NATIONAL OPEN UNIVERSITY OF NIGERIA

SCHOOL ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCE

COURSE CODE: LIN 111

COURSE TITLE: INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTICS |



LIN 111 INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTICS |

LIN 111
INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTICS |

Course Developers/Writers Christine 1. Ofulue, PhD
National Open University of Nigeria

Mfon Brownson Ekpe
Covenant University
Ota, Ogun State

Course Editor Professor Francis Egbokhare
University of Ibadan, Ibadan
Oyo State

Programme Leader Christine I. Ofulue, Ph. D
National Open University of Nigeria

Course Co-ordinator  lyere Theodore
National Open University of Nigeria

NATIONAL OPEN UNIVERSITY OF NIGERIA



LIN 111

National Open University of Nigeria
Headquarters

14/16 Ahmadu Bello Way

Victoria Island

Lagos

Abuja Office

No. 5 Dar es Salaam Street
Off Aminu Kano Crescent
Wuse II, Abuja

Nigeria

e-mail: _centralinfo@nou.edu.ng
URL: _ www.nou.edu.ng

Published by
National Open University of Nigeria

Printed 2009
ISBN: 978-058-403-X

All Rights Reserved

INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTEI



LIN 111 INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTICS |

CONTENTS PAGE
Tk oo [¥]o 1 0] o IS 1
COUISE A it ottt e e e et e e et et e eaanes 1
Course ODJECHIVES ... e 1
Working through this Course.............cccooiiiiii . 2
CoUIrSE MALBIIAIS. ..ottt e e e e e e e e 2
StUAY UNIS. ..o e 2
Textbooks and REfErencCes .......oovvvviiiiei e 3
ASSESSIMENT Lottt ittt et e e e 3
Tutor Marked ASSIGNMENt .........ccoiniiii e 3
Final Examination and Grading ............ccocoeviiiiiiii e e enn .. 4
Course Marking Scheme..........coooiiiii i 4
COUISE OVEIVIEW. .. e e et et e et et e e et e e 4
How to Get the Most from this Course..........cooovviiviiiiviinne.. 5
Facilitators/Tutors and TUtorialS ..........ooveeiiie e, 5
SUMMIATIY .ttt e e e e e e e e et aae e anaes 6
Introduction

LIN 111 is a one-semester, three-crediitsuriOO-level course. It s
designed for students whose major disaplins English. The course
consists of fourteen units which covea general introduction to
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Linguistics (the scientific study of human laage). The material has
been developed with local examples suitable foeN#npn students.

This course guide tells you briefly what the coussabout, what course
materials you will be usingand howto work yaway through these
materials. It suggests some general guidelif@sthe amount of time
you are likely to spend on each unit of the coutsaso gives you some
guidance on your tutor-marked assignments. You adeised to attend

the tutorial classes to discuss your difficultiagwyour tutors.

Course Aims

The course is designed to expose you to an ovevidwguistics at the
various levels of description of language. Its g@ak:

3 introduce you to the nature of human language;
4 enable you have a broad view and understanding of linguistics and its

relation to language;
5help you acquire theoretical linguistic and amallyti skills for

recognizing and describing the various levels ofjlage;
6 enable you achieve, thorough knowledge and practice, competence and

skills in analyzing various linguistic structures.

Course Objectives

There are objectivesto be achieved in eacit ofthe course. You
should read them before studying each unitslexpected that by the
time you have finished studying this course yowshobe able to:

« explain the nature of human language;

« identify the levels of linguistic description;

* systematically analyze the linguistic structure of any language;
« explain the history and development of linguistics;

» describe theoretical frameworks;
e apply linguistic principles to the various levelsf linguistic

description in English and other languages.

Working through this Course

To complete this course, you are advised to rélael study units, read
recommended books and other materials provided@yMNL Each unit
contains self assessment exercises, and at pointise course you are
required to submit assignments for assessment pegpét the end of
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the course, there is a final examinatiohhe course should tak
gbout twenty weeks to complete. You will find &létcomponents of the

course listed below. You have to allocate your timeach unit in order

to complete the course successfully and on time.

Course Materials
The major components of the course are:

1. Study units

2. Textbooks

3. Assignment File

4 Presentation schedule

Study Units
There are fourteen study units in this coursepb@ws:
Module 1 Linguistics and Language

Unit 1 What is Linguistics?

Unit 2 History of Linguistics

Unit 3 Nature of Human Language

Unit 4 Sign Language

Unit 5 Human Language versus Animal Communication

Module 2 Linguistic Knowledge
Unit 1 Competence and Performance

Unit 2 Language, the Brain and the Mind
Unit 3 The Evolution of Language

Module 3 Language and Grammar
Unit 1 Grammar and Types of Grammars ¢bDptve,
Prescriptive and Teaching)

Unit 2 Formal Descriptions of Language |
Unit3  Formal Descriptions of Language I

Module 4 Language and Society

Unit 1 Language in Society
Unit 2 Language and Culture
Unit 3 Varieties of Language

Vi
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Module 1 introduces you to the field ofinguistics, history, and its
relation to human language. Module 2 examimagulstic knowledge,

Module 3 deals with language and grammar, and Mod@xamines the

relationship between language and socifiijere are fourteen study
units in this course. Each study unit consistsasfe week’s work and

includes specific objectives, directions for stuebgding material, self

assessment exercises. Together with tutosked assignments, these
exercises will assistyou in achieving the statiearning objectives of

the individual units and of the course.

Textbooks and References

Your course material is the main text for this seuHowever, you may
wish to read other textbooks from the referencesuither reading.

Assessment

There are two aspects of the assessment of thisegdbie tutor-marked

assignments and a written examination. In doingdlessignments, you

are expected to apply information gatereduring the course. The
assignments must be submitted to your riadto facilitator for formal
assessment in accordance with the deadlinesl state the presentation

schedule and the Assignment file. The work thatswomit to your tutor

for assessment will count for 30% of your total rseumark.

Tutor-Marked Assessment

There is a tutor-marked assignment at thel eh every unit. You are
required to attempt all the assignments. You Wikt assessed on all of

them but the best three performances will bed @meyour continuous
assessment. Each assignment carries 10%.

When you have completed each assignmesg¢nd it together with a
(tutor-marked assignment) form, to your tutoridiligator. Make sure

that each assignment reaches your tutoriallittdior on or before the
deadline. If for any reason you cannot mplete your work on time,
contact your tutorial facilitator before the assigent is due, to discuss

the possibility of an extension.

Extensions will not be granted after e thdue date unless under
exceptional circumstances.

Final Examination and Grading

The final examination for LIN 111 will be of twdours duration and
will carry 70% of the total course grade. The exaton will consist of

Vil
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questions which reflect the kinds of self ass®st exercises and the
tutor-marked problems you have previously entened. All areas of
the course willbe assessed. You should usentiee between finishing
the last unit and taking the examination to rethseentire course. You
may find it useful to review your self assessim exercises and tutor-
marked assignments before the examination.

Course Marking Scheme

The following table lays out how the actualuis® marking is broken
down.

Assessment Marks

Assignments 1-4 Three assignments, markedjout of
(the best three of |&0% the

assignments submitted) Totaling 30%

Final examination 70% of oyerall course marks

Total 100% of course marks

Course Overview

Unit Title of Work Weeks | Tutor-Marked
Activity | Assignment
Course Guide 1
Module 1
1 What is Linguistics? 2
2 History of Linguistics 3
3 Npture of Human Language 4
4 S|gn Language S

5Human Language versus nimal ¢ TMA1l
Communication

Module 2

1 Cpmpetence and Performance 7

2 Language, Brain and the Mind 8

3 The Evolution of Language 9 TMA 2

Module 3
1 Gfammar and Types of Grammars 10
(Descriptive, Prescriptive ahd
Teaching)

Formal Descriptions of Langudge | 11

3 Fprmal Descriptions of Language 12 TMA 3
Il

Module 4

viii
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1 Language in Society 13

2 Language and Culture 14

3 Vhrieties of Language 15 TMA 4
Revision 16
Examination 17
Total 17

How to Get the Most from this Course

In distance learning, the study units replace theausity lecturer. The

advantage is that you can read and work throughshely materials at

your pace, and at a time and place thatit you best. Think of it as
reading the lecture instead of listening to atueer. Just as a lecturer

might give you in-class exercise, your study upitsvide exercises for

you to do at appropriate times

Each of the study units follows a common forméie T first item is an

introduction to the subject matter of the unit &oav a particular unit is

integrated with other units and the course whale. Nextis a set of

learning objectives. These objectives let you kmdvat you should be

able to do by the time you have completid@ unit. You should use
these objectives to guide your study. When you liaighed the unit,

you should go back and check whethgou have achieved the
objectives. If you make a habit of mdpi this you will significantly
improve your chances of passing the course.

Self assessment exercises are intersperff@odughout the units and
answers are given at the end of the course. Wothiogigh these tests

will help you to achieve the objectives of thetamnd prepare you for

the assignments and the examination. Yshould do each self
assessment exercise asyoucome to it insttigy unit. There will be
examples given in the study units. Work througls¢hwhen you have

come to them.

Facilitators/Tutors and Tutorials

There are 8 hours of tutorials provided in suppof this course. You

will  be notified of the dates, timesand Ilocation of these tutorials,
together with the name and phone number of yoorialtfacilitator, as

soon as you are allocated a tutorial group.

Your tutorial facilitator will mark and commeon your assignments,
keep a close watch on your progress and on dingudties you might
encounter, as well as provide assistance to yonglthe course. You

must mail your tutor-marked assignments to yowortat facilitator well
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before the due date. They will be marked by yatortand returned to
you as soon as possible.

Do not hesitate to contact your tutor by telephone-mail if you need
help. Contact your tutorial facilitator if:

eyou donot understand any part of the ystuthits or the assigned
readings.

* you have difficulty with the self assessment eisars.

eyou have a question or a problem with assignment, with your
tutor's comments on an assignment @rith the grading of
aasignment.

You should try your best to attend the tutorialsisTis the only chance

to have face to face contact with your tutor asidguestions which are

answered instantly. You can raise anyroblem encountered i
trourse of your study. To gain the maximum bengditnf course tutorials

prepare a question list before attending thenu Wil gain a lot from
participating actively.

Summary

LIN 111 is aimed at equipping you with analytickills for examining

the nature of human language by intraaiyici  you to the
tlemepisal of  linguistics. Upon completinghe course you shoul
bguipped with the resources to explathe relationships between
language and the brain, mind, language andtyocand culture. You
should also be able to explain how words and seateare structured in

various languages. You will be able to idgntand explain language
problems at the levels of phonetics, plmmg morphology, syntax,
sociolinguistics and so on. Part 11 of this cowdletake you further

into how to analyse language at eaddf these levels fron
theenasical frameworks.

| wish you success with the course and hope ythawill find it both
interesting and useful.
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MODULE 1 LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE

Unit 1 What is Linguistics?

Unit 2 History of Linguistics

Unit 3 Nature of Human Language

Unit 4 Sign Language

Unit 5 Human Language versus Animal Communication

UNIT 1 WHAT IS LINGUISTICS?
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 What is Linguistics?
3.2 Language
3.3 Language and Linguistics
3.3.1 Micro-Linguistics
3.3.2 Macro-Linguistics
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

To the layperson, the concept of lingusstic the ability to speak a
number of languages. If you tell someone you argystg linguistics in

the university, you will be asked, “How many langea do you speak?

However, linguistics has nothing to do with the tn@mof languages a

person can speak. As a linguist, you ma@y competent in only one
language. But you are familiar with the rulestt govern language in
general, and have linguistic knowledge abopéets that are common
(linguistic universal) to most languages. On théheohand, your ability

to speak more than one language means that yau'oéyglot’ or ‘a

multilingual’, and not a ‘linguist’.

In this unit, you will learn more about linguistiaad language, and the
relationship between both so that unlike a laynyan,can differentiate
between linguistics and language.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

« explain the basic concepts of linguistics

« differentiate between the study of linguistics and language

* explain the relationship between linguistics and language

* highlight the different areas of linguistics

* identify the different aspects of linguistic study of a language.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 What is Linguistics?

Who is a linguist? What is linguistics? Whais its relationship  with
language?

We shall begin by defining linguistics. It is thaesntific study of human

language. Linguistics is scientific in the sens# the study of language

must be subjected to the scientific cpsses of observation, data
collection, formulation of hypothesis, analysis ofata and formulation

of theory based on the structure of the langudéhen we talk about

language, we mean the human language, in cotragiter forms of
communication such as animal communication.

An individual who engages in such a rigorous as#litey procedure of

language study is called a ‘linguist'Linguists are professional
Bnguage specialists who are equipped doalyze any language,
regardless of whether they speak the languagetofhey can collect

data on languages that do not have written forrdspaopose letters of

the alphabet (orthography) for such languages &kercise forms the
foundation for writing in languages.

Through this process, linguists help talevelop languages, ar
gnmure their continuous use. They also help tovedanguages through

language documentation and other forms dévelopment. What a
medical doctor does to human body is similar totvehienguist does to

human language. For example, if a speaker say9 {lasksad of (aesk)

‘ask’, a linguist will first observe the instanaassituations in which the

speaker uses either form, note, and iffassthe problem. H/she
widintify and elaborate the kind of relationshipsasen the two forms.

Thereafter, he or she developsa hypothasd, tests the hypothesis.
The hypothesis has to be confirmed by stibgcthe data to further
tests. Then, the conclusions are integrated wite previous concepts.
Linguists are also involved in other aspetteanguage development
such as language planning, standardization, amuidae policies.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Whois a linguist?
2. Who is a polyglot?
3.  Why would you say that Linguistics is a scEhc

3.2 Language

There are many definitions of language based different schools of
thought. It has been defined as ‘astsy of vocal auditory
communication using conventional signs cosao of arbitrary
patterned sound units and assembled diogor to a set of rules,
interacting with the experience of its useBol{nger 1968:12). Sapir
(1921:8) defines language as a purelymdn and non-instinctive
method of communicating ideas, emotionsd amlesires by means of
voluntarily produced sounds. Both defimso refer to the arbitrary
nature of the symbols representing sounds in lagguehe reference is

arbitrary and conventional because each langugyesses ideas using

different words; for example ‘house’ is house irgksh, ile in Yoruba,

uf k in Ibibio/Efik, ulo in Igbo, and gida in Hausa

Language is the use of a shared set of signs doagrwithin a society
to interact and express their feelings, ideas amatiens. Every society
has a way of communicating through words, writinghoough making
signs as in sign language or even through iconyswlcommunication
such as the colours of a traffic light which eaohwey a message or the
blast of a siren when there is fire outbreak orgéan

Language is also a system by which sounds, sighgestures are used

to communicate meaning. For humans, a syst#dmspeech sounds or
signs which constitute linguistic  knowledg®f both speaker and
addressee convey and receive informatidhor animals like bees,
chimpanzees, parrots, dolphins which akmown to ‘communicate’
through sounds and signals, it is stimulus-based isquite limited in
comparison with  human system of commumna Human
communication is innate-based and is what use to generate an
infinite number of messages. That humans haveapaaity to generate

new sentences according to certain rules in agukage is evidence that

human language is biologically endowedcully specifically for
humans.

Every human society hasa language, a slsatedf symbols, which
they use in communication.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. Define language in your own words.

2. Look for a list of Nigerian languages and segiir language is
listed.

3. What do you call the following words in your ¢arage: (i) hand,
(i), water, (iii), man, (iv) woman, (v) fire,(vi) air, (vii) food,
(viii) sun, (ix) moon, (x) God, (xi) school, (xighild, (xiii) boy,
(xiv) girl, (xv) wife, (xvi) pot, (xvii) tree, (xvi) house, (xix) salt,
(xx) soup.

3.3 Language and Linguistics

Language is the object of study for linguisticand linguists study the

structure of language empirically at alevels namely, phonetics,
phonology, morphology, syntax and semantics. Tgiistic study of

language in relation to other disciplines suchtakgophy, psychology,
communication, sociology etc has expandéd scope. In addition,
researchers in the fields of languagevetbpment, teaching, and
publishing have developed a field of plea linguistics through
linguistic study.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3
Is language unique to humans? Why?
Branches of Linguistics

Linguistics as a science covers various areasioiin language which
are usually discussed undertwo broad areaslgamicro-linguistics
and macro-linguistics.

We shall introduce the branches of Ilisgai study under thes
talmels briefly. More detailed discussions Iaf t various branches will
follow in later sections of this course.

3.3.1 Micro-Linguistics

Micro-linguistics covers the basic compdsenor constituents of a
language. This is also referred to as theoretibaduistics. Theoretical

linguists study the structural aspects of languagker the broad label

of grammar. Grammar is further divided into forndameaning. Under

form is  phonetics, phonology, morphology,and  syntax  while
oredgring IS semantics. These are introducedefly here but will
Hscussed in more detail in subsequent units efdburse.
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Phonetics

This is a branch of linguistics that is concernetthwhe study of speech

sounds-how they are produced (articulateddent across (transmitted)
and perceived (reception). In other words, phos@ccounts for how

human beings generate speech sounds, tlysicah properties of the
sounds and how they are received by the hearkesere three areas

of study in phonetics, and they are: articuigtacoustic and auditory
phonetics. Articulatory phonetics deals withe tlproduction of speech
sounds. Acoustic phonetics deals witinstrumental production of
sounds, while auditory phonetics has to with how sounds are
perceived by the organs used for hearing, therahttee brain.

Phonology

Phonology is the study of how speech sounds cordiméorm patterns

and systems. It helps us to know the contionaof sounds that are
permissible in a language. It is relatedl Phonetics in that phonetics
supplies the data for phonology. A pHogmal account will show
which  sounds can make a difference meaning of words. For
example, /p/ and /b/ make a difference in the nmgaof the following

words in English:

* Park /pa:k/
* Bark /ba:k/

In phonology, sounds that make a differendhé meaning of words

are the significant sounds in a language an&rayesn as phonemes. It

iIsnot only the soundsthat can make #erdnce in the meaning of
words; other features like stress, intonaticand tone perform similar
functions. For example, in Nigerian laages, tones can make a
difference in meaning:

Igbo Ibibio Yoruba
akwa bed étim mlllipede Igba calabash
akwa egg etim poynd (plural) Igba two Hundred

akwa cloths étim spmeone’s name |l gbap gardgn e

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

1. What three areas is phonetics concerned with?

2.Can you identify differences in meagninin words in your
language similar to English or the examples abowa Nigerian
languages?
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Morphology

This is the branch of linguistics that s$#sd the internal structure of
words and how words are formed in a languagepkldogy accounts

for word formation in languages. The siba unit of analysis in
morphology is called the ‘morpheme’. A morphen® defined as the
minimal  meaningful unit of grammatical afysis. For example
therd ‘unfaithfulness’ can be broken into diffat units or morphemes

as in Un + faith + ful + ness. The main word @ tbot morpheme is

faith. This word is called a free morpheme beedtisan stand on its

own and have meaning. The other parts of the warth{thfulness) that

are attached to the left (prefix) or rigkguffix) of the root word that
cannot stand on their own and have ammg are called bound
morphemes. They have meaning only when they apedffo the main

word.

Syntax

Syntax is the study of how words are arrangednm feentences. Just as

minimal units of speech form the data for phoneatied phonology, and
morphemes are the minimal units in morphology sévetence, made up

of phrases and words are the mai units of study In synta
Moeds in a language have to be arranged accotditige rules of that

language to make meaning. These rules are inndtmtamnalized rules

and constitute the knowledge that a eativspeaker has of his «
lmguage. Consider the languages below:

a. English: A fair girl is coming
b. Yoruba: Omo obinrin pupa mbo
girl fair coming

In the sentences above, the English stiotarule in “a
tdjective (fair) before the noun (girl), wher@athe Yoruba syntactic
rule in “b” places the adjective (pupa) after tloeim (obinrin).

places

Semantics

Semantics is the branch of linguistics that is eoned with meaning in

language. The main reason for communicating isdkem meaning. The

goal of semantics is to develop theoretical fraoméw of statements of

fact and definitions on the basis of whicheaming can be described.
There are two components of meaning namelgxical meaning and
phrasal meaning. Lexical meaning refers to meaoivgords in terms

of their properties e.g. gender, animate, quaetity Phrasal meaning

refers to meanings of word combinations.
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3.3.2 Macro-Linguistics

Macro-linguistics refers to aspects of linguistiedy which involve the

application of the findings of theoreticalnduisticsto the analysis of
language in use. It is also called liggp Linguistics, because it
involves the application of linguistics inrelation to other disciplines.
The sub-fields that come under this elabinclude: sociolinguistics,
historical linguistics, mathematical linguest ethno-linguistics,
psycholinguistics, computational linguisticsand clinical linguistics.
They are introduced briefly here, but will be dissed in more detail in

subsequent units of this course.

Sociolinguistics

Sociolinguistics is the study of society on the Wanyguage is used. The

main aim of sociolinguistics is to spudlanguage in its social and
cultural context. This includes the studpf language in a society or
speech community; language \varieties; at@hguage functions.
Sociolinguistics relates the differences obseniadanguage use to the

problems that arise fromthose societal daspe&xamples include the
study of how individual’s pronunciations differ lagten groups that are

separated by certain _social variables such #micgy, religion, status,

gender, level _of education, and how ehewvariables are used to
categorize individuals __in social class aocis-economic classes. The
variation of a language from one region to anoikealled dialect while

variation of language among social classes isnexfdp as sociolects.

Historical Linguistics

Historical linguistics was developed inthe eteenth century. During

this time, linguists were concerned with thestdrical development of
languages. The aim of such investigationgas to arrive at general
hypotheses about how languages change over tide¢harefore is also

known as diachronic linguistics as oppos® synchronic linguistics
which is non-historical linguistics. Hisimal linguistics did not
originally develop as a branch of linguistic stadyit is today. It began

as the core of linguistic research with its invgestion into the historical

development of English from Anglo-Saxon which isreutly referred

to as the Romance languages-French, Spanish,adiah Jtvhich in turn

originated from Latin. The two primary timeds of research are the
“comparative method” and “internal reconstructioln’ comparative

method, the linguist examines data fromanguages for which it is
possible to establish a historical relationship internal reconstruction,

the linguist relies on diachronic data from witktwe particular language

being investigated. The internal reconstrucisonmostly used in those

rare instances when a language appears to havelatoons’ with other
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languages. Through historical linguistics, largps are classified into
families based on relationships with other langsage

Mathematical Linguistics

Mathematics is the science of patterns; it is bglifig such patterns that

knowledge is compressed. Thus, mathematics congs&sswledge or

information. A few decades ago, courses in calcwiere the purview of

students of mathematics, physics and neeging. Mathematical
linguistics is the study of linguisticsusing mathematical methoc
afialysis. It covers broad areas of linguisticsbphality theory, speech

synthesis, speech recognition, computationaiguistics (formal
languages and machines). It focuses on the statisiand mathematical
representation of information in texts; statistiaatl algebraic linguistics

constitute two different areas of mathematicaldisgcs.

