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Introduction

Let me first congratulate you for choosing to studyass
communication. | want to state right away that MAC3: History of
Nigerian Mass Media is indispensable at this eathge.. It will guide
and reveal to you the events, personalities anrimthat preceded and
surrounded the emergence of the press in Nigamidghis course, you
will come across popular Nigerians who laid stréagndation for the
establishment and development of the mass medieeioountry.

If you carefully read the Course Material, you wilkalise that
colonialism gave birth to nationalism, while natdism and journalism
became bed fellows. This will help you understdmeltypes, nature and
characteristics of the media that historically thet pace for other media
in Nigeria.

What You Will Learn in This Course

It is important to note that all the nations of therld have peculiar
experiences regarding the growth of the media. th reason, this
course simply presents the history of the mass anetie Nigerian
experience. The modules in this course will lookle inception and
development of various newspapers from the ninetmsrury to the
past-independence era. You will be drawn to magwspapers as well
as the proprietors whose ideas shaped the pobéidsose media. You
will also learn how some personalities sacrifickéirt time, money and
pleasure to innovate media measures in order i églonialism.

Course Aims

The aims of this course are to:

. explain the concept of the mass media

. discuss different types of the mass media and thder-
relationships

. present various newspapers, their achievementsllecbes,
constraints and extent of circulation

. discuss the contributions of some notable natistwliand
professionals to the development of the mass media

. x-ray in detail the incidence and expansion of Hreadcast

media as well as the political factors that deteedi their
establishment.
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Course Objectives
At the end of this course, you should be able to:

. define the mass media and identify the types osmaadia

. mention the newspapers in the pre-colonial and-palsiial era

. list major contributors to the development of thass media in
Nigeria

. recognise the role played by non-Nigerians

. discuss how nationalists and politicians used tlassymedia to

frustrate colonialism and pursue the emergence okw and
liberated Nigeria.

Working through This Course

You will achieve much in this course if you devdime to study this
Course Guide. The Course Guide provides you theeoband extent of
the course. It acts as a window to the course prope

Endeavour to use jotters to write out any task ywoay require
explanations on.

Course Materials

Course Guide

Study Units

Textbooks
Assignment File
Presentation Schedule

aghrownNE

Study Units

MAC113 is a two-unit 100 level course. This counse four modules.
The first module contains three units while modules, three and four
contain four units. There are therefore 15 units bi® red and
internalised. Below are the four modules in therseu

Module 1  Introduction
Unit 1 Meaning and Scope of Mass Media

Unit 2 Antecedents of Modern Mass Media
Unit 3 Functions of the Mass Media



MAC113 HISTORY OF NIGERIAN MASS MEDIA

Module 2 Media Evolution in Nigeria

Unit 1 Contributions of Henry Townsend

Unit 2 Other Contributors to Media EvolutionNiigeria

Unit 3 Advancement of Nigeria Newspapérse Weekly Record
Unit 4 Press Freedom

Module 3  Colonial Newspapers

Unit 1 The birth of nigerian newspapers: Zik atite West
African Pilot

Unit 2 Awolowo and th&Tribune

Unit 3 TheDaily Times

Unit 4 The Expansion of Newspapers in the East anthN

Module 4 Post Colonial Media

Unit 1 The Post Independence Media in Nigeria
Unit 2 Evolution of Radio/TV Broadcasting indéiria
Unit 3 News Agency of Nigeria

Unit 4 Deregulation of Broadcast Media in Nigeria

Each unit has introduction, objectives, and mantent. It has also, at
the end of each unit, self-assessment exerciseseTdre also tutor-
marked assignments (TMA) which you must work on aotmit for
grading.

Textbooks and References

In studying this course, there is need to consattks that may be
relevant to the subject. | have listed some textbmad provided some
relevant information that will help you to undersdethis course without
stress.

You must commit your time to this course as muclp@ssible to read
these books to position yourself to attempt the@ges.

Assessment

The assessment for this course comes in two wdyes sélf -assessment
exercises (SAEs) and the tutor-marked assignm@M#\§). The SAEs
are for you to determine how far you have undestebat you have
read. This type will not be submitted. The TMAs &eyou to work on
and submit because it is 30% of your total assessme must be
submitted for marking.
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Tutor-Marked Assignment

Tutor-marked assignments are made available arieof every unit. It
Is important that you answer all the questionsgesit will be marked
and added to your total score.

Always make sure you put your answers in assignmienthat you
have.

Final Examination and Grading

Three hours are allotted to tackle the questiondAC113 during final

examinations and it carries 70% of the total cogpsgle. Try as much
as possible to revise the entire course to be tabdeswer examination
guestions.

The questions will reflect the TMAs and the SAEdjieh you have
already worked on.

Facilitators/Tutors and Tutorials

The period devoted to the course will be 15 hodise dates and

location for tutorials will be given to you includj name and telephone
number of your tutors. The tutor will correct an@de your assignment
while monitoring your progress.

Always submit your TMAs promptly and feel free ton¢act your tutor
any time you encounter any difficulty with your SAEastly, prepare
for classes well and try to be punctual. You shadde with questions
for your tutor to answer. Your participation in stadiscussions will
determine how much you understand the course amdesd in
examinations.

Conclusion

It is important that you understands the historizatkground of mass
media in Nigeria to equip you with the necessafgrimation to function
as a journalist. All the newspapers and their pedprs discussed in this
course give you some insights into what to expdutenpracticing the
profession.

Summary

This Course Guide is a window to MAC113: HistoryMifjerian Mass
Media. It helps to prepare you for the course amdi$hes you with the
information that will remove all the obstacles taderstanding this
course.

| wish you success in MAC113 and the entire prognam
iv
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MODULE 1

Unit 1 Meaning and Scope of Mass Media
Unit 2 Antecedents to Modern Mass Media
Unit 3 Functions of the Mass Media

UNIT 1 MEANING AND SCOPE OF MASS MEDIA
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Definition of Mass Media
3.2 Types of Mass Media
3.3 Communication Media
3.4 Mass Media and Socialisation

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION
The mass media have been around us for many cemtand affect
every aspect of our daily lives. At times, mostlod mass media users

are the captive audience.

The issues in this unit will discuss the meaningd atypes
of communication media and socialisation.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. define mass media
. discuss the different types of mass communication
. discuss mass communication media and media andlisation.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Definition of Mass Media

Concisely, the term mass media simply translatehgéomodern means
of giving news, opinion, education, entertainmemd agenda-setting to
large numbers of people, especially through radielevision,
newspapers, magazines and films. According to Josepminick
(2009:36), a medium is the channel through whicmessage travels
from the source to the receiver (medium” as singueedia” is plural).

When we talk about mass communication, we also réechnels to
carry the message. Therefore, mass media are tmenels used for
mass communication. The definition of mass medid wot only
include the mechanical devices that transmit andesiones store the
message (television cameras, radio microphonestingi presses) but
also the institutions that use these machinesatesinit messages. “A
Media Vehicle is a single component of the massimeslich as a
newspaper, radio station, television network, ogazane.

3.2 Types of Mass Media

There are basically eight different mass mediaiotailevision, film,

books, sound recordings, newspapers, magazineshanthternet. Of
course, these eight are not the only mass medtaethst. Others are
billboards, comic books, posters, direct mail, rhatioks and buttons.
These eight media listed above have the largesemacels, employ the
most people and have the greatest impact. Peoplalss most familiar
with these media.

3.3 Mass Communication Media

For us to understand the mass communication megdsjmportant to
look at the meaning of mass communicatiinhas been viewed as a
process in which *“professional” communicators usesdia to
disseminate messages widely and rapidly in largediverse audiences
in attempt to influence them in a variety of ways.

There is need to define which forms of communicatghould be
considered as vehicles of mass media.

Components of Mass Communication

From the definition, talking on the phone is notfam of mass
communication because the audience is not largedamaise; usually

2
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there is only one person at each end of the limail&ly, any situation
in which life performers and audience can see edllr directly in a
theater or church, at sports events or parade-oisemample of a
mediated communication.

The major mass communication media or agencies a@ssm
communication therefore are print which compris®ks) magazines,
newspapers, fliers, newsletters, diaries, calendaoghures, billboards,
and posters among other. It also includes broaduastia (radio and
television).

3.4 Mass Media and Socialisation

At times, the media consciously attempt to incw@caalues and
behaviour in the audience. The radio and televisisnally portray in
social responsibility adverts or announcementsdéwegers of alcohol
and over speeding. Recently, advertisements onrettga remind
smokers that they were liable to die.

Mass media can also transmit values by enforciogaknorms. People
who make unguarded or tribalistic comments overrétiko are usually
sanctioned, suspended or even sacked.

Joseph Dominick (2009:36) opined that “of all theas: media,
television probably has the greatest potentialsiocialisation. By the
time an individual is 18 years he or she will hapgent more time
watching television than any single activity excslgep.”

4.0 CONCLUSION

We have explained that the mass media are the elstimough which
professional communicators reach their target auwei® The mass
media agencies enhance socialisation, convergendecentrol. It is

through the mass media, that cultural interactgureed.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have dealt with the meaning anapscof mass media by
examines the types, mass communication media ars$ madia and
socialisation.

.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

What is mass media?
Mention the major types of media.
List five components of print medium.

whE o
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UNIT 2 ANTECEDENTS OF MODERN MASS MEDIA
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0  Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Informal Transference Media
3.2 Formal Transference Media
3.3  Adjuncts of the Mass Media
3.4 Mass Media Symbiosis

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The mass media do not exist or operate in isolafldre modern mass
media evolved from the content of the public triadidl communication.
These traditional media of public communication nh&yconveniently
classified into two groups: the oral communication informal
transference media and the organised common orafommansference
media. This unit will also examine mass media sysilsiand adjuncts.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. discuss contents of the traditional media of pubdicymunication
. explain informal transference media

. describe adjuncts of the mass media

. define mass media symbiosis.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Informal Transference Media

The media in this group operate through informahtaot between
individuals and persons and essentially do notegmbd the circulation

or dissemination of rumours and “un official” infoation.

In this category, the primary example is family isitv The African
social organisation characterised by a strong sewmisekingship,

5
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community and neighbourliness naturally increase shope of news
circulated in this way.

It was common then, as now, to visit relations dnends in their
homes, eat from the same pot and exchange the iatesmation. On
the contrary, it was manifested in a much wideresphin, for example,
the attitude to relatives in other communities ate relatively
harmonious relationship between people in one conitynand those in
another.

The extent of those activities and connections giwme idea of the
scope of news circulation in indigenous society itprmal contact.
Exchange of information was also promoted by medrike organised
and spontaneous gatherings, which are fairly fretue the African
society.

Death and burial ceremonies always attracted largegregations,
which often included participants from neighbourimgdistant places.
These ceremonies characterised by weeping andhgdiad intervening
periods where gossiping, storyteling and generachange of
information took place.

Dissemination of unofficial information also chaesed village
festivals. Marriage and circumcision feasts, pubtieetings, and trials,
propitiatory assemblies, open quarrels and dispates several other
aggregator events, which characterised the Afrigan of life, are also
avenues for informal information. In this respangntion must be made
of the popular moonlight gatherings, which were dated by folktales.

Although anyone could be a folk teller, some weghly proficient in
the art. They knew what was interesting to an awaieand had an eye
for the exciting and the sensational. They couldséen as perhaps the
prototypes of the modern news reporter.

Another prototype of the modern reporter was thesquarade.
Although it was essentially an impersonation of emstors, the
masquerade in some societies, like the Igbo, erdengehe night to
gossip and expose scandals like a modern gossipoait.

In addition, most communities had markets, whichear®ot only centres
of trade but also principle means or most conveénferum to meet
friends, and kinsmen exchange news and gossip. Soankets were
also the terminal points of one area with one agro#nd with foreign
lands and civilisations. The caravans, which ptlegse routes, helped to
distribute information. They gathered and “relayedivs as they passed

6
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from place to place, communicating with fellow teasl and collecting
information on resources and prospects of trade.

3.2 Formal Transference Media

This second category is concerned with more sydiseth
dissemination of information not between persons$ lbetween the
government “and the people.” The tools employedewescognised
official and recognizable sounds, signs and symbloisthe old Oyo
empire, for example, state messengers and intetigefficers (lllari)
carried information between the capital and théaguig provinces.

However, the most common of these indigenous afficivas the town
crier or bellman. Part of his functions include awncing the
“promulgation” of laws and regulations, meetingstangements for
communal work and generally —“official” informationn the
community. The town crier is an indispensable pédrvillage society.
He is often seen in the autochthonous (aborigiaefspof urban centers
where there is an established indigenous monarchy.

In addition, some news dissemination was achievewugh the

booming of gun, to announce deaths of village peabes and to warn
of imminent danger. Most extensively used weredihiens. When some
of these drums are expertly sounded, they are @apztbconveying

specific meaning. In other words, they talk. Thiedgfor instance, have
the Ekweor lkoro, which were permanently set in village sqsaaad

shrines. Other state drums are Yoruba Gbhdde Isekiri Oji, the Edo
Okha, which were used to summon special meetings;lggm the

arrival to and the departure of VIPs from the patacThey are equally
used to announce serious acts of sacrilege andstelisaalert the
community against invasion and in war and advertiige presence of
warriors.

3.3 Adjuncts of the Mass Media

The word adjunct originated from a Latin word “aajere” which
means “to join”. Therefore, adjunct simply meassrhething joined”
(Uyo 1987:36). In other words, adjunct means sowhditians to the
main thing being discussed.

Accordingly, adjuncts can equally be called “awadles (DeFleur and
Dennis) “indirect media” (Whitney), “paramedia ages” (Murphy) as
recorded by Uyo.
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Going by Defleur and Dennis’ views, auxiliaries afeutside
organisations from which the mass media get impofalp.” Basically,
these windows link the media to the outside evehisWhitney’s
words?... indirect media are service media. They have noeagd of
their own in the sense that the mass media do.”

The adjuncts of mass media have a symbiotic relship with each
other. This is because the media organization riép®n them for
additional information on news, entertainment, dees, etc. In return,
the adjuncts are sustained from the money that gle¢éyrom the media
organizations they service.

There are eight major adjuncts of the mass medissame less obvious
ones. The major adjuncts of the mass media indleléollowing:

1. The news agencies or wire servic&:hese are organisations that
gather and process news, which they disseminateetovarious
subscribers such as the mass media, other newsiagiepublic
institutions and commercial enterprises (Uyo: p.38)ere are
some privately owned agencies while others are mowvent
owned. The news agencies operate locally, natipnadbionally,
continentally and internationally. The major intational news
agencies are:

I Agence France Presse (AFP) in Paris, France

ii. Associated Press (AP) in New York, USA

ii. Reuters in London, UK

iv.  The Soviet Telegraph Agency (TASS) in Moscow, USSR
V. United Press, International (UPI) New York, USA

These first five are usually called the “BIG FIVE”.

