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INTRODUCTION

POL 851: Theories and Strategic Analysis in Inteomal Relations, is a
3-credit unit course for post-graduate studentBalitical Science. The
course begins by presenting a short overview arehing of theories of
International Relations. It explairiee relationship between theory and
practice in International Relations as well aslibhavior of states in the
international systemit also explores and discusses issues bordering on
strategic thinking, strategic practice, defense aadurity policies in
International Relations.

The study provides necessary reading materiala¢owrage students to
engage in further studies and research in ordesiden their horizon of
the course. Major concepts and theories of Inteynak Relations were
selected and thoroughly examined in the study. stiny units have been
organized into five broad modules. In each modiklere are four units
and for each of the units there are instructioratiemals meant to provide
a clear-cut guide for students’ reading conveniedter each of the
study units, students are expected to pay attetdisame self-assessment
exercises. Answers to the self-assessment exelaisgsrovided at the
end of each unit. This is to help the studentsackmand grade themselves
so that they can assess their comprehension cbilrse.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

POL 851: THEORIES AND STRATEGIC ANALYSISIN
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

POL 851: Theories and Strategic Analysis in Inteamal Relations,
provides students the opportunity to learn and tstded fundamental
concepts in International Relations as well asstadth which to make
strategic analyses of activities and events inititernational system,
relying on their knowledge of the nature and theorf International
Relations.The course further provides an extensive descriptibthe
nature, feature and structure of the internatiopalitical system.
Contingent upon theories dhternational Relationsthe course also
provides a strategic analysis of patterns of podistribution among
actors in the international system. At the end & tourse, students
should be able to describe the nature and charattiwe international
system, understand and discuss major theoretealeworks often used
in the analyses of activities of states and notesaators in inter-state
relations, explain intersections of theories, pcacand/or actual behavior
of states and non-state actors in the internatisystem, and the nature
and theories of strategic thinking, strategic pcactdefense and security
policies. Although states, that is, organized matigolitical communities
with governmental powers, are the oldest powerftérnational actors,
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non-state actors, which comprise international rgaeernmental

organizations and international (transnational) -gowernmental

organizations, also make tremendous impact onltdimbsystem. A good
knowledge otheories of International Relatiomsll equip students with

relevant and critical tools of analysis necessargdscribe, explain and
even predict imminent global events and their fmdssiutcomes.

COURSE AIMSAND OBJECTIVES

The primary aim of this course is to provide studesf political science
with a comprehensive knowledge of theories andegra analysis of
International Relations. However, the specific abjes of the course
include enabling you to:

I. has a working knowledge of theories of Internatidtelations and
strategic analysis of international occurrencethatinternational
system;

il. be familiar witha number of major concepts and theories of
International Relationsand analysis of patterns of power
distribution among actors in the international eyst

iii. have a good understanding tife nature and character of the
international system, understand and discuss ntagoretical
frameworks used in the analysis of activities afest and non-state
actors in inter-state relations, explain intersewi of theories,
practice and/or actual behavior of states and tete-actors in the
international system.

The specific learning outcome of each study unit ba found at the
beginning and you can make reference to it whildygng. It is necessary
and helpful for you to check at the end of the ,uifiiyour progress is
consistent with the stated learning outcomes agdufcan conveniently
answer the self-assessment exercises. The ovbjatitives of the course
will be achieved, if you diligently study and coref# all the units in this
course.

WORKING THROUGH THE COURSE

To complete the course, you are required to readtiidy units and other
related materials.

You will also need to undertake practical exercieesvhich you need a
pen, a note-book, and other materials that wilidied in this guide. The
exercises are to aid you in understanding the qaadeing presented. At
the end of each unit, you will be required to dmecexercises for self-
assessment purposes. At the end of the courseyilalso be expected
to write a final examination.
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THE COURSE MATERIAL

In this course, as in all other courses, the maganponents you will find
are as follows:

1. Course Guide

2. Study Units

3. Textbooks

4. Assignments

STUDY UNITS

There are 20 study units in this course. They are:

Module 1 Introduction to Theories of International
Relations
Unit 1 Basis of Theories dhternational Relations
Unit 2 Relevance of and Relationship between Theaad
Practice in International Relations.
Unit 3 Nature of the International Political Syste
Unit 4 Power distribution in the international pichl system

Module2 Perspectives and Analysis of Theories of Realism,
Idealism, Imperialism and Conflict and Conflict

Resolution
Unit 1 Realism
Unit 2 Idealism/Liberalism
Unit 3 Imperialism
Unit 4 Conflict and Conflict Resolution

Module3  Perspectivesand Analysisof Bargaining, Functionalism
and Integration, Games, and Systems Theories

Unit 1 Bargaining

Unit 2 Functionalism and Integration
Unit 3 Games Theory

Unit 4 Systems Theory

Module4  Perspectives and Analysis of Decision-making, Balance
of Power, Alliance and Globalization Theories

Unit 1 Decision-making Theory
Unit 2 Balance of power

Unit 3 Alliance

Unit 4 Globalization

Vi
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Module5 Nature and Theories of Strategic Thinking and
Strategic Practice in International Relations

Unit 1 Collective Security

Unit 2 Arms Control, Nuclear Deterrence and Disamment
Unit 3 War and Peace

Unit 4 Foreign Policy

As you can observe, the course begins with thebasid expands into a
more elaborate, complex and detailed form. All yead to do is to follow
the instructions as provided in each unit. In addjt some self-
assessment exercises have been provided with whiclcan test your
progress with the text and determine if your stigdfulfilling the stated
learning outcomes. All these will assist you todide to have in-depth
knowledge of theories and strategic analysis arhdtional Relations.

TEXTBOOKS AND REFERENCES

At the end of each unit, you will find a list oflegant reference materials
which you may wish to consult as the need arisesvé¥er, efforts have
been made to provide you with the most importafdrmation you need
to pass this course. You are encouraged, as arpdsggje student, to
cultivate the habit of consulting as many relevaaterials as you are able
to within the time available to you. In particulansure that you consult
all the recommended materials you are advised tasuwid before
attempting any exercise.

ASSESSMENT

The Self-Assessment Exercises (SAES) are not ntedet submitted, but
they are important because they give you an oppitytto assess your
own understanding of the course content. Answetlsdself-assessment
exercises are provided at the end of each unielip you assess yourself
on the comprehension of the course. The answersraveed for you to
grade and score yourself on the assessments. Eneiss should help
you to evaluate your understanding of the courseema

FINAL EXAMINATION AND GRADING

There will be a final examination at the end of tbeurse. The

examination carries a total of 100 percent of titaltcourse grade. The
examination will reflect the contents of what yavh learnt and the self-
assessments exercises. You therefore need to g@useourse materials
beforehand.

Vi
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COURSE MARKING SCHEME

The following table sets out the actual course mark

COURSE GUIDE

ASSESMENT

MARKS

Final Examination

100%o0f overall course sco

Total

100% of course score

COURSE OVERVIEW PRESENTATION SCHEME

Units Title of Work Week Sdf-
Activity Assessment
Exercises
(End-
of=Units)
Course Theories and Strategic
Guide Analyss in International
Relations
Module1 | Introduction to Theoriesof International Relations
Unit 1 Basis of Theories ofWeek 1 SAE
International Relations
Unit 2 Relevance of andweek 2 SAE
Relationship between Theory
and Practice in International
Relations.
Unit 3 Nature of the InternationaWeek3 SAE
Political Syster
Unit 4 Power distribution in theWeek 4 SAE
international political syste
Module 2 | Perspectives and Analysis of Theories of Realism,
I dealism,
Imperialism and Conflict and Conflict Resolution
Unit 1 Realism Week 5 SAE
Unit 2 Idealism/Liberalism Week 6 SAE
Unit 3 Imperialisn Week SAE
Unit 4 Conflict and Conflict Week 8 SAE
Resolutiol
Module3 | Perspectives and  Analysis of  Bargaining,
Functionalism
and Integration, Games, and Systems Theories
Unit 1 Bargaining Week ¢ SAE
Unit 2 Functionalism and IntegratiotWeek 10 SAE
Unit 3 Games Theol Week 1: SAE

viii
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Unit 4 Systems Theol | Week 1: | SAE
Module 4 | Perspectivesand Analysisof Decision-making, Balance
of Power,
Alliance and Globalization Theories
Unit 1 Decision-making Theory Week 13 SAE
Unit 2 Balance of powe Week 1« SAE
Unit 3 Alliance Week1! SAE
Unit 4 Globalizatior Week 1t | SAE

Module5 | Nature and Theories of
Strategic Thinking and
Strategic Practice in
Inter national Relations
Unit 1 Collective Securit Week 1° SAE
Unit 2 Arms Control, Nuclear Week 18 SAE
Deterrence and Disarmam
Unit 3 War and Peac Week 1¢ SAE
Unit 4 Foreign Policy Week 20 SAE

WHAT YOU WILL NEED FOR THE COURSE

This course prepares you to appreciate and undersiaeories of
International Relations and the intricacies invdive strategic analysis
of International Relations and international posti It will be helpful if

you review what you studied earlier. Second, yoy meed to purchase
one or two texts recommended as important for yoastery of the course
content. You need quality time in a study frienélgvironment every
week. If you are computer-literate (which ideallguyshould be), you
should be prepared to visit recommended websites1 3hould also
cultivate the habit of visiting reputable physididraries accessible to
you.

TUTORSAND TUTORIALS

There are 20 hours of tutorials provided in suppbthe course. You will
be notified of the dates and location of thesertal® together with the
name and phone number of your tutor as soon asay@allocated a
tutorial group. Your tutor will keep a close watoh your progress. Be
free to contact your tutor in case of any diffigullvith your self-
assessment exercise. In any case, you are adeisgtend the tutorials
regularly and punctually. Always take a list of Byrepared questions to
the tutorials and participate actively in the dssians.
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ASSESSMENT EXERCISES

There are two aspects to the assessment of thisecdeirst is the self-
assessment exercise; second is a written examindtichandling these
assignments, you are expected to apply the infeomaknowledge and
experience acquired during the course. Ensureythategister all your
courses so that you can have easy access to abthse materials and
also be able to do the self-assessment exerciséise &nd of the course,
you will need to sit for a final examination. Tleisamination will account
for 100 per cent of your total course mark.

FINAL EXAMINATION AND GRADING

The final examination for POL 851: Theories of hntional Relations
and Strategic Analysis will be of three hours doratind have a value of
100% of the total course grade. The examinatiohamihsist of multiple
choice and fill-in-the-gaps questions which willfleet the practical
exercises you have previously encountered. Allsadahe course will
be assessed. It is important that you use adetjoado revise the entire
course. You may find it useful to review your safisessment exercises
before the examination. The final examination cevaformation from
all aspects of the course.

HOW TO GET THE MOST FROM THIS COURSE

1. There are 20 units in this course. You arepend one week in
each unit. In distance learning, the study unitplage the
university lecture. This is one of the great adagat of distance
learning; you can read and work through speciadlsighed study
materials at your own pace, and at a time and pleeesuit you
best. Think of it as reading the lecture insteadisténing to the
lecturer, in the same way a lecturer might give gome reading
to do. The study units tell you when to read andctvlare your
text materials or recommended books. You are psavidelf-
assessment exercises to do at appropriate paistsag a lecturer
might give you in a class exercise.

2. Each of the study units follows a common forniée first item is
an introduction to the subject matter of the uamd how a
particular unit is integrated with other units ah@ course as a
whole. Next to this is a set of learning outcomBsis learning
outcome lets you know what you should be able tbydthe time
you have completed the unit. These learning outsoane meant
to guide your study. The moment a unit is finishgal) must go
back and check whether you have achieved the feaoutcome.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

If this is made a habit, then you will significaniimprove your
chance of passing the course.

The main body of the unit guides you throughréquired reading
from other sources. This will usually be eithenfrgour reference
or from a reading section.

The following is a practical strategy for wargi through the
course. If you run into any trouble, telephone yiomor or visit the
study center nearest to you. Remember that yoar'suob is to
help you. When you need assistance, do not hetitatdl and ask
your tutor to provide it.

Read this course guide thoroughly. It is yanst issignment.

Organize a study schedule — Design a ‘Courss\iaw’ to guide
you through the course. Note the time you are arpeto spend
on each unit and how the assignments relate tartts.

Important information; example, details of ydutorials and the
date of the first day of the semester is availabkhe study center.

You need to gather all the information into pfece, such as your
diary or a wall calendar. Whatever method you ckdosuse, you
should decide on and write in your own dates ahddagle of work
for each unit.

Once you have created your own study schedaleyerything to
stay faithful to it.

The major reason why students fail is thay tiet behind in their
coursework. If you get into difficulties with yoschedule, please
let your tutor or course coordinator know beforesitoo late for
assistance.

Turn to Unit 1, and read the introduction #redlearning outcomes
for the unit.

Assemble the study materials. You will needry@ferences for
the unit you are studying at any point in time.

As you work through the unit, you will know athsources to
consult for further information.

Visit your study center whenever you needasddte information.

Xi
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15.  Visit your study center for relevant infornzettiand updates. Keep
in mind that you will learn a lot by doing the ass@ent carefully.
They have been designed to help you meet the ol@scof the
course and, therefore, will help you pass the eratiun.

16. Review the learning outcomes for each studtytarconfirm that
you have achieved them. If you feel unsure abowyt @inthe
learning outcome review the study materials or atingur tutor.
When you are confident that you have achieved Bsuearning
outcome, you can start on the next unit. Procedtl hyn unit
through the course and try to space your studiiaoybu can keep
yourself on schedule.

17.  After completing the last unit, review the rs®I and prepare
yourself for the final examination. Check that ylwave achieved
the unit outcome (listed at the beginning of eaalt)uand the
course objectives (listed in the course guide).

CONCLUSION

This is a practical course so you will get the lmegtof it if you cultivate
the habit of assessing the actions of internatiantdrs in the light of the
prediction of the theories of International Relaticand the nature and
theories of strategic thinking and strategic pstdefense and security
policies as studied in this course.

SUMMARY

POL 851: Theories and Strategic Analyses in Intéwnal Relations,
provides students the opportunity to learn and tstded fundamental
concepts in International Relations as well as stowith which to
strategically analyze activities and events inittternational system. All
the basic course materials that you need to sucdigssomplete the
course are provided. At the end, you will be able t

. discuss theories of International Relations

. analyze the features of contemporary internatisysiem.

o write the characters of main actors at the intéonat system and;

o make strategic analysis of activities and eventlennternational
system.
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POL 851 MODULE 1

MODULE 1 INTRODUCTION TO THEORIES OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATION
Unit 1 Basis of Theories dhternational Relations
Unit 2 Relevance of and Relationship between Theand
Practice in International Relations.
Unit 3 Nature of the International Political System
Unit 4 Power distribution in the international pimal system

UNIT 1 BASISOF THEORIES OF INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS

Unit Structure

1.1 Introduction

1.2  Learning Outcome

1.3  Background to Theories iiternational Relations

1.4  European State System as a Model

1.5 World War 1 and the Evolution of Theories oternational
Relations

1.6 Summary

1.7 ReferencéBurther Readings/Web Sources

1.8 Possible Answers tBelf-assessment Exercise

&
@1.1 I ntroduction

Drawing largely from the history of European ingate system, this
module provides a backdrop to theories Ioternational Relations
Contributions of notable political thinkers whoseorss laid the
foundation to the development of theoriedniérnational Relationsre
considered. Landmark events that shaped concepitheses and
theories ofinternational Relationare discussed. Importantly, the module
factors in the impact of the First World War in thald-up of theories of
International Relations
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INTERNATIONALRELATIONS

@ 1.2  Learning Outcome

By the end of this Unit, you will be able to:

o discuss the background to the development of tesoof
International Relations

. examine the emergence of taropean state system as a model in
International Relations,

o analyze important global events, especially thetRivorld War,
that contributed to the development of theoriednbérnational
Relations

Background to Theories of I nter national Relations

This history of International Relations theory iisked to the history of
the European states system characterized by imcgeaspate of
interdependence and interstate relations occasilamgdly by the onset
of the industrial revolution. According to Spindl€013), inter-state
theoretical assumptions arose from the need toiggmcientific tools of
analysis required to describe and explain inteisest between the
International Relations of states and organizedothgtical works on
motivations, dynamics and logics underlying the awbrs of
international actors. The rise of states and thergence of states system
(international society) is at the core of the higtof political thought and
theories of International Relations. Rising promice of inter-state
relations induced the quest for the exploratiothebretical assumptions
that could meaningfully incorporate and project sloeial relevance of
interdependency among states.

During the early sixteen century, political thinkedike Niccolo
Machiavelli wrote concerning how a state could stevand cope with
external threats, pointing attention to states’awébr in International
Relations. By the mid-seventeenth century, the cgpla of state
sovereignty which was an aftermath of the end ef1t618-1648 (Thirty
Years) war — the Peace of Westphalia — had beeablested. Around
1651, Thomas Hobbes’ work on theviathanhad gained global attention
and specifically encouraged discussions on tha-sitde relations of
sovereign states in the international system asphca of the type of
relations observable among individuals prior to dhganization of state
systems. Hobbes’ perception of a state of war guistc politics later
became foundational for the formulation of Inteima&l Relations
theories beginning with Realism. Thomas Hobbes thadirst modern
political philosopher to describe International & ins as anarchical. His

2
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description of the international system as one ifstate of nature”
impacted heavily on future development of theorésinternational
Relations (Griffiths and O’Callaghan, 2002).

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

What necessitated the study of theories of Inteynat Relations?
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this ques

1.4 European State System asa Model

From the mid-seventeenth century to the nineteeatitury, a survey on
the European states system showed increased atéenstlations and
diplomatic activities including the summoning oét@ongress of Vienna
(1814-15) where the various European states ughel@tlea of balance
of power in the aftermaths of the Napoleonic warse Congress of
Vienna was the first of a series of internationaletngs that came to be
known as the Concert of Europe. The Concert of geigoattempt to
forge a balance of power in Europe helped to maintéernational peace
and security for about a hundred years (1815-18%4) collapsed only
after the outbreak of World War 1. Beyond politicakecurity and
diplomatic contacts during times of war in Europmcreasing
interdependence of states in areas of economicaegeh grew in
importance. Adam Smith’'s work oAn Inquiry into the Nature and
Causes of the Wealth of Natiofi&76) and David Ricardo’s stud@n
the Principles of Political Economy and Taxati(i817)also provided
useful theoretical insights to learning and undewding the concept and
gains of international division of labor in intaate relations and further
integration of national markets.

Signs and threats of war became more noticeabltheatperiod of
increased interdependence of inter-state activitigde wonder that the
19th century which witnessed massive expansionndustrialization
activities coincided with the emergence of inteiorsl peace movements
after the Napoleonic Wars in Europe and later ip thS. Peace
movements comprising a collection of private ciigedrawn from
different social classes and groups were formedh whie major of
objectives of downgrading predatory foreign poltemdencies of states
in the international system. Discouraging exparistanilitary behaviors
in the interaction of state and promoting equabfyopportunity and
freedom of International Relations were among tloalg of Peace
Societies that emerged. ‘Foundations such as thé WArnegie
Endowment for International Peace and the Worldc@dgoundation,
both founded in 1910, were powerful actors thattgonted to the
establishment of International Relations as an exwaa discipline after
World War 1’ (Spindler, 2013: 20). Following therRRePeace Conference

3
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of 1919, there was an urgent need to systematicayrogate reasons
behind state rivalries and unhealthy competitiom®r@g nations in the
international system. As the search for scienirfgquiry to explain inter-
state conflicts gathered momentum especially in Ws and Britain,
private organizations such as the Carnegie Endowifoernternational
Peace and the World Peace Foundation helped tolineolfinds and
supports for the establishment of chairs of Inteonal Relations to boost
the study of inter-state conflicts.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

What was the major contribution of the Concert airdpe to
International Relations?
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this question.

1.5 World War 1 and the Evolution of Theories of
I nter national Relations

One great lesson of WW 1 was that convergence aighis and the
conclusion that no more should matters of war aedcp be left to
politicians and diplomats. A conscious and systensatidy of the causes
of war and conditions necessary for peace becami@laingredient to
helping politics pursue global peace. In all, ilngortant to view the rise
of International Relations theory within the paraene of two crucial
developments. One was the historical process @& dtamation and
processes of centralization of power in a Sovereigansformation of
political organizations from what they were duridjddle Ages to
becoming modern states was essential in rootinghtheretical basis of
International Relations theories. Second was theldpment of states
system in Europe. As soon as centralized sovergmpes surfaced, the
need to ensure the security and welfare of naticitiaéns in an emerging
inter-state network became more pronounced justveas for increased
economic gains from an interdependent states systeemsifying global
trade, transportation, security and other new esierontacts rose almost
simultaneously with growth in more systematic uwisippolitical thoughts
and theoretical reflections in International Relas.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

What was the greatest impact of World War 1 ondéeelopment of
theories of International Relations?
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this ques
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1.6 Summary

The unit examined trajectories in the developmehttieeories of
International Relationdn the study, the European state system served as
the bedrock in the evaluation and articulation olfitigal thoughts that
gave rise to theoretical postulations on interddpane and inter-state
relations across the globe. Writings of promineoiitigal thinkers like
Niccolo Machiavelli, Thomas Hobbes, Adams Smith &a¥id Ricardo
were seen to have made useful contributions infibid. Lastly, major
inter-states events such as 11648-1648 (Thirty Years) religious war in
Europe which led to the Peace of Westphalia, theg&ss of Vienna
(1815) and the First World War were evaluated as esdemstorical
legacies in the emergencetbéories ofinternational Relations

Lg} 1.7 References/Further ReadingsWeb Sour ces

Griffiths, M. and O’Callaghan, T., (2002nternational Relations: The
Key ConceptsLondon and New York: Routledge.

Spindler, M., (2013).International Relations: A Self-Study Guide to
Theory Toronto: Barbara 2w32Budrich Publishers.

ﬁlﬁ Possible Answer sto Self-Assessment Exercise

Self-Assessment Exercise 1
The study of theories of International Relations wacessitated by the
need to provide scientific tools of analysis reqgdito describe and
explain motivations, dynamics and logics underlyihg behaviors o‘f
international actors and events taking place innternational system.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2
The Concert of Europe’s balance of power helpedmaintain
international peace and security for about a huhyears (1815-1914

N

Self-Assessment Exercise 3
World War 1 led to the consensus that no more shimaltters of waf
and peace be left to politicians and diplomats. Segnently, the
scientific study of the causes of war and condgiinacessary for peace
became a vital ingredient to helping politicssue global peac:
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UNIT 2 RELEVANCE OF AND RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN THEORY AND PRACTICE IN
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Unit Structure

2.1 Introduction

2.2  Learning Outcome

2.3 Meaning, Importance and Main Features of Tlesoriof
International Relations

2.4  Separating Theories of International Rees from Power Politics

2.5 Linking Theories and Practice in Interoasil Relations
2.5.1 Evolving Nature of Theories of InternatioRadlations

2.6 Summary

2.7 ReferencéBurther Readings/Web Sources

2.8 Possible Answers tBelf-assessment Exercises

@2.1 I ntroduction

Unit Two defines and explains theory as well asirtportance in the
study of International Relations. It also expldinsories of International
Relations and the basic assumptions that charaetéinem. The unit
provides insight on how theories of Internationadld®ions serve as
guiding framework to analyzing empirical scenatiioat play out in the
international system. Effort was made to highligtdtme risks that
confront students of Political Science in the ude tleeories of
International Relations. The risk of not letting timfluence of personal
values, history, morality as well as the dominawnteworldviews of
prominent personalities and policy makers distartrosrepresent the
essence of theories on International Relationsstrassed. Emphasizing
neutrality and detachment from environmental inficess and personal
sentiments are stressed as a way to guaranteeavisipning of reliable
theories of International Relations. Lastly, Unitv@ points out the
necessity for the review and repositioning of tiherof International
Relations in the light of growing complexities bktinternational system
and changing behaviors of world actors.
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@ 2.2 L ear ning Outcomes

By the end of this Unit, you will be able to:

o discuss the meaning of theories of Internationdh#tans.

o evaluate the relevance of theories of Internatiétedations in the
analyses of interactions of states and non-stabesacn the world
stage.

o analyze major safeguards against prejudice in gpdication of

theories of international relations.

Meaning, Importance and Main Features of
Theories of I nter national Relations

Theory is applicable in all academic disciplinedd @andamental to

understanding social and behavioral issues inatenal Relations. It

gives insight into any phenomenon selected for shgation and also

enhances efforts towards organizing observablesidead realities.

Theory can be described as a ‘body of interrelptegosition, statement
and concepts subjected to empirical verificatioRelggasamy, 2016:
121). It can also be understood as a set of icesexkbon general principles
arranged to harmonize thoughts, explain and juatsituation (Abumere,

2017). The importance of theory in the Social Soésnmanifest in its

ability to proffer better perspectives to handlisgcial practices and
improving social behaviors. Theories provide reklly comprehensive

conceptual clarifications to complex circumstanitgeugh an organized
framework of hypotheses developed to provide \edsl& contexts on

critical situations.

Broadly speaking, theories of International Relagioefer to ‘traditions

of speculation about relations between states wioiclis on the struggle
for power, the nature of international society #m@possibility of a world

community’ (Burchill, et. al., 2005: 12). Accordig Donnelly, ‘Theory

is artful abstraction. ... Theories are beacons derms filters that direct
us to what, according to the theory, is essentieuhderstanding some
part of the world’ (2005: 30). In another path, @@ think of theories of
International Relations as ‘the body of generalppsitions that are
advanced in relation to political relations betwstates in world politics
(Jurgensen, 2021). Theories of International Ratati embody

harmonized assumptions that help to build useahledworks within

which analytical perspectives necessary to fatdlitahe study,

interpretation, understanding, description and ipt&oh of events taking

place on the world stage are developed.
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Theories of International Relations can be seens@sal models,
paradigm and schools of thought which reflect acdpson of how the
international system ought to be conceptualizedasd expositions on
preferable methods to explaining and predictingrimational activities.
Theories create vital bridges and platforms thabatiren academic
intersections that facilitate linking up existingpotheses with emerging
empirical phenomena. With theories it is easieydoio-scientifically test
and measure the international practices as webetsviors of states
(sovereign nation-states) and non-state actonrssftegional corporations,
international organizations, international non-goweental
organizations, global social movements) and sulesgtyuperiscope the
likelihood of future occurrences.

How best to manage empirical scenarios that cotigtanfold in the
comity of nations with a view to addressing multidinsional
complexities of the seemingly anarchical globalteys constitute the
major attention of theories of International Relaf. Theories of
International Relations attempt to sieve and glalastractions extracted
from the interaction of actors and dynamic forded aippear to dominate
and drive the direction of international politigaternational economy
and international law.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

Define theories of International Relations.
Not more than 3 minutes to answer this ques

2.4 Separating Theories of International Relations from
Power Politics

Knowledge production by the academia and researsfiitutions in the
field of International Relations are critical inaghing the guiding
principles utilized by state actors, government aoditicians in their
actual engagements in foreign relations. Howevbe tegrees of
neutrality, translucence and isolation of theookmternational Relations
have come under strenuous scrutiny. There are Echufothought
questioning the reliability of models and paradigalisgedly promoted
by hegemonic and influential groups or interestosehauthorities are
overbearing. The speculation is that students diti¢dd Science and
International Relations may be subjected to thé& m$ thinking,
discussing and accepting the agenda and worldviésading state actors
and politicians as the correct picture of globdltjms.

It should be the discretion of each student to dkeavhether or not
theories of International Relations are built thee and support specific
and/or dominant social force (Smith, 2003). Howeuerternational
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Relations theorists and scholars must have to adbep elements of
personal values, private sentiments and issuethmfseand morality are
always popping up in academic environments as they integral

components in processes of academic enquiry. Tieaeto which social
scientists are able to detach influences of thensgnality and private
principles and concentrate academic energies osesiigating facts in
order to generate theories with high percentagaragtical implications

for the international system remains unknown. Amghshort of the

above would imply that International Relations the® are unavoidably
enmeshed in political games governed by eliteshef dtate and thus
demonstrating that there is nothing like separabibtheory from power
politics of leading state actors and also that poaed knowledge
production are in practice intertwined.

For those influenced by Marxism, theories of In&ional Relations have
to focus on the behavior of social forces, clasatimns, states and on
world order if it must understand trends that ainghe interplay of global
hegemony and the accompanying counter-hegemoniements. Those
within this school of thought are largely interesta the global power-
play and the outcomes of complex interface betvaeninant and minor
classes at work in the international society. Trage doubts about the
neutrality of theories of International Relatiorechuse theory ‘is always
for someone, always for some purpose ... all knowdedgims about the
world are made in the context of power. (Smith, 208235)’. Smith
reinforces this position with reference to the tielaship between the
discipline of International Relations in the 1920l the interests of the
dominant powers of that era, the U.K. and the WaS.well as the
relationship between the overriding themes of haéonal Relations
since 1945 and the foreign policy agenda of the U.S

Self-Assessment Exer cise2

Why is it important to delink theories of Interra@tal Relations from
power politics?
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this question.

2.5 Linking Theoriesand Practicein I nternational Relations

The interplay of theory and practice in InternatibiRelations finds
expression in the nature of accessibility, exchamagel interaction
between theoretical models produced by social #sterand their utility
value in the agenda of state politicians respoasibt foreign policy
decisions. The probability that models sold to giméns would be of
value and use has no guarantees. As Smith mentitdreéhjunction to
speak truth to power implies that those in power latening. It is not
obvious that power wants to hear from academiasgriteis saying what
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power wants to hear. Nor is it at all clear thditjpeans are listening for
new ideas or novel interpretations ... they look tigio it and pick the
mix of insights and ideas that suit them by helgimgm to achieve their
existing policy preferences’ (Smith, 2003: 236-23Y)major outcome of
the failure to constructively bridge the gap betw#eory and practice in
International Relations is that social scientiste anable to focus on
priorities or emphasize pressing problems considetie risk they might
clash with the agenda setting of state elites aslliggans. In such a
scenario, it becomes extremely difficult for thetsito isolate personal
values and sentiments from their reading and in¢sgion of events,
thereby placing theory and practice on distincesph of study.

Theories gain relevance and prominence if they able to make
generalizations, provide operational framework g&tes as necessary
toolboxes required to explain international praagiand predict possible
outcomes of global events. There are many theafeBiternational
Relations and none can be said to contain all nbegral ingredients
adequate enough to present a single and globatipreed standard
approach to interpreting world events. Instead, twhlaiains is that
existing theories of International Relations aréeofinterconnected or
built into various compartments which are ultimataimed at providing
general answers to questions bordering on actions iaactions of
international actors and practices. By extensibare is no one total or
perfect theory of International Relations. The egeace and broader
acceptance of any social science theory depengalyaon the capability
of the theory to prevail in debates with other emwling and alternative
models seeking attention. Theories usually deriteength from
widespread or long practiced systems of thoughtoetiéfs (Burchill, et.
al., 2005).

A reasonable level of knowledge of theories of imd¢ional Relations
empowers us to understand operations and eventsodtar in the
international system and subsequently helps umé&gine, explain and
also predict the world we live in. With adequateaseness of existing
theories of International Relations, we are able utdbundle the
trajectories and complexities of the world politisgstem and without
much difficulty simplify what appears to be a comated global arena
engulfed in crises, conflicts and wars. By implicat theories of
International Relations provide road maps thatguidr quest to seek and
make interpretations of the complex network of és¢hat take place in
international politics and relations (Mcglinchey, &., 2017).

Some of the major ingredients and tools requireattivate and organize
theories of International Relations include vamraduch as states, human
population, national governments, organizationgasd and societal
norms, peoples’ history, gender issues and relgt@conomic conditions
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of states, national territories and geographies, ktis expected that
theorists and Social Scientists would utilize thiesds to create or design
a simplified, understandable and workable genextadims upon which it

become easier to read, analyze and interpret gladygenings. In other
words, theories of International Relations prowidevith methodological

approaches, tools of analysis and paradigms negdssaxplain and even
predict occurrences that unfold as nations engagaivierse forms of

interaction of both cooperation and conflicts ie thorld system.