Ethnolinguistics

Ethnolinguistics is a field of linguistic anthmpgy which studies the
language of a particular ethnic grougkthnolinguistics is often
associated with regions where ethnicity plays ajomrale in language
description and a&atus. Ethnolinguists study the way petioep
aodceptualization influences language, and shaww this is linked to

different cultures and societies. An eglan is the way spac
gerceived and expressed in various cultures. many societies, words

for the cardinal directions East and Wese aderived from terms for
sunrise/sunset.

Psycholinguistics

Psycholinguistics is the study of the psycholaljiand neurobiological
factors that enable humans to acquire, ws® understand language.
Psycholinguistics is concerned with thesyghological mechanism
underlying speech production and reception. It atadies how children

acquire their first language, speech perceptiod J@ss of the ability to

use and understand language. Initial forayspstaholinguistics were

largely philosophical ventures, due mainly to &latcohesive data on

how the human Dbrain functioned. Modemresearch makes use of
biology, neuroscience, cognitive science, anfbrmation theory to
study how the brain processes language. Treeee a number of sub-
disciplines; for example, as non-invasiveechniques for studying the
neurological workings of the brain become more mmore widespread,
neurolinguistics has become a field in its owntigh

Psycholinguistics covers the cognitive processaisrttake it possible to

generate a grammatical and meaningful sentertgef @ocabulary and
grammatical structures, as well as the processesrithke it possible to
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understand utterances, words, text, etc. Develotahpesycholinguistics
studies infants' and children's ability tearn language, usually with
experimental or at least quantitative methods.

Computational Linguistics

Computational linguistics is an interdisciplinarfjeld dealing with the
statistical and/or rule-based modeling dftunal language from a
computational perspective. This modeling is nottkehto any particular

field of linquistics. Traditionally, computationghguistics was usually
performed by computer scientists who had specdaiizéhe application

of computers to the processing of a naturalglage. Recent research
has shown that human language is much more cortipexpreviously

thought, so computational linguists oftework as members of
interdisciplinary teams, including linguistyspecifically trained in
linguistics), language experts (persons with sotaeeel of ability in the
languages relevant to a given projec@nd computer scientists.
Computational linguistics draws upon thknowledge of linguists,
computer scientists, experts in _artificiaihtelligence, cognitive
psychologists, mathematicians, and logicians, astanityers.

Computational linguistics can be divided intoajor areas depending
upon the medium of the language being procesdsether spoken or
textual; and upon the task being performed, whethatyzing language
(parsing) or creating language (generation).

Speech recognition and speech synthesis deal wwttspoken language

can be understood or created using computerssingarand generation

are sub-divisions of computational linguisticslaeprespectively with

taking language apart and putting itgetber. Machine translation
remains the sub-division of computationdinguistics dealing with
having computers translate between languag&ame of the areas of
research that are studied by computdtiodimguistics include aided
corpus linguistics.

Clinical Linguistics

Clinical Linguistics isa sub-discipline ofinduistics and involves the
application of linguistic theory to theiell of Speech-Language
Pathology. The central focus of Clinical Linguistis the application of

the principles and methods of linguisticand phonetics to
communication impairment in children and adultClinical linguistics

plays a key role in the descriptiomgnalysis and remediation of
communication impairment. The study ofngliistic aspects of
communication development and disorders @so of relevance to
linguistic theory and our understandingf danguage more generally.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, you have been introduced to lingestianguage and their
relationship. The various fields of linglic study were  alsc
riefjuced. From the discussion, the grammar @fudage is the main

focus of linguistics study. It can also be examifrech the perspective

of other disciplines such as history, atmematics, anthropology,
sociology, and psychology.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this wunit linguistics has been defin as the scientific stud
@inguage(s) which involves scientific pres®s of observation, data
collection, formulation of hypothesis, analysis ofata and formulation

of theory based on the structure of the languageguage on the other

hand was defined as a shared set of symbols usaeddgiety to express

their feeling, ideas and emotions. The relationsiefpveen both is that

language is the object of study for linguistics.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

la. What are the objectives of linguistic study?
b. List the linguistic levels at which languagegan be studied.

2a. What is language?
b. List 20 languages spoken in your country.

3. Can the terms language and linguistics be mgecthangeably?
Explain your answer and provide illustrations.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Clinical Linguistics:_http://www.shef.ac.uk/hcs/easch/clinling

Ethnolinguistics: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etalinguistics

Lyons, John (1981). Language and Linguistics: Aroltuction. United
Kingdom. Cambridge University Press.

Yusuf, Ore (ed.) (1999). Introduction taolLinguistics. Illorin  Texts
in Linguistics, Language and Literature. Departmeritinguistics:
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In unit 1, you were introduced to daage, linguistics, and their
relationship. In this unit, we will discusthe history of linguistics to
provide you with an understanding of the developneéthe discipline

and its relevance for today. Linguistics has rtgins dating back to as
far as the 5th century B.C. However, the use of the term, ‘linguistics’ did

not evolve until the 19th century. The origins of linguistics emerged from
philosophical studies of language beginningthwhe Greeks, Romans
before moving through Europe, India, andnthehe United States of
America. The science has passed through at least pfhases before its

final arrival at its main object of study. We wilexamine the growth of
linguistics from the early times to its currentteta

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

« explain the highlights of the history of linguistics
* identify the major periods, phases, and individuatat t played

significant roles in shaping the field of lingucsti
» describe the aims and relevance of linguistics.

11
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Linguistics in Greece (5th B.C. — 13th CentunA.D.)

We begin tracing of the history of linguistics ime&ce and Rome which

were countries both known for modern civilizatidhe first phase in

the growth of linguistics as a science had its $omu grammar based on

logic as a discipline instituted by there€ks and carried on L
french. There was no specific objective approadanguage, grammar

as put forth by the Greeks was aimed at cpiesg rules for correct
grammatical forms. Greece was popular for rthehilosophers two of
whom were known fortheir study of the Gregkammar, Thrax and
Protagoras. They are credited as the firstteorgiat word classification

which we refer to today as the parts of speecthdn first millennium

BC, the Greeks were said to have developed gi@abétic system for

writing the Greek language. By the second milienmthe Myceneans

are reported to have made use of a syllabic wrgystem that included

the use of logograms, symbols representing words.

It was in 300 B.C that linguistics was said tedaa defined role from

the perspective of philosophy when the StoicAlestandrian Schools

of thought were born. This also marked theginning of the second
phase in the growth of linguistics as a science. Tjphilological school

in Alexandria, though not having linguistic struetas its central object

of study studied language using its method of jbgjical criticism. The

Stoics are credited with formalization of thdichotomy between form
and meaning. According to them, form eref to the signifier
mieiganing refers to the signified. These terms weeteetlater used in the

work of Saussure to refer to sound and thoughtd book, Cours de
linguistique. The Greeks made a distorcti between phonetics,
etymology, and syntax. Between the Stoiceand Alexandrians
there opposing views about nature and conwentas the frameworks
within which language related issues such as th&ar between words

and their meaning were examined. The Alexandridms keld the view

that language was by nature systema#dod regular were called
analogists while the Stoics who held the iew that language was
bgnvention irregular were called anormalist§or example, in
answering the question whether words and theinmgavere related,

the Alexandrians argued that the natural iconiemégance of meaning

of words to their sounds was evidence for a ralgtg. But the Stoics

were of the view that because words could chamgeeianing, there is

no one to one relationship between words and theaning, hence the
irregularities observed like pluralisation iBnglish: book: books, but
ox:oxen.

12
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The most notable contribution of the Greek otafs to the growth of
linguistics was in syntax. Their works served &suadation on which

modern grammarians built their syntactic otfes. Focus was on the
written forms of language and not the verddarm. They studied the
written forms in terms of its occurrence in isadatias a part of speech,

and in terms of its syntactic relationship withetlwords in a sentence
construction. The Greek grammarians contributtondinguistic study
included the distinction between inflectednd uninflected words;
difference between proper and common nouns; a@san inflectional
category; three categories of verbs, actipassive, and neutral; and
‘aspect’ as a separate class describing incomateteeomplete action.

They also introduced the concept of ‘time’ for \&@which later became

known as ‘tense’.

Various Greek scholars who contributed tde t growth of linguistics
include Protagoras, Plato, Thrax, and Zeno (leafittre Stoics). Below
Is a summary of their various contributions:

SN Philosopher ContribUtions

1. Pjotagoras * Word clagsification based on geneler
masculine, feminine, and neuter.

2. Plato * Functional distinctions of part$ of
speech e.g. nouns function as subfects
of a predicate

* Distinction between verbs

3. Thrax « Spellings of Gfeek words
* Eight parts of speech: nound, verbs,
particle, article, pronoun, preposition,

adverb, and conjunction.
» First comprehensive and systemdtic

description of Greek language.

4. Z¢no and the Stoics « Distinction between form and meaning
* Classification of Greek words ifto 4

classes- noun, verb, noun, conjunction
and article.
* Discovered ‘case’ in Greek nouns
* Distinguished between active 4gnd
passive, transitive and intransitive
verbs.

Source: Ajiboye (1999: 220-221)

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

13
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1. What characterized the first phase of the graitinguistics as
a discipline?

2. What was the most notable contributioof the Greeks to the
growth of linguistics?

3.2 Linguistics in Rome

The growth of linguistics in Rome was similar tatlof Greece, Roman
philosophers studied Latin grammar. However, theet philosophers

were said to have beena greatinfluence on®@mnan counterparts.

The Roman philosophers wused the Greekdemoin their analysis
béatin. The similar structures of Greek and Latisoainade this possible.

The study of Latin was conducted on its etymojogyiorphology, and

syntax. Similar varying points of view atp the lines of
gaedogistsanormalists like  with  the  Greeks were observed  agn
fRemans. However, a Latin scholar by the namarchs Varro argued

for the recognition and use of bothargmeters in analysin
{oomgation and their associated meanings. The ystodlLatin grammar

was in terms of 1) the art of correct speech,ie@ad syllables 2) parts

of speech 3) grammatical correctness, and 4) Sihle contributions of

two Roman scholars to the study of Latin are wodhgote:

SN PPhilosopher Contributions

Marcus Varro p Worked on Latin grammar: netjogy,
morphology, and syntax

* Observed differences between Latip and
Greek
* Argued for the use of both principlesf
analogy and anomaly in analysing language

Priscan « Worked on regular inflections
 Produced texts used for teaching grammay
* Defined syllable as the smallest part of
articulate speech of which the propertles are
the name of the letters, its written shape| and
phonetic value'.
* Defined the word as the minimum unit of the
sentence
* Wrote a book on medieval grammar which
formed foundation of medieval linguistic
philosophy.
Source: Ajiboye (1999: 222-223)
SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

What aspect of language formed the focus of stadyhie Romans?

14
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3.3 Linguistics in India

The growth of linguistics also had its root India within the same
period as of Greece and Rome. The gramamariwas Panni and the
language was Sanskrit and the period was 4th century B.C. Unlike the

Greek and Latin traditions, the grammar tlddveloped in India was
styled after the Hindu/Indian tradition. It igpueted that there were at

least 12 schools of grammatical theory inidndat the time. However,
similarities between the Greco-Roman and Indiaditicans include the

arguments about the natural versus commait status of language;
sacred Hindu texts were compiled themesa way glossaries and
commentaries were compiled for Greek andhtin, and Indian
grammarians were able to make a distinction betweens and verbs

like Plato did between the subject angredicate for Greek. Indian
linguistic study did more work in phonetiand word structure, their

classification of speech sounds was more comprelesti®mn any other
work achieved before late 19th century.

Panni's work on the structure of words Sanskrit made him well
known and ranked among the best. Westsrholars discovered his
work on Sanskrit by the middle ofthe 19th century and this led to the

developed of philology.

3.4 Linguistics in the Renaissance Period

The medieval period or middle ages from the 13th century AD witnessed

a time of Renaissance in the Roman Empite. was a period during
which Latin played a significant role in thedueational system and in
Christianity as the language of the church, scBblpr and culture. The

materials prepared for the teaching ofati. is what developed into
traditional or classical grammar. Grammand meaning formed the
focus of study during this period with the undertyassumption that all

languages were same in terms of their gram@ad parts of speech.
Greek and Latin were no longer the only languagéetstudied, other

languages that underwent linguistic descriptiotuithe Irish and Welsh.

The various linguistic studies of the pdriobrought about growth in
literacy, literature and education.

Between the 14th and 17th centuries AD, the first grammareverfad

European languages were produced-Italian, Spdaishch, Polish etc.

The elite helped to promote the study of languaigesigh printing. The

focus became to provide rules of wusagluring the same period,
missionary work in China led to the study of thepblogy and syntax

of Chinese and the production of linguistic matsrguch as the Chinese

dictionary. Comparative studies like that ofghult between Chinese

and languages of Western Europe weredertimken. The study of

15
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Hebrew and Arabic gained prominence during thendissance period.
Arabic scholars were noted for presenting a desonpf the organs of
speech and the mechanism for sound production.

Scholars whose contributions promoted the growtingtiistics during

the Renaissance period include Pierre,mdea Trigaukt, Galileo,
Copernicus and Kelper. Two schools ohought in the field of
philosophy that influenced linguistic stesli significantly were
Empiricism and Rationalism. The first heldhe view that all human
knowledge had its source in sense impression aechtpn of the mind

upon those impressions in the form of generalinatiwhile the second

held the view that human knowledge hdsl source in the truth
bfiman reason.

Towards the end of the 18th century a statememis made on
Historical relationship between Sanskrit, Greek lagith. The discovery

that languages could be compared with omethar marked the third
phase in th growth of |Ilinguistcs as a scienceand gave

pempatative philology or comparative grammar wthiaaimed the focus
of linguistic study in the 19th century.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

What was the most significant contribution df 8tudy of language in
India to the growth of linguistics?

3.5 Linguistics in the Late 18th and Early 19th Cetury

Linguistic studies blossomed during this pemoth research into the

other aspects of language study but particulartheénarea of historical

and comparative linguistics. Further reslear was conducted on
relationship between Sanskrit and European langudggian scholars

debated general linguistic theory with focustom tnature of the word

and meaning. Phonetic description comprisel processes of speech
production b) phonetic segments, and ¢) combinati@peech sounds

in  phonological structures. Indian lingsistidentified four parts of
speech-noun, verb, preposition and articl&erman linguists also
featured prominently during this period.Below is a list of
hiogatses from around the world and their contribos:

SN llinguists Contributions

Raymond Rask Developed the comparatived| an
(1787-1832) historical study of Indo-European
Jacob Grim (178§ lanrguage family

16
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1863)

Schlegel, F Author

(

pf  ‘On  the language dan
learning of the Indians’

and Oriental Philology in Germany’

Jacob Grimm Founder

of Germanic studies, published
a book on German grammar, and ay
of the famous Grimm’'s Law on §
shift.

Wilhelm von Humbold
(1767 — 1835)

I Authored abook on an raducti
general linguistics. His
language makes infinite use
means and that the grammar shoul
description of the

vievthat

processes that
that possible came to form the bpsis of

DUCTION TO LINGUISTEI

Franz Bopp Author of ‘The Sanskrit Caggtion

(1791-1867) System’ a comparative work| on
Sanskrit, Germanic Greek, Lagtin, and
Persian.

Benfey Author of [ “The history of lingtiss

thor
ound

n to
a
of finite
be a

make

language (1861)

Chomsky’'s famous modern generative
grammar.

Schleicher A Author of several books historical

(1821-1868) linguistics and linguistic thedre.g.
‘Compendium of the compardtive
grammar of the Indo-Germanjc
languages’ (1861)

Max Muller Made popular comparative studies
through his lectures on the Scignce of

G. Curtis He

was

a philologist known fohis
(1879) which was one of the first wo

to reconcile comparative grammar w

work on Principles of Greek Etymolagy

ks
ith

classical philology

Sources: Ajiboye (1999: 231), Saussure (1991: 1-5)

3.6 Linguistics in the 20th Century

17



LIN 111 INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTICS |

This period can be said to have witnessed the rggmee of the era of
modern linguistics. Linguistic theories formethe focus in Europe and
America, and were tested on language around thiel wor

Among the several notable linguists of this periaay of them featured
prominently, Ferdinard de Saussure (1857-19485 Noam Chomsky
(1957).

Ferdinard de Saussure was a Swiss scholar oftemmadfto as the father

of modern linguistics. He is famous for his bookiathis a collection of

his lectures on linguistic theory titled Courslidguistiqgue generale (A

course in General Linguistics). In particularuSsure is credited with
developing the linguistic theory of structuralidrte is also known for

his distinction between language as languel @arole. For Saussure,
langue is‘a storehouse’ of grammatical fornesllectively owned by
speakers of a language, residing in the braimot speaker. Parole on

the other hand, is the part of language that resfligs variant nature, and

is not accounted for in linguistic descriptiomuSsure’s theory formed

the basis for traditional or classicajrammar. Thereafter, notable
linguists who emerged with their versions ohgliistic theory include
Henry Sweet and Firth in Britain, Blofeid, Bloch, Fries,
Baglis, Harris, Hockett, Nida and Boas, Pike fthe United State:
Aimerica. Their theories replaced traditiongtammar and established
structuralism.

By 1957, Noam Chomsky emerged with his linguidtedry which he

defined as being concerned with the granuaktisystem of an ideal
speaker-listener in a homogenous speedmmunity. For him, the
object of study is the speaker’s knowledge of leislanguage which he

refers to as competence. Like Saussure, he makissrection between

language as knowledge that resides in the braintaiadtual use which

he refers to as performance. Chomsky’s work astadal generativism

as a theoretical approach. Theories based oappi®ach include the
standard theory, extended standard theoggnerative grammar,
government and binding (1981), minimalist theor§98), x-bar theory;

others are autosegmental phonology by @uitds 1976, and lexical
phonology by Kiparsky 1982.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

What formed the object of study for modern lingas?

3.7 Linguistics in Nigeria

18
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The growth of linguistics in places like Europediln and the United
States of America as briefly describeth the preceding sections far

outweighs linguistic efforts in Nigeria. deed, there is no record of
linguistic research in Nigeria before the late 18th cenifire earliest

recorded linguistic efforts are in the late 19th and early 20th centuries led

mostly by missionaries. With about 510 language&ap, most of the

languages do not have written forms. As a rethdt, concentration of

early linguistic efforts was on developing adihaphies. It is reported

that the first Nigerian language samplesere collected by the
Portuguese around 1600, but more detailsthldy of some African
languages was published in 1812. The work dedwocabularies for

six Nigerian languages-Hausa, Kanuri, Fulalgbo, ljaw, and Ibibio.

Apart from Yoruba which had a Nigerian, SamuelyAfarowther work

on the language, other linguistic worke/ere conducted by non-
Nigerians in the early period of linguistics in Krga. In the 1840s, the

Scottish Presbyterian mission at Calabar workeBfdn the Methodist

and Roman Catholic mission worked on ruba and Igbo. Notable
among individuals who carried out lindgieis work on Nigerian
languages are Clapperton between 1824-18&twdich in 1819,
Hannah Kilham, Raban, Baudin in 1884, WestermaewegRend Wood

on Yoruba; Mignod in 1914 and Schon in 1844 on ldaaad Abraham

between 1934 -1949 on Hausa and ldoma. Linguistdtiess in Nigeria

blossomed with the establishment of the firdlniversity at Ibadan in
1948. The first generation of academimnguists who researched on
Nigerian languages were non-Nigerians, thaycluded William
Welmers, Robert Armstrong and Kay Williamson. Thayturn trained

the first group of Nigerian linguists who haveoalsained others. They

include Ayo Bamgbose, Oladele Awobuluyi whoorked on Yoruba;

and Ben Elugbe who worked on Edoidnglages. The main focus
among other linguistic research interests has madahe description of

Nigerian languages. Currently, less thame-third of 510 Nigerian
languages have their orthographies.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5

What aspect of language formed the doaf study for linguists in
Nigeria?

3.8 Aim and Relevance of Linguistics

Linguistics takes as data all human languagesosling to Saussure
(1991: 6-7), the aims of linguistics are as follows

*To describe all known languages and record thastory. This

involves tracing the  history of languagéamilies and, as far as
possible, reconstructing the parent language df &anily;
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 To determine the forces operating permanentlyusnikrsally in all
languages, and to formulate general lawshich account for

phrticular linguistic phenomena historically atésist
* To delimit and define linguistics itself.

As noted earlier, linguistics itself has close atieins with several other
disciplines through provision of data vice versam$times, the line of
demarcation is not so clear. For example, aptiogy is a discipline

which studies humans, and it utilizes linguistictéaas part of its data on

humans, hence anthropological linguistickanguage is a social
phenomenon, and sociology as the study focial behaviour
limitizéstic facts, hence sociolinguistics. The velece of linguistics lies

in the fact that language, its object of study 1&ery important factor in

the lives of individuals and societies. As a redurguistic enquiries are

of interest to several disciplines that study husreamd their societies.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Linguistics is unique as a discipline becauset@apts to study a social
phenomenon like human language from a stientperspective. It is
also unique because it has forged close relatipsistith several other
disciplines to the extent that the line of demaocais often not so clear.

5.0 SUMMARY

The term, ‘linguistics’ came into use in the 19th century. Linguistics has

its origins in the philosophical studies ofdaage beginning with the
Greeks, Romans, on to European languages, Indfarebeeaching the

United States of America. Linguistics evolved asiance in phases. In

the first phase of its growth, focus was on pipsge grammar based

on logic. The second phase of its growth was cheamaed by the study

of language froma philological perspectiven the third phase, focus
was on historical and comparative grammarThe  focus  for
hmguestics as the discipline grew in Europand America was on the
development of linguistic theories.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. ‘Linguistics passed through at least threeasph before arriving
at its main object of study’ Discuss by identifyitng phases and
significant events that characterized each phase.
2.What was the role of the Alexandriaand Stoic schools of
thought on the growth of linguistics?
3. Linguistics has relationships with severaheotdisciplines. List
five of such disciplines and describe the relatigm®f linguistics
with each of the disciplines.
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4. Compare and contrast the focus of linguistidsunope with that
of Nigeria.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Ajiboye, O. (1999) ‘History of Linguis8t in Introduction to
Linguistics., Ore Yusuf (ed.)