Others include Hinshua and the New China News AggNCNA).
There is also the Non-Aligned News Pool and thertRress Service
(IPS). In Africa, we have the Pan-African News AggiPANA), which
has its headquarters in Dakar, Senegal. It wasfejadly established on
the 25th of May, 1983 for the Organization of Aéic Unity (OAU).
The essence was to rectify the one-sided flow potage of news by
the Western World, especially in respect of newgecage about the
developing nations, which they regard as the TWatld Nations.

The developing nations in reaction to this circlanse have thus,
established national and regional news agencieshwhill serve some
nearby nations. Examples of these agencies include:
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a) Middle East News Agency(MENA)- Regional

b) News Agency of Nigeria (NAN)- National

C) The Press Trust of India. Though a national newspait
competes with international news agencies.

2. SyndicatesThey are better known as Press Syndicates and they
are very popular in American. Their function isgackage and
supply feature and interpretative materials for phi@t media in
particular. Similarly, they promote and sell cohsnanalyses,
comic strips, cartoons and other features to iddi&i
newspapers, magazines and other media units (Hiebexl in
Uyo 1987:39).Syndicates also supply media orgaoissitwith
entertainment programmes.

3) Advertising Agencies These are popularly called “ad agencies.”
Though “advertising” is an aspect of mass commuiuna
however, it is the intermediary between them anrel mhedia
organisation. Essentially, ad agencies specialsg@romoting
products. Accordingly, Gamble defines advertisiggrecy as:

I. an independent business organization compriseckafice
il. and business people, who develop, prepare and place
iii. advertisement in advertising media; sellers seetarfind
V. customers for their goods and services

The ad agencies liaise with, and get approval & #udvertising
departments of the media organisations to place #Budstheir

organisations. In fact, majority of ads placed Ime tnewspapers,
magazines, radio and television are placed by tiveréising agencies
that are in turn paid for these jobs. The money thet is known as
Agency Commission.

4. Public Relations and Publicity Firms: These firms specifically
concern themselves with the “total communicatioobpgms” of
their clients. Their major function is to counskeéir clients on
the outcome of their actions and advice them on teachieve
public acceptance. The clients of PR firms includelebrities,
politicians, religious groups, political parties,dueational
institutions, the military, business organisatiorsd the
government. Most profit and non-profit organisasioastablish
PR/Information departments to handle their imageblems as
well as creating favorable image for them.

5. Government Information Ministries/Services/Agecies: A
majority of governments entrust their PR and putiylicto the

9
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hands of a special ministry or agency created ke teare of
governments’ image. This varies with countries. the
developing countries, the ministries of informati@me also
responsible for the print and electronic media,eeslly those
owned by the government.

Other adjuncts of mass media include

. Research and Rating Organisation or Services
. Programme and Film Production Companies
. Public Opinion Polling Agencies Organisation

All these equally perform the basic functions ojuadts of mass media.
That is, providing additional information for theegia organisations to
work with.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Briefly discuss what you understand by the adjuntt®ass media.

N/B: The adjuncts of mass media was prepared byubeve, Chidinma
and included to make the unit adequate and compsele

3.4 Mass Media Symbiosis

This term is borrowed from biology where organisare found to
engage in symbiotic relationships. In biology, symsis is seen as the
association of two organisms for mutual benefit.

As analogy, in mass media, different media dematestwvhat we might
call a form of symbiosis. For example, in the tedemn and film,
producers work for both media.

Films that originally played in the theatre foumeit way to television,
video cassettes. Film actors and actresses madasien shows; most
newspaper editions carry magazine inserts. Movieiptsc are

transformed into novels and vice versa. Some magazare distributed
on video tapes or newspaper copies, and so on.

4.0 CONCLUSION
We have taken time to discuss what could be terfimealss media

helpers”. The mass media content, both the formad @formal
communication are sustained by human and physacabifs. This also

10
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reveals that the mass media are made up of systeatsenhance
information dissemination.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit, we have dealt with the traditional dre of public

communication by looking at the formal transferenesdia the informal
transference media, adjuncts of the mass median@adh symbiosis.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Mention the two types of traditional media of puabli
communication.
2. List the components of the informal transferencelime
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INTRODUCTION

The mass media perform numerous functions in tieeeso The media

scholar, Harold Lasswell, observed that the mastiarege an extension
of those functions that the society has always egelllost importantly,

whether the media are functional or dysfunctiotiagy operate within

the social system, and that is actually why it @ns us.

2.0

OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

12

discuss the functions of the mass media

discuss mass media systems

explain media coverage

state the dysfunction of the mass media

define some terms such as status conferral, seaf@in,
correlation, and so on.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Functions of the Mass Media
Lasswell stated that the media perform three negoral functions:

(1) Surveillance of the environment

(2) Correlation of different elements of sigi

(3) Transmission of culture, from one generatioth® next Charles
Wright added the function of entertainment to fumts of the
mass media.

3.1.1 Surveillance of the Environment

The media teach us most of what we know about thdwhrough the
process of surveillance. The media expose us alsther societies. The
media reveal to us about the stock market, impendanger, business
opportunities and risks, travelers guide, weathenddions great
discoveries.

Surveillance is not just for the masses, but atsdlfe entire nation. For
instance, the Government and industry leaders w@iN and BBC —
world or read thé&uardianor Timemagazine to know what other world
leaders are saying and thinking.

Above all, the media also give status to indivigudlhis is achieved by
exposing the individuals to large audiences for goed reason or the
other, to make them appear important and esteeifi@d. process is
known as status conferral.

3.1.2 Correlation of Different Elements of the Society

This is an important function of the mass medianvolves selection,
evaluation and interpretation of events. It helppase structure on the
news and it is accomplished by persuasive commtiaicahrough
editorialising, commentary, advertising and propaiga It categorises
news and directs on the importance of each newns, itsy deciding
whether the news item should appears on the frage pfirst headline
on the broadcast or whether it should be accompayea teaser on the
magazine cover promoting the story.
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3.1.3 Socialisation and Transmissioof Culture

According to Ralph Hansen (2005), socialisationthe process of
integrating people into the society through thengmaission of values,
social norms and knowledge to new members of tbagtakes place.
We actually learn the values of our society throtigl media, friends,
clubs, school, church, etc.

Accordingly, the mass media provides socialisatitiough the
following ways.

(@) Through role models in entertainment in prograng

(b)  Through goals and desires as presentechedia citizenship
values, portrayed in the news.

(©) Through advertisements for products thay be useful to us in
different stages of our lives.

3.1.4 Entertainment

This is communication package, which is intendeanwse, even if it
serves other functions. For instance, televisi@andr on HIV/AIDS can
be considered entertaining even though it edugageple living with
HIV/AIDS on how to cope with the challenges of tiknent.

According to Neil Postman (1985), “the primary eff@f television is
that it changes how people see the world; thawiik, television, people
start seeing everything as entertainment.”

3.2 Mass Media Systems

The media system that exists in a country is dyectlated to the
political system in that country. The political 8% determines the
exact relationship between the media and the gaveni

However, the development of a national mass medgsies is
predicated on the protection of national interdsised on national
philosophy (social, geographical, cultural, religgp economic and
international interests) .These are seen in termshe attitudes of
national leadership towards the people (their ggluties, capabilities
and potentialities.

There are four orientations, which determine how thass media
operate with a system.
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1. The Authoritarian Attitude

This is obtainable where the controllers of masswroaonication lack
fate in the ability of the people to govern theraesl The authoritarian
dictates the content of mass media for the pulbhe media are usually
state — owned and the state selects, arrangeslayslyp or down the
media content.

This system can be found in former USSR, Cuba, beand some one
— party states in Africa.

2. Paternalism or Paternalistic Attitude

This system has faith in the basic intelligencetted masses and the
capability deal with ideals. They maintain a healthedia content. The
elites or highly educated, privileged individualegcribe the standard
for taste.

3. Permissionism or Permissive Attitude

This system stipulates that media organisationst impsrate according
to government registration and regulatory requinasieall in the public
interest, convenience and necessity (PICON) meoideats are bared
on audience research. The result is usually cotpetand parasitism.
However, the negative fall out is excessive malismaand sometimes,
outright irresponsibility.

4. Pluralism or Pluralistic Attitude

This is combination of what is good of the otheethsystems discussed
above. The developing nations are noted for plemali The attitude
recognises more than one ultimate substance ociplen— dualism. In
other worlds, the attributes of authoritarian, paaéistic and permissive
attitudes are combined in pluralism.

3.3 Mass Media Coverage

The coverage of mass media depends on the geogahphea it covers.
Therefore, a medium could be local, national cenmational coverage.

3.3.1 Local Media

These are those that cover a small portion of tbeiesy during
operation and circulation. This can also mean thatmedia only have
the interest of the people in a defined local sgttiFor instance, in
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Nigeria, local media can be said to include théestaedia houses for
example BCA, Umuahia, IBC, OwerriAmbassador Newspapers,
StatesmanL TV, Lagos, and so on.

3.3.2 National Media

These are those that have the interest of theeeatiuntry at heart. It
could be private or public but the coverage entaist the outlook is
like. Examples are the national dailies/anguard, The Guardiaetc,
and media houses such as NTA, FRCN, and so on.

International Media

Their interests cut across national boundariest iBhéhe media content
are meant for audience within and outside a pdaicwcountry.
Examples of international media include CNN, CFIBG& Time
Magazine AIT, NTA International, VON, and so on.

NOTE: Some media signals overflow to close by ¢oes. This is
not international communication but referred to ssll over. For
instance, when Benin Republic residents receivaatsgfrom NTA
Lagos.

3.4 Dysfunctions of the Mass Communication

Mass communication has dysfunction, which are thegative
implications or attributes of mass communicatiofe@k. These are
discussed below.

3.4.1 Anxiety

Mass communication has been accused of causingtgrikiat emanates
from insufficient reporting, misinformation and aght falsehood.
Nigerian newspapers and magazines are known faspeling, wrong
judgment and insufficient coverage. In doing seytmislead, create
unnecessary but avoidable anxiety thereby leavirapymquestions
unanswered.

3.4.2 Revolution of Rising Expectation

The media sometimes creates awareness of avadikdithat are not
within the reach of media consumers. Through aded, the media
through glamorisation tend to make the audiencewethat possession
of certain products can lead to certain results @haimes are not true -
deceptive advertising.
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3.4.3 Narcotisation

The media have the ability to narcotise people.yTheaw people to

media offerings and then constitute them into diea@udience. People
then organise their lives around such programmege Tor instance

“Super Story,” people cancel their engagementefuse to be engaged
for the time of their favourite programmes. Likeguéar drunks, they

rush to sustain their habit.

3.4.4 Privatisation

Excessive media consumers may tend to be alierfedad the run of
societal life. Media content like in times of waraynlead people to
withdraw into their shells.

They may prefer not to be informed about happening.

3.4.5 Human Conflicts

Media content may lead to human and internatiooaflicts. The Sharia
conflict could attribute to the media because alttips involved would
like to be covered, using propaganda, “favouralaydrder to achieve
their objectives.

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit has revealed that the mass media haveniea visible,
prominent and pervasive aspect of the society. Tiheyrm, educate,
entertain, mobilise and motivate the society. Thessnmedia perform
their functions according to systems and contexts.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have discussed the role of thesmaedia coverage and
dysfunctions.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

What is mass media surveillance?

How do media confer status on individuals?

List the functions of the mass media.

Mention four systems under which the mass mediaadpe

PwonNPE
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The history of the press in Africa, particularlygdéria centers on the
activities of the colonialists. The British missasies contributed
immensely to the development of education and pregsigeria. In
Badagry, an Anglican priest, Reverend Henry Towdsevorked
assiduously to establish a vernacular newspapéteentiwe Irohin”
Thus, in this unit our discussion will centre oe ttontribution of Henry
Townsend.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. discuss the birth of the African newspapers in tee-
independence era

. give a brief profile of Reverend Henry Townsend

. discuss the contents, formats, frequency and rehgeof Iwe
Irohin

. discuss readership and pricelwt Irohin.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 African Press: Pre-Independence Era

The printed word came to Africa with the Europedhe Portuguese
and the Spaniards came first in search of treasndequickly worked
up an appetite for an empire. Not to be outdoreBlgians, the Dutch,
the English, the French and the Germans moved dio toattle over real
estate. After a series of musical chairs, the sdnastabilised but only
to see the entrenchment of the Dutch in South Afrithe Belgians in
Congo , Rwanda and Burundi , the English in Nigeriae French in
Cameroon , Togoland and the Germans in Tanganyiazania).

The occupation eventually led to racial and pdditiconflicts between
the indigenous populations and the white intrudedsit of these
conflicts was born African Nationalism. Sectionsgamised into
resistance movements aimed at raising oppositioar awnpopular
measures.

One of the instruments of African nationalism whs press. Its birth
and growth in different colonies depended on saciofs as the fear of
the nationalism spirit, commitment to the natiosiali course and the
state of the economy. In a number of instancesydanting what turned
out to be the foundations of the “nationalist ptesas a European idea
but such a beginning served only as a catalyst.

In any case, the African press seemed to have ialgded first in the
British colonies of West Africa. The Ghanaians 85T had one of their
earliest African-owned newspapers in Charles Banaais organThe
West African HeraldNigeria posted its first newspapéwme Irohin in
1859.

3.2 Brief Profile of Townsend

It should be noted that in Nigeria, the first pirigt press was installed
by the Presbyterian mission when they arrived ilakka in 1946. Eight
years later, Rev. Henry Townsend fitted up a pmontipress and
inaugurated a printing school in the mission conmabat Abeokuta.

Townsend, an Anglican, came from England. He wasd$o proceed
to Abeokuta by the mission authorities in Calaloainglp in ministering
the spiritual needs of many sierra Leonian immiggarwho
were emancipated from slave trade. He arrived Bgdagd worked
with Sierra Leonian immigrants at his headquar&tra place known as
English Town. It is said that during the publicatiof Iwe Irohin, there
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were at least 300 people in CMS compound who hahido read and
write and this generated the need for English oaset the newspaper.