Self-Assessment Exercise3

There are many theories of International Relatam$ none can be said
to contain all integral ingredients adequate endogpresent a singl
and globally endorsed standard approach to inténgrevorld events.

Is the above statement true or false?
Not more than 2 minutes to answer this question.

2.5.1 Evolving Nature of Theories of I nter national Relations

It is important to mention that International Relas theories evolve.
Theories are products of conjectures, and are dalyle if or when the
conjectures are confirmed (Abumere, 2017). As theplexity of the
international system and intricacy of activitiesstdites grow, the greater
the need to review, adjust and advance more Irtierrsd Relations
theories in order to make available corresponda@gigm, models and
approaches necessary to situate and explain thergyalensity of states’
behaviors and major innovations across the globmmFReliance on the
use of philosophical traditions and historical sliations to scientific
approaches, International Relations experts havaysl made efforts to
provide methodological frameworks for the analysésinternational
events as well as answers fundamental to generglparceived patterns
of activities in the international system. Thusics the 1960s, there has
been a remarkable growth in the number of scientifiethodologies
introduced to enhance and build new theories @riational Relations
and develop higher levels of predictive accuracytha reading and
forecasting of global phenomena (Burchill, et. 2005).

A new theory could emerge for the sole purposeplacing an old theory
that is no longer relevant or reliable. Prior te th century BC, humanity
was meant to accept that planet earth was fldtape. This theory which
held sway for a long time in human history has bpeven unreliable
and thus substituted as creativity in science aodrnology has enhanced
human understanding of the earth. Similarly, théhdrto popular
Malthusian Theory regarding the adverse implicatioh rising human
population and diminishing food supply have largegéen countered as
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some states (Western countries in particular) lpmggen their capacity
to increase food and resource supply while sucegshanaging growth
in human population.

Furthermore, at the end of the First World War, ynaommentators,
scholars and analysts began to argue intensivaiysigthe reigning and
dominant assumptions upon which states involvethfiséves in power
relations. The human and material cost of WW. 1 eaessal and thus
generated much contention in which old speculataonsideas of power
politics were challenged and massively discreditérbreafter, the search
for the replacement of some previously acceptedribe gained
momentum. For example, the thought that war coelgtevented and
peace ensured if the realists’ emphasis on theeptrand importance of
balance of power were jettisoned and swapped wibhenprogressive
options like the establishment of a system of ctile security and
strengthening international laws. Upon such argusiand several others
which leveraged mainly on the 19th century revoluiry enlightenment
that boosted the believe that human beings ardiweaeasonable and
could therefore make progress by developing comguais capable of
satisfying shared interests, liberalism rapidly vdr@a huge global
attention. However, in spite of its rapid emergengeminence and
dominance, liberalism was later confronted with yriad of criticisms.
Foremost in the list of criticism against liberass reflected in their
imaging as idealists and utopians. Some assessipienised liberalism
and its basic assumptions as overtly too simpl{&uchill, et. al., 2005).
Whenever there arises a significant shift from wiats previously
known, acceptable and practiced in internationditip®, the need to
review existing theories and develop novel modeisaoalyses of
international operations become cogent. The 196k s saw the
development and proliferation of newer theories apdroaches to the
study of International Relations in an era preoeadipvith tremendous
global security threats, nuclear threats of wansarace. Rising military
tension of the period paved way for the rise offiglds like strategic
studies as well as widening in the scope of predicitate behaviors and
foreign policy analyses.

Regardless of challenges that accompany the enwgeihnew and
sometimes competing theories of International Relatand which often
evokes disinterestedness among students who mégr pieect study of
global events (empiricism) without the theories,idt important to

emphasize that theories are a prerequisite foittarbenderstanding and
interpretation of international events. Armed wathificient theories of
International Relations, a student stands a batteance to make
constructive arguments and contextualized them welevant case
studies. Theories are the fundamental toolkits irequfor effective
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analyses of International Relations and reliableedasting of future
global occurrences.

Self-Assessment Exercise 4

D

Is it appropriate to state that theories of Intéomal Relations ars
static?
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this ques

19

2.6 Summary

Unit Two used diverse illustrations to define anglain theories of

International Relations as well as the underlyiegtdires of theories of
International Relations. The evolutionary nature tifeories of

International Relations was extensively demongtrafEhe unit also

established the interface between theories of natemal Relations and
the actual practices of actors in the internatieyatem in relation to their
motivations, behaviors, actions and inactions.I9b @rovided ideas on
how Political Science students can avoid the a@verpacts of either
personal bias or other external variables on theage of theories of
International Relations.
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ﬂZ.S Possible Answersto Self-Assessment Exercise

Self-Assessment Exercise 1
Theories of International Relations can be defiaetodies and models
of speculation about relations between states wiidus on the
struggle for power, the nature of internationalistycand the possibility
of a world community.

—~

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

It is important to separate processes of constrgctheories of
International Relations from power politics in orde prevent the
influence of unnecessary personal sentiments, rallprejudices and
undue political games of state elites from undemgirthe expected
level of neutrality of theories of inter-state attes.

Sdf-Assessment Exercise 3
True.

Sdf-Assessment Exercise 4
False
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UNIT 3 NATURE OF THE INTERNATIONAL
POLITICAL SYSTEM

Unit Structure

3.1 Introduction

3.2 Learning Outcome

3.3  Cooperation and Conflict in the InternatioBgstem
3.4  Sovereignty and Anarchy in the Internationadt&sm
3.5 Elements of Cooperation in the Internationgdt&m
3.6  Summary

3.7 ReferencéBurther Readings/Web Sources

3.8 Possible Answers tBelf-assessment Exercise

@3.1 I ntroduction

The unit identifies and discusses the nature amd fif the international
system. It describes the character of actors e atail non-state actors that
are engaged in operational activities of the irdBomal system. The
existence of cooperation and conflict in a worldteyn that is generally
characterized as anarchical and without a centretigning agency and
institution is explained. There are sovereign stétat control the internal
affairs of their various territorial jurisdictiorand seek to maximize their
national interests from their global setting. R&ali liberalism and other
theoretical traditions have been developed to dmscand interpret
reasons behind the motivations and behaviors ofsat the international
system. Regardless of the chaotic nature of tleenational system, there
are essential structures like the United Nationd ather international
organizations as well as treaties that are eshsdisamong actors to
ensure cooperation and harmony in the internatisystem.

@ 3.2 Learning Outcome

By the end of this unit, you will be able to

. analyze the international system based on its cterraations of
cooperation and conflict.

. discuss notions of sovereignty and anarchy in tiiermational
system.

. evaluate and discuss the place of existing strestisuch as

international laws, trade treaties, the United dia&i and other
international organizations in the internationadteyn.
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Cooperation and Conflict in the International
System

A system refers to a set of components linked togetvith special
relations and functions in which each structuralt uninctions in
collaboration with others to pursue and achieve room goals.
Expectedly, various components combine in harmadnjunction and
purpose to enable a system exist as a whole arng gmel condition that
the integral elements are balanced since a lobalahce would result to
a collapse or disintegration of the system. Thermdtional political
system comprises of actors — state and non-staiesaghose operations
are believed to take place in a world environméatt tacks any one
central authority superior to the various componerits (Krejci, 2006).
Some schools of thought hold the anarchical natfithe international
political system accountable for conflicts, chaos avars taking place
across the globe.

In spite of relative peace and signs of cooperaticsome regions of the
world, violence is endemic and remains a constaatufe of global
politics and International Relations. AccordingRammel (1979), the
international society has two faces: one is thatarfflict, struggles and
dialectic of power while the other is best desatilveterms of equilibrium
sustained by societal norms and structures. Thenational system is
riven, disorderly and also bound together by vibleanflicts. It is
pictured as a complex of overlapping and nestaciires replete with
issues of conflict, power balancing, change andsfamation. The
international society is a place of changing camfigions of power and
balancing.

The international political system is generally sidlered as anarchical
and this connotes disorderliness, chaos and lamédsssin the world
system. Thomas Hobbes is said to be the first nmodeolitical
philosopher to discuss and define the Internati®edations of states as
anarchical (Griffiths and O’Callaghan 2002). Hobleescription of what
he referred to as the ‘international state of retiwas had profound
impact on the trajectories of cooperation and écinfh International
Relations. In his analogy of the state of natucemfra domestic prism,
Hobbes argued on reasons why rational personsaldesire to live or
cohabit under a recognized supreme authority ratizer exist in a world
void of order. Without order, there is chaos, tensiuncertainty and
insecurity. The state of nature is one of miserywhich human
communities live in perpetual fear and constaniggte for survival and
yet they are incapable of providing for their oweturity. Under such
precarious security atmosphere, life is nasty,isimuand short because
time and energy is enormously expended on unhegitaggroup rivalry,
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violence and unending clashes (Griffiths and O'&gtilan 2002). During
the period of the state of nature — time when stgdéems had not evolved
— the war of all against all and the law of theglenwere characteristic.
The best way out, in Hobbes calculation, woulddyeditional individuals
to accept to give up their natural freedom andgtevights to an absolute
ruler — the Leviathan — in anticipation for colieet security, protection
and order (Griffiths and O’Callaghan 2002).

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

Discuss anarchy as a major feature of the internatisystem
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this ques

34 Sovereignty and Anarchy in the International System

The world system anarchical considering the absehegy recognized
supreme leader, power or institution saddled withtask of making and
enforcing international laws. Thus, describing itternational political
system as anarchical evokes the idea that the Iglcbae is without a
ruler, governing rules and central authority. Ofirs®, the international
society is void of any recognizable central autiyoempowered with
constitutional responsibilities or saddled with ttask of maintaining
peace and order in the interest of all humanitye Global system is full
of sovereign states, and heterogeneous nationaipgravhich are
autonomous and not bound together by any suprar@jower.

Sovereign states within the international sociexereise legitimate
control over their territories. They can make, ecdoand interpret their
own laws depending on the nature of their own ¢trigins and are not
answerable to any extra-territorial person, highethority or external
institution. Because the international system lack®ntral government
with a monopoly of power, the component statesdesginse of insecurity.

Owing to the individual responsibility of sovereigtates to provide for
the security and welfare of their national popwlasi, it becomes easier to
understand why each state must do everything deswibsurvive in a
porous and self-help global environment (Griffitaed O’Callaghan
2002). States depends on themselves and to soem® ext alliances they
are able to form to protect their nationalitiesat8$ are supposed to
choose alliances to enhance their security anedd a8 minimum cost to
their own autonomy (Ansell and Weber, 1999: 81tEstate will on its
own discretion and decision move to correct or trighy perceived
injustice meted out on it. Incidentally, the re@igeliance on self-help,
which resonates the popular security dilemma cartiing each individual
state, reinforces the choice and disposition towaedorting to violence
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and maximum force and sometimes outright war indaget what is
considered desirable.

Liberalists have been able to challenge the lord-tealists’ tradition of
describing the international political system asarahical. Though,
liberals acknowledge the anarchical nature of tiiernational society,
they decry the realists’ notion of what they peveas overt exaggeration
of the effects of such anarchy on the behavioipastand inactions of
state actors. As highlighted earlier, the inteinadi system is a space of
changing configuration of powers and continuouseasion into new
alliances and pursuit of balance of power. State reon-state actors on
the world stage act within existing structuresxjfectations undergirded
by previously established equilibrium and powembalng. Some of the
structures exist in diverse forms; some forms ateitive and even
unknowingly practiced by international actors (Ruehni979).

Nevertheless, in International Relations, manyefdtructures are known
and formalized with some involving written agreenseand signing of
treaties. International organizations like the BdifNations constitute a
notable structure helping to formulate internatidaas, define the rights
and obligations of members and set in motion argasm of a preferred
global order. With the nestling of existing struetsi within the global
order, the world system acquires the image of @ernational space
where the formalization and balancing of varie@iiests and capabilities
also take place. The quest for a global ordersibla in the continuation
of International Relations of states and non-stattors. International
Relations depict the existence of an exchange tyoceEplete with
negotiation and bargaining between and among ratioriernational
trade, commercial treaties, tourism, capital flovesudent-study
migrations, lending and borrowing and all manneexathanges.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Relying on realism, analyze the place of state gety in the
international system.
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this ques

3.5 Elementsof Cooperation in the International System

Contrary to arguments illustrating the anarchicadture of the

international system, there are indications thatworld system is not so
disorderly. For example, states are recognizedtgynational law which
acknowledges the rights to sovereignty, indepenelearcd equality of
states — a major factor which itself is also limgtithe chances of
achieving a world government. The structure ofithernational political

system reflects a model of the states’ arrangemmeatte up of uneven
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power potential. Thus, although power anarchygeeral and constant
feature of the world political system, the struatutistribution of power
is its concrete variable (Krejci, 2006). In an mtional society
championed by models of libertarians, the U.N. withexecutive and
legislative organs and the ICJ standing (the jaalygiis looked upon to
represent and give direction to a world order.rimi&onal organizations
like the WHO, IMF, and the WTO help to foster glbgavernance. Peace
keeping and enforcement operations are authorizeth® UNSC to
strengthen efforts towards boosting world peacesautirity. A number
of international military interventions have beeaduw in the Middle East
and African regions (Rummel, 1979), including th®12 UN'’s
authorization of military intervention led by thenited States and its
Western allies in Libya. Having lobbied and won support of Russia
and China, the West garnered legitimacy for itgtariy action in Libya
by evoking the UNSC Resolution of 1973 (Liu, 2013).

Our analyses so far do not seek to obliterate xistesce and place of
impositions and use of coercion in the internatiGyatem. Many times,
we find the use of economic tools such as foreigh taade wars and
economic sanctions, debt cancellation and forgisena compelling
unwilling states to conform with certain behavidégyond the example
of pressing and far-reaching economic sanctionsnteouon Russia by
the US and its Western allies owing to Russia’sagien of Ukraine in
February, 2022, there are multiple scenarios depigtenchant to utilize
coercion or threats in order to extract obediemoenfother states in the
international system. For example, regardlessefdility of the impacts
of geopolitical tension, quest for cleaner sourakeenergy, adoption of
new technology and problems of oversupply and dedh demands for
oil, the use of state power by the Oil Producing&xing Countries to
establish a monopolistic cartel with enormous pew#s control,
determine and raise oil prices cannot be ignored.

Overall, it is vital to indicate that the interraial system is open to
participation by states and non-state actors, vatiyp and also on

grounds of equal operations. Quest for dominanegsible and political

competition is always going on as it were during ¢ina of the Cold War
when the western military alliance of the NATO ahd military network

of forces co-opted by the USSR were strategicalighpd against each
other. Similarly, economic and political rivalrigeew between capitalist
and socialist international forces. Internationalmdcracy movements
oppose totalitarian states, authoritarian commufastes and anti-
democracy movements.

On a more critical assessment, one could opine désatith incidents of

violent conflicts and wars, the unpredictabilitydaanarchical nature of
the international system cut across only specifeas of International
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Relations and over a given period of time. On ttleeohand, much of
International Relations encompasses observablerpatand is therefore
susceptible to predictions and expectations. Theeediplomatic rules
and regulations which guide the interactions ofestaand ambassadors
make representation based on established diplowzdies. International
treaties are signed and both states and non-stiades aoperate within
agreed limits. Global trade flourishes becausedsém world commercial
markets are forecast. Inter-state travels are agdrexcept in situations
where illegal migrants sidestep state immigratawd. Of course, even
when states engage in activities capable of induwiars, such behaviors
are also predictable. In fact, International Reladiand activities in the
global arena are not really more disorderly, anaettand unpredictable
than situations of normlessness, chaos and insg¢hat obtain in many
of the sovereign states themselves (Rummel, 1979).

Regardless of the divergences that appear in tbgeahnalyses and
exposition of the nature and organization of theermational political
system, it is at the discretion of a student ofital Science and
International Relations to examine and determieeatttual picture of the
global society as well as the character of relatiooticeable among
international actors. There are opinions stresdimat International
Relations comprise majorly a world system of intéomn of states and
non-state actors in which the operation of a lichl@vernment serves to
guarantee the protection of international law ane security of the
comity of states. The international system is mageof independent
actors who are, largely for reasons of abundandesaarcity of human
and material resource, drawn to each other for geep of exchange.
However, it must be admitted that the 21st cenisrgharacterized by
rapid changes in International Relations. Considethe features of the
existing international system including rising njdiarity, diffusion of
power among states and non-state actors (multimgticompanies,
transnational crime organizations, terrorist groupackers-networks,
etc.), increasing importance of regional organaadj relative weakening
of Western nations, new centers of power and ddetors, activities of
international actors have acquired new outlooks@¢@uia, 2018).

Self-Assessment Exercise3

Analyze cooperation as a major feature of the in@gonal system.
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this ques
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3.6 Summary

Unit 3 has examined the existence of actors, btdte sand non-state
actors, in an international system generally vie@wedinarchical. It also
evaluated the side-by-side manifestations of elésneincooperation and
conflicts in the world arena. The importance ofistures like the United
Nations and economic ties among actors were illateih

N

Ansell, C. K. and Weber, S., (1999). Organizingeinational Politics:
Sovereign and Open  Systems, International Palit8cience
Review, Vol. 20, No. 1, pp. 73-93

3.7 Reference/Further Readings/Web Sour ces

Gorodnia, (2018). Major Features of the 21st Cegntimternational
System from Ukraine’s Perspective, in Kordonska, &hd
Romaniuk R., (eds.)Modern Geopolitics as a Challenge for
International Security)van Franko National University of Lviv,
Lviv-Olsztyn, 192, 13-21. Retrieved from
https://elibrary.ivinas.gov.ua/3537/1/Majorfeaturésrodnia.pdf
. Date Accessed: October 6, 2022.

Griffiths, M. and O’Callaghan, T., (2002). Interimatal Relations: The
Key Concepts. London and New York: Routledge.

Krejci, O., (2006)International Politics Vol. 1: Global Political System,
Faculty of PoliticalnScience and International Relss, Matej Bel
University, Banska Bystrica.

Liu, Y., (2013). On the Great Power Interventiontie Middle East
Upheaval and Political Trend in the Middle Ea3turnal of
Middle East and Islamic Studies (in Asi&ol. 7, No 2, 1-34,
https://doi.org/10.1080/19370679.2013.12023221

Rummel, R. J., (1979). Understanding Conflict andr\Wol 4: War,
Power, Peace, Retrieved from https//:www.hawaiijgowerkills
IWPP.CHAP2.HTM, Date Accessed: May 31, 2022.

21



POL 851 THEORIES AND STRATEGIC ANALYSIS IN
INTERNATIONALRELATIONS

ﬁB.S Possible Answer sto Self-assessment Exer cise

Self-Assessment Exercise 1
Anarchy is a major feature of the internationategsconsidering tha
violent conflict, chaos and wars take place actbesglobe largely o
account that the world political environment lacksy one centrg
authority superior to the various component ursarchy can alsq
thrive in the international system because of #ielelp disposition o
actors who do not share the idea of global cooperdtut believe in
using whatever means possible to pursue theiraster

—+

A =]

Self-Assessment Exercise 2
According to realism, sovereign states exercisgitegte control over
their national territories and the internationalstsyn lack any
recognized central government with a monopoly afgo to direct the
component states. This authority-gap in the intigonal system creat
feelings of insecurity among sovereign states. sgquently, realist]
believe that sovereign states should do all withéir power to survive
or achieve their national interest.

P

Self-Assessment Exercise 3
Cooperation exists in the international system beeastates are
recognized by international law which acknowleddles rights to
sovereignty and independence and equality of states operation of
the UN is also symbolic owing to the participatafrstates to its globa
activities.

The UN is expected to represent and give direditoa world order
Also, international organizations like the WHO, IMRe WTO provide
administrative functions and structures of globaleynance
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UNIT 4 POWER DISTRIBUTION IN THE
INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL SYSTEM

Unit Structure

4.1  Introduction

4.2  Learning Outcome

4.3 Westphalian Treaty and Equality of States

4.4  From Superpowers, Great powers, Middle Potwevéeak Powers

4.5 The Polarity Model of Power Distribution inetinternational
System

4.6 Summary

4.7  ReferencéBurther Readings/Web Sources

4.8 Possible Answers tBelf-assessment Exercise

@4.1 I ntroduction

Since the Treaty of Westphalia — the peace acdgretd in 1648 to end
the thirty years war (1618-1648) which killed abaeight million
Europeans during the Holy Roman empire — sovergiigies exist on the
premise of equality of states, not minding variasian their resource and
power capabilities. But beyond this theoreticaltedzgion, differences in
power capability imply that their probability toldeving their national
goals is not the same. Differentials in power cépdave culminated to
taxonomies of power stratifications in the interoaal system —
superpowers, great powers, middle powers and gmea#k) powers. In
another dimension, power distribution in the in&ional system could
also be analyzed through polarity-lens — multiptarbipolarity and
unipolarity — three forms of balance of power agement.

@ 4.2  Learning Outcomes
By the end of this unit, you will be able to:
o analyze and explain reasons for the variationsenprinciples of

the Westphalia Treaty and the actual existenceefual relations
of states in the international system.

. discuss power distribution among states from thggeaaf power-
polarities — multi-polarity, bi-polarity and unigoity.
o evaluate differences in state-power based on cdosiced

superpowers, great powers, middle powers and weaks in the
international system.

23



POL 851 THEORIES AND STRATEGIC ANALYSIS IN
INTERNATIONALRELATIONS

Westphalian Treaty and Equality of States

A major outcome of the Westphalian system was #¢eegnition of the
legal equality of states with regards to recipraeapect for each other’s
sovereignty status. Till date, every country in thi§GA has one vote
each regardless of actual differentials in poweqyabdity. Each state
determines its internal laws, constitutional pramns as well as the
framing of the aims and objectives of its foreigiigy. By implication,
sovereign states are not under any obligation mmpedsion to recognize
the supremacy of supranational authorities and atabe compelled to
submit their national responsibilities to any emtdrorganizations.

But in spite of the freedom and choice of stateshow to pursue the
realization of each state’s national interest aockign policy goals,
differences in power capability implies that theiobability to achieving
national goals are not the same. As such, the tonaif power inequality
in the international political system is establgheClearly, power
stratification in the structure of the internatibmelitical system is a
derivative of the difference in power potentialsofa superpowers, great
powers, middle powers to weak powers, the inteonatipolitical system
is composed of states operating on varied layerstrehgth and their
possibilities are divergent in terms of what thay obtain (Krejci, 2006).

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

In line with the Westphalia Treaty, discuss equalif states in
connection with power capability.
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this question.

44 From Superpowers, Great powers, Middle Powers to
Small Powers

The world’s population could be divided into paldl entities called

states which vary in size and powers. States haga blassified as first,
second, third and even fourth-class powers andsslsmall powers, great
powers and superpower states. However, there éagy criteria for the

classification of state powers across the globee &ione, whether of
population or geographical space, is not a congdugarameter. Prior to
the end of the Second World War, Italy was recogphias a great power.
On the other hand, Brazil, with its great popula@md geographical size,
was not recognized as a great power. Again, ‘Indéupying a sub-

continent and with a population more than twicéege as that of the US
and double that of Russia, is not accorded thas{atandenbosch, 1964:
293)’ of a great power. Some of the elements whgtiermine state power
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such as geographical location and size, manpowgnatural resources,
can be fairly accurately measured, but other factdke technical
proficiency, national psychology, culture and podt institutions are
gualitative and also variable.

In the 15th century Europe, the Mayor of Milan dedl the world into
three types of states — tigeandissime(empires) which may be called
great powers or superpowensiezano(middle powers), andPiccioli
(small powers) (Yalcin, 2012). The superpowerslmareferred to as state
powers that have global agenda as well as the ies@apacity to pursue
their international goals. A superpower is a stéath a dominant position
characterized by its extensive ability to exertuahce or project power
on a global scale. This is done through a combmedns of economic,
military, technological, political, diplomatic, dural and soft power.
Superpower terminology became more prominent aifgvy 2. In the
Cold War era which followed the end of WW 2, twopstpowers
emerged — the US and the SU. After the Cold War,UB stood as the
only superpower as the SU collapsed and Russianesle to maintain
its global recognition as a superpower. On angilere, great powers are
states with certain amount of power consideredigafft to guarantee
their own security protection without seeking altia with other states. A
great power plays a major role in internationalitmsd and possesses
considerable economic, diplomatic and military sty and influence.
Its interest often extends beyond its national eed

Furthermore, there are middle-power states in thednpolitical system.
Constitutively, middle power states are wealthyabkt, egalitarian,
socially democratic, but regionally uninfluentididdle powers exhibit
weak and ambivalent regional orientation, consimgddentities distinct
from powerful states in their regions and offer egging concessions to
pressures for global reforms. A common featurecsipof middle-power
states is that they lack a second-strike capabilitye ability, after being
struck by a nuclear attack, to strike back withleacweapons and cause
massive damage to the enemy. To their advantagklleapower states
enjoy some sense of security and have sufficieahgth and authority to
stand on their own without the need of help frommeo$ (Yalcin, 2012).
In line with Yalcin, the foreign policies of the dile powers are
characterized by behaviors such as ‘their tendém@ursue multilateral
solutions to international problems, their williregs to seek compromise
positions in international disputes, and their pregdness to embrace
notions of good international citizenship to guiteir diplomacy.

Lastly, the international political system also gises weak powers or
small states that relatively have no recognized grostatus and rely
largely on the support of external powers gredtan themselves in order
to achieve security protection (Krejci, 2006). Snsthtes are states
characterized by limited national capabilitiesdtiele to other countries’
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capabilities) and the way it uses such capabilitiethe pursuit of its
foreign policy objectives. They are challenged bycural weaknesses
such as fewer inhabitants, smaller domestic markatsl GDP) and
limited military strength as compared to larger rnies. Initially, small

states were seen as domestically and internatjonakak. Such

perception is partly related to the inability of ainstates to contend
militarily in wars with the great powers on equatrs (Vandenbosch,
1964). Many of the assumptions have been provemgyrwith small

states now being seen as economically and adnaitiigly smart, salient
and resilient and more suitable to adjust to glob@hpetitions and
challenges.

In all of this, it should be reiterated that theusture of the international
political system is simply the fallout of the nauand pattern of
interaction (individual or in alliance) of smalagts, middle-power states,
great powers and superpowers as they make effopsirsue, promote
and actualize their various and diverse nationdliaternational agenda
(Krejci, 2006). Regardless of the size and powpabdity of small states,
middle-power states, great powers and superpoterparticipation and
relevance of each group cannot be underestimatagortantly, the
disparities that characterize the power straticatof state actors
demonstrate that the structure of the internatiqgaitical system is
hierarchical, though not hierarchical in the saemse of the organogram
that exist within states. Unlike state hierarchypofver noticeable in the
domestic political setting of sovereign states, tifyge of hierarchy that
exists in the international political system is angj based on differences
visible in the security and power capacity of sns#dites, middle-power
states, great powers and superpowers contingentglpbal standards of
power index. As it were, the relatively more powérktates often
influence or dictate trends in power relationsha entire world system
as their actions and inactions determine prevaitiognative values that
shape the direction of International Relations #&ethaviors of other
states.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Discuss one major feature of a superpower in mato power
distribution in the international system.
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this question.

45 The Polarity Model of Power Distribution in the
I nternational System

In International Relations, the word “polarity’siused to measure the
structures and distribution of power in the intéior@al system.
‘Although, polarity has been defined and measuned variety of ways,
one of the most popular methods involves countiegrtumber of states
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that are “particularly powerful” relative to theemaining states in the
system’ (Manfield, 1993: 106). Extending the les$arther on power
distribution and structures of the internationalitmal system, we could
also assess three models of power dispersion -polaltity, bipolarity
and unipolarity — three forms of balance of poweagement. In other
words, there are commonly three types of polarityey are one great
power or one polar (unipolarity), two great powess two poles
(bipolarity), and more than two great powers or entran two poles
(multipolarity) (Keersmaeker, (2017).

In a multipolar international political system, eéleror more great powers
exist. Each great power constitutes a significamérnational force,
articulates its individual national goals, pursitssown foreign policy
while also observing and respecting the sovereigmy relevance of
other great powers. A good example of a multipsjestem is the Concert
of Europe which held and maintained European balaotc power
between the Napoleonic Wars and the time of WWlatAke time, Great
Britain, with certain qualities of separatenessprapiable amount of
power, national interest and normative values,dagethe balancer in the
multipolar system that emerged. Great Britain olesgrand filled in
security gaps by forming alliance with weaker cestef power or states
in order to either maintain or renew lopsided pceeguilibrium.

Aside the political sphere, there are significaminsformations in the
world’s economic system, in the context of multgrdly. In over a

decade, there has been a noticeable change in dhid'sveconomy

characterized not only by the intensification obledlization processes,
but also by the transformation of the geo-econdeadership’s polarity.

‘Just as the collapse of the Soviet Union desightite end of the bipolar
economic and political order, the recent globabficial and economic
crisis became the catalyst of the processes forngageconomic
multipolarity. ... the most important aspect of tkeomic multipolarity

is connected with the rise of new global economsiaders, or entire
integration groups which are becoming increasingmportant

participants of the international division of laband geopolitical

processes’ (Arkhipov and Yeletsky, 2015: 59). THRI®S and powerful

economic unions like the European Union have coutedd hugely in

reshaping the world economic system.

In a bipolar world political system, two known stadctors exist and
influence the direction of behavior of other int&ional actors. The two
sides that constitute centers of power are relgtipewerful and can
compete almost on equal capacities. While the puldr system is
maintained by the balance of power mechanism expthiabove, the
bipolar world political system is maintained thrbugeans of balance of
fears and terror on both sides. Besides the exaplapolarity provided
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by the events of the Cold War and the Peloponnedfan, there are
indications that bipolarity has made a comebact the contemporary
international system. As Kupchan notes:

‘Bipolarity is no longer returning — it is here, dnt is here to stay for the
foreseeable future. News today is dominated by biSaCrelations,
indicating a recognition of today’s bipolar systeamd China continues
to close the gap in the economic realm. The efte#dtsis bipolarity have
substantially deepened as elites in both Washingiath Beijing have
become aware of the new global structure and atemg@@ccordingly. ...
Because the world now has a bipolar distributiorcapabilities, it will
be more peaceful than expected by the consensus vie Bipolar
structure deductively and empirically tends to beageful (stable);
regarding great power war — it is unlikely to happe.. balancing or
competition between China and the United State$ autur in the
economic arena to a far greater extent than in there dangerous
military realm. The term “Cold Peace” best capésrthe current system
...n(2021: 123).

In a unipolar world political system, only one hegmic center of power
is known and stronger than other states or evalliance of states. ‘The
hegemonic holder solves its questions of secundependently; other
great powers and states must first of all respectinterests when
providing for their security’ (Krejci, 2006: 20). Regemonic state has the
necessary power capability required to drive funelatal conditions of a
global order by influencing the will of other intetional players. Though
in principle, there is no world constitution, inagtice, the hegemon acts
as the pacesetter and modernizer because the tmmalarules and
norms governing the international political sysiesue from its preferred
choices. The ability of the hegemon to lead inuthgolar world political
system rests much on its enormous military and @oonwealth.

The status of Great Britain as a hegemony holder py the outbreak of
World War 1 was principally on account of its ecomno advantages,
advantage on the sea, control of vast coloniestandle as the balancer
of power in the Concert of Europe. In today’s wotlte United States is
the global hegemon. US’ hegemony, which actuallgapeto gather
momentum since 1873, anchors largely on its econevealth, military
dominance and the spread of its liberal valuessscthe world. It is
however the belief of realists that other statesild@ome together to
oppose the dominance of the hegemon in order torees balance of
power. Thus, ‘even though, based of realists’ theatl states seek
hegemony to ensure their security; other stategshen system are
incentivized to prevent the emergence of a hegeimprbalancing’
(Usiemure and Gbigbidje, 2018: 5).
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Apparently, contemporary international politicasm does not desire
to see the rise of any hegemony holder. The UNGReaecember 1979

approved a resolution that makes the policy of hemesm unacceptable
and inapplicable to the international system beeanfsits tendency to

promote statism. In the 19th century, traits ofsgder hegemonism were
identified with France while Germany is known tov@amanifested

similar qualities during the 20th century.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

Using the polarity system of analysis of power ribsition in the
international system, what do you understand bpalarity?
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this question.

