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Introduction

Welcome to ILS209: Introduction to French I. This is a twredit unit coursavailable for students

in the Uhdergraduate ibrary and Information Sciencer&gramme at the two hundred level. The
course provides an opportunity for students to acquire a basic knowledge and understaheing of
French languagd-rench is often considered the language of the modern man. A French lesson is
a cultural journey into the worldf fashion, gasonomy, the arts, architectuas well as library

and information science.

I n todayo0s poficeryin thesFeeiech languagean imporant skill. Frenchs an
internationaldnguageThis olvious fact makes essential for professionals everywhere to master
the language in order to conduct research and to communicatieiitheershe worldover. For
librarians in Anglophone countries like Nigeria, learning French means learning thal speci
terminologies in the field dibrary and information scienaes well as the general vocabulary and
grammar ofthe French language. In recent timéisere has been a growing need for librarians
with sound working knowledge tifie French language becausfethe presence of several foreign

researchers who are citizens of the neighbouring francophone African countries.

Besides, globaletion, regionalism, Afdan integration and cooperation as well as migration have
diverdfied the population of Nigeriaence, she needs nedbilingual librarians. fis courseunit

is, thereforemeant toequipNigerian librarians with the knowledge of special French language
for librarians to enable them serve better the francophone population that uses Nigerian libraries

This course guide providethe necessary information about the contents of thiese and the
materialneedadto be familiar with for a progr understanding of the subjauttte. It is designed

to helpget the best of the course by enablmgductive thinking about the priniples underlying
the issues under study and the projentscute in the course oftudy and thereafter. It also
provides some guahce on the way to approach ther-marked assignments (TMAQf course
onthespot guidance &ém thetutorial classesan bereceival and it is advised that these be
approackd with all seriousnes®verall, this course guide will fill an important vacuum in the
field of Library and Information Services, especially as it teattteeBrencihanguagevocabulary
for Library services, names of library obje in Frenchas wellascategorigtion of these objects

into masculine and feminine gender



COURSE GUIDE LIS209

Course Aims
The aims of this course are to:

I. explain French phoneticalound and phonologys well astie intonation and stress;

ii. equip you with the basic French vocabulary to enable you attend to Francophone users of the
library, as the case may arise;

iii. provide you with a broad range of French knowledge as regard namemsfof theibrary

furniture and book materials.

iv. expose you to other working knowledge of French in daily life operations in a library

environment.

Course Objectives

At the end of this course, you should be able to:

i. differentiate between the French sounds to understamdRrench interlocutors;

ii. identify library materials by their names in French;

iii. greet yourFrancophone library clientelesing the appropriate French language structures;

iv. explaintheidea of gender of things in French and differentiate between masculine and feminine
objects in a library and in the word beyond the library;

V. use the appropriate verbs in the context of library operations.

Working through the Course
It is advisable that you should carefully study each unit, beginning witkttldg guideespecially
since this course provides an opportunity for you to understand the major language structures you

require inthe French language about the library.

Course Materials
1. Course guide
2. Study units

3. Textbooks

4. Assignment file

5. Presentation schedule.
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Study Units
There are a total dhree modules and each module has four units. This brings the coatstaio
of twelve units Some urts may bdonger and/or deep#nan otherslepending on the scope of the

course that is in focus. Tmeodules and thenits in the course are as follows:
MODULE 1: THE FRENCH LETTERS OF ALPHABET AND SOUNDS
UNIT 1: TheFrenchLetters of alphabet

UNIT 2: The rasal sound

UNIT 3: The oral sounds

UNIT 4: The silent letter

MODULE 2: MEETING WITH PEOPLE

UNIT 1: Greetings

UNIT 2: Introducing oneself

UNIT 3: Asking other peoplabout themselves

UNIT 4: Introducing our age and professions

MODULE 3: IDENTIFYING PEOPLE AND OBJECTS

UNIT 1: Identifying people (les personnes)

UNIT 2: Objects in a classroom (la salle de classe)

UNIT 3: Clothings(les véement$

UNIT 4: Objects in a library

Each of the unitgontained in each modulas a tale of contents, an introducticand alist of

objectives The main cotent in turn precedes each umtluding Sé-Assessment Exercises
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(SAESs). At the end of each unit, you will find one or more Tuktarked Assignment (TMA)

which you are expected to work on and submit for marking.

Textbooksand References

At the end of each unithere is a list of relevant reference materials which students may wish to
consult as the need arises. The list is, however, not exhaustive and sacrosanct. Students are
encouraged to cultivate the habit of consgltas many relevant materials as they are abt®to

within the time available.

Assessment

Two types of assessment are involved in the course:dliSsessment Exercises (SAEs) and

the TutorMarked Asigme nt ( TMA) questi ons. <sSarenoteehtsod ans
be submittecven thoughhey are important. ey are also important since they give students an
opportunity to assess their own understanding of the course cddtetite other handlutor-

Marked Assignments (TMAgre to be carefullyreswered and kept in your assignment file for

submission and marking. This will form 30% of the total score in the course.

Tutor Marked Assignment

At the end of every unit, you will find a Tutddarked Assignment which you should answer as
instructed and fdun your assignment file for submission. However, this Course Guide does not
contain any TuteMarked Assignment question. The Tutdarked Assignment questions are
provided from Unit 1 to Unit 12.

Final Examination and Grading

The final examination for IS209 will take two hours and carry 70% of the total course grade. The
examination questions will reflect the SAEs and TMAs that you have already worked on. It is
advisable for students to spend the time between their completion of the last unit and the
examination in revising the entire course. They will certainly finkdelpful to also review both

the SAEs and TMASs before the examination.



COURSE GUIDE

Course Marking Scheme

LIS209

The following Table sets out how the actual course marking is broken down.

Assessment

Marks

Four assignments (the best four of all |
assignments submitted for marking).

totalling 30%

Four assignments, each marked out of 1
but highest scoring three selected, t

Final Examination

70% of overall course score.

Total

100% of course score.

Course Overview Presentation Scheme

_ _ Week Assignment
Units Title of Work o )
Activity (End-of-Unit)
Course
Guide
MODULE 1: THE FRENCH LETTERS OF ALPHABET AND SOUNDS
UNIT 1 THE FRENCHLETTERS OF ALPHABET| \y/eek 1 Assignment1
UNIT 2 THE NASAL SOUNDS Week 2 Assignment1
UNIT 3 THE ORAL SOUNDS Week 3 Assignment1
UNIT 4 THE SILENT LETTERS
TMA 1 to be
Week 4 )
submitted
MODULE 2: MEETING WITH PEOPLE
UNIT 1 GREETINGS
Week 5 Assignment 1
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_ _ Week Assignment
Units Title of Work o )
Activity (End-of-Unit)
INTRODUCING ONESELF
UNIT 2 Week 6 Assignment 1
ASKING OTHERS ABOUT
UNIT 3 THEMSELVES Week 7 Assignment 1
TMA 2 to be
INTRODUCING OUR AGE AND submitted
UNIT4 | PROFESSIONS Week 8
MODULE 3: IDENTIFYING PEOPLE AND OBJECTS
IDENTIFYING PEOPLE (LES
UNIT 1 PERSONNES) Wee9 Assignment 1
OBJECTS IN ACLASSROOM (LA
UNIT 3 LES VETEMENTS (CLOTHINGS) Week 11 Assignment 1
TMA 3 to be
UNIT 4 OBJECTS IN A LIBRARY Week 12 )
submitted
o Week 13
Revision
14
Examination 1517
Total 17Weeks

What You Will Learn In the Course

Introduction to French | providgsu with the basic French languasteuctures that will enable

you offer Library and Information services to library userthmFrench language. It equips you

10
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with the phonetics andhpnology of the French languaghich will lead to your competence in

the listening and spoken French. The course will also teacthgéuench language as you require

in the process of interacting with Francophone library users. This include=r greetings, self
introductionand nany other patterns of interactional language requiresnenaddition, you will

learn the French verbs that are commonly associated with library services. You will learn the nature
of these French verbs, their groupngnd conjugatiorat least in the peent tense. Most
importantly, the course will teach the French for Library and Information services: the names of
library objects (furniture, book materials and other technical terms).

What You Will Need for the Course

Students would have to purchasgtbooks and other materials recommended to enable them have

a broader understanding of issues treated in the course. They would also need quality time in a
studyfriendly environment every week. For those who are compikeate, they should be
prepaed to visit recommended websites. They should also cultivate the habit of visiting reputable

physical libraries accessible to them.

Tutors and Tutorials

There are fifteen ()%ours of tutorials provided in support of the course. Students will be notified
of the datesnd location of these tutoriaisgether with the name and phone number of the tutor
as soon as they are allocated a tutorial group. The tutor will marlcanchent on students
assignmentand keep a close watch on their gness. Students sthldl ensure thegend their
Tutor-Marked Assignments promptigndalsofeel free to contact the tutor in case of any difficulty
with their selfassessment exercise, TulMarked Assignment or the grading of an assignment. In
any case, it is advised that démts should endeavour to attend the tat®rregularly and
punctually. Students are advised tovays take a list of such prepared questions to the tutorials
and participate actively in the discussions.

Conclusion
In conclusion, all the features of tltigurse guide have been designed to facilitate learning in order
that you achieve the aims and objectives of the course. They include the aims and objectives,

course summary, course overvieBeltAssessmenExercises and Tutdvlarked Assignments.

11
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Students should ensure that they make maximum use of them in theirsstudyo achieve

maximum results.

Summary

LIS209: Introduction to Fench I. This is a twaredit unit course available for students in the
undergraduateibrary and Infomation Science il®@gramme at the two hundred level. The course
provides an opportunity for students to acquire a basic knowledge and understatitiigenich
language wthah is often considered the language of the modern man. A French lesson is a cultural
journey into the worlds of fashion, demnomy, the arts, architectues well as library and

information science.

I n todayds gl ob althe&rench langusgs angmportant skill. Erenciyani n
international danguagemaking it essential for professionals everywhere to master the language in
order to conduct research and to communicate with their peers around the world. For librarians in
Anglophone countries like Nigeria, learning French means learning the speciabtegies in

the field oflibrary and information sciencas well as the general vocabulary and grammar of
French language. In recent timteere has been a growing need for librarians with sound working
knowledge otheFrench language because of thespreee of several foreign researchers who are
citizens of the neighbouring francophone African countries.

Besides, globaletion, regionalism, African integration andoperation as well as migration have
diverdfied the population of Nigeriaence, she neés more bilingual librarians. Thus, this unit is
meant toequip Nigerian librarians with the knowledge tifie special French language for
librarians to enable them serve better the francophone populéibnses Nigerian librariek.

wish yousuccess iithis course and | hope thatu will find it both interesting and useful.

12
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MODULE 1: THE FRENCH LETTERS OF ALPHABET AND SOUNDS
UNIT 1: TheFrenchLetters of alphabet

UNIT 2: The rasal sound

UNIT 3: The oral sounds

UNIT 4: The silent letter

MODULE 2: MEETING WITH PEOPLE

UNIT 1: Greetings

UNIT 2: Introducing oneself

UNIT 3: Asking others about themselves

UNIT 4: Introducing our age and professions
MODULE 3: IDENTIFYING PEOPLE AND OBJECTS
UNIT 1: Identifying people (les personnes)

UNIT 2: Objects in a @ssroom (la salle de classe)
UNIT 3: Clothings(les véement$

UNIT 4: Objects in a library

13
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MODULE 1: THE FRENCH LETTERS OF ALPHABET AND SOUNDS

UNIT 1: THE FRENCH LETTERS OF ALPHABET
CONTENTS
1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 ThelLetters of alphabet
3.2 The accented Frenthktters of alphabet
3.3The orthographic ligature
3.4 Pronunciation drills
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 TutorMarked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0Introduction

The letters of alphabeif any language are thmiilding blocksof that languageTrying to learn

how to write in French without first learning istters ofalphabet is aiblike trying to build a
brick-house without touching the individual bricks! It is impossible to do a gob that way.
Once you start recogmmg symbols and words, you will be encouraged by your own progress and
motivatedto learn even faster. Evégarning the basics of thetters ofalphabewill allow you to

start recognisg smple French wordand itwill feel great!

Completely mastering the Freniditers ofalphabet, no matter how long it takes, will give you an
excellent head start in learning how to write and rieaithe language. It will offer you a solid

14
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foundation on which to builthe other laguage skills. You therefore havedetfor yourselfa

goal to learn théetters of alphabet so that you will bble to recite it in your sleep.

The Frenchlanguagdetters of alphabetre based on the Latietters of alphabdflso called the
Romanletters ofalphabet). Originallytheywe r e 25 | e thaveng eeradddd by the 6 w6
mid-nineteenth centurythey are now 2@etters of alphabetThe Frenchand English étters of
alphabet are the samaad they aralso known as the Roméetters ofaphabetThe 26letters are

divided into:

T 20 Consonantdds ®nsonnes BCDFGHJKLMNPQRSTVWXZ
T 6 Vowels (es woyelle3: AEIOU Y

However, the pronunciaticof all these letters of alphabet varies from one anotlearning these
letters of alphabes essential in being able pyonounce French words andlearring how to
spell words in French. In addition to the norreters ofalphabet, there are several additional

accents on French words and combinations that you can éegeréase your fluency.

2.0Objectives

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

i. pronounce correctly the soundf the Frenchletters of alphabet
ii. enumerate and explain the French accents;

iii. pronounce French words correctly, respecting tieeats;

iv. spell French words correctly;

v. recognise or identify the French sogmahytime you hear them;

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Theletters of alphabet

In the Table below, we have provideall the FrencHetters of alphabetvith a clue on how to
pronounce them. Try saying them in order tacpsa pronunciation:

15
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A (ahh), (bay) C (say) |D (day) | E (euh)
F (ef) (jhay) H (ahsh) | | (ee) J (jhee)
K (kaa) (el M (em) N (en) O (@)
P (pay), (kew) R (err) |S (es) |T (tay)
U (ew), (vay) W  (dbl-vay) | X (kg Y (ee
greck)
Z (zed)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0GkbKBRE

Another wayof geting the correct pronunciation of thetters of alphabas by practigng themin
assimilatedvords. Below is an assimilation exercise.

Letter| Name in French Pronunciation

Aa |/a/(ah) like a in father

Bb [/be/(bay) like b in maybe

Ce |/sel(say beforee andi: Ii_kg cin .cenWe

- beforea, o, or u: like ciin cat

Dd |/de/(day) like d in dog

Ee |/ fuh) approximately likeu in burp

Ff |/ _o(éhd like f in fog

- beforee andi: like sin meaure

Gg |L_Ahdy) beforea, o,or u: like g in get

Hh |/ a(ahsh See Supplementary Notes below: never pronounced

li |/ (e like eain team

Jj |/_Kjhed like sin measure

Kk |/ka/(kah) like k in kite

LI |/ _0O(éhh like | in lemon
Mm |/ U telhn) like m in minute

Nn [/ 0 (ebh) like n in note

closed approximately likeu in nut

Oo | [of (oh) open Iik(—?g in nose !