3.3 Establishment of thdwelrohin

In December 1859, Townsend established a printieggpon whichwe
Irohin, Yoruba Africa’s first vernacular newspaper waisijed.

The full name of Townsend’s newspaper was “lwéilmoFun Awon
Ara Egba Ati Yoruba” translated into English langaa means
“Newspaper in Yoruba for the Egba and Yoruba pebple

Reverend Townsend is reported to have said at éggnbing of the
maiden edition of lwe Irohin that ...... “my objective to Beget the
habit of seeking information by reading ...... (newspape. ...

| have set on foot a Yoruba newspaper” Also, nthhat it was on
Reverend Townsend’s printing press that the firgtleBin Yoruba
language was printed in 1862.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What is the full name ofwe Iroyin and what was the essence for its
establishment?

3.4 Contents, Format and Frequency of lwe Irohin

Right from the outsetwe Irohin was published fortnightly, in Yoruba
language and, later, in both Yoruba and Englisiguages. It had eight
pages with another four pages in Yoruba languagesaamother four

complementary pages in English language, tranglathe Yoruba

version of it. In other words, it was first a veco&ar paper and later
became a bilingual paper.

In terms of layout, typography and design, eachepzdwe Irohin was
divided into two columns and measured approximateBx8 inches
deep. It did not carry any pictures. Its basic ggobhical foundation
among other things was to promote Christian litgi@mong the Yoruba
people of Badagry and the England.

lwe Irohin featured prominently on the vertical make-up. éngrally
lacked typographical pluralism. Items in each caluwere set-to- fit.
lwe Irohin did not carry editorial unit until 1862. Similarliwe Irohin
did not carry advertisements until five years afterfirst appearance.
There was lack of typographical harmony, contrasatce, but unity in
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the earlier copies dfwe Irohin was said to be very credible. It was a
political newspaper exercising great restraint frootonial politics. It
was a great critic of both the slave trade and 1880. Iwe Irohin
advocated for morality, and continuous humanism.

In January 1866lwe Irohin for the first time started publishing two
different editions-one in Yoruba language and thieeo entirely in
English language. It continued with the demisehefuprising.”

The “Ifole” uprising was a civil disruption betweéme Ibadan and Egba
traders. It was alleged by the Egba people that Euweopeans

were helping the Ibadan people in their bid to bggpEgba commercial
middlemen in trading directly with the Lagos coloBecause of this

allegation, all the Europeans living in Egba laAtdéokuta) were driven

away by the Egba people.

At the outset, the news coverage of Irohin wastédiin scope. For
instance, it carried only religious news items.draits news coverage
included non-religious items like trade and comraermformation
about schedules of arrivals and departure of skipgerage’s from and
to European countries.

3.5 Readership and Price

Iwe Irohinwas said to have been hard to read and comprethehumg
its first few years of existence. In particulare tteenagers of those days
“quarreled” with lwe Irohin's stringent moralistic philosophies. The
price oflwe Irohinwas about 120 cowries equivalent to one penny.

Similarly, in the political spheres, which were sedary tolwe Irohin,
the paper achieved a considerable influence. Towchsaesed it
effectively in local politics in Egba land. The gapmight have exerted
a wide influence but it introduced first generatmhneducated Africans
to the reading culture, which is part and parceltlod enlightened
society. The paper also inspired the Africans waierl made use of
news papering of the land.

Iwe Irohin was a catalyst to the growth of other papers. paper
helped in revitalising other printing presses, Wwhwere existing and
helped to increase the number of apprentice-penter

4.0 CONCLUSION

We have established that the first newspaper irfiégvas published in
Yoruba language. Reverend Henry Townsends Irohin opened the
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publication gates for aspiring indigenous printarsd publishers in
Nigeria.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have discussed the profile of Rewd Henry
Townsend, the establishment bfie Irohinas well as the content,
format, readership price and contributiongveé Irohin.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What are the contributions bwe Irohin?
2. What are the contributions of Reverend Henry Towds® the
Nigerian press?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The development of the Nigerian press was achiéyedissionaries,
colonialists and businessmen. Some of them wererested in
providing a vehicle for education and literacy. ékfthe publicatiorof

Iwe Irohin, Robert Campbell launched the Anglo-African nevpsrao

continue the media tradition in Nigeria.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. write the profile of Campbell and the establishmehtAnglo-
African newspaper

. discuss the role onglo-Africannewspaper in the development
of the Nigerian press

. explain the partnership between Blaize and Johm&dgpckson

and the death aVeekly Timesewspaper.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Profile of Robert Campbell

Born in Kingston, Jamaica of a mulato mother an8cattish father,
Campbell worked as an apprentice printer for fieang. In the United
States, he was a victim of racial antagonism arstriohination. In

1855, he served as a compositor and two years, lagejoined the
institute of color youth at Philadelphia, as a stfe teacher. In 1859-
60, in response to the philanthropic idealism, wWwhifired the

imagination of many West Indians and Afro- Amerisan their Back-
to- Africa movement, Campbell joined Dr Martin Kelany on a tour of
Yoruba land with the aim of establishing a Negrtong. A treaty was
contracted with the Alake of Abeokuta who subsetjyerepudiated it
before Campbell arrived Lagos in 1862, which heugid, would be his
new home. Undaunted, he decided to settle in Ldgoshe next 22
years. He distinguished himself as a journalistteliectual

manufacturer, merchant and administrator.

Early in his career in Lagos, Campbell establistiexdLagos Academy
where he gave lectures on human physiology. Hiderdcy
achievements” were to earn him the title of “pref@s’ This
background foreshadows his editorial policy asestagarlier. Given
Campbell's background and outlook, it is not sigimg that he decided
on a literacy publication as a paying propositiord aa 6/, x 8 %
assortment of stories called from a variety of sesr books, novels,
magazines and overseas newspapers.

As a weekly journal, it sold for three pence andswprinted every
Saturday evening at Campbell’s printing school.nfrriie outset, the
venture proved a failure and it would seem thattvikegpt it going was
Campbell's determination to reject defeat and peshthe evidently
small proceeds from a few government and other réideenent which
were inserted in the journal. The literacy mattaeiested only a few
subscribers and sales did not exceed about 30-p@<a week. The
paper died at the end of 1865.

According to Omu, judging from feeling of utter dppointment with

which Campbell continually referred to the apatHytle public, it
seems obvious that the enterprise was far fromssglporting.

25



MAC113 HISTORY OF NIGERIAN MASS MEDIA

3.2 The Birth of Anglo-African (1863-1865)

The Anglo-African was the second newspaper in thentry. Strictly
speaking, the history of Nigeria’s indigenous presgan in 1863 when
Robert Campbell founded the Anglo-African, whichdisndoned two
years later. However, judging by dominant princsplgpon which it was
conducted, it cannot be said to have formed partnedspaper
movement, which began in 1880’s by providing cheap accessible
material, which would educate, inform and entertgsnreaders. (This
formed the editorial policy of the paper).

The establishment of the Lagos Grammar School 59 18/ the CMS
mission was indicative of the future educationavgh and Campbell’s
rich experiences as a printer and teacher embaokeexperimental
literacy journalism.

33 Role of Anglo-African in the Development of Nigeria
Press

In a large scale, the Anglo-African helped to pra@lumore printers
among whom is Richard Blaize. It set a stage fa& ¢gmowth and
development of printing industry, especially in bag Most
importantly, the newspaper reinforced growing awass of the
significance of newspaper as an instrument of pudsilightenment.

The paper became one of the major signs of growthcansolidation

from the 1880s of the Lagos press thereby makingptaassume the
position of the convergent part for Nigerian pre$dl today, most

newspapers are still concentrated in Lagos cityisnehvirons.

The Instinct for Nationalism in Africa

The real founding of Nigerian press was 15 yeats \@hen certain
social, political, economic conditions interactedhwocal and foreign
inspirations to create conditions, which favourezpylar newspaper.
The doctrine of democracy which was practised cbfidy by the
European exponents of “divide and rule” culminatadthe loss of
respect for African rulers. The missionaries whmedater applauded
the partition and this led to nationalism in theriégdn minds. These
developments highlighted the need for an indigenmeslia for the
effective ventilation of social, political and e@nic grievances and for
the inculcation of nationalism sentiment in viewtlé aforementioned.
On November 10, 1880, tHeagos Time&sold Colony Advertisewas
established. Théagos Timesvas founded by Richard Blaize. Blaize
was a wealthy businessman of Yoruba and Sierraiaraorigin. The
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paper marked the beginning of indigenous newspamarement. The
name of the newspaper reflected the joint admarisin of Nigeria and
Gold Coast.

The editorial policy of the paper was “The press isafeguard public
right”.

The paper crusaded for the right of the commordgedl people. It lived
throughout, defending this motto. The newspapereap twice a
month and sold for six pence. The paper was a age journal and
had three columns to a page.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Briefly discuss the circumstance of the birthLaigos Timesand how
the paper faired?

3.4  Partnership between Blaize and John Payne deson

The Lagos Weekly Timesvhich came out on 3rd May, 1890 and sold
for three pence was the new version of the defltagos Timesand
Gold Coast Colony Advertiserevived by John Payne Jackson, a
Liberian born businessman, in a special arrangeméht Blaize. The
agreement between Blaize and Jackson providedJdakson should
revive thelLagos Timesunder the new name, have a free hand in
managing sales advertisements and job-printingnlegsiand prepare

a statement of account at the end of three momthkat Blaize’s share
of the revenue could be determined.

The three-month period could also serve to reafBlaiee that Jackson
was a different man from what he was eight yearsalgen his poor
bookkeeping and love of drink in the office of thagos Timeded to
his dismissal. Jackson’s editorship of Wkeekly Timesvas excellent
but his financial management showed no signs oforgment. At the
end of three months, he could not render any ad¢cooheven when he
was given two more months.

The relationship became strained; although Jac&sentually managed
to submit an account, it failed to reassure thatdenot made a mistake
in yielding to Jackson’s pressure for a new retatiop. On 29th
November, Blaize discontinued thi¢eekly Timeand arranged to revert
to the old name. As from 6th December, Jacksornrsitdcquiesced in
Blaize’s decision but soon changed his mind andhaindbills, began to
dispute Blaize’s right to discontinue th@eekly TimesA court threat
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made Jackson to back down, announcing that he wstald his own
newspaper the following year.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Discuss the relationship between Blaize and Jackson
4.0 CONCLUSION
It has been established in this unit tAaglo-Africannewspapehelped

to increase the number of trained printers in tleuntry. This
implication fostered the growth of the press.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has revealed giant strides taken by Blaa establish the
Anglo-Africanand theLagos Weekly Timeand the role of the papers in
addition to the quarrel between Beale Blaize arith Jeayne Jackson.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Who published thénglo Africannewspaper?
2. Why did Blaize and Jackson quarrel?

3 Who established thieagos Weekly Tim@s
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
There are important events and personalities thaributed immensely
to the development of the Nigerian press. One @& $gnificant

contributors was John Payne Jackson. He establible&tieekly Record
after a quarrel with Blaize.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. write the profile of John Payne Jackson
. discuss the formation of Lagd¥eekly Record
. state categorically the issues that attracted ttemtéon of the

Weekly Record.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Profile of John Payne Jackson
Born in Gape Palmas (at about 1847) in the smalicah colony of
Maryland, which united with Liberia to the north the late fifties,
Payne inherited his father's painstaking dispositiand incisive

intellect. His father who migrated from Maryland A8vas known as
Thomas Jackson.
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At the age four, he lost his father. This trageslgssumed to have made
Payne self-assertive and independent early in Higyne attended the
training institute on the Cavalla River and showgrdat capacity in
Liberal subjects and printing. His love for travetsde him go to Gold
Coast and eventually ended up in Lagos in the E36@#& worked with
the merchant L.S Leigh and was posted to the Bressin the 1870's.
He worked with his employer and started to trad@aim produce on
his own. Payne suffered business setbacks andildegdhe losses he
incurred as the cruel greed of European commerdh@tower Niger.
He abandoned trade and got employment as a bookkeeth the
Lagos Timesind Gold Coast colony advertiser in 1887.

3.2 The Formation of thelLagos Weekly Record

The relationship between Blaize/Jackson, which wagoison the

relations of the two families for a long time, hadsignificant effect

upon the history of the record. Jackson appeardtht@ resolved not
only to outsell the rivaLagos Timesdrive it into a second and final
collapse and force his former boss out of the neysptrade, but also
to father a newspaper organisation, which would cbenmercially

successful and possibly overshadow Blaize’s firelrmmiestige.

It should also be noted that the background ofgilesament and dispute
would give a new dimension to Jackson’s editoriadl @ropagandist
competence with popular implications. The abovewrnstances led to
the establishment of the Lagos Weekly Record in1891

3.3 Issues that Attracted the Attention of the Wekly Record
The activities of theLagos Weekly Recordut across all spheres of

human endeavour including political, economic aodia. Host of the
areas of focus can be outlined as follows.

a. Colonial administration

b. British attitude to native chiefs in the coursetbé system of
indirect rule

C. New system of land tenure

d. Policy of discrimination against Africans in someeas like
politics, education and employment

e. Type of education and work ethics summation of oissues

that attracted comments from the record are asvisll

. Introduction of Water Rate: During this period the colonial
government for undisclosed reasons decided todotre water
rate. The policy did not go down well with the resowhich saw
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it as an imposition. Not only did the paper desetie policy as
exploitation it called on Lagosians to resist thepleitative
device.

. Use of public money to build churches and mosqoesvbrship
to the exclusion of Nigerian was attacked by theord. The
paper disapproved that public money be used ta lpldces of
worship where Africans are banned from entry.

. The record propagated for the amendment of the ridige
Constitution, which at the time did not provide fany real
legislative authority in the country. The then gowr Lord
Lugard, appointed few government officials in légfise council
without authority. Their only duty then was to meeice a year
to listen to the governor’s address and give higsiray ovation.

. The paper bitterly opposed the flogging of Niger@hiefs and
Emirs publicly. In the opinion of the paper, thésinhuman and
an easy means of encoding the loyalty of subjectsiatural
rules.

Summarily, the record by all standards was a radisavspaper and
advocated for aggressive nationalism. In the wofdszra, Jackson “...
was uncompromising by nature and fanatical by adion!” Jackson
died on 1st August 1915 and the editorial chair etbyo his son
Horatio Jackson who maintained the status quo thgildemise of the
paper in 1935.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What were the circumstances that led to the estahknt of the
Weekly Record?

3.4 Comments on th&Veekly Record
The quality and characteristics of the paper, Weekly Recordan be

deduced from the description given to the paperebyinent mass
communication scholars.