Saussure, F. (1991). Course in General Linguistics.

Bloomfield, L. (1984). Language. Chicago: nikersity of Chicago
Press.

UNIT 3 THE NATURE OF HUMAN LANGUAGE
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Human language is specie-specific because it guenio human beings.
While it is true that some animals have the 8hib convey messages,
they are, however, limited and not as creativeussdm speech.

The nature of human language is so complex, y&ioerharacteristics

are noted to be common to all human languaggsulfvere to listen

first to English being spoken, then Yoruba, Hausa, Igbo
Bnadmlg, Loka, French and Bekwarra, it llwiappear to you tha
gteeam of sounds used in word and  seatendormation  were
tbtenent from one another. However, lisjs have observed that
despite their apparent differences, these languames several features

in common. These common characteristicenstitute the nature of
human language and they are called linguisiniversals orthe basic
characteristics of human language. Language umilgease the outcome

of the discovery that languages have certain csjpecommon while

other aspects are unique to specific languages.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

» describe the nature of human language
* explain language universals.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Basic Characteristics of Human Language

We know  that language IS unigue  to mans, therefore
meaner exist, you will  find language. IthAugh languages diffe
terms of sounds, grammar there a numbierclmaracteristics that are
common to all languages:
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* Al languages are equal. There are no inferimnguages, all

languages have the capacity to exprdssm simple to complex
ideas. Their vocabulary can be extended to dwclunew words for
new concepts.

* All  languages change over time. No language fatic,s all
languages are dynamic unless they are not beedinslaily social
interaction. Languages change because nelsas emerge, and
language is the vehicle used to express such itieagever, certain
aspects of language change more frequenthan others such as
vocabulary versus grammar.

* All languages have an arbitrary relationship between sounds and

meanings. Thereisno one to one correspondendeetween sounds
and meaning in any language. Even feign language, the
relationship between the sign and its meaning istimarbitrary.

* All languages have a finite set of sounds. Languages use between

10 and 70 meaningful sounds. Although human beang€apable of

making thousands of noises, only vergwf of them constitute
meaningful sounds used in speech. These speestisare shared

by several languages. For example, almastery language has
sounds produced by the lower lip touching thesuppeth as in /f/

and /v/, but nolanguage uses any sound produgcethe upper lip

touching the Ilower teeth. These meaningfsound segments are
combined to form words which are combined to foamtences. The

sound segments that create distinctiveness inrtieaning of words

are technically referred to as “phonemes”. For eedamn English /

p, b, t,d, kK, g,li, a, e ul etc are meaningfuints.

I. pan vs ban
ii. ten vsden
lii. kate vs gate

In (i),/p/ and /b/ are the soundsthatkena a difference in the
meaning of the two words. In (i) itis /t/ afdl, while it is /k/
and /g/ in (iii).

* All  languages have consonant and vowel sounds. The nhuma

language comprises discreet sound segments callesdnants (C)

and vowels (V). It is the combination of these amants and vowels

that form words. Consonants are the sounds thatredce with a

disturbance of the air tract in our mouth like bpt, d, k, m,n, ,s,

z, f, v/ etc. In the production of these sounds wdlfeel that there

is no free flow of the air from you mouth. Whereas i
the
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production of vowel soundsthere is no aludion of air. The air
flows out freely as in /a, e, i, 0, u/.

* Al languages have grammars. They contain rules tbe same

purpose: to produce grammatically corresentences in that
language. The grammatical categories are alsoasimithat nouns

and verbs are found in all Ilanguagesiowever, they may
bgpressed more differently from one lagg to another. An
element could be a noun in one language, and aivermother. In

addition many languages have verbs thauldvo be considered as
adjectives in other languages.

* Al languages make gender distinctions. Languagesectrefl

universal semantic features of male oemdle, human or animate
distinctions.

* Al languages have a way of making statemendgiestions,
commands, negation, and time. Every language hdset traditional
functions of making declarative, interrogat imperative,
exclamatory sentences, and contrary of statemantsegating such
statements. Languages have different ways of faymegations.

* Human languages have ways of indicating the case relationship

between the nouns and verbs.In every humaranguage, once a
verb has been located in a sentence, a numbeesfigns may arise

about verb. Questions like: Who is doing it? Whaewat is it being

done to? Where and when is it being done? Whatigyhused to do

it? And more other questions, depending onythe t a verb is. The
relationship that a nounhasto a verb isentence, based on this

type of information, is called case. s€a is Iimportant in
ktragghywhat is going on in sentences.

Different languages use different methods showing case like word
order, special morphemes attached to theuns, prepositions and
postpositions (come after the nouns). English pnegositions just like

Ibibio, while a language like Navajo has position.

English Ibibio Novajo

Gate usung porta

To the gate ké Usung portae

By the gate mf] k Usung porta

e Human languages have a means of indicating tiese and

aspect of the verb. Tense refers to the time arstate of an event.
Tense is the reference of action to the time ik folace, while aspect
refers to its frequency, duration and ether or not it ha
bempleted. Some languages prefer one than the att the ways
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chosen to indicate them in speech wariting will reflect this
preference.

The perception of time and duration also vary fame language
to another. Many Ilanguages add morphemtes the verb to
indicate tense or aspect like French.

Although, English has a past tense verb (ugual), it has no

future conjugation and conveysthe same rinddion either by
placing the auxiliary verb “will” beforeh¢ main verb, or by
using the present tense and a time word as in ‘Mthar comes

tomorrow’.

* Human languages have ways of combining simple sentences into
complex ones. Human languages have differenstructures. These
different structures are achieved by combiningedéht main clauses
and subordinate clauses into complex csiras like compound
sentence, complex sentence, multiple seatenand compound-
complex sentence. The characteristics may bee mbian these, but
these are the common features of human language.

* All languages can be learned. Any child, regardless of geographical

location, ethnic background, has the capacityedm any language
to which he or she is exposed.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Can you identify these characteristics in your laage? lllustrate with
examples.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, we have discussed about the natuddbasic characteristics
of human language. These features are commoaoallttanguages while
the specifics of how they work may differ from larage to language.

5.0 SUMMARY

Human language is complex, but despite this conitgléxey still share

some features in common. All human languages sawrds, although

these sounds may be structured differenthsethtaon the phonological
rule of a specific language. Features of commanisasot only limited

to sounds alone, they are applicable &l Ilinguistic levels like
morphology, syntax, semantics and pragmatics. To@senon features

in human language are referred to as “linguistivensals”.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

List and explain the basic features in your lamggunat are common to
all other languages in the world. Support your arswith examples.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, you learned about the natwfe language and features

that are common to all languages. In this unit, yaulearn about sign

language asa means of communication aod it is different from
natural human language (i.e. spoken oral odanguage). Like human
language, there isnoone to one relationskiwden the sign and its
meaning. You will also learn about the elememh® osign; the history

and varieties of sign language; the relationshigvéen sign and spoken

language; and the people who communicdteough this medium.
Misconceptions about sign languages will also keudised.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

» define sign language

* enumerate the elements of a sign

* explain how sign language is different from oral or spoken language
« distinguish between alternate and primary sign language

» trace the history of sign language and identify its varieties

* review the misconceptions about sign language.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Definitions of Sign Language

Riekehof (1987:9) defines a sign language “A language that uses
manual symbols to represent ideas and concepts.t€ha is generally
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used to describe the language used by deaf peopleich both manual
signs and finger spelling are employed”.

Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia defines a sigglege as a “language

which uses manual communication, body glage and lip patterns
instead of sound to convey meaning by simultangarshbining hand

shapes, orientation and movement of the hands, @rimsdy, and facial

expressions to express a speaker's thoughts fluidly

In other words, sign language makes use ofrdifite hand shapes (i.e.
shapes of the hand), hands and arms movementsgestiyes as well

as facial expressions to convey the usdeglings, thoughts, desires,
intentions, aspirations, etc. People who malse of sign language to
communicate are called Signers.

From the foregoing, the elements of a sigre Hand shape (or Hand
form), Orientation (or Palm Orientation),odation (or Place of
Articulation), Movement, and Non-manual naae (or Facial
Expression). These elements are summarized irctbeyan HOLME:

* H — Handshapes or Handforms

» — Orientation or Palm orientation

» L — Location or place of articulation

* M — Movement

E — Expressions of the facial (facial expres¥ions non-manual
markers

On their own, the HOLME elements or sigase meaningless units.
These meaningless units were formerly ledalcheremes (similar to
phonemes — the smallest units of speech used tdtidiguish one word or
morpheme from another in spoken language). Sigyukiges organize

these cheremes into meaningful semantinits,u just like spoken
languages organize phonemes into words. Also, treual alphabet or
fingerspelling, (i.e. the use of the hand or [hangositions] to represent

or indicate the letters of the alphabet and numbgies vital component

of sign language.

In linguistic terms, sign languages aras rich and complex &
apgken language, despite the common misconceipiabithey are not

“real languages”. Linguists have studied many sagiguages and found

them to have every linguistic component reqlicebe considered as

true languages. Proof of the mature tustaof sign languages ce
fmund in the growing body of sign langeag poetry, and othe
perfermances. Indeed, the poetic mechanisms alatialsigning poets

are not all available to a speaking poet. This Egguage mechanisms
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offer new, exciting and more rewarding ways fpoems to reach and
move audiences.

Sign languages commonly develop in deaf comitmesrand are used
primarily by the deaf, dumb, or partially deaf, peo who have speech
impairments or Aphasia (i.e. loss of the abiidgy speak or understand
spoken language), by friends and family membetkeaxe set of people,

and by interpreters.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. What are the elements of a sign language?

2. What is the full meaning of the acronym HOLME?

3. What is a chereme and how is it similar to angimoee?

4. Who is a signer?

5. Is sign language a simplified form of an oralgaage?

6. What explanation can you give to support yosmaar above?

3.2 Alternate and Primary Sign Language

The earlier view of a sign language as a limitddsgestures used in

place of a ‘real’ language is close to what ig/echnically known as

an alternate sign language. Yule (1996:202ndsfan alternate sign
language as “a system of gestures developgdspeakers for limited
communication in a specific context wherspeech cannot be used”.
Consider the mode of communication between the chaster and the
choristers during a choral performance, or thedemnof communication
inside aradio or television studio during a redemy session. These are
examples of alternate sign language, and excepisttrs are deaf/dumb,

they usually have a spoken language as theiddingiuage. In contrast,

a primary sign language is the first language gfoup that does not

have access to a spoken language

3.3 Simultaneity in Sign Language, Speed, Motion anForce
of Sign

Sign languages exploit the wunique featuref the visual-gestural
medium. Oral language is linear — onlgne sound can be made or
received at a time. Sign language, on the othed,harvisual; hence a

whole scene canbe taken inat once. Infoomaian be loaded onto

several channels and expressed simultaneou#lg an illustration, in

spoken English one could utter the @hra “I drove here”. To add
information about the drive, one would have to makenger phrase or

even add a second phrase, such as, “I drove herg alwinding road,”
or “I drove here. It was a nice éiv However, in sign

lafayozagon about the shape ofthe road er tipleasing nature of the
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drive can be conveyed simultaneously with the v@rilge’ by inflecting

the motion ofthe hand, or by taking advantagienon-manual signals

such as body posture and facial expressiorthat same time that the
verb ‘drive’ is being signed. Therefore, whereaspoken English the

phrase “ldrove here and it was very pleasaistlonger than “I drove

here”, in sign language the two may be the sangghefwikipedia, the

free encyclopedia, 2007). This unique featud simultaneity in sign
language is not available in oral leage, where the sounc
tlanprise  words are mostly sequential, hwitthe exception of
suprasegmental (or autosegmental) features sutbres stress, vowel

harmony, etc.

A sSgn can be made slowly or with speedt can be static
orotidigve it can be made gently or wiforce. All these element
arecial in signing as they help to portray the | foéaning of a message.

In terms of speed, the sign “hurry” is moved m@@dly when one is

saying “Hurry, we’re leaving now”, than wheane is saying “Don't
hurry, we have plenty of time”. With regardséode and motion, for

instance, you may indicate your love for pgrson by gently crossing
your hands over your chest or you may indicatstronger feeling by

clasping the hands more tightly to the chest amth @dding a rocking

motion. The sign for  “require” becomes frftEnd” when  made
foarible. The faster and more forcible the <igrhe stronger the facial
expression, the stronger the feeling(s) intendeek@hof 1987).

3.4 History of Sign Language

The recorded history of sign language in Westearesp extends from

the 16th century. In 1755, Abbé de I'Epée fountieditst public school

for deaf chidren in Paris with LaurentClerc as its mos
tpaduege. After his graduation, Laurent Clerc werthe United States

with Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet to found the Amaeri&thool for the

deaf in Hartford, Connecticut. Gallaudet's son, &diaMiner Gallaudet

founded the firstcollege forthe deafin 18&id in 1864 this school

became Gallaudet University, located in Washingid,. This was the

first Liberal Arts school for the advadceeducation of the dec
badl-ofhearing, and is still the world's only iversity in  which
pllogrammes and services are specifically designaddommodate deaf

and hard-of-hearing students. The universitp named after Thomas
Hopkins Gallaudet, a notable figure in the advarer@mf education for

the deaf.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. When and where did signing start?

2. Who founded the American School for the deaf?
3. Where is Gallaudet University and who found&d it
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4. Distinguish between an alternate and primany kigguage.

3.5 Varieties of Sign Language

There isan International Sign Language (dsones called Gestuno)
that transcends national borders and Iwhics often used during
international deaf events such as the Deaflym(@tgmpic Games for

the Deaf) and meetings of the World Federatioefeaf. But, there

is nothing like a universal sign language. Wher@oenmunities of deaf

people exist, sign languages develop. s€guently, various signed
"modes” of spoken languages have beervelogged, such as Signed
English, Adamorobe Sign Language (Ghana), Warl@ign Language
(Australia), just as there are varieties of spaked written language. As

a matter of fact, hundreds of sign languages ad asound the world

and are at the core of local deaf commemitultures. Although sign
language is used in many countries, each has gmcklts own system,

which has been standardized to some extentthmse countries. It also
appears that most sign languages are named adtlrcthlity, country or

geographic region where they are used. Soméhest sign languages

have obtained some form of legal or officedagnition, while others

have no official status at all.

Sign language differs from one geographic regioarntother. However,

when people who use different sign languages,mmegtmunication is

significantly easier than when people dfifferent spoken languages
meet. Sign language, in this respect, gives atoems international deaf

community. But, many different sign languagegist that are mostly
mutually unintelligible. For example, Bsii Sign Language and
American Sign Language are quite different and adiytwnintelligible,

even though British and American spokdanglish are mutually
intelligible.

The two most popular and highly develbp sign languages are
American Sign Language (ASL) (also known as Amesiaual British

Sign Language (BSL). ASL is considered te the most refined and
complete sign systemin the world and it igdus®stly in the United

States of America and Canada. Nigeriao tadopts American Sign
Language as its official sign language. Bmit8gn Language, on the

other hand, is used mainly in the United Kingdorthed sign language

varieties include Australian Aboriginal sign langes, Kata Kolok sign

language in Bali (Indonesia), Adamorobe sigmglage in Ghana and
Yucatec Maya sign language in Mexico. Just as eveallanguage has

regional varieties or dialects, each dhe sign languages mentioned
above also has its regional varieties.
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Generally, each spoken language has ign slanguage counterpart
inasmuch as each linguistic population will camdeaf members who

will generate a sign language, though this sigguage does not depend

on the spoken language. Just as geographicaltaral forces isolate
populations and lead to the generation of differ and distinct spoken
languages or language Vvarieties, the safoeces operate on sign
languages to produce geographic/regional varietiekch may or may

not be coterminous with local varieties of orabpoken languages. This

occurs even though sign languages have no diratioreto the spoken

languages of the lands in which they arise. Howes@ne geographic

regions sharing a spoken language may haweltiple unrelated sign
languages.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Mention two varieties of Sign language that ixoaw.
2. What is Gestuno?
3. Which Sign Language variety has official recaigniin Nigeria?

3.6 Misconceptions about Sign Language

There are several misconceptions about sign laggwhaich need to be
clarified.

One common misconception is that sigmnglage is pantomim
(aethod of performing using only actionand not words). Sign

languages are definitely not pantomime.athBr, signs are largely

arbitrary, with no necessary or direatisual relationship to their
referents, much as most of spoken language isnorhatopoeic. Sign

languages have complex grammars of their ,o0and can be used to
discuss any topic, from the simple and concretbadofty and abstract.

This would not be possible if it were pantomime.

Another misconception is that sign languages acenehow dependent
on spoken languages. That is, that they are sdakegnages spelled out
in gesture. Sign language is independent of splakeyuage; it is not a
visual/gestural rendition or simplified versionapoken language. The

use of fingerspelling was once taken as evidereesign languages are
simplified versions of spoken languagedput this is not the

Easgerspelling is merely one tool amongnany other tools use
fagning.

People tend to believe that speakers of the saatéaoguage will use
the same sign language. Or that deaf and/or haheaxing people from
the same community (where the same languagmker) will use the
same sign language. But, this is often not the.c@sentries which use
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the same or similar oral language throughout mas ih&o or more sign
languages; whereas an area that contains moretieaspoken language

might use only one sign language. For exampleisBrSign Language

and American Sign Language are quiteffe@int and mutually
unintelligible, even though the hearing peopéBritain and America
both speak English language.

Yet another misconception is that sigianguages were invented by
hearing people. Hearing teachers of desdhools, such as Thomas
Hopkins Gallaudet, are often incorrectly referreés inventors of sign

language. However, this claim has noeerb substantiated. Sign
languages are normally generated by tdeaf, dumb, and hard-of-
hearing people.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

1. Is sign language the same as pantomime?
2. Does sign language depend on oral language?
3. Who invented sign language?

3.7Uses of Sign in Hearing Communities: Gestures and
Home Signs

Gesture is a typical component of spokeangllages. More elaborate
systems of manual communication have developeditoations where

speech is not practical or permitted, such as duforal performances,
television/radio recording studios, football gapgeup/game hunting,

etc. In Football for instance, the referees usmidd but defined set of

signs (and the whistle) to communicate theaisions to the players.
Recently, especially in the United States, theseldggen a movement to

teach and encourage the use of sign languageadthers and non-deaf

but hard-of-hearing children before they leartatl. This is typically

referred to as Baby Sign.

Sign systems are sometimes developed inwitla single family. For
instance, when hearing parents with no sign languagills have a deaf

child, an informal system of signs willhaturally develop, unless
repressed by the parents. The term forsethenini-languages is home
sign (sometimes homesign or kitchen sign). Homeign arises due to
the absence of any other way to communicM#éthin  the span of a
single lifetime and without the support or feedbatk community, the

child is forced to invent signals to facilitatdhetmeeting of his or her
communication needs. Although this kindf ystem is grossly
inadequate for the intellectual developmewnf a child and comes
nowhere near meeting the standards linguists udedcribe a complete

language, it is undoubtedly a common practice.
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3.8 Sign Language and Writing

Sign language differs from oral language in refation to writing. The
phonemic  systems of oral languages arprimarily  sequential
hineldor that is, the majority of phonemes are poadiin a sequence one

after another, although many languages also haveseguential aspects

(example stress, tone, etc). As a aumace, traditional phonemic
writing  systems are also sequential, wittat bet diacritics (i.e.
extmdvols placed above and/or below the lettere@btphabet) for non-

sequential aspects such as stress and tone andhamweny.

Sign languages have a higher non-sequentaimponent, with many
“cheremes” produced simultaneously. For exampd@ssmay involve

fingers, hands, and face moving simultaneouslpodin hands moving

in different directions at the same time. Tradiibwriting systems are

not designed to deal with this level of complexity.

Partially because of this, sign languages are fben ovritten. Most deaf

signers read and write the oral language of tleintry. However, there

have  been  several attempts at  developingcripts  for  sign
Enegmgbave included both “phonetic” systemdjicv can be used for
any sign language, and “phonemic” systemschwhare designed for
specific sign languages. Examples of phonetic ingrisystem for sign

languages are SignWriting and the HambulNptational System,
popularly referred to as HamNoSys. An example pf@anemic writing

system for sign language was used WYiliam Stokoe in his
Dé&tonary of American Sign Language. This was sjpadly designed

for ASL.

Sign writing systems like SignWriting and HamNo$3ys pictographic,

being conventionalized pictures of the handlsce, and body; others,
such as the Stokoe notation, are more iconikdgtased letters of the

Latin alphabet and Arabic numerals to indicatehlthndshapes used in
fingerspelling, such as 'A' for a closed fist,f@8' a flat hand, and '5' for

a spread hand, but non-alphabetic symbols fotimtand movement,

such as '[]' for the trunk of the body, 'x' for taxt, and ' for an upward
movement. Lloyd Anderson has gone furthed a attempted to write
American Sign Language using only the Latin algtabut he has not
published his work yet. David J. Peterson has a@mpted to create a

phonetic transcription system for signing that 8Q\l-friendly known

as the Sign Language International Phonetic Alph¢gkidPA).

Sign writing, being pictographic, is abldo represent simultaneous

elements in a single sign. The Stokoe motaton the other hand, is
sequential, with a conventionalized order of a syinfitr the location of
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the sign, then one for the hand shape, and fioady (or more) for the

movement. The orientation of the hand iglicated with an optional
diacritic before the hand shape. Whewo t movements occur
simultaneously, they are written one atoge thother; when sequential,
they are written one after the other. NeitherStakoe nor HamNoSys

scripts are designed to represent facexpressions or non-manual
movements, both of which SignWriting accommodatesly, although

this is being gradually corrected in HamNoSys.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5

1. What types of writing systems have been deweldpr writing
sign languages?

2. Distinguish  between a phonetic and p@honemic sign writing
system.

3. Provide the full meaning of HamNoSys.

4. Which sign language writing systems are phoratetwhich are
phonemic?

4.0 CONCLUSION

Sign language users or signers employ maribahd and arm), body

and facial movements or gestures (andt rsounds) to express
themselves. Sign languages are not simplifiechdonf oral or spoken

languages and do not depend on spoken languaigieeir  existence.

They are fully developed and complex languagebkeir bwn right and

are used by deaf, hard-of-hearing and evemma hearing people to
discuss both mundane and abstract concepts tieflgc as well as In

poetry. There are different varieties aofign languages which are
mutually unintelligible; speakers of the same tanjuage can utilize or

“speak” different sign languages and some geogcagigions sharing a

spoken language may have multiple uredlatsign languages. It is
possible to write  down sign languages using speciing systems or

scripts. Sign language was not invented by peofpilelvearing abilities,

rather it developed as a natural comsece of the communication
needs of the dumb, deaf, and partially deaf.