Pp |/pe/(pay) like p in pen

Qq |/ky/ (kew) like k in kite

Rr |/ 0(@hi) force_air through th(_e back of your throat near the position of

gargling, but sounding soft

16
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Ss |/ 0(sh§ like sin sister at beginning bword or with twos's or likez in
amazing if only ones
Tt |/te/(tay) like t in top
Uu |/ly/ (ew) say the English lettex, but make your lips sayo
Vv |/vel(vay) like v in violin
/ d u b (doov e |depending on the derivation of the word, likas inviolin, or win
Ww |5
blvay) water
Xx |/iks/ (iks) either /ks/ insacks, or /gz/ inexit
Yy |/ i g (-gréhk [like eain leak
Zz |/ _z gzdh like zin zebra

However, the letteravaanddkaarerarely used except in loand regional words. The phoneme
/w/ is usually writtenooud; the /k/ is usually writtencc anywhere excepbeforede, i, Yo oqua
beforece, i, Yo, and sometimeguediat the endf words. Howeverckais common in the metric
prefix kilo- (originally from Greekkhiliadé a t h @ kilagmmnake pkilométre, kilowatt, kilohertz,

etc.

3.2 The accented Frencletters of alphabet

In addition, French uses several accents onditars of alphabefThis is specifically with the

vowels. The accents help to produce the desired vowel sounidalBashere are five Freech

accents. Thesearetdlee ep accent ,thdsGad demtt aqrca\etBebaccet! 6 ac c e
circumflex the tremgle tréma)yndthe cedilla (la cédille)

1. The deepaccent( | 6 a grave) n t

The deep accemdkes the formofveriny b ac k war d ef b wwwdhslagtingfronothe t o p
left to the right. Examples of the deep accent on letters of alphabet are as shown below:

a e u

bric-a-brac / vs-a-vis/la espee / levre / piece ou/

Examples:

2.The stridentaccent( | 6acc)ent aigu

17
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The strident accent takes the form of verytinf or war d
right to the leftThisac ¢ e n t

of alphabet aras shown below:

LIS209

s | a s Blantinglfyom the

€ | éducation péché armée / révélerthé /téléphone Hervé /arriveé /répéter

3. Accent circumflex

h dusnedtupsile doving’p @n top bf a vowdlidtused orall the

This accent
vowel s eThisis gshown yeldw:

A é i 0 a
age, féte, |ile, héte, | jelne,

R forét, | naitre, | cOte, | aodt,
tachAe intérét| abime, | h pital, | sdr,
appat, maitre | hétel | da,
chéateau, mar
chassis,

chatiment,

chataigne,

opiniatre,

héate

4. Le tréma (The trema)

The temais in form oftwo little dots on top o# letter This is as shown below:

E i

Cigué

Noél, | naif, mais,
canoé,| caraibe,

aigué, | coincidence|
Jamaique

5. The cedilla (la cédille)

18
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The cedilla(lacédille)i s a tiny tail underltstudcton it te givethe 6 c O
letter6 cads sound.For examplethe French word for boyarcon has a cedillaThis is used on
theletter6 dd® ma ke it sound | i ke an Englishoso

C Lecon, frarcais, fagon, ca

3.3The othographic ligature: 1

It is combination oftwo letters which areregagdd as mandat or y incestairt r act i
French wordsExamples of such words include the following

~

st our, T uvre, B uf,
chi ur, d ur,
man uvre, M urs,i il

3.4 Pronunciation Dirills

o

There are several websites on the internet that can help ingmmgeer pronunciation skillsYou
only need tagoogle and you will get more than you need.

4.0 Conclusion

Your French ponunciationmay not be perfect. If possiblgou can use thaudiovisual aids on
YouTubeto help yousay thdetters of alphabeo you carpracti®e and masteio how theFrench
lettersof alphabet are pronouncethere is no need tattempt tgoronounce Frenckoundas if it
is English.You can easily forget theaics. To avoid thighere is need faa continuouspractice

5.0 Summary

The Fenchletters of alphabeare derived fronthe Latinletters of alphabetOriginally, theg

letterswere25. With 'w having beermdded by the mithineteenth centuryhere are now 2ketters

19
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of alphabet The FrencHetters ofalphabetand the Englisheliters of alphabet are the saaral

they arealso known as the Roméetters ofalphabet.However, the pronunciation of each of these
letters of alphabet is almodifferentone from the otherLearninghow to pronouncehem is
essential td~rench words as well dsarrnng how to spell words in French. In addition to the
normalletters ofalphabet, there are several additional accents on French words and combinations

tha you can learn to increase your fluency.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. Howmany letters of alphabate there intheFrench language?
2. How many consonastre there ithe French language?

2. How many vowels are theretime French language?

3. List and explain the accented Freihahers of alphabet

7.0 References/Further Readings

1. Frenchotlyl heseduns alphabehe al phabet L L
https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/French/Lessons/Alphabet#Letters_and_examples

(@}

2. How to Pronounce the Letters of the French Alphaidets://www.wikihow.com/Pronounee
the-Lettersof-the-FrenchAlphabet

3. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOwoSj5XaX4

20
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UNIT 2: THE NASAL SOUNDS
CONTENTS
1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 The msal sound
3.1.1/a/
3.1.2/0H
3.1.3/Q

3.14 /TH
3.2 The opposition/contrast between the nasal sounds
3.2.1 The opposition/contrast betwepiHand /T {4
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3.2.2 The opposition/contrast betwee@pnd/a/
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 TutorMarked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 Introduction

The sound produced in a speech process comes about as-alsteidtter of alphabet or a
combination of two or morketters ofalphabetNasalsound refers to pronunciation sound in which
air escapes through the nose but not thrahighmouthas it is blocked by the lips ¢ihetongue.
This means that eertain combination of letters of alphalggtes us the nasal sound. Most nasal
soundsare voicel. In fact, thenasal sound iamong the most commaound across languages
This meanghatall nasal consonants and nasal vowels are produced through the nose.

Experience has shown that the pronunciatiowafds inthe French language pospsoblems to
Nigerian learnersThese problems can be explained by differences in the phegstems othe
Nigerian language# known difference between the two systems is the presence of nasal vowels

in French and their absence in many Nigerian langsiag
2.0. Objectives

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

i. definenasal sound

ii. list nasal soursgin French

iii. differentiate between the orsbundandthe nasal sound.

iv. producenasal sounsicorrectly in spokeirrench
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3.0 Main Content
3.1 The rasal sound

A nasal sounds one that is mduced in a manner that the-iow escapesnainly through the

nose In fact, forssne | i ngui st s, w hvewels iw Erenthawe lare meferring tna s a | ¢
certain characteristically French vowel sounds that are produced by expelling air through the nose.

It requires making new facial expressions to get the perfect sound. It requires roanding
positioning your nose me than you thought necessary: pushing your mouth forvead

tightering the muscles ityour mouth and throat or rounding your lips and jrugthem forward

as the case may bk is a lot of work for learners, but once you havastered jtspeaking the

danguage of lovéis definitely enjoyable.

Nasal sounds in French pronunciation generally sound unnatural to English speakeise the
sounds daot occur naturally in anfenglishwords. As an English speakgou havedeveloped
hearing and speakingatterns that clash with the French sound system. The challenge becomes
tougher when you are required to alternate between oral and nasal sounds with spsemh prec
and ease. Nevertheless, there is no neegetdfrustrated ashese tendencies afertunately

predictable and fixable once you become aware of them.

It is very mportant to know how to recogeig nasal souh It occuswhenthel et t er i mé or

preceded by any vowel. This can be seen in the following circumstances:

*Any vowel precethg the letter6 nabthebeginning, middle oend of a word producesnasal

sound. Most ofthéme,i n Fr enc h, tishositsownna graneunced whem ib comes

after avowelexcept in order to produce a nasal sold example n t h pantabodr(whichd

meamra s@ mdéd Engl i sh), t he v owddforndbaonasalisandl Indeeld,e d t
& @ombines with any precedingvowelo f or m a n as admessafteuthed/owel©On c e ¢
@ Ge @, 6proatdlde c o m Hoonms & masal sbun@Examples are in words likéent,

chante, in, pan, among many others.

*Any time a vowel precedshe letteld meywheran a word,jit prodiwces a nasal sounixamples
are found in some words likmmbe, Bmpe,important,amongmany othersThe Frenchanguage
has four nasal sound, /a/, /L')H/'Q-pndT A
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3.1.1The/a/ sound

TheInternationalPhonetical AssociatioiPA) representffjclos e d 06 a 6 .W®hissdunda t i |
often r epank, eind etdh éoyfn ats la e . n etheswoald) yoa ldave make
sure you pcloseadenmeélyfrtshie @ ust r e memtbleisliketybuer e i
began tanddid moyfinighit.An exampleid h e 06 e n 6Thé Table bgloriltustrates

more on this.
Symbol | Alphabet combination Examples
1a/: en/an/am/em centre, mntalon, rentrer, sandales randonnée,

médicanents, ventre, jambe,empécher

Here is the mactice ofthed a s a-pentex-ldanc -lent -temps. For exampleCetenfant append
lentement. For more pronunctéon drill on this soundfollow the following website, using your
Android phones or your laptop for detaitstps://www.laits.utexas.edu/fi/html/ph@html

3.1.2The/ufsound
This sound occurs under the following conditions:
- Whenthel e t tisfollowédbythec o n s o n a n tat tihebeginnimg or tha@nd of a word

-Anytime the lette o r viofolewedbytheb et t er o r acdanmothe coasanant. 6 mo
To prodwee the sound [} the position of the lips is wide, withehair passing through the nose.
The Table below shows the phonetisymbol the sound anthe letter combinations that produce

the sound and examples of words vdtlth combinations.

Symbol | Alphabet combination Examples

10K in/im/ein/ain/ein moins, @inture, kain, imperméable, aip,

peinture,main, mincir
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For pronunciation drill on this soun#indly follow the following website, using your Android

phones or your laptop for detaifsiips://www.laits.utexas.edu/fi/html/pho/10.html

3.1.3The /Gsound
This sound occurs unddre following conditions:

- Whenthe letter ovoweld 0 6 i s byfitheletterome ® ¢h s 0 n a n tat tiielpe§inniog o

theend of a word

- Anytime theletter orv o w e is foliloweilby thel et t er o r aedamother coasans
The Tablebelow shows the phonesitsymbol the sound anthe letter combinations that prod:

the sound and exampleswbrds with such combinations.

Symbol | Alphabet combination Examples

[ Qs on/om talon, déontracté, bombé, ton, longue, n,

pont, onze, ©ntent, maisn, trompe

For ponunciation drill on this soundindly follow the following website, using your Android

phones or your laptop for detaifsiips://www.laits.utexas.edu/fi/html/pho/10.html

3.1.4The /1 {sound
This sound occurs under the following conditions:

- Whenthe letter ovowel6 u 6 i s bytleletteoonceodn s 0 n a n t at thebdginning 6 mo

middle orend of a word

- Anytime theletterorv o wadl i6s fbythelettemorecdnsonand meind another consonant.
The Table below shows the phonetisymbol the sound anthe letter combinations that produce

the sound and exampleswbrds with such combinations.

Symbol Alp habet combination Examples
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/1 H un/um un, brun, humble.

For most speakers, especially Parisians and youngerpéogie,s usual |l y pronounce
t h a n For giohunciation drill on this soundindly follow the following website, using your

Android phones or your laptop for detaitgtps://www.laits.utexas.edu/fi/html/pho/10.htmi

You can extend your pronunciation drills bgnsulting the follow the website below using your
computer or your Android phenWatch and pracespronouncing the French nasal sounds:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5pFy -pw

3.1 The oppostion/contrast between the nasal sounds
3.1.1 The opposition/contrast betweeruand /T {

The letter combinationain, aim,ein, in, im, ym, yrandien all form one single nasalised vowel
sound dbHas in the following French wordgain, faim, eneinte, brin, prince, impossible,
nymphe, phaynxe, nien. To produe the sound/Uf the position of the lips wide or unrounded.

On the contrary, the letter combinatia®+ dis pronounced as one single nasadigowel that
produces the sountffas in French wordsbrun, un, lundi, comnun, humble. In /i { the position

of the lips is round. Try to read these two sentences and observe the position of your lips as you

pronounce the nasal vowels in each of the sentences:

1. Un bain est bien pouguelqu'un qui craint le parfum

2.Un lundi jbéai vu un .brun parfum qui est comr

3.1.2 The opposition/contrast betweerdGqnd /a/

The/@poundis produced with the combination@fo 6 . i pradwidgthesound (s in words

| i ke, thelpasitian of the lips is round. This makes the sound a round vowel. However, to
pronounceghesound&/as i n wo r dtke pdsitickh ef thé lipsaisinot doundtka bit wide.

Try to read the followingwo sentences and observe the positiogoafr lips as you pronounce

the nasal vowels in each of the sentences.

- Le dindon est moinson que le chapon aux marrons.
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- La transe de la danse est tentante a cent pour cent.
4.0 Conclusion

One important thing about learnitige French language is the capacity to distinguish between the
various distinctive sounds of thetters of alphabe#As such, acquiring the right pronunciation of
the oral and nasal sounds is one of the necessary steps in getting to read atite$preakh
language like the real Frendlan. Thus, it is equallpecessary to thoroughly praetisvith the
YouTube pronunciation vides. In fact, the presence of teaudiovisual aids on the internet has
provided the opportunity for fresh learnerdtud French laguage, like you, to learn the language

faster and in an interesting atmosphere.
5.0 Summary

In this unit, you have learnt about the nasal soundiseifrrench language. Yduavelearnt that
thenasalsound refers to sound pronunciation in which aapss through th@se but not through

the mouthas it is blocked by the lips or tongue. We have also learnt to differentiate between nasal
vowelsthat ordinarily seem to be similar in souAdmastery of these distinctive sounds will lead

to a good foundation in the learningtb& French language.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. Define a nasal sound.

2. With examples, name the four nasal sounds that you know in French.

3. With examples, exaln the difference betwed@pnd /ahasalsoundin French.
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CONTENTS
1.0 Introduction

In the preceding uts, we have learnt about the nasal soundshéefocused on how the nasal
sounds are produced. Wavelearnt that anasal vowelis one that is produced in a manner that

the air flows through thease We havealso learnt the differences between theahasunds as

they oppose to one another, even though they might have some semblance in theitrstiuad

unit, therefore, you will be introduced to the oral vowel sound system of French. You will learn
the pronunciation of the French oralwels and s@i-vowels by practisg the pronunciation of

each of thee sounds. You are strongly advised to visit the website recommended for the purpose

of profitable learning of these sounds.
2.00bjectives
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

i. define an oralowel sound

ii. listtheFrench oral vowels

iii. pronounce each of the French oral vowels

iv. write few French words to identify each of the French oral vowel sounds.

v. differentiate between the oral vowels sounds that are similar.
3.0 Main Content
3.1 The oral vowel sound

The French word for vowel &ayelled A vowel can be defined as a speech sound produced when
the air that is released from the lungs for the purpose of a speech gets out through the mouth
without meeting any obstacle in the sgieergans. Try to pronounce the sound &found in the

wo r d armdgoowmll find out that the sound /@omes out through the mouth freely withaaty
obstacle anywhere. Theund /o/is a vowel. InFrench, vowels are divided into three types: oral
vowels, nasal vowels and the sevowels. In this unit, you will learn only the oral vowels and

semivowels.