. Dr. Kalu Ezra, a historian of international reputiescribed the
Record as the first militant nationalist paper.
. B. Laotan, a journalist, said that tM#eekly Recordvas so

powerful that at one point because of its uncomjsog attitude
in the national interest foreign advertisementsemgithdrawn.
However, the paper stood its ground.

. Robert Julie, another historian, said of the reeatitior, “Jackson
was a thoughtful student of current affairs andeahaustive
commentator of their significances for almost a rtpra of
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century. His columns provided influential and instive help to
contemporaries even as they do to modern observers.

. Nnamdi Azikwe, in his book “Odyssey,” attributeds hinterest in
journalism partly to the influence of Th®&/eekly Record
editorials. This reflected in the way the West é&m Pilot was
edited because the paper was full of “Jacksoniaasgls and
expressions.” The record with the editorial poli@e just and
fear not” strongly believed in propagation of réacia
consciousness.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Payne Jackson succeeded in laying a solid fourrdéiothe Nigerian
press. He also set the pace for Nigerian natidsalibo eventually used
the press as a strong instrument to fight colosnali

The Weekly Recordbecame an organ of reference for budding
journalists.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit discussed the life and contributions @fid Payne Jackson to
Nigerian journalism and the establishment of\teekly Record

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Briefly discuss the relationship between J.P Jackaod B.
Blaize emphasising the effect on the press.
2. Write a brief profile of the Jacksons.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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UNIT 4 THE CONCEPT OF PRESS FREEDOM
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0  Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1 The Meaning of Press Freedom
3.2  History of Press Freedom
3.3  Constitutional Guarantees
3.4  Limits to Freedom of the Press

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION
As a journalist, you need to know the basis of yimeedom. As such,
this unit will look at the freedom of expressioegs freedom as

enunciated by international laws and conventiond ah course the
Nigerian Constitution.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. define press freedom

. differentiate between the freedom of expression gmness
freedom

. identify the limitation of your freedom as a joulisaworking in
Nigeria.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Meaning of Press Freedom
Liberty or freedom of expression and the meaning:

. Laying no previous restraint upon publication. ligeof the
press means laying no previous or prior censorsaip
publication. Every person has the right to lay wbantiments,
facts, information or publication he has before thlic. To
forbid this right is to destroy freedom of expressiand the
press; but,
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. Where a person publishes what is unlawful, crimidafamatory
or mischievous, he must face the consequences sf hi
publication.

. Liberty of the press consists in laying no previogstrain upon

publication and not in freedom from censorship &oiminal
matters published. Every man has the undoubted toghy what
sentiment he pleases before the public... to forbat is to
destroy the freedom of the press- but if he pubBslwhat is
illegal or mischievous he must face the consequentéis own
temerity” (Osinbajo and Fogam, 1991).

Concisely, the liberty of the press is a right wathresponsibility. The
freedom of expression which Ray Ekpu (1998) regarde the

grandmother of all freedom has been given an inapbrplace in

virtually all international and national charter lmuman rights. For
instance, Article 19 of the Universal DeclaratidrHuman Right States
that: Everyone has the right to freedom of opiramal expression; this
right includes freedom to hold opinions withouteirierence and to
seek, receive and impart information and ideasutfinoany media
regardless of frontier. Article 19 (1) of the imational Convention on
Civil and Political Right says that “Everyone shhlive the Right to
hold opinion without interference.” The African ¢texr on Human and
Peoples’ Right Article 9 says “Every individual ihaave the right to

express and disseminate his opinions within the lawnost countries
of the world including Nigeria, freedom of expressihas always been
given a significant place.

3.2 History of Press Freedom

The revolution caused by the invention of printibgought about
literacy, development of modern European languagelsof course, the
establishment of newspapers. This eventually ledth® symbolic
relationship between the government and the medriajationship that
still exists until date. By this relationship, tlgovernment tried to
maintain power and control press over the dissetomaf information
about government activities. The public (through thedia newspapers)
wanted to know what the governments were doing.ceethe conflict
between these two forces, which still continuesiof date.

Throughout the history of mankind, people havelyemught for the
freedom of speech. Laws have been passed and waghtf over
people’s rights to express ideas publicly. Accogdio history, the great
philosopher, Socrates, is said to be the first kn@arson to fight for
freedom of speech. When he was accused of corgugite morals of
the youths of Athens through his teachings, Sos@efessed that he is
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ready to die many times if that is the sacrificehas to make in the
course of speaking his mind in his search for wisddhis, clearly,
means fighting for the freedom of speech and exsjwas

Definition of Press Freedom

Press freedom is actually an extension of the teedf expression.
The concept of freedom of press has been sometiiriige lips of many
people right from the olden days. For instanceligeria, if we look
back at the earliest newspapers such as Rev. Hemmnsend'slwe
Irohin_published in 1859 and the other newspapers thimwet it, we
will observe the struggle for press freedom. Ituisfortunate and
regrettable that up until date, the freedom of piness has not been
protected despite pressmen’s involvement in governinm many cases.
Prominent Nigerians such as late Dr. Nnamdi Azik&enest Ikoli,
Chief Anthony Enahoro, Alhaji Babatunde Jose, &te Giwa, Nosa
Igiebor, etc. have fought for freedom of the press, they have not
been able to guarantee it. Robert L. StevensondrVierrill (1995:63)
rightly observed that:

Everyone is in favour of freedom of the press.
The problem is lack of agreement on what it iswho has it.......

This simply means that press freedom is still & @@mmodity in the
world. Merrill (1995:69). This is why Nigerian journalistiike their
counterparts in some parts of the world, are sijitating for press
freedom today.

The definition of press freedom is relatively olgcuHowever, it can
generally be said that “press freedom is the freedgournalist has to
perform his duties without interference of any kindhile still
maintaining ethical standards.”

Contemporary Freedom

With the collapse of communism in the Soviet Uniand Eastern
Europe, independent journalism began to thrive fardifoot in Africa
since the 1990s. The fact could be justified froomancement of
PANA (Pan Africa News Agency) towards a change ridependent
reporting. Hence, many African countries, mediaaorgations which,
hitherto, had very litle powers began to challengevernment
authority.

Unfortunately, the wave of democracy sweeping tghothe developing
countries is still lacking in some of these cowedriThe effect is that

35



MAC113 HISTORY OF NIGERIAN MASS MEDIA

many African countries still have a very long waygo. It is, however,
hoped that the countries involved will learn fromeoanother, while
still, collectively, forging ahead towards the coomgoal of achieving
press freedom.

Current Trends

In 1991, a study done on “human rights” in 104 ¢dgas showed that
there is an improvement in human rights conditiofise work noted
that there has been an unparalleled improvemetiisndirection for
five years ranging from 1986-1991

A similar progress was also reported by Freedom sdowBy the

Freedom House categorisation of Press Freedom 88,18 was

observed that only 25per cent of the world’s papah operated a free
press, 44per cent partly free press, while 31pet oeere not free.
Another analysis of the Freedom House looked atralrer of countries
rather than the percentages that fell under théferanht categories. It
also observed that 67 countries were regarded\asdha free press, 60
partly free and 50, not free. It also observed ttreg number of
Countries improving in press freedom out numberbdsé with

declining freedom.

Prospects

All over the world, press freedom is under one kofdthreat or the
other. Since democracy initiates a constant bdideveen different
forces in the society, most people are seen demgnileedom for
themselves. Unfortunately, these people do notycalong this
enthusiasm for demanding freedom when they areoimep. This is
often because at this stage, they now face chafrgm both political
and journalistic oppositions. These struggles mwgortant because they
define the scope of press freedom in the diffecenintries, which the
rest of the whole may aspire to attain. These wbee views of
Stevenson, which he considers responsible for trelenges facing
press freedom. The scope of press freedom, howdepends on the
individual countries of the world and the extentlod relationship of the
media and the government in each country. In amditit borders on
what provisions each Country’s constitution makasthe freedom of
speech/expression generally and for the freedomthef press in
particular. For according to Udoakah, freedom efphess is not an idea
that can be conceptualised in a vacuum. It is raghéactor of other
circumstances. To him, freedom of the press isjugitthe right of the
journalist to publish news and comments withouerf@rence. In the
views of Udoakah (1994) in J.C Merrill (1995:22B)lso includes:
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The right of the people to express themselves enrntiedia of public
communication without being curtailed by those wkield political,
religious, economic and other powers. It meansatelability of the
press to people.

The people should be given free and unimpeded adoesews and
information....

According to him, freedom of the press is thereftine relative absence
of governmental, economic and other controls in dperation of the
press. Given this scenario, it is obvious thatfthere for press freedom
is still bleak because most African governmentsraxtewilling to fully
succumb to the demands of absolute press freedom.

Coverage of Africa by the Western Media

As earlier mentioned, the coverage of Africa byrestern world is not
only shabby, but also predominantly negative. Tt be vividly

ascertained by the findings of Gary T. Hunt (19868)1lwho examined
(investigated) “the image” of Africa as reflectey the elite American
press. His findings are in line with the observasicof Hatchten and
Beil (1985) and Martin (1992) who posited that A#&iis “one of the
most underreported regions in the world, even thoAdyica is the

second largest continent of the worféfachten & Beil1985:626-630).
Some of the findings of G.T Hunt in his study are:

) The Association Press (AP’s) coverage of Africdet crises
and conflicts from troubled spots.

i) The developing countries have often been scangiponted by
the western media

iii)  The interests of the American media audience dictidie
coverage in the media.

The perception of American editors appears to la¢ their audience
have limited or virtually no interest in Third Wdrkevents and news,
hence, their scanty coverage of these areas.riuntdely, this is the
opposite of what happens in the Third World coastriwho rather, have
American news consistently featuring in their mediaere is, therefore,
a lack of reciprocity. When foreign news does appeahe American

media, it tends to focus on Western Europe, Sowdia,Ahe Far East,
and the Middle East (G.T Hunt, in Merrill: 1995:392hese are the
areas which they have business relationships ajhrt from regional

proximity with them. These factors determine tregverage of foreign
news. Although journalists, in the Western worlé @ncouraged to
write chaotic stories about Africa, the Westerniande do not care
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about these stories on disaster and coups.(Fitgger@89 in Merrill
1995:247) This is because many media organisatioitie Western
world have ‘decided that Africa is no longer paltily fashionable or
newsworthy (Fitzgerald, 1987: 24).

iv)  American news has the tendency to produce awld strange
news about Africa.

v)  The coverage of Africa by the Western medigks$am-depth
analysis and highly researched background mateBiatffice it,
however, to say that Hunt also recognised someonsafor this
biased coverage of Third World countries.

Reasons for biased Coverage of Africa

)] Complexity and unnecessary bureaucracy in gainirgy @nto
Third World countries. Difficult travel conditionand cost of
reporting on such a large continent as Africa.

1)) The size of Africa and the distance between coesitof interest
that the Western media may want to cover or report.

i)  The focus on Western media audience interest, wiicthe
prime concern of Western editors.

The findings of G.T Hunt actually reflect the nefmdt the Western
media and particularly the American news media &aveha serious
rethink, and take a look at the way it covers AdriOn the other hand,
African countries must work with American reportéosmake it easier
for them to cover the continent; for both objectivews coverage is
possible only when both the source and the repdulér understand
each other’s role (G.T Hunt, in Merrill: 1995:208herefore, both the
American media and the African countries have arblg to play in

rectifying these discrepancies in the Western meo&rage of Africa.

3.2 Constitutional Guarantees

The first amendment to the American ConstitutioysséaCongress shall
make no law to abrogate the freedom of the press.Nigeria, the
concept of the liberty of the press is embodie&action 39 (1) of the
1999 Constitution which says “Every person shalébgtled to freedom
of expression, including freedom to hold opiniordao receive and
impart ideas and information”. Osinbajo & Fogam 1P mentioned
some justification for a free press as follows.

. First, that the institution of a free press- thata press is
independent and free of censorship is an essegigahent of
every Free State and modern democracy.
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. Second, it is held that it is the function and ediethe duty of
the press to keep the citizens of a country infatnoé the
different opinions which are being expressed, s tie citizens
can make the political decision which a democraesnands of
them.

. In addition, it has been held that the securitycofstitutional
government lies in effecting peaceful change basadthe
worthiness and appeal of opposing programmes awrdsid
presented to the public by the competitor for peait power.
Besides, it is widely considered that freedom of fhress is
essential to the individual’s own development ralisation.

It must however be pointed out that the freedorexgiression clause as
stated in the Nigerian Constitution does not sjeadlfy mention media
practitioners. Rather, it says “every person,” whpresupposes that
every member of the society has a right to write tnprint as they will
and gather news for any publication without intexfece.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

1. What do you understand by freedom of expre8sion
2. Is freedom of expression synonymous with tleedom of the
press? Discuss.

3.3 Limits to Freedom of the Press

There is no absolute freedom anywhere, even irfréest societies of
the world. The freedom or right of one person @ fhess to publish
should not destroy the right of another man orright of society to

exist and be safe from the effect of wrongful, halimndefamatory or
mischievous publications. Therefore, the pressffesdom and equal
responsibility that goes with that freedom. It lhasght and a duty. For

every right or freedom that is claimed or enjoydueré is a
corresponding duty. In the words@énning L. J:

To our way of thinking, it is elementary that eawmhn should be able to
inquire and seek after truth until he has foundeitery one in the land
should be free to think his own thoughts, haveoks opinion and give
voice to them, in public or in private, so longhesdoes not speak ill of
his neighbour, and free also to criticise the goment or any party or
group of people, so long as he does not incite @@yo violence.

In short, while the press wants absolute and umned! freedom, the
freedom has to be limited in the overall intereflseweryone in society
including the press by:
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. The Constitution
. The Legislature
. The Courts; and
. The Government

While guaranteeing freedom of expression and thesspr the
constitution is also quick to impose limitationgrfexample: The 1999
Constitution makes freedom of expression subjecany law that is
reasonably justifiable in a democratic society.

Section 39 (3) says:

Nothing in this section shall invalidate any lawatths reasonably
justifiable in a democratic society.

a. For the purpose of preventing the disclosoireinformation
received in confidence, maintaining the authoritynd a
independence of courts or regulating telephony, eless
broadcasting, television or the exhibition of cirsagraphic
films; or

b. Imposing restrictions upon persons holdingicef under the
Government of the Federal or of a State, memberghef
Nigerian Police Force or other government secuséyvices
established by law.