Officially, Nigeria has adopted the American Siggnguage. Interested
parties (e.g. the dumb, deaf, partially afdeas well as sign language
teachers) are formally taught using ASL.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this wunit, we have provided the ameg of sign language and
enumerated the elements of a sign. We have adsotke categories of
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people who can make use of sign languages. Téworeship between

oral and sign language has also beerplored, the  history o
Kgguage has been sketched and the magoeties of sign language
have been identified.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What do you understand by Sign Language?

2. Mention and explain the elements of sign languag

3.What is the relationship between siganguage and oral
language?

4. Mention the common misconceptions about language

5. Mention at least four varieties of sign language
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the previous unit (unit 4) we took a loaktthe nature of (human)
language. We discussed on the features that amnoorno all (human)
languages regardless of their geographical localtothis unit, we will

examine what we already know about human language the last unit

in contrast with animal talk.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

« explain the differences in the linguistic performance of humahs an

animals
e discuss using results of various findings the capacity of &tma

communicate through spoken or sign language
« analyse the behavioural pattern of animals to speech.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Human Language versus Animal Communication

Language is one of the most important possessidmsnosans; as such

humans have been referred to as “thking animal” that is homo
loquens. The label homo sapiens was first tseefer to humans by
Linnaeus in his classification of the animkihngdom. The criteria on
which Linnaeus’ system was built were naturallygbal in character,

but in the area ofintelligence, humans wergesor to animals. This
puts humans in a superior class of homo sapieséed homo loquens.
Humans spend a great deal of their time in comnatioic. They start to

do this during the first few years of life. Withdaeing conscious of it,

the entire activity of speech communicationéaslved to the extent

that neither the speaker nor the listener payataiteto the mechanics
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of the activity. The communication mechanism afnlan speech is so
complex and sophisticated, its speech forms, sireicorganization and
meaning make it different from that of animals.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

We all have children in our environments, and s@inus have pets in
our homes or neighbourhoods. In yourvirenment, compare
communication patterns of children with that of gy of your choice.

In your observation:

» Was there any relationship in the way the twacEgecommunicate?
* If there was, what was it?
» What do you think is the reason for the differesit

It is true that animals, like humans communicateg®bark, birds sing

and soon. The barking of the dog may indicat@nger in terms of an
intruder into the compound which could be a maarmther dog, or that

it is hungry. It achieves this through vocal noidech carries meaning.
However, humans do not communicate in the sameawanimals (like

a dog). Humans would normally communicate dangé&uager through
speech:

* “There’s a thief in the compound” or “Say, | am hungry”.

the

There is evidence that some animals like tldhimpanzee, parrot and

dolphin can covey stimulated responses simiar humans. However,
one must note that their speech forms are steredtyphuman speech

which is spoken to them repeatedly. Without hunaagliage input, no
animal can produce forms similar to that of hunarglage.

Several experiments have been carried out bytsi®to test whether
animals can perform competitively in language likeehumans. Some
of such experiments cover chimpanzee and otheradgim

3.1.1 Chimpanzee Experiment on Language Usage

In the early 19th century, Luella and Winthrop lkgll), raised an infant
chimpanzee called ‘Gua’ and a child so that Guadcbe taught how to

use human language. The chimpanzee was reported¢ounderstood
about a hundred words, but could not produce artlyese words.

In the same period Catherine and Keithayes brought
ahmtipanzee called Viki. They reared Viki in thieame for five years.

They treated it as if it was a human child. Its thouas shaped so that it
could produce some words correctly. With thesereffdiki was able to
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produce some words with very bad articulatiorisdoor articulation

can be attributed to the fact that animalscal structures are not as
sophisticated as that of human beings. They c&e mavide range of

vocal sounds, but it is not the same thing as spgak

The two experiments on ‘Gua’ and ‘Viki’ are prodifgt chimpanzees

can not match human speech behaviour. iBeatrand Allen Gardner
introduced another chimpanzee named ‘Washoe’ toulse of a version

of American Sign Language often used byvesl congenitally deaf
children as their natural first language. Washos magsed like a human

child in a comfortable domestic enviromme The Gardners were
assisted by research assistants. In a peobdthree and a half years,
Washoe was able to use more than a hundred watissfiresent signs.

The most interesting part of the experiment wak iNashoe was able

to combine some formsto produce sentendeseven invented some
forms to show creativeness. Washoe raeedn a larger number of

signs that it actually produced. It alswas able to handle ordinary
conversations in the form of question and answenébs.

Another chimpanzee named Sarah was brought byip Ann and David
Premack to use plastic shapes for the purposssnanunicating with

humans. These plastic shapes represented wordbs wdnild be used to

form sentences. ‘Sarah’s’ approach in sentencedtomwas different

from that of ‘Washoe'. Sarah was trainga link these shapes with
objects and actions. At the end, Sarah was alsleléat certain plastic

shapes to stand for objects like ‘apple’. It wanalble to produce some

sentences as well as understand complex sentenctuss.

A similar approach was used on another chimpaneaked ‘Lana’ by

Duane Rumbaugh on a Yerkish languagehe Twords in Yerkish
language was represented by a set of symbols ankepard connected

to a computer. When Lana needed someerwatt had to press four
symbols in a sequential order to produce the agessplease machine

give water'.

— 1 il O

Please machine give water

With these experiments Sarah and Lana exhibidities to use what
seemed like logographic codes and common structor@smmunicate.

Note that the symbols used by Sarah to represgettolas arbitrary as
there is no apparent connection betweea dhject and the symbol.
When Lana used a symbol “please”, it did not haMenbw the meaning
of the English word ‘please’ for it to choose ihéfe was no choice of
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replacing or omitting the symbol ‘pleasefor some other worc
ld@uld’ or total deletion as would have been dop@thuman speaker.

Herbert Terrace, a psychologist stronglygpposed the linguistic
achievement of Washoe, Sarah and Lana ughro his experiment on
‘Nim Chimsky’ another chimpanzee. ‘Nim Chimsky’ascoinage from

a popular linguists name “Noam Chomsky'who believed that
language is aninnate ability and is specieifipeblim’s experiment

was to disprove Noam Chomsky's theory ohate language ability.
‘Nim’ was taught American Sign Language under obsér classroom

conditions  with  painstaking records andidew coverage. Withir
pears Nim was reported to have produced a largdauof single-word

signs, developed two-word combinations anged them in the right
context. Nim's experiment showed that itonger utterances were
simply a stereotype production or repetition sidmpler structures, and

not an expansion into more complex f®rmas are done Db
boidaen. Also, Nim only seldomly usedign language to start
interaction with its teachers. The signs produmedlim were only in

response to the signs its instructors used.

Terrace, another scientist reinvestigated Waslauigities and argued

that both Nim and Washoe’'s use of nsiglanguage  were
sipiductions of their teachers’ signs, icwh were misinterpreted as
partaking in conversations. He concluded tlchimpanzees’ language
ability is not linguistic after all. Although theyre clever creatures, they

can only perform sophisticated ‘tricks’ ofataing to produce certain
behaviour in order to get some rewards.

3.2 Horse Experiment on Language Use

A German horse named “Clever Hans” was taught loousé hoofbeats

to solve arithmetical questions. Thisit agbkkby tapping its foot to
the letters of the alphabet. Though this surprmeeady, it was concluded
that Hans was only responding to subtle visual puegided by those
asking it questions.

3.3 Fish Experiment on Language Ability

Two Dolphins named “Buzz and Doris” were reporietidve a means

of sending signals to each other through opaaqueers on how they

could catch fish snacks. They both wused flashing light signa
pyessing a hand paddle to signal to each othert dfw@presence of fish.

On several attempts, they caught fish. This expartrahowed that their
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behaviour consisted of conditioned resppnsé the different light

signals.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Language is one of the unique feature§ humans that make
different from other animals. It is erpaps also one of the
humans are viewed as superior to animals. lustinat speech habit is

not only peculiarto human beings. Animakoaltalk, butthe speech
performance of animals is not as sophisticatetiasof humans. When

animals use human speech forms, it is a mere iontand stereotype of

what they hear fromthe humans. This supgrioin speech forms is
why humans are referred to as “talking animal” leorho loquens”

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have discussed the variousargents carried out by
different scholars on different animals in theieguto find out whether
animals have the same linguistic abilities as htaman

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Considering the experiments thus far conductetthe attempt of
different animalsin using human language, vibhat extent can
animals match humans in speech ability?
2. Explain the concept of superiority between hosmand animals
with regard to speech forms.
3.If you taughtyourdog to respondto somwerds of command
like sit, run, catch, jump etc, is that the same&ashing language
to humans? If yes, why, and if no, why not?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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UNIT 1 COMPETENCE AND PERFORMANCE
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In Module 1, we examined the nature of languagguistics and their
relationship. We also learned about the differetet&een human and

animal communication. In this Module, wehall discuss linguistic
knowledge asa unique characteristic of humanguistic knowledge
describes how humans create and use language.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
« explain linguistic knowledge

» define linguistic competence and performance
« explain the relationship between competence and performance.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.2 Linguistic Knowledge (Competence)

In language study, competence refers your knowledge of a
language(s). Many people have an adequate knowt#dge sounds of
English, but find it difficult to correctly produdee sounds. The lack of
one to one correspondence between what we knowhatwe produce
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is the reason you have pronunciations likdhampion” as /jampi n/,
/[sampiln/ or /amfi n/. The speaker may hattee knowledge of the

sounds involved in the correct pronunciation efstwords, but is not
able to pronounce them correctly.

Linguistic knowledge is the ability to recognizedkmthe elements that

constitute a language in terms of isurmsls (phonetics) combination
(phonology), words (morphology), word orde(syntax), meaning
(semantic), and its use (pragmatics). It is thisvidedge that makes you

a native speaker of a language.

Chomsky (1965:3) defines linguistic theory as fato

» Concerned primarily with an ideal speaker-listein a completely
homogenous speech community, who knows its kaagpgu perfectly
and is unaffected by such grammaticaliyrelevant conditions as
memory limitations, distractions, shifts of attemtiand interest, and
errors (random or characteristic) in applyings tknowledge of the
language in actual performance.

According to Chomsky, there is a fundaml distinction between
competence (the speaker-hearer's knowledgke his language) and

performance (the actual use of language in comcrgtuations). It is in

this sense that the concept of ‘native speaker’'esoimto play. A native

speaker is one who possesses both d¢engge and performance
capabilities in his/her language.

We will now examine the various aspectsf the speaker-hearer’s
knowledge. Please note that although ftsisdiscussed under several
labels, it does not imply that linguistic knedbe is segmented under

those labels in a speaker's brain. THabels are meant to he
usderstand the various components that constangubage.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Who is a native speaker?

3.1.1 Phonetic and Phonological Knowledge

Native speakers are expected to know the soundmsystthe language.
For example, a native speaker of English langubgeld know that /I/
and /r/ are sounds in English, and that they cakeraa difference in the
meaning of words, e.g.

* Light vs right
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*Fly vs fry

The native speaker should also know all nuanc&ngfish morphology
e.g. plural of “dog” is “dogs”, “foot” is “feet” amh “child” is “children”.

In the same way, a native speaker of a Nigeaonal language should
know that tone can make fora difference imnmeg of words e.gin
Ibibio obong can have four different meanings dejpenon tone:

e Obong - cane

* 6b ng: - chief
» 6bong: - mosquito
» 0bong: - name of a town

A native speaker of Ibibio language will be abledentify the different
meanings.

3.1.2 Morphological Knowledge

Morphological knowledge refers to native speakenvidedge of words

and word formation processes of the speaker’s Eggu-or example, a

native speaker of English will know that ‘un-’ aldble’ are bound and

free morphemes respectively and can be cawdbito form the word
‘unable’. He/she will also know the or building structures or
processes of English, and how sounds changemmoapheme when it
combines with another morpheme. For exampleEinglish “-S” isa
sound with three variants or different fornfallomorphs): /s/, /z/ and
lizl. 1t remains as S°, if the Ilast segment of the main orev
(moopheme) is a voiceless consonant (bat + aslslh as/z/ ifthe last
segment of the word ends with a voiced consonbag(+ s) /baegz/, and

as fizl if the last segment of a worddenwith sounds tha
mssirgdr a kind of friction (rose + s) /r uzilz/

3.1.3 Syntactic Knowledge
Syntactic knowledge refers to native &pea knowledge sentence

order and structure of a language. Foaample, a native speake
&hglish knows that English sentence structure felasvs:

» Determiner + Adjective + Noun (Det. + Adj. + N).
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For example,

The fair-complexioned lady
Det. + Adj. + N

Whereas in Yoruba language the reverse the case. In Yoruba
language, the structure is:

« Noun + Adjective (N + Adj)

For example:
Obinrin  pupa
N Adj

(Lady + fair-complexioned)

Syntactic knowledge also involves knowing ordepaits of a sentence

to achieve various types of meaning; roles thetdaests of a sentence

play in the state or event referred tby the sentence; andhere
#xpect gaps in a particular pattern. A wveati speaker's knowledge of
syntax albeit not formal includes knowledge of wolaksses or parts of

speech like noun, adjective, verb, adverb, pronetmof a language.

6.1.4 Semantic Knowledge

A native speaker’s knowledge of his or her languagkides semantic

knowledge that is, meaning of statements tteatrae based on rules

and definitions. For example, ‘The treee atmy food is semantically
false because the verb ‘eat’ requires an animdedto be true.

Semantic knowledge includes connotation and depatat a language.

For example, ‘She is a pig’. This teecee could refer to
(dgnotative) or it could refer to aenfale who shares certain
characteristics with a pig e.g. dirt (connotation).

Semantic knowledge also involves the knowing oép#ense relations
as synonymy, antonymy, hyponymy, homophony, homqmgatysemy,
metonymy and collocation.

6.1.5 Pragmatic Knowledge

Pragmatics is a continuum of semanticé/hile semantics refers to
statements that are true by Vvirtue offeed to rules and definitions,
pragmatics refers to ‘statements that are trueityevof the real world'.

For example, ‘I could eat a cow isemantically correct but
pragmatically, it has to be understood differebtgause no human can

eat a whole cow. The inference here is to the ntagd@iof this person’s
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hunger. The knowledge required to correctly urtdacsthis statement

involves the ability to knowthe meaning aobve and its relationship

with all the other components of the sentent@m@n, eat) within the
worldview of the native language speaker§he same statemer
ffanslated into another language with a different  worldvieway
natke pragmatic sense.

3.2 Linguistic Performance

According to Chomsky, performance refet® ‘the actual use of
language in concrete situations’. In corntras linguistic competence,
natural speech reflects many false startsyiaten from grammatical
rules and other variations. While a native speakay be competent in

his/her language, the speaker's performance® not the yardstick
toeasure his/her competence due to the me&solier mentioned. In
other words, there IS not necessarily ane- to one
betvespodenpetence and performance. According donSky this can

be as a result of memory limitations, distractiatsfts of attention and

interest, and errors (random or characteyistFor example, a native
speaker of English who knows that double negatwvesiot permissible

in English grammar, but uses them in his perforraaitou don’'t know

nothing’ performs a grammatical error.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

lllustrate Chomsky’s definition of perforn@ in contrast to
competence with two examples from your language.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit you have been introducetb linguistic knowledge
padormance. You have also learnt thahere is no one
oogespondence between competence and performaagaerson.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have discussed lingais competence as
bpaates-knowledge of his/her language, and pedana as the actual

use of that language. We examined the varioupooents that make

up linguistic knowledge: phonology, morptgf, syntax, semantics,
and pragmatics of a language. You also learredpgrformance does

not always match competence in a language for wamneasons.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What are the characteristics of a native sp@aker

2. What do you understand by linguistic competence?

3. Describe the various aspects of linguistic kiedge of a native
speaker.

4. Does competence always match with performantfeyes, why
and if no why not?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Competence and Performance:
http://pespmcl.vub.ac.be/ASC/Compet perfo.html

Linguistic Competence:
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3.4 Types of Speech Difficulties
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the previous unit, we discussed thdind®n of knowledge of a
language vis a viz performance. Also in Modulerit 1 we examined

some definitions of language given by various satspland in Module

1, unit 3 we explored the nature of human language. of the issues

for scientific study have been focused the nature of language, the
nature of the brain and the relationship betwhernwo (Fromkin et. al

2003:33). For more than 2000 years, it has beeni¢hethat the source

of language isthe brain, and that the knowledgdanguage we have
resides in the brain. This view led to the depeaient of the approach

that seeks to understand the nature of the baanh hind) through the

study of language. Thus, the study of the biolaiggmd neural aspects

of language is known as neurolinguistics.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

« explain the relationship between language and brain (and mind)
» mention the different functions of the brain
» discuss the importance of the brain to languagenpetence and

performance.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Language and Brain

In Module 1, we examined language in some detad.|0dked at some

definitions of language which describe nglaage as a means of
communication using symbols and sounds. When exagiihe nature

of language, we saw that these sounds were@migihe human race
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vis a viz the communication systems of other angpakies. Also, the

ability of humans to generate an unlimited nunmidesentences based

on certain rules is another unique ueat that suggests the active
involvement of the brain (and mind) in the prodoctof the language.

The brain plays a major role in the regulationlbbar body functions

and in the control of every kind of voluntary mowent that we make.

What makes speech a very special kind ofiviy is the fact that it
depends on the continuous use of a large invewtfanformation in our

brain about our language. All speech dependent on knowledge of
some given language; a fact which is accepted dgdmmon use of the

word tongue to refer to language, as in your ‘raptbngue’. Everyone

who speaks or listensto speech carries aroimhis cortex incredibly

large  chunks of information on his/her mottemgue from which he
extracts for use to speak and to comprehend speech.

According to Fry (1978:5) ‘the brain dictionaryari ordinary educated

and literate person is likely to contaientries numbered in tens of
thousands... forty thousand and maybe mor&his large dictionary

which exists in the brain is made upf the words we ar
edognice when we hear them, and of which wewktheir meanings

and usage.

3.2 The Brain

The brain is the most complex organ of the humatyb®he ability to
use language is located in the brain. The studlyeobrain mechanisms
and anatomy that supports linguistic competendegpanformance and
how it develops over time is called neurolingusstic

The brain controls several body functiomdich include movement,
mental process- thoughts, comprehension, andnitgartis a greatly

modified and enlarged anterior portion of the r@Emervous system. It

Is located under the skull and its surface 1soed by the cortex, also

known as ‘gray matter’ which is made up of apprately 10 billion

neurons (or nerve cells), glial cellsdamilions of nerve fibres that
connect them. The neurons in the cortex contra@vament, sensation,
consciousness, memory and other functionhey integrate sensory
information and direct motor responses, while tird gells support and

maintain the neuron active. Our knowledge of lagge resides in this

part of the brain.

Lateralisation of the Brain

Several experiments performed on the braiow that there are two
hemispheres, the right and the left hemispheres ekperiments show
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that the right brain functions in pattern matchiasks, recognition, and

spatial orientation. The left brain on the othemdheecognizes language,

rhythm, mathematical and logical analyseShis lateralisation of
functions is genetically and neurologicallyonditioned. Lateralisation
refers to any cognitive functions that are prinyadicalised to one side

of the brain or the other (From kin et al 2003}. #fithe brain is split,

written language passing through the trighemisphere cannot be
deciphered by the left hemisphere whereghe ability to

zgpegeehes.

Another experiment that was conducted to testuhetions of the two

hemispheres of the brain was Dichotic listenirg. isa technique that
uses the auditory signals to observe the respdrmsaghe two sides of

the brain. When subjects are asked to state whgttbard in each ear,

they more often report linguistic formswvo¢ds) in the right ear
aadverbal forms (music, sounds) in the left #axas concluded that

both hemispheres receive signals from both earfdmtthe evidence,

the left hemisphere is superior in receivingnd processing linguistic
information  while the right hemisphere is superior in receivi
pretessing nonverbal information.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1 What is lateralisation?
2 What is dichaotic listening?

3.1.1 Parts of the Brain

Human brain is divided into different parts basadlee functions they

perform. Basically, the brain consists of two tpathe left hemisphere

and the right hemisphere. Take a look at the dmgrabrain below, the

shaded areas are the cdtions for language functions: Broce
Wesnicke's area, somato motor control strip andiaie fasciculus.

Supplerentary hotor Contral Strip

Somato-sensary
motor area

coHey

Arciate fasciculus

Gentral sulcus )
Parietal Iohe

Vo alization ANGLIEE s
Dccipital loke

Broca's area

Frortal lobe

Wocalization region
of MOWOF Fe3  fesure
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Adopted from:
http://library.thinkquest.org/C0120760/themind/bchtml

The Broca’s Area is the anterior part of the brainor speech cortex. Its

name is coined after a French surgeon “PdBiloca” whose research
findings showed that damage to this past the brain can result to
difficulty in speech production. It wasfound that damage to the
corresponding area on the right hemigphewill not affect speech
production. It is accepted that languaddlity is located in the left
hemisphere of the brain; as such the Bsocatea is involved in the
production of speech.

Wernicke’'s Area is located at the posterior part of the  brain.
Bainicke, a German doctor researched and fothrat damage to this

part of the brain will cause speech comprehengitioudties. As such

this part of the brain is named after Carl Wernicke

Motor Control Strip (cortex) generally controls muscles movements of

the legs, arms, feet and face. The vocalizatiohgdar which is close to

the Broca’s area controls the articulation of spe@&tis finding was by

two neurosurgeons: Penfield and Roberts. They atgidoy applying

little electrical current to specific aread the brain, the areas where
electrical stimulation would interfere withnormal speech production
could be identified.

Arcuate Fasciculus provides the link betven Wernicke’s area and
Broca'’s area for adequate functioning of the briticomprises a bundle
of nerve fibres. It is one of Wernicke’s findings.

3.3 Localisation of the Brain

With these four vital components of the brdins certain to say that

specific functions of language ability are linkedspecific locations in

the brain, and this is called localmat view (Yule 2002:165). So,
damage to any part of the brain has repercus&ongrious parts of

our body. Some of the speech erromslated to malfunctioning of
language ability are: malapropisms, spoonerismspha

3.4 Types of Speech Difficulties
3.4.1 Malapropisms

Researchers have observed that languagers u sometimes find it
difficult to get the brain and speech productionvbrk in consonance.