There are twelve oral vowels in French. $éevelve oral vowels are given here as follows:
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1 [i] asin French wordslit, lit, type, plysique,ignorer, ve
2. [e] as inFrench wordsthé, parkr, donrg, été

3. [Y asin French words:&d, pre, mais, lit, paquet

4. [a] as in French wordsac, patte, sle, pas, at

5. B] as i n [pateetinéirdy agey dégtdiehe
6. [Q as in French wordslonner, omment, prte, lomme
7. [o]as in French wordsot, dos, p&u, chaud, impot

8. u] as in French wordsloux, sous, out, golt, bouffon
9. [y] as in French wordslu, sur, sOr, rue, ut, vendi

10. [@] as in French wordsleux, jeu, jeudi, heureux, feu
11. asinfFrenchwordsi u, peur, heure, U, T U
12. [p] as in French wordse, de, ce, fenétre, demande

To appreciate the oral vowel sound, one would need to, once again, follow the website

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dbyKzUM9H®n the internet to access YouTube site to

listen and watch videdsr pronunciation drills on these vowels. You are highly encouraged to do
that repeatedly so as get the correct pronunciation

3.2 The opposition between oral vowel sounds
3.2.1 The oppogion between /a/ and @ /

Traditionally, these two vowedounds,/a/ and/6 /are a bit different from each other in their
pronunciation. Whilda/ as indate, sa@ndsaleis a short vowesoundpronouncedvith a short
duration of time, @/ as inage, dégaandtacheis a long vowekoundpronounced with a longe
and 0 d dusagog efditme. Meanwhileyou should not bother yourself much about the

differences in these two vowel sounds becausewadays, the distinction between them is no
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longer stressed. By implication, they are today considered to be the same vowel. In other words,

whethere@g @or@&@ i n spell i nd@., you pronounce [/

For more pronunciation drill on this sowdkindly follow the following website, using your

Android phones or your laptop for detdilgps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XeBSiWBjXo

3.2.2 The oppaition between /o//a/ and /of

These three vowelound sound very much alikebut they are different. While /@s indos, peau
andbeauis pronounced with total round lip&/ as indeux, yeux, jeis prorounced not only with
round lipsbut also with the lips protruded in front. If you are familiar witle English language,
you will not find it difficult to pronouncehe vowel sound/o/ as italsoexists inEnglish and in
your mother tongue. Fwowel sounddg@/and &/ which do not exist in your mother tongue, you
might encountealittle difficulty in pronouncing them if this is the first time you are coming across
them or if you have ngiroperly mastered therif.you practise the pronunciation of ssevowel
sound adequately, you will in no time overcome th#iculty in their pronunciationFor more
pronunciation drill on th& vowel sound, kindly follow the following website, using your

Android phones or your laptop for detaitgtps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sHOgDxzOmwY

3.2.3 The oppositbn between/u/ and /y/

There is a great tendency tha$ a beginnegou will want to pronounce these two vevgounds

the same way-However they are two dishct sounds ofhe French languagé\gain, as a speaker

of English, you willnot need to spenduch timelearring the ponunciation of /ubecause the
sound exists in English as in words liget, pushandlook. In the case of the vowsbund/y/ as

in tu, vu, but you will need to spend quality time to learn its pronunciation because it does not
exist in English. To pronouedhe vowel sound/y/, all you need do is to let your lips be in half
round position ad then try to pronounce sound./Ahother fundamental thing twote here is that
while the vowel sound /ufis graghically represented bytet e r # Frénchuad irsous, toute,

bout, pourthevowd sound/y/ is represented by lettér uaé insur, but,venduandvu. For more
pronunciation drill  on this vowel sound, kindly follow the website:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4XFrRnCOw8ing your Android phones or your laptop

for details.
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3.2.4 The opposition betweend and /[ 1/

Also, as a beginner ithe French language, you will likelgronounce these twaowel saunds
differently. To pronouncal as inpere, mere, tétandlait, the position of your lips will be totally
flat. Thisvowel sound exists in English as in words Ilkeany ten, men rest so you will quickly
know its pronunciation in French; but in the casé dfwhich does not exist in English, you need
to do more praees through your audio tape. In ordemronounce this sound aspeur, heure,

si ur andmeuble put your lips at a nend position and try to pronounce the first souinfl For
more  pronuncigon  drill  on this sound, kindly follow the  website:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtbFi2TFw\WWsing your Android ponesor your laptop

4.0 Conclusion

Through this unit, you have learnt about the twelve oral vesmehd of French language. If you
have thoroughly followed the instructions, by now you should be able to pronouncedheste
sounds when you come across them in French words and expressions. If you still find it difficult
to pronounce one or more of these vowel sounds, go overataim and again by listening ttee

tape and fobbw the instructions adequatekou are advisedtmaster all the twelvweowel sounds
properly before you go to the next unit of this course. The learning of how to pronouwoe/éie
sounds of a language is something that must not be rushed since it is an importaspeasiof

that languagdf you can pronounce French words well, then you have laid a solid foundation for

yourself in French.
5.0 Summary

In this unit, you have been introduced to the sound systéme Bfench language. You have learnt
that a vowel sound is different from a consdrsound and that there are oral voseling, nasal
vowelsound and semvowel sounds in French. You have learnt that there are twelve oral vowels
in French with some pairs having yesimilar but different soundsThrough the tape that
accompanies this aterial and the activities you have done using the two websites recommended,
you have practically gone through the learning of these twadwesl sounds. By nowyou are
supposed to be able to pronounce theseel sounds and write few words to illustragach of

them.
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6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. How will you define a oralvowel sound?

2. How many oral vowels dodise French language have?

3. Give 5 French words to identify each of the following French vowel sounds:
. [yl

i. [Q

iii. [a]

iv. [0]

v. [i]

4. Describe the position of the lips when pronouncing the following French sounds:
i. [2]

ii. [e]

iii. [O]

i V. [

_—
et

V. [u]
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6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

CONTENTS
1.0 Introduction

In unit 3, you learnt about some oradwel sounds that are usually prasha by releasing air
through themouth without any obstructionTo learn further about Frendhtters of alphabet

sound and pronunciatiornyou will be introduced to the phenonan of silent letters in French.
Youwill be learning, in thisinit, situations wherthel e t t, taaugh@ eodvel, is not pronounced.

Apart fromtheletter ,&/@udwill also be learning about the final consonant letters that are not
pronounced. Also, this unit will be teaching you a pronuramatiharacteristic in French where

some sounds are silent in a group of words. To be able to understand the three aspects of silent
letters as presented in this unit, you will corspuly need to make use of YouTuthatis freely

available on various inteet websites.

2.00bjectives

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

A i d thestiil feyn Erenche 6

Arecognie whenthel e t t i®pronaurecéd in French

A identify silent final consonants and their
A e x p Ipmnumciatiorhcharacteristic of omission of sounds in French speech.

3.0Main Content

3.1 Silent Letters in French

In language generally, a silent letter refers to a letter written but not pronounced in the oral delivery

of speech. In both English amdench, there are letters written but are silent in pronunciation.
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Examples of suchEnglish wordsncludename, typ@ndsome Thefinal letteré endall the three
words is not heard in pronunciation. This same scenario edastpicuouslyn French. In the
wordspere, parle andsale the final letteld dsGsilent in pronunciation. As you begin to learn this
phenomenon of silent letters in French, note that the case of silent letters is more nafEanch

than in EnglishFor instancewhile a final consonant is always pronounced in English, the reverse
is the case in FrencMost French final consonants are silent. For adequate learning of the silent
letters in French carefuly watch and listen to the video on the following website:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_PeOxWRGUU

3.1.1Silent letter 6 @ndFrench

Generally in language, letters appear in three different positions. A &stte appear at the
beginning, inthe middle or at the end of a word. When it appears at the beginning, vtéssiay i
the initial position; wheiit is in the middle, then it is in the middbe medialposition and when it
is at the end of a word, we say itnghe final position. Lett r canédfound in the three positions

in French. When this letter appears at the initial position, it is compulsorily pronounced.

Scenario 1:.Look attheps i t i o n dthesk waordesseexampglezxésencegssayereffacer
examen, effectif, expert erreur, elle, essaj and exode You are advised to check up the
pronunciation of these words on your systems or hand&atiswill notice that each of the words

i sted above be@wngt itspasitioh (initiad) intthe wordétes@ompulsorily
ponounced. Ho we vappears eitferemthe Imeldlet okarword @ dront of a single

pronounceable consonant), it is always silent.

Scenario 22Loo k at t he p oisthesd wonls aod chrh #heirtprenunciatienbon
YouTube élever amener asseoir emmener étouffementensemancerévénementétinceler
gouvernemenandglissementinad | t he ab ov e edappaars iwihe noidelle andl ieig t e r

silent in pronunciation.

Scenario 3:Meanwhile, theeares i t uat i o ns appeasirethe madletota word and
it is pronouncedTry to checkthe pronunciation of the following examples YouTube:fenétre

tenir, venir, petit, demanderrecourir, cependantsecondmenerandsecrétaire
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Scenario 4:T h e s i ik maret notarieud when it appears as the final letter in a word. As a
matter of factthereisn@ x cept i on t o whénétisthe finadletterinla edrdt Lésten 6 e 0
to the pronunciation of the following woras YouTubeand tale particular na on the silent

| et t atthe énd dkach of themporte femme parle, école montre portable francaise

cassetteétudianteandclasse

Kindly follow the video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g2J21fDDddng the internet for

more explanation.

3. 1. 2 Th andfminine gehderé e 6

Theletterd eplays a pronunciation role in French grammatical words such as nouns and adjectives
wherethe feminine gender isna r k e d b yListeretd theepronuaceation of the following

pairs of wordon YouTube

Masculine Feminine
1. étudiant étudiante
2. nigérian nigériane
3. grand grande

4. petit petite

5. anglais anglaise

You will have noted that in the masculine nouns and adjectives, the final consonants are not
pronounced; but in the corresponding feminine nouns and adjectives, thoudatitva of the
f emi ni ne hasanade possiblé thépronunciation of the final consonants thdeaténs

themasculineVisit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=02J21fDDddgmore explanations.

NB: You musttakenote here thatwhenev ar e t al ki ngweosafenainangway | et t
including its accented forms The accent ed aréBir@)sEOoandcd Mheset er 0 e
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accented f oramsevar $ilent. ¥ou wilkke ledrreng the pronunciation of accented
letters in the nebunit (unit 6).

3.2 Silent consonants

You need to know thatomeconsonants in French at the end of wdirth{ consonanfsare usually
pronounced in French. They aréb§ & d&§ &G d§ @G && You can visit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=02J21fDDddg details. Apart from these sevehe rest of

the consonants in Frengkemain silent when they appear as the last letter in a word. Many
Anglophone beginners in French have pronunciation problem in this ar@@aloconsonant
because in Englistiinal consonants are always pronounced as against what exists in French.
French wordpetit, dans, maisons, granthe final consonants are not pronounced.

3.2 Silent letters by omission

Closely related tohesilentl e t t and final @@sonants is another pronunciation phenomenon
known asiomission of sounds in speéciithere are occasions in French pronunciation where some
letters that are ordinarily not silent become silent as a result of the need for fluspegdh. For
example, while a beginner in French will pronounce every syllaldle ire sais pasomeone who

is used to FrencWill say:J e n 6 . A ery Huent @erson will further reduce the length of the
speech by saying something likesais pas The omission of sound in this example can be

explained further like this:

1. Je ne sais pasfour syllables

2.Jen 6 s d itheee gylabtess( 0 u pddmitiied).

3. JO0 -savo syllalpea (sounds/and /n/ ar@mitted).

When you isten to the pronunciation of tlexpression®elow on YouTbe yu will notice that
the letters written in bold style are omitted in the speech.

Cen'est pas queejnai pas faim
Dans Emois e mai
Petit & petit

w0 N

Qu éstcequetu fais?
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5. Henri,jeteparle!
6. Tumefais rire

7. Faisceque tu veux...

Meanwhile, omission of sounds like this in French is not something that is a must. It only shows
that the speaker is fluent. Howeyeeiis good if you can begin to praatist as you speak French.

4.0 Conclusion

All the aspects of silent letters in French that you have learnt in this unit are very critical to your
understanding of French pronunciation. So, you avesad to go over this unit again and agson

as to make ge you hae understoodral internalige them as part of skills in spoken French.
5.0 Summary

In this unit, youhavé e ar nt about ,thdfmal cosohanmts that dreestlentatice 6 e 6
omission of sounds in French speech. By now you have been able to identify situatioristtenere

0 emiust be pronounced and situations where it must remain silent. You are also supposed to be
able to identify final consonants that are pronouncedtlamse that are silent. Finally, you have
learnt the importance of sounds omission for the purpose of fluency in French. This unit is critical
to your understanding of French pronunciation and so, you should migkga have mastered

what you have learrn this unit.

6.0 Tutor Marked Assignment

1.Givef i ve French woisdossilenther e | etter 0ed
2.Givef i ve French woissilentt where | etter 06ebod

3. Give five French words where the final consonant letter is silent.

4. Give five French expressions where sounds can be omitted for the purpose of fluency.

Underline the omitted sound(s) in each of the expressions.

7.0 References/Further Readings
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Alo, P.O. (1999)Eléments de base en phonétique et le phonétisme diaisabagos Rothmed
Int.

Chantal, P.Tetal (1989 a hi er de | abor at oNew&orkeMcGraweHdlx er c i ¢
Companies, INnq<SUPPLY ALL THE NAMES OF ALL THE AUTHORS IN FULL)

Eruanga, O. (2004)A New Approach to Contemporary Frendbagos: Omoge Press LTD.

Lucile, C. & AnnieClaud, M. (1998).Phonétique progressive du francaiParis CLE

international.
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MODULE 2: MEETING WITH PEOPLE

UNIT 1: GREETINGS
CONTENTS
1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1Dialogues
3.2 Common waysf greeing
3.3 Common waysf askng how someone is doing
3.4 Gmmon possible responses

3.5Parting greetings
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4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 Introduction

LearningtheFrench language involves learning the correct ways of greeting in French. The French
peopleconsider it as good manners to greet everyomuemeet. So, whether yovespeaking to a
clerk, a waiter or just bumping inEbmeone on the street, talime to say a polité Bnjourd
before you proceed. This also means that wiwerstep on the bus dhetrain, you should say a
quick 6 Bnjourdto anyone within hearing distanda addition, how you greet your boss in the
office or your tutor is different from how you greet your father or any other family member or a
friend. Your greeting is formal in the former situation but informal in the latter. The verb forms
and personalmnouns used for each context change. This unit will expose you to different ways
of greetings

2.0 Objectives

By the time you finish this unit, you will be able to:

A erform proper greeting in two situations, informal and formal;

A e x ¢ h a n ggeeetingewatts your dellow French speakers in your home country or in
messages online;

A as k h o wdomgusiegdhe ways cemmanmconversational context;

A use the parting greetings appropriately as

3.0 Main Content

3.1Dialogue
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Read these dialogues with &frd and try to understand thespecially the context in which they
take place, putting emphasis on the formal and informal context of greeting.