19

46 Summary

This unit investigated power differentials amoreges in the international
system. lllustrations depicting possibilities aghlke to states on account
of varying capabilities in terms of power posseassiwere shown.
Classifications of state power in the internatiosyatem from parameters
of superpowers, great powers, middle powers andl groaers as well
as power alliances (multipolarity, bipolarity andipolarity) were
discussed.
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ﬁ4.8 Possible Answer s to Self-assessment Exer cise

Self-Assessment Exercise 1
The Treaty of Westphalia provides for equality tdtss. Each state
determines its internal laws, constitutional prawis and foreig
policy. That means that regardless of the powealsidipes of a stat
in terms of resources, population, geographical, sechnology, and 0
on, sovereign states are not under any obligatrocompulsion t
recognize the supremacy of supranational authsraied cannot b
compelled to submit their national responsibilities any external
power.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Superpowers usually have global agenda as wellhasrdsource
capacity to pursue their international goals. Araragle was thé
ideological campaigns and rivalries between thetddnBtates and the
Soviet Union in the period of the Cold War.

\1%4 T

Self-Assessment Exercise 3
In a unipolar world political system, only one hegmic center of
power is known and stronger than other states en @n alliance o
states. In a unipolar world, the hegemon handkessdtcurity crisis
independently. Again, other great powers and statest always
respect the preference and interest of the hegemsiaite when
providing for their own security mechanisr

=2
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MODULE 2 PERSPECTIVES AND ANALYSES OF
THEORIES OF REALISM, IDEALISM AND

IMPERIALISM
Unit 1 Realism
Unit 2 Idealism/Liberalism
Unit 3 Imperialism
Unit 4 Conflict and Conflict Resolution

UNIT 1 REALISM

Unit Structure

1.1  Introduction

1.2  Learning Outcome

1.3 Roots, Meaning and the Main Assumptions ofliR@a
1.4  Classical Realism

1.5 Structural Realism (Neorealism)

1.6 Summary

1.7 References/Further Readings/Web Sources

1.8 Possible Answers tBelf-assessment Exercise

@1.1 I ntroduction

Realism is the oldest and most frequently adogtedry of International
Relations. Though, realism is condemned for rastajes as the sole
and/or most important actors in the internationadtesm and for not
factoring in the relevance of non-state actordhiedonstitution of world
politics, the vitality and visibility of realism omot be underestimated. In
spite of criticisms that exist, realism has mameai a significant position
in the theoretical translation of behavior of state the international
system. The anarchical nature of the internatispsiem and the absence
of any global governing institution is a promindatiture of realism.
Realists liken the selfish nature of human beigshe self-centeredness
of state-actors and therefore emphasize the insntatity of power in
the struggle to achieve the national interest$atés. Realism is also held
responsible for unhealthy competitions and oth@blams associated
with security dilemma such as arms race. In the #gredunit looked into
and exposited two major classes of realism, thatassical and structural
realism.
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@ 1.2 Learning Outcome

By the end of this Unit, you will be able to:

o Analyze the basic assumptions of realism in rehatto the
anarchical international system

. discuss classical realism and the contributiorengfof prominent
classical realist.

o evaluate the position of structural realists inetnational
Relations.

Roots, Meaning and the Main Assumptions of
Realism

As a theory, realism has evolved through the warka series of great
thinkers and analysts. Its intellectual root isenftraced to Thucydides,
the chronicler of the Peloponnesian wars. In himdas work “The
Peloponnesian War”, Thucydides clearly presents ittea that power
trumps justice and morality. Realists’ perspectiwese hugely implied
in the way Thucydides explains the causes of thepBanesian War and
also in the famous “Melian Dialogue” in the statents made by the
Athenian envoys (Korab-Karpowicz, 2017). Thucydidedieves that
‘the cause of the war between the Athenians an&plagtans (around 420
BC) was an increase in Athenian military power #relinsecurity that it
created among the Spartans’ (Griffiths and O’'C&l&ag2002: 261). The
changing distribution of power between the two blat Greek city-
states: the Delian League (under the leadershig\tbéns) and the
Peloponnesian League (under the leadership of &paconstituted a
major source of concern. The growth of Athenian @owoubled the
Spartans who subsequently decided to go to war.

Other notable realists include Niccolo MachiaveMax Weber and
Thomas Hobbes. In the late fifteenth century whexcthMavelli was born,
the widespread notion that politics (internal amtemal) and relations
among states should be virtuous and that the metbbaarfare should
be subordinated to ethical standards was domindfachiavelli

challenged this long-established moral traditiorpolitics. The core of
his thesis rests in his thorough critique of cleasiWestern political
thought as unrealistic and in his separation oftipslfrom ethics and
morality. He attempts to replace ancient virtuestbiics, self-restraint
and other individual qualities of moral considevatiwith existential
qualities of virtu and power. Machiavelli believdsat in the field of
politics, one must act as though everyone elseicked. He justifies
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immoral actions in politics, although he alwaysramkledged that they
were evil (Korab-Karpowicz, 2017).

Some of the exemplary twentieth century figureshia field of realism
include George Kennan, Hans Morgenthau, KennethtAV&einhold
Niebuhr and E. H. Carr. Looking beyond the intdllat roots and
constructs of realism, it is believed that the folation of realism as a
theoretical model and guide to understanding latgonal Relations
began in the 1930s and 40s primarily with the wak&. H Carr and
Hans Morgenthau. In their study and findings, thete that there was no
natural harmony of interests among states travgrgie international
system and that it was a mistake to think thatstiheggle for power by
sovereign states could be tamed by any interndtiawa or liberal values
such as democratization (Griffiths and O’CallagR802: 261).

As a theory, realism essentially emphasizes thepetitiveness and
conflictual side of International Relations. It aeg that international
politics is a struggle for power and a quest fovmsal, which results in a
condition of permanent conflict between states autrany possibility of
evolution or progress (Fernandes, 2016; Antunes Gamalisao, 2018).
From the lens of realism, incompatible goals andlozt are the defining
features of world politics. Without enforceable eimtational rules,
decision makers have little choice but to compeith wther states for
security, status and wealth (Ojo and Olomu, 2021).

In International Relations, realism is a seen asadition of analysis that
stresses the imperatives states face to pursuewar pguolitics of the
national interest’ (Donnelly, 2005: 29). We canoalsiderstand realism
as an International Relations theory that emphagize role of the state,
national interest and power in world politics (Usigre and Gbigbidje,
2018). Power and conflict are central to the staflyealism. States are
constantly working to increase their power advamatagjative to other
states. In the context of realism, power is extigroricial because of the
limitation brought to bear on international politidue to the nature of
human beings as well as the absence of any wonergment. To
Guzzini, realism is not only a ‘theory with whictbservers explain
International Relations, it is also a common sesfeged by practitioners
when they make sense of world politics. Realismtiseoretical language
of observation, and a practical language of aciionyhich International
Relations is thought and spoken’ (2017: 5). Thoagheory, it plays a
significant role in political practice judging froits role as an academic
bank, storage or reservoir of practical historleakons.

One of the basic assumptions of realists is thatdtate is the most

important actor in international politics. This dalargely from the 1648
Treaty of Westphalia where European states condeagel concluded
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arrangements that ended their thirty years wavalt at the meeting that
the European nations accepted the concept ofsiagzeignty and agreed
on the equality of states. No external power deestrecognized to have
authority or power another state. With enormoustany and economic
powers, states wield huge influence and powerstermational politics
and these levels of power and influence are nalabla to individuals
and non-governmental organizations. Another impressumption of
realism is that the state is unitary and ratiordbra Considerations of
cause and effect as well as cost-benefit equatioa<ritically made in
order maximize national objectives of the stateatéStactors are
principally guided by their national interests vehihteracting with other
states. Each state identifies its national goats set its preferences to
align with its national interest. Realists alsoi®a in balance of power
as a potent force in the sustenance of securityoathel. States that are
balance would be less likely to encounter warssTifiwhy realists is
always vigilant on trends in the development of pgwglobal distribution
of power, alliance formation among states (Usiemamd Gbigbidje,
2018).

In line with realists’ postulations, human natuee hasically selfish,
aggressive, sinful and also power-seeking. These $fmman sentiments
drive the engagement and activities of statesenrternational system.
Drawing from these natural human instincts, remlismphasize the
weaknesses and constraints on politics imposediimah egoism and the
absence of international government. Relying maomythe works of E.
H. Carr (The Twenty Years’ Crisis) and Hans Morgewt (Politics
Among Nations), realists believe that innate humastincts and
behaviors are the major influencers of internatigaditics and relations.
Human beings are naturally evil and self-seekingharacter. Similarly,
states have negative attributes inherent in thehwdmch make them evil,
aggressive, self-seeking, power-drunk and wouldmdahing possible to
dominate other states in order to maximize thein mational interests.
Owing to this kind of international system in whistates are continually
egoistic, aggressive and state-centric, war andlicenhave become a
normal phenomenon and endemic in the globe.

Realists also hold the view that states are thddomental units or actors
in international politics. The divergent aims arjectives of states and
the manner in which they pursue their foreign peticas well as the
rivalries they encounter determine and shape iatemmal politics.
Arising from their consideration of the world systef states as anarchic,
realists view security as a central issue. To raartheir security, states
must increase their power and engage in power-balgifior the purpose
of deterring potential aggressors (Korab-Karpowi2z@17). Non-state
actors including MNCs and international organizasiare not considered
as actors in International Relations (Ari, 2018).
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Another important assumption that characterizealism is the
assessment that states are rational actors asfiegyact in accordance
with rules and frameworks that basically push fbe tpursuit and
realization of their national interests. To thelig¢a universal moral
principles cannot be relied upon or applied to dlcdons of states in
International Relations. On the realists’ agenkda,most important issues
in International Relations revolve around secuiritgrest, especially in
areas of political and military concerns. The clenthat state goals and
national interests will be achieved rests hugelytentreatment of state
security as a matter of urgency while every othatesconcern such as
environmental change, health, commerce, trade amdsiment are
secondary and considered as matters of low poliiesause of the high
placement of security in the realists’ categormatithe acquisition and
use of power to maximize as much gains as possbtgitical in the
realists’ proposition and that is why power strgigl a central theme in
International Relations (Ari, 2018).

The anarchical nature of the international systenalso a prominent
feature of realism. There is no organized structiirgovernance or any
recognized central authority from which power flowgh a view to
regulating the interaction of states. In any gigtate in the international
system, there are ministries, departments andgabkncies that help in
the running of the state. for example, in the siécaector, we could find
the police and the military. In the event of anyeegency, these public
institutions hastily come forward to address sitreg (Duguri, et. al.,
2021). There are no such quick response publict®wti the world stage
and there are no established hierarchies for ictsbns to be given.
Consequently, states consider the anarchical anoupmature of the
international arena as a challenge to be addrdsgesfiates alone. The
obligation of providing security and balance inemmational order is
assumed by state, regardless of the conflictingrésts which induces
self-help approach anchored on specific nationairésts of states. The
desperate struggle to provide for state secursty edsults in what is often
described as security dilemma owing to arms raae ukually follows.
As one state increases itself military budget axghads its armament,
other states are alarmed and thus engage in af sbrmilitary and
security projects aimed at offsetting perceivediggcthreats. This also
accounts for reasons why balance of power andtsfforcounterweight
disproportionate rise in the military power of arvisaged hegemon is a
recurring incident in the world security environrhéfri, 2018).

Realism is theoretical account of how the empirintdrnational system
operates. Realist theorists can be grouped intowsipolitical classes
judging mainly by the degree or intensity of the@mmitment to major
assumptions of realism. On this, we will specifizakamine the classical
and the structural Realism.
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Self-Assessment Exercise 1

In the context of anarchical international systaiiscuss the cor
argument of realism?
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this question.

(4%

1.4 Classical Realism

Classical realism draws inspiration from old tramitof political thought.

In the study of classical realism, authors usugtlsd include Thucydides,
Niccolo Machiavelli, Jean-Jaques Rousseau, Wax Wabhd Thomas

Hobbes. However, there are contentions about soimtiese names
belonging to the realist school. For example, isasd that Thucydides
was not a realist on account that InternationabtRats theory did not
exist during his time. No doubt, realism as an rimi&onal Relations
theory emerged in the mid-twentieth century and masly inspired by

the British historian and political scientist, E. Garr. Be that as it may,
we also know that massive similarities exist in élsademic postulations
of these ancient political thinkers and those & thodern world. The
writings and works of earlier philosophers andtixdi thinkers are often
cited to draw inspiration from them and lend crexdeto their timeless
theories (Usiemure and Gbigbidje, 2018).

Edward Hallet Carr assumes that morality and othalities such as
peace and harmony of interests, which are replet¢heé works of
idealism, are relative and not universal. He usescbncept of relativity
of thought which he traced to Marx to show thandads by which
policies are judged are the products of circums&sarand interests. He
believes that the interests of a given party alwgtermine what the party
would regard as the universal moral principles.r@aok this position to
counter the efforts of idealists who note that vgaan aberration in the
course of normal life and the way to prevent itaseducate people for
peace and to build a system of collective secuFty. him, the doctrine
of harmony of interests is often evoked by privédggroups in order to
justify and maintain their dominant position favdiay the status quo. In
place otharmony of interestarr emphasizesonflict of interestsnoting
that the world is torn apart by the divergent iests of different
individuals and groups (Korab-Karpowicz, 2017).

In his book, Leviathan, Hobbes (see, Donnelly, 206&/iews the
dynamics of politics in the pre-social state ofumat In his summation
and submission, Hobbes came up with three majoungssons
illustrating that human beings are equal, but areolved in social
relations in anarchical societies and their behaviand actions are
fundamentally driven by competition and personatigk. These human,
social and natural conditions are responsible iolence and wars in the
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society. On the condition that human wants aremitéd compared to
resources available, scarcity propels unhealthylmgv and violent

conflicts. Owing to the position that men are equaisidering that the
strongest does not have a monopoly of coercionthatdthe weakest
possesses some amount of power capable enoughftortoand kill the

predator either through clandestine plots or ilmadle with individuals of
like-minds, insecurity, barbarism and bloodbathe arevitable. The
absence of government makes the situation even hwréle, volatile

and unpredictable since there is no certainty engiirestion of who is a
friend or an enemy.

A number of assessments and criticisms have beele ma Hobbes’
classical realism. Hobbes himself clearly acknogéxithat the type of
savagery and barbarism described in his book diderist across all
regions of the globe. Like many other scholarstaimkers, Hobbes study
and research was geography-specific and thus mgprehensive enough
to explain his forecast of anarchy in the entiterinational system. Never
the less, Hobbes theoretical contribution is reabten looking at the
insight it brings to understanding certain impottactivities and
phenomena in the international system. Another sidthe review of
Hobbes thesis is in the area of his skepticism &abbances of altering
human nature. The emphasis on the fixedness ofalthigecompetition
and anarchy in human communities may not applyllicanditions of
societal existence. The probability for communalreagnent and
cooperation remains slim in Hobbes strategic reagoMany states have
been able to form their own governments and caystiof chaos and
anarchy have been reversed by hierarchical pdlitida and structures of
governance instituted to forestall violence. Agasacial inequality
largely linked to poverty and exclusivity automatlg reduces the
number of actors that could heat up the polity (Dely, 2005).

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Who wrote the book “The Leviathan”?
(A). Niccolo Machiavelli (B) E. H. Carr (C). Thom&obbes
Not more than 2 minute

15 Structural Realism (Neorealism)

Structural realism or neorealism is an attempt tandlate some
fundamental tenets of classical realism into worldsguages and
methods of writings in modern social science. Meatists’ postulations
since the 1970s have been structural in naturerdio@nced principally
by the works of Kenneth Waltz. Structuralists bedi¢hat the decision of
states in world politics ‘are arrived at by a simpbrmula rather than
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being based on human nature ... states are limiteéxisting in an
anarchic international system’ (Usiemure and Ghiphi2018: 6).

Whatever actions states take is essentially basedeoamount of power
available to them when measured against the powesther states.
Structural realists think that what forms interoagl structures within
which actors operate on the world system emergplgim the course of
interactions of states as they engage in diversdskbf activities in
International Relations. The structures that emergeof the various
modes of interaction of international actors candithe type of liberty
as well as constraints brought to bear on theiba@loelations. Donnelly
(2005) notes that hierarchy and anarchy are the rtwest important
factors that determine the direction of politicatdering in the
international system and that component units egtey connected in a
relationship of authority and subordination — hiehg — or in isolation
and competition in a relationship of rivalry andlent conflict — anarchy.
The element of balancing is a mark of distinctiothe study of structural
realism. Structuralists strongly believe that iramhical international
society, states associating in International Retetiplay the role of
creating a balance. In their engagements in Intiermal Relations, what
state actors do to ensure global security is mdsthtrive for balancing
by opposing the stronger party whose rising powesdtens the liberty
and security of other states. Krejci notes that‘tiadance of the world
political system is an actual expression of stgewer configuration
process, a temporary status in the chain of unbathstatuses’ (2006: 8).

Balance in the international political system colld achieved in a
continuous process of balancing the power potentsitiindividual states.
The balancing is pursued through the efforts okpehdent states and
their coalitions. In contrast, in the absencergf tareat of anarchy, state
actors merely bandwagon in consideration of thaitiomal interests,
thereby building further on the existing hierardfynternational power.
Upon strategic calculation of possible gains ansisés, actors will
bandwagon in support of any superior power (hiéngrenainly on the
perception that whatever losses that may ariseduvoeNer threaten their
own security. A good example is the trajectoriesAofierican-Soviet
relations. In the early twentieth century, the EditStates demonstrated
its hostility against the Russian revolution andhbsides remained
belligerent for a long time. When Hitler's Germaesnerged a greater
enemy to both the US and Russia, both countrigspem their animosity
and entered into alliance in order to balance wgresg the common and
bigger threat. Immediately after the WW 2, the Ufsl &ussia did not
hesitate to withdraw from the alliance against étithnd reengaged in
continuing their hostility. Recently too, both ctues have had to agree
and to disagree on a number of international sgcuratters. Military
intervention in Afghanistan in the Post-Cold Waripe received a lot

38



POL851 MODULE 2

attention and approval from the US and Russia.ti#i8 demonstrates
forms of strategic use of security alliances andedgagements in
International Relations and also pictures oscdladi in the utility of

elements of balancing (in times of anarchy) and ftirelamentals of
bandwagoning (in times of hierarchy) (Donnelly, 2P0

Although, the structural variant of realism has madoticeable
improvements on classical realism especially inwi its ability to
provide grounds to empirically measure the quantéippower available
to a state (a possibility not available on the gdobhical hypotheses of
classical realists who emphasize human naturelk tre major criticisms
against structural realism. One of such criticisommes from the
constructivists. Against the realists’ claim thaaechy and the nature of
distribution of power drive most of what goes onwviorld politics,
constructivists declare that structural realismsassthe more determinant
factor, namely, the intersubjectively shared iddsas shape behavior by
way of constituting the identities and interestsofors. Contrary to the
core neorealist argument that anarchy propels sstait® recurrent
security competition, constructivists note that tla¢ure and structure of
the international system is primarily a function tbe shared culture
created through discursive social practices, ndemvative of anarchy
and power struggles (Copeland, 2000). Each actarseption of self
(interests and identity) is a product of the othdiglomatic gestures and
states can reshape structures through new gesh@gitly, anarchy is
what states make of it. States can act to ‘alternirtkersubjective culture
that constitutes the system, solidifying over tirttee non-egoistic
mindsets needed for long-term peace’ (Copeland):2D88).

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

Evaluate how structural realism differ from classiealism.
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this guestion.

19

1.6 Summary

The unit explored realism and its basic hypotheSestributions of great
realist political thinkers were considered. Theatiehship between
human behaviors and state actions were deploystidying the running
of the international system. The modifications laieical realism and its
modernizations visible in structural realism wexpadiated.
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ﬂlB Possible Answer s to Self-assessment Exer cise

Self-Assessment Exercise 1
The core argument of realism is that theate selfish attributes of
humans and states are the major influencers ahiatienal politics and
relations. Realists believe that in an anarchio&érnational system,
wars and conflicts become inevitable as stategzeitdvery amount of
power in the pursuit of their national interests.

Self-assessment Exercise 2
C. Thomas Hobbes.

Self-assessment Exercise 3
While classical realism believes that self-seekattyibutes of both
humans and states influence activities in the matonal system,
structural realists are of the view that the exdeoperations of states
are rather limited by the anarchical nature ofittiernational system.
The structures that emerge out of the various mofl@steraction of
international actors condition the type of libeay well as constraints
brought to bear on their global relatio
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UNIT 2 IDEALISM/LIBERALISM

Unit Structure

2.1 Introduction
2.2  Learning Outcome
2.3 Idealism: its Roots and Main Assumptions
2.4  ldealism and Liberalism
2.4.1 Liberals and Democratic Peace in the Inteynat
System
2.5 Liberal Institutionalism and Neoliberalism
2.6  Summary
2.7 References/Further Readings/Web Sources
2.8 Possible Answers tBelf-assessment Exercise

@2.1 I ntroduction

Idealism is one of the most distinguished theorésinternational
Relations. It rose to prominence in reaction todakamities of the First
World War and the task of abolishing war as anrumsent of statecraft.
Idealism dominated the study of International Retet from the end of
the First World War until the late 1930s (time bétcommencement of
the Second World War. Sometimes referred tatapianismjdealism is
a variant of liberal internationalism. Some of tia#able liberal idealists
include Immanuel Kant, Richard Cobden, John Hobblmmman Angell,
Alfred Zimmern and Woodrow Wilson (former presidesit the US).
Idealists are said to be out of touch with prewmgiliealities and trending
thoughts as they often put moral principles betargpirical issues. They
often describe and seek to establish a perfectdwiiht is futuristic
(Griffiths and O’Callaghan 2002). In spite of arisms, the theoretical
positions of idealism have contributed immenselghaping the dynamic
forces of the global system. Its promotion of deraog as well as
democratic peace and values across the globerisase profound gift to
the world. Liberal exposition of democratic peacastitutes a sub-unit
in this module.

As a school of thought, idealism was short-livetlofwing the crisis of
confidence it suffered with the failure of the Leagof Nations and the
outbreak of the WW 2. However, subsequent theafesiternational
relations like liberalism have significantly drawlements from idealism
when constructing their world views. In other warlilseral international
relations theory has its roots in the idealist silifoce of the interwar
period. Essentially, it holds that state is subjecexternal authority of
other states nor is it subject to other internahauties such as the
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military. As a theory of international relationgdralism emphasizes that
international laws, organizations, non-governmemi@anizations are
equally important factors in the shaping of wortdifics and rejects the
realist theory which postulates that internatiaiedtions are a zero-sum
game. The evolution of communication and transpioriatechnologies
during the latter decades of the 20th century caitiean increased level
of interdependence between sovereign states whicheased the
importance of understanding the components ofdilsn.

A major characterization of idealism is the betl&t what unites human
beings is more important than what divides theraaldts are opposed to
the realist assumption that the state is a souroeaal value for human
beings. Conversely, they project a cosmopolitafmcetivhich seeks to
proselytize and educate individuals on the needftom the international
system. Idealism sees beyond the usual realistsepgon of the world
political system as being anarchical and expredsngpn in human
capacity to create a peaceful international systehere states are
interdependent. Much of the antithesis of realigtstulations appears to
come from the theoretical assumptions of liberaleamd vice versa. A
core realist like E. H. Carr describes idealistatapians. For Carr as well
as adherents of realism, idealists underestimatedile of state power in
world politics and also overvalue attributes of lammgoodness and
prospects of cooperation and mutual benefits in dnummommunities.
Conversely, Liberal theorists argue that the totadcentration on power
struggles by the realists invariably downplays im@ot countervailing
forces with the propensity to harmonizing the esessof perceived
hegemons in world political system. The countemagiforces in this case
include chances of the emergence of more liberaldemocratic
governance, rise of more progressive internationgdnizations and the
limiting forces of economic interdependence. Thiadg unit also
espoused liberal institutionalism; role of interoatl organizations in
articulating global norms and the spread of neddibeleologies.

@ 2.2  Learning Outcomes

By the end of this Unit, you will be able to:

o analyze circumstances that led to the rise of iseadnd liberalism
as theories in International Relations.

. discus the main theoretical assumptions of ideadiathliberalism

. evaluate the hypotheses of liberals with regardetoocratic peace
in the international system

o discuss liberal institutionalism in line with likds’ approach

towards actualizing an international society.
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Idealism: its Rootsand Main Assumptions

Like realism, in International Relations, idealibas also a long tradition.
The word “idealist” was introduced by Leibniz &v02 to describe some
of Plato’s doctrines on ideas and the “intelligiblvorld” (Thomas-
Fogiel, 2017). In the context it appeared in, ig#al defined as the
disciples of the philosophy of ideas — was one aboorded reality and
primacy to the ideas of a suprasensible world. [E@bniz, such ideas
were to be contrasted with the materialists whoy aelcognized the
existence of the matter or mechanisms of naturét iesre, idealists were
seen as philosophers who accorded the world ofsiggamanence.
However, idealism is not opposed to realism aslistsaneither deny
“reality” nor the existence of a physical worldutside of themselves.
Rather, their goal is to attribute “being” to eiligible things, ideas and
idealities. In this regard, “being” refers to thavhich possesses
permanence and can subsist or transcend any idicginrepresentation.
Idealists confer the category of being to somethotiger than mere
materiality or to something other than the indiatlurhey give a form of
existence to ideas and believe that ideas anditiésaire autonomous in
relation to the material or physical world. Thedeas form an organized
world (a cosmos, described by Plato as the “irg#dle world”) or realm
independent of our individual or psychological esg@ntations (Thomas-
Fogiel, 2017).

Unsatisfied with the world around them and the dw@nt theories of their
time, idealists attempted to answer the questidiwbit ought to be” in
politics. Great philosophers like Plato, Aristo#ed Cicero were all
political idealists who believed that there werensouniversal moral
values on which political life and inter-state telas could be based.
Building upon previous works and ideas of his poedsors, Cicero
established the idea of a natural moral law thad eaplicable to both
domestic and international politics. His teachioggering themes in warr,
ethics of war and righteousness in war were furisgrganded in the
writings of Christian thinkers like St Augustineda8t Thomas Aquinas
(Korab-Karpowicz, 2017).

E. H. Carr describes idealists as utopians judtiiagthey underestimate
the place of power in international politics white the other hand
overestimating the merits of ideas, human reasomngual benefits of
human collectivization, sanctity of human laws aadredness of human
morality in engendering global security or ordeiedlists are considered
as blind to the reality of the power of self-int@ref sovereign states as
driven by the desperation of national interestgesithey advocate for
global governance and the possibility of cosmopolidemocracy across
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the world (Dowding, 2011). Idealism is often usedirhetorical manner
especially by realists who seek to criticize amnstdidit its assumptions.
Since the historical emergence of idealism as eiato the First World

War and the Treaty of Versailles (Cameron, 200Bgré have been
crushing criticisms against its assumptions andtten

Some believe that the concept of idealism derivesnfold political
thoughts of early thinkers like Aristotle whose IpRophical intuition of
justice as the perfect virtue strongly impactedssgjient development of
related societal views prior to the medieval eradifi, 2018). Others
note that liberal thinking has a long intellecttraldition traceable to the
era of the European Enlightenment up to the latetaenth century. The
WW 1 had a tremendous impact on liberalism angece movements
as liberalism generally experienced a great dedtints acceptance and
relevance as a social framework for liberal intéareal theorizing system
(Jurgensen, 2021). After World War 1, political dights about the causes
of war and the conditions necessary for peace esdjuiew images and
approaches. At the period, the world political sgsiwitnessed noticeable
shifts in political reasoning and major themesntetnational Relations
focused around war, peace, imperialism, democracigrnational
organizations and world commerce. Another contestidimension of
dialectics opened up around the subject of natismal and
internationalism. Concepts such as internationaldset, international
solidarity and international organization began gain considerable
attention (Jurgensen, 2021).

Nevertheless, idealism as an analytical tradibioparadigm did not exist
prior to the twentieth century. Woodrow Wilson #em mentioned as a
core idealist following his tireless efforts andhmitment to induce his
countrymen to support prevailing world notions belng the
assumptions of idealism in the aftermaths of WWI s also mentioned
that the hallmark of the Wilsonian input into ideal was his tinkering
and reflection on the principles ddissez-faireand the self-adjusting
nature of economic interests (Cameron, 2002; Teis2§04).

As a doctrine, idealism majorly attempts to seeobeythe usual realists’
perception of the world political system as beingarghical. By

transcending the concept of international anariceglists are optimistic
in their effort to create a cosmopolitan and pealdeternational system
where states are interdependent. Idealists’ dadtriframework

dominated the first phase of international theonyd aessentially

emphasized the unity of humanity, the creative pswef human

reasoning, the societal benefits of education, ékistence of natural
harmony of interests, the spread of democracy actios globe and
prospects for internationalism which reflectedhia establishment of the
League of Nations (Dowding, 2011).
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Unlike realism, idealism considers human naturegasd, kind, and
generous and that states themselves which ordinamd composed of
human populations are also good, peaceful and catype Idealists
claim that *human beings strive towards perfecbgrdrawing upon their
inborn sociability and through enlightenment’ (Ttts, 2004: 80). They
believe that harmonious existence and progressaeet@nd among states
in involved in International Relations is achievalind in the interest of
the comity of nations. During the 18th century, lamel Kant, one of
the main advocates of liberalism, averred ‘thatestdhat shared liberal
values should have no reason for going to war agaime another’ (see
Mcglinchey,et. al., 2017: 4). At the heart of thieelal project is the
believe that the struggle for power which charazgertthe security,
national and foreign policies of states in Inteiorzdl Relations could be
tamed by international law and that the optimisat the pursuit of self-
interest could be managed through the shared olgeot promoting
collective security.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

Discuss the intellectual roots of idealism in Intional Relations.
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this ques

2.4 ldealism and Liberalism

Generally, the intellectual precursors of libeteédry have a normative
perspective anchored on the believe that a ciwidimaof international
politics was desirable and necessary for sociabness. This partly
accounts for their labeling as idealists or thecdpson of their
approaches as utopian. However, regardless dfisris against them as
idealists or utopians, their assumptions and diipos form the basis
and development of liberal theory in the 20th addtZentury. While
liberals acknowledge the reality of variations iman behaviors, cultural
believes and societal values, they strongly conteatlall human being
and societies desire same things in life in terfrfieiman security, human
welfare and recognition. In spite of heterogeneitylobal populations,
the human race is bound by certain common moraligffooted mainly
in fundamental human rights. There is the beliéna €nsuring the right
of individuals to life, liberty and property is theighest goal of
government. This is why liberals focus on the waillig of the individual
as the most important pillar of any political systélt has championed
limited government and scientific rationality, leing individuals
should be free from arbitrary state power, perseawind superstition. It
has advocated political freedom, democracy and titotignally
guaranteed rights, and privileged the liberty efitidividual and equality
before the law (Burchill, et. al., 2005: 55).
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Liberals seek to ensure the emergence of progeesdemocratic

institutions to enhance citizens’ welfare and prévehe rise of

dictatorship and monarchical polities. Beyond themdstic realm,

liberals are also concerned with the internatigmalitical system and
particularly worried by militaristic foreign polies which often drive
states into unnecessary arms race. Militaristieifpr policies and wars
induce inordinate arms acquisition. Arms acquireghibe used not only
to fight against enemy states but sometimes toegsphe citizens of the
same state. Meiser writes that ‘political systeowed in liberalism often
limit military power by such means as ensuringl@wi control over the

military’ (2017: 22). States’ activities leading twars of territorial

expansion, colonization and imperialism raise seri@oncerns for
liberals since such aggressive and predatory &cfate-bullies threaten
the international society and deprive weaker statesr rights to

sovereignty. To manage the situation, liberalsvstrio build an

international political system that guaranteesestad be able to protect
themselves from belligerent state actors and tlaiend their citizens.
Also important in the strategic calculus of liberas the vitality of

democratic institutionalization of political powdithe most critical in this

case is the instrumentalization of elections totailhsgovernments

acceptable to the people, power to remove dictdtand selfish rulers
and separation of power which would ensure effectithecks on the
activities of those in government (Meiser, 2017).

