thut each of them is listening on
his own, or in a small group.

However, in news programmes, the styles can béatblignore formal than ordinary
conversation, yet certainly not as rigid as tha& oewspaper. It must be easy to listen
to without sounding casual.

Although radio must give news straight, remembett ih is also an entertainment
medium. Try not to be dull and too formal in yotyls. Try to avoid bureaucratic
language.

But when it is necessary to use an unfamiliar wibhould be explained in a short
explanatory sentence.

Example:  Writ of habeas Corpus, this means that the autiesrinust bring the
suspect before the judge.

Radio must become a friend, whom the listener balleve. And when we broadcast,
we should talk as to a friend.

3.4 ltlIs Heard Only Once

The broadcast, once made, is gone and the liskerseeno means of referring to what
was said. If the audience has to think twice, gediangle some cumbersome clause,
what you say is lost forever.

Clarity has top priority
Use simple, declarative short sentences. Whentarsanis too long, it can easily be
split up into two or three simple sentences. Damdm all the information in one
sentence.
Not:Nigeria and Ghana have both agreed on the desitgmfexpanding two-way
trade and increasing participation in the econondevelopment of
Ghana under the fifth Five-Year Plan.

But:Nigeria and Ghana want to expand trade. Nigeridadslo participate, more
in the economic development of Ghana under theFifte Year Plan.

The Enemy is Confusion

Leave out superfluous information. The problem omprehension is not only a
guestion of simple language, the idea that is cgevén a news item must also be
easily grasped. You have only one chance! A masfulisechnique is to put only

one idea in one sentence.
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Not: Prices of white sugar and white refined sugar tesbll inthe country are set
at N7.00 and N8.00 a kilo respectively.

But: The price of white sugar is set at N7.00 a Kiloletafined sugar will be
sold at N8.00 for a kilogram.

3.5 Itis Sound Only
Words are the bridge between the news writer aadistener. Words are the tools of
our trade.

Don’t be vague or ambiguous. Use words that comwesgrete images.

Not:The official points out that the annual elephamtibrate inBurma is usually
lower than the death rate.

But: Officials say that more elephants die each yean thuge born.

Be exact and concise. Explain complex and abst@utepts, if you cannot avoid
them.

Not:He also said reciprocity will be the guiding rule theimplementation of the U.S
— Philippines extradition treaty, aimed at curbicgmes that could create
irritants to their bilateral relations.

But:He also says both the Philippines and the UniteakeSt willapply the same
principles under the extradition treaty. The treaiyns at curbing crimes that
could cause difficulties between the two countries.

Avoid sound clashes, they are distracting to tsteter.

Not: The building is built by a local builder

But: A local company has built the house

Be careful with words that sound alike.

Examples: accepted -excepted
retain — regain

This is also the case with figures (15-50, 19-@) et
Not:Container handling through Apapa Port increasediyre thanl19 percent.
But: Container handling increased by about 20 percent.

Punctuation is absolutely vital. When eyes see &k m@a a page, the brain reacts in a
certain way. A large percentage of reading is aatamTherefore, if the newsreader’s
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brain is suddenly confronted with something unusualill cause some hesitation.

No matter how momentary, the listener will notibe hesitation. So, remember that
you are writing a script to be read aloud. Your qguation must be correct.

Newsreaders expect properly written material.

However, if a sentence is not properly written, giuation won’t be of much help, as
this example shows:

‘The chairman of the association”, said Mr. Khades,a liar”. The listener will get
the opposite impression of what you intended. is tiase put the name of the speaker
first.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3.1
Look at the front page of your local newspaperdgtinree lead stories and re-write
them for radio broadcast.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Having written your script, you need to read itumldo yourself. By doing this, you
would be the first to hear your own news storyis Ibetter to spot out your mistakes
yourself than to have your audiences do it for you.

50 SUMMARY

The five principles you should always remember imgitfor the radio are: that it's
spoken, immediate, person-to—person, it's hearg onkce and it is sound only.
Knowing these principles will be a guide for yowmmiting good radio scripts.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
Explain the five principles of a radio programme.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Brian, B. et al, (2014). The Missouri Grolgews Reporting and Writindgeleventh Edition,
New York: Bedford/St. Martins.

Rich, C (2010)Writing and Reporting News: A coachingmetjg§tEdition, Boston,
Wadsworth Published Company.

72



UNIT 4 HOW TO MAKE YOUR COPY SOUND
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Besides knowing the principles of writing for a i@dThere is a need to make your
copy sound and lively. And this can only be achieifeyou can use words distinctly
in telling your story.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit you should be able to:
o identify the tools for writing a sound copy
o use the tools to produce lively copy.

3.0 MAIN BODY

3.1 Dull Copy

Can hardly be read in a lively way. A crisp, livalgpy comes only from an awareness
of how to use words distinctly in a sparing, buiing way.

Verbs do the Work
They are the chief tools in spoken word writinginkhhard about verbs. They are the
keystones of broadcast style.
Example:A series of violent earth tremors shook a big avétheNew Guinea
Island this afternoon. In Rabaul, the town’s mavads heaved and rippled when
the main tremor struck shortly after four o’clockDozens of children playing on
a beach jumped into the water to escape tons dileuthat swept down a hill and
across the roads towards them.

Adjectives are not as much helpfubs one might think indescriptive and narrative
writing, they tend to slow the pace and obstruaidydelivery and perception. In
almost every case, adjectives or adverbs are ussa&ge This is particularly so for
the vague adjectives (colourful, traditional, huggst, giant, massive, drastic...)

When possible, use verbs in the active voice

The active voice tells it better. Word order iseoftthe key to movement in a
sentence. Active voice is subject-verb-object.
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Not: Sales counters have been opened by the newspapefewimportant places
in the city.

But: Newspaperfave opened sales counters at a few importantlattee city
Use the present tenseogical use of the present tense gives a tingeshiness
to news, makes it sound more immediate. Radio meust report what has just
happened, what is happening and what is just aoobéppen. For this reason,
the present, the present perfect and the futureuaeel more than in print
journalism.

News writers can make good use of the presentgddase, as in this example:

The Burmese Navy has arrested a Thai trawler.

The“has” gives more feeling of a continuing drama

Using the past tense often sounds very silly.

Not:The Minister said that the project was expectedeg@ompleted in1985.

But: The Minister expects the project will be completetivo years.

In reporting on statements, which refer to a vibat is still held by the speaker,
you can use the wordays’ instead ofsaid’.

But remember the present tense must be appliedyvasd logically.

Not: Three people are dead today from weekend trafiiidants.

But: Three people died in weekend accidents.

In dealing with future events, it is preferableuse “is to” rather than “will”. But
saying“The Minister is to visit the flooded area tomorrowe are simply reporting

his intension, rather than committing ourselvea fwediction of fact.

A mixture of tense is usual in conversational laagg) don’t bother too much about
certain grammatical rules that apply to written Esig

Example: The F.A.O. Director said that new developmentsqmioganeasily be
doubled if sufficient resources are available

You can humanize stories and add vitality to netesns by getting closer in
paraphrase to the way people express themselw®igday speech.
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A lot of formal language can be simplified withounisrepresenting the source.

Not: The shortfall in the publication of books in Bahablaysiaagainst the
increased rate of literacy in the language may thate government efforts to
expand public library services, it was stated taday

But: The Director of National Library, says not enougtoks arebeing published in
Bahasa Malaysia whereas more and more people ale @bread national
language. This may make government efforts to ekpahlic library services,
very difficult.

But any cases avoid the reverse. This is the pspaeBich turns a news contact’s

simple, straightforward remarks into formal soumgdiphrases. A road services

spokesman who tells you that a lot of cars have beeaking down because of floods

should not have his words elevated to

“a high incidence of vehicle malfunctionsAnd a person who sayshe’s fed up with a
certain situation should not figure in the bulledm

“expressed dissatisfaction”.
Self-Assessment Exercise 4.1

Go to a Television station in your locality, collebe news bulletin for the major
news of the day and review the news items base@onknowledge of sound copy
as explained in this unit.

3.2 Avoid the Negative
You can add colour to many stories by conventiomfthe negative to the positive. It
can be done frequently, especially in lead sengence

Not: The Ministry of agriculture has made it clear tHeghermen arenot prevented
from catching prawns in in-shore areas by usinglifianal gear.

But: Fishermen can still catch prawns along the coastlinthey usetraditional gear.
The Ministry of agriculture has made it clear that...

3.3 Punctuate for Sound

With rare exceptions, the only punctuation marks geed in writing for radio are the
full stop, the comma, the question mark and thdr.dBsinctuation marks are for the
newscaster, not for the listener. Therefore, usentlonly when they will help the
announcer use his voice. It is useful for the amceu if you underline certain words
for emphasis. Newsreaders rely on the writer to peactuation correctly and
intelligently.
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4.0 CONCLUSION
As a reporter, you need to write your copy in aliwmvay. This can be achieved
through the use of appropriate tenses and punctigti

5.0 SUMMARY
For your copy to be sound and lively you must usebs preferably active verbs,
appropriate tenses, you must also humanize youwy atal avoid the negative.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
Rewrite the front-page stories of two daily newsgamf your choice for radio.
Attach the newspapers to your assignment.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Brian, B. et al, (2014). The Missouri Grougews Reporting and Writindzleventh Edition,
New York: Bedford/St. Martins.

ltule, B. D & Anderson, D. A. (2008). News writiramd reporting, 7 edition. New
York: McGraw Hill

Harrower, T. (2013)Inside Reporting: A practical guide to the craffj@firnalism
3" edition. New York: McGraw Hill

Mencher, Melvin (2000)News Reporting and Writing" Edition;
Boston.Wadsworth Published Company.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Interview is an important source of news story. rigveeporter should be
knowledgeable in this art. You need to master dahriiques and their application.
This unit will prepare you to be good in the arirgérviewing.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit you should be able to:
e identify types of interview
e explain techniques for interview
e conduct an interview for your media house.

3.0 MAIN BODY

The purpose of an interview is to get usable autis audio may be live or
recorded. If it is recorded — which is more liketlye end result could be 15 seconds
or several minutes, the cut itself could be usedfoews bulletin or a package or a
documentary. In spite of these varied uses, theciples of good interviewing are
the same. But before you start, you should haweod glea of the type of interview
you are about to do.

3.1 The Information Interview

This is primarily to reveal facts or opinions. Fexample: ‘how many ambulances are
off the road because of a maintenance problem?clivinay do you as a minister
intend to vote in today’s crucial local governmetection?’; ‘Why weren’t the main
roads in the country rehabilitated?
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Note some of the words used above. The crucial svtwduise when asking questions
are:What, where, who, how, why, and when.

Questions starting with these words elicit answettser than just ‘yes’ or ‘no’,
therefore making them much more useful for radio.

3.2 The Interpretive Interview

The interpretive interview is quite different. Tlsebject of the interview needs to
interpret some facts, which are already known. o that interest rates are rising
again; the financial expert can be asked what etfes will have on mortgage rates.
You should still, though ask the question usingwioed ‘what'.

3.3 The Emotional Interview

The emotional interview is by far the trickiest ¢ypg5ood reporting covers all shades
and colours of human emotional experiences. Beaons not to cause more harm to
your subject during emotional interviews.

3.4 Interview Preparation

If you are to ask sensible questions, you must ksomiething of the subject. That is
not to say that you need to be an expert yourbelf,a few minutes of research is
important before hand.

However, you may well get pushed into an intervigithout any chance whatsoever
to prepare. In that case, use you intervieweerasearch resource.

Let us say that you are about to interview a sheward who is calling for a strike.
You know little more than his name, his employename, and the union he
represents. If you ask for an outright briefingdsefthe interview, he may respect
your honesty or he may feel contempt for your lawk knowledge, however
unavoidable it may have been. So start with a widanging question: ‘Why do you
think that a strike is now inevitable? It is difiit to answer that question without
giving a clue to the last offer from the employBidw that you know the last offer
was an extra 12%, you can go on to ask what woalédzeptable and so on. The
conversation has begun.

3.5 Location

You may carry out an interview almost anywhere. Mam® recorded, but even live
interviews can be conducted in many places outsiddraditional studio. When you
go out on location, make the most of the opportesitwhich may exist to include
sound effects when these are relevant.

‘What did you have for breakfast...?’
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This question has gone into the lore of radio repgr Newcomers — and some old
hands- think it helps to ask the interviewee altloatfirst meal of the day, to get some
recording level and get the conversation goings &ll rather artificial and is better
avoided — especially after one famous politiciasveared: ‘An interviewer’! It is
much more practical to ask the interviewee forrasne and job title. You can take
some level on that and your recording is immedyat@djged with crucial information.
Do not rely on sticky paper labels alone; they fedinoff at vital moments.

A chat before the interview is fine, assuming yaawvé the time. It is perfectly
acceptable for the interviewee to ask what, in ganée piece will be about, if that is
not already obvious. You can do a little more distiresearch at the same time. But
do not let an interviewee insist on a list of ques in advance. You cannot let
yourself be tied in this way because, by agreemgsk certain things, you are also
agreeing not to raise other matters, which may ieconore interesting as the
interview progresses.

3.6  Waitch their Language

Of course, everyone should use words acceptablebrfoadcasting. But there is
another kind of language — the language of the bodye interviewee may
inadvertently reveal a lot about his mental statdils posture. Folded arms may be a
sign of defensiveness; wringing hands, crossed daglstapping fingers may reveal
various states of tension. Tapping fingers, by wey, must be stopped with a
courteous request. Otherwise the recording wilbpldy be spoilt by a most peculiar
thumping sound.

3.7 Question Technique

You encourage an interviewee to talk by asking tjoesThat is your job. But do not
be tempted into dominating the conversation-therisr wants to hear the voice of the
interviewee rather than that of the interviewerloBeare a few general points.
Listening to answers

This is another good argument against prearrangesdtipns. You must listen to what
your subject has to say.

Asking one thing at a time

Make an effort not to ramble.

Reporter: ‘Would you say, then, that bus drivers have hadughghat is, that
they are saying they aren’t paid enough, so thay tmight take action — er,

actually go on strike?’.

Do not ask two or more questions in one
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Reporter: ‘Is it true that treating the roads cost the copntmorethan thirty
thousand pounds last winter and that you had tsalkeas well as grit?’

Do not start quoting alternatives— then stop in mid-sentence:

Reporter: ‘Are you recommending to victims that they go tepblice or the
council or the Citizen’s Advice Bureau or ...?’

Try not to interrupt, unless your subject is nevergoing to stop until you
intervene. Interruptions often sound untidy, and they argvéifficult to edit
sensibly into a short clip.

If you are in any doubt about suitable questioesy@mber the basics:

What, where, who, how, why, and wheor example: ‘Whathappened?’; ‘Where’s
the accident?’; ‘Who’s involved?’; ‘How many peoiave been hurt?’; ‘Why did the
coach overturn?’; ‘When will the road be clear?’

Eye Contact

Encourage your subject with eye contact; it isrfdig up to a point, but glance
elsewhere now and then, otherwise it becomes aggeedJse nods of the head to
show that you are listening and understanding. @icsay ‘yes.’ or ‘I see...” and other
audible means of encouragement we use in convemnsati

Leading Questions

These questions encourage a certain answer anctaeyseful up to a point. Beware
also that they are not necessarily ‘closed’ typestjons, which could lead to a ‘yes’

or ‘no’ answer: ‘So would you say that mothers ntage extra care?’ ‘You must be

very angry about the decision?’. Do not overdo éhggestions, as you are in danger
of putting words into your subject’'s mouth.