3.1.1 Dialogue 1

AF RANCAIS
www.Francaisimmersion.com fo& sm— M IMEFSION
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3.1.2Dialogue 2

Salutatons et adieux

bien

mal

Comme ci, comime ¢ga.

s
A prlus tard!

A demain!

o5 se s ©ILCE By Toc cost Tramy Favex

3.1.3 Dialogue 3

Discussiorentre Dominique et P (Conversation between Dominique and)l

Dominique : Bonjour. Hello.

Pat : Bonjour. Hello.

Dominique: Comment ¢a va How's it going?

Pat : Ca va trés bien, merci. Et vouslt's going very wellThankyou. And you?
Dominique: Ca vaaussi, merci. Yes, it's going okThankyou.

Pat : Au revoir. Bonne journée. Goodbye. Have a nice day.

Dominique: Au revoir. Bonne journée. Goodbye. Have a nice day.
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3.1.4.Formal Conversation
Person 1 Bonjour, Madame.
Person 2 Bonjour,comment allezous?
Person 1 Je vais bien, merci. Et vous?

Person 2 Je vais bienaussi Merci.

3.1.5Informal Conversation
Person 1 Salut, commenta va?
Person 2 Ca va bien, et toi?

Person 1 Trés bien.

3.2 Common wayof greeting
The most common ways greetng someone in French are:

T Salut.(Hello; Hi. [Informal])
T Bonjour.(Hello; Good morning.)

1 Bonsoir.(Good evening.)

3.3 Common waysf asking how someone is doing

The most common ways askng how someone is doing are:

T Commentcava?( Howds it going?)

T Comment vastu? (How are you? [Informal])

T Comment allezvous?(How are you? [Formal])

T Cava?( Howés it going? [Informall])

3.4 Common way2f answering how someone is doing

As you woutl expect when someone asks you how yae doing, there are many possible

responses.

1 Cavabien.(I tgbdisg wel).
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Tout va bien. (Everything is going well
Jevaisbienmerci( | 6 m fing, thank you
Jevaistreshien( | 6 m v)ery wel |

Jenevaispastresbief. | 6 m not dpPing very well

=A =4 =4 -4 =4

Je vaiscommeci, commeca.( | 0 80).S 0

Once you have said that you are fine or gopdcso, it is customary to ask how the other person
is doing. You can do this easily by sayidgf toi?6 (And you? [nformal]) or &t vous? (And

you? Formal).

3.5 Common parting greetings

Knowing some common French parting greetingbawx to say goodbye will be indispensable
when travding to Frenchspeaking countries. Saying gebge in French will quickly become
your second nature because yol use them day in and day out with everyone you come across.
As many ways as there aredoeet someone, you will find a lof waysof sayng goodbyeas

well.

Au revoir. (Goodbye).

Salut. (Goodbye. [Informal])

A bient6t. (See you soon

A tout de suite (See you in a minuje

A plus tard. (See you later

A la prochaine. (Until next time.

A demain. (See you tomorroyv

A la semaine prochaine(See you next wegk
A lundi. (See you on Monday

Bonne journée!(Have a good day!)

Bonne chance{(Good luck!)

=A =4 =4 =4 =4 -4 -4 -4 -4 - -4 -4

Bonne nuit. (Good night. Used only when someone is going to sleep or retiring for the

evening.)
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It is also very good to know some of the greetings at spéicifess of the year. Even if youeanot

living in France, knowing these gre®is will help you engage these seasons with your fellow
French speakers in your home country or in messages dmhmd. also be imprtant if you ae
writing seasonajreetingcards to those same people in French. Knowing at least ten phrases will
helpyou keep some variety in your writing (and will inevitably impress those receiving the cards!).

Joyeux Noél! - Merry Christmas!
Bonne année! - Happy New Year!
Joyeuses fétes! - Season's Greetings!
Bonnes Paques! - Happy Easter!

Bon anniversaire! - Happy Birthday!
Joyeux anniversaire! - Happy Birthday!

3.5.1 Audiovisual activity

https://www.francaisimmersion.com/frergneetingshello-bonjoursalutations/

https://www.francaisimmersion.com/frergneetingshello-bonjoursalutations/

4.0 Conclusion

Greetings are of aiost importance in any language. Thisiimply because they decide the tone

and the direction of the conversatiorsuch a languagdf you go wrong with the greetings, there

are chances that the rest of your convessais not going to be very pleasamhere is a strict

formal and informal code of conduct thatistofbe | | owed when speasagedng Fr
formally,wh i | & used infodmally. Itis better tset  dhlyuwden you spealotsomeone you

know very well; otherwise it is more advisable t&eep the conversation forma. handshake

should always accompany the greesimdnen greeting someone formally case it is informal,

you may follow the greetirggvith a kiss on botlecheeksThe Frenchanguage can be best learned

by listening to the way the Frenchegixandby imitating their ways. It is good toadzle all your

French acquaintances by using these greetingsieviee and wherever applicable. It is equally
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good to emember to follow the Is& etiquette such as shaking handissng on the cheek

along with the greetings.
5.0 Summary

In this unit, you have learned how to greet in vasioantexts: informal and formal wagkaskng
someonéow he is doing; common ways answeing how saneone is doing as well as common
parting greetings and seasonal greetings. You have analysed the greeting situations to establish
appropriate grammatical structures such as personal subject pronouns and verb construction in the
simple present tense. Youahd also have made use of these grammatical structures for holding

simple conversations and composing simple sentences in French
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

(A) Fill in the gap to complete the following sentesice
1. Comment--- va?

2. Comment---tu?

3. Comment allez--?

4. ----va bien.
5. Tout---- bien.(Everything is going well

6. ---- vais bien Merci.
(B).i. List5 parting greetings in French that you know.
ii. List 5 seasoal greetings in French that you know.
7.0 References/Further Readings
Bescherelle(1990. La Grammaire Pour Tous$aris Hatier.
Bescherelle(1990. L 6rthographe Pour ToudParis Hatier.

Dominique. P. etal. (1997). Le NouveaWHAT?)Sans FrontiéresParis Eds.CLE
International WRITE ALL THE NAMES OF ALL THE AUTHORS IN FULL)

Mbuko, L.(1992. Junior Essays for J.S. Frenchikaduna Lynn Pubishers
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Godard, R. etal. (1991). TransAfriqgue 15. London: Macmillian(SEE COMMEMTS
ABOVE)

Onyemelukwe, 1.M(1998. Frenchfor All Beginners Zaria:ABU Press.

https://www.francaisimmersion.com/frenrgheetingshello-bonjoursalutations/

UNIT 2: INTRODUCING ONESELF
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CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.00bjectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Informal greetings
3.2 Formal greetings
3.3 Grammar of selihtroduction
3.3.1Personal Pronouns (Subjefites pronoms personnelsujets)
3.3.3Verbs(Les verbes

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 TutorMarked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 Introduction

To many of us, this might be our firstetipt at learning how to spekkench. The bedirst step

of learnng French is to create personalFrench vocabulary. This becausern learning any

foreign language like French, yoeed tofocus on learninghe aspects of the languatiat are
relevant to you, your lifand your reasons for learning Freniths therefore, most appropriate to

start from the basic stépntroducingoneself in French. This unit will introduce you to the correct
ways of introducing yourself in French. The unit will expose you to different contexts of self
introduction. This is because, the way and manner we introduce ourselves to our mates or friends
(informal) is quite different from the way and manner we introduce ourselves to our supesor, b

or teache(formal). With your superior, bss or teachgrour selfintroduction will be very formal.
2.0 Objectives

At the end of this unit, you will be abte:
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a. perform proper selintroduction in two situations, informal and formal;

b. analyse the selintroduction situations to establish correct grammatical structures such as
personal pronounsubjec;;
integrate what you have learned for effective conversational practice;

d. compose simple sentences consistihgerbs andiouns using correct grammatical rules.

3.0Main Content
3.1 Informal Greetings
PictureA illustrates seHintroduction among equals (informal atmosphere).

- You will have to listen to the accompanying audisual recording on the------

[ .

3.1.1Dialogue 1:
Il ngrid: Salut, je moappelMeei. I ngrid. Enchant®
(Hi, My name is IngridNice to meet you. Thanks)

Mari e: Sal ut , nmEmchant® dente rendoatigussi Méecir | e .
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(Hi, My name is MaryNice to meet yotoo. Thanks)
Ingrid: De rien(You are welcome)

Marie: Au revoir.(Goodbye)

3.2 Formal Greetings

PictureB illustrates sekintroduction betweea companydirector and a visiting journalist
(formal atmosphere).

0 v

TSN

mnw L

RSN

3.2.1Dialogue 2

JournalisteBonjour/Bonsoir monsieureJ mé a jpepneOlt. Jessuinehanté deousrencontrer
(Goodmorning/good evening siMy nameis JeanOtt. | am pleasetb meet you.

Directeur: Bonjour/Bnsoir.J e appélle Frangis Le PenEnchanté de te rencontréferci
(Good morning/evenindgdy name ig=rangois Le PenNice to meet you. Thanks)

JournalisteJe vous en prie

(You are welcome
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3.3 Audio-video exercise
Before we move further, take off sometime and watch the videos on YouTube on the fokbow site

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ujDtmOhZylI

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C3zVVwrRWJA

3.3 La Gcammaire

The two dialogues contain some graatical structures that we need to understandagoté shall
be able to fom our own simple sentences irefchas our need may b&hese are:

- Personal PhnoungSubject)(Les Pronoms personnels (sujel)

- Verbs(Les verbes.

3.3.1Personal Pnoung(Subject)(Les Pronoms personnels (sujet))

Thefirst thing we need tanderstand here &subject of a sentend® subject of a sentence is the
person or the thing that is causing the action in a sentence. TRarspal Pronoun(Subject)Le
Pronom personnel(sujet)) is the pronoun of the persanthing causinghe action in the sentence.
In Dialogues 1 and 2 you will identify some Personalrénouns such adlebandd/o u.sTbhese
pronouns are very important in your first effort at making simple French sentekitésese are
presented in a tabular forbelow:

Person Singular Plural

15t person Je () Nous {\Ve)

29 person Tu (You) Vous (You)

39 person II/Elle (He/S$e) lIs/Elles (They)

You will noticethat the 3rd person alone hdasculine singular 6léandMasculine plural
01%4 It also had=eminine singular 6 BedandFeminine plurat 6 Eesd Someexamples:

Jemb a p p e [(My eame is lddi) Nousnous appelongdi (Our name is Ingi

Tut 6 a p Pean Youe rame is Jean)  Vousvous appelez JeaNdur name is Jean)
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lI/Elles 6 a p p-e-(Hiskler name is---) lis/Elless 6 a p p €Heit nametis---¢-)

Note the use offu and Vous

1.The 29p e r s o is sidgllar. dt is used as a mark of familiarity. For example, friends and
family members s e GoTauddéd r e ss o ne an o tolgreeat. . ThisTishewigent ins e
Di al ogues 1Isusedfd inrmal sitdatioddt is impolite or rudef it is used for a
stranger or a superior officer

2. The 29p e r sVousdcaa besingular or pluralWhen addressing your tutor or a teacher (un
professeur)you are expected to use Wus as a sign of respect. Similarly, you usegdusd
(singular) to address a Head oft8tand othedignitaries.

Again, when addressing a group of friends, you as€@us (Plural) just aswhen addressing a
group ofdignitaries./ousd (Singular) is the polite form. It is used inrfoal situations as in

Dialogue 2However, some strangersdoh mi nd bei ng uaddddr essed us

3.3.2Verbs(Les verbes)

oT

i n

If this is the first time you are ithe French language lesson t he t er m &émagbeb conj

new to you. Conjugation is very important in French because verbs change their form to match the

subjectpronounandthetense ofa sentence. Thus, the procedure of making a verb to naatich

a subjecpronoun and the tense is called verb conjogaHere, you will learn the conjugatiom,

the simple present tensésome verbemanating from the dialogue so that you can know how to
use them to express your communication negdese verbs are:

1. Rencontrert o meet with ¢€)

Je rencon&un ami ce soir Nous rencontinsun ami ce soir

(I am meeting a friend this eviag) (We aremeeting a friend this emang)
Tu rencontesun ami ce soir Vous rencon&zun ami ce soir

(You aremeeting a friend this exang) (You aremeeting a friend this exang)
[I/Elle renconte un ami ce soir lIs/Elles rencontent un ami ce soir
(He/Shes meeting a friend this ewmang) (They aremeeting a friend this emang)

2. étre(To bg
Je suis enchanté de te rencontrer Noussommes enchantés de te rencontrer
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(I am glad to meet with you) (We areglad to meet with you)

Tu esenchanté&e nous rencontrer Vous éteenchanté&e nous rencontrer
(Youare glad to meet with us) (You areglad to meet withus)

ll/Elle estenchanté@e terencontrer lls/Elles sontenchanté&e terencontrer
(He/S$heis glad to meet with you) (Theyare glad to meet with you)

3. s0dgmelber call ed/ known asé)

This verb has already been conjugaedve.
4.0 Conclusion

It is very important to knowthat the Frenchpeople are very conscious tife ways of doing
everything. It is quite necessary that yknow how to introduce yourself well or how not to
introduce yourself in different contexts. Ihiery possible some ways introduchg oneself may
be funny to some peopl&he vast majorityof the peoplewill find such waysplain stupid. In
addition, remember that body gestures comeatei much more than you think. It is much better

to learn to lookpeople in the facer shake them when introducing yourself.

5.0 Summary

In this unit, you have learned how to greet both in informal and formal situations. You have
analysed the greeting situations to establish appromiatamatical structures such Rersonal
PronoungSubject)and verb construction in the simple present tefsisshouldhelp you to ma&

use of these grammatical structures for holding simple conversations and composing simple

sentences in French.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
1. Whatdo you understand by informal context of gatfoduction?

2. What do you understand by formal context of-sgtoduction?

33Explain the difference between 6Tud and o6Vou

7.0 References/Further Readings
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Godard, R.et.al (199]). TransAfrique 15. London: Macmilan.(SEE COMMENTS ABOVE)
Onyemelukwe, 1.M(1998. Frenchfor All Beginners Zaria: ABU Press.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ujDtmOhZyl|

UNIT 3: ASKING OTHER PEOPLE ABOUT THEMSELVES
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1.0 Introduction
In the preceding unit, you halearnt how to introduce yourseh & formal and informal context
using the appropriate language items. In this yoit, will learn how to introduce yourself and ask
someone else to introduce himself or herself. The introduction varies depending on what aspects
of a persondés identity are r e.cuck smformationanay he o

includesurnamg(le nom), first name(le prénon), age(l &6, residencdle domicile), nationality

(la nationalit§, among other things
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2.0 Objectives

At the end of this unit, you will be able to:

- introduce yourself properly;
- ask someone to introduce himself or herself;
- use correctly the adjectives of nationality and languages spoken.