Section 45 (1) provides:

“Nothing in Section 37, 38, 40 and 41 of this Cdosbn shall
invalidate any law that is reasonably justifiableaidemocratic society.

a) In the interest of defense, public safety, pulbirder, public
morality; public health; or

b) For the purpose of protection of the rights éne@dom of other
persons.

In pursuance of this constitutional provision, fbe protection of the
public and private individuals legislatures in Nigeare therefore free
and have been able to pass laws in the followiegsar

a) Contempt of court and contempt of parliament

b) Disclosure or publication of official secretscluding defence
and security information

C) Publication of obscene and harmful literaturd enaterials

d) Sedition and seditious publication

e) Defamation; and

f) Regulation of telephony, wireless broadcastimigvision or the
exhibition of cinematography films.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

The freedom of expression and freedom of the pgpgsn by the
constitution are not without limits or warnings.dtimportant for every
media practitioner to know that there is a limithis or her freedom of
expression so as not to run foul of the law.

5.0 SUMMARY

The freedom of expression and freedom of the paessso important
that virtually all-international and national chlexg of human rights
recognise them. Besides, most countries of thedanadluding Nigeria
have enshrined freedom of expression and freedotineopress in their
constitutions. However, it must be noted that tieedom is not limited
to journalists alone, also the freedom is not with@striction from the
constitution, from government, courts and legisiadi

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Name and explain the various ways of curtailing tffteedom of the
press.
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MODULE 3

Unit 1 The Birth of Nigerian Newspapers: Zik ande tilvest
African Pilot

Unit 2 Awolowo and th&ribune

Unit 3 TheDaily Times

Unit 4 The Expansion of Newspapers in the BasdtNorth

UNIT 1 THE BIRTH OF NIGERIAN NEWSPAPERS:
ZIK AND THE WEST AFRICAN PILOT

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0  Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1  Establishment of thé/est African Pilo{1973)
3.2  Editorial Policy of th@ilot
3.3 Pilot and Its Contributions
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6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

One of the products of Western education was Nnahzikiwe. He
returned from overseas and was determined to @iglanalism through
the muzzle of journalism. Th@/est African Pilotwas the medium he
used to register his misgivings against colonialeswell as rediscover
the lost consciousness of the African personatityhie grip of colonial
powers.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. discuss the establishment of st African Pilot

. discuss the editorial policy of thalot

. pinpoint the contributions of theilot to the growth of Nigerian
Press
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. state the political awakening of Nigerians by et
. X- ray the general features of tRgot.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Establishment of theNest African Pilot (1937)

According to Fred Omu, “in November, 1937 Nnamdikive started
the West African Pilotwhich immediately became the major forum of
the increased nationalist consciousness which heeh awaiting a
potent outlet and stimulus.

The Weekly Recordhad died in 1930, th®aily Newshad ceased to
attract serious attention by 1934 and the mid-3therefore, no
newspaper existed to crystallise and channelisgining nationalist
influences of the late inter-war years.

The West African Pilotstepped into the void and with Azikwe’s
admission to membership of the Nigerian Youth Mogamand his

election to the Central Executive Committee of kevement, a new

era of politics and nationalism was born. Azikwe as admirer of

Thomas H. Jackson brought into Nigeria a new idealiof nationalism

as well as new techniques of political and joustali propaganda
learned during his training and experience in thatedl States. His

initial platform was theéAfrican Morning Postwhich he edited in Accra
for two and half years until he resigned on 1stilA@©37, a week after
the West African Court of Appeal allowed his appeajainst the

judgment of the Supreme Court, which the previoearyhad convicted
him for sedition.

His influence developed in Lagos with the incorpioraof the Zik Press
Limited on 5th August and the launching of ot on 12 November.
The opening address entitled “The Curtain Risesscdbed the
editorship as “sentinels of popular liberty and rgiiens of civilisation”
whose supreme task was to make assertions in woagliterms.

3.2 Editorial Policy of thePilot

According to Azikwe inMy odyssey‘l had christened the new daily
paperWest African Pilagtand chose Dante Alighieri’s immortal lines as
its motto: show the light and the people will fitiet way”. The duty of a
pilot was to guide the ship entrusted to his caek lahought that, at the
stage in the development of my country, it was that duty of any
patriot to pontificate. It was incumbent on me uentthe searchlight of
publicity, in the form of narration or expositiorr;odescription or
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argumentation, on the courses of action affectiygcountry directly or
indirectly, leading people to decide for themsehubst attitude to adopt
and what action to take, under such guidance.

3.3 Pilot and Its Contributions

The West African Pilotmade immense contributions to the growth and
development of Nigerian press. The contribution aagtoss various
areas of life, chief among which are outlined arsdussed below.

1. Business orientations: With the appearanteZik and the
emergence drilot in the newspaper scene, newspaper publishing
quickly turned out to be a business venture witlot pputiook.
Unlike its predecessors, thiglot and its group made newspaper
publication as a purely profit-oriented businesgk.ahd his paper
achieved this singular feat by appointing ageneaikover the
place with a view to ensuring wide circulation. Hdso
popularised newspaper reading by adding local neweau to
attract more readerships.

2. The advent of newspaper chains: At the tidle launched
himself into the newspaper venture, there was aetof chain in
existence, Zik's arrival in journalism scene brough new
dimension into the profession as he introduced “Blmper
Chains” in Nigeria. Zik's Group of Newspapers Nige
Limited had thePilot as the flag bearer, thieastern Nigerian
Guardian (1940) published in Port HarcourtNigerian
Spokesman(1943) published in OnitshaSouthern Nigerian
Defender(1943) first launched in Warri and later transéerito
Ibadan; The Daily Comet (1949); The Northern Advocate
published in Jos and tlgentinelpublished in Enugu.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

What do you consider the major contribution of West African Pilot
to the Nigerian press?

3.4  Pilot: Awakening Political Consciousness

Zik (supported by Zik’'s Group) embarked on pubighand employing
the newspaper chain at his disposal to propagatediitical ideals and
beliefs. Though the papers were independent adimatiely, they
often closed ranks on controversial issues and tbelsame stand with
the Pilot. In this way, the Zik’'s family had their influencéelt
nationwide.
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Use of wire service Another important feature of tHeilot was that it
made use of foreign press association starting fr@845. It
consequently became the first post war newspapenaie use of the
wire services provided by Reuters. This importames$ight has turned
out to be a common feature with the present dayspaper houses that
rely heavily on international wire service for thiareign news.

Note that Zik was a one time Reuter's correspondenfor West
Africa.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

What do you understand by “The Chain of Newspafers”
3.5 Pilot: Features of General Interests

. The Pilot became the first newspaper in Nigeria to introduce
columns of general interest such as women’s colubugk
review, and so on. These columns were meant tdelglhe
heavy burden imposed on people by politics of e d

. Introduction of banner headlines: The paper adopisd of
banner headlines across the entire pages espetiallgad story
at the front and “back pages. It also introduceddlires with a
verb, for example, “Zik goes to Court.” There weogher
innovations like proper newspaper planning, piedoar photo-
journalism and other forms of illustrations thattamorphosed
into today’s precision journalism.

. Purely indigenous newspapeFRilot is the first newspaper in the
country to be run entirely by Nigerians contrary (s
predecessors, which were run wholly or partially foxeigners.
Pilot and its founder are by all standards devoid of famgign
interest and influence.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The West African Pilotinculcated in the people the virtues of reading
and seeking knowledge through the addition of looaws columns.
The objective of the publisher was achieved throwgdher circulation
strategies. This may explain why the paper thoughhas long
disappeared from newsstand has remained indeliblthe minds of
those who read it.
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5.0 SUMMARY

From the foregoing, we have been able to tracéhistery of theWest
African Pilot its editorial policy, contributions, general fers and
enhancement of political awareness in the country.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

What is the relevance of “My Odyssey” to Weest African Pilo?

7.0 REFERNCES/FURTHER READING

Agba, P. C. (n.d). Electronic ReportingHeart of the New
Communication AgeNsukka: UNN.

Ilkime, O. (nd). “20th Anniversary History of NTVIbadan: 1st Photo
RAMA: Ibadan, NTV.

Okunna, S. (nd).Introduction to Mass CommunicationEnugu:
New Generation Books.
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UNIT 2 AWOLOWO AND THE TRIBUNE
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1 The Life of Obafemi Awolowo
3.2  Awolowo and the Media
3.3  Awolowo and th&ribune
3.4  The Role of thRligerian Tribune
4.4  Conclusion

50 Summary

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Nigeria Independence was made possible by natsmalOne of the
men who fought seriously for the liberation of Nigefrom colonial

influence and domination was Obafemi Awolowo. Thoug lawyer

politician, he made extensive use of the mediapwmsition the Western
Nigeria.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. trace the history of the life of Obafemi Awolowo

. discuss the contributions of Awolowo to the growth the
Nigerian media

. discuss how Awolowo established tFigbunenewspaper.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Life of Obafemi Awolowo

Chief Obafemi Awolowo was born in 1909 at lkenngu® State. He
founded a political organisation called “OMO OdudyiWwwhich later
metamorphosed into a political party. Though a ldye profession, he
became the first premier of Western Nigeria in 1854, later, leader of
opposition in the federal parliament. Chief Awolowas the proprietor
of the Nigerian Tribune a newspaper, which became an important
media organ of his political party.
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Awolowo made his mark as a nationalist and poétciand also fought
with other nationalists to send the white man pagkrom the shores of
Nigeria.

3.2 Awolowo and the Media

Awolowo’s greatest contribution to Nigeria mediatbry was in 1959
when he established the Western Nigerian Broadgastervice
(WNBS) in Ibadan. The WNBS provided radio and tedmn
broadcasting services. Chief Awolowo launched thet ftelevision
station in Nigeria and indeed, the African contithethe Western
Nigerian Television (WNTV) at Ibadan.

The station with the call signal, “WNTV, first in fAca” laid the
pioneering foundation of television broadcasting Migeria. The
WNTV, Ibadan, (new NTA, Ibadan) was commissioned Giief
Awolowo himself on 31 October, 1959. Awolowo whaalfeatured
prominently in the second Republic as leader of thety party of
Nigeria died in 1987.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Outline the contributions of Awolowo to the Nigeripress.
3.3 Awolowo and theNigerian Tribune

This newspaper belonged to the Action Group paftZldmef Obafemi
Awolowo. He was also the proprietor of the newspape launched the
newspaper on November 1949, through its publigher African Press
Limited. The vernacular associate of the pap&e Irohin Yoruba had
been earlier set up in 1945 through the effortdwblowo’s deputy in
the Action Group party founded in 1951.

3.4 The Role of theNigerian Tribune

The Nigerian Tribuneaimed at adopting the stance of Dr Nnamdi
Azikiwe’s West African Pilgtwhich served the NNDP, NYM and Zik's
NCNC. In 1962, the crisis in the Action Group Pargsulted in the
party’s fractionalisation into two. Akintola, thgoremier of Western
Nigeria whose faction was in power set up a proegoment newspaper,
Daily sketchin 1964.

The Nigerian Tribunesaw itself as rival to Dr. Azikiwe’'s West African
Pilot and its chain of newspapers, thereby polagizhe rivalry between
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the two Journalist leaders. The Tribune, as itasv rcalled, is still a
strong Ibadan-based national daily.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2
Discuss the relationship betweligerian TribuneandDaily Sketch
4.0 CONCLUSION

The contributions of Obafemi Awolowo to the mediatbry cannot be
easily swept under the carpet. The solid foundahenlaid for the
Western Nigerian Television reflects in the Nigerighis may also
explain why theTribunestill hits the newspaper stand today.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has revealed to you the life and timesGifief Obafemi
Awolowo, his contributions to the media industry Migeria, his
establishment of Western Nigerian Television, thgerian Tribuneand
the role of the tribune to the political enhancetrrthe country.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Discuss the contributions of Obafemi Awolowo to th@adcast media
in Nigeria?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Duyile, D. (1979)Media and Mass Communication in Nigerlaadan:
Gong-Duyison Publishers.

Omu, F. (1978).Press and Politics in Nigerialbadan: Longman
Publishers.

Uka, L. (1989)Mass Media People and Politics in Nigeridew Delhi,
India: Concept Publishing Company.
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UNIT 3 THE DAILY TIMES
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 The Birth of thBaily Times
3.2 Government Ownership
3.3 X-ray of Major Highlights ddaily Times
3.4 Chain Ownership of the Newspaper
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Most of the newspapers available during the coloria were not
published daily. There was a need to publish a paper that would
inform the people of the daily events happeninthencolonial era. The
Daily Timeswas the answer to that challenge.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. trace the birth of th®aily Times

. define government ownership of the paper
. x-ray major highlights of the paper
. state clearly the subsidiary publications of thpgra

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Birth of theDaily Times

The greater popularisation of the newspaper asutref the political

ferment of the early 20s and the significant expang advertisement
patronage stimulated by post-war economy (thattes 4918) increased
the attraction of the daily newspaper as a sounomneercial

proposition. Some enthusiasm for daily newspapers &also provoked
by Governor Clifford’s lament of the absence ofsywblications, in
the country in his famous address to the Nigeriamcil in 1920. The
absence of a daily press prevented the wide dissd¢imn of news
throughout the country which is customary in the sWindies, and
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which for example, is affected in Ceylon by the Ipzdiion in Colombo
of two morning and two evening newspapers on ewagkday.

This statement contributed to public appetite failydnewspapers. The
above scenario gave rise to the launching ofNfgerian Daily Times
on 1st June, 1926, established as a company on6Jur#25. The first
2,000 copies oNigerian Daily Times as it was then called, hit the
streets of Lagos a year later.

First edited by Ernest Ikoli, the paper’s editor@dlicy was liberal,
espousing in part, “hearty support for Nigerian gress and
advancement” and “a strong sense of sane natiomalihe paper was
the brain child of four gentlemen: V. Ronald OslmrrAdeyemo
Alakija, Leonard Archer and Richard Barrow. Itsangorated company
was the Nigerian Printing and Publishing Compan?®IL).A copy of
the newspaper sold for a penny.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
In what ways do the early newspapers differ fromDQhily Time®
3.2 Government Ownership

In 1975, the Federal Government acquired forcefGlypercent shares
of the Daily Times of Nigeria (DTN) from their origal 17,000 owners.

The acquisition of the DTN was done through theidwetl Insurance

Corporation of Nigeria (NICON).