Cliché Questions
Think about your question technique. Each questimun ask should serve a specific
purpose. Do not fall into ‘knee-jerk’ interviewirgbits:

Reporter: (to sobbing woman); ‘How do you feel?’

3.8 After the Interview

Do not go on longer than is reasonably necessagmerber that you have got to
listen to it all back afterwards. If you want a-3@econd clip, 15 minutes is too much
to put on tape. Five should be enough and 10 nare &mple. If you are after a clip

and you hear what you want during the recordingndwip as soon as you can. There
IS No point in going on in the hope of somethingdre

Thanks

Remember to thank you subject. It is good publiatiens, as well as common
courtesy, and you might need to talk to that peesgain in the future.
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Self-Assessment Exercise 5.1
Pick someone on radio or television that you thénk good interviewer. Tape a live
interview the reporter does and write down the jaes.

Go to a university and interview an expert in ai®ydf of your choice. Write a news
story from the interview.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Interview is an important source of news for yowaagporter. However it is not a job
for every reporter. Rather, it is an art resernadtiose who can apply the techniques.
Thus, you need to master the techniques of intemibefore embarking on one.

5.0 SUMMARY

The following types of interview are common in joalism; Informational interview,
interpretive interview, and emotional interview.d8¥es, you need to know about the
subject of interview. Also, watch your languagek ase thing at a time, listen to
answers but control the interview.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
Your editor has assigned you to cover a robbesya@mmercial bank. Write in details

how you will go about the story. Those you willantiew and the questions you will
ask.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Brian, B. et al, (2014). The Missouri Grougews Reporting and Writindgeleventh Edition,
New York: Bedford/St. Martins.

Mencher, Melvin (2000)News Reporting and Writing" Edition; Boston.

ltule, B. D & Anderson, D. A. (2008). News writiramd reporting, 7 edition. New
York: McGraw Hill
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The world has known three revolutions in the kegppresenting, communicating and
accessing of information. These are the emergehteeowritten word thousands of
years ago, the other was the invention of printingdreds of years ago, and the third
is still on going. It is, of course, the Internethe means for anyone in the planet to
display information that can instantly be read hyane else (Randall 2002). This unit
takes a look at what Internet is and its advantages

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit you should be able to:
e explain what the internet is;
e tell the history of the internet; and
e discuss the advantages of the Internet.

3.0 MAIN BODY

3.1 What is the Internet?

The Internet — also known as the Net is the worlal'gest computer network. ‘What
Is a network?” You may ask. Even if you already wWngou may want to read the
next couple of paragraphs to make sure that weealsng the same language.
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A computer network is basically a cluster of indegent computer hooked together
somehow. In concept, it's sort of like a radio of fietwork that connects a bunch of
radio or TV stations so that they can share trestapisode of a programme.

Don'’t take the analogy too far. TV networks send #ame information to all the
stations at the same time (it's called broadcaswvaorking); in computer networks,
each particular message is usually routed to aicpéat computer. Unlike TV

networks, computer networks are invariably two-washen computer A sends a
message to computer B, B can send a reply back to A

Some computer networks consist of a central compurté a bunch of remote stations
that report to it (a central airline- reservatiamputer, for example, with thousands
of screens and keyboards in airports and travehags). Others, including the
Internet, are more egalitarian and permit any cdempwn the network to
communicate with any other.

The Internet isn’'t really one network — it's a netw of networks, all freely
exchanging information. The networks range from bigg and formal (such as the
corporate networks at BHP, Westpac and Qantad)et@mall and informal (such as
the one in your back bedroom, with a couple of Bk bought through the Trading
Post) and everything in between. College and usityenetworks have long been part
of the Internet, and now high schools and elemgmndahools are joining up. In the
past year or two, Internet usage has been inciggadim pace equivalent to that of
television in the early 50s; the Net now has ameded 40 million computers and
something like 150 million users, growing at 4Gtbpercent per year.

3.2 Internet Capability

The Internet is a new communications technology ihaffecting our lives on a scale
as significant as the telephone and television.e&people believe that when it comes
to disseminating information, the Internet is thesinsignificant invention after the
printing press. If you use the telephone, writéekst read a newspaper or magazine,
or do business or any kind of research, the Intecae radically alter your entire
worldview.

When people talk about the Internet today, theyallgualk about what they can do,
what they have found, and whom they have met oiN#te The Internet’'s capabilities
are so expansive that we don’'t have room to giveomplete list in this chapter
(indeed, it would fill several books larger tharstbne), but here’s a quick summary:

Electronic mail (e-mail): This service is certainly the most widelyused — gan
exchange e-mail with millions of people all ovee tworld. People use e-mail for
anything for which they might use paper mail, faxepecial delivery of
documents, or the telephone: gossip, recipes, rtsndove letters — you name it.
(We hear that some people even use if for stuffiteel to work). Electronic
mailing lists enable you to join in-group discussmavith people who have similar
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interests and to meet people over the Net. Maiuessr(programs that respond to
e-mail messages automatically) let you retrievesaits of information.

The World Wide Web: When people talk these days about surfingthe el t

often mean checking out sites on the (buzzword)ataultimedia hyper linked

database that spans the globe. The Web, unlikeeebiet services, combines text,
pictures, sound and even animation and lets youenaogund with a click of the
computer mouse. New Web sites (sets of Web page®rawing faster than ever,
with new sites appearing every minute. In 1993, Itliernet had 130 Web sites.
Today, it has many millions, and statistics indec#tat the number is doubling
every few months.

The software used to navigate the Web is known lawaser. The most popular
browsers today are Netscape Navigator and Micrdstdtnet Explorer along with
some other less popular but worthy competitors.

Chatting: People are talking to people all over the globeugdimost everything
under the sun. They enter chat rooms with sevdtrargoeople or one special
person. They use one of the chat facilities pravio the major service providers-
America Online, MSN and CompuServe all have theninternet Relay Chat, a
chat facility available to almost anyone on thesitnget.

Information retrieval: Many computers have files of informationthat arseffor
the taking. The files range from the Australian idiGourt decision (www.
austllii.edu.au) and library card catalogues to tiet of old books, digitized
pictures (nearly all of them are suitable for fagmaludiences), and an enormous
variety of software, from games to operating system

Special tools known as search engines, directoaad, indices help you find
information on the Net. Lots of people are tryimgdreate the fastest, smartest
search engines and the most complete Net index.

Electronic Commerce: This term is just a fancy word for buyingand sejlstuff
over the Net. It seems that everybody’s doing fig amow that software’s are
available to make the process of sending your toadd number over the Net safe
and secure. You can buy anything from books tokstoeicrobreweries.

Intranets: | guess you know this. Businesses have figuredtloaithis Internet
stuff is really useful. They're using e-mail and bBechnologies on their own
internal networks and calling them intranet. Aftempanies, some quickly cut in
to the idea that they could use this same stufkaok with their customers and
suppliers and other offices with which they havsibess relationships.

Games and GossipAll types of multi-use games can easily absorbywaking
hours and an alarming number of what would othexvlie your sleeping hours.
Multi- user games allow you to challenge other ptayfrom all over the world. In
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a MUD (Multi-user Dimension of Multi-User dungeoygu take on characters and
play a role. In games like network ‘Doom’ you placade-style games, with other
players on the network playing in the same space.

3.3 Uses of the Net
Here are some of the ways the Internet is being:use

Finding people: If you've lost track of your childhood friend, nosyour chance
to find him or her anywhere in the world.

Finding businesses, product, and servicedew yellow pagedirectory services
enable you to search by the type of company yolsoking for. People are
shopping for that hard-to-find, special gift iteffriend told us of her search for
an ear pendant that led her to a company in Aldls&bhad just what she was
looking for.

Research: Law firms are realizing that a great deal of infatianthat they
formerly paid hundreds of dollars to find from coemgial services can be found
for almost nothing when they go directly to the Niecluding unemployment
statistics, to help assess property values. Geneggearchers and other scientists
download up-to-date research results from aroured wvorld. Businesses and
potential businesses research their competition ttreeNet.

Education: School teachers coordinate projects with classrcaltaser the globe.
University students and their families exchangeagisrand keep down the cost of
phone calls. Students do research from their homwepaters. The latest
encyclopedias are online.

Travel: Cities, towns, states and countries are using tled W putup (post)
tourist and event information. Travellers find weat information, maps,
transportation schedules, and tickets and musewns lomline.

Marketing and sales: software companies are selling software andprogidin
updates via the Net. (The folks making money frdra manufacture of floppy
disks are looking for new products. Most softwarstribution is moving to the
Net). Companies are selling products over the Reline bookstores and music
stores enable people to browse online, chooss,tdled pay for stuff over the net.

Love: People are finding romance on the Net. Singlesaadisnatchmaking sites
vie for users.

Healing: Patients and doctors keep up-to-date with the tlagdical findings,
share treatment experience, and give one anothpposu around medical
problems. We even know of some practitioners whdharge e-mail directly with
their patients.
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Investing: People do financial research, buy stock, and imvesey. Some
companies trade their own shares online. Investrdinding new ventures, and
new ventures are finding capital.

Organising events:Conference and trade-show organisers arefindirigthleabest
way to disseminate information, call for papers dodegistration is to do it on the
Web. Information can be updated regularly, and pape shipping costs are
dramatically reduced. Registering online savesctis of on-site registration staff
and the hassle of on-site registration lines.

3.4 Nonprofits: Churches, NGOs and other community organizationspuiages,
telling about themselves and inviting prospects @imhtsHistory of the Internet

The precursor of the Internet was the Advanced &ekeProject Administration
(ARPANET), a project funded by the US DepartmentDaffense (DOD) in 1969,
both as an experiment in reliable networking andirtk DOD and military research
contractors, including the large number of uniwersidoing military-funded research
(ARPA stands for Advanced Research Projects Adinatisn, the branch of the
DOD in charge of handing out grant money. Althotlgh ARPANET started small,
connecting four universities in the west of the Y8Ajuickly grew to span the entire
US.

In the early 1980s, the ARPANET grew into the edmkgrnet, a group of interlinked
networks connecting many educational and reseatel funded by the National
Science Foundation (NSF), along with the originallitany ones. Pioneers at
Melbourne University established Australia’s fitstks and extended the network
when they graduated. This network was taken ovex bynsortium of universities and
the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Reseddthanisation (CSIRO) called
the Australian Academic Research Network (AARNEBY. 1990, it was clear that
the Internet was here to stay and, in the USA, dbgernment encouraged the
commercially run networks that comprises todaytsrmet. In Australia, Connect.com
(now owned by AAPT) had established the first Comunad Internet Company and
by 1994 there were about twenty companies providimgrnet access. The whole
network went commercial in 1995 with Telstra takowgr from the AARNET.

It is a relatively new development in Nigeria, yeany people have embarked on the
use of the Internet.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1.1

Visit the Net and send a mail to a friend in anotbeuntry on latest political
developments in Nigeria. Also, attempt a downloddnmwre information on the
history of the Internet using any of the commonrcieangines e.g. Yahoo, google,
etc.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

With the advent of the Net, the world has witnesaedinprecedented revolution that
has touched every area of our lives. Notwithstagdire perceived negative effects
that might be associated with it, we should all kvtomrgether to preserve this legacy
and try to improve on it.

Today, it has made unprecedented change in themgayommunicate. It can be used
for electronic mail (e-mail), chatting, Intranetgames and gossip, information
retrieval, electronic commerce etc. In the areeeséarch you can use it to access vast
amounts of information not otherwise readily avalga

5.0 SUMMARY
This unit has highlighted the meaning of Interntsthistory, importance and
functions to the society.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
e Briefly explain the history of the Internet.
e What are the uses of the Internet?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Houston B. (1999)Computer Assisted Reporting: A PracticalGuidé Rdition,

New York, Bedford/ St. Martin’s.
Randall. D. (2000Yhe Universal Journalist 2nd Editiohpndon, Pluto Press.

Reddick, R. & King, E. (2001)'he online journalist: Using the Internet and other
electronic resources3 edition. Fort Worth. TX: Harcourt
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UNIT 2 COMPUTER ASSISTED JOURNALISM

CONTENTS
1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Body
3.1 The Case for Using Computer in Journalism
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment (TMA)
7.0 Reference/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The use of computer in newsgathering is one of ldtest developments in
information technology. This can facilitate the job the reporter and afford him
access to vast information just with a click onaon.

In this age of high tech journalism, any journahgio does not know how to use the
computer could find himself in the back number.
This unit takes a look at what Computer Assistaddalism means and its role in

modern day journalism

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
e explain what computer assisted journalism mearts; an
e discuss the relevance of the computer to a jowghali

3.0 MAIN BODY

3.1 The Case for Using Computer in Journalism

You are looking into the early release of convifism state prisons because of
overcrowding. A good source had told you that maowvicts released into a so-
called supervised home release programme are epervised at all. In fact, the
system loses track of the convicts until they arested again.

Prison officials say they don’t know if that’s truaut they say you can look at
individual inmate records if you want to.

Here’s the catch: there are 20,000 records. Po$iurials are counting on you having
to look at 20,000 sheets of paper. They believewitiugive up on the story because
it will take you and other reporters months to lgaough all the records. At best, they
think you will develop some anecdotal evidence tbay easily refute.

But you have an answer. You say you will take theords not on paper but on a
computer tape. After a series of meetings, theiaf agree to give you the computer
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tape with the information you need. You pick up thpe in the morning and transfer
the information to your personal computer in therioon.

By the next morning, using store-bought softwarey yave determined that more
than 1,000 convicts walked away from the progranmr#e past year. Over the next
few days, you check through the records and gatleee details. You recheck your
information, conduct interviews, and write the gtoA week later, you run a front
page story that presents a systematic look at grgmume gone wrong (Houston:
1999).

The above Scenario depicts an example of the mbevaof computer-assisted
journalism. That is, the use of computers not ailywrite stories but to do far-
reaching research through online database; to g&hge numbers of records from
analysis, to launch stories from a higher level awnth deeper context than ever
before.
It must however be noted that computer assistexh@ism does not replace proven
journalistic practices, it only compliments andvalies them.
Without computers, newspapers would have to livepfeeto fill all those positions
eliminated in the computer revolution. Besides, potars make it possible for
reporters to cover stories with greater ease.
Self-Assessment Exercise 2.1

1. What do you understand by Computer Assisted Jasm4ICAJ)?

2. What are the advantages of Computer Assisted Jmmn#&CAJ) over old

methods of Practicing Journalism?

4.0 CONCLUSION

Today'’s best reporters and editors have learnddctimaputers can help at almost any
phase of the reporting and editing process. Theyceenputers as essential tools of
the journalist’'s trade. Therefore, today’s jours@imust learn to use computers in
order to gain from the several benefits they offer.

5.0 SUMMARY

The Computer for journalists today has become &@alde tool in gathering and
dissemination of information. It has helped therj@list to access vast information in
a jiffy and also helped the editor to verify, ednd publish stories of note with less
efforts.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
Expatiate on the need for Computer Assisted Jogmah this millennium.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Houston, Brand, (1999¥omputer Assisted Reporting: A PracticalGuid& Rdition,

New York, Bedford St. Martin’s.

Reddick, R. & King, E. (2001)'he online journalist: Using the Internet and other
electronic resources3® edition. Fort Worth. TX: Harcourt
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UNIT 3 NAVIGATING THE NET

CONTENTS
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

As the title implies this unit teaches you how &t gonnected to the Net and the
workings of the Web. Besides, it highlights someibaveb navigation tools and
techniques.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit you should be able to:
e Describe the various navigational tools; and
e Use the tools.