24.1 Liberals and Democratic Peace in the International
System

Liberals hold the view that democracies do noiogedr with one another.
During the 1990s, the idea of a democratic peamedad widely as it
stressed that a direct causal relationship existeden democracy and
peace (Griffiths and O’Callaghan 2002). The ternbetal itself
specifically draws attention to the root of theeliéal theory of the
European Enlightenment era as well as to the lillbemry of politics —
political liberalism. Immanuel KanThe Perpetual Peace, 179%ho is
known as the intellectual precursor of institutigsta thinking in
International Relations, believed that a republicanstitution of states is
the foremost ingredient for stable and harmonimieristate relations.
The key focus here is that of a causal relationdf@jween a liberal
political order within a state and that state’sefgn policy and
international politics. Stable and peaceful Intéoreal Relations as
fallouts of international politics are more likely be found among states
with a liberal domestic political order. Like Immasl Kant, other
contributors like Adams Smith, John Stuart Mill atbodrow Wilson
also emphasized on the link between internal (dtiom)efactors and
foreign policy behavior (Spindler, 2013).
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Democratic peace theory is rated as the strongestriloution of
liberalism to the study of International Relatiadheory. Indeed, it offers
a strong empirical criticism in the liberal schadlthought against the
traditional intellectual hegemonism of realismbdgins on the premise
that states that practice democracy are unliketyotto war against each
other. Democratic states recognize and upholdaggirhacy entrusted
on their authorities. They also share a numbereniatratic values and
thus would willing cooperate in matters of intefanél concern. For
liberals like Schumpeter, wars occur due to thdigerkent nature of
unrepresentative elites and undemocratic goverrsweimb seek to enrich
merchants of arms industries and the military aastts. Democratic
peace is rooted theoretically in the writings ofmanuel Kant and in
particular his work ‘Perpetual Peace’. Immanuel Keonsiders that the
establishment of republican governments in whicle tlers are
accountable and human rights are accorded duengicogwould be the
way forward as that would prevent the emergenaminbrity and elitist
rule which is the cause of wars (Burchill, et. 2005).

The lack of war between democracies has been teswifferent ways
and proven significant. If we regard internationghr as a military
engagement in which 1,000 people or more are killedn about 353
pairs of states were involved in such wars betwk&t6 and 1991 and
none was between two democracies. 155 pairs ing@wdemocracy and
a non-democratic country while 198 involved two fa@mocratic states
fighting each other (Griffiths and O’Callaghan 2D0%evertheless, there
are questions as to whether democratic states tdéight one another
solely on account that they are democratic. Thexesaggestions that the
relative peace between and among democracies caxplsned by other
means. For example, there are opinions indicatiag the lack of war
between democracies during the Cold War was esdlgntiue to the
overwhelming threat posed by the Soviet Union.

On the other hand, some believe that democratielsathemselves are
restrained by the resistance of their own people ade concerned with
the cost, deaths and calamities of war. Howevas, tiew was true,
democracies would be peaceful with every otheesaice wars against
non-democratic states are as unpleasant as wansstig@mocracies.
Again, it must be remarked that democracies arenmatolithic. The
diversity of institutions within and between denmaudes indeed created
platforms for checks and balances as well as pressuhich inhibits
belligerent democratic leaders. Among democracfefe world, there
are some which operate secret, oppressive and rdaatiem systems.
Examples are the military regimes in times of wariffiths and
O’Callaghan 2002).
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Another major criticism against democratic peacethat it is not

accommodating enough as it does not treat non-detostates with

dignity. The cultural values of democratic peaced ats basis for

cooperation and peace do not blend with the petispscof non-

democratic states on international political ordand stability.

‘Disagreements among the citizens of a democraeyesolved through
compromise and negotiation rather than conflict andrcion. When
confronted with international disputes, democrasmsk to resolve them
in the same ways. ... Because undemocratic statestdimllow norms

of compromise, however, democracies distrust thedteeat them with
hostility’ (Griffiths and O’Callaghan 2002: 68).

Overall, skeptics think that it is too early to elmhine the claims that
democracies do not threaten themselves or go t@gainst one another.
Their position stems largely from the observatibattdemocracy is a
relatively young political movement as far as hurhatory is concerned.
There are a handful of democratic states acrosgidhe and it is too early
to situate the actual logic behind the peace amgrpss of the few
existing democratic states. Again, the fact thahdeacies would not
fight each other invariable suggests their dispwmsito be hostile or even
preparedness to engage in wars against non-dencostates. A recent
example is the hostility of the United States arsddemocratic allies
against Russia on account of the latter’'s miligggression and invasion
of Ukraine in February 2022. Millions of dollarsvgabeen spent in the
supply of sophisticated arms and ammunitions tourngJkraine’s
democratic preferences are protected (Meiser, 2017)

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Leaning on liberal theory, evaluate the basis of ttoncept of
democratic peace in the international system
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this ques

2.5 Liberal Internationalism

There are strong signs that since the end of tlworse World War,
humanity has existed in an international societycstired by liberals —
liberal internationalism. Liberal internationalistee Immanuel Kant and
Jeremy Bentham emphasize on individual libertye firade, prosperity
and interdependence as the main determinants afepaad security
(Lahiry, 2019). As Burchill (2005) explained ‘Todlextent that its ideas
have been realized in recent democratic transitiori®th hemispheres
and manifested in the globalization of the worldbreamy, liberalism
remains a powerful and influential doctrine’ (Buitgret. al., 2005: 55).
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The end of the Cold War much more enhanced thevaete and
prospects of the liberal internationalism.

It was considered that with the collapse of thet&tie was no more any
ideological competitor to stand against liberal deracy in the world.
Democratic transitions in Africa, East Asia andihafmerica in the
aftermaths of the Cold War seemed to have lenteoes to the
matchlessness of liberal internationalism as aiteadnodel in the
international political system. At the time, FraEiukuyama upheld the
belief that the Western system, ‘forms of governimand political
economy are the ultimate destination which thererttuman race will
eventually reach’ (Burchill, et. al., 2005: 56).€Ttise and vehemence of
Islamic fundamentalism has, however, brought somtions on the
path and reasoning of Fukuyama’s hegemonic libatalnationalism.
The September 11 attack against the US was eloguehta powerful
challenge against the acclaimed exclusivity anésapty of the liberal
theory as the standing and unrivalled model anddgigm in International
Relations.

Liberals argue that there is no significant opposibetween nationalism
and internationalism. With knowledge of merits dfet natural
international division of labor, liberals note tlesich state has a special
function and contribution to make in order to praenthe well-being of
humanity, globally (Dowding, 2011). The internagnnorms and
organizations that hold sway in determining domin@end in global
governance issue largely from the ideals, assumgptand institutions
created by liberals. Post-World War 2 internatiaoglanizations like the
World Trade Organization, the International Mongt&und and the
World Bank are major global institutions that irghce the direction of
world economy.

With increased economic relations and trade codperait is believed
that prospects for conflicts among states will dase and the likelihood
of national and international wars will also deelinemendously (Meiser,
2017). Indeed, enormous benefits anticipated frbengarticipation of
states in promoting international organizations agdeements is the
basic motivation of neoliberal institutionalism ealiberalism. Within the
scope of International Relations, the main essehoeoliberalism is that
states make more gains from cooperation espedifallyey trust one
another and are able to uphold their agreementshoii a broad
international agreement, dubious states can alalagat other states with
impunity. If an international organization (servirag a third party)
monitors the interactions of signatories to an egrent, the probability
of any signatory to defect and violate the existaiggeement is reduced
and the spirit of cooperation is increased. Inrretall the signatories can
make absolute gains — maximum mutual benefit. Meaddils emphasize
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that states are really concerned about absolutes gather than relative
gains. This contrasts with the position of reagt® always seek relative
gains measured either by calculations of ‘the wiriages it all’ or by
comparatively acquiring more gains than the pepzkicompetitor
(Meiser, 2017).

However, there could be doubts and controversigh®nlaim of Liberal
theorists on the issue of absolute gains. Ameridaisble face and image
of liberalism and imperialism in the early twentietentury appears to
bring in some contradictions. As at that time, W& was liberal and also
imperialistic though not as pronounced as the ajhesit imperial nations
like Britain and France that colonized numeroudspaf the world. ‘By
1913, the United States claimed 310,000 squarenkilers of colonial
territory, compared to 2,360,000 for Belgium, 2,940 for Germany and
32,860,000 for the United Kingdom ... the bulk of Amsan colonial
holdings was due to the annexation of the Phikstiand Puerto Rico,
which it inherited after defeating Spain in the Biph-American War of
1898’ (Meiser, 2017: 25). It is believed that thaamisms of liberalism
and its normative currents had some restrainingceffon America’s
possible considerations for imperialism. Normativaues lashed in
liberalism fueled anti-imperialism and made the rdou retreat from
expansionist voracity. Other important liberal \eduthat acted as a
powerful check against America’s expansionist teeges include global
trade opportunity and preference for self-detertmma and non-
interference into the internal affairs of othertasa

Although there is no known global monarch, centsafthority or
hegemonic state recognized to give orders to statdsnon-state actors,
there is an underlying sense of appreciation oomgiyiiding principles
of international behavior. In the absence of atgrimationally recognized
police force, a potential state aggressor undedstatearly there would
be unpleasant consequences for immoral conductaesdhat violate
the peace of other nations. Liberal norms generpilymote global
cooperation and adherence to rule of law. Soméeftobal responses
useable in this regard include economic sanctiom$ifary coalition
against the oppressor and other international egfies¢ that have the
capacity to isolate and punish a predator or diatly-(Meiser, 2017).

These underlying belief systems occasioned theedfir greater
investment of power and political authority in intational organizations
during the inter-war years with the ultimate ainrefulating the power
and liberty of sovereign states in the internatiopalitical system.
Boosting the powers and place of international osions was a
remarkable development in world political thouginidavas hoped to
facilitate harmonious management of internationaarehy hitherto
sustained by the conflicting goals, competitiveiora! interests and
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aggressive foreign policy strategies of state aclostitutions and norms
are believed to be the major tools required tora@stpower, whether
within or outside the state. At the internationavdl, transnational
organizations will restrain the powers of sovereggates. Therefore, it
was expected that the global society would supihartgrowth of those
international ‘organizations whose goal is the gectibn and promotion
of peace and security in the world’ (Nesimi, 20B8). During the

interwar years, it was found that courses on i@t#onal organization
became prominent because of the believe that imgeshto such

academic areas was required to project the relevasfclaws in

harmonizing interstate relations as well as rediacéors predisposing
nations to wars. At the same time, the US isol&topolicy and non-

participation as a member of the League of Natairascritical time when
the importance of reinforcing the strength and ienag international

organizations was echoed was eloquently condem@ath¢ron, 2002;
Haggard, 2014).

In the field of International Relations theory diialism is seen as standing
in opposite direction to realism. Liberalism bebéesvthat regardless of
‘international system being anarchic, there is ammanitarian
consciousness, the possibility of progress in titernational system,
achieved through cooperation and progress towardsstang peace,
prosperity and social well-being, based on values aspirations shared
by humans’ (Fernandes, 2016: 15). Beyond acknowigdfe existence
of anarchy in the international political systeibelal theorists that the
creation of international organizations as well gi®bal regimes
encompassed with general norms, rules and regutageceptable by
states would be the way to promote peace and $gauthe international
society.

Some of the major arguments against the liberabrthenclude
controversies surrounding the probability for thebgl spread of liberal
democracy. There are indications that the thirdeMafvdemocratization
that started in the 1970s has already climaxedyatdhe international
society is far from being uniformly democratic. Theited States itself
which pushes and promotes the liberal democraayos profoundly
confronted with a myriad of alternative form of gomments, especially
from authoritarian and semi-authoritarian reginfesit is, there are new
democracies that are nationalist in orientation sindngly opposed to
American hegemony (Haggard, 2014).

Granted, the liberal world triumphed and won thddC@/ar. Francis
Fukuyama and a number of others celebrated theryidf liberalism.

For the first time, liberal democracy stood asrtiwdel of civilization in

Europe. But this ecstasy and jubilation did notesgppn the scholarly hall
of liberal international theory (Jurgensen, 2021).
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Self-Assessment Exercise 3

Evaluate the major criticism(s) against liberaltitnsionalism and
neoliberalism.
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this ques

19

2.6 Summary

The unit began by providing a background to thetsad idealism. It
expatiated the major assumptions of the theoriesideflism and
liberalism. Democratic peace is considered as dnleeomost important
gifts handed down to the international system kyerkls. Liberalism
provides alternative models (particularly relatiseealists’ postulations)
towards framing peaceful International Relationke Tunit also builds
extensively on its hypotheses of liberal institnabsm and
neoliberalism.
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ﬁZ.S Possible Answer sto Self-assessment Exer cise

Self-Assessment Exercise 1
The root of idealism is traced largely to Platotulines on ideas and
the “intelligible world”. Idealists are known taccord much priority t¢
the ideas of a suprasensible world. Though, idsadie not ignore th
existence and reality of a physical world, theyiladgte “being” to
intelligible things and ideas. Idealists simply ceive and attach a form
of existence to ideas and believe that ideas argdhlittbs are
autonomous in relation to the material or physieatid.

[ 2

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

The premise of liberals’ democratic peace in therimational system is
their belief that all human being and societiegsisamilar aspirations
with regards to harmonious relations, human secuaitd human
welfare. Human race is bound by common moral ajfiraoted mainly
in fundamental human rights. Consequently, libe@dyocate that
ensuring the right of individuals to life, libergnd property is the
highest goal of government. They also believe @edmmend limited
government, technocracy, scientific rationalitggdom from arbitrary
state power and constitutional government.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3
Liberal institutionalism and neoliberalism maintdahmat the Western
system, democratic styles, forms of governmentgoittical economy
have become a pacesetter for all human society.eMeny this dream
is far from reality when measured within time-pedins estimated b
liberals. The third wave of democratization thartgd in the 1970s has
already climaxed and yet the international socistyar from being
uniformly democratic. Leading democratic states like United States
are challenged with alternative forms of governraamid there are new
democracies that are nationalist in orientation stnohgly opposed t
American democratic hegemo

<<

[®)
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UNIT 3 IMPERIALISM

Unit Structure

3.1 Introduction

3.2 Learning Outcome

3.3  The Concept of Imperialism

3.4 V.l Lenin on the Features of Imperialism

3.5 Imperialism: between the Center and the PenpNations
3.6  Summary

3.7 References/Further Readings/Web Sources

3.8 Possible Answers Self-Assessment Exercises

@3.1 I ntroduction

The theory of imperialism is crucial in seekingutederstand more about
the expansion of capitalism across the globe andthe dominance of
wealthy nations over poor nations is underscoredm®chanisms of
economic exploitations. Since the early twentietimtary, imperialism
has developed widely among Marxist scholars andovi@rs who
emphasize dimensions of contemporary expansiorowndr colonial
empires, capitalist nations, industrial powers afl @s imperial nations
in the international economic system. As the eraabdbnial imperialism
collapsed, the manifestation of imperialism by otineans has become a
source of concern, especially in countries of AgMrica and Latin
America and the Third World in general. As an Intgional Relations
theory, imperialism has drawn much inspiration frém. Lenin’s study
on “The Highest Stage of Capitalism”. The unitterrogated Lenin’s
approach to the study of imperialism in which hdined and elaborated
on five major features of imperialism. It examirthd complex system of
dominance-relations between and among nations @md dctonomic
exploitation breeds distrust and disharmony inrim&onal Relations,
particularly between Core nations (major world pmvehat have and
control much of the world’s wealth) and peripheations (countries that
are disadvantaged in terms of distribution of glob@alth).

@ 3.2 Learning Outcome
By the end of this Unit, you will be able to:

. discuss the meaning of imperialism in InternatidRelations.

o analyze forms of manifestation of imperialism ie tontemporary
international system.

o demonstrate ways in which imperialism triggers ueddy and
conflicts between the Center and the peripheryonati
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The Concept of Imperialism

Imperialism can be referred to as the territorrabéion of a state aimed
at acquiring more lands and areas of control. & uaed to refer to the
policy of colonial empires’ (Gudova, 2018). Betweearly and mid-
twentieth century, the concept of imperialism depeld among Marxists
to capture the extensive expansion of colonial pevead the various
conflicts generated among capitalist industrializeglintries. In the
decades that followed, the theory of imperialisncame colored in
Marxism arising largely from its suitability in thiustration of trends in
economic, political and social developments in ¢oes of Asia, Africa
and Latin America as well as in the description tbé nature of
relationship of the Third World nations and the aulsed capitalist
countries.

It will be recalled that during the era of colomsah, great powers like
Britain, France, Germany and Portugal dominatedcandrolled both the
political and the economic affairs of weaker soegetn Africa, Asia and
South America. Economic exploitation was the hatkmaf the
relationship that followed the predatory exchangémeen the power
imperial states and their colonies as capitalispla@tation of raw
materials and markets were carried out withoutraesds. Following the
collapse of former colonial empires, imperialisns l@ome to be seen
more as an informal system of economic and politdamination in
which post-colonial states are always on the racgiend. In a post-
colonial context, we can speak of the imperialishteoritories, that is
neocolonialism, and also of internal imperialisnthe territory of one’s
own country. Thus, classical interpretations of eémalism have now
become strong reference points of analyses of okmval and
dependency thinkers (Kitching, 1981).

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

Demonstrate colonialism as a form of imperialism.
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this ques

3.4 V.l.Lenin on the Features of Imperialism

The major text from the formative development ot ttheory of
imperialism are V. |. Lenin’s Imperialism: The Hig$t Stage of
Capitalism (1917). Lenin identified five main fesga of imperialism.
One is the creation of monopolies which resultefthe concentration of
production and capital. Two is the creation of fioial oligarchies which
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results from the merging of bank capital with intliag capital. Three is
the stage of exportation of capital rather than madlities as it used to
be. Four is the formation of international monogibhetworks in which
the world political economy is shared among pagndtive is the
territorial balkanization and sharing of the woddhong the biggest
capitalist powers (Kitching, 1981). Extending thésatures globally, we
find imperialism expressed in the highest stagenohopoly capitalism
and the dominance of large monopolies in everytfatsocio-economic
life. Powerful states seek to dominate and coriteleconomy, political
conditions and social life of weaker states.

Analyzing case studies of massive growth of corregion of production

in a number of selected leading capitalist coustrieenin demonstrated
how few monopolies expand their business operatiwhge denying

small industries opportunities to grow their owrtezprises or rise to
compete with them. Lenin describes the rational@iroethe extensive
expansion of big companies in capitalist nationsar&ining the growth
of monopolies in Germany, Lenin notes that:

‘The enormous growth of industry and the remarkaépid concentration
of production in ever-larger enterprises are onthefmost characteristic
features of capitalism. ... Concentration of produttihowever, is much
more intense than the concentration of workergesiabour in the large
enterprises is more productive. ... Less than onehimdth of the total
number of enterprises utilize more than three-fmidf the total amount
of steam and electric power. Two million nine hwdlrand seventy
thousand small enterprises (employing up to fivekers) constituting 91
per cent of the total, utilize only 7 per cent loé ttotal amount of steam
and electric power. Tens of thousands of huge pnsess are everything;
millions of small ones are nothing. ... money captadl the banks make
this superiority of a handful of the largest entegs still more
overwhelming ..."” (Lenin, 1917: 8-9).

Compared to other capitalist nations, Lenin degsrithne growth of the
concentration of production in the United Statesfas greater. In
America, few giant companies influence businessdseas they easily
join forces as monopolists and also make compstitidficult for
potential business rivals since their coalition msnopolists already
closed the door for new competitors to emergehiworld capitalist
system, what we find is a growing struggle for searaw materials and
factors of production among capitalist countriestlasy compete for
sources of raw materials and markets.
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Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Discuss the major features of imperialism.
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this question.

35 Imperialism: between the Center and the Periphery
Nations

Imperialism is a form of international hierarchy which one political

community effectively governs or controls anothezgonderant power
or influence over others, especially in politicadleeconomic matters. It
can be seen as a sophisticated type of dominatet@onship between
and among nations in which the Center nation hasepwver the

Periphery nation to the extent that it could briagcondition of

disharmony of interest between them. In some fafm®perialism, there

is harmony of interest between the center and #&eZ nation and the
center in the Periphery nation while there is ndislarmony of interest
within the Periphery nation than within the Cent@tions. The gap in
these poles of power relation is constant. Esdgntithere is more

inequality and disharmony in the Periphery natibant in the Center
nation. Though, in the Center, the two entitiesraveequal in terms of
possessions and may be opposed to each othertiplgry (within the

Center) still see themselves as better off and monefortable aligning

with the center in the Center than forming any fahpartnership with

the periphery in the Periphery. With such an oljaliance formation

between the two peripheries is eliminated. In tee@Pery nation, the
center acquires more resources and grows mordtibareriphery mainly
because of how interaction between the center hadperiphery is

organized. The center in the Periphery acts ashthenel or transmission
belt, particularly in the image of commercial eptéses, through which
resources and values are carried to the Centermiati use by the center
in the Center, with the crumbs falling and drizglshown to the periphery
in the Center (Galtung, 1971).

Imperialism as a theory in International Relatietsnds on two major
angles of belief. The first is the belief in thast&nce of inequality in all
dimensions of human existence among states imtamational political
system. Narayan and Sealay-Huggins (2017) obsehatdimperialism
revolves around a geo-political division of theemmational system
between the Center and the Periphery and wherewibdd's big
monopolies at the metropolitan center (togetheh wheir international
elites and multi-national corporations systemalycahderdeveloped the
periphery who are in the global south. The peripimations in the global
south are made to become too weak to compete witthalenge the
international monopoly capitalists. This situatmnsequently creates a
neo-imperial order in which ‘newly independent Thivorld countries
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were perpetually placed on the outer-limits of tjebal economy,
providing raw materials, natural resources andowsdl of capital to
industrialized countries in the West and unabledéwelop their own
industries and infrastructure free of Western fietences’ (Narayan and
Sealay-Huggins, 2017: 2388). Narayan and Sealaygidadelieve the
best way forward is to delink from every form ofamhment with the
Western controlled international capitalist systé»17) since there
appears to be a strong resistance of the inequmityeen the Center and
the Periphery nations of the world to change. Thédvpolitical system
is seen as comprising the Center and the Periphery.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

On account of imperialism, analyze the major reasuainy there seems
to be more disharmony of interest within the Pegighnation than
within the Center nations.

Not more than 5 minutes to answer this guestion.

194

3.6 Summary

This unit has explored the theory of imperialista,neaning and diverse
forms of manifestation in contemporary internatiorsystem; the

dominance and exploitative systems of relationsvbeh and among the
Center and the Periphery nations and various wayshich they spue

conflicts in the international system were elucedatThe work of Lenin

in which he illustrated imperialism as the highstage of capitalism were
extensively used in this unit.
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ﬂ&S Possible Answer sto Self-assessment Exer cise

Self-Assessment Exercise 1
Colonialism represents imperialism owing to its mamnof economic
exploitation. In the years of colonial rule, thewmoful and imperia
nations overwhelmingly established unequal relatioith their weak
colonies and thus dominated and exploited their meaterials as well
as human resources in ways that promoted their weifare and
national interests at the expense of their colonies

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

The main features of imperialism include creatibmonopolies which
results from the concentration of production angdited creation of
financial oligarchies which results from the meggiof bank capita
with industrial capital, exportation of capital mat than commodities,
formation of international monopolist networks irhish the world
political economy is shared among partners anddeed balkanization
and sharing of the world among the biggest capttalbbwers.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

There is more disharmony of interest within theifptesry nation thar
within the Center nations because the socio-ecangap induced b}
imperialism is not too wide in the Center natiosst@trigger intense
and unhealthy class struggle between “the havasd “the have{
nots”. The socio-economic situation is noticeabige in the Peripher
nations. Though, in the Center, the two entitiesrast equal in term
of possessions and may be opposed to each otbgretiphery (within
the Center) still see themselves as better off rande comfortable
aligning with the center in the Center.
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UNIT 4 CONFLICT AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION

Unit Structure

4.1 Introduction

4.2  Learning Outcome

43 Marx and the Concept of Conflict

4.4  Peace and Conflict

45 Conflict Resolution

4.6 Summary

4.7 References/Further Readings/Web Sources
4.8 Possible Answers Self-Assessment Exercises

/' =)
@4.1 I ntroduction

Conflict theory was first developed by Karl Marx.akk believes that
human societies are in a state of perpetual cobicause of the lopsided
nature of economic ownership, production and distron of wealth.
Generally, conflict theories underscore the locatd materialism in the
understanding and reading of human history andetalcidialectics.
Power differentials specifically in the form of emmic inequality are
seen as the basis of class struggles and subsecoeftitts. At the
international level, conflict has remained endemasca result of raging
competitions for resource accumulation. Since theé ef the WW 2,
conflict resolution has been intensified in differevays especially at the
realm of conflict management through rational deaisnaking
processes aimed at ensuring global peace.

@ 4.2  Learning Outcome

By the end of this Unit, you will be able to:

o discuss concepts of conflict and conflict resolutio

. evaluate reasons for growth of interests in petwdies after
the mid-twentieth century.

. analyze specific factors that impact on process$esonflict

resolution at the international level.
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=13  Marx and the Concept of Conflict

Conflict occurs when two or more persons or graipsggle to access or
control the same object, occupy the same posiptay incompatible
roles or pursue incompatible goals. It is a sitwatof competition in
which the actors involved understand the incompayilof goals pursued
or positions under contention and each of the cdihopes impelled to
pursue same positions that are incompatible wighp#érceived interest of
the other competitor. Conflict theorists opine thaman society consists
of different classes competing over finite powed aesources (Eze,
2015). In the international political system, ssat@eract in a variety of
ways, including through peaceful transactions andpudes. The
relevance of these different dimensions of inteoadbetween and among
states will affect the likelihood of the outbreak amnflict as well as
conflict resolution. While some states have purgbeit interests through
peaceful means, other have relied on violence. believed that as long
as people live together and interact with each rotlsputes remain
inevitable among nations. Conflict theory assunhes bhuman behavior
in social contexts results from conflict betweempeting groups.

Conflict theory gained global relevance with therkgoof Karl Marx
around the mid-1800s. Marx examined the historfiurhan societies in
terms of conflicts between social classes, notdfdy conflict between
‘the-haves’ (owners of means of economic produgtiand ‘the-have-
nots’ (mainly the poor working masses) in a typcapitalist society. For
Marx, society is divided into unequal classes. €hethe rich, strong and
noble on the one end (the bourgeoise) who cortiebbpparatuses of the
state. The other group is deprived, financiallyaintfle and socially
deflated (the proletariat). There is therefore astant struggle between
the two groups in the state, though the have-net®fien marginalized.
The common theme is that different social groupseaiple have unequal
power possession and that that is a recipe forlicofBekelcha, 2019).
Since the state is the product of the irreconditgimf class antagonisms,
the state is inevitably structured to be in a perglestate of conflict.
Beyond the state, the theory also captures theorluat place of
colonialism, imperialism and a wide range of socpmienomena,
including wars, revolution, poverty, discriminatiand social violence. It
ascribes most of the fundamental developmentsnmanihistory, such as
democracy and civil rights, to capitalistic attempi control the masses
(as opposed to a desire for social order).
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Self-Assessment Exercise 1

Evaluate Marx’s view on the rationale behind cansli
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this question.

4.4 Peace and Conflict

Peace and conflict have become recurring themesvatidntegrated in
the discipline of International Relations. Intergspeace research grew
tremendously in the 1960s in both the United StatesEurope and had
the primary objective of evaluating the causesaiflect (Sousa, 2018).
Peace is no longer restricted to the concept oérates of conflict or
absence of war as there are now other conceptsidgative peace’ as
well as ‘positive peace’. Cessation of direct vimle which usually
involves physical attacks and aggression could teatie attainment of
negative peace. But when other forms of violenc&kviare not direct
(structural and cultural violence) are addressetifarestalled, positive
peace arises. An example of direct violence igijlbf people. Structural
violence depicts, for example, callous governmeilufes or policies
which adversely oppresses people. Cultural violeswm®=irs when there
are efforts made to hide, justify or normalize offive behaviors
detrimental to the people. On the flip side, pusitpeace entails more
important socio-economic determinants like justieed fairness,
economic development for all, environmental stabiland social
equality.

Conflict is a condition of disharmony in an intetfan process and usually
occurs as a result of clash on interest betweepdhees involved in some
form of relationship. The clash of interest is oftthe function of
incompatibility of goals pursued by parties invalve a deal (Bekelcha,
2019). Conflicts are a part of human interactiod are rarely completely
resolved or eliminated. But conflicts can be madageough negotiation,
mediation, conciliation and arbitration.

We may look at conflict ‘as a condition involvingl@ast two parties, who
have a mutual problem of position or resource siyalio which there is
a behavior (or threat) designed through the exeraigpower to control
or gain at the other’s expense. Resolution involves the breaking into
constituent parts and developing a consonant salut the problem at
hand’ (Steele, 1976: 222). Following a descripbgrdohan Galtung (See
Lahiry, 2019), conflict could be seen in the imagea triangle with three
components. The components are contradictionudéiand behavior.
Contradiction embodies the situation in which theneo compatibility in
goals pursued by parties involved in conflict. Aitie refers to how the
parties involved in the conflict perceive or mispeve themselves while
behavior has to do with tendencies and actions ritsvaooperation or
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coercion. The key element or target of conflictolagon is the
development of an operational conflict theory teaaddles essential
uniformities and principles that characterize alhitict systems.

Peace, ‘though generally understood as an absénear or violence, an
occurrence of harmony characterized by a lack aflimb behavior and
freedom from fear of violence, has many connotatemd interpretations.
... To Christians, peace prevails when there is ndeing committed in
the world, while Islam says peace reigns whentffidel is dead or has
embraced the faith. ... Mahatma Gandhi contemplaéat not merely
as the absence of war and violence but also asditmm of society in
which individuals, groups and states reside intjoinderstanding and
assistance abjuring or refraining from ruling omdieating each other’
(Reddy and Reddy, 2015: 11). Peace is thus viewethadhesive force
necessary for societal development. It is a stdtebalance and
understanding in oneself and between others, wieepect is appreciated
and gained through the acceptance of differencessigtence of
tolerance, a resolution of conflict through dialegnd respect of people’s
rights. Peace is a complex concept and cuts aérossa person to a
family, community, nation, region, continent to thwaole world. It is
most reasonable and practical to view peace asafipgeciation of
differences and as something positive that craatesdependence.

For long, International Relations experts and tis¢®rfocused on
‘negative peace’ — absence of violence or confti’tvention. Their
attention was occupied with how to ensure the afycof international
law, nuclear disarmament and the functioning ofenmational
organizations. These were thought to be useflierprevention of wars.
However, the vicissitudes of the international fcdl system have
dissected the illusions of such political thoughesnce, the consideration
of other important concepts in the areas of econojumstice, social
equality, cultural diversity and environmental gsligh By extension,
beyond the popular military approach to securitg,new have economic
security, social security cultural security and ismrvmental security.
Denial of social justice and economic welfare aasi®d determinants of
conflicts as peace is not limited to the absencevaf There are non-
traditional security threats (including ethnic n@s, gender violence,
racism, environmental degradation, adverse climetange, global
terrorism, religious fundamentalism) which pose reater challenge
before mankind.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Explain Johan Galtung’s description of the compdsenh conflict.
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this question.
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45 Conflict Resolution

Conflict resolution relates more to what is doneetsure control or
resolve conflict and these will include conflict n@agement, containment,
negotiation, settlement and conciliation. As a diebf study in
International Relations, conflict resolution begaound the same time as
international security studies in the Post-Worldr\W4 era and focused
mainly on conflict as a specific phenomenon. Caohflesolution has a
normative concern desiring to ‘transform a socigtya state of war
(violent conflict) into a state of negative peatige(absence of violent
conflict) and transform a state of negative peate a state of positive
peace (the absence of violent conflict and exigeoic social justice)
(Sousa, 2018: 5).