This change of ownership was the third time ownprsbf the
organisation would be changing hands. The firsetiwas in the 1930s
when H.B. Paul, a Liverpool publisher, bought itmirolling shares.
Paul later sold it to Guy Bartholomew, publishettegDaily Mirror, 20
December, 1947- this was when the name, Nigerian Daily Times
was dropped foDaily Times

3.3  X-ray of Major Highlights of Daily Times

The Daily Timesassembled and worked the first privately ownedrgot
printing machine in Nigeria.

. It became the first non-government owned newspapethe
country, to set up its photo-engraving type settargl type-
casting plant.

. It employed skilled foreign journalists who brought
professionalism into the newspaper. It also filigdater portion
of the newspaper with materials from paid writessveell as
views from its readers.
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. If pursued a deliberate policy of Africanisation kgaining
journalists, printers and machine operators whagdks gnriched
Nigerian journalism.

3.4  Chain Ownership of the Paper

We mentioned earlier th&taily Timeswas involved in chain ownership.
They are Sunday TimesSpear (magazine)Home StudiesEvening
Times Women’'s WorldBusiness Time#leadlines Times International
and theLagos Weekendue to factors we may not discuss here, some
of these publications are out of circulation now.

4.0 CONCLUSION

TheDaily Timeswas a child of necessity. Though there was a gread

to publish a newspaper that reflected the dailypbamgs in Nigeria,
the birth of theDaily Timesrevealed the possibility of actualising a
bunch of advertisements in one medium. This alsautriuted to its
instant success.

5.0 SUMMARY

We have taken note of the factors that led to tttd bf theDaily Times
the nature of government ownership of the meditnm highlights of the
newspaper and the chain ownership of the newspaper.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

What factors actually contributed to the birthloé Daily Times.
Mention the highlights of thBaily Times.

Why did the Federal Government take overDiadly Time®
Mention some of the other publications of aily Times

PN PE

7.0 REFFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Duyile, D. (1979)Media and Mass Communication in Nigerlaadan:
Gong-Duyison Publishers.

Nwuneli, O. (1985). Communication in Nigeria: A Book of Readings
Enugu: Fourth Dimension Publishers.

Omu, F. (1986).Press and Politics in Nigeria 1880-193Thadan:
Longman Publishers.

Umechukwu P.O. (1996Mass Communication in Nigeri@ Student’s
Companion Enugu: Joen Associates.
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UNIT 4 EXPANSION OF NEWSPAPERS IN THE EAST
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Historical records show that indigenous newspapstested from
Western Nigeria, particularly Badagry, the headtprarofiwe Irohin
Gradually, the nationalist consciousness spreathé¢oEast and North
with the publication of many newspapers by eastsraad northerners.
Some of these newspapers contributed immensehetadtualisation of
Nigeria as a nation.

2.0 OBJECTIVE

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. discuss the expansion of newspapers irEth&t and North.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Gaskiya Tafi Kwabo and Citizen

These two newspapers belonged to the northern-pdiéidal party the
Northern Peoples’ Congress (NPC). They also emeagedvals to the
Party newspapers established by the NCNC and Action i&Grou

Gaskiya Tafi kwab@n Hausa language newspaper was founded on 1st
January, 1939 by the Gaskiya Corporation whichr lagded to its
stable, theCitizen another weekly that (later) metamorphosed in® th
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New Nigerianon 1st January, 1966. TiNew Nigerianwas taken over
by the Federal Government alongside Eraely Timesin 1975.

The Northern Nigerian government controlled by #eC had them as
its mouthpiece in the struggle for the control loé tmachinery of the
Federal Nigerian Government still under colonialeruGaskiya Tafi

Kwabomeans “Truth is worthier than money.”

While the NCNC used thé/est African Pilotand its group to fight the
battle for political supremacy over its counterpathe Action Group
used theNigerian Tribuneand the resurrectedaily Serviceto fight its
course. The NPC was relying on fgizenandGaskiya Tafi Kwabdor
national leadership among its rivals. More willdiscussed on this topic
in the chapter on issues and personalities.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Justify the nameGaskiya Tafi Kwabd
3.2 TheComet Newspaper (1933-1945)

The Cometnewspaper was set up in 1933 by Duse MohammedaAli,
Egyptian who lived in northern Nigeria. This Egwysti Moslem

proprietor had earlier founded the newspaper indoonbut decided to
transfer it to Nigeria in 1933The Comeés objective was the
advancement and promotion of the level of nati@nmaliin Africa

through its news reports and editorials. To achithe objective, the
newspaper set out to become militant and natidmalimdeed. It

supported and promoted the cause of Nigerian werkemwas evidenced
by its role in the 1945 worker's strike which led its ban and
proscription by the colonial authorities.

3.3 TheMessenger (1921-1926)

This newspaper established and edited by Ernedti $tsli began
publication on 10th March 1921 in Lagos. It was @eWly newspaper
sold for three pence and published by the Nigemamting and
Publishing Company (NPPC) owned by Ikoli.

The editorial office of the newspaper was at 24 @amni Street, Lagos
while it was printed at the Awobola Press, Peapea&, Olowogbowo,
Lagos. It published for some period, and was byigfterrupted until
1926 when it suspended publication and transformeal the Nigeria
Daily Timeswhen Ikoli was unable to fund the newspaper altineas
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sold to officials of the Lagos Chamber of Commext® renamed it the
NigerianDaily Times

3.4 TheDaily Service (1933-1936)

TheDaily Servicewas published in 1933 by Ernest Ikoli who hadiearl
founded theAfrican Messengeand edited théNigerian Daily Times
The Daily Servicelater became the official organ of the organisatio
known as the Nigeria Youth Movement (NYM). The npeyser was
published under the proprietorship of a lawyer, Ktatunji Caxton-
Martins.

3.5 TheDawn

The Dawn newspaper was edited by Mr. C. Williams, a Siémanean
who also was the publisher. He was a stenographerpainter who
started publication in Aba with a handful of staff he had not enough
money to hire enough workers. As he was almostglewerything by
himself, he was given the name “The jack of alldé&raof Nigerian
journalism.” Despite the lack of enough financiesources and staff to
run the newspaper, it was able to remain on thessg&nds steadily with
a circulation of 2000 copies weekly.

The Dawn newspaper was able to stamp its hame as an eéasteed
newspaper, making its publisher one of the forenmsheers of
journalism in the eastern part of Nigeria. It cehpeblication in the
year 1940.

3.6  Other Publications

Other publications include th&est African Advertisgi1935) published
jointly by J.T. John, a surveyor M.O. and Hiegebwsinessman, the
EasterrNigerian Mail (1933) theCalabar Observe(1902).

In addition, there are several religious jourrfalsnded in the early part
of the 20th Century. They include theisure Hourspublished by CMS
Bookshop in Lagos (1917), thidigerian Methodisi(1925), theAfrican
Christian (1931), theAfrican ChurchChronicle 1934 and th&€atholic
Life published in Calabar in (1936 to the 1970s).

4.0 CONCLUSION

The Colonial era was indeed characterised by tepgmderance of
newspapers. The interesting thing is that moshe$é¢ newspapers were
published by non- Nigerians. It is believed thattladése publications in
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one way or the other contributed to the succesghef nationalist
movement in Nigeria.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit, we have discussed the establishmesbme newspapers in

Nigeria such assaskiya Tafi KwaboCitizen Comet MessengerDaily
Service Dawn and other publications.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Trace the chronology of the spread of newspapetiset@astern part of
Nigeria during the colonial era?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Azikiwe, N. (1964). Pioneer Heroes of The Nigerian Press&n
Address to the First Graduating Students of th&stat College

of Journalism. Nsukka: University of Nigeria.

Duyile, D. (1979). Mdia and Mass Communication in Nigeribadan:
Gong-Duyison Publishers.

Uka, L. (1989).Mass Media People and Politics in Nigeridew Delhi:
Concept Publishing Company.
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MODULE 4
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Unit 2 Evolution of Radio/TV Broadcasting in Nigger
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UNIT 1 POST INDEPENDENCE MEDIA IN NIGERIA
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The early 1980's witnessed the emergence of modemspapers in
Nigeria. One significant factor about these newspspwas the
availability of trained and skilled manpower to enike the task of
informing, educating and entertaining the peoplerddver, individual
business rather than government established them al

2.0 OBJECTIVE

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. trace the history of modern newspapers in Nigeria.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 TheGuardian

58



MAC113 HISTORY OF NIGERIAN MASS MEDIA

The Guardian newspaper is one of the outstanding newspapers in
Nigeria. It was established on the 27th of Februg83 by Alex Ibru
from Delta State, among those who weaned the e cradle stage
were Dr. Dele Cole, Dr Stanley Macebuh and Seguob®svho were

all former executives dbaily Times

The motto of the paper is “Conscience, Nurtured' hyth” and to some
reasonable extent, it tries to live up to this mott

3.2 Editorial Policy of theGuardian

The Guardianbeing an independent newspaper will at all timgisold
the need for justice, probity in public life, equadcess to the nation’s
resources and equal protection under the law oémdgor all citizens.
It aims at presenting balanced coverage of evertso& promoting the
best interest of Nigeria. It is committed to thestowaits and ideals of
republican democracy and to the principle of indiil freedom. The
newspaper believes that all citizens have dutiegedisas rights.

3.3 ThePost Express

The Post Expressnewspaper owned by Chief Sony Odogwu, a top
businessman, , constituted the founding manageteant comprising
Dr Stanley Macebuh, Dr Fred Onyabor and Obaro Ikifrftee motto of
the paper is “Justice in Service of Community.aldo aimed at no link
with any political, cultural, ideological or ethngroup and promised
accurate and fair reports, as well as reasonedrdadned comments.
The management’s first news papering revolutionstgp was the
simultaneous printing of theost Expresé Lagos and Port Harcourt.

The newspaper has retained an independent poshdereanained

accurate and fair in its news report and commelrtis. newspaper tries
hard to safeguard the interest of the Southeadt ithaelieves has
remained perpetually marginalised. Test Expresss noted for its in-

depth stories on foreign events.

3.4 TheConcord Newspaper

Concordnewspapeis based in lkeja, Lagos. The first in the stalfle o
the newspaper published by business mogul and iquaht of
presidential standard, Chief Moshood Abiola Nstional Concord
Abiola’s National Concordwvas published along with its weekly edition,
Sunday Concoran 1st March, 1980. A few years later, he addeeeth
vernacular newspapers to its stable in Nigeriateghlanguages. The
newspapers werksokan (Yoruba), Udoka (Igbo) andAmana(Hausa).
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The Concord group later added four more publicatitm its stable -
Business ConcordWeekend ConcordAfrican Science Monitorand
African Concord

Abiola’s National Concordwvas known for its fearlessness and attack on
political opponents. The role it played in suppmirthe National Party of
Nigeria (NPN) against Chief Obafemi Awolowo’s Unitiarty of
Nigeria (UPN) in the Second Republic politics 8l $tesh in people’s
mind.

The National Concord like Dr, Nnamdi Azikwe’sWest African Pilot
later set up subsidiaries in various parts of Na&geknown as
“Community Concord.” At presentNational Concordand all its
subsidiaries have disappeared from the newspapganglss may be
temporarily.

The newspaper’s problem may not be unconnectedthwitldeath of its
founder, Chief M.K.O Abiola.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Compare and contrast Chief Alex IbruBhe Guardianand Chief
Abiola’s Concordnewspaper.

3.5 TheSun Newspaper

The Sun which began publication in 2003, has become nrdheential
than some of its older counterparts. It is publisimte Lagos by Chief
Orji Uzor Kalu, former Governor of Abia State. Htg/le of page design
makes it uniqgue among other Nigerian newspapers.Stimis known
for its distinct method of reporting news eventsl ds fearlessness. It
made a great mark through its detailed reportinthefTsunami disaster
of 26th December, 2004. Ti8un’'scourageous and consistent reporting
of the celebrated removal of former Inspector Ganef Police, Mr.
Tafa Balogun as well as the dramatic and contraaiehesignation” of
Chief Audu Ogbeh as chairman of the ruling Peoplemocratic Party
(PDP). PDP is believed to have wbhe Surarger readership.

3.6 Other Newspapers

There is als@ his Daynewspaper which is noted for centralization of its
masthead, a feature that distinguished it from nabker Nigerian
newspapers. Other newspapers that exist today gerMi include
National Interestpublished in Lagos, thExamineralso published in
Lagos but out of circulation at presemastern Voice(Jos),Agenda
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New Age, Announcer (Owerri), Eastern Herald (Owerri), Daily
IndependentHallmark and so on.

There is also thdPost Expresspublished in Lagos by Chief Sunny
Odogwu. Its establishment was pioneered under @&ml&g Macebuh, its
first chief executive who also did the same thiogtheGuardian This
newspaper was among the nation’s first newspapelg bn internet. It
furnishes its readers with detailed and up-to-dateount of important
events on the foreign scene supplemented with ghapbs. Today,
many serious Nigerian national dailies are on thernet while a few of
them including th&GuardianandDaily Timesare members of the Audit
Bureau of Circulation Network.

In the Second Republic (1979-1983), several palittewspapers also
sprang up and most of them disappeared the way dame just few
years after. They include, among others, National published in Aba
by Dr. Nwakamma Okoro of the National Party of NiggNPN), Mail
published in Owerri by interests associated witle timo State
Government under the Nigerian People’s Party (NPPe Satellite
published in Enugu by Mr. Jim Nwobodo, the NPP Gowge of the old
Anambra state. The newspaper was “resurrected” teartkferred to
Lagos, but it died again.

There were also newspapers such asRbeporter Trumpet Record
Broom and Sunraypublished in Port HarcourSunraylasted for a few
years and later collapsed in the late 1990s. Taeralso th&€ometand
National Interestnewspapers established and published in Lagos from
the end of the 1990s to the present day.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The publishers of th&uardian and Concord -Chief Ibru and Chief
Moshood Abiola respectively actually paved the why other

newspapers to emerge. Their newspapers were distedban content
and they employed skilled journalists. Despite tpal challenges, the
Guardianis still working strong while the death of Chiebidla and his
inconvenience in politics led to the demise of @@ cord

5.0 SUMMARY
We have been able to present some post-independencgpapers in

Nigeria particularly theGuardian Concord Sun Post Expresamong
others.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
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1. What factor contributed to the demise of Negtional Concor@

2. Mention five other post-independence newspapehldigeria and
five community newspapers in Nigeria.

3. State clearly the editorial policy of ti&uardian.

7.0 REFERENCE/FURTHER READING
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Broadcasting in Nigeria was the answer to the d$ritiquest for
communication to her West African colonies. Fromitdn, radio
broadcasting, which began with the Radio DistrimutService (RDS) in
Nigeria spread like the harmattan wind to the ofteats of the country.
All the phases of the development of radio signaitedadvancement of
the medium.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. recount the history of broadcasting in Nigeria
. discuss NBS transformation into NBC, regional biezesting
. trace history of television broadcasting and thegexa

Television Authority, among others.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 History of Radio Broadcasting in Nigeria

The history of radio broadcasting in Nigeria ddiask to the year 1932
when the British colonial administration in Lagoslayed the first
British Empire service to Nigerians from Daventriingland. The
establishment of radio broadcasting in Nigeria vezgjuel to the
decision of the British government in London toklils West African
colonies with the “mother country”, Britain.