3.0 MAIN BODY

3.1 The World Wide Web

Just a few short years ago, Internet users hadwgate in a fairly complex computer
environment. Today, the Internet is dominated by World Wide Web (www), a
graphically oriented, user-friendly portion of theternet that has seen enormous
growth in recent years. With few exceptions, thebWs where the action is for
journalists and non-journalists alike.

The basic workings of the Web are relatively simiitem the users’ vantage point).
Users browse through a Web page filled with text graphical images. Some of the
text and graphics may be highlighted. Users paudt @ick on the highlighted portion
of the page and are taken to another Web pager éittthat same computer system or
into an entirely different system.

3.2 Netscape Navigators Vs. Microsoft Explorer

Two software “browser” programs designed to nawdgéie Web are known today:

Netscape’s Navigator and Microsoft's Internet Expto They are similar in design,

but, like everything in the computer world, theygger great debate. Some people
believe Netscape is by far the superior productleadthers insist Explorer is the way

to go.
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If you have a relatively new computer, it is prolydloaded with both already. If not,
both will be available through your Internet preaid And you can download a new
version of the software for free.

3.3 Software Overview

Let's take a moment to go over some of the begdtfea of the navigation software
that reporters would likely need. Most of the ithasions will be from Netscape
Navigator, but | will include descriptions of Intext Explorer when the functions are
different from Netscape. Also note that each conppateases updated versions of the
software regularly.

Once connected to the Internet, click on the saftweon, a preprogrammed “home
page” will pop onto the screen. A home page isthe page of a Web computer site.
Your new software will be programmed for either g8wdétware manufacturer's home
page or the computer manufacturer's home pagegresthwhich is not too useful for
reporters. We will discuss briefly how to change blome page in a bit, but first some
basics.

Near the top of the program is a white box (caflencation” in Netscape Navigator
and “Address” in Internet Explorer). That gives yibe computer address of the Web
site that is currently on the screen. It is vitakeep a close eye on this box in order to
determine where you are at all times and to enalleto evaluate the reliability of the
information.

The power of the Web is in “hyperlinks, or simplinks,” which takes a user to
another section of the same Web page, or to anpdme on the same computer site,
or to a completely different site, all with a simphouse click. You can see what has
links by passing your mouse arrow over the text gragphics. If there is a link, the
arrow will turn into a hand with an extended indeger pointing at the linked object.
Linked texts also stand out in a different colonani the unlinked portion of the text,
usually in blue. To go to the link site, simplyadiwith your mouse.

The point-and-click method is both the beauty dmel problem with the Web. It is
easy to get from one place to another, but toonafigers will go clicking through a
site and soon do not know where they are or how gt there. That is why it is
critical to keep your eye on the Web address. Bbeadore clicking on a link, you can
see the new address by placing the mouse poingrtbe linked material. You may
however be lucky sometimes to find your way baclcligking on the “back” button.
This can progressively bring you back to your stgrpoint. The linked address will
appear in the bottom left portion of your screen.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3.1
Explain the terms Modem and WWW.

Stop Right There!
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It is important to be aware of what the computerdang at any given time.
Depending on the speed of your connection and ahglexity of the graphics on
the page being accessed, it could take some tirmeebthe page is fully loaded.
To observe whether the screen is still downloadiogk at the corporate icon in
the top right corner of the screen. If it is movitigat means the last command is
still being performed. The command is completed nwitee icon stops moving.
The results of the command also can be viewed enlalver left-hand corner,
which shows the computer opening up the file. Wih&completed, Netscape tell
you “Search: Done”. For graphic-laden Web sitesslanv-moving modems, you
may decide you simply want to cancel your last camd To do that, go up to the
command bar and click on the red stop sign in Ngtscor the red “X” in
Explorer.

Getting Rid of Graphics

Graphics make Web pages eye-catching, but theyititky, for journalists other
than slow down their reporting, especially for thagho do not have high-speed
connections to the Internet. You may want to cagrsidrning off the graphics.
That leaves you with just text, but greatly spepdhe downloading process. To
turn off the graphics in Netscape, go to the “Opiomenu and click on Auto
Load Images. That will remove the check mark. Tm tthe graphic back on,
repeat the command and the check mark will reappe&xplorer, go to the View
menu and select “Options”. Click on “Appearancetl asmove the checks from
the top three boxes-Shokictures Play SoundsandAnimations— to remove the
check marks.

Web Navigation Tools And Techniques
The following are some basic web navigation tooid gechniques.

Moving Backward and Forward

Among the most important software tools are thekBad Forward commands.
You can “surf” around a site — the process of atigkrom one page to another via
hyperlinks — and then if you decided what was yealeded was something two
clicks ago, simply “back out:” by using thigackbutton (a left arrow in Explorer).
Each click on théBack button will take you to the previous page. Tharward
button (a right arrow in Explorer) will take youedd to points where you had
been previously before backing out. Netscape amdoEer also leave a “footprint”
on links that have been used recently by chandiadraditional blue link text to a
different colour, enabling you to retrace your step

Bookmarks

Each program also enables users to save the adsdressseful Web sites. When
you come across a site you may want to returnub ,down the Bookmarks menu
and go to “Add Bookmark”. The next time you wantgo to that site, go back to
the Bookmarks menu and pull down to the saved $ie. “Go To Bookmarks”
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function under the Bookmarks menu allows user gapize their saved Web sites
in folders.

Print, Find, and Save

Both programs have print buttons that will print ¢lie full Web page you have
opened on the screen. If a file is too long you mant to save it onto your
computer hard drive or floppy disk and read it datBo save a file into a word
processor, go to the File menu and select “Save (8aime in both programs).
There will be other times when you are looking forvery small piece of
information in a very large document. Instead oivdmading the entire document
into your word processor, you can click on the @ircon in Netscape and type in
a keyword or phraséFind” will take you directly to the word or words youear
seeking.

Go directly to a site

This enables you to go to specific addresses. $igplto the Location box in
Netscape (or the Address box in Explorer) and iypthe address. Note that, as
you begin making the change, the Location box n&mes to “GO to:” (and
Explorer's Address box turns to “Open”). Alternaly, you can click on the
“Open” icon in Netscape (Open File icon on the taght side in Explorer) and
type in the address. Either way, be sure the asldsgwecise.

A misplaced comma, an extra letter or a dot instdaaslash will result in a failed
search. Also note that in newer versions of Naaigand Explorer, the programs
automatically add the http:// to the beginning lbaddresses.

Searching

Search engines are used when you do not have Hicpgeb address. There are
many search engines out there, they all work diffdy, and there is no single
search engine that can comprehensively searchghrimiernet. To easily access
some of the major search engines, click in the Skdrch button on Netscape
under theLocation box. On this page Netscape has links to a haradfthe most
popular and powerful search engines, including ahofoseeks, Lycos, and
WebCrawler. Much like the personal preferences Navigator or Explorer,
everyone who has ever been on the Net has a fawwérch engine and sticks to
it. The reality, however, is that we should uséedént search engines for different
situations.

Changing the Home Page

As we discussed earlier, the browser software comisa preprogrammed home
page that appears every time you go on-line. lallgadvertises the software you
are using or the computer you have just boughbaorething not too useful for a

deadline reporter. Instead, the home page can &egeld to a site that a reporter
might actually want to look at and use in daily ggmg. Some options include

your own newspaper, you local news competitionpmidant regional newspaper,
or a national publication. The home page also cdwddthe Web site of an
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institution you cover regularly, such as NationasAmbly or the University of
Lagos.

To change the home page on Navigator, go to thdid@s menu and pull down
to preferences. Click on “Appearances” and, inglte Startup box, type in the
address of the Web site you want to be your opepagg. In Internet Explorer,
call up the page you want to be your home pags, gjoeto the View menu and
pull down “Options”. Click on the Start and SearBhges, click on the Use
Current button and then the OK button. The homéohuton on Navigator (and
house icon on Explorer) will bring you back to ydwome page.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Your access to the Internet begins with a delileeadiempt to get connected and also
frequently patronizing the Net. Mastering the ukthe Net therefore needs a constant
use of it. This will no doubt enhance your knowledyf the Internet and its use in
making your job easy as a journalist.

5.0 SUMMARY
This unit has briefly introduced you to how to s#afor materials on the Net and the
basic navigational tools and techniques needed tbid.

You must be acquainted with these tools and teciesidor your proper
understanding of their functions and working.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
Name six web navigation tools and explain fivehar in detail.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Houston Brand, (1999 omputer Assisted Reporting: A PracticalGuid& Rdition,

New York, Bedford/ St. Martin’s.
Randall. D. (2000Yhe Universal Journalist 2nd Editiohpndon, Pluto Press.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Having learnt about some basic Web navigation taals$ techniques in the previous
unit. It is important to know the use of the browdbe clear software that helps you
to navigate. This unit focuses on you (a journaisd the browser).

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
e explaining the principle behind the browser you; ugdemonstrate
how to get to a web site;
e identify similarities in browsers.

3.0 MAIN BODY

3.1 Using Browsers

Because of their fierce competition, Netscape andrddoft update their browser
softwares frequently. But whatever version of wwdr browser you use, the
principles should remain the same, even if the bey#/ call their buttons by different
names (“Reload” and “Bookmarks” on Netscape; “Rdifeand “Favorites” on

Explorer) and their positions vary on the Toolbote the American spelling of
Favourites.

The buttons are in a Toolbar row at the top of sbeeen with a white box running
nearly the width of the screen under the buttome Buttons and the white box are
options, and if they are not there, you can puinthieere. You can have the browser
display them by going to the “Preferences” menu seldcting the “Show” option. Be
aware that Netscape and Explorer locate these ngpiio different menus and call
them by similar but different names. The “Back” afttbrward” buttons on the
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extreme left on the Toolbar will take you to theesgrou last explored in the specified
direction. If there is no destination to go forwaod the button is disabled — “grayed
out.” If you nominated a site and what appears ouaryscreen is incomplete, the
“Reload” or “Refresh” button will try again for yojust click on it

If it has been a while since you visited a pagey gbould reload it as a matter of
course, because what's on your screen could bes@iated version. This is because
once an Internet document has been fetched frome,a@cal providers save time by

storing it on a proxy server for users who subsetipeequest it instead of sending
each user to the originating site each time. “R#la& “Refresh” sends you to the

original site so you can be sure you've got thesaversion.

3.2 Going to a Web Site

How do you visit a World Wide Website? You havdeast four options. The first is
to type its address, or URL, in the white box antdmter (or return) on your
keyboard. The browser goes into action. On Netscageors start showering near
the planet behind the capital N in the top rightle# screen. On Explorer, the “e” in
that spot starts revolving and displaying thatatser side is a spinning Earth. On
both, a bar along the bottom of the screen begirigl,tproviding a visual indication
of how long it will take for the page to appearyamur screen. The slower the bar fills,
the longer the wait.

You will also see a massage in the box at thehiaftd button of the screen that tells
you the browser is trying to contact the host wharer requested document resides.
After contact is made, it gives you a running stateport while the document is

downloading onto your computer. Depending on treeedpof your modem or in house

network, sooner or later some words and images themwebsite will appear on your

screen. The “Stop” button halts any incoming trassman immediately.

3.3 Nominating a “Home” Site

Browsers allow you to nominate a “Home” site, tigtto choose a location on the
World Wide Web that the browser always goes to grmzeopen the software. In your
preference or Options location, you can type in tHeL of your choice. Later
versions may automate this feature, so you mighigate to a site, then select it as
your “Home” by clicking in an instruction to thaffect. In any case, your selection
will be your home site until you change it. Clicgion the “Home” button will always
take you straight to that site, regardless of wiyereare on the Internet.

The “Search” button allows you to search the Irgerior specific information. A
click on that button takes you to a site that lesch engines.

The “Print;” button is straightforward. A click allvs you to print any document on
the screen. Note that it only works when the erdimeument has been downloaded
into your computer. The “Security” button is forckmicians. The button opens a
window that provides information about security Wdratever page is on the screen.
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You can turn off images and receive only text. Thigeeds up data transfer
considerably, especially with slow modems. To do gm to your “Preference” or

“Options” and make the necessary choice, which maglve de-selecting a default
setting. Once you’ve done that, pages will loachauitt images. If you want to see the
images, click once on the images button (if yoawser has one) in the Toolbar.

3.4 Finding Data on a Page

The “Find” button on browsers is extremely usetul journalists. In Netscape version
4 the search function is hidden. Use your usuab&ayd shortcut (“apple + ‘' for a

Macintosh, “Ctrl” +"f* for a PC). In the “Find” box/ou type keywords or parts of
words. Clicking sends the browser out to find thatrd or part-word. This can be
very useful in long documents.

As you move about the Internet, your browser ctdledl locations you visit in a
history list. You can return to any location bycking the “Go” menu at the top of the
page and selecting an earlier location. But thssolny dies once you quit the browser.

However, browsers provide a bookmark feature thatvailable every time you load
the browser. For journalists, this is probably nhest helpful browser service. You'll
find it represented by a button on the Toolbar omanu item “Bookmarks” or

“Favorites” above the Toolbar. Once you find a ubeite, you can bookmark it
simply by choosing. “Add bookmark “under the Bookinanenu in Netscape and
“Add to favourites” under the “Favourites” in Expéy. The item will remain in your
list until you delete it. You delete a bookmark duiting the bookmark/favourite file.
Open the file “apple” + “b” if you're using a Madimsh or “Ctrl” +: b” on a PC).

Highlight the file and hit the delete button.

3.5 Bookmarks or Favourites

The second way to get to an Internet site is lgkirlg on it in your “Bookmarks” or
“Favorites” list. This applies even if you turn ¢ime browser some months later, as
soon as you select the Bookmark menu and click backmark. There is actually a
hypertext link at the top of the site. You'll quigkearn to love the bookmark facility.
Netscape stores your bookmarks in a file calledcolBoark htm”. | recommend
backing up that file every couple of days. A bookknaay become obsolete because
the site closes down, so it's worth the time adife to go through your bookmarks
from time to time to make sure they're still active

As a journalist, you should organize your bookmanka way that best suits you. One
efficient method is to nominate folders that copaasd to key areas, such as rounds,
and placing files in those folders after you bookataem.

A third way to visit a site is to open the “Selémtation” or “Open Location” box. To
do this, the keyboard shortcut is “apple” + L” byre using a Macintosh or “Ctrl” +
“L” on a PC. You type the name of the URL in thexlsind hit enter or click OK.
Netscape also permits you to open a specific Tile instruction is under the “File”
menu.
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A fourth way to go to a site is to click on a hyteat “link” on a page. Links are easy
to recognize because they are usually a differelotuc from the rest of the page. Blue
is the most common colour because it is the defafuthe most Web page design
packages. You can detect the link when you plaece ymuse over a suspected link,
provided you do not click. If the page is a linketdestination will appear in a box in
the bottom left of the page. Hypertext is a featurgjue to the Web. You can jump to
sites anywhere in the world simply by clicking oypbkrtext links anywhere in the
text.

3.6 Similarities in Browsers

Explorer is similar to Netscape in terms of theipas of the buttons. Most of
Explorer's buttons are in the same place at theofofhe screen in versions 1 to 3.
Version 4 attempts to integrate the Web into the $8Cthe home page looks like the
standard Windows 95. Let’s discuss the major diffiees from Netscape.

These are the “Mail”, “News”, “Larger”, “Smaller’ra “Preferences” buttons. Mail
and News are options that allow you to send ancivece-mail and monitor
newsgroups. You can make text on the screen lamggrsmaller by clicking on the
relevant buttons.