Conflict management has to do with the attempt &tpra involved in
conflict to reduce the level of hostility and gester some order in their
relations. It is a conscious and rational decisitaking process in which
the conflicting parties take concrete steps to chage tension or
terminate the crisis in a mutually acceptable mgnwéth or without
external intervention (Bercovitch and Regan, 199%hen conflict is
successfully managed, it leads to complete reswiuti issues previously
stoking conflict. This usually manifests in changé behavior and
attitudes. On the other hand, successful manageoheoinflict can also
lead to an acceptable settlement, ceasefire aapagreement. In Article
33(1) of the United Nations Charter, policy toolsiéable for conflict
management are grouped into four categories. Theyde the use of
force, judicial and legal processes, formal andrimial bilateral methods
and other forms of non-coercive methods. Each edd@happroaches has
different features, aims and objectives and alsailsrdifferent costs and
resources (Bercovitch and Gartner, 2009).

In the international political system, there areafic factors that impact
on processes of conflict resolution. The factordude (i) the character
of the international system, (ii) the nature ofoaftict and (iii) the type
and disposition of states involved in the conflithe character of the
international system at any given time affectsdRpectations of states
and the type of strategies they may choose to gepltackling conflict.
The character of the international system may rémge features such as
polarity of the global arena, existing patternsalgnment and alliances,
nature of the distribution of power capabilitiebeTinternational political
system may be unipolar, bipolar or multipolar. &apreference in terms
of defense and security is often conditioned updratever form of
polarity that prevails on the world stage.

Second, the nature of a conflict and the type stigas at stake will
determine the ways and how the conflict is manalgsdes in the conflict
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may range from matters of sovereignty, security étion, issues of self-
determination and ideological preferences bordeingthe political
system to be adopted by the state to other arems®interest. Bercovitch
and Gartner (2009) note that issues of conflicoimwmg peoples’ beliefs
(religious, cultural, ideological), security or figéorial integrity, are
extremely difficult to manage and would linger ader time. Sometimes,
such sensitive matters entail the use of coercigthads to resolve. The
protracted conflict in the Middle East region pies a close case study
here. The Middle East conflict is shrouded in mdekp-rooted disputes
over values and ideologies. Knowing that ideologiisputes are mostly
zero-sum conflicts, they leave little or no roomegotiation Again, the
number of issues tangled in a conflict and thedrigiwith which the
actors/states involved grabble to protect thegredgts may determine the
duration and method to resolve the conflict.

On the third (type and disposition of states ineoln the conflict), it is
believed that the structural properties and coter@sts of states impact
their predisposition and choice of methods to mseesolving conflicts.
For example, liberals opine that democratic statesmore inclined to
resort to peaceful methods of conflict resoluticecduse the internal
normative roots of their governmental systems. &hmajor foundations
that underpin the non-preference for war among aeactes include
political culture (shared norms that promote peagedtterns of conflict
resolution), structures (institutional constraints governance which
limits powers available for use by the decision-erak and democratic
leaders’ perceptions (Kleiboer, 1996: 362). Butemdcratic states are
more prone to deploy coercive medium in the purstiitheir national
goals. The duration of conflict in terms of daynths or years is linked
to the persistence of change of attitudes of theesaries toward the
conflict (Kleiboer, 1996: 362).

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

According to Article 33(1) of the United Nations &ter, what are th
four categories of policy tools available for cactfimanagemen

19

46 Summary

This unit assessed the concept of conflict andlicbmésolution. Inputs
of Karl Marx who is rated as the proponent of cehfiheory facilitated
the development of the segment. Human behavisedial contexts as a
function of conflicts between and among competingugs were
considered. Division of societies into two unequédsses and the
predatory exploitations by the rich against thergye components of the
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conflict studies. At the international level, thaituinvestigated the
various approaches for effective management arudutésn of conflicts.
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ﬁ4.8 Possible Answer sto Self-assessment Exer cise

Self-Assessment Exercise 1
Marx is of the view that human society is dividedoi two unequal
classes comprising the rich (the haves) and the (ibe have-nots).
The rich controls the means of production and ithistion of the state.
He believes that the rich exploit the poor throuigh capitalist
machineries designed to unduly appropriate ressusred profits
generated during economic production processes.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2
Contradiction, attitude and behavior.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3
The use of force, legal processes, formal andnmédbilateral methods
and other forms of non-coercive method

Not more than 5 minutes to answer this ques
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MODULE 3 PERSPECTIVES AND ANALYSES OF
BARGAINING, FUNCTIONALISM AND
INTEGRATION, GAMES, AND SYSTEMS

THEORIES.
Unit 2 Theories of Functionalism and Integration
Unit 1 Bargaining Theory
Unit 3 Games Theory
Unit 4 Systems Theory

UNIT 1 BARGAINING THEORY

Unit Structure

1.1  Introduction

1.2  Learning Outcome

1.3 Meaning and Relevance of Bargaining Theory

1.4 Bargaining Theory from the Lens of Non-coopieea Game
Theory

1.5 Bargaining Theory in the Cold and Post-Cold s

1.6 Summary

1.7 References/Further Readings/Web Sources

1.8 Possible Answers Self-Assessment Exercises

po.
@1.1 Introduction

The importance of bargaining theory lies much & abntribution to
peaceful resolution of conflicts through negotiatianechanism.
Bargaining theory becomes even more critical inndégrnational system
generally seen as anarchical and where powerfidnmsaare prepared to
make absolute gains, not minding the status of emalations. In the
international system, cooperation and conflicts aeen as critical
components of bargaining theory because of its§@cufetching for and
reaching decisions on best ways to divide the gamanating from joint
actions. The possibility of greater gains emerdnogn joint operations
and decisions provides incentives for more cooperatThis unit
analyzes the dynamic interplay of state intereststhe probabilities of
flexibility in view of peaceful settlement of cordls in the international
system. It also espoused the place of willingness unwillingness of
actors to provide vital information during a bargag period. The utility
of bargaining theory in the Cold and Post-Cold Weariods was
considered.
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@ 1.2 Learning Outcome

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

o analyze the meaning and relevance of bargainin@ryhén
International Relations.

o discuss factors that determine whether or not actalt resort to
bargaining.

o evaluate the role of (mis)information in the bargag process and

reasons for the failure of bargaining among actors.

Meaning and Relevance of Bargaining Theory

In a simple expression, bargaining is all ‘abowtidieg how to divide the
gains from joint action’ (Powell, 2002). It is alidine coordination of
actions in the process of exchanging goods andesain a peaceful
manner rather than through the costly use of ferbieh could further
destroy instead of divide and share resource betwad among parties
involved. In the international political systemeth are notions that in a
situation of conflicting interests between or amostgtes, countries
involved would evaluate mechanisms available tootiate settlements
with preferable results for the conflicting partieBy extension,
bargaining is the foremost tendency judging thaprivides multiple
positive options that are preferable to risking tmecertainties that
accompany wars. This also means that conflicadahthest option in the
bargaining process as it only appears following filuure of parties
involved to come up with proposals that are muyudleneficial
(StudyCorgi, 2022).

The incentive to participate in a bargaining precasses mainly from the
existence of expected gains. To a large extentatheunt of material
power available to a state or an actor influenbesbiargaining power of
the state or the actor as well as expected gaioweMer, more physical
strength and financial resource are not the omaathges in bargaining
situations. Schelling (1960), in his book “The &&gy of Conflict”
argues that bargaining power also depends reagoonalihe credibility
of threats and promises. In some situations, agugrtb Schelling,
restricting one’s options may be beneficial. Weasnmay be strength
since it can force others to make concessions. ,Abswgaining in
International Relations often happens at more thae level. At the
international level, statesmen may bargain oveagitrement with fellow
statesmen, while at the same time bargaining wothektic constituents
over the ratification of such an agreement. Thus statesman must take
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into account the interests of international actensile at the same time
taking into account pressures from different domesictors, each
pressuring the statesman to adopt policies faverédltheir interests
(Schelling, 1960).

By bargaining power, we mean the capacity of tiagesto successfully
push for their position or interest in a negotiatidhere are two main
sources of bargaining power — argumentation antitutisnal power.
Under argumentation, the states involved are erpletti debate about
their positions and claims made in a negotiatiomatTmeans also that
interests are not fixed but flexible as actors @erty to attempt to
persuade other parties. It is believed that argtatien as a source of
bargaining power is a critical strategy often dgptb by weaker parties
in a negotiation because they see it as a veritabléo leverage on while
pushing their powers to convince the more powestates to change their
perception in a debate. It is an easier way fomtbaker actor to achieve
an agreement that is closer to their own preference

Institutional power is also another major source@ier in international
negotiations. Small states often have a signifieambunt of institutional
power due to their sheer numbers which allows thash their agenda in
a negotiation more effectively. Some of the insimoal structures of
power include chairing meeting and agenda settiniglwplaces states at
advantageous positions to influence the outcomeegbtiations. Again,
small states can band themselves together in &ionah order to vote
as a block. Thus, while they may lack bargainingv@oindividually,
small states are able to mobilize significant an@irpower collectively
(Western, 2020).

Self-assessment Exercise 1

Discuss the defining feature of “argumentation’$ @ source of
bargaining.
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this question.

1.4 Bargaining Theory from the Lens of Non-cooperative
Game Theory

Potential gains to be made also means that eatheoéctors on the
bargaining table is prepared to maximize benefiid may even take
certain steps in order to reduce the chances @eawnt if their own
advantage is threatened. This thought patternliangguenced Rubistein
(see, Powell, 2002) who analyzes the bargainingrthifom the lens of
non-cooperative game theory in which rather thaug$aon the properties
of a bargaining outcome, emphasizes the bargapnocess. Rubistein’s
study elaborates his non-cooperative approach bteraéng the
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relevance of a setting in which negotiation is ieghout and also on how
that settings shape bargaining strategies andutoemes.

Another angle to the non-cooperative method isplaee of bargaining
protocol in which three categories are identifialbiethe first category,
only one actor makes a specific offer. The actokesaa one-off offer to
the other party and the offer made leaves no rcamhdggling. It is a
take-it-or-leave-it offer. If the other party actefhe offer presented, the
two parties will receive and share the outcomdefdffer. On the second
category, although one actor unilaterally makes differ, there are
multiple offers (not one item) presented on theati@tjon table. In the
third category, offers are alternated by both paris the stakeholders
freely negotiate and counter offers presented leyatiner in a bid to
maximize one-sided gains (Powell, 2002).

The perception of parties involved in a conflicttwiegards to different
outcomes such as monetary cost, casualties, t@alitoss or gains and
so on, will determine whether a party will initiadebargain. But upon
certain conditions, parties to a conflict will cartly prefer negotiations
over war, especially at that point in the confligpeness theory) when
they find themselves in a rough, thorny and hurstgemate. At that
point when both parties in the conflict realizettii@ey are mutually
hurting each other and neither of them could furtezalate the conflict
to their own gains at any desirable or acceptaise they will seek a way
out of the conflict. Resorting to bargaining instimstance could also be
the function of ‘war weariness’ whereby partiesilong-lasting conflict
come to realize that there is a low probabilitywmtory and thus choose
negotiation even without achieving their goals mil' f(Kalin and
Abduljaber, 2020: 90). There are, however, optevealable to parties on
the negotiation table should the bargaining pro@esserminated. Like
the marketing world, one actor might pull out o thargaining process
SO as to engage with another actor or even resditigation in order to
actualize its goals. Again, one party might de¢aelose the bargaining
window and use the force of arms to achieve itdsydeanere is also the
possibility that if a state ‘prefers the status qomer a negotiated
agreement then the state cannot credibly commiatidy during the
bargaining process’ (Western, 2020: 175).

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

In connection with Rubistein’s analysis of bargagtheory, what i$
the main focus of the non-cooperative game theory.
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this question.
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1.5 Bargaining Theory in the Cold and Post-Cold WaiEras

The utility and importance of bargaining theoryleeted during the Cold
War era. The major issues addressed by the activaif nuclear
deterrence were simply to prevent attacks eitheherJS or the SU. The
tension became more worrisome when both superp@egrared mutual
assured destructive capabilities through their séirike abilities. At
that level, each side in the conflict was capalbldestroying the other
even after absorbing a first strike. Thus, coerdmagaining through
mutual assured capability became competitive ik-taking. With the
end of the Cold War and the superpower rivalrygharing through the
use of nuclear deterrence has waned. In the Pddt\®ar period, the
world has witnessed the rascality of rogue stateuntries that are
willing to take greater than normal risks while guing their national
goals. Such states are believed to be able to de¢etUnited States
(Frieden and Lake, 2005). Since the end of the @&, US foreign
policy has practically shifted from its half centdocus dominated by the
superpower struggle with the Soviet Union to thalleimges presented by
rogue states. No sooner had the fear of superpaggression subsided,
when regional aggression took the stage with tf#01€aqi invasion of
Kuwait. The potentials of regional aggression hg\waalverse effects on
the international system served to transform thenton of U.S. foreign
policy makers (Reilly, 2007).

The bargaining theory of war has marked a turnioigtgn the evolution
of International Relationas it provides a new theoretical foundation for
the study of the causes of large-scale confliagisviBus efforts in conflict
studies largely attempted to identify the attrilsuté individuals, states
and the wider system that engender conflicts. Betlargaining theory
of war has brought to the fore explanations depgctviolence as the
product of private information with incentives toismepresent and
problems of credible commitment’ (Frieden and Lak@05: 146). This
demonstrates war as a bargaining failure that keawe¢h sides worse off
than if they had resorted to negotiation. Bargajrfailure and war occur
when an actor involved in a conflict has some itizes not to reveal its
private information in order to prevent a mutuddneficial negotiation
to take place. Unevenness of information availdbleelation to the
various areas of the negotiation process and dismusnay determine
whether peace or war will be experienced.

The 1991 and 2003 US wars in Irag had the attrébotéargaining failure
considering the role and use of private informatwith the aim to
misrepresent. In the 2003 Iragi War and knowintyfwell that they were
not capable of facing the US forces in a directficomation, the Iraqgis
made plans not to engage in any direct wars wighAmerican forces.
They chose guerrilla warfare whereby they strasdjiand formed
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smaller cells in order to embark on a war of attnit Both the Iraqi forces
and the American forces refused to unveil theitldadtrategy. On the
other hand, apart from bargaining failure, wars awo break out if the
parties in the conflict are unable to adhere tm$eand conditions of the
bargain. When a bargain is not in the intereshefstakeholders involved
in the conflict, the chances of its survival igtsliSo, even in situations
where there is no private information reserveddnyips in a conflict, lack
of credible commitment is possible to undermine estpd outcomes
(Frieden and Lake, 2005).

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

Examine any important development that promotedréhevance of
bargaining theory during the Cold War period.

Not more than 5 minutes to answer this ques

N\ A [
9,
1.6 Summary

In this unit, we have looked at various perspestigEbargaining theory
and its importance in the international system.g@oation and conflict
are pictured as major integral parts of bargaittegry in an international
arena generally seen as chaotic and anarchicalumiielso examined
and discussed the two main sources of bargainiagpe argumentation
and institutional power. The dynamism of bargainihgory during the
Cold and Post-Cold War eras were expatiated.

N

Frieden, J. A. and Lake, D. A., (2008)ternational Relationas a Social
Science: Rigor and Relevance. The Annals of the rkae
Academy, Retrieved from
https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/jfrieden/filesiatsapss 2005.pd
f, Date Accessed: June 22, 2022

1.7 References/Further Reading/Web Sources

Kalin, 1. and Abduljaber, M. (2020). The Determitguof Negotiation
Commencement in Civil Conflicts,Journal of Conflict
Transformation and Security, Vol. 8, No. 1, 86-113

O'Reilly, K. P. (2007). Perceiving Rogue StateseTse of the “Rogue
State” Concept by U.S. Foreign Policy Elitdsoreign Policy

75



POL 851 THEORIESAND STRATEGIC ANALYSISIN
INTERNATIONALRELATIONS

Analysis, Vol. 3, No. 4, 295-315. Oxford University Press.
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24907295

Powell, R., (2002). Bargaining Theory and Interoia&l Conflict.Annual
Reviews, Political Science, Vol 5, 1-30.

Schelling, T. C., (1960Yhe Strategy of Conflict. Massachusetts: Harvard
University Press. ISBN 0-674-84031-3 (Paper).

StudyCorgi, (2022). Bargaining Theory: A Better Exmtion of Why
Wars Happen. Retrieved frohitps://studycorgi.com/bargaining-
theory-a-better-explanation-of-why-wars-happen/ Date
Accessed: June 22, 2022.

Western, S. D., (2020). Bargaining Power at thedtiagon Table and
Beyond. International Negotiation, Vol. 25, 169-28@ailable on
https://brill.com/view/journals/iner/25/2/article-
pl69 1.xml?language=en

J:: 1.8 Possible Answers t&elf-assessment Exercise

Self-Assessment Exercise 1
In the context of argumentation, states involvedthe bargaining
process allow room for debates to be made overevbaentitiement
that is at stake. Negotiations are made. Implicitiferests are not fixed
but flexible as actors are liberty to attempt tespade other parties.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2
Rubistein emphasizes that rather than focus onptbperties of a
bargaining outcome effort should be made to comagnton the
bargaining process. He believes that the settimgalfich negotiatior
takes place) shape bargaining strategies and ticeroas.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3
Global panic triggered by tensions and hostilityozsated with nuclea
arsenal necessitated urgent negotiations betweeudriiied States and
the Soviet Union as well as other powerful natidhBad become clear
that both superpowers had acquired mutual assuestrudtive
capabilities through their second-strike abilitidsach side in thg
conflict was capable of destroying the other eviéer absorbing a firg
strike. Under this condition, bargaining becameegssary optio

=

D

—
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UNIT 2 THEORIES OF FUNCTIONALISM  AND
INTEGRATION

Unit Structure

2.1  Introduction

2.2  Learning Outcome

2.3 Main Focus of Functionalism

24  Spill-over Effects and Progressive Incremesial
2.5 Integration and Neo-functionalism

2.6 Summary

2.7 References/Further Readings/Web Sources
2.8 Possible Answers Self-Assessment Exercises

—
@2.1 Introduction

Within the context of functionalism, David Mitrarsyiajor proposition
envisions non-territorial functional agencies thatl supplant states
systems. He combines strands of utilitarianismlyeaterdependence
liberalism and pluralism in his quest for the remmgation of the
international system. Another defining feature ‘iMitrany’s
functionalism is that people are best to coopearatgeas which directly
affect them and in which they share expertise &atl such cooperation
can evolve organically and without central orgatiaza (Theiler, 2022:
315).

The core tenets of theories of functionalism andgration is collective
governance and interdependence of states and atn-sictors.
Integration in the international system is expedtedappen when actors
are able to incrementally improve their own intésteuctures in areas of
economic cooperation, technical cooperation, hutasan assistance
and other major fields of relations. It advocatbe importance of
identifying specific problems whose impacts afféset common interests
of states and which necessitates the need to étabhd promote
international organizations that will facilitateeticooperation of states in
a bid achieve common goals. The pursuit of commoalsgby global
actors would engender the desire for cooperatithrerahan war. The rise
and reign of theories of functionalism and inteigrathave indeed
impacted realism and its concentration on soversigtes as the sole or
most important actor in the international systene dis priority of
international organizations as prominent in drivimgrld politics. Neo-
functionalism further broadens hitherto hypothesesade by
functionalists.
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@ 2.2  Learning Outcomes

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

o discuss the key arguments of theories of functiemaland
integration.

o evaluate the centrality of “spill-over effects’hithe theory of
functionalism.

o analyze how neo-functionalism adds to theoriesuotfionalism
and integration

Main Focus of Functionalism

Functionalism can be said to be a derivative ofrtfagor feature of the
liberal democratic ideology which envisions a stycief states where
individuals are at liberty to enter into variousrs of relationships
including diverse forms of interactions at the intgional level. As a
theory in International Relations functionalism promotes the
obsolescence of the state as a dominant form atlsaad political
relations. It focuses much on global integratiowleding the possibility
of regional integration and emphasizing commonréegts and common
needs shared by states.

In the field of International Relationsa remarkable feature of
functionalism is that global integration is inspirey the whittling away

of state sovereignty in a bid to encouraging tlvelwvement of scientists,
experts and technocrats in the process of pubtisida-making. The aim
is to establish a network of interdependent statesfashion of building

a supranational institution that would ensure petm& and order for

individuals (llievski, 2015). As we know it, the lfere of individuals is

key in the postulations of the liberal-democratimkers. This position is
similarly shared by the functionalist who howevermore concerned
specific needs of each individual (Tooze, 1977).

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

Evaluate the main focus of functionalism in thddief International
Relations
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this ques
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2.4  Spill-over Effects and Progressive Incrementasim

Functionalist theorists focus on the progressiveveltmment of
integration and therefore emphasize the place ate of ‘spill-over’
effects. Spill-over could be seen as a conditiomwimch an established
action that is tied to a goal creates a situatiber& the original goal can
only be guaranteed if further actions are takenthkir reading, they
perceive the importance of previous institutioretian which achieved
limited cooperation and hopefully expect a buildup the way of
expansionism and growth. Spill-over indicates sdewel of positive
feedbacks and development and promotes self-supgorsocial
processes which incrementally grows (Gehring, 199&¢gration has to
do with the idea of organizing in a group of twanaore units with a view
to enhancing the possibility of unification. Un#éitton and centralization
are key concepts in the pursuit of integrationa&ask, integration seeks
to establish a unified legal framework, create cammnstitutions,
develop a decision-making center, project a unigeatity and build a
political community. ‘The main point in this intedmg activity is the
process of delegating the autonomy of the politigaits to the newly
formed political community’ (llievski, 2015: 3).

In historizing integration in a political sensee ttheory of social contract
(as shaped by Thomas Hobbes, John Locke and Jegqme3aRousseau)
readily comes to mind. The subject of the integrast project are
individuals who limit their private freedom in omd® establish a new
political community that would be tasked with thesponsibility of

harmonizing the society to achieve order and aeatchy. Later on, we
find the works of Immanuel Kant (who was zealousaofualizing a

perpetual peace and greater good) advocating fgiolsal federation

where various republics delegate their sovereigtty upper state
hierarchy in order to achieve a global integratioa political sense.

In some sense, functionalism and its later modibca in

neofunctionalism (a sub-structure of functionalismigject the
assumptions of power-orientation of the realistandtionalism and
neofunctionalism prefer and advocate a strategyatdsv building
institutionally supported progressive incrementalis They draw
attention to the distinction between issues bondewen power (high
politics) and those other issues bordering on welfiow politics) and
subsequently emphasize that issues bordering owelfare of people
would yield greater dividends in the direction loé tcollective pursuit of
common interest. For the functionalist perceptidnth® international
political system, proper management of life and annsociety will
naturally produce better results rather than theugoon political
governance. Therefore, efforts should be investe isetting up
organizations where people who are competent stiav@ursue the
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collective interest of the people. ‘Institution®sld be shaped according
to the functions which they were actually intentiegerform for, bearing
in mind to actualize the interest of actors conedrnin International
Relations functionalism envisages non-territorial functibagencies that
will supplant state systems and take on them sied&providing for the
general needs of populations beyond national bsrder

International functionalism is frequently cited ithe history of
international integration as a path towards thergaoization of the
international system. Alleged failure of the Eurapentegration project
as well as that of the UN specialized agenciesodve and become what
international functionalists envisioned it to beerss to be the main
argument. International functionalists are accudeoking economically
reductionists and apolitical. Some think that tbectionalist idea of
attempting to move power and responsibilities aftamy state sovereigns
would be impossible since national governments diaiways resist such
global integrationist project (Theiler, 2022). lhig way, political
integration is linked to the emergence of anothditipal community
which would superimpose itself over the pre-exgtimes and depending
on the scope of agreement transfer expected loydlslites from the
national to the supranational political entity (@ef, 1996).

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Analyze spill-over effects and progressive incretaksm as espoused
by the theory of functionalism.
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this question.

2.5 Integration and Neo-functionalism

Neofunctionalism stands out among the early theooé European
integration in its sophistication and in the amowhtcriticism it has
attracted. It was first formulated in the late 1950d early 1960s by Ernst
Haas in response to the establishment of the EG#8ldater the EEC.
Shortly before the publication of Haas’ seminal lkhodhe Uniting of
Europe, in 1958, cooperation on coal and steel under th&E&bad
“spilled over” into the EEC and the European AtemEnergy
Community (Euratom). Later on, the formation of ttiestoms union
ahead of schedule and the progress made on the GorAgricultural
Policy supported and elevated the neo-functiongisipositions and
claims. In many ways, these integrationist develepis buttressed the
position of early proponents of neofunctionalisntlsias Haas and
Lindberg who had assumed that there was no going da integration
once the process of spillover had been initiatedi that the process was
bound to gain momentum (Macmillan, 2008). Regaslle$ the
challenges and stagnation that seemed to beaheutgo-functionalist
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hypothesis from the 1960s to the 1980s and whigkatened the
integration project in Europe during the “Empty &h Crisis”,
neofunctionalism made a comeback with its resurg@mthe mid-1980s.
However, a major lesson that came out of the nebifumalism-crisis that
ensued was that national governments could, arsdnme cases would,
try to stop further attempts at integration — tiée rof nationalism in
defining regional integration.

Neo-functionalism is largely interested in the @m®g of increasing

integration rather than in the interaction of astam a fairly stable

environment. Neo-functionalists place emphasishenrtle of non-state
actors and social forces in promoting the dynarofcstegration. They

consider the essence of having a secretariat asajue feature and power
of a full-fledged political integration. It is th@esence and functioning of
a secretariat that enables intergovernmental ozgdons to experience
governance that is distinct from its member-staiemmber-states do not
determine the running of the secretariat but plastain given roles to

ensure the actualization of goals set by the orgdioin. Once a member
state has accessed the intergovernmental orgamzayi signing into its

membership, it is squarely the responsibility @f tihganization to enforce
the managerial operations of the day-to-day affairshe organization

(Hamad, 2016).

As an extension of functionalism, neo-functionalisnakes effort to
address some of the weaknesses inherent in thednalist postulations
especially as it concerns the concept of regiamtabration. In the views
of Mithrany, a founding father of functionalismsapranational authority
would be established based on functions and nefdsctionalism
believes member-states have the capacity to engegidbal unity
through the promotion of specialized institutioBsit neo-functionalism
considers the necessity of a secretariat and sgualps as the engine
room for the advancement of political integratioA. bottom-top
methodology is stressed by neo-functionalists as #pproach in
enhancing regional integration. For neo-functicstali economic
cooperation is the foundation upon which, with adage of time and
trust, member-states would be able to proceed umsvagrolitical
cooperation. The bottom-top approach will be adkiethrough a spill-
over effect as cooperation in a particular ared nétessitate the quest
for another area of cooperation.

Neo-functionalists encourage a rapid process efation among states
(regional integration). At the initial stages, s&tvould integrate in few
areas of common economic (functional) interestdelan, states that
were able to cooperate in their own chosen areesageration will begin

to experience growth and thus become inspiredrid fnore areas of
cooperation. It will begin with non-formal type @boperation and grows.
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When the non-formal type of cooperation beginstessovereignty

remains since institutional frameworks are stilengovernmental and
based on unanimity. As growth is experienced in enonits of

cooperation among the states in agreement, thereddsr closer

partnership opens space for political integratismpranational political
entity. Progressively, the next stage (politicagration), begins to set in
— institutionalization of the cooperation procesgessoon as institutions
with autonomy are established, supranationalism teartsformation in

the structure of states begin and cooperation gibduranscending

towards integration and ultimately into a politic@mmunity in which

supranational institutions absorb national soventgig

However, Neo-functionalists like Ernst Haas haverberiticized for
being over ambitious. They were not able to explaays in which the
spill-over proceeds would accumulate and enableettgansion from
economic cooperation to political integration. @atily, the
supranational organization being described by Newtionalists has the
outlook of intergovernmental organization that wbile run under a
president. Implicitly, member-states would give thpir statehoods in
terms of sovereignty, relinquish their domestic powierarchy and then
look up to the bigger political structure laid bagatheir national space.
Ever since the failure of the European Union (adileg regional
integration model) to instrumentalize the spill-ogéects of its economic
cooperation and other forms regional agreements theyears, Neo-
functionalists have been widely criticized. Breigita case to remember.
The EU appeared not to agree with British lameotaind warnings
regarding imminent social crisis that loomed oviee tight of free
movement provided by the union. Besides its ingbilo provide or
predict time frame when the spill-over accruals ldaesult to political
integration, Neo-functionalists also underestimajeassly the place and
force of sovereignty of states and how states wdaldll in their powers
to retain their statehoods (Hamad, 2016).

It also appears as though Neo-functionalists’ cotreéion on the role of
supranational, transnational and sub-national actorthe process of
integration hampers their vision and ability to @oenodate the role of
member states within processes of integration (GghL996).

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

What are the main features of neo-functionalism.
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this question.
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9,

2.6 Summary

Unit 2 has deliberated on theories of functionaliamd integration.
Theories of functionalism and integration endeatorortray the vitality
of international organizations in addressing comngoals of people
across national borders and in ensuring sustainglbleal peace. The
unique approach of neo-functionalism in the proombf supranational
institutions and international cooperation tooleater stage in the study.
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ﬁZ.S Possible Answers t@Gelf-assessment Exercise

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

Within the jurisdiction of International Relations functionalism
stresses the obsolescence of the state as a darfunarof social ang
political relations. Unlike realists, rather thactard priority to power
and sovereignty of states, functionalism focusesniymaon global
integration.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2
The common denominator in concepts of spill-ovefea$ and
progressive incrementalism rests in the expectation progressive
development and integration. Spill-over refers twoadition in which
an established action that is tied to a goal cseatsituation where th
original goal can only be guaranteed if furthelicawt are taken. Th
target is towards achieving a build-up through twdus additions
carefully meant to actualize broader goals. Funetlists advocate ja
strategy towards building institutionally-supporteg@rogressive
incrementalism for purposes of expansion and growth

1%

D o

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

Neo-functionalism promotes:

i) rapid process of integration among states.

i) the role of non-state actors and social forcegramoting the
dynamics of integration.

iii). having a secretariat as the major feature

iv).  That member-states should not determine rthing of the
secretariat but facilitate the actualization of lgoset by the
organization.

v).  that at the initial stages, states shootdgrate in few areas of
common economic (functional) interes
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.’/ \
@3.1 Introduction

John von Neumann (a mathematician cum physicisRknmswvn as the
father of Games Theory. Games theory is a relgtisgdung and
developing framework of analysis and which has aadirscope of
application and relevance in many disciplines axresience and arts
faculties including political science ardternational Relationsin a
collaborative work with Oskar Morgenstern, Neumdemonstrated that
economic situations can be expressed as the outecbemmgame between
two or more players. Beyond economics, psychology ather basic
social science faculties, games theory has sinen lagplied in the
conduct of wars, politics and other strategic Seldh International
Relations Games theory serves as a model representingtamagtive
situation between or among rational players in Whine player’s payoff
relies on the decisions and strategic choicestmrgiarticipating players.
Essential ingredients that typify a games theociuite the availability of
players, strategy to be applied by players, payoé&ards or prize to be
received) and information.