Articulation difficulties like this have been traced to the way our
linguistic knowledge is organised withithe brain. There are also
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moments when a speaker is at want to expressiaytartsituation. The

speaker may faintly get the picture of what hefslants to say, but the

words simply refuse to surface. Whilst in otheuaiions, words easily

come tothe mind of the speaker. As with a bdatfssome words in

the mind are more easily retrieved than othéute (2002:166) argues

that when we make mistakes with these wortiere are often strong
phonological similarites between the targavord and the wrongly
produced word. For example, a man was meant g “Isaill _consult

you” but rather say “l will_insult you”. You cars that ‘consult’ and

‘insult’ have phonological similarities in termgsyllable structure and

rhythm. These types of mistakes are often refdoesd malapropisms.

It is named after a character calleMrs. Malaprop’ in a
[(Bheridbp’ who consistently produced ‘nedsses’ for words, with
interesting comic effect.

Spoonerism is a similar type of error as malapropisi. This often results

from mixed expressions or word reversals, for eXlangerfiticate

for ‘certificate’,  and aks for ‘askhis is otherwise called the

“slip of tongue or spoonerism”; named after Revllm A. Spooner,

an Anglican Clergyman at f(oxd University, who was knowi
fongue slips. Other examples are

» “Sons of the soil” for “tons of the soil”

* “You have hissed all my mystery lectures” for “You have misskd al
my mystery lectures”

 “Tup of tea” for “cup of tea”

* “The most highly played payer” for “The most highly paid player”

*“Loop before you leak” for “Look before you leap” (¥ul2002:
167).

These errors are attributed to the pSsliof the brain as |

triganise linguistic messages.
SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

List examples of slips of the tongue by someoym know alongside
with their correct pronunciation.

3.4.2 Aphasia

Aphasia IS a problem with language pohidn and
wdniopregsuitionm severe brain disorder. It is defl as an impairment

of language function due to damage to loedlserebral cortex. This
damage causes difficulty in understandingand in producing
tmeeghlhe most common causes of aphasia are usenjries on the
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head either by violence or accidentsiroke, brain disease (like
dementia). Yule (2002: 168) mentions three tygfephasia:

» Broca’s Aphasia involves speech problems such as reduced amount

of speech, articulation that is slow, distorteghd with some effort,
and impaired syntax. The comprehension of Brogat'sia patients

iIs usually better than their productionThe sentences are
characterized by omission of functional orphemes like
prepositions, articles, and inflections. Foexample, Mary clothes
wear and have breakfast.

* Wernicke’s Aphasia describes a language disordemt tshows
difficulty in auditory comprehension. Patie suffering from
Wernicke’'s aphasia produce fluent speech, bahich makes little
meaning. They find it difficult to find the correafrds, for example,
1 cant talk of all the things | do, andpart of the oart | cat
gliight, but | cant tell from other people..” (Yuk®902: 168).

» Conduction Aphasia is not as common as the tweelt is known
to be the result of damage to thecuate fasciculus. Although
patients with this disorder do not have protdevith articulation,
their rhythm is distorted.

It is important to note that the language disordéssussed above are all
effects of damage to the left hemisphere of thenbra

3.5 Brain and the Mind

The brain and the mind are often used intercharig@abterature. We

have examined the brain in terms ofs iparts, functions and
malfunctions. Is the mind a separateniifiable component of the
brain?

Mind

It is interesting to note thatthe concept ohdnstill remains obscure,
controversial and impossible to define thmi the Ilimit of language
despite several centuries of philosophical pondethiard dedication to

brain research and remarkable advances in thedielduroscience.

Cardoso refers to the definition of the mind as wheh tries to rescue

the essence of man. The essence of a personfanisethe existence of

mental functions which permit him or her to thimida to perceive, to

love and to hate, to learn and tcemember, to solve problem
tommunicate through speech and writingg treate and to destroy
civilization. These expressions are closelelated with brain
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functioning. Therefore, without the brain, the moahnot exist, without
the behavioural manifestation, the mind cannot{peessed.

Mind results from the organised conneio of neurons  withir
tivain. It is true to say thatthe brain and rthied are two inseparable
objects. All that is necessary to understattte mind is in the
Wvdmout the brain there isno mind. In facte ttortex, where the mind
resides, is referred to as “the seat of all wisabxclusively human in

the mind” (Fromkin et al 2003: 34), and language®y/pla major role in

filling the storehouse of the mind for future retal and use.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, we have discussed the relatignstietween language, the

brain and the mind. We have seen the major rolddhguage plays in

shaping our minds. We have also diguissthe brain and ho
functions in the articulation of speech. It is tthat mind is an integral

part of the brain, and they are inseparable.

5.0 SUMMARY

Language is a thought process used tine communication o
teelings, emotiom and ideas. As a thought process, thgnction

garried out in our brain. Any malfunctioning ofyanparts of our brain

results in speech malfunction in relation to tipart of the brain that is

damaged. Mind is a product of the braifhere is no mind without
brain, as our thought process is shaped in thed and this is achieved

through language. Thus, language, brain amind are in an
helatjraiship where none exists without the other.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. List the major partsof the brain and cdss their functions in
relation to language.

2. What is aphasia? Discuss the causes of aphtasi illustrate the
relationship between language and the brain.

3. An aphasia patient was asked to read thedsaan the left, but
produced the words on the right. Identify the tgperror and the
kind of aphasia the patient is suffering from.

Commerce — Business Apricot —peach
Saddle — stirrup Binocular — telescope

Victory — triumph Anecdote - narrator
Applause — audience

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the last unit, we examined the brain and ite mllanguage use. If the
human brain is designed for language as we havedeéait is important
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to know how and when it happened. eBesh about the origi
@inguage is as old as that of the origin of the &nunace. In this unit, we

shall examine the evolution of human languagermseof its origin and

its development unto the present state of sophtsiit in its usage and

creativity. Every human language first exists spaken form before it

is later developed into a written form. All ggbns and societies have

stories in their oral literature about the arigpf their language. There

are also theories of divine origin, evalati and human invention of
language. However, there s little scieatifievidence in providing an
answer to the question. We shall examine thi#erdnt notions on the

origin of language.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

« explain the different notions of the origin of human language
» describe the different ideas supporting the notion vafluteon of
human language.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Origin of Human Language

It has been easier to trace the origin of othiaigs, (like the origin of

man) because there are tracesto their remhlemtsbones, faunas etc.
However, tracing the origin of language has nohlesesy because it has

no tangible structure like that of fossils, which in event f «
Reafbatiee structure could be taken and its quastigin traced to one

ancestral or parental language in one interior gfattie world.

Because of dearth of documented evidender the origin of
hpokam language, various concepts andori#®e pertaining to the
evolution of human spoken language have nbeeoposed: the divine
theory, natural sound theory, oral-gestutbeory, glossogentic theory
and interactional function theory.

6.2 The Divine Theory

According to the Bible, God created #Adaand Eve, earth and
everything therein. Genesis 2:19 says, “frahe ground God formed
every wild animal and every bird in the sky, andoheught them to man

so man could name them. Whatever, the mandcadleh living thing
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that became its name”. In other words, languagéearaced to the first

man, Adam” or God himself. The biblicaersion also provides an
explanation for the origin of several differéantiguages. According to

Genesis 11:1-9, the whole world spoke one langaageof one speech

(dialect). In an attempt to build a tower call@hbel’ to reach heaven,

God confounded the people’s effort by causing thenbegin to speak

different languages, thus causing the people tosbattered to different

locations of the world. It is also argued that tleeidence from closely

related languages which share common urfest supports the divine
origin theory.

The Hindu tradition has it that langeagcame from the goddess
Sarasvati, wife of Brahma, creator of the univehs@very religion or

traditional society, there is always a story tak lianguage with divine

source. In a quest to find out the dctsaurce for divine language,
various experiments have been carried out. Thennaan thread across

these experiments has beenthat if human t:&e allowed to grow

without language input from anybody in thednvironment, they will

grow up and naturally start using theriginal divine God-given
language. To prove this hypothesis, d&ugyptian Pharaoh named
Psalmmetichus carried out an experimentth witwo new born babes
around 600 BC to test this divine dijyesis on the original God-
bestowed language. These babies were isolabedantarea they would

never have contact with any human. Thdéilden were with only a
shepherd who remained quiet throughout the penddsame company

of goats. In the end, it was found that the fiwetd that these children

spoke out was ‘bekos’ a Phrygian word meaning threa

Critics have argued that even though thesddrelmmay not have had

this input from human adult, they might have hdhisl sound from the

bleating of the goats that the quiet assistanttstreltook care of. They

argue that if the ending syllable ‘koss deleted from ‘bekos, the
starting syllable ‘be-* sounds like the bleatingaafoat ‘be...’

In 1500 AD, James IV of Scotland carried outrailsir experiment to
that of Psalmmetichus. The children were said atcehuttered Hebrew
words as their first language.

6.3 Bow-Wow Theory

Bow-wow theory is based on the assuwmptithat human language
comes from ‘natural sounds’. The assumptigthat primitive words

could have been imitation of the natural stwvhich early men and
women heard around them. The proponents of thasyHeelieved that

language evolved by imitating the soundsbjects make in the
environment. For example when a goat ‘bleats’ -&her ‘be-e’ as in
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‘bekos’ experiment, the primitive humans &mtéd these sounds and
used it to refer to the object associated withsthand.

Arbitrariness, as one of the identified attees of human languag
lBased on the premise that there is no dirediogrlabetween an object

and what it is called (see to 1.5). However, evetyral language has

some words with pronunciation that sounds likee riatural sound that

the object makes. Consider the following exampfesnotorcycle” in

Nigerian languages:

» Motorcycle: English
e Obatumtum: Igbo
 Alupupu: Yoruba

» Akpukpuk: Ibibio

» Akpokpok: Anaang
* Okpukpue: Yakurr

A motorcycle to a Yoruba speaker sounds ‘pupuartdgbo ‘tum tun’,

to an Anaang ‘kpok-kpok’, to an Ibibio ‘akpukpulkydato Yakurr ‘kpu-

kpue’, as such they named the object based guetioeived sound it

makes. It is common to hear children call cow asumin English we

have the screeching of a car tyre,e thbooming sound o
golashitlge of water. These sounds areguistically referred to as
‘onomatopoeic’ words.

Critics counter this assumption with an argumeat thall objects in the
world get their names from the sounds associatethiem, how do we
obtain names for soundless or some abstratiesritke love, hatred,
anger, beauty, electrical, technical etc.

6.4 Natural Cries of Emotion Theory

To counter the critics’ position on the bow-wow cept, another group
proposed that the original sounds of language deonenatural cries of
emotion such as anger, joy and pain. By this, soexelamatory marks
or interjection like Eh!, Ah!, Oh!l, Wao!, Hey! aessociated with some
connotations.

The theory on natural cries of emaotion is criticize that the expressive
noise people utter inemotional reactions aostsounds that are not

normally used in the language, and this assumggems not to comply
with source-sounds as the basis for language eoolut

6.5 Yo-Heave-Ho Theory
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This ispart of ‘natural sound’ theory thasays the source of human
language emanates from the sounds mateing the exertion of
physical effort in doing things. As such a grougeafly humans might

have through co-coordinated efforts evollaguage through grunts,
groans and swear words which they usedhen lifting and carrying
heavy trees, stones and irons. The masteresting thing about this
assumption is that it places the evolution of hutaaguage within the

society in which language is used (see 1.4.1)ctities to this concept

argue that this does not answer the questidmeto @rigin of language,

because apes and other primates have grunts aaticals, yet they do

not seem to have developed the capacity for sp@eda 2002:3).

6.6 The Oral — Gesture Theory

This theory says language evolved through phygiesiure and orally

produced sounds. This suggests an exlyemspecific relationship
between physical and oral gestures. Thisaually a means of non-
verbal communication which is supportive of arammunication. The

theory claims that originally a set of physicaltgess was developed as

a means of communication. Then a set of aaktures involving the
mouth specifically, actually developed, in which@&torgans of speech

were co-coordinated and recognised in relatiohaaype of movement

to match with the physical gestures. You might aersthe shaking of

the hand in negation (physical gesture) to reptabermovement of the

tongue (oralgesture) in a ‘no’ response. Ties a kind of specialised
pantomime. However, there are some messaghat cannot be
adequately sent across through physical gesture.

6.7 Glossogenetic Theory

This theory focuses on the biologicalasie in the formation and
development of human language. It is largely neated with some of

the physical features of humans that other creatiack. It emphasises

the premise that at the early stageyr human ancestors made
themselves different from other primates by takiag upright posture

with the use of two legs for walking and the hafaisother things. This

theory claimsthat the effect of this postur@hange is evident in the
physical differences between human skull and thatleer primates like

gorila and chimpanzee. In the evolutigna transformation, these
physical structures are instrumental for speqroduction particularly

for creatures with the most sophistication in tispieech capacity.

There are different physiological adaptations taat be attributed to the
sophistication of man’'s speech capacityhemv compared to other
animals (see unit 6). The human brain is laterdggh localisation of

functions. The human teeth are upright locatedenhibse of apes are

59



LIN 111 INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTICS |

slanting outwards. Other sound producticspparatuses that are
structured in humans for adaptation faound production are the
interlacing lip  structure, the shape andhamber of the mout
fesonating sounds, flexible and mobile tongue fodafation of sounds,

the larynx for vibration or non-vibration of thecad cord.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Highlight the main premise upon which each orhe of language
lzased.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, we have discussed enough abth@ evolution of human
language and the different assumptions postulateatifferent scholars

on how human language came to be. We haalso talked abou
thieractional and transactional functions of hurieerguage.

5.0 SUMMARY

In foregrounding our discussion on the evolutiomoaman language, we

have discussed on the divine origin of humaaguage that its origin
can be traced to God as documented in Genesisafd9ohn 1:1. We

have also seen in Genesis 11:1-9, how the entirkel\wpoke one dialect
which God diversified this dialect into many langaa. The Bow-wow

theory assumes that language evolves from imitatomnds of objects

from ourimmediate environment. While the pbi@gical assumption
bases its assumption of language evolution ondpkisticated nature of
human organs of speech productions. We, haweeaded by saying
that no matter how human language evolved theynaant to serve two

basic functions which hare interactional and tratisaal functions.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Considering all the hypotheses on thewolution of human
language. Which of them do you considecceptable in
explaining the origin of human language; and why?

2. Narrate a storyon the evolution of humkmguage from your
local oral history.

3. Discuss some of the specialised organs in huthahsid in the
sophistication of their speech form.

4. What are the two basic functions of human lagguand how do
they differ?

5. What is the basic idea behind the bow-wow thory

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In the previous unit,you learned about theginnings and growth of
linguistics as a field of study. This unit is a tinnation of the previous

unit with focus on the study of grammar. The gtudf grammar dates

back to the 4th and 5th centuries B.C. when formdalscriptions of
languages like classical Latin and Greek ewemdertaken. Known as
classical or traditional grammar, the descriptbthese two languages

of scholarship at the time became the eresice point for subsequent
descriptions for other languages includingnglish. In 1916 AD, the
work of Ferdinand de Saussure, the father nuddern linguistics was
published, Cours de Linguistique Generale. It lagey translated into

English with the titlte, A Course in (@&eal Linguistics. The
mfideted in classical grammar became thstarting point  for
gragpmars even up to the modern periocthese initial formal
descriptions of grammar are referred to as dabkbecause they have

become a reference point for most gramm and have acquired
proponents or followers over the long period sit€emergence. In this

unit, we shall attempt to define grammaand discuss thi
typesmaifs based on various approaches to its study.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

* give a brief history of the study of grammar
* define grammar
« explain the various types of grammars.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.3 What is Grammar?

Grammar refers to the system or mechaniswith which a
speatksr sentences from  words. Noam Chgmsils credited  with
thedinition of grammar as ‘native speakers’ compegefknowledge) of a
language’. To know a language therefore meansdemstand the nature
of the grammar of the language. The part of granwiach represents a
speaker’s knowledge of sentences is known as syBt@ry language
has a syntactic structure; that is the srthat determine word order.
When words are strung together in line withe syntactic rules o
knguage, such strings of words are dsato be well formec
grammatically correct. The opposite is atththey are ill formed,
ungrammatical, or grammatically incorrectror example, the second
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sentence in the following is ungrammatical becaiudees not conform
to the syntactic rules in English:

* The teacher allowed the student into the class

* *The student into allowed the teacher the class

* (A conventional way of indicating ill-formed semices is by the use
of an asterisk (*)).

3.2 Types of Grammar

Grammar as defined above isinternal linguiskicowledge. However,

another concept of grammar is that Whigrescribes the ‘correct
structures to be used in a language. Yet anotkeer of grammar is that

in which the structures of the grammar of a |agguare analysed and

described in contrast to that of other languagbs farrow sense of the

study of grammar stems from a tradition of langustgely.

The study of grammar was first embarked upon, gdiniguists, but by
philosophers who sought to analyse reality thrdaguage. For them,

the definition of grammar was synonymous twe tstudy of language.
These studies focused on the classifisatiof words according to
categories. It began with classification accordmmgender (masculine,

feminine, and neuter), then on to classificatiopatterns of inflection,

active and passive voices, transitive and isitese verbs, nominative

and oblique words, and then on to classificatiowards according to

case, gender, number, tense, voice, and mdde classification that
you are more familiar with, thatis the traoial parts of speech was
introduced in late 2 B.C. They are the mowdjective, verb, adverb,
preposition, pronoun, and conjunction. They arelusehe grammatical
description of sentences in languages such asghsBn

* The beautiful maidens danced gracefullin the
towsguare
* Article  adjective noun verb adverb prep article

adjective noun

However, these parts of speech were ediotto be inadequate for
description in many languages essentially becatsespecific features

of the languages used to develop the@reek and Latin are not
universal, that is are not found in all languagather deficiencies of the

parts of speech are discussed in the next section.

3.2.1 Traditional Grammar

Traditional grammar is characterised by the udbeterms of parts of
speech to identify words in sentences. The widasbagloption of these
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terms came from the fact that they rewe used in the
desmenipditicadf Greek and Latin, the languages bbkaship of the time.

Other terms used in traditional grammar include lpemperson, tense,

voice and gender. These terms becomeporiant when sentence
agreement is discussed. For example, the sulbjeast agree with the
verb form in terms of number e.g.

» The female nurse is conducting her ward rounds.
» The female nurses are conducting their ward rounds.

The subject must also agree in gender with aogqun form used in
referring to it- female nurse and her. Such agerg may not apply in
languages where there is no overt grammaticahdistn between male
and female gender. For other languages such astt Heowever, three
grammatical genders are used namely, femininegutias, and neuter.
Where in a sentence the subject is masculine djeetave must agree in
gender with the subject e.g.

* Le bon (garcon, livre)

» The good (boy, book)

* Le bonne (fille, tableau)

» The good (qgirl, table)

Such distinctions of gender are however redunaedéscribing English

because English does not have such indisins. The adequac
trhditional description is further questionedemis of appropriateness

of the grammatical categories of persofor example, while the
categories of person, number, tense, vactiand voice adequately
describe Latin verb forms, they are urethnt in English, and
insufficient for Yoruba:

Latin English Yorubg

First person singular Amo | love mo fe

Second person Amas yop love o fe
singular

Third person singulaf Amat he Ipves 0 fe

First person plural Amamus we |ove a fe

Second person plural Amatis you love e fe

Third person plural Amant they fove won fe

The Latin verb forms are distinct in terms of parand number, while
those in English differ only inone instancéves; but in the case of
Yoruba, there is no provision for categorizing haimpronouns.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
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Examine the table in 3.2.1 carefully and see if gan identify the root
word for ‘love’ in Latin and the various markers fmerson.

3.2.2 Descriptive Grammars

Descriptive approaches to the study of grammaglsioto describe the

use of structures in languages as it is usecerétlan as it should be

used. Such an approach came about as a resudt iiitlequacy of the

use of the grammatical description of Latin as aidg to describe non-

European languages. The descriptive approacholvies'the collection

of samples of the Ilanguage as it eotfl speakers’ basic linguistic
knowledge. It is a departure from traditionalrgmaar in an attempt to

describe the structure of different languagetheir own merit rather

than using the description of another language@sdde. A descriptive

grammar provides information and examplels the sounds, words,
phrases and sentences of a language. isl the linguists formal
statement of the speakers’ grammar” (FramnkRodman and Hyams,
2003: 14).

Examples of descriptive approaches include stractinalysis whose

main aim is to examine the distribution wérious forms using ‘test-
frames’. The test frames have empty slots intactviiarious forms of

words can be inserted to test its function. In otherds, this approach

identifies grammatical categories only throughgtot the word fits into

to produce a grammatical sentence. By runningettessts, a linguist is

able to present a description of certain sentemaetsres of a language.

Immediate constituent analysis is anothdescriptive approach. The
method used in this approach s toenidy the components that
constitute larger structures. This approastould seek to know how
many words make up a sentence, how these swortstitute phrases

which in turn make up a sentence. Such analygiesented in such a

way that it shows the distribution ofthe components at word and
sentence levels; and it illustrates the combinatiophrases that obtain

to constitute English sentences.

The Cat almogt ran oveljthe cat

Her [Mother cried throughout the|wedding

Frank went home

Another way of llustrating the varioussentence constituents by
hierarchy, that is from largest to smalless by using labeled square
brackets:

— S — V|

S NP NP
l: [Frank]gl [went]v l: [home]N
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From the representation above, we understand that sentence is the
largest  constituent, followed by the noumphrase which contain
thmun and other optional components. The second aoemp within the

sentence is the verb phrase which likehe noun  phras
contpirisorgheomponent, the verb.

It was intended that the constituent analysis detsee approach can be
used to describe any language. In doing this, yeuaund to observe a
number of differences in the sequence of the foRasexample, where
the article ‘the’ comes before the noun in Englisban come after the
noun or is a part of the noun word in other langsag

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Write down a simple sentence in youlanguage and descrik
gtricture using the constituent analysis approach.

3.2.3 Prescriptive Grammars

Around the 18th century a group of grammarians took ammwther
approach that was the opposite of that delscriptive linguists. They
were responding to the demands of those who wahé&edchildren to

speak upper class dialects of English. This groumas of the view that

rules of grammar should be prescribed rattiean described and this
gave rise to prescriptive grammars. The ruleewweescribed to guide

the ‘proper and correct’ use of grammaticalrnfsin a language. For
example, a prescriptive rule in Engliskesays you cannot us
tvegatives in a sentence:

* | don’t know nothing about what you are saying.

* You should not begin a sentence with ‘and’ or arsggntence with a
preposition:

* And she cried like a baby.

» That's where she’s from.