- analysethe episodes of introduction to establish the grammatical structures used.

3.0 Main Content

3.1 Dialogue
Jacques Bonjour maemoiselle.

Jacqueline Bonjour monsieur.

JacquesJ e mbéappel |l e Jacgue dyNigéria.clgsuisigériah,untmde . Je v
j6habite ™ Accra. Et toi?
Jacqueline Mo i , |j e mjuaipeple suis@g dllaaxci se. Jo6bhabite ~ L om
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Jacques Jacqueline et Jacques, quelle coincidence!
Jacqueline Enchanté. Au revoir

Jacques EnchantéeA bi ent et .

3.1.1 Audiovideo activity
Before we move further, take off sometime and watch the videos on YouTube on the follow site:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NtPulbODf0Q

3.2 Language structurelLa Grammaire

There are several grammatical issues in this dialogue that we need to analyse and understand very
well. Such an undstanding can help us to start forming simple and short sentences in French to
express our needs. Theugs we need to pay attentionhire are the verbs, the adjectives and
pronouns.

A verb is very indamental in our ability to expressir communicatio needs in French. It
expresses our thoughts, intents, desires and actions. As stated earlier, conjugation is very
important in French because verbs change their form to maténaheun(Subjec) and the tense

of a sentence. Thus, the procedure of making a verb to match ®itmaun(Subjec) and the
tense $ called verb conjugation. Heagain, you will learn the conjugation, in the simple present
tense, of some verbs emanating from the dialegubat you can know how to use them to express
your communication needs. These verbs are:

3.2.1 Asking people where they liveand el | i ng where yogtbivVvéeveVenk

The verbd &biterdis very importantn asking people where they liee telling people where you

live. Curiosity is human nature. It is just human nature that when we meet with people for the first
time we geturious to know much about thentluding where they live or wheredi come from.

The ver bis\ely anpatantevhed to know where people live. We have to master the
conjugation of this verb.

Singular Plural
erson ieé éeé. ushabibnsé é é é .
1stp Jthabie e é é é Noushabibnsé é ¢é é
(I l'ive in é¢ _ _ ]
(We |l ive in éc¢
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2"d person Tu habiesé é é . Vous habiezé é é é é
. . o (Youl i ve i n éeé
(Youl i ve i n ée.
39 person II/Elle habieé é é . ls/Elles habienté é é é é
(He/$el i ves i n ¢é(Theyl i ve i n ééé

In Frenchto ask people where they liwou need to know theierrogative (question) fornthere

are hree scenarios task

Scenario 1

Question

Answer

Ou estce que tu habites?

-J 6 h ab name of atown =1 h a b AbtjaJos/Lafia.

-Jbhahbu+t emame of mascul i

Nigéria/ Apon/ Ghana/ Sénégal.

ne

-J6 h a bnAmérique/ Inde/ Bypte/ EthiopieEspagne

Ouestce quodi |l / e]-Ill/Ele habitea
Lagos/Abuja/Jos/Lafia/Minna/Enugu/lbadan.
- II/Elle habiteau Nigéria/Japon/Ghan@énégalCameroun.
- lI/Elle habiteen Amériquelnde/Egypte/Ehiopie/Espagne
Ouestce quobi | s/ |-Ills/Elles habitenta Lagos/Abuja/Jos/Lafia/Minna.
- lls/Elles habitentau Nigéria/Japon/Ghangénégall ogo.
- lls/Elles habitenen AmériquelndefEgypte/Ethiopie.
Scenario 2
Question Answer

Ou habitestu?

The answers are the samaraScenario labove

Ou habiteil/elle?
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Ou habitentils/elles?

Scenario 3
Question Answer
Tu habites ou? The answers are the samaraScenario labove

II/Elle habite ou?

lIs/Elles habitent ou?

*Remember thatinafomal context, yowmsmesad ©dé ©6IJe@ddVousbd

3.2.1.1 Audo-visual activity
Once again, let us take timegatch and listen to the videos on YouTube on the following sites:

https://conjugaison.frenchcircles.ca/habibresent/

3.2.2 Askingor saying where one comes fromLe verbedvenirded( t o come fr omé)

It is still in the same human nature that when we meet with people for the first time we get curious
to know much about them, including where they are from. Ve Iglarn how to conjugate the
verb6 v e moithatbwe can use it freely to express our need to find out from people where they
come from.

Singular Plural
15t person Je viens de é|Nousvenonsdeé é é é .
(I come from

(We come from

,,,,,

2"d person Tu viens de éeéVousvenezde é ¢ ¢é é.

(You come from
(You come from

3 person IWElI 1 e vi ent d e lls/Ellesvienrentdes é é
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(He/fsr e comes fr|(Theycome from é

Once ypu know howtoc onj ugat e t,hoa needaa khow dtheternogatived (question)
formon how to ask and answer in French where you come from. There are several ways of framing
the interrogative. For example:

Question Answer

D6oY% -tud ens Je viens de Benue/Kogi/Abuja/Lagos/Kaduna,
DO o % -voasnpolie form Je viens de Benue/Kogi/Abuja/Lagos/Kaduna,
D0 o % -voasnpiural form) Nous venons de Benue/Kogi/Abuja/Lagos.

3.2.2.1 Audovisual activity
Let us take timéo watch and listen to the videos on YouTube on the follow site:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9g0gjOOfpAqg

33The adjective of deadtonalitdal i ty (Lb6éadjectif

Knowing the names diifferent nationalities (les nationalité¥ will not only allow you to tell
something about yourself but also it will help youget to know better the person you are
interacting with, especially if he @he is a foreigner. Every country has an adjective in French
that can be used to deibe its people or national#. is very important to know howo sayyour
nationality and that of other people in French.

i. When you talking about yourself, you can say:

Country Singular Singular Plural Plural
masculine feminine masculine feminine
Le Nigéria | Jesuis Ngérian Je suis Ngériare | Nous sommes | Nous sommes
Nigérians Nigériares
Le Nige Je suis Nyérien Je suis Nyérienre | Nous sommes | Nous sommes
Nigériens Nigérienres
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Le Bénin Je suis Bninois Je suis Bninoise | Nous sommes Noussommes
Béninois Béninoiss
Le Togo Je suis dgolais Je suis bgolai | Nous sommes | Nous sommes
Togolais Togolaigs
Le Ghana Je suis GBanéen Je suis GBanéene | Nous sommes Nous sommes
Ghanéens Ghanéenes
LaFrance | Je suis Fancais Je suis Fancai® | Nous sommes | Noussommes
Francais Francaigs
L 6 An g l| Je suis Aglais Je suis Aglaise Nous sommes | Nous sommes
Anglais Anglaises
L Amérique | Je suis Anéricain | Je suis Nous sommes | Nous sommes
Américaire Ameéricains Américaires
il. When you talking about other people, you can say:
Country Singular Singular Plural Plural
masculine feminine masculine feminine
L Algérie Tu es Agérien Tu es Agérieme | Vous étes Vous étes
Algériens Algériemes
Le Burkina Tu es Burkinabé | * Tu es Burkinabé * Vous étes *Vous étes
Faso Burkinabés Burkinabés
Le Cameroun| Tu es Tu es Vous étes Vous étes
Camerounais Camerounaise Camerounais Camerounaiss
Le Tchad Tu esTchadien Tu esTchadienne | Nous sommes Nous sommes
Tchadiens Tchadiemes
La Chine Il est Chinois Elle estChinoi= | lIs sontChinois | Elles sont
Chinoises
La Belgique | Il est Belge Elle est Relge lIs sont Belges Ells sont Rlges

3.3.1 Audiovisual activity
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RafwrMPa8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSLp5hs7sQ8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jsleD6Yay o

3.4. Les pronomsioig dmoi§ 6vousd

In the didogue above, yohave come acrnos Ee amd Souw (simmkila). ¢
These are what we call disjunctive pronouns.yTaee used to stress or emphadise subject
pronouns.

As the English translations indicate, the wom@is moi andlui refer, respectively, to the English
pr onouns ¢y ohima ln Frénchetbere isa nodresgonding disfive pronoun for each
Pronoun(Subject) as shown in thedble below:

Pronoun Subject Disjunctive Pronoun

Je Moi (1)

Tu Toi (You)

Il Lui (He)
Elle Elle (She
Nous Nous Ve)
Vous Vous (You)
lls Eux (They
Elles Elles (They

3.4.1 Audiovisual activity

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uHvsSIXjK38

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yreEkavicaU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uPsVc6JsfAo

4.0 Conclusion

Greetings and introduction betwegeople who do riknow each other very well aresually

followed by a little conversatiohy asking one another questions and sharing information about
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each otherMany friendships have developed fréittie conversation that lead people to discover
thar convergence of interests. By mastering these simple sentence strugburedl soon be
able to make a little conversatianth everyone you meet. Mastering a few common expressions
to build your conversation skills in this regard is quite necesgdmpost everyone who masters
these French skills and uses these expressions are so wemgh-that you may even pass éor

native of France when you use them.

5.0 Summary

In this unit, you havéearredhow to introduce yourself and ask someone else to introduce himself

or herself. The introduction varies depending
or he or she is willing to discles Such information may includeirnamele nom), first name(le

prénon), age(l &9, residencele domicile) andnationality(la nationalit§, anong other things

In addition, youhavelearnedseveral grammatical issues in thiélogues that wetreated as we

analysd and understod these dialoguesgery well. Such an understdimg can help yoto start

forming simple and short sentences in Frelnabed on your needbo this effect, much attention

was paid on theerbs, the adjectives and pronouns.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. Conjugate the verb in lracket in the present tense according téhe pronoun subject

i. Je (habiter) a Lagos.
ii. Vous (venir) dda France.

iii. lls (étre) Anglais
iv. Tu (habiter)aLos Angeles?

v. Nous (venir) durchad

2. Complete the followingsentences witha, au, en
i. Noushabibns----- Lagos
ii. Elle habite------ Amérigue

iii. Elles habitent -------- Nigéria
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iv. Voushabitez----- Abuja.
v. Olu habite------ Inde

7.0 References/Further Readings
Onyemelukwe, IM. (1998. Frenchfor All BeginnersZaria: ABU Press.
Sonaiya, R.Mojola, Y and Amosu, T(1997. Je Démarrelle Ife: Anchorprint.

Verdelham, M.etal. 1991.Le Nouveau Sans Frontierddéthode de FrancaidMorkbook
Version for Anglophone®aris:CLE International(SUPPLY ALL THE NAMES
OF ALL THE AUTHORS IN FULL)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NtPulbODf0Q

https://conjugaison.frenchcircles.ca/habipeesent/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g0gjOOfpAqg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ReafwrMPa8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSLp5hs7sQ8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jsleD6Yay o
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UNIT 4: INTRODUCING OUR AGE AND PROFESSIONS
CONTENTS
1.0 Introduction
2.0Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Dialogues
3.2 Verbs étreandtravailler)
3.3 Common waysf askng/declarinpo ne 6 s age
3.4 Commonwaysfasitngone 6 s profession and possi bl e
3.5Common professions and work places
3.6 Counting numbelig French
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 TutorMarked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

CONTENTS
1.0Introduction

As the saying goesi Ro me was n ot Thérefarelorte canmot fiaish tearning French

in a day. Rater, as the French sayn g galité s pfeR i t o0i s eiflebylfitieithe s on 1
bird makes its nest), we shall acquire good vocabulary for our basic communication needs in
French. Thdact is that once you meatstranger and you gradually get to knesch otherthe

desire to know more about each other comes natural. In general, most of the things ydikevould

to know about each other aage, level of education and the type pssfen both of yopractise
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It is deemed necessary for you to learn some of basguage items you need in the course of

exchanging information aboatich othewith a friend you have newly met.
2.00bjectives
At the end of this unit, yowill be able to

i. ask your new acquaintance how old he or she is;

ii.hask onedbds pr ovorgissi on/ pl ace of
iii. say the namef your work place;

iv. give suchmformation about yourself if asked return and

v. know how to count numbers in French.
3.0 Main Content

3.1Dialogue

Marc: Salut, JulienCa v& (Hello, Julien, how are yd)

Julien: Ca va trés bier{l am fine)

Marc: Queléage agu? (How old are you?)

Julien: J'ai 28 ans, je suitudiantEt toi? (I am 28 years, | am a studefnd you?)

Marc: Moi,j 6 ai 30 ans .@e, | agme30 yeard asd | en®adnmedidal mMoctor
Julien: Ou estce que turavailles? (Where do you wadrk

Marc: Je travaille dans un hépital en villgwork in a hospital in the town).

Julien: EnchantéMarc. Au revoir.(Delighted Marc. Gootbye).

Marc: A b i ,dulieén.[Bee you soon).

3.2. Theverbs (@voir, étreand travailler)

You might have already learnt that in French a verb must be conjugated in a sentence. Conjugation

means using a verb according to time (tense) and the subject (the person or thing causing the action
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of the sentence). Wehall master the conjugation of the three verbs we have used in the above

dialogue so that we shall know the logic of using them in our communication needs.

3.2.1The verb avoir

Singular Plural

1Stperson | Ja@é . .l h(av e éé. ) Nousavonsé ¢ Weh av e)é é

2"person| Tuasé . Yol have |Vousavezé. Yol have ¢€.)

39person | l/Elleaé ¢ (He/Sre h aglis/Ellesonté .( They have €.

3.2.2The verb étre

Persons Singular Plural

15tperson |Jesuisé . (I am ¢é. |Noussommes é.( We areéé.)

2"person [Tuesé . (.You ar e|Vousétest é.( You areéé.)

39 person | l/Elleesté ..( HE/ She|lls/Ellessonté ¢ .( They areé.

3.3.3 The verbtravailler

Persons Singular Plural

15'person |Jetravailké . I ( wor k é) |Noustravailbnsé .(Wewor k ¢é

2"9person | Tutravailesé .( You wor k |Voustravailkzz é (You wor k

34 person | Il/Elle travailleé . (He/Se works...) | lls/Elles travailenté .(Th ey wo

3.3 Common wayf asking/declaring age
3.3.1. Asking about someoned6s age

Imagine you meet with a new friend and you want to ask his/her age. In English, yéutsayw
ol d a r Ee respansiight be, 'I'm 30 years old!" You will notice that in English, we use

the verbd t o inlthesé sentencebam, You are, I is andso onand so forth However, in
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French, we talk about age using a different veslmir, which actually meansio havé This is
the verb you wi use in your question and answer about age. Good enough, we have already learnt
how to use the veravoir. When you want to ask someone for his or her age, you would say it this

way:
QuestionQuel age adu? (How old are yo?)
Answer: J & 28 ans (I am 28 years old)
NB:

When you say how old you are or someone says how old he or she is, there is always

the need to addns(which means 'years.")
il. In everyday conversation, the word order in the question may vary:

You will often hearQuel age asu?6

But sometimeshe sentege would rather be invextl: 6Tu as quel agey

iii. In a formal context, doot forget that you wilheed to be polite by using tibeduH

form: Quel &ge averousdOr the invertedvord order:v/ous avez quel 4gé?
3.3.2Askings o me o h®agee | s e 6

L ed saythat now you want to ask someone how old her/his brother is. Again, you need to use
the correct form ovoirt oget her wi t He/Sh éd@/EllsGulbe geestibn willbe: 6

- Quel age a-il? Or remember the inverteday which changes the word erust a little:
lI/Elle a quel age?