The “Best of the Web” and “Web Gallery” buttonsEmplorer links you to selection
of sites chosen by Microsoft. These buttons comedproughly with Netscape’s
What's Cool?” and “What's New” buttons. The “Soft@a button in Netscape is
similar to the

“Product news” button on Explorer. “Net Search’Netscape takes you to a selection
of search engines. It is the same as “Search”arugiper level of buttons in Explorer.
Most of the other buttons explain themselves.

Self-Assessment Exercise 4.1

Go to the Web and look for yesterday’s edition ofiyfavourite Nigerian
newspaper.

3.7 Which Browsers to Use

Which browsers should you use? The current versabriee two main browsers are
very similar. Because they are so similar, it vatbbably be a matter of personal
choice if you are using the browser from home. Adrky your organisation’s
information technology staff may make the choiceyfou. The best advice is to learn
to use both.

4.0 CONCLUSION
Without a practical application of the techniquesising the browser, you may find it
difficult to obtain the information needed on timeirnet.

The above practical guidelines therefore will benanense value to you in the use of
browsers.
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5.0 SUMMARY

Despite the frequent up-date of their software bgtsiape and Microsoft, the
principles remain the same. Knowing these prinsipighlighted in the above points
will get you acquainted with the browser of anywsar provider.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
Go to the web pages of two Nigeria universities dogn load materials on the

faculties and schools available in the universities

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Houston Brand, (1999 omputer Assisted Reporting: A PracticalGuid& Rdition,

New York, Bedford/ St. Martin’s.
Randall. D. (2000Yhe Universal Journalist 2nd Editiohpndon, Pluto Press.

Reddick, R. & King, E. (2001)he online journalist: Using the Internet and other
electronic resources3 edition. Fort Worth. TX: Harcourt
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
The Internet as a tool for reporting is not witheatme dangers. This unit warns you

about a few of the legal potholes you may encoumethe information highway, and
how to avoid them. These include defamation, pgyacontempt of court and
copyright.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this lesson you should be able to:

o identify the legal problems arising from the usehaf internet
o explain how to avoid the identified legal problems.

3.0 MAIN BODY

3.1Defamation
The tort of defamation is designed to protect a@as reputation from unjustified

attack through publication.

At a common law, a person has an action for def@mat he or she can establish
three things. First, that a statement has a teydemanjure the reputation of the
person, by exposing him or her to hatred, contesnpitdicule, or lower that person in
the estimation of right thinking members of socjety make that person to be
shunned or avoided without moral blame. Second, ttiea statement was published
and third, that the person defamed could be idedtifom the statement.

The publisher, who (subject to the innocent dissator defense) is anyone who has

taken part in the publication of the material, wile liable for the defamatory
statement unless one of the defenses is succassuirt.
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The defenses include: Truth, Fair comment, Qualifivilege, Consent and other
statutory defenses. The publisher has the burdpnoeing one of the defenses.

An action arises for each defamatory publicatiod aablication occurs each time
material is seen, read or heard by a third partyeréfore, there can be multiple,
simultaneous publications which give rise to anoacin defamation. This poses a
problem as to which law should be applied and wpeoeeedings can be instituted.

The law of defamation applies to Internet publimasi. This issue was settled by the
Supreme Court of Western AustraliaRmndos v.HardwickFrom this case it can be
concluded that the court will treatonline publicas as libel and not slander and that
the content provider (the person who posts themmddion on the Internet) is liable for
publication of information.

However, this case did not consider the liabilityther people in the publication line,
such as the Internet Service Provider (ISP). Geentarthis question is the application
of the innocent disseminator defense: Is the ISBrimary publisher or merely a
vehicle by which people can access informatiort, §)an innocent disseminator?

The innocent disseminator defense recognizes tha&t unjust to hold liable for
defamation a person who is merely disseminatingrmétion. A person is regarded as
a mere disseminator of information if they can lelsgh three things — that they had no
actual knowledge of the defamatory nature of thaipation; second, that they had no
implied knowledge of the defamatory nature of thilation; third, that the lack of
knowledge was not due to negligence.

However, this lack of liability for ISPs has itswoside, particularly were users can
post information anonymously. It creates an enviient where inaccurate
information can be distributed to the public, witintually no recourse. If you are
using the Internet for research, be mindful of tieed to verify the information you
want to use. Failure to do this could have wideheay consequences and it may bar
you from relying on some of the defamation defensesh as the new political
communication privilege.

Another problem facing people publishing on theitnet (which includes people who
repeat statements made by someone else) is theasgieg problem of unintentional
defamations. The intention of the publisher isl@vant to liability. Under the existing
law, people have been held liable for defaming swraeof whom they have no
knowledge.

Thus, there are major uncertainties associated twéhapplication of defamation law
to Internet publication and research. Be mindfutledse gray areas when using the
Internet to disseminate or collect information.
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3.2 Privacy

The right of privacy is the right to be left aloriéhis is protection from invasion by
newspapers, television, radio, magazines, bookstungis and motion pictures
advertising and even wiretapping.

The major problem confronting journalists is knogvnwhat constitutes an invasion of
privacy. Most journalists know they should not enéeperson’s property without
permission. However, what about accessing confidlermformation, which has
accidentally been put on the Internet, or accesaisge, which has password access
only, that contains confidential information? Shbjdurnalists use this information?
The mode of access does not alter a legal andaétbisdigation. In fact, the ease of
access to the Internet may place even greater msirde the reporter to check the
accuracy and source of information.

Chadwick and Mullaly note that “privacy is not absalute value... other interests
compete, the most significant of which... is freeexh” (Hadwick & Mullaly, 1)

There is a need to balance on individual's neegffivacy against the public interest
in free speech. In 1995 Privacy Commissioner K&/i@onner identified professional
standards as the most effective way of protectifigrmation privacy within industry.
While technology is always opening up new waysahmunicating, the behavioural
and ethical standards to which we adhere shoulchyiview, govern the technical not
the other way around)” (O’Conner 1).

The lack of certainty, the diverse laws, which tag this issue and the lack of
consistency in the self-regulatory bodies’ intetatien of what constitutes a beach of
Privacy pose major problems for journalists. Theeeaf accessing information via the
Internet adds to the confusion for journalists.

Enforcement of censorship laws to regulate the tfpeformation that can be stored
and accessed via the Internet, raise a number igaqyr issues. Remember that
protection of privacy involves a balancing of tmelividual’'s rights against public
interest.

3.3 Contempt

Contempt of court can take many forms, but the tia¢ most concerns us here is
connected to sub judice publication. This is pwdilan of material when a court
action is pending. The general rule is that thenerof sub judice contempt can be
committed by publishing material which has a cleardency to interfere with the
course of justice. For this to occur there mustabeeal possibility that such a
publication actually could prejudice the administma of justice(A-G for NSW vTCN
Channel NineéP/L 1991, 379).

There are two major issues regarding sub judicéeoapt and Internet publications:
What constitutes a publication for the purposethefcontempt rules?
Who is liable for an “offending” publication?
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In Attorney General (NSW) v TCN Channel Nittee court found that in contempt
actions “publication has a meaning different frots meaning in the law of

defamation, and it appears to be generally accdptada private communication to a
single individual would not ordinarily be regardasl publication” (378). But the court
warned that “a statement made to journalists oadicasters does not fall into the
category... the circumstance that a statement isghdad by being communicated to
someone who would be likely in the ordinary coutsebroadcast it also has an
important bearing upon the question of the tendeofcypublication to influence

members of the public” *(378-79). From this, it da@ concluded that publication for
contempt purposes means more than material beiy sead or heard by a third
person.

Given that for the purposes of defamatiqRindos v Hardwick) Internet
communications are regarded as publications, latecommunications other than
personal e-mail are likely to be regarded as “malions” for the purposes of the
contempt laws. However, if a personal e-mail wegatgo a journalist, then this
would be taken into account when the court consitlighe likely tendency of the
publication.

However, the Internet poses another problem beaafuse likelihood of information
posted on the Internet being accessed by joursalisis arguable that people using
the Internet should be aware of the possible gébesadcast of information and the
possibilities of a journalist accessing informatievhich is not directly forwarded to
him or her. Therefore, Internet publications wolbddin contempt of court if the “clear
tendency of the publication is, as a matter of ficatreality, to interfere with the due
course of justice”.A-G for NSWS v TCN ChannelNiRA. 379

You should be aware that contempt laws are nobumif In some countries such as
Australia, each state has its own, which are setroboth statute and common law.
Journalists who are reporting from courts shouldiliarize themselves with specific

legislations, which apply in, their states and ¢oas.

Who is liablen A-G for NSW v TCN Channel Nirteg court acknowledged that the
entire publication line, including editors, propass, printers, the content provider and
the distributor are liable for publication of “offding” material. And it was found in
Director ofPublication Prosecution v Wrathat the original communicator of
theinformation may be in contempt in addition te tiroadcaster of the information.

Would ISPs be liable for material posted on thernmt? Given that everyone in the
entire publication line is liable for publicatioasd the intention required by the court
to establish the crime of contempt is an intentorpublish and not an intention to
interfere with the administration of justice, itpsobable that ISPs would be included
in the liability line where “offending” material isublished on the Internet. It can be
concluded that:
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Internet communications, other than personal e-s&it to individuals other than
journalists or broadcasters, would constitute alipation for the purposes of the
law of contempt.

If material published on the Internet has the tewgido interfere with the course
of justice, it could be held in contempt.

Everyone in the publication line, including ISPSuld be liable for the

publication.

Self-Assessment Exercise 5.1
Briefly explain how materials published on the tntt can lead to contempt of court?

3.4 Copyright

Copyright is a group of rights under the federap@aght Act 1968 that protects the
creators of original works from unauthorized repcitbn, publication, performance,
broadcast or adaptation, According to Lindsay, ($trong, Lindsay, Watterson, 73).
Copyright is automatic on the creation of an omdjiwork. It is infringed if a person
reproduces, publishes, performs, broadcasts ort@dap original work without the
permission of the copyright owner. The author/@eatsually owns copyright,
however any of the rights set out in the Copyrigtit can be assigned to others.

In Nigeria, copyright Decree 1988 regulates coprig the country. The provisions
are similar with those in other parts of the woHidbwever, Richardson says copyright
will be around for along time. Heerey J bases h@mosm, in part, on a Federal
Court decision in

Trumpet Software Pty Ltd v OzEmail Pty L&he claims the TrumpetSoftware case
established “that Australian Courts are prepareuletat the use of material published
on the Internet in the same ways as other pubticatand uses as far as the principles
of Copyright Act are concerned” (Centre for Mediapmmunications and Information
Technology Law, Research paper 1, 13).

Thus, it can be concluded that the Copyright Agilypo Internet publications. The
ease of copyright and disseminating informationsdoet infringe on the exclusive
rights of the copyright holder. However, there amme questions over the future
applications of copyright laws, because of the eaisie which people can avoid the
application of those laws. Therefore, the ownercayright may need to look to
alternative ways of protecting their rights, sushcantractual arrangements or codes
of practice for Internet users.

A major problem with the application of copyriglatis is identifying infringements.
ISPs are likely to be the target of owners of cahjrseeking to enforce their rights.
According to solicitor Jason MacArthur. He saysythmay be liable for authorizing
the distribution of material to or from the servicgithout the permission of the
copyright owner” (Macarthur, 11). The key to thuation lies in the definition of the
word “authorize.” MacArthur says the High Court Hasld that its meaning in the
Copyright Act is “to sanction, approve or countereinbut “it will be a defense to
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establish that reasonable steps were taken in ftfeeintstances to avoid the
infringement” (Macarthur 11).

MacArthur added “A person will not be liable fortharizing an infringement of
copyright unless they had some power to prevera pecific act of infringement
occurred; and the person was aware of the posgibflithe infringement (even if they
were not aware of the actual infringement that aexl)” (MacArthur, 11).

4.0 CONCLUSION

As can be seen, addressing the problems posedebgeth information technology
age will not be easy. However, if journalists aneaee of some of the “potholes” they
may encounter along the way, at least they carelttaamselves for the bumpy ride.
To ensure a “smoother” ride, journalistic shoultiole these guidelines:

Check the accuracy of information posted on therhdt. Check the source of
information and ensure you have a right to use it.

Be mindful of the “layers” of liability. Do not justhink as a user. Internet use
exposes you to “layers of liability”.

Be aware that the legal definition of publicatiom nmot dependent on where
material originates. The people who access thernmton define it. Therefore,

“publishers” are exposed to liability in multiplerjsdictions.

Ensure your publication complies with the legal athical requirements of the

jurisdiction in which the material is likely to l@ecessed by readers.

Seek legal advice

5.0 SUMMARY

Copyright law recognizes that writers and authtwsusd enjoy the right of ownership
of their creations. The Internet has been a magrolution in the area of
communication. You must however be aware that geaf the Internet is not without
some legal implications, these include contemp¥apy, copyright and defamation.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)

A young Journalist wants to explore the Internetrésearch, advice him on the legal
problems he should beware of.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Osinbajo, Y. and Fogam, K. (199Nigeria Mass Media LawlL.agos, Gravites
Publications & Ltd.

Pember, D. (2003/200Mjass Media LawBoston, McGraw Hill.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

As a journalist, you need to know the basis of ylseedom. As such, this unit will
take a look at the freedom of expression, presxltm as enunciated by international
laws and conventions and of course the Nigeriasttfotion.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit you should be able to:
e define press freedom;
o differentiate between the freedom of expressionf@eds freedom; and
¢ identify the limitation of your freedom as a joulisworking in Nigeria.

3.0 MAIN BODY

3.1 The Meaning of Press Freedom

Liberty or freedom of expression and the meaning:

Laying no previous restraint upon publication. lrtigeof the press means laying no
previous or prior censureship of publication. Evparson has the right to lay what
sentiments, facts, information or publication he bafore the public. To forbid this
right is to destroy freedom of expression and tlesg but
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Where a person publishes what is unlawful, crimidafamatory or mischievous,
he must face the consequences of his publication.

“Liberty of the press consists in laying no prewsorestrain upon
publication and not in freedom from censureshipciominal matters

published. Every man has the undoubted right tonlagt sentiment
he pleases before the public... to forbid that idestroy the freedom
of the press- but if he publishes what is illegaimschievous he must
face the consequences of his own temerity” (Osmlzagd Fogam,

1991)

In a nutshell, the liberty of the press is a righith a responsibility. The
freedom of expression which Ray Ekpu (1998) reghethe grandmother of
all freedom has been given an important place rtuafly all international and
national charters of human rights.

For instance, Article 19 of the Universal Declasatof Human Right States that:

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion andression; this
right includes freedom to hold opinions withouterference and to
seek, receive and impart information and ideasutjinoany media
regardless of frontier.

Article 19 (1) of the international Convention oiviCand Political
Right says that “Everyone shall have the Right &bdhopinion
without interference.” the African charter on Humamd peoples’
Right

Article 9 says “Every individual shall have thehigo express
and disseminate his opinions within the law.

In most countries of the world including Nigerieggédom of expression has always
been given a significant place.

3.2 Constitutional Guarantees

The first amendment to the American constitutiopssa Congress shall make no law
to abrogate the freedom of the press”. In Nigeth&, concept of the liberty of the
press is embodied in section 39 (1) of the 199%wion which says “Every person
shall be entitled to freedom of expression, inalgdireedom to hold opinion and to
receive and impart ideas and information”.