©L,

By the end of this unit, you will be able to

Learning Outcome

. analyze the essential features of games theory
. evaluate the relevance of games theoryiarnational Relations
. discuss the weaknesses of games theory.
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Understanding Games Theory

Games theory is an autonomous discipline that fiexisression and
relevance in various fields of study including neattatics, economics,
biology, political science, computer science, péoiohy, International
Relationsand so on. In social sciences and behavioral esudjames
theory can utilize mathematical calculations in #tedy of actions,
strategy and conflict situations in which choiceada by other actors
determines the level of success that could beahailto for other actors
in terms of their own choice-making in the same ga@ames theory has
also been used in attempt to develop theories akl® in ethical and
normative behaviors. It has been experimented ion@wics and
philosophy to study rational behaviors and abibfyactors to choose
action plans based on their set prefereriBésiyan, 2016).

In a normal physical game designed to create fdreajoy entertainment,
there are essential elements — strategies, playm@spayoffs. Games
involve players of which the numbers could be iidinIn another
instance, players in a game could be extended twatens operating in
the international political system. It could als@ ltompanies or
international organizations. A game could also éscdbed based on the
rationality of players involved. A recurring assuiop in almost every
type of game is that the players are rational -heglayer has the
discretion to choose a line of action he/she beBevould yield expected
outcomes contingent upon what they think their cetigr would do.
‘Each actor tries to maximize gains or minimizesks under conditions
of uncertainty and incomplete information, whiclgu&es each actor to
rank order preferences, estimate probabilities, tando determine and
predict what the other actor is going to do’ (TerB@14: 2). It is also
important to note that games could be cooperativeon-cooperative. An
example of a cooperative game is one that allowssofor bargaining.
Importantly too is the fact that a game could beo#sam or non-zero-
sum. In a zero-sum game, the sum of the payoffsgants made to the
players equals zero.

Similar to physical games like chess and poker jritexnational system
engages actors and player in games that are mgadysum in nature. In
a zero-sum game, the gains of one player/actorethualosses suffered
by losers. That means that if Mr. Y wins $500, Mrwho was the
contender losses the sum of $500, hence, the ndaterec'zero-sum’. In

a non-zero-sum game, all players/actors could witoge together and
each participant has common and conflicting intsréslost of the games
in our real life and the business world are norezam games’ (Bhuiyan,
2016: 114). Ininternational Relationsgames theory is much about the
analysis of situations of cooperation and conflantsl involves rational
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decision-making by actors/players involved. Eactordglayer struggles

to win or make great gains at all costs. The camseces of the actions
of the players do not solely depend on their owcisien per say but also
on the decisions and choices of other players -epeddent and
interdependent decisions influence the outcomeomoactor/player has
full monopoly on possible outcomes of any gamesn&atheory is a
scientific discipline that investigates situatiafscooperation as well as
those of conflicts. It studies the various moded lavels of interaction

between and among actors and players, their ch@odshow their

decisions determine the results.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

In Games Theory, a recurring assumption is thapthgers are
(A). rational

(B). irrational

(C). funny

Not more than 4-2 minutes to answer this question.

3.4 The Prisoner’s Dilemma in Games Theory

One of the widely used example of games theory hie Prisoner’s

Dilemma which fits into the non-zero-sum game. Twisoners had been
accused of committing the same crime. They weraneliad in separate
prison cells and questioned differently. Theseqméss had unknown
options and choices to make, however, only a ceidasby one of the
two or both of them was required to produce thedadeconviction. First

option was that if none of the two confessed, baftthem could be

convicted of a much smaller offense and then inopesl just for a month.
Second option was that if both pleaded guilty, gemalty would be

reduced to about five years of imprisonment. Thjption was that if only

one of the two prisoners confessed, s/he would ibehdrged and
acquitted. The other prisoner who failed to confessild face the full

wrath of the law and would be imprisoned for teange The big question
is whether or not it is rational to remain sileatimit guilt or deny the
charges (Rapport, 1974, see Bhuiyan, 2016).

The gimmicks of games theory are hugely applicalpie visible in the
international system where there are several raftiptayers including
state and non-state actors who are largely drivernpiedetermined
interests and are eager to make gains at all clhsts.applied in war
strategies, war bargaining, conflict resolution, litmal economy
decisions, elections and voting, foreign policy lgsia and many other
strategic activities innternational Relationg€Games theory is a strategy
weapon frequently used by diplomats in their nedimins meant to
achieve greater gains in the national interesheir tstates especially in
situations of conflict. In the investigation ofri@r attacks, games theory

87



POL 851 THEORIESAND STRATEGIC ANALYSISIN
INTERNATIONALRELATIONS

is also of immense importance as it provides eidetobls needed to
analyze various levels of interactions betweenmitof attacks and the
sponsors of terrorism. Using the rational-actor etedSandler et. al.
(1983) llustrate scenario depicting negotiationogasses between
terrorists and government policymakers where vistare held, hostages
or property are seized and demands are made.einrtiodel, terrorists’
valuation of the likely concession to be grantedlgovernment is based
on a probability distribution, conditioned on pagbvernmental
concessions. Their analysis illustrates that theotists’ choices and
actions are influenced by those of the governmemt wice versa.
Moreover, each adversary acts on its beliefs obfiponent’s anticipated
actions’ (Sandler and Arce, 2003: 2).

What is essential of the games theory and itsungtntality in strategic
analyses is that it is not limited to military aeadonomic issues as it is
fundamental in the study and explanation of howmwvderstand politics
among nations in the international system. ‘Theception of nation-
states as interdependent, goal-seeking actoratligge heart of strategic
games analysis’ (Snidal, 1985: 25). Games theolpshi® expand the
realm of rational-actors’ model and predictions dr@y what was
previously provided by the realists’ perspectivgstb give attention not
only to situations of conflict but also to diversi&uations of cooperation
that exist in our complex international system.sTHimension of the
game theory provides much motivations to explorssjimlities in the
realm of integrating military, political, social @reconomic issues in
International Relations

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

The Prisoner’s Dilemma is an example of

(A). zero-sum game.

(B). non-zero-sum game

(C). prisoner’s game

Not more than -4 minutes to answer this questi

3.5 Criticism of the Games Theory

Some criticisms have been placed on games theaayt@asl of analysis
in International Relationsvhich itself is a form of substantive and
empirical field of action. In the field of Internabal Relations, game
theory is seen as too simple and rigid in the cemphternational
environment and lack flexibility for adaptation,athis, the forms of
activity of the international system cannot be ustted simply by using
the framework of game theory analysis (Zhang, 20ELythermore,
although, each player has a belief about the qifager’'s action, in most
cases players are not perfectly informed about thgbonent’s strategic
preferences in terms of cost, levels of capahilitend background
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knowledge (Oreagba, et. al., 2021). The activitigglayers take place in
a social structure that allows them to be compfedetonomous. Game
theory is designed in a manner that each agergsisnaed to be acting
strategically and targets to maximize their payoffgain, games theory
often demands more information than can be suppbedhe other hand,
it also does not incorporate other crucial infoioratequired for analysis.
For example, games theory does not always factothén historical
dimensions and details that ought to provide reievantext within
which interactions of actors take place. It alsesloot give adequate
information concerning the idiosyncrasy and perBtynaf actors in order
to allow room into elements that inform the behawviaf (ir)rational actors
and decision-makers involved in their game. Aggames theory fails to
give useful insights into the processes that geadoaeign policies which
actors work upon in the course of their engagements

Regardless of these accusations, there is a cavehe direction that
critics must realize that the main value of releeaof games theory does
not exist in assessing it as some form of desgapibol of analysis to
understand some historical pasts. Any attempt éenrégard of thinking
games theory in the descriptive mode will autonadifficflush out or
diminish its deductive instrumentality and sigraiice which ought to
enable us infer new propositions about the intéwnat system. The
beauty of games theory appears brighter both fertltieoretical and
empirical thinkers ‘when it is used to generate némdings and
understandings rather than to reconstruct individuaations. ... If the
underlying assumption of self-interested actionshyategically rational
states is correct, however, and preferences, gieateand payoffs can be
modeled accurately, then the theory will generamgpartant testable
predictions’ (Snidal, 1985: 27).

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

Analyze the criticism(s) against games theory.
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this ques

19

3.6  Summary

Unit 3.4 analyzed games theory and its essentmalacierizations. The
various categories of games theory (zero-sum amezem-sum game)
were explained. The unit also presented the Prisomdlemma as a
fundamental case study in the description of gdraery. The exhibitions
of states and non-state actors as rational plagee&ing to optimize
payoffs from the international system were notedtictms of games
theory were also provided.
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ﬁ&S Possible Answers t@Gelf-assessment Exercise

Self-Assessment Exercise 1
(A). rational

Self-Assessment Exercise 2
(B). non-zero-sum game

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

Critics believe that games theory demands morernmddon than is
necessary. It also does not create rooms requivethdorporate
different sides to important information needed nake holistic
analyses. Vital information such as historical lgaokind, ideograp
and the personality variables of actors are notigea. In the field of

-

processes that generate foreign policies whichraetork upon in the
course of their engageme.
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UNIT 4 SYSTEMS THEORY

Unit Structure

4.1  Introduction

4.2  Learning Outcome

4.3  Conceptualizing Systems Theory

4.4  Operationalizing Systems Theorylmternational Relations
4.5 Morton Kaplan’s Six Constructs of InternatioSgistem
4.6 Summary

4.7 References/Further Readings/Web Sources

4.8 Possible Answers Self-Assessment Exercises

£
@4.1 Introduction

Systems theory is considered as one of the mdstemiial theories of
International Relationbecause of its effort to take into consideratioa t
behavior of all major actors in the entire inteioiaal system. The
primary essence and nature of the agent-structleanship and forms
impact bequeathed by external (the wider systend) iaternal units

(domestic agents). Systems theory brings an additiapproach to the
study of behavior and operations of states intkermational system. Its
focus is on structures of the world system andngite to provide

explanation to the role of unit-level factors ahd place of identities.

@ 4.2

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

Learning Outcomes

. discuss Kenneth Waltz approach of systems theatyeranalysis
of world politics

o demonstrate the impact of the Cold War in the dgwakent of
systems theory imternational Relations

o evaluate, based on systems theory, Morton Kaplamgue
contribution in describing historical and futuretemational
systems.

Conceptualizing Systems Theory

In trying to answer the question of what systenesti is (in the study of
international politics), Kenneth Waltz recommendsnparing analytic
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with systems approach. For him, the analytic metheguires reducing

the entity to its discrete parts and examining rth@ioperties and

connections. The whole is understood by studyiageiéments in their
relative simplicity and by observing the relatidrestween them. ... the
relation between each pair of variables is seplgraeamined. After

similarly examining other pairs, the factors arenbined in an equation
in which they appear as variables in the stateroktite causal law. The
elements, disjoined and understood in their sirtpli@re combined or

aggregated to remake the whole, ... (Waltz, 1979: Bfileed, relative

to the systemic approach, the analytic method nspler and works

excellently in situations where relations amongesahfactors can simply
be resolved into relations between pairs of vaeisbihile other things
are held equal. But analytic method is only suéintiwhere the systems-
level effects are non-existent or weak enough tmgbered.

In seeking to understand International Relatiortbvaorld politics, Waltz
believes that the systems approach works bettedelderibes a system as
a set of interacting units and notes that a systensists of a structure
(the systems-level component that makes it possibt®nsider units as
forming a set as distinct from a mere collectiommifar to Waltz,
Aristotle opines that knowledge is derived by sindyand understanding
a phenomenon from the whole and not that of thgleiconstituent parts.
Correspondingly, there is a strong belief that rdeo to build more
applicable explanations in social sciences, theraeied to approach a
phenomenon under investigation through the lensesmplex systems
theory so as to increase better study and undeisgnof the
phenomenon. This seems to be foundation of theertimciplinarity
concept’. Systems theory ‘is an interdisciplinangdry ... as well as
framework with which we can investigate phenomermanfa holistic
approach. ... The systemic perspective argues thateveot able to fully
comprehend a phenomenon simply by breaking it tqpalementary parts
and then reforming it; we instead need to applyl@a vision to
underline its functioning’ (Mele, 2010: 127). Obusgly, systems theory
marks a significant shift in attention from focugion the part to
examining the whole.

By way of definition, a system is a set of elememtsking together as
integral parts of a mechanism, interconnected nétvas a complex

whole (Fisunoglu, 2019). It is a system is a umtyparts which are
interconnected, located in a region, and had sammang forces; such as
the State, political parties, agencies, etc. Stateexample, is a collection
of some elements, for instance some provinceswgeeconnected to form
a country in which the driving force is the peop{&usumawardhana,
2017: 92). A system is a unit formed out of sevemahponents or parts.
Each component is cohesive, interdependent andcarteected with

other constituent parts composed of the systemystem is holistic in
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organizing its function as one component part isatequate enough to
predict the next expected behavior or outcome®¢ttitire system. In any
given system, a set of units are closely interlthke a degree that
whatever changes affect any element or unit withen system impacts
changes in the other integral parts of the whostesy.

The systems approach became significant in fidlgslitical science and
International Relationduring the Cold War era. It arose from the
complexities of the ideological confrontations beén the capitalists and
communist forces which saw the rise of weapons agsrdestruction,
inventions in the fields of cybernetics, computeresce and so on.
Subsequently, the need to emphasize an integraigd@nmprehensive
approach to addressing complex problems that acaoieg the Cold
War became necessary. This resulted to the emergefnihe Systems
Theory and the choice of the systems approachriousareas of both
natural and social sciences. The idea was sim@y ¢ach and every
system in the international system is interconrteeted therefore exert
some level of influence and force over one another.against the
reductionist model in pure sciences which treaésrthtural and social
world as a fragmented whole by way of examining twnbined
elements, the systems approach gives attentiohetalynamics of the
system itself. Systems theory goes beyond thetiwadl approach of
which gives attention to domestic factors such tsesideology,
idiosyncrasy of the national leader or presidemwt @tier internal factors
that impact the behavior of the state. It seesgigenational system as an
integrated whole and therefore attempts to undealsts major function
and coordinating powers.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

What were the circumstance(s) that brought to ahe the significance
of systems theory imternational Relatiors
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this ques

1%

4.4 Operationalizing Systems Theory in International
Relations

In the study ofinternational Relationssystems approach is applied to
study a phenomenon by merely examining the functain the
international system rather than examining eaciteased activity of the
units and elements composed of itlnternational Relationghe concept
of system often depicts the international or waydtem(s). A group of
states forms an international or world systeméf tiehavior of one state
has the capacity to attract attention or produd®rme that impact the
outlook and behavior of other states. That is tp that the action or
inaction of one state becomes a factor in the aadaf other states. Using
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the IMF as example, we know that whenever theranianterest rate
fluctuation by the United States, other countries a@fected by it. The
balance of payments profile and even productiortesys of other
countries are impacted whenever the US raisesiiéseist rates. Also,
following the US invasion of Iraq, the world systemas witnessed
increase in the number of studies focusing on grablof insurgency and
terrorism (Fisunoglu, 2019).

However, it is also important to mention that ie tontemporary world
system, international relation is no longer limitt'edan aggregation of
relations between and among states. The Cold Wiaated and opened
up a particular reconfiguration to the framework tbé international

system beyond a state-based system. The collapbe @old War and
the disintegration of the SU was a historic oppatiuto reassess the
composition of both the factors and actors influegactivities in the

global scene. There are now actors at variousdeaeting horizontally

and vertically and they all combine to making relas become more
complex. In the old order ointernational Relationsactivities were

precipitated and responded to by sovereign stdtas rhade up the
interstate-system formation and the pursuit of amati interest

preoccupied most agenda of the foreign policies sthtes

(Kusumawardhana, 2017).

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

What is the importance of systems theory in theystof events in the
international system?
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this ques

A)”4

4.5 Morton Kaplan’s Six Constructs of International System

In the study of International Relations, systenepotlg is recognized as
one of the important theories. While David Eastemedoped this theory

in the field of national politics, Morton A. Kaplaexamined systems
theory in the field of international politics anelations. Kaplan believes
that there is a degree of regularity and uniformmtyhe behavior of states
in the international system and that such regylgmbduces some level
of coherence necessary foternational Relationstudents and scholars
to develop applicable models needed to interp@ajloccurrences. He
conceived an idea of six different internationadteyns out of which two

have already manifested at various periods in histdbalance of power

and the loose bipolar systems.

Kaplan’s first construct of international systeraghe balance of power
system which dated between the eighteenth centndy the time of
commencement of the WW 1. That system of the iatynal system was
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multipolar and comprised five great European powarsomparable
power — Britain, France, Austria, Prussia and RusEnough, these great
powers experienced times of war, they showed higaedency for
diplomatic settlements rather than military aggessThe desire to
maintain a form of balance where none of the polwecame hegemonic
and threatening was visible among them such tlegt éinsured that none
of the powers was defeated completely or whittlet @f significance.
Again, the others could form an alliance againgtarthem whose rising
power jeopardizes the balance or against any sapoaal organizing
principles. The existence of each of the five gpatvers was crucial to
achieving the needed balance of power. They alearijp defeated or
constrained essential national actors to re-ehgesystem as acceptable
role partner or act to bring some previously inegakactor within the
essential actor classification’ (Waltz, 1979: 51).

The second construct of Kaplan's international eyst— the Loose
Bipolar System developed during the Cold War peaod recognized
two major rival blocs led by the US and the SU jitedigts and communist
forces, respectively. But in addition, there wetsoan forces which
included the Non-Aligned states and internationmghaizations like the
WB, the UN and the IMF. At the time of the Cold \\véne two rival

powers were cautious not to engage any directanjliconfrontation
fearing the threat of nuclear attack stemming fittweir possession of
second-strike capabilities. Tight Bipolar Systemalhn many respects
is similar to the Loose Bipolar System especialty account of the
recognition of two major actors was Kaplan's thicdtegory of

international system. However, unlike the LooseoBip System, the
Tight Bipolar System is hierarchically organized.il, Kaplan warns of
possible marginalization of international organi@as and fading away
of the Non-Aligned states.

The Universal System is the fourth in Kaplan's ¢omg of the
international system. The height in the categaomabf international
system comes only when the bipolar systems collapseinternational
organizations like the United Nations rise domir@an¢he universal
system will have all amount of power to performiates in the realms
of global administration, judiciary, economy andifes. Cross-border
cooperation and high-level humanitarian intervergi@haracterize the
stage of the international system conceived by &apiThe fifth in
Kaplan’s construct of international system is thierbrchical System
which emerges following the collapse of the bipaiggtem. Here, one of
the rival blocs has given way for the dominancéhefsole actor and the
international order is consequently organized hériaally. The standing
hegemony (which could be democratic or authoritgrgpreads its own
political ideology to members of the defunct riédc. The last construct
is the Unit Veto System where every state has #paluility to destroy
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each other but would not do so because of theatial powers of other
contending states. The principle of reciprocityhia second-strike ability
of states engenders some form of deterrence.

Essentially, Morton considered well-known propasig in the
International Relations literature. His work testsdch descriptive
generalizations and hypotheses as “Wars breakwvgin coalitions of
states approach parity; Bipolar systems are matdesthan multipolar
systems; Bandwagon effects apply to multipolar esySt and more.
Importantly, Morton remarked that ‘Whether a chamgenumbers of
actors is a sign of possible instability would degh@pon the relationship
between numbers and other system characteristiGmilarly, for the
severity of and duration of war. Whether stabilitas present would
depend on the interrelationships among a numbéhnerh individually’
(Kaplan, 1996: 16). He also observed that if thevalpropositions were
treated as descriptive generalizations, then tled t@ properly carry out
further empirical studies to show whether they egopin particular times
and places is crucial.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

Evaluate the basis on which Morton Kaplan developesl six
constructs of international systems.
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this guestion.

19

4.6 Summary

The unit has provided clear explanation to the nmgpof systems theory
and underscored its major idea that in seeking ndetstand any
phenomenon under survey, beyond splitting the adméo parts, effort
must be made to holistically examine the phenomdnmam a broader
horizon. Kenneth Waltz’s exposition on the needd@ystems approach
in the study of International Relations and wortdifics was explored.
The impact of the Cold War in constituting and p@itipg the need for
overall assessment and comprehensive approach dersindying
problems was highlighted. There arose a stronggizegion that actions
and inactions of states have tremendous effectstlogr states. Morton
Kaplan’s inputs were also factored into the studgduse of its clarity in
the description of six different international ®ysis.
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ﬁ4.8 Possible Answers t@Gelf-assessment Exercise

Self-Assessment Exercise 1
Exigencies of the Cold War era brought to the theerelevance of the
systems approach in the field of International Retes. It arose from
the complexities of the ideological confrontatiof®etween the
capitalists and communist forces which saw theaiseeapons of mass
destruction, inventions in the fields of cyberngticomputer scienge
and so on. Subsequently, the need to emphasizategrated and
comprehensive approach to addressing complex prnshileat emerge
in the international system.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2
Systems theory stresses the importance of studyoizal events from
the dimension of examining the entire internaticgydtem rather than
examining each event and activity of the units elednents composed
of it. Since a collection of states makes the ma#onal system, it is
seen that the behavior of one state has the cgpadahpact or produce
actions in the entire system of states.
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Self-Assessment Exercise 3

Morton Kaplan developed his six constructs of in&ional systems o
the basis that there is a degree of regularity amdbrmity in the
behavior of states in the international systembldkeves that, to th
extent of the uniformity and regularity observabiethe behavior o
international actors, it is possible to develop lapple models tha
could enhance qualitative study and interpretatioh global
occurrences.

) >

—
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MODULE 4 PERSPECTIVES AND ANALYSES OF
DECISION-MAKING, BALANCE OF
POWER, ALLIANCE AND
GLOBALIZATION THEORIES.

Unit 1 Decision-making Theory
Unit 2 Balance of power

Unit 3 Alliance

Unit 4 Globalization

UNIT 1 DECISION-MAKING THEORY
Unit Structure

1.1  Introduction

1.2  Learning Outcome

1.3  What is Decision-making Theory?

1.4  Levels of Analysis in Foreign Policy

1.5 The Place of “Small Groups” in Decision-magi Theory
1.6 Summary

1.7 References/Further Readings/Web Sources

1.8 Possible Answers Self-Assessment Exercises

po.
@1.1 Introduction

Decision-making theory is an important theoretfcainework that equips
rational actors with essential tools necessary uigley their behaviors
especially under situations of risks and unpredittg. It probes into the

underlying philosophical motivations behind acticersd inactions of

states and tries to understand why politicians Wouhke certain choices
in the international system. Importantly, the fgrepolicy arena which

invariably comprise internal and external politisektings of actors is a
major concern in the process of decision-makingrhe

@ 1.2 Learning Outcome

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

. discuss the meaning of decision-making theory, desntral
argument, its place in foreign policy formulatiomda its
application in the international system.

. evaluate levels of analysis in foreign policy derismaking.

o analyze ways the nature or type of government (deacy or
authoritarianism) impact on state decision-makir@gcpsses
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What is Decision-making Theory?

Decision making refers to a thought process thimioates to the task of
choosing from a list of options an action plan ntéampursue and achieve
a desirable goal. In the effort to administer covgerary public
institutions, decision-makers experience myriadsa@hplex situations
that require decisive actions in line with rulesl aagulations that guide
codes of conducts. The capacity of a state to nsalenless decisions
without external incursions in the processes ofsi@e-making reflects
in many ways the degree of sovereignty enjoyedhieystate. Decision
makers are often faced with lists of options anchpeting choices.

In providing answers to questions of What happengd{ did it happen?
and What will happen? Graham T. Allison (1971: 4fes that ‘most
analysts explain (and predict) the behavior ofarati governments in
terms of one basic conceptual model ... Rational Acto Classical
Model’. The state acts as a unitary rational aatodecision-making.
Within this context, while theorists of InternatarRelations concentrate
on problems between nations in accounting for theices of unitary
rational actors, strategic analysts emphasize enagic of action in the
absence of an actor. In all this, the main isste isiderstand how nations
or governments make their decisions in the facguofounding strategic
challenges. Allison states that although the Ratigkctor Model has
proven useful in many regards, there are evidemieating that it must
be supplemented, if not supplanted, by other gawental machineries —
public organizations and political actors involvadhe policy processes.
Aside unitary rational actors, the sub-units of gate which represent
Model 2 act according to predetermined procedurgsaducing potential
decision-outputs. Organizational contexts and pdoeys upon which
government choices are made constitute essentimédrents in the
decision-making procedures. The third model thagrges focuses on the
politics of a government and incorporates issues erents in foreign
affairs. What happens at this level is consideretha outcome of various
bargaining options taking place among major playersnational
governments (Allison, 1971). Those in charge ofioss state
responsibilities including the Secretary of Statel ahe Secretary of
Defense make relevant and predictable argumentbeieels of their
current public position. Policy outputs are thecoates of negotiations,
compromise, bargaining and coalition among majorvegoment
functionaries and political actors.

In the international system, the task of decisiakimg is one of the
exertions of political leadership which has the posibility of
administering the state by making decisions bondedn the allocation
of state resources and public values. Equitablérilolision of state
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resources and inclusive government administratsoa delicate matter
and requires a lot of caution in decision-makingar8e resources and
growing human needs make expedient the need to haseale of
preference in order to give priority attentionlie imost pressing needs of
the state as well as make room for opportunityscdsivariably, as the
‘government directs its resources towards the rattant of particular
ends, the less it has the ability to deploy theeseasources to meet other
pressing needs’ (Afinotan, 2014).

The study of decision-making in foreign policy aysa¢ and as an
approach in explaining international politics aradations was largely
inspired by the works of Snyder (see Hudson, 2@0&) his colleagues
whose work gave in-depth attention on the needdbolars to look below
the previously emphasized nation-state level ofysis Snyder and his
colleagues drew attention to the compulsive dewotd research on
nation-states as the main level of foreign polioglgsis regardless of the
fact that state is a metaphysical abstraction. ifd@e making was best
viewed as “organizational behavior” in which vables such as spheres
of competence of the actors involved, communicatiand information
flow, and motivations of the various players wofilglre prominently.

. one needs to look at what they termed the “peyatilieu” of the
individuals and groups making the foreign policgid®n. The psycho-
milieu is the internationals and operational enwin@nt or context as it is
perceived and interpreted by these decision maKesison, 2005: 6).
No doubt, the nation-state and the internationatesy of states are
crucial ‘fields of activity for the decision makeand therefore a natural
framework for the analysis and understanding ofttie®ry of decision’
(Afinotan, 2014: 250). Decision-making scholars énawmcreasingly
shown concern for domestic political processes &aaste adopted
interdisciplinary approach by borrowing from sogalychology in their
bid to gain deeper insights into the boundariemfairmation processing
and rational choice-making. Thus, an actor-specifimdel was
considered necessary as an important level ingoneolicy analysis.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

Discuss Snyder's major focus within the framework decision-
making theory.
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this question.
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1.4 Levels of Analysis in Foreign Policy

Foreign policy making and analysis involve intei@ts between actors,
structures and their environment. There are bouesland jurisdictions
between state’s internal and external environmEme. three main levels
of analysis of foreign policy include the intermetal (system) level, the
national (state) level and the individual level.

The international level of analysis is, perhapss #trongest force
determining the dynamics of foreign policy makirigavid J. Singer
(1961: 80) describes it ‘as the most comprehensivall the level
available, encompassing the totality of interactiomhich take place
within the system and its environment. By focusingthe system, we are
enabled to study the patterns of interaction wkiehsystem reveals, and
to generalize about such phenomena as the creamtidrdissolution of
coalitions, the frequency and duration of speqgiaver configurations,
modifications in its stability, its responsivendsschanges in formal
political institutions ...". The system level takega account the nature
and prevailing rules of the international spacestriiution of power
among states and non-state actors, number of pgerting in the
international system, etc. the international lexednalysis enables us to
examine international relations in its entirety twithe type of
comprehensiveness that is absent or lost at therlewd more partial
levels of foreign policy analysis. However, theeimational level of
analysis is criticized for its penchant for overggerating the actual
impact of the system on the lower levels of forepmticy analysis. It is
also fraught for its high tendency to overlook dneersities in the internal
operation of states, that is, it assumes a highegegf uniformity in the
foreign policy codes of national actors.

At the state-level of foreign policy analysis, m&kconditions such as
the geographical size of the country, populatiomagics, material
resources, market size, economic growth and typgoekrnment as
issues of major consideration. Most times, thesdenah conditions
determine the categorization of states as smalljuneor great powers.
States with greater level of these material resssiace often looked upon
or expected to have the capability to pursue tfarign policy goals
more effectively. At the state-level of foreign jpgl analysis, it is much
simpler to address more clearly questions aboujdlaés and motivations
driving national policies. Invariably, the statex¢ of foreign policy
analysis is central to the decision-making appro&unh the other hand,
the state-level of analysis has the problem of exaggerating existing
diversities among the sub-national entities. Agaisjng waves of
globalization has continued to erode previous ralésstates in the
international system. Nevertheless, the traditi@saumption on foreign
policy is that states and the actors representimggntthink and act
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rationally. Under this traditionalist notion, theaetors are believed to
decide and act through a process that is focusadility-maximization
in the best interest of their country.

The individual-level of analysis is another dimemsin the decision-
making theory. At this level of analysis, attentisnincreasingly going
towards assessing the information-processing behavithe individual

decision maker in foreign policy formulation. Thegoitive capacity and
cerebral environment of the individual actor invedvin foreign policy

decision-making is of extreme importance. Therecargerns over how
existing cognitive abilities or constraints can itiror strengthen the
individual's capacity to receive, understand, pssceand interpret
information. In addition, the ability of the inddaal actor who is the
foreign policy decision-maker to identify and seléle right policy

option and appropriately apply the received infararaon the prevailing
situation as and at when due is of vital considenatResponsibilities
stemming from feedbacks that accompany the indalidoreign policy

decision-maker’s position can also be a factor atctv since there would
consequences arising from actions and inactiongitated by them.

The above concerns and more have actually increasetkes about the
capability of the individual foreign policy decisionaker to handle very
complex foreign policy information and situatiorare think that at best,
the individual foreign policy decision-maker woulshly strive for
satisfactory and not optimal solution. Commonlymam beings are
always seeking for ways to simply reduce compl@bfams, cut costs by
resorting to shortcuts. Worse still, the possipilihat the individual
foreign policy decision-maker would, out of errdrcmmmission or that
of omission, make certain mistakes that may bexpensive for the state
to bear or even underutilize data and resourcedabl@ cannot be
excused.

Another major consideration of critical elementscohcern associated
with the capacity of the individual foreign poliyecision-maker to

constitute reliable external policy ideas for thetes include compulsive
factors that can overwhelm the decision-maker. &l@stors will include

the idiosyncrasy of the foreign policy decision-ragkheir belief systems
and personal values. Not surprising, foreign potiegision-makers are
prone to understanding and interpreting informatiomvays that easily
conform to their biases and stereotypes and netays that challenge
their hitherto historicized ontology.

It is, however, pertinent to mention that the tgpestate and manner of
governance is extremely important in the analy§ithe capacity of the
decision-maker as well as prospects of having thelisght-out foreign

policy decisions. Democratic regimes have bettanchs of receiving the
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dividends of fairly productive foreign policy dewss viz-a-viz

dictatorial regimes where the national or statedées would be
autocratically driven in the framing of externalipes (Afinotan, 2014).

Examples of national leaders whose strongholds aneign policy

decision-making impacted massively on their statelside Adolf Hitler

(Germany), Benito Mussolini (ltaly), Sani Abachaiddria), Bedel

Bokassa (Central African Republic), Idi Amin Daddgénda), and
Muammar Gaddafi, etc. New approaches precipitatedakberations

and/or difficult situations engendered by completeiactions of actors
in the international systems are hardly given aéé$ér policy attention due
to preexisting notions and atavistic behaviorsdgpof some individual
foreign policy decision-makers. But intricate andwnchallenges in
International Relations ought to induce fresh auiaal approaches from
a foreign policy decision-maker.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Regardless of its weaknesses, the role of smalipgran foreign policy
decision-making processes has its own merits. Bst¢he merits o
small groups in foreign policy decision-making peses.

Not more than 5 minutes to answer this ques

—

1.5 The Place of “Small Groups” in Decision-makimg Theory

It is important to mention that the individual Iéwef foreign policy
analysis does not necessarily imply that there isingle individual
decision maker. In most cases, there are smallpgrai individuals
involved in making foreign policy decisions, that it is the outcome of
groupthink at different levels. As such, the aitamts on the ways foreign
policy issues are perceived by group members andtstives that drive
their choices (Hudson, 2005).