- And she would answell/Elle a 10 ans

NB: Do not forget that you Wineed to change the pronouh @r Elle) dependingn theperson
you ae talking about. Here are some questions and answers about age, based on what we just went

over:

Question Answer
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Quel age agu? Jdi 22 ans.
Il a quel age? Ila 10 ans.
Elle a quel 4ge? Elle a 10 ans
lls ont quel age? lls ont 10 ans
Quel age avexrous?(polite form) J & 60 ans.

You can visit the following websitde watch YouTube videos on this

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fw4g2Dod4vI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRd9JaEtO8E

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z7ErW49uH7U

3.4 Common wayf askingone 6 s p r o fossthle prafessioasn d p

One of the best waysf keepng the conversgon going in Frenclis to turn things around and ask
your conversation partner several questions about themselves. That rnaacanyeven ask
him/her what hishe desfor a living:

(1 Dans qiel domaine travailletu ?1 6 What fi el d do you work in?o
[0 Quelle est ta professioni?zd What iis your profession?%

(1 Quel estton métier’6 What i s your job?6

[ Que faistu comme travail? 6 What do you do for wor k?6%6

The common answer to thes&rious questiosis just one:
Answer:- Je suisacteur/actrice (I am an actor)

- Je suisdentiste (I am a dentist)
Other common professions are:

infirmier/infirmiére (nurse)

meédecin(doctor)
enseignant/enseignante/instituteur/institutriteacher)
boulanger/boulangeréaker)
brasseur/brasseugbrewer)
boucher/bouchéréutcher)
chanteur/chanteusginger)
charpentier/charpentiérécarpenter)
coiffeur/coiffeusdhairdresser)

N I O A O
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1 couturier/couturiérgdressmaker)
[1 dessinateur/dessinatri¢eesigner)
[1 écrivain/écrivaingwriter)

(1 musicien/musicienn@nusician)

1 avocat/avocatélawyer)
1 prétre(priest)

3.6 Common professions and work places

It will be a great knowledgéor you if you know the names of places of work whe&arious
professionals practstheir profession. The following are examples of such places. You can say:

- Je suignfirmier/infirmiére (nurse): & travaille dans uhdpitaluineclinique.
- Il estmédecin(doctor): | travaille dans umdpitaltineclinique.

- Nous sommesnseignantgteachers): Wus travaillons dans une école.

- Tu esboulanger/boulangérébaker): Tu travailles dans une boulangerie.
- lls sontbrasseurgbrewers): Is travaillent dans une brasserie.

- Elles sonboucheregbutchers): Hes travaillent dans une boucherie.

You can visit the following website to learn more about names of places people work in French:

https://www.frenchgames.net/frenchvocabulary?topic=Workplaces&level=secondary

You can also watch and listen to the videos on professions and work places am& aulthe
following websites:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XuxsdhRFhg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGYéP00fA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ApOpvOmQU9U

3.7 Counting numbers in French
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The French people use the same figdicessumbers as the English people. Howettes,French
words for numbers are congpély different fromthose inEnglish. We shall learn how count the

Frenth numbers in words from 0 100. Listen carefully to these videos on YouTube on your

i =\
o
Les nombres en francais Kiitdetisd
0 zéro 10 dix 20 vingt 30 trente
1 un 11 onze 21 vingt-et-un 31 trente-et-un
2 deux 12 douze 22 vingt-deux 32 trente-deux
3 trois 13 treize 23 vingt-trois 33 trente-trois
4 quatre 14 quatorze 24 vingt-quatre 34 trente-quatre
5 cing 15 quinze 25 vingt-cing 35 trente-cing
6 six 16 seize 26 vingt-six 36 trente-six
7 sept 17 dix-sept 27 vingt-sept 37 trente-sept
8 huit 18 dix-huit 28 vingt-huit 38 trente-huit
9 neuf 19 dix-neuf 29 vingt-neuf 39 trente-neuf
40 quarante 50 cinquante 60 soixante 70 soixante-dix
41 quarante-et-un 51 cinquante-et-un 61 soixante-et-un 71 soixante-et-onze
42 quarante-deux 52 cinquante-deux 62 soixante-deux 72 soixante-douze
43 quarante-trois 53 cinquante-trois 63 soixante-trois 73 soixante-treize
44 quarante-quatre 54 cinquante-quatre 64 soixante-quatre 74 soixante-quatorze
45 quarante-cing 55 cinquante-cing 65 soixante-cing 75 soixante-quinze
46 quarante-six 56 cinquante-six 66 soixante-six 76 soixante-seize
47 quarante-sept 57 cinquante-sept 67 soixante-sept 77 soixante-dix-sept
48 quarante-huit 58 cinquante-huit 68 soixante-huit 78 soixante-dix-huit
49 quarante-neuf 59 cinquante-neuf 69 soixante-neuf 79 soixante-dix-neuf
80 quatre-vingts 90 quatre-vingt-dix LES GRANDS NOMBRES
81 quatre-vingt-un 91 quatre-vingt-onze 100 cent 800 huit-cents
82 quatre-vingt-deux 92 quatre-vingt-douze 101 cent-un 900 neuf-cents
83 quatre-vingt-trois 93 quatre-vingt-treize ;g‘z’ :UK'Q":S“ ;g :‘"'e .
84 quatre-vingt-quatre 94 quatre-vingt-quatorze 70 tro‘.’:_:::u e 15660 dle:xmme e
85 quatre-vingt-cing 95 quatre-vingt-quinze 305 trois-cent-cing 100.000 cent-mille
86 quatre-vingt-six 96 quatre-vingt-seize 400 quatre-cents 1.000.000 un-million
87 quatre-vingt-sept 97 quatre-vingt-dix-sept 500 cing-cents 2.000.000 deux-millions
88 quatre-vingt-huit 98 quatre-vingt-dix-huit 600 six-cents 1.000.000.000 un-milliard
89 quatre-vingt-neuf 99 quatre-vingt-dix-neuf 700 sept-cents2.000.000.000 deux-milliards

S (orthographe rectifiée de 1990)  J/

handsets, desktop or laptand repeat the pronunciatiohthe numbers.

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HREbL20UO
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2EbL20UO

4.0 Conclusion

Expressing age in French is trycboth grammaticallyand vocabularyvise. Besides, sking a

woman her age is considered quite impolite in French, especially if you are a man. If you are
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curious and still want to kmo, be highl y stceguéje peuxarieepmetire de te: 0 E
demaader ton ©ge?06 Thisayta bowl myesl f it eutabky fion
would be the polite way to ask a woman her age in French. In addition, knowing how to express

ace leads you to knowing numbers. This helps you to know how towajlour phone numbers,

dates, times, and prices in Frené&s you will see, learning the numbers in French is a bit like

doing matlematics; but its very simple ma#gmatics

Furthermore, in order to make learning French at your age meaningful yowraeavthow to
discussabout professions and places of work ireri€h. It 8 impossible to list all possible

professions, but there are some common ones you should know.
5.0 Summary

In this unit, you have learnt how to meet with peofeget to know thenbetter by exchanging
information about you with your new acquaintasicBuch information include knowing each

ot herdés age, profession and place of wor k. We
declare your age in French. We have learnt thd&nglish, you sayp How ol d Ther e Yy ou
responses mmi3@h ty e o will rimticélthadin English, we use the vérli oinb e 6

these sentenceksam, You are, I$e is and so orand so forthHowever, in French, we talk about

age using a diéfrent verbavoir§ which actually meangf o h ou leade also learnt how to

conjugate French verbs that are very essential in expressing age, talking about professions and

places of work. You have equally learnt how to count numbers in French.
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. How do you tell someone that you are 20 years old?

(a) & suis 20 ans

(b) Je vais 20 ans

(c)bai 20 ans

2 . How do yosiage2s k s oamttd ne b

(a) Comment age
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(b) Quel age

(c) Combierage

3. How do you dsin French which worlpeopledo?
(a) Ou este que tu travailles?

(b) Quelle est ta professidn

(c) Comment travailletu?

7.0 References/Further Readings

Dominique. P. et al. (1997. Le Nouveau(WHAT?) Sans Frontieres Paris Eds. CLE
InternationalSUPPLY NAMES OF AUTHORS IN FULL)

Mbuko, L.(1992. Junior Essays for J.S. Frendkaduna: Lynn Pulbthers
Godard, R. etal. (199)). TransAfrique 9.5London: Macmillian(SEE ABOVE)
Onyemelukwe, 1.M(1998. Frenchfor All BeginnersZaria: ABU Press.

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fw4g2Dod4v!I

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRd9JaEtO8E

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z7ErW49uH7U
- https://www.frenchgames.net/frenchvocabulary?topic=Worlkgs&level=secondary

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XuxsdhRFhg

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MGY¥P00fA

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ApOpvOmQuU9U
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HREbL20UO

- https://www.youtibe.com/watch?v=HREbL20U0
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MODULE 3: IDENTIFYING PEOPLE AND OBJECTS
UNIT 1: IDENTIFYING PEOPLE

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content

3.1Dialogues
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3.2The interrogatived Q u i-ce?@andtpossible responses
3.3Possessive adjectivéises adjectifs possessH)
3.4 Stressed Pronoutfses pronoms disjointg

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 TutorMarked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 Introduction

Itis a very common human tendency to makquiry abouény strangein some othe precedin
units, we learhhow to enquire aboyteoplein Frenchas regardsheir identity by asking the
their nameswhere they com fromand what they doAt times, we find ourselves in a situat
wherewe even have to enquire in the French language aboutiéreity of people we know wel|
Imagine you are in youtouse and someokeaocks atthe door and you have to speak in Fre
to know who is knockingOr, your phone rings, you only see thaner, noname. You wil
surely be curious toask in French t&know who is calling. You have to ask, Wh o i
Sometimes, a person you know vevgll is in company of another person whom you dt
know. Imaginethat your friend has visited you and you have todfiout fromhim who the
attractive girl accompanyinkim is; and you haveto askin French In this unt, we shall lear
how to inquirea b o ut s o mtayausing the interrdgatived Qu i-c eeds t 6 Quud
(Who is this?).

2.00bjectives

By the time you finish this unit, you will be able to:
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A skaguestions correctly to identify a person or some people;
A ivga proper response to identify a person or some people;

A nadyse carefully episodes of identification of persesiagrelevantgrammatical stictures such
as 0 Qua? G Haensdd é6C

A seuthese grammatical structures correctly to compose simple sentences in French.

3.0 Main Content
3.1Dialogue

Dialogue 1: Grrriiinnng grrrriiinngg (Qui estce?)

Agnés Al | "E, Helld, HellB.  (
Jacques Qui estce au teléphor®(Who is on the telephofe

Agnes:Cbest moi, Agn s]Jtédosemami dgdesMaMaeyodec fri
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Jacques Ah, Agnes, comment ¢ca véd&h, Agnes, how are y&)
Agnes Trés bien. Marie est B((Very fine.ls Mary at home)
Jacques Oui, elle est la(Yes, she is at hoe

Agnés:Bo n, | 0 aesuite,\aerevoi@Gaod. | will be there shorthyGood lye)

Dialogue 2: Bam, ban{Qui estce?)

Pierre: Qui esta la pore?
Mireille: CO e st atle i Mi r
Pierre: Ah! Bon, entre

Mireille: Bonsoir Pierre, comment ga?
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Pierre: Bien. Asseds-toi.

DIALOGUE 3: (Qui est-ce?)

Paul: Bonjour, Kola. (Good morningKola)

Kola: Bonjour, Paul Mais, qui estette fille.(Good morningPaul. Who is this ladi)
Pau:Cb6est Cl (Shmis Glementifge

Kola: C 6 e s tping? & she gour girlfriendy

Paul: Non. Elle est mon camarade de clagd, she is a classmate
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Kola: EnchantéeClementine. I( t ndy pleasureClementing
Clemntine: EnchantéKola. (I t ndy pleasureKola)
You can now visit the following website teatch and listen to the YouTubaleo available:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t9eUpvSRJKY

3.2 The interrotgiast@Qwestc® 2®i nt err og a

There are several waysadking questions in French. In thésllbgues above, we have come across

the interrogative phrase:
i. Quiestce? ( Wh ¢?8Vho igitdVEho is there?).

When you want a person to identify himself or idensome® ne el se, you ask
estc e ? O ialogue 1,Dacques did not know who was calling him on the plRmde asked,
Qui estced  liabogub 2 Pierre hears a knock on his door and wants to know wtiersat

the door. So, he asks Qi estce®In Dialogue 3 Paul, who is in company of Clementine, meets
his friend Kola. Kola is curious to kno@lementine. Sche asks Paub Qi estcette filled(Who

is this girl?).

To the answer the questionQi estced you can say:
-CO e s t, Abmdltiis me, Ab

Question: Qi estce?

-Coest Cl. éShes Clementiag

Question: Qi estce?

-Coest @ (Seeisaimniend

Question: Qi estce?

- C 6 e Ementibe mon camarade de clasgghe is Climentine, my classmate
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i Anot her way of asking for a personbds i de
confirmation of the personésoCldeamtpdaryso?2ddns trhar

For example:

Co e s ? (ISAtBhw?)

-Oui , c Q¥esithsAAbu

C 0 e s ment@® (s it Clementin®)

-Oui, coestYeLl eméat)ChemefOtine

Cdbest t onlsityaunclassmd® ?

-Oui, cbdest mon (egintadrsa dney )dcel acsl sansastee.
Cdbest Mo n s i?édtMMr. Mustapgha@®)p h a

-Oui, cobdest Mo(Mesi s Musdtspdtbapha
C 0 e s, madane Mustapha®s(t you, Madam Mustapha

-Oui , c pnedame Mustaphdy e s , ,iMadans Mustapha

3.3Possessive adjectives (Les adjedibossesss)

In the Dalogue 3(between Kola and Paulyou have come across the following sentences:
- C 6 dascbupine? I sheyour girlfriend?)

-No n. nda@marade de clasgdo, she isny classmate

d@ aaddd moamebwvhat we call possessive adjectives. Possessive adjectives are the words used to
indicate to whom or to what something belongs. French possessive adjectives areodingésh
possessive adjectivdsit there are some differences in form becaussgssive adjectives in
French have gender differentiation and number. They also depend on the person who is talking,

and then agreement with the object in question: they agree withodsesseer the object
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possessednot the possessor. In other wordg,am talking, it does not matter whether | am a girl

or a boy, what matters is tigender and number of what is hgpossessedThis is particularly

hard for English speakers since in English you choose the possessive adjective according to the
genderand number of the subject: for a méais dog(s)for a womanher dog(s) The gender or

number of the dog does not matt€he Table below presents a summary of inench possessive

adjectives whiclare also explained in deltén the subheadings thafollows.