Osinbajo & Fogam (1991) mentioned some justificgafior a free press as follows:

First, that the institution of a free press- iapress that is independent, and free of
censorship is an essential element of every fiege sind modern democracy.
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Second, it is held that it is the function and edlethe duty of the press to keep the
citizens of a country informed of the different wpins which are being expressed,
so that the citizens can make the political deniswnich a democracy demands of
them.

Also, it has been held that the security of constihal government lies in
effecting peaceful change based on the worthinesbs appeal of opposing
programmes and ideas presented to the public bycdnepetitor for political
power. Besides, it is widely considered that freedd the press is essential to the
individual’s own development and realization.

It must however be pointed out that the freedoraxgdression clause as stated in the
Nigerian constitution does not specifically mentroradia practitioners. Rather, it says
“‘every person”, which presupposes that every menolbehe society has a right to
write and to print as they will and gather news famy publication without
interference.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1.1
¢ What do you understand by freedom of expression?
e |Is freedom of expression synonymous with the freedbthe press?

3.3 Limits to Freedom of the Press

There is no absolute freedom anywhere, even irrésst societies of the world. For

the freedom or right of one person or the pregsutdish should not destroy the right
of another man or the right of society to exist &edsafe from the effect of wrongful,

harmful, defamatory or mischievous publicationsefBfore, the press has freedom
and equal responsibility that goes with that freeddt has a right and a duty. For
every right or freedom that is claimed or enjoyieere is a corresponding duty.

In the words of Denning L. J:

To our way of thinking, it is elementary that eanhn should be
able to inquire and seek after truth until he hasd it. Every
one in the land should be free to think his owrutiids, to have
his own opinion and give voice to them, in publiaroprivate, so
long as he does not speak ill of his neighbour, fmed also to
criticize the Government or any party or group ebple, so long
as he does not incite anyone to violence.

In short, while the press wants absolute and umned freedom, the freedom has to
be limited in the overall interest of everyone atigty including the press by:

e The Constitution

e The Legislature

e The Courts; and

e The Government
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While guaranteeing freedom of expression and teegrthe constitution is also quick
to impose limitations. For example: The 1999 cdunstn makes freedom of
expression subject to any law that is reasonalsiyfiaible in a democratic society.

Section 39 (3). Says:
Nothing in this section shall invalidate any lavatths reasonably justifiable in a
democratic society.

For the purpose of preventing the disclosure asrmftion received in confidence,
maintaining the authority and independence of cowit regulating telephony,
wireless broadcasting, television or the exhibitddrcinematographic films; or

Imposing restrictions upon persons holding officeler the Government of the
Federal or of a state, members of the NigeriancBdtorce or other government
security services established by law.

Section 45(1) provides:
“Nothing in Section 37, 38, 40 and 41 of this Cansibn shall invalidate any law
that is reasonably justifiable in a democratic styci

In the interest of defense, Public safety, pubhdeo, public morality; public health;
or
For the purpose of protection of the rights anéd@n of other persons.

e In pursuance of this constitutional provision, fbe protection of the public
and private individuals legislatures in Nigeria #rerefore free and have been
able to pass laws in the following areas:

e Contempt of court and contempt of parliament

e Disclosure or publication of official secrets inding defence and security
information

e Publication of obscene and harmful literature ardemals

e Sedition and seditious publication

e Defamation; and

e Regulation of telephony, wireless broadcastinggvision or the exhibition of
cinematography films.

Press freedom does not permit journalist to contibet. “Libel is essentially a false
and defamatory attack in written form on a persaejsutation or character (Rich,
2010). If the defamatory statements are publishetiethaer online or in print—they
can still be considered libelous.

Truth is a defense in libel suits. Anyone can sughceaten to sue for libel, claiming
injury to his reputation. The real concern is wieetthe person has grounds enough to
win. The key factors to consider are whether yobliphed untrue information that
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hurt the reputation of an identifiable person arntter you were either negligent or
reckless in failing to check the information:
e Are you publishing something that you aren’t ssréuthful?
e Are you carelessly publishing something that icmaate?
e Are you publishing something accusatory that yoeehd checked out?
e Are you publishing something that clearly idensfia person and harms that
person’s reputation?

If your answer is yes to any of those questions, gauld be in trouble for libel.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The freedom of expression and freedom of the pyass by the constitution are not
without limits or warnings. It is important for ayemedia practitioner to know that
there is a limit to his or her freedom of expressso as not to run foul of the law.

5.0 SUMMARY

The freedom of expression and freedom of the messo important that virtually all-
international and national charters of human rigleisognize them. Besides, most
countries of the world including Nigeria have emséd them in their constitutions.
However, it must be noted that the freedom is imaitéd to journalists alone, also the
freedom is not without restriction from the condgiibn, from government, courts and
legislations.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
Name and explain the various ways of curtailingfteedom of the press.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigdi$ection 39). Epku, Ray (1988):
The Media and Democracy in Nigeria; being
excerpts from a paper delivered at a workshop @b I®nstitution organized
in 1998 by Civil Liberty Organization, CLO, Constitonal Right Project, CRP
and the National Human Rights Commission in AbufRC.

Osinbajo, Y. & Fogam, K. (1991Nigeria Mass Media LawLagos Gravitas
Publishments & Ltd

Rich, C (2010)Writing and Reporting News: A coaching meth@t Edition, Boston,
Wadsworth Published Company.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

For any student of mass media law in Nigeria, tis®hy of the regulation of the mass
media would be a subject of interest. For, overyisars, government intervention in
the control of the mass media had impacted on theith and development of the
media either negatively or positively. Therefotastunit takes a cursory look at the
various legislations that have affected the practit journalism in Nigeria from the

colonial days.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
e narrate the history of media laws in nigeria
e explain the provisions of some of the laws
e discuss for or against the introduction of sometled media laws in the

country.

3.0 MAIN BODY

" Definition

Media Laws are laws that regulate the operatioth@fmass media of
communication.

. History

The history of media laws in Nigeria dates backh® colonial times. As a result of
the growing oppositions of nationalist newspaper®titish Colonial rule, the first
comprehensive law to regulate the activities ofritee/spapers (Newspaper Ordinance
of 1903) was promulgated. It made provisions foe tlegulation of newspaper
publications in southern Nigeria. Among the prowns of the 1903 ordinance was
that the newspaper proprietors were required tasle@ sworn affidavit with the
registrar of the supreme court, giving details lo¢ tcorrect title or name of the
newspaper, the address of the place of productod, name and address of the
printer, publisher, or proprietor.
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The sedition offences ordinance (1909) the crimicade (1916) were also
introduced. However, the colonial government, ratisied with the level of control
of the media introduced the Amended Newspaper @mndi@a of (1917) and the press
regulation Ordinance (1933).

Uche (1987) observed that there was hardly anytantiagl addition other than certain
technical changes in terminologies and names, wikey the newspaper ordinance of
1917 retained all the major provisions of the earirdinance of 1903.

In 1948, another amendment to the newspaper orcknamas introduced. Its main

feature was that any person who wished to staevwspaper “pays an equivalent sum
in cash to the government as a deposit to freeffom the necessity of providing a

bond.

. Newspapers Amendment Act, 1964
This was the most controversial media law passededdiately after independence.
Part of the controversy generated by the Act wasme4 (1) which says that:

“Any person who authorizes for publication, pubéshreproduces or
circulates for sale in a newspaper any statememhour or report
knowing or having reason to believe that such staté, rumour or
report is false shall be guilty of an offence aiadble on conviction to a
fine of two hundred pounds or to imprisonment fdermn of one year.

It shall be no defense to a charge under this ae¢hat he did not
know or did not have reason to believe that théestant, rumour or
report was false unless he proves that, prior tolipation, he took
reasonable measures to verify the accuracy of siatement, rumour
or report”.

The Act was condemned and it generated much delbadeg journalists. Nationalists
equally condemned it. The law was passed by our @umtrymen and women who
had just taken over the reign of power from colbmasters. Newspaper proprietors
and editors feared that once they fell out with aolitician, government official or
the government, they could be charged with peddBngumour through their
newspapers. This, they believed would be an intlisay of caging the press.

For simplicity, the many laws and decrees inhilgitthe freedom of expression in
Nigeria, including freedom to hold opinions andrexeive and impart ideas and
information, have been documented by Momoh (199@)dlude the following:

A As at Independence in 1960
The Newspaper Act, 1917
Press Registration Act, 1933
The Criminal Act and schedules thereto insofat deals with
= Sedition: sections 50 and 51 [ss 416 & 417 of P€uale (PC)]
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= Injurious falsehood: section 59 (section 418 Pendk)

= Criminal Defamation: sections 373 — 379 (ss 392368al Code)
= Power to prohibit important publication: section 58

= Seditious publication against foreign heads oestsg¢ction 60

= Contempt of court: Section 6 Criminal Code Act @edtion 133

Between 1960 and the Coup d’etat of 1966

= Children and Young persons (Harmful Publication} A861
» Defamation Act 1961

= Emergency Powers Act 1961

= Seditious Meetings Act 1961

= Obscene Publications Act 1961

= Official Secrets Act 1962

= Newspaper (Amendment) Act 1966

Between 1966 and 1979

= Circulation of Newspaper Decree No. 2, 1966

Circulation of Newspaper Decree No. 2, 1966

The Defamatory and Offensive Publication Decree MNip.1966
Newspaper Prohibition of Circulation Decree No.1Bb67

Public Officers (Protection against false AccusatiDecree N0.1976
Newspaper (prohibition of circulation) (ValidatioBecree N0.1978
Nigerian Press Council Decree 31, 1978

Daily Times of Nigeria (Transfer of Certain SharBgcree No. 101, 1979

From 1979 to Return of the Military in December 193
The 1979 Constitution in addition to the Criminalde and Penal Code were in
operation.

From December 31, 1983 When the Military Returnedd Power Till Date

Constitution (Suspension and Modification) Decree N 1984

State security (Detention of persons) Decree 24198

Public Officers (Protection Against False AccusaliDecree No. 4, 1984

The Federal Military Government (Supremacy and esfiment of powers
Decree No. 13, 1984).

Constitution (Suspension and Modification) Decré®,11993. This decree
reverted Nigeria to the operation of the 1979 aamtgin. It however,
suspended those parts of the constitution thattasisgés supremacy.

State security (Detention of persons) (AmendmeNd. ) Decree No. 14 of
1994. This decree prohibited courts from orderimg production of persons
detained under the decree. In order words, anycoukl be detained, even for
expressing his opinion on an issue that is of @seto the generality of the
public.

Newspapers Registration Decree No. 43 of 1993 dral Newspapers
(prohibition and prevention from circulation) Deer&lo. 48 of 1993. The
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latter was repealed on the assumption of office Gneral Abacha in
November 1993 and the former is in the cooler assalt of the decision of
the Federal Government not to pursue an appeal &dtigh Court of Lagos
State and declared the Registration Decree illegal.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2.1
= What are the major provisions of the Newspaper i@mite of 1903?
* In what ways will public officers (Protection AgainFalse Accusation) affect
your job as a journalist?

4.0 CONCLUSION

Over the years, both the colonial and indigenouggunents of Nigeria have tried in
one way or the other to regulate the mass medoadfr pronouncements that directly
or indirectly affect the practice of journalismMigeria. Though, some of these laws
are rarely applied, you should be aware of themesthey are still in the statute book.

5.0 SUMMARY
This unit has enumerated the various attempts roggeast and present governments
to regulate the practice of journalism in Nigerirace 1903 to date.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
What are the merits and demerits of regulatingatttevities of the mass media?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Akinfeleye, R. & Okoye, I. (2003)ssues in Nigeria MediaHistory,900-200 A.D.

Lagos, Malthouse press Ltd.

Momoh, T. and Godwin O. (eds) (1998he Press in Nigerid,agos Nigeria Press.
Council.

Uche, L. U. (1986)Mass Media People and Politics in NigerMdew Delhi, India.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

One of the ethical requirements of your job aspomer is the confidentiality of your
source of information. As a journalist or editoraoperson charged to court on account
of a particular publication, can you be compelleddisclose the source of your
information? This issue will be examined againsthlckground of decided cases and
constitutional provisions.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
= explain the constitutional provisions on the disale of your source of
information; and
= cite relevant cases related to disclosure of soofragformation.

3.0 MAIN BODY

3.1 Journalists and Sources

It is a cardinal rule of journalism that the idéytof the source remains confidential
given the fact that people who speak to reportarthis basis are frequently breaking
some duty of confidence they themselves owe tdrd garty e.g. an employer. It is

not surprising that the journalistic principle aobgection of sources clashes from time
to time with different priorities of tribunals amdurts of law.

The outcome of such clashes has varied accorditiget@ircumstance of each case,
but courts have been known to take a hard linel963 the Tribunal of Inquiry
looking into the case of Vassal the admiralty spleoed three journalists to reveal the
sources of stories they had written at a very eatbte in the scandal, which
accurately identified the traitor. The argumenthd tribunal was that knowing how
the journalists got their information would assish discovering how security could
be tightened. All three refused and two of themwerprison for contempt, the third
reporter escaped such drastic punishment only Becais source came forward
voluntarily. Attorney General V Mullholland and Fes (1963) and Attorney General
V. Clough (1963) cited by (Tom Crone 1995).
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In the case against Mullholland, Lord Denning idiged the interest of justice as
being the primary consideration in deciding whetteeorder disclosure. “The judge
will not direct him to answer unless it is not ongtevant but also a proper and indeed
necessary question in the course of justice”.

In Clough’s case Lord Parker cited ‘the interestitté state as being the dominant
consideration’.

Thus, one can say that the court is not frivolouasking journalists to disclose the
source of their information.

In British Steel Corporation V Granada Televisidd.LLord Denning held as follows:

The public has a right of access to information althis of public

concern and of which the public ought to know. Tesvspapers are
the agents, so to speak of the public to colleat thformation and to
tell the public of it.

In support of this right of access, the newspapbmild not in general be compelled
neither by means of discovery before trial nor loggfion or cross — examination at
the trial nor by subpoena. The reason is becatiseey were compelled to disclose
their sources, they would soon be bereft of infdromwhich they ought to have.
Their sources would dry up. Wrongdoing would nodiselosed. Charlants would not
be exposed. Unfairness would go unremedied. Mislaethe corridors of power, in
companies or in government departments would ndxeerknown. Investigative
journalism has proved itself as a valuable adjumictthe freedom of the press
(Yakubu, 1999).

It is now necessary to consider the position inelay InTony Momohv. Senate of the
National Assembly & Orsfony Momoh, the editor ofthBaily Timesnewspaper was
summoned by the Senate to give the details of dgation in the ‘GRAPEVINE’
column of theDailyTimes of 4thFebruary, 1980, about Senators and their act in
lobbying forcontracts from the executive arm of goument. The editor challenged
the summons on the ground that it was a violatibrhis right to freedom of
expression guaranteed by the Constitution. The tcourdelivering its judgment
recognized the purport of section 36(1) as thatctwiguarantees freedom to hold
opinions and to receive and import ideas and inébion. Section 36(2) was also
taken to include newspaper publication in this eghtin construing the application of
section 36 of the 1979 Constitution to the issufereeit, Ademola Johnson Ag. C. J.
held:

It is a matter of common knowledge that those whpress their
opinions, or impart ideas and information througle medium of a
newspaper or any other medium for the disseminatfoimformation
enjoy by customary law and convention a degree ooffidentiality.
How else is a dissemination of information to operd those who
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supply him with such information are not assuredoxtection from
identification and or disclosure?