One ofthe problems with the prescriptive applois the tendency to
generalize by using forms which are ptade in one languag
twescribe  for another language. For examplmany of the rule
fpeaking the English language were based Latin  grammar.
Languages using double negatives were seen ammfer
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However, language as a dynamic and non statitity cannot be used
based on prescriptive rules. All languages anée-governed by which
grammaticality is assessed. Moreover, whist grammatical in one
language may be ungrammatical in anoth&What is accepted as
standard variety of a language perhaps for gegtirposes should not

be used to confer inferior status on other vasgatithe same language

in a speech community?

3.2.4 Teaching Grammars

Teaching grammars are designed to teatlbse who wish to learn
another language. “Teaching grammars state dékplice rules of the

language, list the words and their pronunciatiansl, aid in learning a

new language or dialect” (Fromkin et al 2003: 17).

Teaching grammars usually begin from the knowrt,ithéne learner’s

native language or language of instruction, tee tunknown that is the

language to be learned, the target uagg. For example, to teach
vocabulary, words are listed in the Iledmenative language and its
equivalent in the target language. The meaningogiged and is known

as ‘gloss’.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

List five words in your native language, armfovide a gloss for each
word.

If there are any soundsinthe target langudbatdo not exist in the
learner’s native language, such sounds are foaysed and the learner

Is taught how to produce them. Similarithe rules of grammar that
guide formulation of grammatically correcsentences in the target
language are taught from perspective of thernégs native language.

For example, a Yoruba speaker who is learning li&ngould be told

that pluralisation in Yoruba is marked by a semavatrd while it is an

affix in English. Although it was not the goal abponents of teaching

grammars to prescribe a particular variety of glege or dialect as the

standard variety like the prescriptive grammariémsy would have had

to make a choice as to what variety to teach.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The various types of grammar examined in thisilmstrate the fact
that there is more than one approach to gramimairthe best approach
Is that which best analyses the structures ofahguage, and as such is
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not one grammatical approach for all languages tlaacthe purpose for
a grammar has a role to play in the choice ofyhe bf grammar.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have examined different typésgrammar. The listis
certainly not exhaustive; but sufficiento illustrate the  evolving
different approaches from the 18th century, and the various purposes for

such approaches. The source or data for theusag@mmars remains

the native speaker's innate knowledge dfis or her language
dlescriptive grammar seeksto describe thiesaf the language as is
used by the speakers. The goal of prescriptive gramnms to ensure that

a speaker adheres to certain rules of grammardscpption. Teaching

grammars facilitate the learning of a languad¢peiothan the speaker’s

own.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Identify the grammatical categories of the dgan the sentence
below using the traditional parts of speech:

Anastasia screamed and the charming prince caorescue her from
the wicked witch.

2. Based on the rulesof English grammar tlgati know, what is
wrong with the sentences?

I. | saw the both of them.
ii. Who used the toilet? Ugo and me.
li. My sister taught me what | know.

3. Using the immediate constituent analysmethod, present a
labeled and bracketed diagram of this sentence:

The armed robbers pursued the girl into the bush.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Yule, George (2002). The Study of Languadggambridge University
Press.

Fromkin, Victoria (et al) (2003). An Introductioa Language. Seventh
Edition. U.S.A: Heinle.
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As isthe case in many fields of studyngliistsdo not prescribe for
people how to speak their languages; rather thelysind describe how

people speak languages. Speakers utilise theirledge of a language

in their speaking. Knowledge of a laage includes the sounds,
morphemes, words, phrases and sentences. A®suat, description of
language is made up of descriptions of these el=sm&he work of the

linguist therefore is to describe what peomes doing when they are
speaking- what sounds do they use, how do theygstounds together,

how do they combine morphemesto form wordsd wordsto form
sentences? Language can be described at sevaal kaey include the

level of speech sounds (Phonetics), the Ilewd sound systems, their
structure and function in language (Phonologydhatevel of the word
(Morphology), and at the level of the sentence (@rar). Note that the

levels of description are from the smallest unitaoiguage to the largest

unit. However, there are other levelsuchs as the level o
(Besmdmgics), and at the level of conversation ¢(disse analysis). In this

unit, you will be introduced to formal descriptgof each of the basic

units of language. The unit that follows will il on this introduction

by examining formal approaches to linguistics.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

« identify the basic units of description in language
« explain the description of these units
« apply the descriptions to your knowledge of a language.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

Even though similar processes can be applitoel description of all
languages, there are differences among langubgeguages differ in

the basic elementsthat make them up and inrtlles of combination,

say to make a grammatically correct sentence &iainte. For example,

one of the rulesfor the English languagsccounts of its word order
which is Subject- (verb- object) Predicate struet@®n the other hand,

Japanese reflects a subject -object -verb structure

» English: Taro found a dog
« Japanese: Taro-ga inu-o mituketa
» Taro dog found
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The elements and the rules that combine them ¢fan fiom language

to language for all levels of languagesounds, words, sentences.
However, all languages are equally complexd all languages have
these elements and rules. Languages attmnge their elements and
rules in the same way (Language Changend children learn the
elements and rules of languages in the same wayclid in any part

of the world can learn any human language iberd to it (Language
Acquisition). In the sections that follow, you Ak introduced to the

formal descriptions of the various levels of langgia

3.1 Sounds

Sounds in human language represent the eshalinit of description.

They are a part of speakers’ knowledgd tleeir language. Speakers’
knowledge includes sounds of the languagend how they can be
combined to form meaningful units called morphenitds.important to

note that not all languages have the sameofetounds; there may be

some sounds in one language which aret in another language.
However, the sounds of all the languages in thdédyoeake up the set of

sounds that humans can produce. Thecriggen of these speech
sounds, how they are produced, theiraragtteristics, how they are
perceived and transmitted, and how th&pange in different
environments of other sounds is what Phonetich abaut.

Phonetics is the study of speech sounds. In dasgrdpeech sounds, it

Is important to be able to identify each soand how it differs from

other sounds. During speech, sounds are strunth&rgeo you have to

know the language to be able to separate indivisimahds that make up

a word. For example, an English speakeows that there are three
sounds in dog- d-o0-g. Yet, it is produced as omgicoous sound. This

iswhy whenyou listentoa language you dokmotv, it sounds like

there are no breaks, and all the words run togetier ability to break a

word up into its individual sounds or a phraseo its individual words

IS not dependent on your knowledge opellm}g but on your innate
knowledge of the language.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Listen to two sets of speech: the first an language you know,
and the second in a language you do not know. \Wfoten what
you notice, for example, which of the two can yderitify words
you know? Write the words down. What does theeesh in the
unknown language sound like to you? Can you idgsgfyments
of words even though you may not know whatytimean? Or
does it sound like one long string of sounds?
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2. Based on the activity you have just conductdditus the role of
knowledge in identifying speech sounds?

3.1.1 Sound Production

Production of sounds begins in the speaker’s lihaough signals being

sent to the part that controls languagdlessages are forme
tradsmitted through nerve signals to the orgarspeéch which produce

the speech sounds. The study of how speech sapadsade is called

articulatory phonetics; the study of thdwygical properties of sounds
such as sound waves is called acoustic phonaticsthe study of how

sounds are perceived through the ear 5 callecauditory
ploovmteys.for a basic description of soundsa ofanguage, articulatory
phonetics will be the focus.

3.1.2 Articulatory Phonetics

Articulatory Phonetics is the study of how the argiaf speech produce

sounds of language. Human speech can be fddssinto two classes
based on their phonetic properties. Faonost speech sounds
Ehguages, the airstream is modified in some vamd moves from the

lungs through the vocal tract, and out of the utho or nose. Different
languages may make use of different airstream nmesing. English for

example makes use of the egressive airstream msohamich simply

refers to ar moving out of the Ilung&ll speech sounds ar
edheonants or vowels. In articulatory mdtecs they are classified
according to the speech organs that prodtieem and the manner in
which  they are produced. For exampleb/ / and /p/  are
bensosaritey are produced with an obstructioneotitib lips (bi-labial)

in the airflow from the lungs into the vocal trathe manner of their
production is that of a stop or plosive becausg #ne produced with a

burst of air from the lips. The details of howisds are produced, the

organs of speech involved in the prédac of sounds, anc
tehtires  that characterise sounds will beiscussed in the un
Bhonetics.

3.1.3 The Phonetic Alphabet and Orthography

Languages have sets ofalphabet symbols for spelling  worc
efiemed to as orthography, the alphabets repréiseqronunciations of

words. However, for languages with older writingditions like English

language, there is no one to one corresponderaed® pronunciation

and spelling of sounds using orthography as thereao consistency in

the representation of different sounds ofords in a language
gwample, several words are not spelled they Mlaey are pronounced:
know, noise, laugh, see, sea, sight, cite, silly etc. An English language
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learner will have to learnthe silent soundsards as well as sounds
that are spelled differently but pronounced theesaray. But for many

African languages there is a more regular doe one correspondence;
that is sounds are closer to their orthographpcasentations than you

have in English.

3.1.4 Transcription

In the study of sounds and in order to be abtesrribe each sound as

accurately as possible, it became nepesstor each sound to be
represented by a distinct symbol. This need géawugh to the phonetic

alphabet which by 1888 was developed be thnternational Phonetic
Association (IPA). Many Roman letters &ermodified and used
together with diacritics because they are usedmgre languages. The

IPA chart is universal and comprehensive that it has symbols for
sounds of all languages.

Transcription is the act of writing down the sounfla language using

the phonetic symbols of the [IPA chartJsing these symbols,
pronunciation of words can be written unambiguouStyuare brackets

are wused to distinguish phonetic trapsom of words from
orthographic spelling:

*type [taip] through [ ru]
 cough [k f] show [ 0]

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Get a dictionary and look for the rem#t of various words and the
phonetic symbols used to transcribe thewhich are next to their
orthographic spellings. What differences can yoie h@tween the two

representations?

3.2 Sound Systems and Sound Patterns

Sounds of a language that have bealentiied and their phonetic
characteristics described are called phonesjuits go on to observe

the kinds of patterns speakers form as they us=gthounds in speech.

Phonology is the study of sounds and het patterns they form
gpeaker's grammar. The sounds which occur in taenesenvironment

and make a difference inthe meaning of wam called phonemes.

For example,

« Cat [keet]
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* Pat [peet]
* Bat [beet]

The first sound in each of these words is a phoraramglish because

they make a difference in the meaning tibse words. On thi
btet, when similar phones occur in ddfér environments they are
called allophones ofthe same phoneme. Fample, in English [p]

and [ph] in pot[pt]and spot [sphot] are allophones of /p/ because they

are variants of the same phoneme. But in Korean language, /p/ and / ph /

are two distinct sounds because they occur indhesnvironment and

create a difference in meaning: [pal] leg [ph al] door (Yusuf ed.1999:40).

Square brackets [ ] are used for phonesggments while slashes are
used for phonemes / /.

It is a speaker's phonological knowledgéatt informs the choice of
sounds strung together to produce words, phrasdsemntences. Such

knowledge also includes what sounds can occuedi¢lyinning, end of

a word, next to each other. For example, firstlegg English speakers

know that the sound// asin wrong [wr ]asconlyat the end of

words; and certain sound combinations cannot aaictire beginning of

a word like knik [knlk]. Although/ /does not@a at the beginning of

words in English, it does in other ndaages like the
Janspualign Lardhil. While in English, there are rards with the sound /

kp/ and /gb/, these sounds exist in other langulige¥ oruba.

More information that can be obtained through mhogical knowledge

of speakers include constraints on soundsat t can follow each i
aequence, be deleted, added or even changed otteeanFor example,

in bug + s = [bugz], the plural marker is pronouhes /z/ instead of /s/.

The phonological features of phones and phonetmeqrocesses that

linguists employ in determining sounds atth make a differenc
meaning, that determine the structure of a lgpgenological unit, the

syllable; and the phonological processes that fffiecnemes in speech

such as assimilation and elision will be examimedetail in the unit on

Phonology.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3
Select three phonemes in your language and wouendhree words in

which these phonemes are the only sounds thatdiiferent. Are they
different in meaning?

3.3 Words

Words constitute a large portion of speakers’ keolge of a language.
They are so important that one of the firstkdas linguist performs in
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describing a language isto record as many svasd possible. This is

usually referred to as the word list. The wondt i made up of word

entries, each entry is accompanied with informasgiach as its meaning

in different contexts, how it is pronoed¢ how it functions in the
sentence, and so on. A sufficient corpus of theseriptions constitutes

a dictionary.

What is a word? What do you know when you say yoavnka word?

Words are  made up of sounds and their meaningn\ie know the

sounds that make up a word and what it referth&s, word becomes a

part of your linguistic knowledge of a languager Example, a speaker

of English who does not know Yoruba largpia will not be able to
separate the following string of sounds intividual words to make
meaning: ojunioroowa; but will be able rfpem that task with no
difficulty on the following: sheisasmartalec. letlefore means that each

word is a sound-meaning unit with a unique patserth is stored up as

part of our linguistic knowledge. Also stored upour knowledge is the

position(s) in which the word can function in atesce.

3.3.1 Content and Function Words

One important distinction which languagesake is between content
words and function words. Content words are wdnds lhave semantic

content as contrasted against function words whioty a grammatical

role by connecting content words togethein English for example,
content words will include words thatun€tion as nouns, verbs,
adjectives, adverbs, while function wordwill include words that
function as conjunctions, prepositions, arsicleand pronouns. Content

words constitute an open class of wordsxabse new words can be
added from time to time. Function words on the oltad are a closed

class of words because they are a fixed class afsyaew pronouns do

not get added so often, if ever.

It is important to note that although madsinguages reflect the same
word classes, different languages use them féerdifit functions. For

example, English hasa large corpus of chgEs to express quality,
quantty and so on of the noun, buinh other languages lik
Kkhana), the verb is used to function like adjegiv50 also in Nigerian

Pidgin:

» English: The sun is bright today
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» Akan: The sun brightens today
* Nigerian Pidgin: The sun shines today.

3.3.2 Morphemes

Words are made up of morphemes, which hbaeen defined as the
‘smallest unit of meaning or grammatical functioma language. As the

smallest unit, the morpheme cannot be furthalysed. For example,

re- in reopen cannot be broken into any $malunit; it must
heeaning or serve a grammatical function; re- reprssthe meaning of

‘doing again’. The study of the various forms thaist in languages is

called morphology. Words can be made up of mone time morpheme

as in this example from English:

* One morpheme Stand
» Two morphemes Stand+off
» Three morphemes Stand+off+ish

The ability for words to be analysed into morphemadiects one of the

basic properties of human language- ¢disoess. Discrete linguistic
units such as morphemes can be combined to formssord words to

form larger units, phrases and sentencedis Tproperty is unique to
human language, and it reflects speaketsiguistic knowledge of
discrete units and rules for combining them. Suelato/ity means that

we can understand and create new words.

In a more detailed discussion on morphology, sleall examine types
and functions of morphemes- bound andee,f derivational and
inflectional, rules of word formation, and word fieaition processes.

3.4 Sentence

So far, we have examined three levels of descriptsed in the study of
language. You have been introduced to linguistimias sounds which
can be described and represented phonetically lhasyehonologically
when these sounds occur in sequences; a thirddédelscription is the
morphological constitution of words of a language.

A fourth level is how words can be combined to fortmat speakers will

recognise as ‘grammatically’ correct phsaseand sentences. For
example, how do you know that the agbr the cheerful girl
grammatically correct, and *qgirls the cheerfukoheerful girls the are
grammatically incorrect? All languages have a stmacof phrases and

sentences which accounts for all grammatically remtr sequences, and

the study of these structures is called grammatieEa the previous

unit, the term ‘grammar’ has been used to refesptakers’ knowledge
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of their language. This includes sounds, soutige, basic units of
meaning and the rules used in combining all ofélieform meaningful
sentences. This is the broader sense of the teamngar. However, in

the narrow sense of the word, grammar refers taspect of the study
of language called syntax.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Formal descriptions of language describe in adwnaletail as possible,
speakers’ knowledge of their language using elésrtbiat are common
to all languages. However, the rules that guidectimebination of these
elements differ from language to language.

5.0 SUMMARY

The description of alanguage is made up afescription a speaker’s
knowledge of his or her language. Such knowledgeprises levels of

description and the elements described at each Bpeech sounds are

described at the level of Phonetics;ructtire of sound systems are
described at the level of Phonology; rphemes and words are
described at the level of Morphology; phrasasd sentences, and the

rules that guide their combination are describatiatevel of Grammar.

Other levels of description include semantinedning) and discourse

analysis (conversation).

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1. What are the parameters for identifying speecimds?

2.What are the differences between phonghoneme and
allophone?
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This module discusses the interplay between laggyaad society and

the effect of one on the other. The module begitis an introduction to

the role of language in society. The unit thatde#$ examines the effect

of culture on language, which in turn gives riséattguage varieties. All

the various issues discussed in these units tatestine subject matter

for field of sociolinguistics. Accordingto Yule (2002:139),
sociolinguistics has ‘strong connections tanthropology through the
investigation of language and culture, d anto sociology, through the
crucial role that language plays in the organisatibsocial groups and

institutions. It is also tied to social psychologgyticularly with regard

to how attitudes and perceptions are expressed l@ow in-group and
out-group behaviour are identified’.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

* give a broad overview of the field of study

* explain the study of language in relation to society
» discuss the role of language in society

» highlight the various factors that affect language.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

The philosophy behind the study of language smuikety differs from

that of formal linguistics in that while the latievestigates the internal

structures of languages, the former viewanguage as a product of
society and therefore investigates the influenées®ciety on language

and vice versa (cf. Module 1 unit 1). Known asrobnguistics, this

field of linguistics has several branches whiatlude sociolinguistics,
ethnolinguistics, anthropological linguisticgll of which involve the
use of techniques and theoretical concepts of ts@plines and share

the study of language in common as adfbcby society or culture.
Oftentimes, however, the study of language iati@h to structure of

societies and in relation to beliefs and prastioverlap with no clear

cut distinction. The sections that follow will exsra the various factors

to consider when investigating language in relatsociety.

3.4 Language
Hall (1968:158) cited in Lyons (2002:4defines language as “the

institution whereby humans communicate and racte with each other
by means of habitually used oral-auditorgrbitrary symbols”. The
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emphasis in this definition is on communicatiod arteraction. These

issues  presuppose the fact that people any society  use
Becuadlg, language performs important fonst in  the society.
Language comprises two types — spoken and waitel within these

are subsumed other types. Of these twepoken is seen &
piveiEgs the written form is secondary. This bigsed on the idea that
writing is merely a visual representation of spoken langual
gdsomunication can be classified into the followirgategories: human,

animal, scientific, legal etc. Each of these esmifferent functions as

they are applicable in different environments.

3.1.1 Functions of Language

Language performs many functions but this sectibifowefly discuss

the functions wunder the following sub<hegs: the expressive, the
poetic and the transactional functions. Thesfferént functions are in

tandem with the different definitions ofanguage already presented
above.

» The Expressive Function

It servesthe purpose ofthe speaker wheréhdnisthoughts are freely
expressed or verbalized. The speaker presentehisdws of things, or
comments on events and the world. The basis ahtpheessive function

IS to get to know one another, show one’s identiitgrefore, offer and

accept what is common and appreciate what diffetesthuman beings

from animals. In addition, it involves analysis @xperience, events as

well as express opinions, attitudes and beliefs.

» The Poetic Function

It illustrates the formal features of laagae. It shows the pattel
efents in a narrative, how ideas are relagsdwell as the patterns of
feelings evoked, such as love, hate, angdear, relief and pity.
Moeks of literature viz.: drama, prose, poetolktales, among others,

take on poetic function since they sthate degrees of formal
organization and formal unity.
 Transactional Function

It emphasizes two main areas: the in&die and the
Wheatvahe informative requires giving anceksey information; the
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connotative deals with the speaker’s intentitm change the listener’s
behaviour, opinion and attitude.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Mention the different categories of language.
2. Which of the functions of languages imost important? Give
reasons for your choice.

3.2 Variation in Language

Language use constitutes a form of adocidentity for its users.
Language often communicates membership of rdifite social groups,
cultural groups or speech communities. Theseumgg or communities

share a set of rules and expectations as to hayudge should be used.

In  contrast to Chomsky’'s homogenous dpeecommunity, the
interaction between language and society introdlacegiage variation.

Variation refers to differences at variousvels of language. No two
speakers speak alike because there wid differences as a result of
social class, education, age, gender, ethnicity jrmthe case of English,

whether the speaker is a native orcosg language speaker. Other
differences include differences in speakers’ pramtion, vocabulary,

and wuse of grammar. These differencessultre in dialects, sociolects,
accents, and idiolects.

Social dialects: These are varieties of glamge used by groups
defined according to class, education,e,agsex, and other social
parameters. One of the outcomes of thderaction between social
values and language use is the notion of ‘prestigach refers to the

value associated with varieties of language iredsffit societies. Certain

varieties earn high prestige in certaisocial groups. Generally, a
standard language variety attracts high prestigaus it is usually the

variety of the ruling class.

Language, social class and education: The ordeohgroups based on

social variables is known as social stratificatibar example, you can

have dialects identified various social classes st with the working

class and middle class of Great Britainn such groupings, certain
differences in language will be unique to them. &ample, in a study

conducted by Labov (1972) using social class amiabde in studying

the pronunciation differences of Americaiknglish speakers, he
observed that respondents of higher bociass produced more [r]
sounds than those of lower social class. A sinstiady by Trudgill in

Reading, England (1974) found the opposite tdhbectise. In Nigeria,

however, social class groupings are net atratified, it is based on
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another variable, education- giving rise to theeglon-elite class. These
may be further sub-divided into the elite as middéss and high class;
while the non-elite are the working class or blabar group. Studies in
Nigerian English suggest that the more highly eteetan individual is,

the more likely he or she is to produce stanéarglish forms that are
closer to standard English (Udofot 2004). Educatimmefore seems to
play a vital role in social groupings within thegdrian context.

Language and age: There are differences thaketate with the age of
speakers. According to Yule (2003: 241), ‘variatemtording to age is

most noticeable across the grandparentandghild time span. For
example, younger educated speakers of Yoruba teméke more use

of both Yoruba and English forms when conversinyanuba; they also

tend use more informal language which inchuile use of slangs in
comparison to older speakers:

* I'm tired (Younger person to older person)
* I'm pooped (Peer group)

Language and gender: Many languages aten omarked for gender
differences. The male form is usually unmarkedeuvie female form
Is marked by a morpheme. For example, English lenésal forms for
masculine and feminine:
Male Female
* Prince  Princess
* Actor  Actress
» Host hostess
* Hero heroine

However, several forms which are not semanticatharked for gender

still display a gender bias e.g. mankind, chairmam. Some researches

have observed that there are differences in themeayand women use

language. For example, that women userem expressive forms
(adjectives) than men; women are more intirand polite than men;
women’s style is more collaborative thamen which is more
competitive; women use more non-verbales{gres, intonation)
communication than men e.t.c. Such dffees in language are
stereotypes or prejudices.