English Masculine Feminine Before vowel Plural (for the two genders)
my mon ma mon mes

your (u form) ton ta ton tes

his, her, its son sa son ses

our notre notre notre nos

your (vousform) votre votre votre VoS

their leur leur leur leurs

For practical activity, you can visit the following website to watch and listen to YouTube videos:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hAVeK8p8cEE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hAVeK8p8cEE

3.4 Stressed Ponouns (Les pronoms disjoint9

Stressed pronounslso known adisjunctive pronounsare usetib emphasis a noun or pronoun.

There are 8orms in French:

English French
Me Moi
You Toi
Him Lui
Her Elle
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Us Nous
You Vous
Them (masualine) Eux

Them (fennine) Elles

Frenchstressedlisjunctive pronounscorrespond in some wayo their English counterpaibsit
theyare a bit different in other ways. Thus, their English translations sometimes require different

sentence structures altogether.
For practical activity, you can visit the following website to watch and listen to YouTube videos:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yreEkavicaU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uHvsSIXjK38

https://www.youube.com/watch?v=uPsVc6JsfAo

4.0 Conclusion

0 Quicee?sdt meani nigs 6tWh oa 9 ks d ki oty)but theverm sometreng wou i d e n't

should know. There are ot her warguscanequallisayqui r i n
060Cdest qui -aHb wewr e Qo é Bihe mostepblite dvay of asking for
someoneb6s identity.

5.0 Summary

In this unt, you have learnt how to inquieb o ut s o0 me gunseidnsg itdheen tiinttyer r o
estc e B8 O uieLceq u eThid happens when you are in your house and someone comes to
knock on the door and yowvant to know who is knockin@r, it happens when your phone rings

and you see only the number witb name.You will surelybe curious to know who is calling.

You can even use this French phrase when you see a person you know very walpamygof

another person you do iknow andyou have task the identity of the unknown person. This has

led us to do angbis of some grammatical structuresch as the possessive pronouns and the
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disjunctive pronouns, used in constructisgnple sentences in French toqgeire or give

information on oneds identity.
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1. Complete the following sentences witton, ma, or me&xampk:
Question: Qui estce? (ami
Answer:Coest mon ami

I. Qui estce? (femme)

il. Qui estce? fils)

iii. Qui estce? (fille)

V. Qui estce? (amis)

2 Qui estce? Mmere

2. Compkte the following sentences withoi, toi, lui, elle, nous, vous, eoxelles

1. , je vais a la plage

2. Nous avons soif, apport‘,, une bouteille d'eau, s'il voydait
3. Marie parle francais, ma _ , il parle seulement I'anglai
4. Je vais au cinéma, et voul_ aussi, nous allons avec vo

5. Luc est malade, mais sasfants , ils vont trés bien.

7.0 References/Further Readings
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1.0Introduction

Most of you might have been dreaminf) studyng overseas, maybe in France. Perhaps, this
dream has not yet come to reality. Howeven gan take French lessons before one of these days
you will find yourself in France. As you have found yourself in a classrmlearn French in
Nigeria, you will need to know some basic vocabulary alodjectsin the classroom. In this
lessonyou canstep into the French lecture room and see what vocabulary you can acquire about

the classroom environment.

2.00Objective

By the tme you finish this unit, you will be able to:

A ask questions correctly to identify a thing
A give a proper response to identify a thing

A analyse careful |y e pusisggranensticad dtruciurdsechdasC é e stat i o

un/ une Cée. .stoont é.

A compose simple sentences i mfgendench using co
3.0 Main Content

3.1Dialogues

You are advised to visit thisebsite and listen to videad least two times so that you understand

the interrogative phrase and the answiettsis://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2o0gykNYcUcw

Dialogue 1:

Okonis asledby the teacér to identify the names gbmeobjecst in French in thelassroom.
Professeur Qu 6-eset qu?z cobes
Okon:Cbest un styl o.

Cbest un livre.

Cbest un crayon.
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Coe
Coe
Code
Code

Cbe

st un
st un
st un
st un
st un
st un
scartablee

e

cahi

er .

gomme .

tabl e.

chai se.

r gl e.

t abl

Ce sont des cahiers.

eadu.
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3.1.1Theinterrogative (L 6 i nt e r)réoQuadceesotq u® c O est

In order b ask questions to identify an object or thiygu will make use od Q 6 &€t q u coest

When you are asked such a questi@ur proper response should be:

- C 6 e s+t nanerof a (masculinepject

-C 0 e s t name df a (feminine)bject

- Ce sont des + narsef theobject (both masculine and feminine)

Or you can say:

- C 6 e sttnamle efa (masculinepbject

- C 6 e sthamk af a (femininejbject

- Ce sont les + nams@f theobjecs (both masculine and feminine)

3.1.2 Gender of objects and indefinite articles

As abeginnerFrench learngione question you will always ask yoursslfivhy objects carry the

articluwrsau,n @l adledandhéeé

A 27

articl (@stlkaeband@ndt er mi r

or 6hedin English) that introduca noun to show that the thing referred to is specific or non

specific. When an article serves as a determinant for a specific noun, it is called a definite article.

For example:
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- Lavoiture rouge gpartient a Ali (Ali is the owner of the red car).

- Achebe &critle romarL e

Apart).

However, when an article serves as a determinant for-apexeific nounit is called an indefinite

article For example:

- Elle aacheté un romarShe bought a novel

- lla frequenté une école laiguedg went to a public school

One thing you must know is whether an object is feminine or masculine. After dfouysng
tof i gure out why
inevitable conclusion thahe gender bFrench nouns is quite arbitrarfevertheless, you must
get it clearthat there is only one wayf knowing the gender of a nouto learn it by heart. This
is one of the mihs about the French languagédteh goingover it several timeyou can actually
get to knowthe gender of a French noun with more than &¥uracy just by looking at it.
Examining the dialogueery well you can see thahe nounsgo by their gender using the

indefinite or definite articles. We have lassifiedthem in the &ble below according tthe

masculine and feminingenders

3.1.2.1 Indefinite articles (un, une, des)

mo n d e (Ghia Adhebewirateghe novdihings Fall

6st yl o6 (chabisfenunine, yos wilhtange o thé i n e

Masculine singular
objects (indefinite

artic)le 6

Feminin e singular
objects (indefinite

article

ou

Masculine plural

objects (des)

Feminine plural

objects (des)

un stylo une gomme des stylos des gommes
un livre une table des livres des tables
un tableau une chaise des tableaux des chaises
un cahier une régle des cahiers des regles
un crayon une chair descrayons des chairs
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un torchon

une craie

des torchon

des craies

Formore understanding of the phenomenon, visit the following website:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zsW1V9FfwjU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20gykNYcUcw

3.1.2.2 The @finite articles (le, la, les)

The Tablebelow shows definite articlg$e, la, les)which serve as the determinant of a distinct

and specific noun:

Masculine singular

objects (definite

Feminin e singular

objects (definite

Masculine plural

objects (es)

Feminine plural

objects (es)

artiledl e 6 |art iladl e o

le stylo la gomme les stybs les gommes
le livre la table les livres les tables

le tableau la chaise les tableaux les chaises
le cahier laregle les cahiers les regles

le crayon la porte les crayons les ports

le torchon la craie les torchos les craies

Formore understanding of the phenomenon, visit the following website:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=054MD3i3RDE

4.0 Conclusion

It is important for you to know names @jectsin the French language theclassroonas itwill

help to develop the tools to discuss classr@xperience and everexpress needs within the
classroom setting usingamesof the objects involved. Above all, yauill ask for and giveobjects

their definite andindefinite articles and understand how to make vocabulary plural including the

amount of items being described.
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5.0 Summary

In this unit,you have learntwo important things: firstidentifying objecs in a classroorhy their
namesandsecondusing the articlegdefinite and indefinitejo identify the objectdiscussed. In
this case, you have studied the definite and the indefinitdesr{itheir singular and pluras well
as their gender)his knowledge will help you in providing the basbincrease th&nowledge of

other aspects of the French language.

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

Transform the nouns ydwaveidentified into plural form

- un banc - la banque

- une fenétre - le pays

- un cahier - la femme

- un calendrier -l 6 homme
- une montre - le chien
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7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 Introduction

Your competence in a language Mag nothingf you cannothold aconversatiorin that language.
If you are learning French, chances #rat you will end upn a shop where French is spoken. You
might find yourself in a shop in aihcophonenvironmentlit could even be a ste in Paris, Lyon

or Marseilleor elksewhere

By now, you probably know that for most French people, including salespeople and shopkeepers,
having to speak in English for helping a customer is a scary and painful préspebis reason,

to make shopping in Ench an enjoyable experiengeu need to have at least an idea of the things

to say in French when interaggirwith a salesman or woman. Let look at an example &

conversatiorthat has to do with shopping indfrch.

This unit will be an interesting experience for ladies because iséscspecificallyon teaching
you some of the basic vocabulary you need in a boutique when you want to buy clothes.

2.0 Objectives
At the end of this unit, you should be able to
A s pie Ereénéhryames of the types of clothes you would like to buy.

A e n gaconeersatian, in good simple French, with a friend looutique about the cloth you

want to buy.

A e n gasignple conversatioim Frenchwith a seller of theloth want to buy.
3.0 Main Content

3.1 Dialogues (Dans uaboutique)

You are advised to follow the dialogue in the link below. It is a simple dialogue between friends

in a boutiquehttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AS2hZLFI9mDY

Amina: Que pensetu de cette robe@Vhat do you think of this dss?)
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Brigitte : Elle esttrésjolie.J 6 ai me b e a u c(lbisivery predtyl eallylikeehe colour)
Amina: C 6 ecantbien? (How much ist?)
Brigitte:N1500. C0 e s t(N1bBOO. it is cheap)c h ®.

Amina:C6best dommage quodlllee M esdi t &p a8 ulu emay utt aii

it is not my size. It is the only one left).

Brigitte : Regarde cellei. Elle est trés jolieausdi.u d e v r a i (Isooklatthés ®re dtys @lso.
pretty. You need to try @n).

Amina:Tu as r ai son.(Yodaerighh ivalltryitor)s sayer .

Brigitte:D6 ac cor d. ,j&Evais eedatdees chemisegAlright. Meanwhile, | will take a
look at the shirts).

Amina: Alors, comment me trouveas? (So, how do | lodkK)
Brigitte : Cette robe te vhien (That dress lookgoodon you).

Amina:Je vais | 6acheter al or ghée Bmi? pulastsouvé ene|l e ne
chenise?(l will buy it, then. Besides, it is not very expensive. And you? Have you found a
shirt?)

Brigitte: Oual s , mai s ell es sont ttowé apantaldif meelais e s . P
beaucoup(Yes But they are all hideous. However, | have found these trousiesthem

a lot).
Amina:Moi , | 6ai belsoijnuge® uete o @uweeckamawskieandaredo u ge .
coat).
Brigitte: J 6 a i v u d e-Bas, prasrdesesestess Mdis Sont tous noirs et bleugl saw

some overalbver there, near the gkets. But they are all black afbtle).

Amina:J e vais voir Istesqug twpersess.de catle @ wik look & the sarts
then. What do you think abaihis one?)
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Brigitte:J e trouve quodel | e lle-d.Elletstpupelégamtdl thinkeitistoBe g ar d e

short. Take a look at this oni¢is more elegant).

Amina: J e s wdord avec@oa Je veique tu as tres bon godt. Jesviai prendre. Et toi, tu as
tout ce dont tu as besoir(Pagree with you. | sedmatyou have very good taste. | will take
it. What about you®o you havall you need?)

Brigitte : Je voudrais acheter un polNer mais ceux qui sont ici somtés grands pour moi. (I

would like to buy a sweater but the ones here are too big for me).
Amina: Bien, allors-nous dans un autre magazi(t@ood let us go to another shop).
Brigitte : Bonne id€. Passons a la caisse, al@kgt us go to the cash desk, then).
3.1.1 Clothes and gender

You need to learn some words for clotheEriench. The frst thing you must know is that clothes

also have gender in French. The feminine clothes cameylaor les while the masculine gender
clothes carryn, le or les Thus, you do not just know the names of clothes. You also know their
gender. This section will teach you how to talk about names and gender of clothes that are suitable
for your French.You must isten closely to the pronunciation on tleks provided below and
practi® saying these items of clothing in French.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rRJOtCmQOVfA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4reKGAolVU
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Ou’est-ce que tu portes?

un pantalon

== T

une chemise

une jupe ;
- un jean

des chaussettes

des chaussures une ceinture

-

un tee-shirt

&= une veste

3.1.2 Colours(Les couleurs)

Learningcolours in French (Les ®uleurs) isreally not that difficult. You will find that you wi
be able to name all the primary cois in a shortime. Whether you wodl like to prepare for a

clothes shopping spree in aeRchspeaking country or lookor the pronunciation of colos

related to genders (pink for girls, blue for bqyh)s lessorhas the answers you need. Whatever

your reason, leamg French words for colos is a fumy wayof increasingyour essential French

vocabulary and géhg the hang of a few basic grammar concepts. Below is an image d¢ogtain

the basic colours in French:
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You are advised to listen closely to the pronutiaraof the colours on the links prioled below

and practie saying these items of colour in French.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Id7x0xv72Uk

3.1.2.1 Colours: &nder and agreement
There are some basic rules governing the gender and agreement of colours.

- All colours in French that end with consonants are considerbd masculine. As such,
forther pl ural form, you just add ano6sb
- However, to make thme feminine you mustadd lettr 6e & f or f e esdfori

feminine plural For examplesvert (green)

Masculine singular | Masculine plural Feminine singular | Feminine plural

Vert Verts Verte vertes

Le pantalon est vert | Les pantalons sont La jupe est verte | Lesjupes sont vertes

verts
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When an adj ect i,vthereig mdiferenca besvéen the madculibeusamgand

masculine plural formexcept with feminine. For examplgris (grey)

Masculine singular | Masculine plural Feminine singular Feminine plural
Gris gris grise grises
Ungris jears Desgris jeans Unegrisechemise Desgriseschemises
Nevertheless, there are some colours in Frenchthaby nat ur e, e.Farsughi t h t h

calours there is no difference between the masculine and feminine forms. Exaogde(red)

Masculine singular | Masculine plural Feminine singular | Feminine plural
Rouge rouges Rouge rouges
Un teeshirt rouge Des Teeshirt rouges | Une veste rouge Des vestesouges

3.1.3 Adjectives and gender

In thedialogue abovey o u have met a(prettygdd overst b k(es hdg rotl)i,o
and O ®(elegard)nThey also follow the same rules governing the use of colours in terms of

gerder and agreemerfor examplebon (good)

Masculine singular | Masculine plural Feminine singular Feminine plural

bon bons bonne bonnes

Le pantalon est bon | Les jeans sont bons | La jupe est bonne Les jupes sont bonne

3.2 Verbs

A verbconstitutes a major grammatical element which helgkerorganiation of a sentence so

as to arrive athe meaning of the sentence. It constitutes the kern#flexheaning of a sentence.
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All other elements of a sentence revolve arounerd so as taattain their functiongs well as

create meaning of the senten€er example:

- Tous les joursMagnusachéteun cornet de creme au coin de sa rue.