The court concluded thus:

Without straining words, it appears clear that attgmpt to force a
person as the applicant who disseminates informatioough the
medium of a newspaper to disclose the source obrnmtion

apparently given in confidence is an interferendth \the freedom of
expression without interference granted by se@i®(i)

It should be pointed out that the court did notsider the implication of section 41
vis-a-vis section 36 of the 1979 Constitution ia tdase of

Tony Momoh v The Senate of the National Asserilblg issue, amongothers, was
considered in Innocent Adikwu (Editd8unday PunchNewspaped Ors. V. Federal
House of Representatives of NationalAssembly & @he applicants were journalists
— The first applicant was an editor of tBeinday PunchThey received letters of
invitation from the Committee of the House of Reymmtatives of the National
Assembly to appear at diverse dates to testifyheninformation contained in the
publication of Sunday Punchtitled. “Fraud -Legislators Claim Salaries and
Allowances for Fictitious Staffof 5

April, 1981. They applied under the fundamentahtsg(Enforcement Procedure)
Rules 1979 to enforce their Fundamental Rights daimpg that the action of the
House of Representatives amounted to an interferesiith their constitutional rights
under section 36 of the 1979 Constitution. Baloguh. A. L. J., heldinter alia:

It must be remembered at all times that a freespisesne of the pillars
of freedom in this country as indeed in any demiicisociety. A free
press reports matters of general public importaand, cannot, in law
be under an obligation, save in exceptional cirdanmses to disclose
the identity of the persons who supply it with thieormation appearing
in its report. Section 36 of the constitution whgirarantees freedom of
speech and expression (and press freedom) doesid@roa
constitutional protection of free flow of informafi. In respect of the
press, the editor’s or reporter’s constitutionghtito a confidential
relationship with his source stems from that cénstinal guarantee. It
Is the basic concern that underlines the congiitati guarantee of
freedom of speech and expression. If this rightsdoa& exist or is not
protected by the courts when contravened or wheretis a likelihood
of its being contravened, the press’s sources fofnmation would dry
up and the public would be deprived of being infedmof many
matters of great public importance. This must reallowed to happen
in a free and democratic society. In a country wéh written
constitution which establishes a constitutional&ure involving a
tripartite allocation of power to the legislatiothe executive and the
Judiciary as coordinate organs of government, tliiciary as the
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guardian of the fundamental law of the land hasrtie of passing on
the validity of the exercise of powers by the L&gise and Executive
and to require them to observe the Constitutiothefland.

In relation to the extent of recognition of freedarh expression and the press
guaranteed by section 36 of the 1979 Constitutioa,court held that this section is
subject to the “built in limitations and exceptiotss that section which restricts
fundamental right of freedom of speech, ideas apdession”.

The court then concluded:

In my view, it seems clear that the circumstanceshs case are
neither grave nor exceptional, and therefore do fabtwithin the
permissible limitations of freedoms provided forden chapter IV of
the Constitution in the built-in exception or lieditons or otherwise.

It could therefore be concluded that the consbtutiecognizes freedom of expression
and the press. No one can take away these righéptxas recognized by the built—in
provisions in Chapter IV of the said Constitutidio. say this however, is not to close
one’s eyes to the reality of the position under Miitary. This is because the
constitutional provision in relation to freedom @tpression and the press may be
curtailed or indeed taken away by a decree. Fampleg a person may be imprisoned
for non-disclosure of his source of information endecree 2 or as it happened in
respect of Decree 4 of 1984 when it was in exigtenc

It is beyond doubt that freedom of expression dredpress should not be toyed with.
In a democratic setting one can be sure or assufrélie recognition of freedom of

expression and the press and the protection adher or the good spirited individual

who decides to give the public the benefit of knugviwhat is happening in

government or in respect of an issue of public irfwe, relevance and interest.
Except this is done, a reporter’s constitutionghtito a confidential relationship with

his source of information will be a mirage. Much thg constitutional provision

relating to freedom of expression and the predsalbwed, one must not forget to
note the cautionary words of Denning M. R. in

British Steel Corporation V Granada Television .Lidhat:

“In order to be deserving of freedom, the presstrehew itself worthy
of it. A free press must be a responsible press.pidwer of the press is
great. It must not abuse its power. If a newspagleould act
irresponsible, then it forfeits its claim to prateits sources of
information.”

In relation to Nigeria therefore, it could be assérthat the law recognizes the right
of the journalist to protect or refuse to discldse source of information except as
curtailed by relevant provisions of the law dealmith defense, public safety, public
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order, public morality or public health or for tparpose of protecting the rights and
freedom of other persons.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3.1
How would you defend yourself if you were askedlitgclose your source of

information in the court?

4.0 CONCLUSION

From the foregoing discussion, it is obvious that @& journalist, there is a
constitutional provision to rely upon against faluto disclose your sources of
information. And from the reviewed cases, judges aot frivolous in asking
journalists to disclose their sources of informatio

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has shown that it is a cardinal rule onrpalism to refuse to divulge your
sources of information. For, if you divulge youusces of information, you will soon
be bereft of information, your sources will dry apd the public will be derived of
information.

However, you should not be unmindful of what obsaim military regimes whereby
you can be penalized through decree for your faitor disclose the sources of your
information.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
Briefly explain the reasons why a journalist shoutd disclose his source or sources

of information.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Crone, T. (1995)L aw and the Mediaan everyday guide from professionarlgébl.

Great Britain: Focal Press.

Ltd.
Harrower, T. (2013)Inside Reporting: A practical guide to the craffj@firnalism

3" edition. New York: McGraw Hill

Rich, C (2010)Writing and Reporting News: A coaching meth@t Edition, Boston,
Wadsworth Published Company.

Yakubu, A. (1999)Press Law in NigeriaLagos: Malthouse Press
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

One of the gray areas for journalists coveringjtitkciary beat is contempt of court.
What constitutes contempt of court? How can joustelavoid being charged for
contempt of court and what are the defenses alaitalthem if they are charged for
contempt? These are some of the issues to be sestusthis unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of the unit you should be able to:
e Define contempt of court; and
e Explain defenses against contempt of court.

3.0 MAIN BODY
Contempt of court is anything that is likely torigithe activities of the court, the

process of the court into disrespect or ridicule.

There are two main types of contempt:

Civil Contempt: This occurs when a court’s orderdoective is disobeyed. It is also
called “contempt in the face of the court.”

The second form, called Criminal contempt, “congiStany acts or words which
obstruct or tend to obstruct or interfere with #duninistration of justice” (Osibanjo &
Fogam 1991).

3.1 Contempt of Court as Related to the Mass Media
The mass media can run foul of the law of contemghe following ways:

Scandalizing the court:The dignity of the court may be offended ifa regmrblished

Is such that the public may be influenced to casistn or ridicule at the court or at
the judge or magistrate’s personality. To becom&erapt, however, the publication
must be such that it tends to incite misgivingst@she integrity, propriety and
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impartiality of the members of the court actingaabody. If by such publication the
faith of the public in the judicial system is scakhn that litigants are deterred from
placing complete reliance on the administrations i serious contempt. Comments
which tend to lower the court’s authority are tieet sources of such contempt. If the
court’s proceedings are misrepresented, leadirggltavering of the court’s dignity it
may also be contempt.

Prejudicing a fair trial : Most attachments and motions forcontempt inva@vihe
Press arise out of this category. A publicationiclwhhas a tendency to prejudice the
course of justice, is contemptuous. The intents wihich such a report is written or
published have little bearing on the matter in gehalthough it will be seen later that
there are exceptions. The decisive factor in mostances is the tendency of the
matter published to prejudice a fair trial.

Interfering with proceedings. This section includes insulting,assaulting or
willfully obstructing a judge, witness, juror, bgnt, lawyer or court officer during a
court proceeding, or on the way to or from the toltralso applies to anyone who
willfully misbehaves in court or willfully interrug the court. Anyone who shows
disrespect for the court either by this words orhigy actions is similarly guilty of
contempt.

Failure to obey court order. A judge may rule that no photos maybe taken & th
courtroom, or order reporters not to publish seabout certain aspects of a case. If
these orders are disobeyed, a contempt citationrasayt.

Refusal of a journalist to disclose the identity ol source or to testify in court
may lead to a contempt of court. It must howevemdbed that the court is not
unmindful of the claim by journalists not to disstotheir sources of information as
we have seen ilonyMomoh Vs. Senate

Contempt is provided for under different sectiorisoor law — the criminal code,
constitution and under the common law. The twoirdistapproaches to dealing with
the issue of contempt is due to the different pidoces provided under the relevant
sections of the law.

Section.133 of the criminal code approach requyps of contempt to be tried before
a different court from that where the alleged offeroccurs and further requires a
formal charge, plea, trial and verdict. Whereas, itiode adopted under S.6 of the
criminal code, assumes the inherent jurisdictiothefcourt in common law to punish
summarily.

One hitch in this approach, which has been oveddoby Nigerian Judges and the
Supreme Court alike, is that English Common Lawfemnthis power only upon

Superior Courts of record, the Nigerian case lawragch gives this power to the
lower and higher courts alike. So in practice bthté High Courts and Magistrate
Courts can summarily punish for contempt.
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3.2 Defenses
A journalist that is charged for contempt may pleag of the following defenses:
e The conduct or behaviour complained of does notuminéo contempt of
court in law.
e The court will pardon alleged contempt ifetlconduct isunintentional
andpurgedbysincem@pology and credibleexplanation.
e The acts or omission were from a honest and reasonastaken belief.
e The Acts/ omissions were due to a misconceptiahefaw thereby flouting a
court’s orders.
e For example in the case of a publisher of a newapape acts or omission
were done without his knowledge or approval andcootmunicated to him.

3.3 Appeal Against Conviction

Generally where there is no formal charge i.e.ases of summary conviction there is
no right of appeal. However, in certain parts o§téen Nigeria, there is now a general
right of appeal against summary conviction for eompt.

Self-Assessment Exercise 4.1
e Differentiate between civil and criminal contempt.
e Explain four ways in which a journalist can comgontempt of court.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The court system would cease to operate as it ifige®ple had a choice of whether
or not to obey a court order. Without the powecaerce behaviour, judges would be
unable to discharge their duties and responsgslitand courts would become mere
boards of arbitration that issue advisory opinions.

5.0 SUMMARY

The power of a judge to punish for contempt of tesira remnant of the power of
English royalty. Today, courts have broad powerpuaish persons who offend the
court, interfere with legal proceedings, or disobewurt orders. Contempt is used both
to protect the rights of private persons who aigdting matters in the courts and to
punish a wrong committed against the court itself.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
Enumerate the various defenses open to a jourmdiistis accused of contempt of

court.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Osinbajo, Y. and Fogam, K. (199Nigeria Mass Media LawL.agos Gravitas

Publishers & Ltd.

Pember, D. (2003/200Mjass Media LawBoston, McGraw Hill.

Yakubu, A. (1999): Press Law in Nigeria, Lagos Malise Press Ltd.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

As you have seen in unit four, the court is repleith legal landmines thus great care
Is required of a reporter wishing to report fronerdh A good knowledge of the
technicalities of court reporting will however sayeu from any troubles. This unit
therefore will afford you the opportunity to cortigcand accurately report court
stories.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit you should be able to:
e explain the language of court reporting; and
e correctly use some legal terminologies.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Court Reporting

Court reporting is highly specialized. A keen knedde of law and the most

important cases is not enough to make a good ne@&spaporter. You must have a

good sense of news values, a sound general knogviad) a firm grasp of the social,

political and civic life of the community. Courtseaa place where some of the most
startling news stories of the day are born.

Often, the most important news in a court caseidsldn in a great mass of legal
argument. As a report of the case, a story shoel@mbe taken down from its legal

peg.

In court reporting, as elsewhere, there must bdaking of news for the sake of
turning out a bright story. A reporter does notilasiately distort his news but,
through ignorance or carelessness, may give a wropgession of the facts, often by
the omission of simple facts and the addition bko$, a damaging impression can be
created.
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From the lowest court in the land to the High Cptire basic rule is the same — be
accurate, fair and avoid personal comments.

Careless court reporting can gravely endangergpetation of your medium. Nothing
IS more damaging than constant correction to cmports. And there is always the
threat of a libel or defamation suit against thelme.

You cannot take the risk of not giving equal proamice to both parties in litigation or
to the accuser’s answer to the case in criminateedings.

3.2 Elementary Law

New points of law are constantly arising and legdiounsel is hard pressed to keep
pace with legal trends and legislative amendmeBiis.the following principles of
English law are still very relevant.

NO person is guilty until he has been fairly tried aadvicted ALL men are
equal before the law.

OFFENCES, summary and indictable, are only allegationslymavedbeyond doubt.

ONLY what is read, said or put in evidence in the hgaoinsight of thereporter in an
open court can be safety reported.

DEFAMATORY statements in affidavits, written pleadings andaasishould never
be used unless they are part of the case and leaverbad in court.

PROCEEDINGS in camera are privileged but can never be reporieda some
person in authority gives consent.

DESCRIPTIVE phrases in a court report can be a breach of elamyaw. You
could fairly say what a prisoner was wearing but timat he looked nervous or
disturbed.

NO comment is allowed while the case is pending.
ACCOUNTS of police investigations suggesting that the acdusguilty or innocent

are contemptuous

THE proper function of judges is the enunciation antbexement oflaw and not of
morals

THE theory of judicial precedent is that a decisioragfidge, once givein a question
of law, binds both that judges himself and subsetjjuelges in a court of lower rank
to decide the same question in the same way.

EXERCISE care at all times, and address to the heart ofa. ca
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DEVELOP a keen sense of news. Ability to seize on a bstirty inthe middle of an
otherwise dull and involved case is essential.

TAKE the utmost care with names and address. Check wigmtheofficial court
papers and never rely on information supplied hyricofficials or other reporters.

ALWAYS approach a lawyer if in doubt about technical terms

NEVER submit a report to the sub-editors which you do yotrselfthoroughly
understand.

BEWARE of opening address by counsel in important criminases orpublic
inquires, such as royal commissions. They are aflggations and may not be
subsequently proved in evidence.

NEVER forget that charges are only allegations until pobwy theevidence. The
word “alleged should always preface the statement of an offeRoe instance, it is
dangerous in the early stages of a case to sayatmaaccused had been seen
committing an offence. Such a statement is onggaid.

DEVELOP good shorthand. It is impossible to cover a supetmurtadequately
without being able to write shorthand. This coulel ine developed by you and
perhaps understood by you alone.

NEVER use an affidavit unless every part of it has beaal in court

LEARN to write clearly and accurately about court prooegs! withoutthe slightest
tinge of bias.

IN industrial courts, remembers that union officiatel @mployers’representatives may
make allegations for political reasons and greet sould be taken to see that they are
made in open hearing and are recorded in the alffi@nscript before they are used in
a report.

NEVER be afraid to ask for information.

ALWAYS accede to the direction of the presiding judge agistratethat certain
facts and allegations must not be published. Tai®@a must always be reported to
the news editors.

IF in doubt about some aspect a court story, alwdgsmmthe chiefsub-editor.
REMEMBER that a misplaced word or name may lead to a wriiikel.

ALWAYS record the adjournment of a case and never leaasa halfreported. The
final result must be reported in the first avai@abtition.
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NEVER use the word ddmitted’in a court report unless quotingsomeone during the
court proceedings. Otherwise Usaid” .

WE do not publish the street numbers of people namedurt actions.

CHECK carefully any doubtful or vital points in the offat depositionsof lower court
cases, Particularly inquests. A newspaper is lighbiepublishes an error in a court
deposition of evidence.