The decision-making theory lends itself hugely tacilitating
investigations of foreign policy formulation meclsns and its decisions
since the ideas that shape states’ external psliaie believed to be
influenced and decided in a small-group contexe ihmpact of decisions
made by small groups on states’ foreign policyrisocal to studying and
understanding the undercurrents and dynamic fordeging the
international system. Thorough assessment of mostigh policy
decisions indicates the non-representativenessall groups in the total
aggregation of state preferences in foreign paimatters. The decisions
of small groups are not always a true reflectiothef combined choices,
priorities and preferences of individuals which #tate foreign policy
ought to represent. Furthermore, groups can mekli@sources adequate
enough to exert pressure on the ruling class téocorto their own group
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interest thereby constraining the chances of imm@ting other (perhaps
legitimate) policy options. Inhibitions arising fropressures mounted by
influential groups also have the tendency to sugspnecessary evaluation
protocols and sideline constructive intra groupflicis that could have
helped to scrutinize and clarify foreign policy iopis and objectives
(Holsti, 1989).

In spite of this reality, the relevance and plaicgroup dynamics deserves
attention because of the level of influence of $ngabups in the
formulation of and foreign policy decision-makir@roups, for example,
‘often perform better than individuals in copinglvwcomplex tasks owing
to diverse perspectives and talents, an effectivisidn of labor, and
high-quality debates centering on evaluations efdiuation and policy
recommendations for dealing with it. Groups may gdsovide decision
makers with emotional and other types of suppoat tinay facilitate
coping with complex problems’ (Holsti, 1989: 34).

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

Demonstrate how the type of state and manner otmgawce are
important in the analysis of the capacity of foreigolicy decision
makers.

Not more than 5 minutes to answer this ques

19

1.6 Summary

1%

This unit has made effort to elaborate on the nmgpaf decision-making
theory, its obligation on state political leadepshind its application in
International Relations. Decision-making theoryvasaattention more to
domestic political processes at the level of nasitates as an important
space for interrogating the rationality of choicafsstate-actors. The
approach would avert the oversight of improper catéition and
representation of inputs from small groups withates. The group-level
and the individual-level of analyses are the imgotrtealms in decision-
making theory espoused in this unit. Overall, tmpact of the type of
government (democratic or authoritarian) operatiomany state on the
nature of foreign policy output was captured.
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ﬁl.S Possible Answers t@Gelf-assessment Exercises

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

Within the framework of decision-making theory, 8ays main
interest is that the attention of scholars shoolcu$ more below the
nation-state level of analysis. He notes that iomastates” is merely a
metaphysical abstraction and therefore decisionkmgaknechanism
should best be viewed as “organizational behavionwvhich variables
such as spheres of competence of the actors irdjoboenmunications
and information flow, and motivations of the vamgoplayers figure
prominently. The “psycho-milieu” of individualsral groups involved
in making foreign policy decisions matter.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2
Small groups perform better than individuals iniogpwith complex
tasks associated with foreign policy decision-mgkiBmall groups
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possess broader and more diverse perspectivesakemisi advantag
of effective division of labor and opportunity fbigh-quality debate
centering on evaluations of the situation and galecommendations

Self-Assessment Exercise 3
Type of state and manner of governance are impoiriathe analysis
of the capacity of foreign policy decision-makensce the nature g
political leadership determines the degree of tiber restraints withir
which the decision-maker is enabled or disablezptrate. Democrati
regimes are believed to provide better guarantédésirty productive
foreign policy output viz-a-viz dictatorial regimednlike dictatorial
regimes, democracies encourage the diverse comizooiethe state t

[

O

make inputs towards developing vibrant foreign ges.
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UNIT 2 BALANCE OF POWER
Unit Structure

2.1 Introduction

2.2  Learning Outcome

2.3  Background to Balance of Power Theory

2.4  Role of Intention and Relative Gains in Baaont Power Theory
2.5  Criticisms against Balance of Power Theory

2.6 Summary

2.7 References/Further Readings/Web Sources

2.8  Possible Answers Self-Assessment Exercises

e
@2.1 Introduction

Balance of power is one of the oldest and mostiattiveoretical models
in International Relations. The core of balance@iver theory is that as
one state amasses power, other states feel chedlengl may decide to
create a coalition against an emerging hegemors fifpie of situation
therefore implies that the global arena would bagba in perennial
system of attempting to reposition and rebalansegp@quation in order
to ensure their survival and security. In particuldne military and
economic acquisitions and capabilities of great gg@ware constantly
investigated directly or indirectly to prevent asyetrical weighting on
hitherto known power-scale in the internationaksgs There are several
mechanisms used by great powers to checkmate atoreerelative
balance of power. This study unit focuses on baarigpower.

©L,

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

Learning Outcome

. discuss the background to and main assumptionsalaihbe of
power theory

o evaluate the importance of “intention and relatyeins” in the
whole idea of balance of power theorization.

. analyze the major criticisms against balance ofgyaweory.

109



POL 851 THEORIESAND STRATEGIC ANALYSISIN
INTERNATIONALRELATIONS

Background to Balance of Power Theory

In seeking to historicize the logic that birthed tlalance of power theory,
two lines of political thought usually arise. Thiesf assumption relates to
the idea that the international system is anardhi¢che absence of any
central authority to govern the international systeation-states resort to
self-help, relative gains and constantly attempintoease their power
capabilities in comparison to other states. Whijeng to indulge in self-
help mechanisms and secure themselves in the @amavonld system,
nation-states either strengthen their internal posapacity or they seek
for external sources of help by way of alignment asalignment with
other willing states. The second assumption hdidsdtates act as unitary
actors in the international political system ag/thave the monopoly of
use of legitimate force in their territorial domsiand also set the terms
and condition for International Relations (Sun, 201

Interests in the study of balance of power is n@tvrin the field of

International Relations as it was often advocatetl activated wherever
a multistate system exists (Healy and Stein, 197Bg fading away of
the bipolar world which emerged after the WW 2 atdeboost to an
evolving international system where the concegiaddnce of power and
multipolarity will receive increasing attention. Wepowers like Japan
and China have become very visible in global retetiand politics and
prospects that Europe will be a major force foomgl period of time is
high. Again, there are emerging powers in otheesgh and regions of
the world including the BRICS.

To understand the theory of balance of power, wg have to consider
some of its major hypotheses. Kautilya theorized/hile Thucydides

advocated as a policy. Whenever there was a systermultiple

interacting states, some concern for balance antboge states has
always existed. Some of the major assumptions ¢hatacterize the
theory of balance of power are that states alwalytappose any single
actor which attempts to arrogate to itself a positof dominance as
against other existing actors; states act to oppogeform of coalition

with prospects of asymmetrical dominance agairtstragxisting states in
the international system; states endeavor to mdmsa defeated or
constrained national actor into prominence or brintp prominence

hitherto unrecognized actors whose role will hetphiave expected
balance in the world system and; that the formaicemny alliance system
by two or more actors in a multipolar internatiosgstem will culminate
to decrease in cooperation thereby aggravatinglicomh the system

(Healy and Stein, 1973). In the final act, the cpreposition is that
hegemonies would not emerge in a multistate sysberause the
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perceived threat of the image of a hegemon woutdraly engender
balancing tendencies and behaviors by other maptess (Eilstrup-
Sangiovanni, 2009).

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

What are the main assumptions of balance of poweary?
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this ques

2.4 Role of Intention and Relative Gains in Balare of Power
Theory

Stepping aside the concept of international syspearity which is
believed to overtly recognize the unitary notiorstaites as the sole actors
in world politics as well as the fundamental basidalance of power,
Sun (2014) stresses the place and relevance otiiore preference and
contingency in balance of power. The perceivednitba of the major
power will determine whether or not balance of popm@posal would be
welcomed by secondary or weaker states that aeel faith the option of
cooption. Sometimes, weaker states choose to gooe$ with the more
powerful states. At other times weak states wouddign to bandwagon or
even choose partnership with the second biggesepadiva powerful
state or major power is perceived as having a m@nessive intention
that is also benign in outlook and in the inter@spublic good for all,
weaker states may be motivated to join hands tegetlith the major
power. Thus, upon the intention to achieving hegamatability, this
form of balance of power cooperation could thenpkeced in proper
perspective (Sun, 2014).

Furthermore, balance of power is said to be closelgted to states’
preference for relative, as against absolute, gdinis is to be considered
particularly to the degree of military advantageeiowther states or
belligerent powers, not forgetting the self-helfemational system into
which states are drawn and operate. Thus, the egréhe military
advantage one state has, the greater the sereseuoity it has. Preference
for relative gains also entails that states wouldags prefer to have
balance of power achieved rather than trust irectile security bargains.
This preference for relative gains automaticallpigeates the neoliberal
institutionalist notion of international cooperatioRegardless of the
anarchic nature of the international system, thmomf balance of power
is still contingent upon certain considerable fextf interest to potential
partnering states. The availability and handlingndérmation is often a
major contingency factor in this case (Sun, 2014).
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Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Relying on Sun’s conceptualization, evaluate tHe od intention in
balance of power theory
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this guestion.

2.5 Criticisms of the Balance of Power Theory

Although the theory of balance of power is sigm@fic in the field of
International Relations, there are strong critigsagainst some of its
assumptions. First, the term itself ‘balance of pows problematic.
Balance of power cannot be an automatic equilibgatnechanism in
diplomatic mission and international politics. ‘lthe balancing
mechanism is not automatic but depends on diplencéwice and skill,
then not only does it follow that individual statesy violate its rules, it
also follows that the system as a whole may fadreate or preserve an
equilibrium of power’ (Eilstrup-Sangiovanni, 200853). There are no
existing equilibrium rules to condition the behavod state actors which
are sovereign in their own rights. The stability lidlance of power
depends on moral consensus over what the concestags feel is the
basis of legitimacy of the international system.eTassumption that
hegemonies do not form in multistate systems becatithe notion that
perceived threats of hegemony generates balanchgviors among
other states is considered faulty owing to thesb#hat there are no proofs
among balance of power theorists that hegemoniesotidorm at the
system level (Eilstrup-Sangiovanni, 2009). ... Thesse also
countervailing propositions indicating that effortis form effective
balancing alliances frequently fail because of ithability to provide
collective action strategy and again it is diffictd identify which of the
powers poses the greatest threat of hegemony.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

Discuss the major criticism against balance of paieory.
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this ques

l/o'/|
2.6 Summary

This unit provided a backdrop to facilitate thedstwf balance of power
as a theory of International Relations. Furthermibrucidated the main
assumptions of balance of power theory. It alsotiwap elements of
“intention and relative gains” in balance of powtheory. Criticisms
mounted against balance of power theory were alatuated.
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ﬂZ.S Possible Answers t@Gelf-assessment Exercise

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

Balance of power theory assumes that:

i). states always act to oppose any single actactwhttempts tg
arrogate to itself a position of dominance as agaother existing
actors;

ii). states act to oppose any form of coalition hwvjtrospects o
asymmetrical dominance against other existing state the
international system;

iii). states endeavor to reinstate a defeated stcained national actor
into prominence or bring into prominence hithentwacognized actors
whose role will help achieve expected balanceénibrld system and;
iv). the formation of any alliance system by twomore actors in
multipolar international system will culminate toeatease in
cooperation thereby aggravating conflict in theterys

—h

o

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

According to Sun, the perceived intention of a magpower will
determine whether or not balance of power propogauld be
welcomed by secondary or weaker states that aeel faith the optiorn
of cooption. If a powerful state or major poweperceived as having
a non-aggressive intention that is also benignutiook and in the
interest of public good for all, weaker states rbaymotivated to join
hands together with the major power.

113



POL 851 THEORIESAND STRATEGIC ANALYSISIN
INTERNATIONALRELATIONS

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

Some argue that the use of the term “balance wfepoin the field of
International Relations is a misnomer. They asHeat balance of
power cannot be an automatic equilibrating mecmanis diplomatic
mission and international politics. After all, teeare no existing
equilibrium rules to condition the behavior of statctors which ar
sovereign in their own rights. The stability oféate of power depends
on moral consensus over what the concerned seéssfthe basis @
legitimacy of the international system.

4%

—n
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UNIT 3 ALLIANCE

Unit Structure

3.1 Introduction

3.2 Learning Outcome

3.3  Motivations behind Alliance Formation

3.4  The Collective Action Problem in Alliance Thgor
3.5 The Question of Alliance Cohesion

3.6  Summary

3.7 References/Further Readings/Web Sources

3.8 Possible Answers Self-Assessment Exercises

.’/ \
@3.1 Introduction

Alliance theory can be said to be a major sub-fadldbalance of power
theory owing to its intersection with attempts Igtas to join forces in a
bid to guard against undue rise of any state poeavarhegemonic status.
It is closely associated with the Westphalian Eaeespstate system and
balance of power among the great powers of Briteilance, Prussia,
Austria and Russia in the seventeenth, eighteemith @ineteenth
centuries. As an integral element in statecrafiarates play significant
role in International Relations as it provides aitable option among
alternative strategies such as band-wagoning.

@ 3.2  Learning Outcome

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

. evaluate the nature and character of alliance fomain
International Relations

. discuss reasons why nations form alliance and walsyp they
disengage an existing alliance

. analyze the contentious issues bordering ‘“coNectiaction
problem” and the issues of “alliance cohesioni’ linternational
Relations.

Motivations behind Alliance Formation

States form alliances if they are able to initianel conclude treaties that
place on them the task of
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taking certain actions together in the event of. Wdlrances manifests the
image of a defense pact in which there a mutual ncbment by
partnering-states to come to one another’s aithéf of them is attacked.
It imposes certain costs on member-states as swras af their freedom
may be managed collectively. When states engagéiamce, they have
expectations and there are certain conditionaliighin which they
operate. However, to a large extent, their oblayetiare not absolutely
binding as sovereign states cannot be made tapvi® the agreements
made. In fact, obligations must be conditioned ¢osklf-enforcing for
them to be effective and achieve set goals. Pantnstates should be able
give themselves the benefit of doubt that eacthemt would contribute
their expected quota in order to make the alliamoek.

It is important to note that alliance is differeinbm alignment. One
outstanding difference is that ‘alliance entaildoamal commitment
between the parties wherein certain specific obbga are written out.
Alliances require specification because the alliegd to clarify their
degree of shared interests, both to each othert@thers outside the
alliance’ (Morrow, 2000: 64). Conversely, alignmertre not written
down since the common interest linking states corexkis glaring. In
addition, alignment does not generate reasonstépessto contemplate
sustaining the relationship. Obviously, alignmegen transition to
alliance through the formalization of commitmenyssibates involved.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

Evaluate the major difference between alliance ahgnment in
International Relations.
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this question.

3.4 The Collective Action Problem in Alliance Theny

Within the tides of alliance formation in the imational politics of
balance of power, a number of debatable assumphans emerged.
Singer and Small (1968, see Healy and Stein, 198gxample, tested
the hypothesis that the greater the number of aiiaformation and
commitments in world politics, the more conflictsida wars the
international system will experience and also thatcloser to bipolarity
the system gets, the more conflicts and war it @xfperience. Singer and
Small (1968) believe that whatever factor or areangnt limits freedom
of states to pursue their own national interedt,al8o inhibit the capacity
of the system to become stable. This is even nwiga situations where
the alliance reduces the level of interaction oppoties available to the
entire system itself. The reduction or restrairtmteraction opportunity
which slows down cooperation tempo is believedaeetthe potentials to
break down the existing balance of power and e¢efaxttors of conflict
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and war. Drawing from a list of examples from threteenth century
Europe, Healy and Stein (1973) illustrated hovaaltie formation among
countries like Prussia, Austria and Russia were aiid¢ to guarantee
expected cooperation but, in several cases, createé avenues for
conflicts.

The collective action problem is always resonatedhie concept of

alliance formation. It is said that efforts madeetiablish an effective
balancing among states will fail because of caolectaction problems.

This is also one of the big crises or criticismsoasated with the balance
of power thesis. Stressing on the ‘buck-passingalers of state actors,
Eilstrup-Sangiovanni, (2009) highlighted ways inieththe collective

action problem undermine efforts to create a batano the international

system. Buck-passing occurs among great powers at@tdispersed
geographically and insulated from the aggressdestBecause of
territorial distances, states that could engag®ime alliance with a view
to counterbalancing threats posed by an aggressaptfeel any sense
of vulnerability or susceptibility.

There is also the idea of strategic relations antbagotential balancers
as a source of collective action problem. In tlase; potential balancers
assume (rightly or wrongly) that one of them (tteess) would certainly
rise to the challenges and confront the aggressobehalf of others.
Another way in which strategic relations contritaut® the collective
action problem is when there is palpable fear ithanhe state acts, other
states might become apathetic and thus abandoadtieg-state’ to its
fate especially when the one that has acted is\glad in the conflict.
Implicitly, the ‘acting-state’ would bear the consences and costs of
engagement with the aggressor. Conversely, if ¢éfetions among the
would-be-balancers are hostile, that gives amplpodpnity to the
aggressor who might leverage on ‘divide and ruliedtegy to maximize
its own predetermined goals.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Explain how collective action problem undermineseptials towards
achieving a balance among states in the interredtgystem.
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this question.

3.5 The Question of Alliance Cohesion

Aside from the collective action problematic and thlemma of alliance
formation, the phenomenon of alliance cohesionnistizer interesting
subject in the alliance literature. Alliance coloesifocuses on the
performance subject and tries to give insight ory wbme alliances
persist regardless of pressures from both statdstla international
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system, while others dissolve without accomplishihgir objectives.

Alliance cohesion refers to the ability to plan awbrdinate strategies
initiated by alliance-partnering states in hope aftualizing their

collective goals. One of the principal factors tle#ther strengthen or
undermine alliance cohesion is factor of alteratioterms and conditions
upon which it was formed.

There are proofs that alliances formed during p@aes have the
probability to dissolve or wax stronger in the evainoutbreak of war. In

the event of war, allies are usually split betwésn extremes — they
either choose to abandon the alliance if the intgo$§the war is too high

for them or they become more deeply roped intonthe Another reason
why alliance cohesion can be sustained is the tme®y presence of a
bully-state which automatically discourages anyttd of dissolution of

the alliance. On the other hand, alliance cohesiag wane or dissolve
depending on the changing perception or weighthefedxisting threat,

declining credibility or increasing doubts aboue tefficacy of the

alliance, domestic circumstances of the politicthefalliance-partnering
states (Darwich, 2021). Military defeat can alsduice allies to disband
and even bandwagon with the winning side.

Self-assessment Exercise 3

What are the major factors that determine the |scoe failure of
alliance cohesion?
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this question.

19

3.6 Summary

Unit 3 focused on the alliance theory. It evaluagewl discussed the
undercurrents of alliance theoretical position ahg states agree to form
alliances. Formal commitments of partnering stabtethe covenants of
alliance are stressed as the main area of diveegesiwveen the concept
of alliance and that of alignment. Contentious eéssubordering
“collective action problem” and the issues oflliance cohesion” were
specially treated in this unit as fundamental phemoa in the whole
theory of alliance. In addition, the unit examinmedsons why alliances
may or may not survive.
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J:; 3.8 Possible Answers t®elf-assessment Exercise

Self-Assessment Exercise 1
In International Relations, unlike the concept bfgranent, alliance
evokes a sense of formal commitment between or gnparties
involved wherein certain specific obligations aratien out. Details
and specification of agreements made by partieantalliance ar¢
required. Such rigorous procedures are not necedsar parties
involved in alignment.

A1%4

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Among others, there are two important ways in witiclective action
could impede on the goal of establishing a balameng states in the
international system. First is through their bu@ssing behavior.
Buck-passing usually occurs among great powers ahatdisperse
geographically and insulated from the aggressae-sttates that fe¢
they have nothing to fear on account of their gaphical distancs
away from the aggressor may decide to stay away fay alliance
formation. Second is through the “strategic relag” calculations. In
this case, potential balancers assume (rightly mngly) that one of

OO
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them (the states) would certainly rise to the @mges and confront the
aggressor on behalf of others.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3
The principal condition that determines the sucoesailure of alliance
cohesion is factor of alteration in terms and ctbads upon which it
was formed
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UNIT 4 GLOBALIZATION
Unit Structure

4.1 Introduction

4.2  Learning Outcome

4.3 What is Globalization?

4.4 Multidimensional Approaches on Globalization

4.5 5G Technological Innovation and Rising Waves oflfal@ation
4.6 Summary

4.7 References/Further Readings/Web Sources

4.8 Possible Answers Self-Assessment Exercises

@4.1 Introduction

There is no doubt that globalization has becomeusé&hold name and a
major topic in the study olinternational Relationsn recent decades.
Globalization, mean different things to people, ahdas taken on
additional nuances in different parts of the workflecting the concerns
of these different areas. Every dimension of hufifarin modern society
is, one way or the other, impacted by the forceglabalization. In fact,
to the extent that globalization implies intengtion of cross-border
activities, increased interaction of world popwas across national
boundaries and stronger interdependence amongraegjrglobalization
is reckoned as a force behind remarkable changegtplace in today’s
world. Prior to the age of globalization, notion$ state-centrism
prevailed in the international system since statera were extremely
mindful of promoting their national interests dtaast. State security and
economic gains were the dominant pursuits of natio@urrently,
attention has speedily drifted towards the inteoma setting because
many of the present-day challenges facing countriethe world are
becoming more global than statist. The need folective action has
gained preeminence.

@ 4.2  Learning Outcome

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

o discuss the meaning of globalization in the contéxtternational
Relations

o analyze globalization from its economic and culttdienensions

. demonstrate how globalization has impacted traditiodeas of

state sovereignty in the international system.
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. evaluate how recent technological innovations #szting former
notions about what constitutes the core natiortal@sts of states
in International Relations

4.3 What is Globalization?

We can describe globalization as increasing relahs,
interconnectedness and interdependence betweeonalatiocal and
supranational organizational actors which take eplaainly on account
of huge improvements in information and communaratiechnologies.
Approaches to the study of globalization are mutiehsional. However,
the understanding of globalization as a procedserahan as an end is
key to any approach deployed to exploring its diggiorms and modes
of manifestation. Processes of globalization cuétes into multiple
outcomes visible in economic, social, cultural,iggedl and many other
fields of life and human activity (Rzepka and Maslvili, 2014).

Through the multiplicity of interconnections andKages occasioned by
globalization, events and activities taking placene part of the world
makes impact in other parts of the world and natfioesponsibilities are
increasingly shifting from the state-centric limitssupranational entities.
Some analysts are of the view that globalizatioly @haracterizes an
intensification of linkages on old processes rathan the development
of new ones, thus raising pointers to certain festwf its precursors in
various fields of international interdependenceol@lization is then
thought to be more about growth of competition mirsternational free
trade system intensified mainly by increasing useew technologies.
The intensity of processes of globalization brirgft of quantitative
growth in the internationalization of production daneconomic
transactions as well as qualitative changes im#tare, constraints and
opportunities facing actors, especially state ac{Beich, 1998).

In spite of the divergences that exist in approache studying
globalization, globalization itself is said to leusturally homogenizing.
Since the emergence of neo-institutional theothélate 1990s, ideas of
an emerging world society have grown. The impressis that
globalization is about cultural uniformity and theiversalization of
everything (Lee and Stensaker, 2021)Areas where global
homogenization seems to materialize include econaglobalization,
ideological harmony at the instance of neoliberaggmony, socio-
cultural convergence, technological innovationsedal internationalism
and global governance. Homogenization, in consamavith normative
theorizations on world peace, evokes political titas for a world state
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and global governance as a panacea to wars, dsrdic anarchy in the
international system (Cerny and Prichard, 2017).
Self-Assessment Exercise 1

Discuss globalization as a homogenization forcelriternational
Relations.
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this ques

4.4  Multidimensional Approaches on Globalization

From the economic dimension, globalization may lbasdered as
consisting of integration of national economiesthe direction of an
international trade-based economy, direct foreigrestment, short-term
capital flows, the international flow of workersdapeople in general as
well as the flow of technology. In this sense, @laation entails
processes of liberalization and integration of ggochpital and labor
markets into one global market and also increasee lof international
economic interdependence and the expansion of tiwities of
transnational corporations. Rising levels of ecolomterdependence
among states is conceived to be fallouts of thregompreconditions
which include massive breakthroughs in science &achnology
particularly in areas of information and communmat massive
liberalization of economic conditions necessary fgrowth in
international trade and lastly the tremendous pt@mnoof investments
made by foreign financial markets. Technology seetos grow
ubiquitously as its presence and impacts are fellimost all facet of
human existence.

From the cultural perspective, technology enalliiesollection, analysis
and dissemination of information which contributesshaping cultural
images, global transportation of ideas and theafisbe network society.
Technology is also transformative if we look at thedes of production
in relation to teaching and learning. Now, we hageessible e-learning
platforms and thus prompting a rethink in traditibforms of knowledge
production and distribution in terms of physicalbility, time and stress
in higher education procesgg®e and Stensaker, 202Qomputer-based
information systems are also highly essential éodperation of modern-
day businesses. Developments in information tedgyland rapid
improvements in transportation systems have madenaogaic
productions across the world become more closétgmted and the cost
of cross-border trade much lowers (Liu, 2022). 0@ fiip side, recent
global financial crises point to the fact that gaand losses streaming
from processes of economic globalization are saoteoncern too.

Globalization is creating both profits and lossesweell as threats and
opportunities in various ways and to individualspubeholds,

123



POL 851 THEORIESAND STRATEGIC ANALYSISIN
INTERNATIONALRELATIONS

communities, nations and across regions of thedv&@bme believe that
globalization has split the world into two separapheres: a world of
wealth and a world of poverty. Though, there areséhwho view
globalization as beneficially helping achieve wariterdependence and
also reduce poverty, the role of globalizationhe increase of inequality
within and among nations is profound (Murtezaj, @0T here is evidence
that the proceeds of globalization are pushing wilde gaps between the
rich and the poor countries. The North-South gamaseasing. Third
world countries are on the receiving end of thebglization process,
living on less than a dollar a day. Developed coestleverage on high
economic benefits that accrue from technologicgen@ony especially in
an age when artificial intelligence decision-makitechnology has
greatly improved the status of information techgglan human life.

Self-assessment Exercise 2

What is economic globalization?
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this question.

4.5 5G Technological Innovation and Rising Waves of
Globalization

As Lijia Liu noted:

In the 5G era, ... the work model of artificial inigénce has shown a full
range of breakthroughs with the development of oweri APPs. The
construction of various algorithms and models esmlthe information
terminal to even achieve a full description of indual customers, from
the needs of life. ... At this stage, the concerdficial intelligence has
made remarkable achievements in the constructioth@finternet of
Things and intelligent interaction and has produtemje economic
benefits. It has become an area where all poweduitries in the world
are striving to be the first. ... Historical develogmh proves that major
changes in science and technology can bring abdutige boost to
people’s production and life and even the progoésociety as a whole
(Liu, 2022: 2).

The above information illustrates a major booghmminnovation chain of
globalization. As countries of the world strive @ahance possibilities
provided by information technology, the place amgpact of artificial
intelligence in promoting national economies haaagd more traction.
Today, the struggle imternational Relationss about how nation-states
can maintain and enhance their technological adgast Primarily on
the heels of technological advancements boosteddwelopments in
artificial intelligence and wireless communicatisciences, there is now
a major shift and difference between the model ohtemporary

124



POL851 MODULE 4

International Relationsand the nature of traditionalnternational
Relations

In the era of 5G technology, there are signs of nkaracterizations in
the vital or core national interests among statesha major pillars
influencinginternational Relationare no longer determined solely by or
limited to traditional factors of military and ecamic powers of states.
Fields of education, health and unmanned technedobave risen in
prominence. Again, international relation is pragigely making a
detour from the old category of state-centric nalgoliticking to a more
liberal, open and cooperative model in which glazdion has, more than
ever before, incorporated global economies as allpeople into a
system of internetworking — a major shift in thenifestation of state
relations. The traditional era of struggling foatst relevance through
power politics aimed at procuring national interemtd political
hegemony is being replaced by the quest for swl®vance through
important technological advancement which has adrigrobability for
equal cooperation and mutual benefits.

In the world of globalization, there is a whole tt transformation in
national consciousness. In the context of majomgha in science,
technologies and importantly present innovationferetl by artificial
intelligence, the traditional national consciousnetstatism in which a
sense of centralization of power in a ‘sovereigatesis considered the
most ideal and best way to organize humanity hawgin obsolescence.
Globalization has reshaped the world of InternaidRelations in many
ways. MNCs and international organizations sucthasEU, WB, IMF,
UN and the WTO are often eroding the value, prestigd strength of
state sovereignty. These international organizatemd non-state actors
have grown to become agenda setters and driversentls in the
international system (Lee and Stensaker, 2021). ¢&re postulate with
little hesitation that we no longer live and work uniquely sovereign
countries. That is, economies and society havecamtinue to evolve
rapidly and globalization is the trend that conésuto reshape the
boundaries of our individual and collective intéras’ (Murtezaj, 2010:
1). Nevertheless, we should not lose sight of thé ttaat no matter the
weight of the constraining effects of globalizatitmough structural
pressures especially from the neoliberal West,aflostates respond or
bow to the pressures. Again, for states that contpbre is need to say
that national response to globalization pressumes$ f@rces vary at
degrees that are dissimilar (Lodhi, 2021).

Upon the heavyweight of globalization pressure,ghp and notion of
territoriality of the state which prevailed for macenturies has been
massively altered. Although, national territories/é& not and might not
change; the force of globalization has shrunk matioborders and
boundaries have been permeated to a degree wiestyles and cultural
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values are silently convergingLiu, 2022) Prospects for global
citizenship have increased and countries are ewplirom the old strict
sense of nationalism-based territorialism into sdoren of integrating
global cultures on the wings of high-flying techogies that make cross-
border contacts, supranational political alliancesjultinational
socializations, worldwide scholarship, universalii lifestyles and
transnational economic transactions almost immediat

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

1%

Analyze ways in which globalization has impacted wbtions of stats
sovereignty in the international system?
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this ques

9,

4.6 Summary

Great changes that have been brought to bear odstr@nd activities in
the international system as a result of growing agyisms of
globalization were the focal point of Unit 4. itdt illuminated the concept
of globalization and the multidimensional approacte studying its
varied ramifications. The basic characterizatiorglobalization within
the premise ofintensification of cross-border activities, increds
interaction of world populations across nationalfaries and stronger
interdependence among various countries were aggr It also
highlighted the dark sides of globalization as itieating both profits and
losses, threats and opportunities as well as advadnvealth and a world
of poverty across nations and regions of the wofiitstanding
technological innovations occasioned by the ewvofutiof artificial
intelligence in the era of 5G and the implicatiarfsthese scientific
developments for domestic state activities as a&inhteraction of states
in an international system that is not only contpatibut also conflictual
was extensively discussed. The linkages betweeavations of 5G
technology and the shifting characterization of iMd@nstitutes the core
national interests of states were analyzed.
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Self-Assessment Exercise 1
In diverse ways, globalization has come to manifegtomogenization
effects ininternational Relationsn the area of culture, it is known that
since the late 1990s, the cross-cultural impacglobalization has
become more visible. Discourse revolving arounduass of
universalization of culture, emergence of liberaternationalism
spread of neo-institutional theories, and so onglgained attention.
Ideas of an emerging world society have grown oa hieels of
prospects of cultural uniformity. Besides cultureglobal
homogenization is also materializing in the areacommerce and
industry. Econonc globalization is no more a strange phenome

4.8 Possible Answers t@elf-assessment Exercises
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Away from culture and economics, others includ®idgical harmony
at the instance of neoliberal hegemony, socio-calltaonvergence,
technological innovations, liberal internationalisand global
governance.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Economic globalization could be seen as consigiinipe integratior
of national economies in the direction of an in&ional trade-based
economy, direct foreign investment, short-term tpflows, the
international flow of workers and people in genaeawell as the flow
of technology. It entails processes of liberal@atand integration g
goods, capital and labor markets into one globatkata Economig
globalization promotes increased level of inteval economig
interdependence and the expansion of the activitfesansnational
corporations.