Language and ethnicity: Although language is hetanly criterion for

ethnic groupings, it plays an important role. lotfanany ethnic groups

are named after the language they speak. For egathplYoruba is an

ethnic group, and the Yorubalanguage is one of the paramet
tdantify the group as distinct from other ethngroups. Differences in
speech can also occur because of difter ethnic backgrounds
Epample, the speech of many African Aca®m known as
African
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American English (AAE) is a sociolectr osocial dialect based on
ethnicity. The variety developed as a responskdasblation and racial

discrimination the speakers and their ancestgrereenced as African

slaves. Some of the differences includbe use of double negative
constructions: | aint scared of no one.

Dialects: A dialect is a variety of language theispoken by a group of

speakers and differs in grammar and vocabulargré’hcan be several

dialects of a language but which are mutually ligile. They are also

not to be regarded as inferior to orenother. For example, Yoruba
language has several dialects namely: Yagbay,lf@lo, ljesha, Ondo

dialects. They are all mutually intelbgg while having certain
vocabulary and grammatical differences:

Yoruba (Oyo dialect) Yagba dialect Gloss
Pele” okun

GraGaating

Ku ati jo kaiti jo Quite an age

Regional dialects: These are dialects that developugh differences to

be identified as being spoken in a specific regtar.example, we now

have several Englishes around the worddich as British English,
American English, Australian English, Indian Enlglidligerian English

etc. These labels refer to Englishes that havendased the features of

the particular region, and are the standardietyarwithin the region of

use. Dialects differ from languages in that theyrautually intelligible,

that is the speakers can understand one anothepeakers of British

English can understand speakers of Indi&mglish, but speakers of
different languages cannot understand one another.

Accentss. When the language variety of speakers differs only in
pronunciation or phonetic distinctions, thewre called accents. They
refer to speakers’ characteristics of speech thagal information about

the speaker’s sociolinguistic background. r Fexample, it is easy to
distinguish between an English speaker with &dBraccent from one

with an American or Australian accent. Accentseatiffom dialects in

that dialects include the differences igrammar and vocabulary.
However, accentual differences do not hinder munialligibility.

It is important to note that the oepc of accents IS nc
mutusilye, rather it overlaps with the concepdliafects in that one can

have a dialect that is characterized nohly grammatical and lexical
differences, but also by pronunciation differesndexamples below are

drawn from Standard Nigerian English:

| Linguistic Form Nigerian Britisf Gloss | |
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Pidgin Englislh (RP)
Lexical Go-slow Traffic jam Heavy traffjc
Differences Senior brothef  Older brothgr  flow
(Adegbija 2004, Older sibling
Jowitt 2000)
Grammatical __They have My phong Paassive
differences stolen my | _been stolen conswucti
phone
Pronunciation /tumb/ ftum/ Tomb
Differences /hea/ leal heir
(Udofot /pul/ Ipl/ pull
2004,Awonusi | /awe/ / well/ away
2004)

|diolects: Apart from social and regional dialects, individual

speakers use forms that are unique to them; suddtiea are referred to

as idiolect. Individuals can modify orchange their idiolect:
tewgah a lifetime. For example, a speaker cgpeak in one way with

friends and in another way with adults. In otherdgpa speaker may

switch from one idiolect to another depending on the entv
Siuchtional varieties are called styles aegisters. One example of
register is formal and informal styles. A formallstobeys all the rules

of grammar, use full forms, and polite forms ofegein the language.

Informal style on the other hand is more flexibleadhering to the rules

of grammar, allows for abbreviations, and collofuiards. Take a look

at the forms of greeting in English below and idgrihe differences:

» Formal style: Good morning, how are you today?
* Informal style: Hi, how're you doing/ whaz up?

The speaker’s choice of style will depend on teikuation and who is

being addressed. In other languages, srulef polite behavioul
eglected in the choice of style. Many Nigeriandguages for example

have two forms of pronouns- regular and hondpbtte. The regular

pronoun is used 1o peers and informal style, while tl
horrwific is used for older persons and formal style:

O fe jade (H/she wants to go out)
E fe jade (He/she wants to go out)

Now that you understand the meaning of estyh language, we shall
examine two other types of style, slangs andjarlang is another

form of informal style. According to Fromkin (et2003: 473), slangs

are ‘one of those thiag everybody can recognize and nob
dafine’. Slangs are part of colloquialspeech, wusually differer
from
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standard forms that evolve by combiningld words to make new
meanings. They are dynamic in that they changetower and usually

mark the speech of the younger generation. Oneeafniain purposes of

slangs is to mark group membership. Here are seam@es:

* Slang Gloss

* LBD little black dress
* Bom the best
 Cool doing okay

* Dude Male

Apart from slangs, another feature of alestyr registeristhe use of
jargon. Jargon can be defined as vocalamy that is unique
martieular group of individuals. Sociallyjargon marks group
membership by excluding those who dot nase or understand the
vocabulary. Almost every profession has vocatylthat is unique to

the profession. For example, linguists haveir th@wvn jargon, some of

which you have been introduced to in this couré@ngme, morpheme,

lexicon etc. Can you think of another professiod @entify at least five

words that would qualify as jargon? Jargon, lilemg tends to become

part of standard language over a period of timenwtseuse is no longer

restricted to the professional group alone.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

What are the differences between dialecsociolects, Iidiolects, and
accents?

3.2.1 Traditional Grammar

Traditional grammar is characterised by the udbeterms of parts of
speech to identify words in sentences. The widasbagloption of these
terms came from the fact that they reweused in the grammatical
description of Greek and Latin, the languages bbkeship of the time.

Other terms used in traditional grammar include Ipeimperson, tense,
voice and gender. These terms becomeporiamt when sentence

agreement is discussed. For example, the sulpeast agree with the
verb form in terms of number e.g.

» The female nurse is conducting her ward rounds.
» The female nurses are conducting their ward rounds.

The subject must also agree in gender with aogqun form used In
referring to it- female nurse and her. Such agere may not apply in
languages where there is no overt grammaticahdisdn between male
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and female gender. For other languages such aslt leowever, three
grammatical genders are used namely, feminineguiae, and neuter.
Where in a sentence the subject is masculine djeetave must agree in
gender with the subject e.g.

* Le bon (garcon, livre)

» The good (boy, book)
 Le bonne (fille, tableau)

» The good (qgirl, table)

Such distinctions of gender are however redunaedéscribing English

because English does not have such indisns. The adequac
trhditional description is further questionedemis of appropriateness

of the grammatical categories of persofor example, while the
categories of person, number, tense, vactiand voice adequately
describe Latin verb forms, they are urethnt in English, and
insufficient for Yoruba:

Latin English Yorubp

First person singular Amo | love mo fe

Second person Amas yop love o fe
singular

Third person singulalf Amat he Ipves 0 fe

First person plural Amamus we jove a fe

Second person plural Amatis yo love e fe

Third person plural Amant they love won fg

The Latin verb forms are distinct in terms of perand number, while
those in English differ only inone instancéves; but in the case of
Yoruba, there is no provision for categorizing haimpronouns.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Examine the table in 3.2.1 carefully and see if gan identify the root
word for ‘love’ in Latin and the various markers foerson.

3.3 Standard Versus Non-Standard

The interaction between language and eppci creates difference
language by virtue of social variables suchedscation, age, gender,
ethnicity, and so on. The variation that existemguage and the need

to have a variety that is used uniformly is what gaven rise to standard

varieties. A standard variety is one out of seveadeties of a language

that is accepted by its native speakers; has @adified in terms of its

grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation; and isf@eckfor use in the

publishing world, mass media, education. It hes tvariety that second
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language learners learn. In Britain for examgile, tstandard variety is
the Received Pronunciation (RP) also called StahBatish English. In
Yoruba, as mentioned earlier, the standard vaisetye Oyo dialect.

A variety of a language becomes standarddenw it performs roles in
society that other varieties do not perform. fam-standard varieties,

they do not carry as much prestige. For exampéeCibckney variety of

English spoken in Britain does not have msich prestige as the RP
variety. So also, other dialects of Yoruba do rastycas much prestige

as the standard variety, the Oyo dialect.

3.4 Lingua Franca

When language groups that speak different larggiagme in contact

and need to communicate, they often seleclarsguage all groups can
understand, such a language is called magud franca. This term was
originally used to refer to trade languages thdaisguages that came

about in contact situations. Today, however, anguage can qualify to

be a lingua franca. For example, English the lingua franca of the
world because it is the language obmmunication among diverse
language groups. Lingua Francas can be regionafigd for example,

Swahili is the lingua franca for EasAfrica because it is spoken in
Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania. In Nigerithere are regional lingua
francas that are spoken by diverse iethmgroups within particular
regions- Hausa is the lingua franca ofthe INdgbo is for the South

East, Yoruba is for the West, and Nigeridgin can be said to be
Nigeria’s lingua franca.

3.5 Pidgins and Creoles

While lingua francas tend to be languages thahatige to the region,

pidgins and creoles have a differentigior Pidgins and Creoles
originate as contact languages between two widérent cultures and

peoples and as such, it is not possible for thguages of either group

to be used.

The following is a definition of a pidgin:

* A pidginisa reduced language that results from extended ctonta

between groups of people with no language in room it evolves
when they need some means of communication, peifbatrade,

but no group learns the native language of anyrgffeaip... Holm
(1988: 4)

Contact situations are often as a result of tradece the reference to
Pidgins as trade languages. According to Yule (ZED.
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« A pidgin is a variety of a languagewhich developed foi
sorpeactical purpose among groups of people who ahatiof contact

but did not know each other's languagélhe origin of the
tBrdgin’ is thought to be from a Chinese Ridgiversion of
theglish word ‘business’.

Pidgins differ from jargons which have no fixeform in that pidgins
have rules of grammar, pronunciation, andeaning, although some
variation persists because they are still evoNamguages. There are a

number of Pidgins around the world, some are Pudsg-based, Dutch-

based French-based, Spanish-based, Engksltbaand even African
based. Tok Pisin is an English-based pidgin wideld in Papua, New

Guinea. In Nigeria for example, Nigerian dtd originated from the
contact between Europeans who came to thet obdgest Africa for

trade and Nigerians.

Creoles are Pidgins that have acquired native  spkars. The
poexesyy a  pidgin @ transforms  into a @reois called

‘Creolisation’ (Hudson 2001:63). As Crysta(1993:89-90) argues, a
Creole is a pidgin language, which has become tittentongue of a

speech community. In addition, the process oflig&mon expands the

structure and stylistic range of the pidginietjuage. This language
becomes  “comparable in  formaland functional = complexity  tc
Bthguages”. An example of a Creole is Krio of S&idreone. In Nigeria,

Nigerian Pidginis a Creole for a growing numobkits speakers who

have learned it as a first language, gdme their native languages.
Creole is a term used to refer to the customs aeech of Africans and

Europeans born in the new World (Holm 1988:9).

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3
Why is English called “the lingua franca of the P

4.0 CONCLUSION

In conclusion, this unit has examined variousdiecand outcomes of

the influence of society on language. The relahgnbetween language

and society can be described as inteectibecause of the variation
created through social variables such as educatgs),gender, ethnicity

etc. The presence of variation attests the creative innate ability of
speakers who use language to achieve their goals.

5.0 SUMMARY
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In this unit, we discussed the dynamic tietship between language
and society. We also examined functions of langusggal factors that

influence the use oflanguage, the varieties tarise thereof, and the
need for standard varieties. The next unitaigicuss the relationship
between language and culture.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1 Discuss the relationship between languagd aociety drawing
your examples from the Nigerian society.
2. List five slangs and five jargons and vile the meaning for
each.
3.Below are some words from British, mérican and Nigerian
Englishes. Identify the equivalents for the thrageties:
(a) clothes peg b. police c. clothes clip d. bobbyndershirt
f. clothes pin g. vest h. singlet i. cop
4. Briefly discuss the difference between a pidmd a creole.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Elugbe, B. O. & A. Omamor (1991). Nigerian Pidgdackground &
Prospects. Ibadan: Heinemann Educational Books.

Holm, J. (1988). Pidgins and Creoles: Theory amdc8ire (Vols. 1 &
2) Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Lyons, John (1981). Language and Lingessti An Introduction.
Cambridge University Press: United Kingdom.

Radford, A (et al) (1999). Linguistics/An Introduction. Cambridge
University Press: United Kingdom.

Yule, George (2002). The Study of Languadggambridge University
Press.

Yusuf, Ore (ed.) (1999). Introduction tanguistics. llorin Texts in

Linguistics, Language and Literature. Departmeritiofuistics:
University of llorin.

89



LIN 111 INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTICS |

Fromkin, Victoria (et al) (2003). An Introductioa Language. Seventh
Edition. U.S.A: Heinle.

UNIT 2 LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Language and Culture
3.1.1 Taboo and Euphemism
3.1.2 Kinship Terms
3.2 Theories of Language and Culture
3.2.1 Linguistic Determination
3.2.2 Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis
4.0 Conclusion
50 Summary
6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

90



LIN 111 INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTEI

In the last unit you learned about the relationgi@jween language and

society, and the Kkinds of variation that sociariables introduce into
language at different levels. This unitis a tecaration of the previous

unit with focus on the relationship between languagd culture. Just as

every society is characterized by language, soealeoy society has its

own culture, its own setof beliefs, its ownond view; and as such,
culture is an integral feature of societyn fact, it is not so easy to
delineate language from culture; did cultuegist before language or
language before culture? We will discussxamples of variation in
language due to cultural differences, examine seanly theories about

the relationship between language and tuul namely, linguistic
determinism, and the Sapir-Whorf hypothesi§Ve shall also briefly
highlight the role of culture in thestudy of language today
(anthropological linguistics, ethnolinguistics).

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

« define language in relation to culture
« explain the role of language in culture
» discuss the theories of language and culture.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Language and Culture

What is culture? There are as manyfinitiens depending on the
discipline. Historians for example, view culturefasns of civilisation.

However, anthropology which is the discipline thtatdies peoples and

their culture defines culture as “socialyacquired knowledge” (Yule
2002: 246). From this point of view, one of theajor ways in which

language isrelated to culture is that lagguas an aspect of culture.
Other aspects include belief system, values, oustind traditions and

so on. Second, language is an instrument usexpt@ss thought. The

belief systemof a society or their worldewi which is part of their
culture is often reflected in their languagkeird, language is used to
express culture that is the medium by Wwhisocial experiences and
values of a society are perceived anohderstood. Culture, as an
expression of social reality influences theontent of language. Also,
since language reflects culture and the world \oédifferent societies,

it follows that the wvarious -cultural stinctions and differences of
different societies will also be reflected throdgnguage. This is why
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many of the factors responsible for iate&on in language ar
vitsved as cultural differences.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. What is culture?
2. What are three ways in which language relatesltare?

3.1.1 Taboo and Euphemism

In the sections that follow, we will examingome examples of socio-
cultural structures reflected in language.

The phenomenon of taboo words and euphemism ie-sattural in the

sense that they reflect the particulatustoms and world viev
ebciedy. Have you ever heard someone use wordsdbated offensive

to you? Have you ever thought why one dwvorsounds offensive and
another word does not? The word tabeso a word taken fron
Rolynesian language called Tongan, and it is useefer to acts that are

forbidden or avoided (Fromkin et al 2003. 476). Allsocieties
haaoples of acts or words that are consideretbéo taboo- words that

are considered inappropriate for certain contextstally forbidden in

any context. For example, the boy just &tckup, the word fuck i
taboo or inappropriate word to use imany contexts, but ma
becepted in drinking bars etc.; using Jesus asvaar word is a taboo
particularly for Christians; saying theamme of prophet Mohammed
without a reference are examples of disespand therefore taboos.
Note also what is perceived as taboo varies froensmtiety to another

even though the same language is being spokemexample, words
that are acceptable in the United Kingdomaymnot be acceptable in
America. The acceptability of taboo words also ¢feanver time.

In  many cultures, words that describe sexualamsgnd the sexual act
form a significant portion of taboo words. In Esgjlj there are two or
more sets of words to describe sexual organs,atepsable words and
the taboo words:

Acceptable words Taboo words
* Vagina cunt
* Penis cock, prick
* Breasts tits, boobs
* Feces shit

In some contexts, even the accepted words arecezplay other words.
For example, a mother will say to a male child wee instead of penis.
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In some cultures, the word for sex isffensive and only wused in
restricted contexts. The sexual act is referratsiog a phrase or word

that is not offensive. For example, Yoruba hasadavord for sex- do

which is rarely heard or used in polite interacti®ax in Yoruba is more

commonly referred to as ‘lsspo together or ba ra wonsun ‘slept
together’. There is no linguistic explanation ¥ary one word is more

acceptable than another except the choia#fls what is acceptable is
socially and culturally determined.

One of the ways in  which society attempts tolkesthe use of taboo
words is through the use of euphemisms. Aeopgmisa word or
phrase that replaces a taboo word or serves id affensive subjects.

A common example is the way different cisbes refer to death. In
English, people passon or kick the bucke¥druba, a king does not
die, he goes to be with his ancestors ob@wather English examples

include to urinate is to ease one’self or to gothse bathroom; to have

sexis to make love or sleep with someones@he&xamples show that
euphemisms have connotative meanings that adfftect the attitudes,
values, beliefs of people, and through languagg d@he passed on from

one generation to the next generation.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. What is a taboo? Give an example from your laggu
2. What is euphemism? Give an example from youguage.

3.1.2 Kinship Terms

Another example of culture reflecting on languagierms of address.

Terms of address refers to the language for kinstnigcture in a given

society. In English-speaking societies, skip terms are based on a
nuclear family structure- son, daughter, othmar, father, grandfather,
grandmother, grandson, granddaughter, brother gsjstiece, nephew,

cousin, uncle, aunt. In Yoruba-speaking socieliesever, it based on

an extended family structure where these no single words or
distinctions for cousin, aunt, uncle, nephew ocaid hese relationships

are described with phrases, for exampteusin is child of my
father/mother’s brother/sister. The different ohistions made between

the English-speaking and Yoruba-speakingcietes show that the
family structures are organised and perceived reifity .

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Mention the major kinship distinctions in youwulture as reflected in
your language.
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3.2 Theories of Language and Culture

3.2.1 Linguistic Determination

Two theories have been influential inttempting to explain the
relationship between culture and language aasmeans of interpreting
social reality. According to Lyons (2003),nes knowledge of one’s
native language is culturally transmitted or cudtlyracquired by virtue

of one’s membership of a particular sicieLinguistic determinism
holds that “language determines thought”. This vimsits that there is

an interdependence of language and thoughn  other  words,
BHngeages have different ways of desogbi the world, there i
eelationship between the language you havarnéel andthe way you
perceive the world. In its extreme sense, the laggyou have learned

will determine the way you view the world, your ebdceality. One of

the examples provided to support this view isréflection of the type

of physical environment a society lives on thederi For example, the

number of words the Eskimos have toescdbe the term sno\
ggnificantly more than that of the British or otlyographical contexts

that experience snow. In English, there is justwasl for it, but for the

Eskimos there are several, and the view is theduse it is winter for

them all year round, their world view is organised arour
thgieriences and this is reflected in the way tlaeiguage is organised.

Similarly, the Bedouin Arabic has a significantlyge lexicon for the

word camel compared to other similar societies.

3.2.2 Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis

The Sapir -Whorf hypothesis is generally regardedrmamalgamation

of linguistic determinism, and a second propositommonly referred

to as linguistic relativity. Linguistic relattyi posits that “there isno

limit to structural diversity of languages”. It svander this hypothesis

that both propositions were brought tbget The Sapir-Whorf
hypothesis surmises that 1) we can only experiencevorld in terms

of the categories and distinctions provided by laoguage, and 2) the

categories and distinctions in each language dggien to it and cannot

be measured with those of other systen#s linguists and
anthropologists, Edward Sapir, and hisudett Benjamin Whorf
developed the hypothesis based on their study Aoferican Indians in

the 1930s. Sapir was ofthe view that the readrld (a group’s social
reality) is based on the language habits of themgrm other words, the

language of a group predisposes the gréop interpret the worlc
gertain ways. Whorf further claimed that languagonditions the way

we view our world and different langeag groups view the
difgeently as dictated by their different langea. The significance of

this observation is that language diffieess bring about cultural
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differences. In the study ofthe American Imdi&vhorf observed that

there was a distinction between animate and inarigwtegories in the

grammar of the Hopi language. Clouds and stones vategorized as

animate, and so Whorf concluded thate tHopi viewed clouds and
stones as living things by virtue ofhe way their language was
organised.

You will recall that at the beginning of thisiym asked the question,
which one existed first- the culture of a peopbr their language? The
Sapir-Whorf  hypothesis begs the same tmues does language
determine the way we view or organise our wridture) or does our
world view determine the way our language is orgea®

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5

1. What are the differences between Istgu determinism and
linguistic relativity?

2. Highlight the main premise of the Sapir-Whorpbthesis.

3. Give an example of an item in your languagenoich there are
several words to describe it.

4.0 CONCLUSION

From the examples we have examined, theiversal components of
language may not be culturally conditionddowever, the content of
language such as naming of objects may bdurally conditioned to
reflect the social reality of the group. As sutig relationship between

language and culture is a dynamic one, ratherdna determining the

other. Current language studies examine the rof culture within the
theoretical framework of ethnolinguisticsa branch of linguistic
anthropology (see Module 1, unit 1).

5.0 SUMMARY

In thisunit, we have Ilearned aboutthe retethip between language
and culture. Since the focus of this course isamgliage, we examined

the role of language in culture as is exemplifreéxamples of variation

in language due to cultural differences. We alsculsed some theories

of language and culture namely, lingaistideterminism, linguistic
relativity, and the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1 In what ways do taboo words and euphemism refldtaire?
2 Discuss the major differences betweemgulistic determinism,
linguistic relativity, and the Sapir-Whorf hypotiees
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3In Igbo, there are several more words foetages than there
are in  Yoruba. Explain  why this is sobased on
liegeristioism.
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7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In Module 4 Unit 1, we examined thelefinitions and functions of
language, we will now discuss the colesues as they relate to
sociolinguistics and varieties of languag&Ve will now recall these
issues here: bilingualism, multilingualismdiglossia, code-switching,
code-mixing, language attitudes and language phanni

In  examining varieties of language, you knadready that languages
vary and this variation is related to the plaaagtiand context in which
they are used. Hartmann and Stork (1972) asseiinda are three (3)
basic criteria to note when we discuss variatiolamguage. These are:

» the geographical and social background of thalggreand the actual
situation in which the speech act takes place

* the medium or mode of expression i.e. oral/sppkeitten or extra-
linguistic features

» the subject-matter for discussion.