Such a link, according to lkime (1979) “was expdcte serve the dual
purpose of providing powerful propaganda machirferythe colonial

master as well as providing a source of informaaout Britain and
the wider world.” To achieve this, programmes frahe British

Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) were relayed to otparts of the
world under British Colonial administration.

The need for such a radio service had been fekdare time in Nigeria
to the point that the colonial office in London ok&d to take positive
steps to actualise this need. To this end, thencalsecretary in London
at the time decided to set up a committee to censathd recommend
what steps could be taken to accelerate the poovisf broadcasting
service in the colonial empire, to coordinate ssetvices with the work
of the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) amal make them
effective instrument for promoting both local andperial interests
(Ikime, 1979).

This committee recommended the introduction ofagdatioadcasting in
Nigeria and other British non-settler coloniesalko envisaged that the
programmes to be broadcast in the colonies wouldisbof mixture of
selected BBC materials and “local (colonial) goveemt programmes
piped into homes through “wired wireless.”

The committee naturally noted the need to contnohsprogrammes to
ensure that the people were not fed with objecbhand subversive
information.

3.2  Broadcasting in Nigerig1932-1950)

Broadcasting which was first introduced by colomahsters came to
Nigeria in stages. To give a more lucid explanatard for better
understanding of the journey of radio broadcastimgNigeria, the
history will be given in significant stages. Thesfi stage began from
1932 when the first radio signal was received ige¥ia from England.
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The Era of Radio Distribution Service or Wired Wireless

Radio broadcasting in Nigeria began in 1932 wita #htroduction of
wired broadcasting popularly known as Radio Disiiin Service,
(RDS). Under this form of broadcasting, programmese relayed or
distributed using wires connected to loud speakestslled in the homes
of subscribers who had paid a small subscriptienfée this system and
were also provided with a make shift and home agipar(Uche,1989).
The Lagos studio distributed programmes originafiogn the British
Empire Service from Daventry, England as part oé tBritish
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) external service.e Tincreasing
popularity of the Radio Distribution Service in Mitga made it to
expand to other stations outside Lagos. This mettfoldroadcasting
known as “wired broadcasting” by “wired wirelessiffdred from the
“wireless broadcasting” which is the transmissioh pgpogrammes
through radio waves (Electro-magnetic waves).

The need for radio stations in the colonial co@strivas necessitated by
the desire of Britain to expand the services of BBC, which
coordinated the activities of radio broadcastingtha British empire.
The British government had given approval for tlstabklishment of
broadcasting services in the colonial countrieshvitie objective of
making them a more effective instrument for promgtboth local and
imperial interests lkime, 1979).

The circumstance in which broadcasting was intredua Nigeria was
not surprising. At the beginning, the broadcastsegvice consisted
simply of re-transmission of BBC programmes onlaysystem similar
to the radio relay exchange system, which had bgenating in Britain
since the 1920s. Because of the nature of its gesyiit was termed
Radio Distribution Service (RDS).

The RDS was introduced into Nigeria by the colowitlice in London
through the initiative of the engineers of the B@std Telegraphs (P&T)
Department, which, by then had established 13ostatin Nigeria, viz:
Lagos, Kastina, Jos, Zaria, Sokoto, llorin, Maidug®®ort Harcourt,
Calabar, Onitsha, Warri, Abeokuta and ljebu-Odee P&T engineers
had incidentally been involved in the monitoringte$t transmissions of
the BBC on short wave.

The wired broadcasting, which came to Nigeria i32,9did not

originate any programmes but simply relayed prognas from
England using presenters on ground. Each subsonherrequired to
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pay a monthly subscription fee of fifty pence aferinitial payment of
three months rental in advance.

By 1939, the RDS had less than 1000 subscribers cued 2000

licensed receivers. By 1944, distribution statidvagl been opened in
Lagos, Ibadan, Kaduna, Enugu, Calabar and PortddarcFive years
later (1949), a total of 9000 subscribers wiredl1lf stations in the
country had emerged. By that year, there were 4|j668sed radio sets
in Nigeria.

There was only a little change in the programmeeadnof the RDS as
most of its broadcasts were still part of the BB&emal service. The
colonial government’s information department prasihconly a few
programmes, which were relayed through the serVibe.relay services
began at 5.00am every morning and went on untD@ 2Zaidnight with

break at mid-morning for an hour or two. In 193¢ t Plymouth
committee set up to work out modalities for théraduction of a
wireless broadcasting in Nigeria and empowered andated by the
colonial office to come up with a plan which waslersed to the British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC).

In 1945, the establishment of a wireless broadogsti Nigeria received
mention during the preparation of the 10-year dgwelent and welfare
plan. Unfortunately, the colonial authorities didtnmplement this
immediately, despite the fact that it was favowabbnsidered. The
colonial authorities had blamed this on what theymed “lack of
resources.”

In 1948, the colonial office directed the BBC toderntake a survey of
broadcasting in Nigeria, Ghana, Sierra Leone anchlétsa and to make
recommendation for a fast establishment of effectlwoadcasting
services. Two British engineers, L.W Turners of B8C and F.AW
Bryon of the Telecommunications Department wereoaygpd to carry
out this assignment.

By this time, a short-wave transmitting station vedready installed in
Lagos to relay the Lagos RDS programme under tHesicgn, “Radio
Nigeria”. The main function of the RDS as earlieentioned was to
relay BBC programmes while in the evenings, one livas set aside for
the broadcasting of local programmes featuring nesvdertainment,
and local government.

The two British engineers who were saddled with tdek of working
out the technical details for effective broadcastin Nigeria were
asked, among other things, to determine.

. Training of technical staff.
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. Using local language for broadcasting to the peapid

. Servicing limited revenue from carefully articuldteuse of
sponsored programmes.

In their report, they recommended the establishraadtexpansion of a

wireless broadcasting service in Nigeria and otNeéest African

Countries under British Colonial administration.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What major difference can you identify between RBS in England
and the RDS in Nigeria between 1932 and 19507

3.3 The Beginning of Effective Radio Broadcastingin
Nigeria

The role played by radio during the Second Worldr\Alao influenced

the British government’s decision to set up broating services that
are effective in its colony. Up to the end of tHi84Q’s, the programme
content of Radio Distribution service had verylditthange as most of
its broadcasts were part of BBC external service.

However, as the need for effective radio broadegsh Nigeria became
very imperative as earlier mentioned, two Britighgieeers from the
BBC, Mr. F.A.W Byron and L.W Turners were chargeithvthe task of
working out the technical requirements for a mdfeative radio system
in British West Africa. Their report provided thechnical pattern for
the broadcasting services that were establisheNigeria and other
British West African colonies in the 1950s.

Another BBC top shot, Mr. Tom W. Chalmers was séeohto Lagos
along with his counterpart; John W. Murray to pmepthe ground for
the setting up of a proper broadcasting serviceSMBs born after the
Nigerian (colonial) government decided to convée tnajor existing
Rediffusion stations into effective broadcastingtisns in accordance
with the Turner-Byron’s report.

Mr. Chalmers, after completing his assignment igeiia was appointed
the first director of broadcasting in Nigeria whhes counterpart, Mr.
Murray was appointed the first chief engineer. B%4, all the existing
Rediffussion stations in the country had formednheleus of the new
NBS. The BBC assisted much by training staff foe tNBS and

provided the technical equipment needed for effedbroadcasting.

3.4 Regional Broadcasting
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The Action Group government in Western Nigeria taigied on the
NBC Ordinance or Act to translate its dream of awgna radio station
into reality by setting up the Western Nigerian &toasting Corporation
(WNBC). All the three regions of the country setthpir own regional
broadcasting stations. The Western regional govenminof Chief

Obafemi Awolowo, which was under the control of idat Group,

started it all. Chief Awolowo as the regional premhad strongly
criticised the 1954 Macpherson Constitution introetliinto the country.
However, the last British Governor-General of NigerSir James
Robertson defended that constitution, using the NB& accusing
Chief Awolowo of being unfaithful.

When Awolowo requested for an equal airtime fa WBS to refute the
Governor General's accusation, he was not obligedis led to

increased campaign for converting the NBS to a@apon. However,
its greatest effect was the establishment of regidmoadcasting as
evidence in the setting up of the WNBC, which hadia product - The
Western Nigerian Television (WNTV) in 1959 and tvestern Nigeria
Broadcasting Service (WNBS) in 1960.

The WNBC had immediately gone into alliance with e@seas
Rediffussion Limited which was to offer both radsmd television
services. Its television, WNTV already mentionedswammissioned on
31st October, 1959. It was the first televisiortistain black Africa.
The radio-broadcasting arm of the Western Nigerigadio-Vision
Service which controlled both television and rathmadcasting was
commissioned in May, 1960.

The Eastern regional government of Dr. Michael Q&mamultaneously
engaged the same overseas Rediffusion Compangdhap the WNBS
for the Western region to build for it the Eastéligerian Broadcasting
Service (ENBS) and Eastern Nigerian Television (ENTn Enugu.
Both stations went on air on the day of Nigeriaiddpendence, October
1, 1960. Shortly after, both the Eastern and Wesgewvernments paid
off the foreign companies that were stakeholdertheirr broadcasting
systems, and consequently assumed full controheif tbroadcasting
system.

Broadcasting did not come to the Northern regiotil 1962 when the
Northern regional government of Sir Ahmadu Bellogaged the
services of Grand Group Limited which set up radmmd television
broadcasting systems, Radio Television Kaduna (R)I'féKthe region.
The RTVK operated under the Broadcasting CompanyNofthern
Nigeria (BCNN). The broadcasting systems in thenthieree regions
were fully autonomous and free of Federal Governnemntrol or
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interference. The situation was the same until bleginning of the
Nigerian Civil War in 1967 when additional statesres created by the
wartime Military Head of State, Yakubu Gowon.

3.5 History of Television Broadcasting

The Nigerian Broadcasting Service (NBS) had noiahiplans to

introduce television broadcasting into the counémyd indeed, it never
contemplated doing so. The reason was that itsiress then could not
justify the establishment of television in the ctwynlt was the high rate
of illiteracy at that time and the lack of suitab®mmunication

infrastructure, which made the authorities prefadio broadcasting
which offered a quick and reliable means of reaghime amorphous
population of the country.

Television was seen in the early 1950s as a lutheygovernment could
not afford. However, its development in other comst and the
possibilities it offered gradually became attraetand irresistible.

In 1950, two years before Nigeria’s Independeniceret were series of
discussions in favour of television service. Howevthe regional

governments cashed in on the constitutional promiswhich made
broadcasting a concurrent subject to commence planstroduce

commercial television broadcasting in their regioi$he Western
Region in December 1958 took the lead by firstaating its intention

to establish four television stations and consetiyeapplied for four

frequencies in band one. The proposed stations weetee located in
Ibadan, Ikeja, Abeokuta and ljebu-Ode.

The programmes would originate from Ibadan witheotthree stations
transmitting stations. However, before the freqienevere allocated to
the Western regional government, the Federal Ministof
Communication got the Nigerian Broadcasting Corpona(NBC) to
submit its own frequency requirements first beftire Western region
since it was also by law to provide radio and tesiew services for
general reception within the country.

As the Federal Government had no immediate planstdlevision
broadcasting, it decided to allocate two frequenanreband: one to the
Western regional government with some limitatianpower and height
of the aerials (Ladlet al, 1979).

3.6  The Birth of WNTV (1959)
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With the background given, television broadcasgrgntually began in
Nigeria and, indeed, the whole Africa on Octobdr, 3959 at Ibadan. It
was the Western Nigerian Television (WNTV) estdidids by the
Western regional government of Chief Obafemi Awalowhen Premier
of Western Nigeria.

The history of television broadcasting in Nigerfws that it followed
the same pattern with that of radio broadcastingtihe exception is in
the area of the initiators. While it was the Fetd&eavernment that
started the first indigenous radio broadcastinthen country, it was the
regional government that first ventured into tedesm broadcasting
(Uche, 1989).

The WNTV with the call signal, “"WNTV, First in Afta” was
established by an Act of the Western Regional Hoafséssembly,
which empowered the government of Chief Awolowddge ahead in
the venture. The WNTV now (NTA, Ibadan) was runaasarm of the
then Western Nigeria Government Broadcasting Catpmr initially

under the trade name, Western Nigerian Radio ViSiervices Limited
which worked in partnership with overseas RediffusLimited of the
United Kingdom. Two years after its inception, tgevernment of
Western Nigerian bought over the shares of theigor@artners and
became the sole proprietor. WNTV Ibadan was soome&come the
richest commercial television in the whole fedemati even though
commercialisation was not the main reason for g&tdishment, but
formal informal education.

The proponents of its establishment had arguelderregional House of
Assembly that television broadcasting was neededrasadditional

means of improving the regional school systems weat handicapped
to the shortage of qualified teachers in certaibjestt areas. Their
second argument was that television would act ‘@uaogate” teacher
in the under-staffed schools of the Western region.

Regardless of the fact, the WNTV grew to becomagacbmmercial
television, the potential ability of television éalucational objectives at
both primary and secondary school levels, as welh@dult education
became, and remained the overriding factor foestablishment.

3.7 Television Broadcasting in Other Parts of th€ountry

One year after, the WNTV was set up as Africa’sstfivisual

communication outfit by the government of Easteigexia headed by
Dr. Michael Okpara. The premier followed the paee sy Ibadan and
established Nigeria’s second television statiorfEmugu known as the
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“East Nigerian Television (ENTV).” The station hdthe slogan,
“ENTV, Second to None.”

ENTV began full transmission precisely on Octobed 960, Nigeria,s
Independent day, and like WNTV, it has foreign pars at the top
management- the same overseas Rediffussion tHatVBNiTV, Ibadan

like WNTV and ENTV Enugu later took full control dmanagement of
the station when the foreign companies that wegaged initially to

manage it were disengaged. The need for formairdndnal education
also was the overriding aim in the ENTV’s estabhigmt, although it
soon abandoned this objective and went into comialetelevision

broadcasting.