- La voituretournea gauche verta maison.
-lmanggb eaucoup aujourdohui
-Nousallons™ | 6 ®col e tous | es cing jours de | a sems

In the fourexamples givembove it is basiclly through the underlined verlisat the meaningf

the sentences is obtainddere are certain issues about the use of a verb in French that you need
to know bebre you can use a verb to convey your message or idea to your listeners. We shall
discuss them briefly.

3.2.1 Infinitive v erbs

The infinitive verb (le verbe infinitfis t he f orm of a verb that does
0 g e n doedend@ It is from theinfinitive form that a verb graduates to other forms through the
process of conjugationThe process of conjugation will be treak in the next section). For

example

- Nous parlons francaigParler is infinitive form of the verhwhile parlonsis the conjugated form
of the verb).

- Il finit son travail en avancgFinir is theinfiniti ve form of the vertandfinit is the conjugated

form of the verb).

-Jacques des ce(Dedcerdirgs tHeidfimisve farmiofahe vertanddescends the
conjugated form of the verb)

3.2.2 Sten of a verb
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T h e 0df dvermié also calletthe radical (le radicabf a verb. It is the minial part of a verb
t o wh i endingsi(leséermmaisonshre added in the procestconjugation. To obtain the
6st emd o rofniost eerbs, ane just reesttbbdelete the ending of thdiniti ve form of the
verb (the endingser, -ir, -oir ou -re). Fore x a mp | wouverd ther radiéal isirouv-a For
dondird the radical i99 b cGach d cbuorf 4 h e rceuediFomaévodd the ramlical is

aewvg andf o apprendrethe radical isapprenda

ATTENTION: Certain verbs, especially the auxiliary vedasierd and Gavoir§ have more than

one radical, depending on the tense.

- Aller: in @llonsd (present), te radical is@ll-§ in Grontd (future), tre radical isdr-a

- Etre: in Gtaid(imperfect), the radical i€t-0; in Gserad(future), tre radical igsera
3.2.3The endings [es terminaisong of a verb

d_es terminaisor@n Frencharethe endings that are added to the radi¢a verbin the process
of conjugat i on .ofvétswey dependinmotinea p & o sgdp 4, & and
3%, the modeandthe tenseThis will be treated furttrein the section on conjugation.

Onceonasabletomat er t he addition of the rpegdmil 6t er mi
be able to do the correct conjugation of verbs. Tthesradicalle radica) + ending {erminaiso

is equalled taonjugation.
3.2.4Persons

There are three persons which are usually represented by personal pronouns. Again, they have

their singular angblural forms inthe French languag&hese are:

15t Person(pronoun) singulai 6 J e 6 plurali 6 Nous 6
2"d Person (pronoun) singulard T u 6 plurali 6 Vous 6
39 person (pronoun) singulard | | / EI | edlurali 61 | s/ El | es d

Thus, the process abnjugation (la conjugaisomays attention and adheres strictly to thies

guiding the use of verbs based on tliepp e r ygwupa | 6
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3.2.5Conjugation (La conjugaison)

Conjugation(La conjugaisonis the process that governs the use of verlthielRrench language
verbs are used in strict compliance to the followmg r sons; t ens e ;basedeom b

verb groug; andmode

In the dialogue we have treatedreabove, there are several verbs the meaning of wikcheed
to know and the manner of conjugatitittem b create meaning in a sententéese areetre,
aimer, aller, regarder, acheter colter, trouverandprendre You will learn how to conjugate these

verbs basedn the explanations we have given

Theverbsb av ot r @ 6 a nace callea huxidryvérbs. We shall learn why these verbs are

regarded as auxiliary verbs as we proceed.

3.2.5.1 Avoir(to be)

The French verlavoir(to have)is one of the most fregmtly used of all French verbs.dtalso
an auxiliary verb. Thisneansthat it isused to form compound tensssch asin the passé
composéSince most French verbs uéesoirdto form their compound teses, it is essential to
memorise and understand itThe conjugation ofdavoird is irregular. This meansthat its
conjugation isso complicated that you just have to memoriseThe Table below shows the

conjugationof 6 a v o ithe @resent tense indicative mode.

Person Singular Plural

15'person J & (I have) Nousavons(We have)
29 person Tu as(You have) Vousavez(You have)
39 person Il/Elle a (He/Se has) lis/Elles ont (Theyhave

You are advised to follow the given link to view the YouTube videos ondhj@gation and use

of the verbd a v accarding to the persons in the present tense:
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0LxEv4031 M4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sA82J16mNfU

J ai deux soars

Tu asdeux soeurx
II/Elle adeux soeurs
Nous avonsdeux soeul
Vous avezdeux soeurs

lIs/Elles ont deux soeurs

3.2.5.2 The verb 6°tred (to be)

The French verl@tred (to be)is alsoone of the most important verbs you could learn in French.
Etredme an s  @ndit is dhégbly irregular French verthat can be found everywheire
simple daily conversations, idiomatic expressiongten languagand elsewhere. This makies

a mustlearn verb for anyone wb is starting to learn Frencfithe Table below shows the

conjugatian of the verb®tredin the present tense indicative mode

Person Singular Plural

15t person Jesuis(l am) Noussommes(We are)
2" person Tues(You are) Vousétes(You are)

3 person II/Elle est(He/She is) lIs/Elles sont (They arg

You areadvised to follow the given link to view the YouTube videos on trgugation and use

of the verb® t mcediding to the persons in the present tense:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=seKqVkAQQgBg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CbxrZMePugU
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jlvM5IK39Qs

3.2.5.3 The verb o6allerdé (to go)

The French vdr 6 leeré(to go)is also one of the most important verbs you could learn in French.
0Al meafs .Agam, itgsa@ dighly irregular French vetihat canbe found everywhere.
That make# a mustlearn verb for anyone who is starting to learn Freifible Table below shows

the conjugation of the veibléerdin the present tense indicative mode.

Person Singular Plural

15t person Jevais (I go) Nousallons (We g9
29 person Tuvas(You g9 Vousallez (You g9

3 person lI/Elle va (He/She gogs lIs/Ellesvont (They g

You are advised to follow the given link to view the YouTube videos onah@gation and use

of the verbd a | aceordidg to the persons in the present tense:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ru9pCQODV1eE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dAOHRL843lY

3.2.5.4 Theverbtd a i rfte lové/like)

Conjugating the verb ianerdis fairly easy because it belongs to the biggestigiof French verbs
calledthe Gerdverbswhich are also known as regular verbbe endings for regularerbséerb

are as follows:

Je=e¢e, Nous = ons,
Tu = es, Vous = ez,
lI/Elle = e, lIs/Elles = ent

Steps to onjugating 6 immer6and pronunciation
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To conjugate the verd ianerd we do the following:
1. T ak ee reddihg td getehe stetaim-a

2. Addto the stenthe endingsvhich dependn the noun or personal pronourulffec) of the

sentenceHere s how the verld isnerdlooks when conjugated and howstgronounced:

J'airme (ehm)

Tu aimes(ehm)
lI/Elle/On aime (ehm)
Nous ainons (ehmohn)

Vous ainez(ehmay)

=A =/ =4 =4 -4 =

lIs/Elles ainment (ehm)
NB: Note that thed eébcontracts before a vowel 3 6 6

You are advised to follow the given link to view the YouTube videos onahgigation and use
of the verbd a i raearding to the persons in the present tense:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j2ZRDp2aglM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f F4YVy KRs

3.2.5.5 The verbd r e g a(to bak/waich)

The verbregarder means 'to watclor 'to look at' in English. This subnit will teach you how to
use'regarder’ correctly whenyou speak and write in FrencHere s the conjugation chart for

0 @gardef

VERB: regardel

Subject Pronoun RegarderConjugation Translation

Je Je regarde | watch; | lookl am lookingat
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Tu Tu regardes You watch You lookYou are lookingat

[I/Elle/On lI/Elle/On regarde He/She watches; Heti8 lookg He/She is lookingat
Nous Nous regardons We watch; We lookVe are lookingat

Vous Vous regardez You watch; You looKYou are lookingat

lIs/Elles lIs/Elles regardent They watch; They loaR hey are lookingat

The conjugation of theerb6 r e g aig tileesam@ as the otherbe that follow the pattern for
verbs ending iber@ Since this verb fits theormal pattern of verbs endingdmerg we call this a

0 r e gaetdenb.§ou can follow the given link to view the YouTube videos on the conjugation
and usef the verbd r e g aaccdréing o the persons in the present tense:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0OL7GCNRSz5Y

https://www.youtube.com/watch?:8YxoQqgCJjo

3.2.5.6 Theverbd a c h @abay) 6

In this lessonwe will learn how to usen a real lifethe French verld éhete§ whi ch means
b u YW\ will explore its slightly irregulaierbconjugationThis verb is unique from other regular
Gerbverbs, liked ahneBando arler§ because of the way thecents changa its different forms.

Let us look at the whole verb its conjugated forms.

VERB: 6 ac h

Subject Pronoun acheterConjugation Translation

Je Jéachete | buy/l am buying

Tu Tu achetes You buy/You are buying

[I/Elle/On [I/Elle/On aclete He/She/One buys or He/She/Onéig/ing
Nous Nous acletons We buy/We are buying
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Vous Vous acletez You buy/Youare buying

lIs/Elles lis/Elles acletent | They buy/They are buying

You will notice that we have, in boldtters, the normal endings fée rvérbs in French. This is
one greafeature of this irregular veibthere isthe deep accelft azcent gravionthe conjugated
forms of the verb e, Tu, ll/He, andlls/Elles. However, there is no accent tre conjugated

forms of the verb imNousandVous

Kindly follow the given links to view the YouTube videos on the conjagasind use of the verb

0 a ¢ h actoadingto the persons in the present tense:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jrPV28Hal4Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yiKm4Ky9jKU

3.2.5.7. The verb O0co¥%uterd (to cost)

The French verlb alite®dme ans &6t o c o &etdderb, itAoBowsaa simplegcanjugation
pattern that you can easily commit to memory. The stem of a regetérerb is the infinitive
without thegerd So, foré aiterd the stem i® @lt-G To properly conjugate the verb, you then
add the ending thabgs with both theersonapronoun(subjec) and the tense you are using. The

Tablebelows h o ws h ow t ioallgsha gimpte tewsesdind-sencl.

Subject Pronoun codterConjugation Translation
Je codte | cost
Tu codtes You cost
I codte He costs
Elle codte She costs
Nous codtons We cost
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Vous A You (plural/formal)
coltez
cost
s codtent They cost
Elles codtent They cost

You are advised to follow the given link to view the YouTube video ondhgigation and use

of t h eolteréaccdrding to the persons in the present tense:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FZtAtRJtYPS8

3.2.5.8. The verb 6trouverd

The verbdrouvedme a todfind @rhis is a little easr to rememberiy ou t hi nkaof oOf i
treasure o6trovebod. Beyond etthe adrbs copjogatianordérito al s o
saythingd i ke the present t en serdvérlh. Asnyduileargthe veri t i s &
will reinforce your understamag of the conjugation of othe¥erd verbs. A quick lesson will

introduce you to the essential conjugationémfuverdyou wil need.

Pronoun Subject | Trouver Conjugation Translation
Je trouve | find/ I am finding

Tu trouves You find/ You are finding

Il trouve He findg He is finding

Elle trouve She findg She is finding

On trouve One findg One is finding
Nous trouvons We find We are finding
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Vous You find/You are finding(singular
trouvez
formal/plura)
s trouvent They find They are finding
Elles trouvent They find They are finding

Kindly follow the given link to view the YouTube video on the conjugation and use ofettoe

drouverd according to the persons. In the video, five tenses have been treated. You are only

concerned with theresent tensevhich is the first lesson of the video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CMfKcsFBSTo

3.2.5.9 The verkd p r e (ftatake) 6

The French verlp r e nwh iedh

c o mmo n | yisfraquentlysised ana very feekibée 6

However, it belongs to a diffent group of verbs regarded@s r r e\gnod.Farthé reason that

it ends withér ethisverband mangt her s i n t h erregulardiu g/ée a.filBséc al | e

verb is irregular because tlie, Tu, IlI/Elle/O forms all keep thé dfrdm the infinitiveprendre,

but theNous, Vousandlls/Elles forms drop the& d and thells/Elles forms even admit an extra

'n'. One good thing is thaprendreéd can hep you learn similar verbs. The able below will

introduce wu to the essential conjugatioh@rendréyou will needto know

Pronoun Subject PrendreConjugation

Je
Tu
Il
Elle
On

Nous

prerds
prerds
prerd
prerd
prerd

prenons

Translation
| take | am taking
You take You are taking
Hetakeg¢ He is taking
Shetakeg She is taking
Onetakeg One is taking

We také We are taking
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Vous prenez You take/ You are takingsingularformal/plural)
lls prement They také They are taking
Elles prement They také They are taking

You can apply what yohavelearned to conjugate these other verbs:

Apprendre= to learn
Comprendre= to understand
Entreprendre= to undertake
Méprendre= to mistake

Reprendre= to retake, take again

=A =4 =4 =4 -4 -4

Surprendre= to surprise

You follow the given links to view the YouTube video on tleajogation and use of the verb
0 p r e actardang to the persons in present tense:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhHcY ofEqxI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HOgcZDfexLg

4.0 Conclusion

Clothing words are essential describing personal appearance. If you were in a public place and
youwanted to point someone out, youwopld obabl y menti on the uperson
are shopping, describing how you look, how someone else look®wrare chatting about

incredble clothes have sen a't ARuPaul 6 sl Mea todknowR wards for, topy, o u  wi
dowrs, accessories, fabrics and sizes. To make things easy for you, we have introduced you to a
collection of words fortalking about clothes in French These words will Blp you purchase

clothing if youtravel, live or work inFrenchspeaking countries. You Wheed to go beyonta
chemise(shirt) orle pantalon(trouser$ if you want to find stylish and appropriate clothing,

especially as the weather conditions changaughout the year.

5.0 Summary
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In this unit, you have been taught howhiald a conversatiom a boutiquevhen you go to buy

new clothesYou have listened to a dialogue and you have performed some activities aimed at
consolidating your knowledge ekpressions used in market situations. If you are not sure you can
engage in simple conversation as regards buying and selling, then you are strongly advised to go
over this unit aga and againYou should not go to the next unit until you know within gsmlif

that you can engage in simple French conversation as it relates to the subject of this unit.
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
1. Give the nansof these clothes and their gendeFnench:

i. Sweater
il. Shirt
iii. Jeans
iv. Pullover

2. Give the femininéorm of the following colours

i. Bleu
ii. Gris
iii. Vert
iv. Noir
v. Brun
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French is often considered tlamguage of the modern man. A French lesson is a cultural journey
into the worlds of fashion, gastronomy, the arts, architecture, as well as library and information
science. | n t opcdicyedey intle Frenbhdahguage an imgdrtgnt skil French

has become the international languageking it essential for professionals everywhere to master
the language imrder to conduct research andmmunicate withpeers around the world. For
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