In a similar vein, Hudson (2001:1) defines langueagety as “a set of

linguistic items with similar social distributit.  The various terms of

idiolect, sociolect, dialect, and register whichravdiscussed in Module

4, unit 1 all describe different varietied language within a speech
community. In Sociolinguistics, the speech pamity constitutes the

focus of study for varieties of language. One efdlrly definitions of a

speech community is that of Hockett (1958:8) wistdtes.

» Each language defines a speech community: the whole set of people

who communicate with each other, either directlyiadirectly, via
the common language.

A later definition like that of Labov'sdefinition (1972a:120) lays
emphasis on shared attitudes and knowledmstead of on shared
linguistic behaviour.

» The speech community is not defined by any ewdgreement in
the use of language elements, so much as by patian in a set of
shared norms; these norms may be obdenin overt types of
evaluative behaviour, and by the uniformity abstract patterns of
variation which are in variant in respect to parac levels of usage.

The existence of different varieties ofanguage in any society has

resulted in other phenomena that have been the fafcsociolinguistic
researchers, and which constitute the focus otthis
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2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

« distinguish between varieties of language and language variation
 explain the outcomes of varieties of language viz.: diglossia, code-
switching and code-mixing, borrowing, bgualism and

multilingualism
» discuss the role of language attitudes

* explain language planning.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Diaglossia

Diglossia is a phenomenon of language variationghvassumes that no

language is a uniform entity and that a languages according to the

place, time and context in which it is used. Diglass the presence in a

language of two varieties used for distinct funasie- a ‘high’ (H) and

low (L). Itisa situation where two varietief a language or distinct
codes are used for different functions. Fergus@iZ}) defines diglossia

as a relatively stable language situatiom which, in addition to
themary dialects of the language of the commuriligre is a divergent,

highly codified superposed variety, the vehicladdrge and respected

body of written literature which is learnardely by formal education
and is used for most written and formal spoken @segdout is not used

by any sector of the community for dineary conversation. This
definition implies the presence in a speech comiywh two varieties

of a language -“a high variety” (H) and “a low variety’(L).
deknition equally assumes that no language isifaum entity and that

the language varies according to the place, tindecantext in which it

is used. Diglossia therefore describes a situatioere two varieties of a

language or different languages are usemt different functions.
According to Crystal (1993:104) is diglossida situation where two
different VARIETIES of a language co-occuthroughout a speech
community, each with a distinct range of socialclion. Both varieties

... are felt to be alternatives”.

The ‘high’ is used for formal occasions and in tenttexts whereas the

low’ is used in colloquial conversation. Idiglossia, the emphasisis
placed on the special functions for ‘H’ and ‘L’.18etimes only the ‘H’

IS appropriate for some situations anth some cases only tr

$ametimes, however, the two sets overlap. A diglaggiation can be
described through the use of a matrix. Oftea ftimctions assigned to

languages within a society will determine whichgaage is H or L. In
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Nigeria for example, English by virtue of its bgithe nation’s official
language, performs the special functions of H imfal contexts, while

the local languages perform functions of L iromfial contexts. Below
isthe matrix for a Nigerian speech commurggy between standard
English (H) and Nigerian Pidgin (L):

HL
» Sermon in church or mosque X X
* Instructions to servants, waiters, workmen x
* Personal letter X
» Speech in Parliament X
* University lecture X
» Conversation with family, friends, colleagues x x
* News broadcast X X
* Radio ‘soap opera’ X X
* Newspaper editorial, news story x
 Caption on political cartoon X X
* Poetry X X
 Folk literature X X

Some of the parameters used in categgrisilanguage varieties that
perform functions of ‘H and ‘L’ incled function in terms of
formal/informal; prestige in terms of superiofénor; literary heritage

in terms of written/oral; standardizationn terms of
codified/noncodified; and lexicon in terms of teat/lack of technical

terminology (Akindele &Adegbite 1999).

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Construct a matrix for the use of English arftk lbcal language(s) in
your community. Which one is the high or low langea

3.2 Bilingualism and Multilingualism

Bilingualism refers to the coexistence of two laages within a speech

community. A bilingual person is someoneho has linguistic
competence in two or more languages. ltigualism is the
coexistence of more than two languages within adpeommunity or

society. A person who speaks more tha&awo Ilanguages is called
'multilingual' (although the term 'bilingiah’ can be used for both
situations), and a society in which more than targguages are spoken

Is called a multilingual society.

Sources of bilingualism and multilingualismBilingualism and
multilingualism are very common occurrencesnmany societies. It is

possible for a person to speak threleur, or even more languages
fluently. People may become bilingual (omultilingual) either by
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acquiring two (or more) languages at the same timehildhood or by

learning a second (or third or fourthetc) language sometim
aftgquiring  their  first language. Nigerias i an example of |
denslhgual situation with about 510 languagpsken by 140 million

people. Almost every Nigerian is bilinguaby virtue of the nation’s
multilingual status and the need for mownication across ethnic
groups. Another source of bilingualism danmultilingualism is
colonialism. Most African countries have come teédnthe language of

their colonial masters as the official laage. As a result, educated
Africans are mostly bilingual ni the language of the colonialis
tredr local language. Other sources of bilingualesrd multilingualism

are through migration, trade, and conquests.

3.1.2 Types of Bilingualism
Two major types of bilinguals are identified:

a. Co-ordinate  Bilinguals: A co-ordinate bihgual is one who
acquires his mother tongue (local languadpefore acquiring a
second language. That individual learnke t second language
through the first language and thus h&sowledge of two
linguistic  systems.  Many rural children n i Nigeria learn
thed language  first  before  they learnEnglish  through
tmtacaltion.

b. Compound Bilinguals: A compound bilingual is one who
acquires both first and second languages at the ara. Urban
children in Nigeria are a good example of this
bheausecthary acquire their local language at howmethe same
time, learn the language of the community if iierent from
theirs. A third dimension is their learning Englitinough formal
education. Thus, they are exposed taeeth languages almost
simultaneously.

Furthermore, the parameters of language choice catute bring about

other types of bilinguals such as the monocultcoabrdinate bilingual,

who learns a second language for a purpose eagqtare education or

conduct business in another country; the bicultcwabrdinate bilingual,

who acculturises by not only learninghet second Ilanguage b
albgpts the cute and way of life; and the  bicudiui
bdimgasindwho acquires two languages andeirthcultures at the same

time (Yusuf (ed.) 1999).

The acquisition of a first language has both pasitind negative effects

on the Ilearning of a second language. Sashethose effects include
language interference, borrowing, and code-switghin
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3.3 Language Interference

Language interference refers to the negaintuence ofan acquired
language over another language being learrfach interference can
occur at the various linguistic levelsphonological, morphological,
semantic, and syntactic.

Phonological interference: This is when sourfde® language being
learned (L2) which do not occur in the acquired language (L 1) are being

substituted with its own sounds. For example, s¥ioreba learners of
English tendto replace the English consonagnté with/t, / asin

‘faith’ pronounced as ‘fate’, and ‘teach’ prommed as ‘teash’. In the
same way, English learners of Yoruba tend to repliag, gb/ with /p, b/
as in ‘apapa’ instead of ‘akpakpa’, and ‘alabadstead of ‘alagbado’.

Morphological interference: This refers tdhe incorrect use of word
formation rules of L1 for L2. For example, in English some nouns are

prefixed by a descriptive phrase such as ‘a pi€agarmation’, a sheet

of paper, a pair of trousers’ etc. Howeverigexdan languages do not

have such prefixes. So, many learners of Englishidveay *‘| have an

information’, ‘Give me paper’, and ‘He’s wearingcaitrousers’.

Semantic interference: This involves thsubstitution of meaning of
words and utterances. For example, it is commomfust Nigerians to

say ‘Il am coming’ in English when they mean ‘I ok back’. This is

because in many Nigerian languages, ‘I will beckb& translated as ‘I

am coming’ e.g Yoruba: Mo nbo; Hausa: | na zuwaptgA na ma bia.

Syntactic interference: Interference at the syrddevel refers to use of

L1 structuresin L2. For example, Nigerian languages do not inflect for

passive constructions as in English. Fdinis reason, many Nigerian
learners of English would translate the constructidy computer was

stolen’ where the reference is unknown as *‘thejesiny computer’.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2
Give one example each of phonological, mormpdichl, semantic and

syntactic interference of your local language thanlearning of English
in your local community.

3.4 Borrowing
In a situation where different languages and speat@ne into contact,
it is possible to introduce into a languager dialect an element from

other languages it has come in contact .willhis pattern is possible
through imitation. For example: most Nige languages have
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borrowed words from the English language. A fenareples are given
below:

English Ibibio
* lawyer loya/doya
e radio udedio
e tin tian
e glass akrasi
* basin abesin
* police bolisi
* mouse amaus

The most common type of borrowing is that of vodakyitems. Other

types of borrowing are loan translatiorand loan shift.  Note
tratowing is found in all languages of ethworld. Even the English
language which is highly developed also borrowedifother languages

like French and Latin, etc. For example, therdso restaurant, salon,

fillet, foyer etc are French words that have bmeo part of the English

lexicon.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

List five wordsthat have been borrowedonfanother language into
your local language. Are there changes in prontincizand spelling?

3.5 Code-Switching and Code-Mixing

Code-switching is the term that is used to iderttfy alternating use of

language varieties in speech. Some relsee make a distinction
between code-switching and code-mixing (e.g. Kadl9&3). For them,

the former refers to alternations which @cantersententially, that is
between sentences, while the latter seferto alternations the
mteagententially, that is within a sentence. Wbier the case is, both
phenomena require competence Iin more thame language. For
example, a Nigerian who is proficient in two or mdanguages like the

English language, the Nigerian pidgin (NP), Yorulgap, Ibibio, Edo,

Tiv, Kanuri or Hausa can choose anyf these languages for
communication. Note that the choice must be deperatethe fact that

the listener is also proficient in the languaggaur choice (cf. Okon

2002). Below are some examples of ganéential code-switching
between Yoruba, Hausa, Igbo, Ibibio and Englishbeesvely:

* Wo" n ti examine gbogbo papers yen (Banjo 2007:3)
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They have examined all those papers

» Gaskiya, gidan belongs to a friend
In truth, the house belongs to a friend (Daura&@&9007)

* Amam onye iwu very well
| know you very well  (Essien 1995: 272)

* Nkpo odo aya affect anye permanently
The thing will affect him/her permanently (Essi€d9%: 272)

» Den wi kom enta the role of Federal and State Policy

Then we discussed the topic, the role of FedeidlSiate Policy
(Oloruntoba 1992: 128)

3.5.1 Types of Code-Switching

There are two types of code-switching ¥Fhe situational and the
metaphorical.

Situational Code-Switching: It occurs where am@&guage isused ina
particular situation and another language is usedother situation. In
Nigeria for example, some families use the indigsnanguages or the
Nigerian Pidgin at home, market, whereas the Emdgisguage is used

in schools, offices or in other formal situations.

Metaphorical Code-Switching: In this casdhe situation does not
determine the choice of Ilanguage, rath#rve choice of language
determines the situation (Bloms & Gumperz, 197 Huinison 2001).

The outcomes of bilingualism and mulgiralism are diglossia,
language interference, code-switching and borrowing

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

What is the difference between code-switching amaeemixing? Give
one example of each between your local languageuanither language
that people in your community usually code-switth i

3.6 Language Altitudes

So far, we have discussed sociolinguistics, laggu varieties and their

attendant’ issues. The attitudes of persomwards different language
varieties and the people who speak theme important in
sociolinguistics. The study of language at@ithvolves the study of
people’'s reactions, responses and percaptiaof the use of different
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language varieties. The study of sociolinguistscsat complete without

reference to language attitudes. Language attitutie overt or covert

reaction of language users to the lagge which exist in
tragirmunity, and the users of such languages (AnG2: 2®).

Language attitudes thrive more in dense muifilad contexts such as

Nigeria. Some of the sociohistorical forces tiate shaped language
attitudes in sub-Saharan Africa include i) the afl&uropean languages

i) language policies in education iii) role of tarage in social mobility,

and iv) language codification (Adegbija 949 With the presence of
over 500 languages in Nigeria, the attitudes olgers are bound to be

varied. This kind of variation is dependentn whether the language
variety meets the following criteria:

* a considerable national and/or international caye of users;
« a metropolitan or cosmopolitan status;
e a considerable numerical strength and sameasure of economic
and political power, and
« a sufficiently reliable codified form.
Babajide 2001:2

With the determinant factors of languagattitude towards certain
language varieties enumerated above, several sthdiee noted that the

general attitude of Nigerians towards thEnglish language is mostly
positive (Adegbija 1994, Ansa 2002, Babajide 2@DHon 1990, 2001,

Akindele and Adegbite 2005, Igboanusi and P20€5). The positive
attitude is informed by the role and status gflish in Nigeria as the
language of education and therefore the langumyeupward mobility.

Nigerian languages are a dismal second @mdof attitude of users
towards them.

3.7 Functional Varieties of Language

This section examines language varieties that ctearze bilingual and
multilingual speech communities according to tifiemctions.

* Mother Tongue

The term ‘mother tongue’ refers to a al@e’'s indigenous, local or
native language. It is usually a speaker’s filsgleage and is acquired

not learned. The  term, like  first laage  should not b
litediatigtoodto mean a  speaker's first oa  speaker's mother
Ratheige. mother tongue refers to the guage acquired within the
speaker’s local environment and identifies theakpgs native culture.

In this regard, it is the language in which theadee best expresses his/

her world view. For some, it is theonly language they
speak
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(monolingual), while for bilinguals, it is the firanguage. For example,

an individual of Yoruba origin who grows up in Ydaland will have

Yoruba as his/her mother tongue, whil@nother individual also of
Yoruba origin but who grows up in théJnited Kingdom will have
English as his/her mother tongue. Inrmge of function, the mother
tongue is a variety that expresses onetsnic and national identity.
Thus, it is often used as the language of ethmeaction. In language

learning it isreferred to asthe L1. It isalso assumed that akespeas

required to have mastery in speaking and listeskits in the mother

tongue, and reading and writing where it is a gedifanguage.

» Second Language

A second language refers to the language thaaiedéd after acquisition

of the first language or mother tongudt presumes a bilingual or
multilingual context. In Nigeria for exam, learning of English is
usually referred to asthe learning ofa omdc language. English is a
second language for Nigeria in the sense that é\ggrian is assumed

to speak at least one native language or mothguerHowever, it may

not literally mean that it isthe speakeesand language in order of
sequence. The second language is a etyarithat shares a speaker’s
linguistic repertoire with the mother tongue butfpens functions often

different from those of the mother toagu English functions as the
nation’s official language and as the medium ofcadional instruction.

In Nigeria, English islearned as a second laggu which is different

from learning English as a foreign langua®®. a result of English’s
sociohistory in Nigeria, it hasbecome na®d such that the variety
taught and spoken is significantly different fr@mtish English which

viewed as the standard for learning purposes.

* Foreign Language

A foreign language can be the secommhguage a bilingual or
multilingual speaker’s linguistic repertoire. Hovegyit can also be the

third or fourth language. It is definedas the Ilanguage in which the
speaker performs specialized activities such aslation, interpretation

etc. For example, French is a foreign languageigeifia and although it

has been accorded the status of an official langutgmajor function is

for international communication with Niggs French speaking
neighbours. It isa foreign language also Ioyuei of the approach to
teaching and learning a foreign language whishdifferent from how
English is taught. In schools, French is taughiresof the subjects and

IS not a medium of instruction. It is however rieséd to being used in

interactions with the native speakers. hedt examples of foreign
language within the Nigerian context include GanrSpanish, Italian,

and Chinese languages.
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 National Language

A national language is one that has beagcorded the status
targuage to foster a nation’s unity. In the Unikedgdom, it is English,

in Nigeria there are three national languablesisa, Igbo and Yoruba
representing three geopolitical zones, North, BadtWest respectively.

National languages are used in communicating goventissues and in

promoting  national cohesion. The implication of this choice i
fheher establishment of multilingualism in theduistic repertoire of a

Nigerian- there isthe mother tongue, Engliskdificated, and at least

one of the national languages if it is not the sam&e mother tongue.

* Lingua Franca

Alingua francais a language that is used faradtion among people

with  different mother tongues. It is eth language of wider
communication beyond a speaker’'s immediate natwext into inter-

ethnic situations. It isalso usedby all tees of the society. So for
example, Nigerian Pidgin is a lingua franca beeat facilitates wider
communication and is used by all sections of tleee$p unlike English

that is restricted to the educated. At the satime, while Englishis a
global lingua franca because it facilitates intéoreal communication, it

does not function fully as a lingua franca at ta&@amal level in Nigeria.

« Official Language

Official languages are languages prescribed fobysgovernments of

countries to conduct official business, commerakeaucation. In most

African countries, a non-native languagike English, French,
Portuguese and Arabic are official languages. a few countries like
Tanzania, a native language, Swahili is one obffieial languages. In

Nigeria, English and more recently, French amxoeled the status of
official languages.

* Regional Language

Regional languages are languages that ased for communication
within a defined regional context. Thewre languages of wider
communication within that region. Often regioninguages are borne

out of the need to interact for trading purposeddst Africa, Kiswahili

IS a regional langage because it is spoken  across
phucdnes- Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania. A laggu like Hausa also
enjoys a regional status because it isokesp across some countries,
Nigeria, Niger, and Chad. Within Nigeria, ete are several regional
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languages which are spoken within region$hey include Edo, Efik,
Annang, Ibibio, Kanuri, and Tiv.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5

Using the definitions above, list all thendaages that you speak and
identify the status of each one.

3.8 Language Planning

What is language planning? Why do we need langpkgming? What
Is the role of sociolinguistics in languagearpling? This section will
provide the answers to these questions.

Language planning has been described as “a setibérhte activities
systematically designed to select fromyganoise and develop the
language resources of a community in order to esehdre utilization of

such resources for development” (Akindele &defbite 1999: 73). A
good African example of language planning is thepéion of Kiswabhili

as the national language for Tanzania, East#fr The process starts
with selecting a language to fulfill esfic roles; the Ilanguage is
codified by developing grammar, dictionaries written materials
required to establish it as a standard varietg;thriety is elaborated

by developing it for use in all spheres- literagientific, arts etc; The

language is implemented mainly by governmewho encourages its
use; the language is accepted by a majooitghe population as the
national language for social and national identity.

Why do we need Ilanguage planning? Lagguaplanning is a direct
outcome of multilingual situations. Whereherte are many languages,
there is the need to plan for their developmentusedfor the benefit of

the society. Nigeria serves asa good exangfla country thatneeds
language planning because of its hightense multilingual status.
Nigeria has the highest number of languages, dd@iover a population

size of 140 million. It portrays linguistic dirgaty which isthe use of
several languages as a means of communicationsadingsse groups of

people within a defined context. Language planeingbles countries to

maximise the benefits of multilingualism over atbee the problems it

posits.

In response to the need for language planning, Basey(1991: 62-63)
provides a language typology for sub-SahararcAfihat can serve as
criteria for assigning status and functions to leages:

* The mother tongue (medium of informal educatiothe home and
for socialization among peers
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e Language of the immediate community ftpalarly for minority
language speakers which serves as a local or @ddingua franca)

» Language of wider communication (can serve afsa language of
immediate community but with a wider reach asaftingua franca
or national language

e Language of wider communication whichs ialso the official
language (usually was the official langgia during the colonial
period and isa second language for most fmst language fora
growing number of speakers)

e Language of religion (as isthe case withbAc in countries with
Muslim populations)

e Language of wider communication whichs ilearnt as a foreign
language.

Although there is no separate languagelicy for Nigeria, it is
incorporated into the nation’s policy statemenrh education. Nigeria’s
language policy in education reflects aspects @fthove categorisation.

The policy states as follows:

» Government appreciates the importance of language asa aheans

promoting social interaction and natural exibn; and preserving
cultures. This every child shall learn the languafy#ne immediate
environment.  Furthermore, in the interest of national unity
gxpeaslient that every child shall be required torleme of the three

Nigerian languages: Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba.

 For smooth interaction with our neighbours, it is desirable for every
Nigerian to speak French. Accordingly, French sbalthe second
official language in Nigeria and it shall be @mpulsory in primary
and Junior Secondary Schools but Non-Vocatioklective at the
Senior Secondary School.
(National Policy on Education 2004: 4 -5)

The policy prescribes languages to be used dsimeof instruction,

those to be learned at difnt educational levels. For examg
frescribes the mother tongue or language ofhtineeidiate community

to be the medium of instruction at the pre-pryravel as well as for

the first three years of primary education, whifegksh is to be learned

as a subject beginning from the first three yeammimary school. The

policy prescribes English to become the mediunmsiruction from the

fourth year of primary education. For the natil@guages, the policy
prescribes the teaching and learning of minimum of two Nigerian
languages at the secondary education level.

4.0 CONCLUSION
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Language varieties are very important in thedytwf language in any

society. It involves looking at how cepts Ilike borrowing;
bilingualism, pidgin and Creole evolved aseesult language contact.
Sociolinguistics is one of the branches of lingass It is the study of

language in relation to the society. isThrelationship explains why
people speak differently within the same speechnconity.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has examined language varietiepeaers of any language

vary their speeches depending on the age, topuatisin and function.

The speaker is also capable of mixing or switcliiogh one language to

another. We have also stated that other typetangtiages like Pidgin

and Creole can arise as a result afferdnt languages that come In
contact. It is also possible to borrow woodphrases from different

languages in order to coin new words.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What is borrowing? Give examples ofordé that have been
borrowed into your mother tongue or indigenous Ueauge.

2. Write on the functions of the Nigerian Pidgiroimr society.

3.What is your understanding of thermte Diglossia? Is there
diglossia in Nigeria? If yes, explain.

4. Explain code-switching and give examples aistllations using
English and your native language.

5.What do you wunderstand by languagariety? Identify the
varieties that exist in your speech community.

6. What is the attitude of Nigerians tthe different languages
existing in the country?

7. What is the status of English at the intermatidevel and at the
continental level in Africa? Contrast its statushat of the native
languages.
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