3.3 Legal Glossary

Affidavit : A document containing a sworn statement in wgituisedas evidence in
judicial proceedings.

Alleged: Used to describe charges etc, made in the caficseninal proceedings,
which have yet to be proved.

Award: A decision of arbitrators on points submitted theem; thedocument
containing such decisions; a decision of an Arbdra Court or Conciliation
Commissioner.

Banca Applied to sitting of the Supreme Court as a Fodlurt asdistinguished
from sitting of single justices. Also the courtvihich the Full Court sits.

Barrister: A member of the legal profession qualified togaleat theBar. In NSW,
he or she does not also carry on the businessaifator.
Brief: An abridged statement of a case by a solicitotHeinstruction of counsel.

Caveat A formal notice forbidding a transaction, andded with apublic officer.

Certiorari : The name of a writ directed by a superior coaraiinferior tribunal
whereby a judgment, order or other proceedingasidint up for revision.

Counsel Barrister.
Count: A separate and distinct charge in an indictment.

Decree nisi, decree absoluteFirst and second stages in proceedingsfor divorce
Decree nisi, decree or order to take effect frooemain future date unless cause
be shown meanwhile to the contrary. Decree absdiugly dissolves the
marriage.

De facta In actual fact.
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Demurrer: A plea that, admitting the facts alleged, deineg theyentitle to relief
in law. The contention is that the facts are lggatisufficient to attract any
remedy. A demurrer is determined by the full cdgtfore the action is heard.

Deposition Sworn statement of a witness taken down and digr@ourt of Petty
Sessions.

Estoppet A legal rule preventing a person from denyingatesnenthe or she has
made when others have relied on such statement.

Habeus corpus An order by writ to produce a person before ar@iua stated
time and place to justify his detention.

Hearsay. A rumor or report; secondhand evidence.

In camera: Hearing of a case from which the public and thespare excluded.

Indict: To charge with a crime.

Injunction : An order granted in Equity to restrain an unlagfaceeding. Granted

in three states (a) interim (for a short time): iigriocutory (until the trial of the

action); (c) perpetual (when) the case is estaddish

Interlocutory proceedings: Intermediate proceedings in thepreparation of a cas

before trial.

Lien: A right by which a person is entitled to obtaatisfaction of adebt by
means of property belonging to the indebted person.

Mandamus: A writ issued by a superior court directing afenorcourt, public
body or officer to perform some duty.

Non- suit Decision against the plaintiff without the defantlhavingbeen called
on to reply.

Plaintiff : One who brings a suit in a court of law; the mrajor of alegal action.
Plea Defendant’s answer to the plaintiff's declaratinran action atcommon law.

Prima facie: a case made out “at first or appearance”.
Puisne judge Any judge of the Supreme Court other than thee@histice.
Quash: Annul; make void.

Queen’s CounselSenior barrister who does not appear in a cabeutitthe aid of
a junior barrister.
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Sequestrate Seize properly temporarily for the benefit of 8tateor of creditors.
Sine die Indefinitely. Court adjourned without fixing tliate ofresumption.

Statement of claim An initiating document in court proceedingssegtout the
plaintiff’'s claim in detail.

Summary offence An offence dealt with by a magistrate as oppaseadtoffence
tried on indictment by a jury.

Tort: A civil wrong, injury or damage as opposed eitteea breachof contract or
a crime.
Ultra vires: “Beyond the power”: usually “outside the juristion orpowers of”.

Writ : A written document of enforced obedience to adeorof acourt; the
document by which the defendant is brought befbeeHigh Court or Supreme
Court.

Writ of summons: First step in Supreme Court action. Processissatethe
instance of the plaintiff to give the defendantiemtof the claims made against
him and compelling him to appear and answer thdma ifloes not admit them.

NOTE: At common law, the proceeding between the partidether inthe Supreme
Court or District court, is known as an “action:néard before a judge and jury, the
jury gives a “verdict” for the side or the othef.hkeard by a judge alone, the judge
gives” judgment” for one party or the other.

On appeal, the Full Court gives “judgment” anddals” or “dismisses” the appeal.

Self-Assessment Exercise 5.1
Explain the following terms:
e Defamation
Affidavit
Injunction
Plea
Prima facie

4.0 CONCLUSION

As a journalist, there is no denying the fact y@i need to know the hints on court
reporting at your fingertips. This will no doubt vea you from unnecessary
embarrassments that may accompany inaccurate refpoourt proceedings. Also, it
will save your medium from unnecessary ridicule.
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5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has emphasized some basic elementarjolaywou as a court reporter. It has
given you the dos and don’ts of court reporting ateb explained some legal terms,
which are important for your job as a judicial espondent.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
Your friend has been assigned to cover court pings, what advice will you give

him as a fresher covering the court for the firsiet

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Brian, B. et al, (2014). The Missouri Grougews Reporting and Writindzleventh Edition,
New York: Bedford/St. Martins.

ltule, B. D & Anderson, D. A. (2008). News writiramd reporting, 7 edition. New
York: McGraw Hill

Osinbajo, Y. & Fogam, K. (1991Nigeria Mass Media LawL_agos Gravitas
Publishers & Ltd.

Pember, D. (2003/200Mjass Media LawBoston, McGraw Hill.

Rich, C (2010)Writing and Reporting News: A coaching meth@t Edition, Boston,
Wadsworth Published Company.

Yakubu, A. (1999): Press Law in Nigeria, Lagos Malise Press Ltd.
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MODULE 6

Unitl Whatis Ethics?

Unit 2  Ethics and Journalism

Unit 3  Codes of Journalistic Ethics

Unit4  Nigerian Press Council

Unit5 Ethical Issues in Nigerian Journalism

UNIT 1 WHAT IS ETHICS?

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Body
3.1 Origin of Ethics
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

One of the distinguishing features of man is tratshendowed with free will from
creation. He is therefore free to act in whichevay he desires. However, as a social
being, he is expected to align his values with tfdhe society where he operates. As
such, ethical codes are designed to align his r@stio the relevant norms in the
society. Thus, even when you have the free widldbin whatever way that suits you,
there are certain sets of norms that are expeotgditle you in whatever action you
want to choose.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
e define ethics; and
e trace the origin of ethics.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

There are certain human actions that are not resgulay law. These activities that
are not regulated by law come under ethics.

Merrill (1982), defines ethics as the branch ofigdophy which aids in determining

what is right to do. That is, ethics is a studyight conduct. Its ultimate concern is
how to provide moral principles or norms for acti&thics could therefore be termed
as a normative science of conduct. Because obitsern with such concepts as virtue
and vice; right and wrong; and good and bad; resptenand irresponsible action; a
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study of ethics is a study of rules and guidelidegned to regulate human actions
while making moral decisions.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1.1
Attempt a definition of ethics

3.1 Origin of Ethics

The concept of ethics dates back to the beginnimgiman existence (Okunna, 1997).
For some philosophers, it must have been in exdstém more primitive forms long
before it came to be documented in written records.

The role of ethics has been what it is today, tbatprescribing rules for moral
behaviour. Okunna traces the origin of ethics to:

The idea of “The Good” Morality and Human Nature

The idea of the good presupposes that God creatadmbeing in such a way that
they are able to distinguish what is good from wisabad. He therefore prefers
good things to bad ones and expects others to bahdke manner.

Since ethics is associated with man, you need denstand certain characteristics

that enable him to be ethical. These include:

Rationality of Human Beings

Unlike the lower animals, which act on instinctsintan beings are rational and
reasonable. They are therefore expected to behidneally and suppress their
instincts.

Human Beings and Social Animals

Man finds fulfilment and happiness when he relatéth others. Thus, a person
acts ethically or morally only when he relates aentifies in principles with all
mankind.

Feeling
Your ability to feel and empathize with others mmkepossible for you to behave
ethically and live in harmony with them.

Learning
This is an important characteristic of men. He ties ability to learn especially
from experience.

4.0 CONCLUSION
For a proper understanding of the importance atgtin journalism, you need to
understand what ethics mean and the origin of thic
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5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has been able to acquaint you with thammeg of ethics, the origin of ethics
and the essential characteristics of human beirtyshwenables them to be ethical
when they are confronted with moral problems.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
e Discuss the Origin of Ethics?
e List and explain the characteristics of human beitigat enable them to be
ethical.

7.0 REFERENCES

Brian, B. et al, (2014). The Missouri Grougews Reporting and Writindgeleventh Edition,
New York: Bedford/St. Martins.

ltule, B. D & Anderson, D. A. (2008). News writiramd reporting, 7 edition. New
York: McGraw Hill

Merrill, C. J. (1982): Ethics and Journalism “in ivi# et al (ed)Ethics and the
press: Readings in Mass Media MoraliyewY ork, Hasting House
Publishers.

Okunna, S. (1997 Ethics of Mass CommunicatioBnugu, New Generations Books
pp 49 — 55.

Rich, C (2010)Writing and Reporting News: A coaching meth@t Edition, Boston,
Wadsworth Published Company.
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UNIT 2 ETHICS AND JOURNALISM
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Body
3.1 Nature and Purpose of Journalistic Ethics
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment (TMA)
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In performing their duties as journalists, there aertain rules and regulations that
bind members of the profession. This unit will takéook at the origin of ethics in
Mass Communication as well as the nature and parpbpurnalistic ethics.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit you should be able to:
e discuss the origin of ethics in journalism; and
e explain the nature and purpose of journalisticosthi

3.0 MAIN BODY

The earliest signs of ethics in journalism wereigaat at the turn of the twentieth
century when there was a reaction to the excedsttge dreedom of the Libertarian
press system. This abuse led to calls for a freerégponsible press. The social
responsibility theory believes that:

Certain obligations to society should be acceptetifalfilled by the press.

These obligations are mainly to be fulfilled thrbugetting high professional
standards of trust, accuracy, objectivity, balaaoe informativeness.

In the discharge of their duties, the media shdwddself-regulating within the
framework of law and established institutions.

The society and public have a right to expect Isigindards of performance from
the media, and intervention can be justified taisethe public good since
journalists should be accountable to society.

The theory holds to ensure high ethical standaatttie press must be controlled by
itself or by the government.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2.1
Briefly describe the basis of journalistic ethics.
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3.1 Nature and Purpose of Journalistic Ethics

Merrill (1982), describes journalistic ethics a@nch of philosophy, which aids
journalists in determining what is right to do. i ultimately concerned with
providing moral principles or norms for journalcsactions.

To understand the full meaning of ethics in jouisra] Okunna (1997), asks:

What standard should journalists adhere to in thetge of their profession?
What is good journalism and what is bad journalism?

What should the journalist do in a particular sr?

What should journalism do for its practitioners, audience and the society?

Judged from the above questions, the purpose misathMass Communication is to
assist journalist to be moral in their professions.

Journalistic ethics will stipulate rules, guideBn@orms and principles that guide the
journalist in making moral decisions.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Looking at the basis for the introduction of ethicgournalism, that is, the observed
excesses of the freedom of the press in tHR @tury, one cannot but support the
need for ethics in Mass Communication. For, it lmees media practitioners to be
accountable to the society in which they operate.

5.0 SUMMARY
The excesses of the Libertarian theory had nee¢sdithe need for the society to

demand a high moral standard from journalists.

This moral standard was set by journalists thenesebo as to make them sensitive to
every action they take in the search for the truth.

Thus, like any other profession, journalism is gaicdy ethics, which enable them to
be more responsible in exercising their freedomwbiat to report and what not to
report.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
Justify the need for ethics in Mass Communication.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Brian, B. et al, (2014). The Missouri Grolgews Reporting and Writindgeleventh Edition,
New York: Bedford/St. Martins.

ltule, B. D & Anderson, D. A. (2008). News writiramd reporting, 7 edition. New
York: McGraw Hill
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press. Reading in Mass Media MoralityewYork, Hasting House Publishers.

Okunna, S. (1997 Ethics of Mass CommunicatioBnugu, New Generations Books

Rich, C (2010)Writing and Reporting News: A coaching meth@t Edition, Boston,
Wadsworth Published Company.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Having established the fact that journalism, likey @ther profession is not without
some ethics guiding the conducts of its practitiendé is essential to focus on the
codes of ethics for journalists especially in Niger

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end this unit you should be able to:
e define journalistic codes of ethics; and
e explain the code of ethics for Nigerian journalists

3.0 MAIN BODY
Codes of journalistic ethics can be defined assrated norms which are prepared and
adopted by journalists to regulate the conducheirtprofession.

Professional ethical norms first began to be cediin the early 1920s and at present
much code exists in some ninety countries in gilares of the world.
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These codes of journalistic ethics are in differasgtegories. We have the
International code of ethics, Regional code ofastlaind National code of ethics.

3.1 National Codes
Every country has different codes of ethics thatego the different mass media print,

broadcast and the cinema.

In Nigeria, the code of conduct of the Nigeria Br&3rganisation (NPO) is the

umbrella code for journalists in the country. Hoeevit must be noted that

practitioners in different media and media-relapgdfessions also have different
codes of ethics to guide their professional practihese include the code of ethics of
the Nigerian Institute of Public Relations (NIPR)dathe code of the Association of
Advertising Practitioners of Nigeria (AAPN). Theddiria Broadcasting Commission

(NBC) also has a code of conduct for broadcasting.

3.2 Institutional Codes

Different media organizations have their own pelciregarding the conduct of
employees. These codes are often comprehensivdeaidvith such diverse matters
as the acceptance of gifts and other gratuitiesn fautside sources, conflict of
interests, the use of offensive, or indecent malterthe publication of rape victims’
names, the staging of news events, the use of tleeapews gathering techniques,
and the identification of sources. There are ugualimilar policies regarding

advertising content, particularly in matters of elecy and taste.

Although these codes often reflect an organizasi@@mmitment to certain standards
of conduct, they are sometimes criticized for fgjlito provide guidance for the
myriad of ethical dilemmas that confront media ptemers under the pressure of
time deadlines.

Nevertheless, such codes are helpful in orientadfionew employees to the ethical
values of the organization and can also be uset rsmutral standard to which both
sides can appeal in an ethical dispute.

The violation of the codes may earn employee samdtom the organization. Also,
each violation, particularly if ignored by mediaeextives erodes the integrity of the
published ethical guidelines.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3.1
Highlight the different codes of journalistic ethic

3.3 Code of Ethics for Nigerian Journalists

In Nigeria, code of ethics for journalists was ffiestablished and adopted by the
Nigeria Press Organization (NPO) in 1979. This clader paved way for a new one
because the old one was deficient in many areas.
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The new code, which is a collective effort of Nigerjournalists represented by the
Nigeria Press Organization (NPO) and the Nigeriaes® Council (NPC) which is

expected to interpret the code while acting asdecator when any of the provisions
of the code is breached.

The code contains the following:

3.3.1 Editorial Independence
Decisions concerning the content of news should thhe responsibility of a

professional journalist.

3.3.2 Accuracy and Fairness

The public has a right to know. Factual, accuratdanced and fair reporting is the
ultimate objective of good journalism and the basisearning public trust and
confidence.

A journalist should refrain from publishing inacate and misleading information.
Where such information has been inadvertently ghklil, prompt correction should
be made. A journalist must hold the right of regsya cardinal rule of practice.

In the course of his duties, a journalist shoutt/stto separate facts from conjecture
and comment.

3.3.3 PRIVACY
As a general rule, a journalist should respecptivacy of individuals and their

families unless it affects public interest.

Information on the private life of an individual bis family should only be published
If it impinges on public interest.