ENTV was an arm of the Eastern Nigerian/Broadcgs@orporation
(ENBC), which also operated ENBC Radio in Enuguofeing the
establishment of WNTYV in Ibadan (1959) and ENTV gun{1960).

The Northern regional government of Sir Ahmadu @elh March 15,
1962 established the Radio Television Kaduna (RT¥K)the service
arm of the Broadcasting Corporation of Northern éYig (BCNN).

RTVK was owned jointly by the Northern Region ama tBritish firms-

Granada Television and Pye Limited, although thetidon Region was
the major shareholder.

3.8 The Nigerian Television Service (NTS)

As mentioned earlier, the authorities in the Feldé@aernment did not
initially see the establishment of a televisiortistaas a priority. It was
for this purpose that it conceded the allocation teb standard
frequencies on Band One to the WBTV, Ibadan.

The same Federal Government was however embarrassbd speed
with which WNTV and ENTV were set up by the Westamd Eastern
regional governments. This not withstanding, sorhé@sokey officials
were dissuading it from venturing into televisioroddcasting on the
ground that television was a luxury and that it wase advantageous to
maximise the development of radio.

After much political rancour and arguments, the dfatl Executive
Council finally approved the establishment of a ératl Government-
owned television station to be located in Lagose fnoject became
realistic in April, 1962 with the take off of theidgérian Television
Service (NTS), Channel 10 at Victoria Island, Lagh3S was set up
under agreement by management with an American anktewned
NBC-International, which built the station. It wpsntly owned by the
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Federal Government and NBC International, whicmetya five-year
management contract with the provision that Nigesiavould take over
full management of NTS at the expiration of thetcact during which
the American company would also sell all its sha®she Federal
Government. At the expiration of this agreementlB62, the NTS
became a full-fledged Nigerian station under thgddan Broadcasting
Corporation (NBC). It was initially known as NBC-T\Lagos and its
services were confined to the then federal capitajos, The NBC-
Television was specifically designed to provide cadge services in
education, social and economic development as \waslltransmit
Nigerian and African cultures, tradition, politicdtama, literature and
entertainment, of course these were the overridimgs of modern
television broadcasting in Nigeria.

The advent of television brought in its wake a ndimension in
broadcasting in Africa. For instance, within thestfidecade of its arrival,
no fewer than 22 African countries established rttwavn television
stations. The journey started from WNTV, Ibadan5@9 and ENTV,
Enugu (1960).

Internally, the creation of an additional region1f63- the Mid West
Region also led to the establishment of the fifletision station in the
country, the Mid West Television (MTV) in Benin i1973. Benue-
Plateau Television (BPTV) followed in 1974 but wahdifference. The
station established by the then Benue-Plateau gfaternment had
emerged transmitting in colour. It is therefore iatdrical fact that
BPTV, Jos was the first television station in Nigeto transmit in
colour.

3.9 The Era of Private Television Stations (19920D4)

This fourth phase in the development of televisimoadcasting in
Nigeria started with the 1992 promulgation of Decid¢o. 38, which
authorised that National Broadcasting CommissioBGNshould issue
licences for private radio and television broadogsin Nigeria that saw
the establishment of NTA stations in each of the sBétes of the
federation. More will be said on this later in thisit.

Private television broadcasting started in Nigeria993 and there are at
present nearly a score of private television statim different parts of
the country. With Decree No. 38 of 1992, the NadloBroadcasting
Commission, which was empowered to regulate all dkinof
broadcasting in the country, removed the exclusgylet to own and run
a television station from the government. Among phieate television
stations that emerged earlier from 1993 were MBygtems Television
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(MST) Obosi, Anambra State, African IndependenteVision (AIT)
Lagos owned by Raymond Dokpesi, Channels TelevisOlapper
Board Television, Murhi International Televisionalaxy Television,
DBN Television, Independent Television, and so on.

The government controls and regulates televisiooadcasting in
Nigeria to ensure orderliness in the allocatiomioivaves to the various
interest groups in radio and television transmrissithe NBC, which is
the vehicle for this control, also has the righimithdraw licence from
any of the private and public radio and televisstations found guilty of
flouting the law that brought it into existence.

The further phase in the history of television llwasting in Nigeria
also falls within the Fourth Republic, which tooK on May 29, 1999
when General Olusegun Obasanjo (rtd) became Nigehad civilian
president. During this Fourth Republic, the Fed&aVvernment decided
to open NTA stations in all the 36 states of thaefation.

Consequently, many NTA stations were built all otrex country. Most
of all the states have two NTA stations each. Tdramissioning of the
new stations began towards the end of 2002. Ontheofnew NTA

stations built in Owerri, the Imo State capital veasnmissioned by the
then Minister of Aviation, Mrs Kema Chikwe in Mar@003. Before

then, many other stations had been commissionashimy other parts of
the federation. In his valedictory address as theidter of Information

and National Orientation, Professor Jerry Ganacdttat a total of 67
new NTA stations and 32 FRCN stations were estaddisn different

parts of Nigeria during Obasanjo’s first tenure fotir years (NTA

network news, 28 May 2003).

4.0 CONCLUSION

From the ongoing, it is pertinent to note that loiczesting in Nigeria was
actually established for political purposes. Theesgance of radio
revolutionised information dissemination in Nigerialelevision

broadcasting spread fast in Nigeria and other pdrsfrica though the
growth of broadcasting in Nigeria was slowed down dovernment
intervention and ownership.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has revealed so much about the historadib broadcasting in
Nigeria, phases in the history of broadcasting bginning of effective
radio broadcasting, the NBC transformation into BBf&gional

broadcasting, history of television broadcastimig\ision broadcasting

73



MAC113 HISTORY OF NIGERIAN MASS MEDIA

in other parts of the country, the Nigerian Tel@mnsService and the era
of private televisions in Nigeria.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Who established the first broadcasting serviceigeNa?
What year was the first radio station establisimeNigeria?
Which region in Nigeria first established a telemsstation?
What do you understand by Radio Rediffusion Service

PwpNPE
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

News media derive their content from many sourd@ee of the

veritable sources of news is the news agencies.difference is that
media houses subscribe for the news with moneig. it free. News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) is founded for the same pase to service the
Nigerian mass media.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. trace the origin of News Agency of Nigeria
. discuss the functions of NAN and the services resttidy the
agency.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Origin of NAN

A new development in the history of the mass medli&ligeria took
place in 1976 with the establishment of an indepahdvire service-the
NAN by the Federal Government.

NAN came into existence through the News AgenciNigferia Decree
No. 19 of 1976, which made NAN'’s function straigimd plain. Before
the birth of NAN, the Nigerian mass media - printleelectronic, were
heavily subscribing to foreign news agencies basethe developed
world. Without exception, all Nigerian newspapensagazines, radio
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and television stations depended on these foreigs services for their
international news, including news on events takplgce in sister
African countries.

They were subscribing to the British News Agencgutrs based in
London, United Press International (UPI) and theotsated Press (AP)
based in New York and Washington in the United &tatf America ,

Agency France Press (AFP), the French News Ageasgdin PARIS,

AND TASS, the Russian News Agency based in Moscow.

Reuters of London had played a key role in the edngsation of
international news in Nigeria for many years araingd some Nigerian
journalist in the art of world newsgathering eveteraNigeria had
attained sovereign nationhood. Reuters was loveddan-depth news
reporting and analysis before the emergence of NR&lters ran into
trouble in Nigeria in the wake of military and caéenmilitary coups,
especially the July 29, 19%®up d’étatwhich brought General Murtala
Mohammed to power and the February 13, 1973 almodoup which
led to his death.

Reuters was accused of biased reporting of eventdigeria to the
world. The Nigerian authorities openly accused fit naischief and
prejudiced journalism against Nigeria, which waslaasant to the
country and its image at home and abroad. It waetore sacked from
Nigeria; it therefore ceased its operation in Niger

Because of this incident, the Federal Military Gowveent set up its own
indigenous news agency to avoid the temptatiorhefNigeria media
seeking the services of Reuters again.

3.2 Functions of NAN

Like its counterparts in London and Paris (Reugerd AFP), NAN was
set up for the pre-press of gathering internatioregional, local and
other news, news material and material and fegtued distributing
same to its subscribers.

NAN'’s subscribers include radio and stations in é¥iig, private and
government-owned newspapers, magazines and jourhaddso sells
news to foreign news agencies.

The decree, which set up the agency, vests thepobn of collecting
news in Nigeria for sale to NAN.
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The Federal Military Government headed by Lt Geh&éusegun
Obasanjo having decreed the setting up of NAN dae®ber, 1978 as
the time for its commencement of full operations.

Although the establishment of NAN has been atteduto Federal
Military Government at the time in question, thiasmbecause it piloted
the machinery that gave it a practical face. Theaitb set up a News
Agency of Nigeria similar to Ghana News Agency wasceived earlier
before the military came to power in Nigeria.

3.3 Services Rendered by NAN

The News Agency of Nigeria categorised its servicgs 10 at that
time. They are news services, bulletins, pressevevinews-in-depth,
impact service, cultural service and daily newsedig It is necessary
here to analyze these 10 services of NAN in details

1) News service This refers to home and foreign news reports
supplied by NAN.

2) Bulletins: Theyinclude profiles, fillers, interviews, features and
updates.

3) Press review:This involves, among other major news items in
the press and on Radio and Television.

4) News-in-depth: This is designed to present subscribers with
what is called news behind the news; that is, aejth
information on events.

5) Impact services: This, designed to be of tremendous service to
foreign writers and critics of the political andcgm economic
development in Nigeria enlightens them on tlie fosition of
things in Nigeria. Its main focus will be on reacts at home and
abroad to the policies, programmes and projecthefFederal
Government.

6) Economic service: This service of NAN focuses attention on
stock market reports, foreign exchange reports,ncodity prices
trading volume, investment notes and briefs on niona,
economic and business interests.

7) Sports services:This covers sports news.

8) Football service: This focuses attention on football news as well
as pools forecasts and results.

9) Cultural service: This focuses attention on reports on cultural
events and the projection of the cultural heritafji¢he various
peoples of Nigeria.

10) Daily news digest: This deals with summary of the major
national and international news of the day, inalgddiary of
coming events.
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3.4 Management of NAN

The News Agency of Nigeria has correspondents dfices in all the
states of the federation from where it distributesnews to subscribers
based in those states.

The agency has a Board of Directors made up ofresqpzed people in
Mass Communication. NAN'’s chief executive is itsn@eal Manager
who is assisted by the editor-in-chief and otherdficials.

At present, NAN has spread its functions and sesvio most of the
media houses in Nigeria and can be found in alBthstates of Nigeria,
including Abuja, the new federal capital. It alsashoffices and
correspondents in many parts of the world. NAN'sacheoffices at
Iganmu in Lagos shares compound with the Natiohalatre.

4.0 CONCLUSION

From our discussion, it is apparent that NAN washidd of necessity.
Its establishment introduced a new dimension to sgathering and
dissemination in Nigeria. The function of sellingws to subscribers
reduced the stress caused by scarcity of news sham®uses. Like
other news agencies in the world, NAN has coméayp. s

5.0 SUMMARY

From the foregoing, we have traced the history ANNand established
the functions of services rendered by the agency.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. When and where was NAN established?
2. Discuss four functions of NAN.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Deregulation involves a complete shift from goveemtnownership of
the broadcasting media to private ownership. THaipyarticipation in
the broadcasting industry opens a chapter in thaneipation of the
media in Nigeria. Since the 1990s, many privatelyned electronic
media have sprung in all parts of Nigeria, addilydur to what the
Nigerian audience received as programme contentgrernment-
owned radio and television.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this, you should be able to:

. trace the history of deregulation of broadcastmiyigeria
. discuss how AIT was founded

. discuss the coverage extent of AIT

. discuss the problem of deregulation in the country.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 History of Deregulation of Broadcasting in Mjeria

The clamour for deregulation of the broadcastingdimen Nigeria
began during the colonial era when the nationatistssured the British
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government to allow the indigenous participatiortha affairs of state-
controlled broadcasting stations in the countrye HederalGovernment
was soon to find out why the colonial masters held tight to
broadcasting, there is still the reluctance to valla full-blown
deregulation.

The Government's response in 1992 to the demand pforate
participation in the ownership and management eflitoadcast media
was a great relief. However, five years after traidhal Broadcasting
Commission (NBC) Decree came into force; the govemt was not as
open as expected in the issuance of licences tecapts.

3.2 Issuance of Licences by NBC

The NBC has screened over 321 applications but 88lgtations have
commenced radio, television and satellite trangomssationwide.

Satellite television re-distribution takes the hagh number with 21
approved licences; the television transmissioricstathave risen to 10
while the radio licences remain at two.

3.3 Establishing The First Independent Broadcasig

In the early 1990s, because of the historic NatioBeoadcasting

Commission Decree, according to Muyiwa OyinlolaQ2)) Nigerian

media was dominated by the government only. Infélonawas only

disseminated from government-owned broadcastimg. filowever, the
Head of State then, General Ibrahim Babangida dssumther decree
which allowed private broadcasting in Nigeria.

After this decree came the first private televisinatwork, Africa
Independent Television (AIT). AIT was pioneered By. Raymond
Dokpesi.AIT was also Africa’s first satellite TVasion. Today, Dokpesi
is regarded as the “media guru of Nigeria.” Thivexzause he not only
pioneered the first satellite TV but also the fipsivately owned radio
station in Nigeria. In addition, he set the staddar salary structure in
the media industry, which was imitated by Niger&éWvision Authority.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What do you understand by “deregulation in the dcaat media?”
3.5 Challenges of Deregulation in Nigeria

The NBC has screened over 321 applications but 88lgtations have
commenced radio, television and satellite trandomss nationwide.
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Satellite television re-distribution takes the hagh number with 21
approved licences, the television transmissionastathave risen to 10
while the radio licenses multiply.

The greatest problem NBC has is that the applioatibis receiving are
mostly coming from one part of the country.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Deregulation has introduced competition in the Nageroadcasting
industry. It has created more jobs for the teengopgulation of youths
in the country. Today, government owned electranedia are striving
to keep the pace set by the privately owned station

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has at least revealed the history of gielegion of broadcasting
in Nigeria, the issuance of licenses, the estaflestt of AIT and
challenges of deregulation in Nigeria.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Who established the first TV station in Nigeria?

1.
2. Mention two problems of deregulation.
3 Who issues licenses to private stations?
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