Publishing of such information about an individ@es mentioned above should be
deemed justifiable only if it is directed at:
e EXposing crime or serious misdemeanour;
e Exposing anti-social conduct;
e Protecting public health, morality and safety;
e Preventing the public from being misled by somdestent or action of the
individual concerned.

3.3.4 Privilege/Non-Disclosure

A journalist should observe the universally accegtenciple of confidentiality and
should not disclose the source of information olediin confidence.

A journalist should not breach an agreement wioarce of information obtained as
“off-the-record” or as “background information.”
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3.3.5 Decency

A journalist should dress and comport himself imanner that conforms to public
taste.

Journalist should refrain from using offensive, silse or vulgar languages.

A journalist should not present lurid details, eitlin words or picture, of violence,
sexual acts, and abhorrent or horrid scenes.

In case involving personal grief or shock, enqsirghould be carried out and
approaches made with sympathy and discretion.

Unless it is in the furtherance of the public’'shtigo know, a journalist should
generally avoid identifying relatives or friends jpérsons convicted or accused of
crime.

3.3.6 Discrimination

A journalist should refrain from making pejorativeference to a person’s ethnic
group, religion, sex, or to any physical or meiitaéss or handicap.

3.3.7 Reward and Gratification

) A journalist should neither solicit nor accept lailgratification
or patronage to suppress or publish information.

1)) To demand payment for the publication of news imical to the
notion of news as a fair, accurate, unbiased actddhreport of
an event.

3.3.8 Violence
A journalist should not present or report acts iolence, armed robberies, terrorist

activities or vulgar display of wealth in a mantieat glorifies such acts in the eyes of
public.

3.3.9 Children and Minors

A journalist should not identify, either by namepicture, or interview children under
the age of 16 who are involved in cases concersixgal offences, crimes and rituals
or witchcratft either as victims, witnesses or deganmts.

3.3.10 Access to Information
A journalist should strive to employ open and homesans in the gathering of

information.
Exceptional methods may be employed only when thdipinterest is at stake.

3.3.11 Public Interest
A journalist should strive to enhance national yiaihd public good.
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3.3.12 Social Responsibility
A journalist should promote universal principleshoiman rights, democracy, justice,

equity, peace and international understanding.

3.3.13 Plagiarism
A journalist should not copy, wholesale or in pather people’s work without

attribution and/or consent.

2.3.14 Copyright

Where a journalist reproduces a work, be it in tprbroadcast, artwork or design,
proper acknowledgement should be accorded the lmutho

A journalist should abide by all rules of copyrigigt established by national and
international laws and conventions.

3.3.15 Press Freedom and Responsibility

A journalist should strive at all times to enhapcess freedom and responsibility.

4.0 CONCLUSION

At whatever level you want to practice as a joustalvhether international, regional
or national, there are rules and regulations taeuou in the conduct of your
profession.

The most important thing for you is to be abreaghhe codes of ethics of your
profession in order to be a sound journalist thatilek command the respect of your
audience and your employer.

5.0 SUMMARY

Since 1920, journalists like other professionalgehiaad rules and regulations enacted
by journalists themselves to guide the conducthefirt profession. These are the
international codes of ethics and National code®igeria, besides the code of ethics
for practitioners in specific areas of specialiaatisuch as advertising, public
relations, the Nigeria Press Organization whickthes umbrella body for journalists,
editor and proprietors of newspapers and magazatéi®ed the code of ethics for all
journalists which contains 15 injunctions or deatams.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
Trace the history of the code of ethics for Nigef@aurnalists and highlight the issues

raised in the code.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Nigeria Press Organization (1998&ode of Ethics for Nigerian Journalistsagos,

NPC.

NPC Decree No 60 of 1999.
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INTRODUCTION

In the enforcement of professional ethics, the ofléthe press council cannot be over
emphasized. The Nigerian Press Council is an antons body set up by Decree No
85 of 1992 and amended by Decree No 60 of 1999%ramge high professional
standards for the Nigerian press, and to deal wimplaints emanating from
members of the public about the conduct of thenalists in their professional
capacity or complaints from the press about thedgonhof persons or organizations
towards the press.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit you should be able to:

3.0
The NPC decree provides it with a wide range gboesibilities namely:

identify the role of a press council;

explain the workings of the Nigeria Press Couranikl

describe the role of the complaints committee ef phess council and how
complaints are treated.

MAIN BODY

Enquire into complaints about the press and thedwonof any person or
organization towards the press.

Research into contemporary press development agagenn updating press
documentation.

Review developments likely to restrict the flowinformation and advise on
means aimed at remedying such developments.

Ensure the protection of the rights and privilegégournalists in the lawful
performance of their professional duties, and

Foster the achievement and maintenance of higlegsainal standards by the

Nigerian press.
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3.1 Composition of the Council
The council shall consist of a Chairman and thieWahg other members, that is,

= Four representatives of the Nigeria Union of Jolistea

= Two representatives of the Nigerian Guild of Editor

= Two representatives of the Newspaper Proprietorssogiation of Nigeria
who shall be practising Journalists

= One representative of educational institutions @ in training of
journalists.

= One representative of the Federal Ministry of Infation and Culture who
shall be a practising Journalist.

= Two representatives of the Broadcasting Organimataf Nigeria.

* One representative of the News Agency of Nigeria whall be a practising
journalist.

» The secretary to the council.

Thus, the board of the council comprises the chemrand 16 members including
the Executive Secretary, drawn from the press aedpublic. The council works
through four committees: the Complaints CommitiResearch and Documentation
Committee, Registration and Disciplinary Committesd Rights and Privileges
Committee.

3.2 Roles of the Complaints Committee
This committee vets, investigates and deals witimgtaints which people affected
by the performance of the press may have aboutcthreduct of persons or
organizations towards them. According to the Decaey member of the public is
entitled to lodge complaints against the press igeal the complaint is one of
unethical conduct. You can complain if:
= Anything unethical is published about you in anydmen of information in
Nigeria.
» Anything considered objectionable is done to you dmy journalist in his
capacity as a journalist.

» Anything is done against the journalist that isatap of limiting the freedom of
the press guaranteed by the constitution of theraedRepublic of Nigeria.
»What is done and complained about is not in accmelavith the code of

conduct of the Nigerian Union of journalists.

However, before you can complain, you must be fsadighat you have invited the
attention of the medium concerned to what you debjactionable and you are not
satisfied with the way the matter was handled gy niredium. The medium may
have failed to react to your complaint or informgxi that they were not liable. If
the grouse has to do with a broadcast, it is advisat the complaint is directed to
the station’s director of news and/or programmesu ¥hould be in no doubt about
the publication you are complaining about, when phélication was made, what
harm you think it did and what you want done. Adluy complaints to the council
will be in WRITING and should be directed to:
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The Executive Secretary
Nigerian Press Council,
National Arts Theatre Annex,
lganmu,

P.M.B. 3451, Surulere,
Lagos State.

The importance of the complaints being in writiggthat the committee will not

entertain verbal complaints. You have to staterbjfeahat your grouse is, the steps
you had taken to effect redress, and your CHOICH the press Council should
look into the matter.

Self-Assessment Exercise 4.1
Discuss in details the process of laying compldnet®re the NPC.

3.3 Treatment of Complaints

Within 48 hours of the receipt of the complaing tffice of the Executive secretary
will make a preliminary report to the complaintsnuuittee to keep it fully
informed as well as set in motion the following adistirative steps for the
resolution of the complaint:

Acknowledge receipt of the complaint.

Refer the complaint to the legal department of Migeria press council for
interpretation and confirmation that the complafatls within the council’s
jurisdiction. If the advice is negative, the seargtwill write to the complainant to
say that the complaint is not within the councitsisdiction. If positive, the

secretary will write to the complainant to suppbcdmented details if not already
submitted.

The secretary will then write to inform the defentlabout the complaint and
invite him to comment in writing.

With necessary preliminary investigation now congyde the secretary will lay
all available facts of the case with documentsany, before the Complaints
Committee for adjudication.

The Complaint Committee now will meet as oftentasrieed arises while the press
council itself will meet every quarter.

The Complaint Committee now handles the matter royiting both sides and
witnesses as provided for in the Nigeria Press Cibdecree sections 9 (1) and 10
which empowers the council to summon any persomNigeria to attend any
meeting of the council to give evidence and to ararhim as a witness.
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3.4 Possible Findings of the Council

The council may find the medium complained agairadile or not liable, and
where appropriate, direct the medium or cause énson concerned to publish, in
such manner as the council may direct, a suitgiéogy or correction and may in
addition reprimand the journalist or person in mhatter. If the journalist has to be
further disciplined, like the removal of name frahe register, a recommendation
will be sent to the Nigerian Union of Journalistshich is responsible for
accreditation of journalists.

Self-Assessment Exercise 4.2
» What are the functions of the Nigeria Press Co@ncil
= Discuss in detail how an aggrieved person can sskess from the NPC.

4.0 CONCLUSION
The importance of a press council cannot be ovenasiped in the maintenance of
high standard of professionalism in the field afrjoalism.

However, it is still controversial whether the NP@s been able to live to the
expectations of Nigerian journalists.

First, it was established by government, and ak paople believe that as a federal
government organ, it may not be able to work azetqul. Also, it is believed that
the council is a toothless bulldog, which canng.bi

5.0 SUMMARY

Conscious of the need to maintain a high standbptdadessionalism in journalism,

the Nigerian government established a press cotmeihtertain complaints against
journalists and complaints from journalists againsgividuals. The council is also

responsible for accreditation of courses in teytiastitutions where journalism is

taught.

Besides, it is the duty of the council to maintairegister of accredited journalists
submitted to it by the Nigerian Union of Journalist

Thus, it is an offence for anybody that is not@stered journalist to practice the
profession in Nigeria.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)

To what extent do you think that the NPC has jiestithe purpose for which it was
created?

7.0 REFERENCE/FURTHER READING
NPC Decree No 60 of 1999.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Despite the introduction of code of ethics for Nige journalists and the setting up of
the Nigerian Press Council, there are other ethssales, which are part of the overall
problems in the society. And, journalists beingtpdrthe society may fall victim to
them, except a conscious effort is made to avoanthThese ethical issues include
sycophancy, character assassination, pressurea@fghnism, bribery, moonlighting,
sensationalism, self-censorship, plagiarism aneddral.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit you should be able to:
e explain some ethical problems militating againsirgb journalism practice;
and
e discuss the effect of such problems on Journalism.

3.0 MAIN BODY

3.1 Sycophancy

A sycophant is a “person who tries to win favourflagtering rich or powerful people
(Okunna, 1997). Such excessive and insincere pigidgecommon ethical problem in
journalism.

The sycophant journalist flatters political leagdensealthy citizens and owners of
media houses who are employers and have formighavlers over journalists. This is
more glaring in the political sphere. Majority dtmass media in Nigeria, as in other
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developing countries, is owned by the governmemt @ a result the media more
often than not are praise-singing the activitieg@fernment officials and government
policies.

During elections, sycophancy leads to the abustepower of the mass media, as
unethical journalists use the media to confer staud legitimacy on their favourite
politicians, even when they lack legitimacy andnadd deserve the praise heaped upon
them.

Generally, sycophancy denies the public the coirgdotmation, which is the duty of
the journalist to give them.

3.2 Character Assassination

Closely related to sycophancy is the ethical pnoble character assassination. By
flattering favoured prominent and powerful peoglee sycophant journalist could
indulge in vilifying the opponents of such people.

When the press makes statements that damage a’gawegoutation, the press is guilty
of character assassination. Whereas there is ral [mgishment for sycophancy,
character assassination is both unethical andaitley journalist could face court
action for defamation or damaging somebody’s repta

3.3 Pressure

Pressure is any force or influence which causesiaaglist to feel strongly compelled
to act in a manner desirable to the source of $aate or influence. This can be
internal or external. Internal pressure emanat@s frvithin the organization in which
the journalist works.

The publishers of a newspaper, for instance, cpuddsurize an editor to write an
editorial in a particular way, or even request dagor to publish a canned editorial
written by the publisher or his surrogate.

External pressure, on the other hand, comes framwilder community or society.
These range from advertisers, politicians, or eviemds and families of journalists
can constitute sources of this type of pressure.

Pressure can cause a journalist to be irresponsibleethical if the source of the
pressure compels the journalist to carry out astitiat are contrary to a journalist’s
ethical principles.

3.4 Afghanistanism

This is the practice of writing about far—away sswvhile shying away from tackling
the problems at home, it originally applied to eddl writing, but has come to be
applied to all forms of journalistic writing. Afghetanism can be as a result of fear or
lack of courage to face the problems at home. Stheeity should begin at home, if
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the mass media shy away from tackling serious locahational problems by pre-
occupying themselves with harmless discussionssufeis which are largely irrelevant
to a majority of their audience, then the jourrtalis’ho work in these media are
irresponsible and unethical, failing in their dwfnrich the society expects them to
perform with courage and dedication.

3.5 Bribery

In journalism, the ethical problem of materialissnnnanifested in the form of bribery
and acceptance of gifts. Ogunade, (1997), obsdhagsjournalists for performing
their normal duties of disseminating informatiomally accept money and other non-
monetary gifts. This might compromise the integrity journalists and media
organizations.

In Nigeria, the commonest type of bribe in joursali is the so-called ‘Brown
envelope’ which is a monetary bribe handed out o umethical journalist to
pressurize him or her into doing what the giver isa@nce accepted, monetary bribes
and other gifts tie the hands of journalist whonthgecome incapable of being
objective in reporting events and issues invol\pegple who give the gifts.

Objectivity is thus the first casualty in reportimdpen journalists succumb to the evils
of materialism as they attempt to please peoplese/twibes they have accepted.

3.6  Sensationalism

When a newspaper or any other mass medium presems in a way designed to
arouse a quick and excited reaction, it is saide@uilty of sensationalism. This type
of reaction is evoked when a newspaper, for ingamseizes on the most sordid
disgusting aspect to play up in its news story. Somewspapers and soft sell
magazines deliberately encourage this practicettaing on it in Nigeria.

3.7 Moonlighting

To make ends meet, journalists sometimes take ds, joy working for competing
employers, moonlighting is the act of holding twifedence jobs simultaneously and
being paid for both. This creates room for conflétinterest and divided loyalty,
which constitute fertile grounds for unethical bébar by journalists.

Again, objectivity is usually one casualty of thigpe of situation. Suppose a
moonlighting journalist is required to write a neéga story about his or her second
employer, such a journalist may not have the cautagcarry out this assignment
objectively and responsibly. Considering that oti&y and responsibility occupy a
central position in journalistic performance, joalists who lack these two virtues
could be considered as having been weighed indlambe and found wanting.

Self-Assessment Exercise 5.1
Compare and contrast sycophancy and charactesassam.
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3.8 Self-Censorship

This is a socially irresponsible and unprofessiometl It is a situation whereby a
journalist believes that writing or publishing @ert stories would be offensive to his
or her employer or the government of the day aedefiore refuses to write or publish
the story; even without external pressure not tsalo

3.9 Advertorial
This is the practice of failing to differentiate darseparate advertisements from
editorial matters. It is unethical to pass an adweterial for editorial.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In the performance of your duty as a journalist) yoay mistakenly be a victim of
some of the mentioned ethical problems. It is tfoeesyour duty to be abreast of the
problems and guard against them.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has highlighted some of the ethical peoftd facing journalism in Nigeria.
These include character assassination, pressureghaAistanism, bribery,
moonlighting, self-censorship and advertorial, agstrothers.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)
Identify some ethical issues in Nigeria Journaleamd suggest likely causes of the

problems and their solutions.
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