—

Self-Assessment Exercise 3
Globalization pressure has massively loosened tipeagd notion of
territoriality of the state which prevailed for nyapast centuries. The
force of globalization has shrunk national borderd boundaries haye
been permeated to a degree where lifestyles andraulvalues are
silently converging. Prospects for global citizepdimave increased and
countries are evolving from the old strict sensenationalism-base
territorialism into some form of integrating glolzalltures on the wing
of high-flying technologies that make cross-bordeontacts,
supranational political alliances, multinational cdizations,
worldwide scholarship, universalizing lifestyles darlransnationaf

174

n =

economic transactions almost immedi:
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MODULE S5 NATURE AND THEORIES OF STRATEGIC
THINKING AND STRATEGIC PRACTICE IN
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Unit 1 Collective Security

Unit 2 Arms Control, Nuclear Deterrence and Disamment
Unit 3 War and Peace

Unit 4 Foreign Policy

UNIT 1 COLLECTIVE SECURITY
Unit Structure

1.1  Introduction

1.2  Learning Outcome

1.3 Understanding the Concept of Collective Securityd aits
Requirements
1.3.1. Historical Insight on Collective SecurityrFmtion

1.4 The United Nations’ Collective Security System
1.4.1 Some Achievements of the United Nations’ |€ive

Security Arrangements

1.5. Challenges Confronting the United Nations’ ColleetiSecurity
Arrangements

1.6 Summary

1.7 References/ Further/ Readings

1.8 Possible Answers Self-Assessment Exercises

@1.1 Introduction

A major defining feature of collective securityiis global scale which
distinguishes it from mere regional security frarekg like the NATO.
Examples of collective security networks include tleague of Nations
which was established after WW 1 and the UN whies formed after
WW 2. Collective security is global and wider inope than mere
alliances of some states which decide to set Upatole defense systems,
its responsibilities are also broader as it conagrigirtually all states in
the international system and attempts to addresge@range of security
issues both within and outside national boundal@slective security
system comes with a promise that guarantees togisoand preserve the
security of each state against aggression andiwarsy part or region of
the world. Like a universal insurance system, ctiMe security is
pledged to preserving international peace and #gcuwith the
acceptance of collective security as an instruneénaniversal peace,
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balance of power as a tool to maintaining poweil#xiwm, order and

deterrence in the international system is belietedhave become
redundant and superfluous. Attention has shiftethfivhat state-power
could achieve from an individual state-level to amenon and

interdependent security network beyond the comtf@ny one state.

@ 1.2 Learning Outcome

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

. evaluate the concept of collective security.

o discuss the historical backgrounds to the concéptoblective
security.

. analyze the contemporary global collective secigytstem under
the management of the United Nations

o discuss the merits and demerits of the contempotamied

Nations’ collective security arrangements.

1.3 Understanding the Concept of Collective Sectyi
and its Requirements

Collective security brings to the mind a notion saffety arrangement
made by states which agree to cooperate in prayidiotual assistance
and protection against external threats of aggvasposed by states
outside the group. It is largely a mutual defensécp developed by
concerned states and which is targeted againstesgmrstate(s).
Collective security is based on the maxim of “daeall and all for one”
which implies that an attack against one membee-stataken to mean
attack against all members of the same collectearsty organization. It
is a commitment with a burden of pledge of a uniegponse against an
aggressor (Helal, 2018).

Collective security requires a formal commitmentoain groups of
countries that have pledged to protect the securigrests of member-
states within their joint spheres on interest. Lagg, Immanuel Kant, in
his popular book “Perpetual Peace”, stated thatd of nations would be
based on one federation of free states. By aca@essaollective security
arrangement, member-states are discouraged froavioes and actions
that have the capacity to threaten peace, law edet,chence, addressing
or preventing problems associated with violent totsfand wars (Shakir,
1983; Aleksovski, et. al., 2014).
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Three major elements necessary for collective sigdorfunction include
consensus, commitment and organization. For the amd objectives of
setting up the collective security network to béiiaced, the three
components are interlinked such that lack of commaitt would
undermine consensus made while commitment withogarozation
would dampen efforts to mobilize tools required éfective decision-
making. The impact of collective security agreemamtthe sovereignty
of member-states is worthy of mention. The sovergiglause is affected
as the concerned member-states would, as it weidolrbes’ social
contract, surrender part of their vital nationaénest in order to coalesce
divergent interests and expectations of membeestat a form of
international interest (Shakir, 1983). Member-&aigtomatically expand
the scope and focus of their national securityntmiporate the task of
survival and security of their allies.

The instinct for self-preservation is innate in véiving being and

security is an aspiration desired by all. Ironigathe choice of war and
acts of violence in the pursuit of security is disogstanding in human
history. In fact, it appears as though humans |@hracts of war more
easily than they learn of arts of peace. Howeves,quest for peaceful
living in humans seems undying. The social contifaebry is said to be
the closest conceptual framework and equivalentkeodf the latter-day
innovation of collective security which entails artsposition of the
individual's will to the level of the community de®mn-making. That was
an expression of human tendency for collaboratiwh geared towards
ensuring an environment conducive for the sustdénaxercise of
political, social, economic and human rights (Shaki983). It also

indicates approval of the notion that no man isisland, natural

acceptance of human organization and political camity existence.

Important also is the reality that political comntynorganization

demonstrate human transcendence above jungleyldestplete with

predatory proclivity now characteristic of loweriraals.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

The three major elements necessary for colleceearsty to take plac
include ...... , commitment and organization.

(A). conference

(B). lectures

(C). consensus

Not more than 4 minutes to answer this question.

11

1.3.1 Historical Insight on Collective Security Fomation

Historically, the concept of collective securitydbgh alliance formation
is one of the oldest forms of man’s political aitiv The Collective
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security option was manifest in the political orgation and military
planning of the Greek city-states. They formed lemy and made
agreements to reduce undesirable advances and pdivence of the
then big-powers — Athens and Sparta. Their undeagtg of population
as a source of strength and that collaboration weerative to their
safety and survival was a common denominator. Hewekie concept of
collective security became more visible in the G of the League of
Nations which followed the end of WW 1 and altefeaner notions of
balance of power among the European great powatyfafithough the
League of Nations failed since there was an oukbodanother global
war — an event which it was set up to forestathe-desire for collective
security in the international system was not abaadoThe UN is a living
witness that humanity still upholds and cherishies principles of
collective security (Shakir, 1983). Several regla®urity organizations
(including regional economic cooperation groupingsave been
established in pursuit of collective security asrtige globe. They include
the AU, EU, GCC, OAS, Arab League, Association otith East Asian
Nations, South Asia and Collective Security an@iso

1.4 The United Nations’ Collective Security System

The United Nations is a collective security systehich was established
following the demise of its predecessor — the LeagtiNations. The
League of Nations encountered a number of chalkergpecially its
inability to set up an army, although it was inadheempowered to use
military force. France had earlier recommendedthear creation of an
international army under the control of the LeagieNations. The
response of many other nations was not impresgiwegericans never
approved of that military option fearing to, agasend its army to fight
in foreign lands under the control of an unfamilisternational
organization. There was also the problem of risiages of authoritarian
regimes including fascists governments in Euroe.éxample, as soon
as Germany under the leadership of Adolf Hitlerdme totalitarian,
Germany was pulled out of the League of Nationsat®mingular move
devastated the League of Nations and soon afteswaoshtributed
immensely to the outbreak of World War One in 198@rprisingly, the
failure of the League of Nations did not mark tinel ®f the quest for the
sustenance of the collective security arrangementhe international
system. The United Nations was expected to cothecanomalies of the
League of Nations. For example, rather than pushniited membership
which the League of Nations did, the United Natib@as provision for
universal membership. The United Nations also fithithe choice of
war as an instrument of foreign policy by stated mstead promotes the
rule of peaceful resolution of disputes and thel@epent of collective
actions (Aleksovski, et. al., 2014).
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1.4.1 Some Achievements of the United Nations’ Cetitive
Security Arrangements

The weaknesses highlighted above should not, haywbeemistaken to
signal that the UN has not made notable achievesn@&he UN has been
able to settlement a number of interstate as weahtaastate disputes that
had potentials of escalating into global confli¢tdas been successful in
several peace missions and has responded to nusnhromanitarian
emergencies across the world. According to Mohahheldl:

2017 was a busy year for the United Nations SecQ@auncil. It held 296
formal meetings during which it adopted sixty-omsalutions, passed
twenty-seven presidential statements. These meeti@golutions and
statements addressed a variety of issues, rangimy fhe politically
profound, such as the North Korean nuclear weapmogram, ...
renewing mandates of longstanding U.N. peacekeeppagations and
electing judges to the International Court of Jesti... the Security
Council’s role in diffusing the crisis that ensuetiowing the presidential
elections in The Gambia in the early days of 2048 hailed by France’s
Permanent Representative to the United Nations &eellent example
of preventive diplomacy (Helal, 2018: 1063).

The above instances serve to illustrate the nunsemales played by the
United Nations in recent times to facilitate coliee security actions
globally. In the fight against the Coronavirus, théN has also
demonstrated its capacity to mobilize both thednd the small nations
to collaborate. The recent invasion of Ukraine bys&ta has also
witnessed different modes of intervention, thougltha advisory level,
by the UN (Aleksovski, et. al., 2014).

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

In the context of collective security, discuss sowfethe major
achievements of the United Nations.
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this ques

1.5 Challenges Confronting the United Nations’ Codictive
Security Arrangements

Like the defunct League of Nations, the UN’s cdilee security

arrangement has its own peculiar challenges. Tlsetke problem of
diversities in belief systems, values and interestsiember-states. It is
hard for the organization to achieve consensusramg@e of issues. Vital
national interests of member-states can be sothardalesce in order to
provide a common front for certain internationases. This is more so
when there are overarching and topical mattersrbafee UNSC. At the
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time of the Kosovo crisis in 1999, gimmicks ovetioaal interests played
out so visibly. Even at the height of the problenKosovo, there was no
action taken by the UN against Serbia because &assi China, as usual,
opposed any strategic action to be taken by the Uhe strategic
calculation was that any reason that approves@vement of the UN
into the internal affairs of Serbia would automaliiz provide a pretext
for intervention into the domestic matters of Cheeh (under Russia’s
sphere of influence) and Tibet (under China’'s sphef influence)
(Aleksovski, et. al., 2014).

In 2017, Russia exercised its veto powers fiveeddht time to prevent
the Security Council from taking actions againsti@&yUnder former
President Donald Trump, the United States exerdisedeto power to
prevent the Security Council from reaffirming thatss of East Jerusalem
as occupied territory because Trump had choseaciognize Jerusalem
as the capital of Israel. In places like Myanmam@&lia, Afghanistan and
elsewhere, the UN was not able to broker peacesendrity threats in
those regions jeopardized global peace. In Sonfali@xample, the state
took measures that contradicted approaches addptethe United
Nations. The UNSC had authorized the use of farc@amalia, although
there were no indications of any planned militasiians against the state.
the decision of the UN was simply vetoed. In féwg, impartiality of some
United Nations’ resolutions has severally been toesd and
challenged. The UNSC resolution on Libya’'s refusalextradite its
nationals for prosecution in the US, the UK andnEeahave been
criticized for using the Council to carry out tlwrdign policy objectives
of certain powerful members (Gordon, 1994).

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Discuss some problems plaguing contemporary United Natipns
collective security arrangements since the enti@Gold War.
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this ques

19,

1.6 Summary

In this study unit, we were able to examine thecegn of collective
security and the preconditions for setting up sachniversal security
system. In addition to providing a useful historicesight to the concept
of collective security, we concentrated attentiorttee United Nations as
a good example of a collective security framewarkhe contemporary
international system. Some of the recent challeagesachievements of
the United Nations’ collective security arrangemerdre thoroughly
analyzed.
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Self-Assessment Exercise 1
C. consensus

1.8 Possible Answers t&elf-assessment Exercise

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Some of the problems plaguing the contemporary ddnilations’
collective security arrangements since the ent@Gold War include
the problem of diversities in belief systems, valaand interests ¢
member-states. It is hard for the organizationdaieve consensus on
a range of issues. Furthermore, it is difficult doalesce the vita
national interests of member-states. This makestiemely tough fo
the UN to provide a common front on some intermatiassues o
concern. There is also the problem of conditiorsal of veto power b
the five members of the Security Council — Russiajted States
Britain, France and China.
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Self-Assessment Exercise 3

In the context of collective securityhneg UN has been able to:
(i). settle a number of interstate as well as st disputes that had
potentials of escalating into global conflicts.

(il). engage in several peace missions acrosslteg

(ii). responded to numerous humanitarian emergeneicross th
world including the 2022 Ukrainian crisis

(4%
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UNIT2 ARMS CONTROL, NUCLEAR DETERRENCE
AND DISARMAMENT.

Unit Structure

2.1  Introduction

2.2  Learning Outcome

2.3  Perspectives onArms Control, Nuclear Deterrence and
Disarmament

2.4  Major Arms Control, Nuclear Deterrence and abDisament
Treaties

2.5 Failure of Arms Control and Disarmament Testi

2.6 Summary

2.7 References/ Further/ Readings

2.8  Possible Answers Self-Assessment Exercises

-
@2.1 Introduction

The desire for arms control grew from historicah&eors of states in
their quest to disarm or cut down on their weapoingar. An array of

international conferences on arms control and diaarent as well as
workshops on nuclear deterrence has taken placendrthe world.

Though such global meetings held with the intentbproffering peace
and security through arms control and disarmanmetitives have often
failed, some outstanding achievements have also besorded. Some
arms control programs and efforts between the UWStlae SU during the
period of the Cold War were known to be successfullealing with

imminent threats posed by unhealthy nuclear arnce @ that era.
However, it is believed that the first internatibr@nference that
attempted to deal with and address issues of anmsat was the Hague
Convention of 1899 which looked into and made @ersgreements in
areas of war and security among participating state

@ 2.2  Learning Outcome

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

o evaluate and explain concepts of arms controlreiament and
nuclear deterrence.

o analyze majoarms control, nuclear deterrence and disarmament
treaties that have taken place in the internatiooatity of nations.

o discuss why arms control, nuclear deterrence asdrmiament

treaties often fail.
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Perspectives orArms Control, Nuclear Deterrence
and Disarmament.

Arms are said to be a means for the attainmemtrefdgn policy objectives
(Oren, 1998). The world is filled with assorted ament and weapons of
mass destruction. A recent study estimated thaitiiese are about 875
million guns. Although, the number of nuclear weagpas said to have
decreased since the end of the Cold War from e&@@000 to 15,000, this
remainder of nuclear stockpile is also more thaough to destroy the
world (Ventura, 2018). The General Assembly of the has repeatedly
expressed concern over problems of arms race —auntgd struggle
between two or more states seeking to improve sexurity by way of
developing more and more military weapons in ofpwsito each other.
In 1959, the General Assembly adopted a unanimesaution in which
it declared that the question of General and Cotafdd#sarmament was
the greatest and most important task to be caradetd The UN
campaigned for states in the international systefimtl an agreement and
consider disarmament a necessity in the interesjlafal peace and
security (Lal, 1969).

Arms control is not the same as disarmament. Wh#armament seeks
to ensure peace and security in the internatiopsiem through the
elimination of weapons from the peace and stratpgiies of states,
arms control is primarily intended to achieve regoy control over
issues of arms production (in terms of increaseumbers and types of
weapons), distribution and use. Nuclear disarmanventd, for example,
entail ‘the complete relinquishment of nuclear arnysa state with a
longstanding, public commitment to nuclear detereerand sizable
nuclear weapons complex’ (Egeland, 2022: 121)st antails a physical
dismantlement of all nuclear warheads and theiricééeldd means of
delivery as well as the kind of actions a formeclaar armed state would
have to undertake to win recognition or status asmnuclear-weapon
state under the non-nuclear proliferation treatghdugh, there is rarely
any collection of well-researched case studiesumberar disarmament or
relinquishment, the few that exist have focusednigaon the feasibility
and desirability of particular elimination prospectEgeland (2022)
blames this scholarly inattention partly on thet fdat there have been
few cases of relinquishments, thereby giving paa¢analysts of nuclear
elimination processes limited empirical materialsvork with. Again, he
believes that many scholars consider the eliminadfonuclear weapons
as an impossibility.

Disarmament is described as a ‘proposal that isdbas the assumption
that weapons are an important source of confliérif(iths and
O’Callaghan, 2002: 81). Arms control does intendetwvisage a new
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world order constructed upon arms acquisition aue tbut interested in
managing the status quo ante. Regulatory contrarofs production,
distribution and use can be achieved by banningni@ogies that have
the capacity to countervail existing balance of enwdeveloping
confidence-building mechanisms in the comity ofiora, reducing the
number of weapons already in existence or limitimg type of weapons
that can be used during wars.

Disarmament can be achieved either voluntarily yrirbposition. If a
disarmament program is voluntary, it means thaestsaw the need to do
away with some types of arms and ammunitions ohaps under certain
absolute conditions, agree to eliminate all exgstwmeapons. After the
First World War, the victor-nations (through theeadty of Versailles)
imposed some limitations on the German militarye German army was
limited to 100,000 troops to cut off Germany’s #bilto undertake
offensive actions against other countries.

Self-assessment Exercise 1

What is the difference betweamms control and disarmament?
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this ques

2.4 Major Arms Control, Nuclear Deterrence and
Disarmament Treaties

Since after the WW 2, the international systemwisizessed several arms
control and disarmament treaties which focused Ipain regulating the
proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biologicakapons, tackling
problems associated with ballistic and anti-badlistissile systems and
controlling the acquisition of nuclear materialsdatie frequency of
testing nuclear weapons. We should recall that loefgre modern day
state systems, efforts had been underway to propesee and security
through various arms control negotiations and agesds. Over 2,500
years ago, the two Greek military powers of Athand Sparta engaged
in diverse arms control agreements. However, tbeftion of the nuclear
age during the twentieth century marked a turniogtpin the annals of
arms control treaties largely on account of the mtage of the arms race
that accompanied the superpower rivalry of the gl period and the
rapid horizontal spread of weapons among statesffif and
O’Callaghan, 2002).

Some of the major arms control agreements of tist-Rrid War Il era
include the 1959 Antarctic Treaty which bannedestgtom using the
Antarctica for military purposes, the 1968 Nuclédon-proliferation
Treaty which limited the transfer of nuclear weapdo non-nuclear
states, the 1972 Biological Weapons Convention Wwianned the
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manufacture and possession of biological weapdres, 1872 Strategic
Arms Limitation Talks which controlled the developnt and use of anti-
ballistic missile systems, the 1991-92 Strategimmé&rReduction Talks
(START 1) which reduced the size of the superpowasslear arsenal,
the 1993 Chemical Weapons Convention which diresigdatories to
destroy their chemical weapons stocks within a decand the 1998
Anti-Personnel Landmines Treaty (Griffiths and Ol@ghan, 2002).
Interestingly, the 2010 NPT Review Conference esged renewed
concern at the continued risk for humanity posedheaypossibility that
these weapons could be used and the catastrophcartitarian
consequences that would result from the use ofeauateapons. Global
institutions like the International Red Cross aretiRrescent Movement
have also continued to emphasize the potentiaktisa and immense
sufferings that would result from any detonationnatlear weapons as
well as the lack of any adequate internationalaasp capacity to assist
the victims. The Movement calls on the internatlooammunity to
ensure that nuclear weapons are never again usktbgwursue treaty
negotiations aimed at eliminating them (Borrie, 201

In the context of arms control in the Post Worldr\®ara, it is important
to highlight the crucial role of nuclear deterrenioetween the then
superpowers — the US and the SU. Nuclear deterreasemajorly based
on the weapons capability of the superpowers’ aisdor mutual assured
destruction — MAD. MAD-based deterrence or phildgodepended not
only on the capability to destroy the enemy, bsiba&n projecting nuclear
weapons in a way to convince the enemy of theivigability and
importantly to signal a determination to carry auetaliation. To a large
extent, nuclear deterrence was an ideology of arorgrol. The US
nuclear weapons policy during the period of thedGblar was essentially
one of deterrence against Soviet aggression. Uearuweapons did not
exist mainly for the sake of fighting a nuclear wat primarily to protect
the US strategic interests from Soviet threats. dibeless, should
deterrence fail, the US must be prepared to resptiild at the same time
minimizing the number of damages sustained. As Emthe US has the
capacity to retaliate with assured destructiommat Soviet leaders know
that the potential gains of launching any attackirg the US are not
worth the risks. As such, the essence of havingiticéear deterrence was
to create a state of mind in the potential aggressbich would
subsequently restrain the enemy from picking upgla tue to the fear of
the horrendous consequences (Marullo, 1985).

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Identify and discuss any two magmms control, nuclear deterrence and
disarmament treaties that have taken place imtieenational system
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this question.
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2.5 Failure of Arms Control, Nuclear Deterrence and
Disarmament Treaties

Lack of trust has been the greatest source ofré&aibi arms control and
disarmament agreements among nations. South Adrite only country
known to have built and also dismantled its nuclaesenal, though
domestic political reforms appear to have influehdbe country’s
decision to do so. Generally, states cheat themsdlecause many times
in their selfish desperation to dubiously secuestbelves, they object to
arms control invitations or meetings, fail to dos® their full military
stockpile, build secret military installations, éae arms inspectors or
refuse to destroy certain categories of weaponsof@s have it that
although the United States signed the 1993 ChemWalapons
Convention, it has developed new chemical weapBgsimplication,
therefore, there is also the problem of enforcégbdf arms control
treaties in an international system where soversigtes are at liberty to
make final decisions on what and what not to do.

There is no central authority decision-making bodgtanding army with
powers to compel independent states to comply wittrnational laws
(Griffiths and O’Callaghan, 2002). We should mentaiso that assessing
the military power and arsenal of sovereign stateffficult. No doubt,
states make effort to quantify each other's myitatockpile. Such
indirect investigation could be through espionaggjal reconnaissance
and satellite technology (Oren, 1998). At anotlesel of conversation,
the question of whether the elimination of nucleaapons is possible or
not arises. Buzan (1987, see Egeland, 2022), rem#drét nuclear
weapons cannot be “dis-invented” since the systeconditions of
anarchy that breed their existence tarry. Armamerts seen as a
consequence rather than a cause of political teresid anarchy. So, any
logic of disarmament is expected to investigatetsaaf anarchy that
underlie the decision of politicians to expandingjtary budgets in order
to procure armaments.

The few options available including sanctions, @oitc aid and
diplomatic persuasion are have not proven suffitiemeliable in
handling problems of non-compliance by erring stalteis inconceivable
how these various instruments of soft power couldags induce
powerful states like the United States to embarkdisembark on any
military program of either producing or using angapon of choice. In
its quest to pursue its national interests, Rusasarepeatedly proven its
capacity to ignore economic enticements and sarmtiluding military
threats from powerful Western nations. Discountemanall manner of
severe economic sanctions, persuasive diplomagiagaments as well as
heavy supply of defensive and offensive weaporgkiaine, Russia has
reiterated that there is lack of order in the imé¢ional system. It remains
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also to be seen how any of these tools can deligsnpidecisions of other
powerful states like Russia, France Britain or @hiNorth Korea has
severally defied military threats, diplomatic me&sy sanctions and even
economic inducements in its production and testipflg assorted
destructive weapons. Invariably, while weak stat@y be persuaded or
compelled to abandon their arms production andrathigary programs,

it is unlikely to see how powerful states coulddigsuaded from theirs
(Griffiths and O’Callaghan, 2002).

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

Account for the failure ofarms control, nuclear deterrence and
disarmament treaties in the international system.
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this ques

9,

2.6 Summary

Unit 2 explored anclarified between concepts of arms control and
disarmament. The meaning of nuclear deterrenceexplsined. It also
discussed risks involved in arms race among stdths. study unit
discussed severarms control, nuclear deterrence and disarmament
treaties that have taken place in the internatispsiem. The underlying
causes of failure of arms control, nuclear detexeeand disarmament
treaties were outlined and examined. Besides latkust among states,
the failure of arms control, nuclear deterrence disdrmament treaties
on the heels of unwillingness and/or nonchalang@uwiferful nations like
the United States and Russia to commit themsetdviégetoutcome of such
agreements were also buttressed.
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ﬂZ.S Possible Answers t@Gelf-assessment Exercise

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

Disarmament seeks to ensure peace and securibeimternationa
system through the elimination of weapons frompisace and strategjc
policies of states. On the other hand, arms comgnatimarily intendeg
to achieve regulatory control over issues of arneslypction (in terms
of increase in numbers and types of weapons)jhlision and use.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Two majorarms control, nuclear deterrence and disarmameati¢s
that have taken place in the international systectude the 1991-9
Strategic Arms Reduction Talks (START 1) which reeld the size o
the superpowers’ nuclear arsenal and the 1993 ClakriVeapons
Convention which directed signatories to destrogirthchemical
weapons stocks within a decade

VT IO

Self-Assessment Exercise 3
There is the problem of deception and falsehoodsbye states.
Regardless of promises and treaties signed, sthtsg themselves in
their attempt to desperately and dubiously sedueenselves. It coul
also be on account of their objection to arms rol invitations or

L
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meetings, failure to disclose their full militaryoskpile, intention t
build secret military installations, deceive armsgectors or refuse to
destroy certain categories of weapons. Again, we lilae problem o
enforceability of arms control treaties in an intional system since
sovereign states are at liberty to make final decgson what and what
not to do with their arms and ammunitions. Gengydhiere is lack o
trust especially among the powerful nations anéigpewers.
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UNIT 3 WAR AND PEACE

Unit Structure

3.1 Introduction
3.2 Learning Outcome
3.3 Emergence of Peace Studies and the Causearof W
3.4 Post-Cold War “New Wars”
3.4.1 (A)morality of WarJus ad bellunandJus in bello
3.5 Envisioning Technology-based Warfare in that€mporary Age
3.6  Summary
3.7 References/ Further/ Readings
3.8 Possible Answers Self-Assessment Exercises

—
@3.1 Introduction

Researches and works on the causes of war, wagetent wars and
sustainable peace have always been a major soucoaecern to scholars
and policymakers across board, particularly thoggolitical science and
International Relations fields. However, nations tbé world often
advocate prevention of war while simultaneouslyppreng for war. In
fact, peace itself is said to a breathing timeedief that allows for the
preparation of subsequent military plans and adwest A period of
long-sustained peace is also filled with uncertaghie to high levels of
distrust among nations. Long periods of peaceearetl as moments that
might alter states’ capacity to be on alert or prego defend itself should
there arise any eventuality. These repeated cyaigseace and new
preparations to strengthen national militariespae of the reasons why
Carl Von Clausewitz (see, Fitzsimmons, 2007) warnagainst
postulations that stamp out war plans and remaitkaidwar is a constant
and to secure peace is to prepare for war.

@ 3.2  Learning Outcome

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

o evaluate circumstances that necessitated inteyestates in peace
studies as an academic field during the mid-twémtentury.

o discuss the meaning and causes of war.

o evaluate the nature and types of war that evolvadng small
states in the Post-Cold War era.

o analyze the implication of concepts &is ad bellumandJus in
bello in the study of peace and war.

o evaluate the interface of smart-technologies indkecution of

contemporary warfare.
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Emergence of Peace Studies and the Causes of War

The study of peace and war is traceable to ankistdry, though attempts
to institutionalize peace studies as an area afilegin scholarship began
from the mid-twentieth century. The impact of thaMA2 contributed
immensely to the desire for peace studies. Theseangreat need to find
better alternatives to dominant theories and pastuls of realists
regarding questions of the origins, nature and ohyos of cooperation,
conflicts and wars in the international system. dkts had begun to
consider peace beyond the over simplistic definibbit as the absence
of war. Disaggregating the concept of peace, Ggl{see Martin, 2005)
discusses two dimensions of peace, the positivalendegative aspects.
Negative peace implies the absence of violencevardwhile positive
peace connotes the integration of human societyapptication of social
justice. Positive peace signifies a condition ob@@overnance, social
harmony and amicable resolution of intergroup d¢otsl There could also
be “unstable peace” — a situation where two |atee involved in some
rivalrous interactions such as spying on each ptihgrosing all sorts of
restrictions, arms race and other forms of oppmsitind deterrence.
Generally, behavioralists and experts in the soseikences have
attempted to approach the phenomenon of war asoblepn whose
solution could be developed through scientific et Gradually,
quantitative research methodologies are being egppti the search for
solutions to the nature and dynamics of war, caospsace and also why
peace conditions break down.

Since the 1960s, the world has seen the rise ofypaace movements
declaring their objections to the inclusion of vearstate policy, warning
nations against problems associated with arms nawgelear war and
importantly calling for arms disarmament. Many pepmjects have been
proposed including the Perpetual Peace initiatiwdieh proselytizes the
possibility that human beings can generate condititecessary to live in
a just world where wars are unnecessary for theaheation of state
interests. Immanuel Kant is rated as the greatesiteo enlightenment
thinkers to invest thoughts and ideas in the sefanckasting peace in the
international system. However, regardless of theowrh of time,
resources and intellectual capital invested in pestadies, wars have
remained a big concern to the world. ‘War and pemedwo intermittent
outcomes of the continuous and dynamic nature cfkmteractions in
the international system’ (Martin, 2005: 51).

We may view war as an instrument of violence degtbyy rational
political actors against contending political oppotiactors towards the
pursuit and actualization of aims and objectivessttered unachievable
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without the use of militarism and force. On anotpkme, war could be
seen as a fallout of strategic miscalculations bltipal actors whose

decisions in conflictual situations were framedspecious interpretation
of other actors’ intentions or by some misleadiegcpptions shaped by
either or a combination of fears, interests or figes War, particularly

from the perspective of realists, is a rationapogse by political actors
to the anarchical international system where cotifig national interests
of states reinforce power struggle geared towasde survival, economic
gains, territorial acquisition or expansion, acceseesources or market
and others. It is pertinent to also think of thevantional view that for a
conflict to be categorized as war, it must haveoimed at least 1,000
battle deaths (Cox and Campanaro, 2016). One aintia strengths of
this conventional outlook on war is that it giveem for the inclusion of

other taxonomies of war such as intrastate wénaltwar, communal war
and others.

Beyond power structures in the international systafiiance system
among states, economic gains, authoritarianismitdeal expansion,
resource accumulation and access to market, waralsa be fought for
other reasons such as religion and ideology. Twehefworld’s most
influential religions — Christianity and Islam —~eawitnessed many wars,
including the famous European wars of religion tregtpened in the 16th
and 17th centuries and the Crusades. The Europaaonfweligion (The
Thirty Years War — 1618-1648) which ended with thgning of the
Treaty of Westphalia is remembered as one of toedist wars in
European history. In Germany, the Lutherans, Cadtsrand Zwinglians
(Protestant groups) had challenged the powers ighdsrof the Holy
Roman Empire to decide their religious fate. Ratiiman assuage the
disaffection expressed by Protestants, the Holy &oemperor became
more oppressive. The war broke out when the Art¢tdpsof Prague
destroyed some protestant churches. The religiosss deft Europe in
ruins and reduced the population of Germany by strooe half. ... It
took almost 200 years for Germany to recover froendffect of the Thirty
Years War’ (Griffiths and O’Callaghan, 2002: 238pnically, Islamic
and Christian religions preach peace while prodiagntheir belief in the
same monotheistic God.

There are opinions indicating ‘that the Europeamidy and the notion
of ‘the West’ were forged by Christendom’s extendedflict with Islam,
just as many segments of Islam have come to ddiemselves against
the largely Christian West’ (Cox and Campanaro,62AB0). The rising
influence of religion as a global political factas well as the increasing
interest of global political actors in matters aifitare and politics has
continued to prompt contentious debates. Samuetiffjton (1993) in
‘The Clash of Civilizations’ showcased a wideningtaral gap between
Islam which he characterized as premodern and @&mty which he
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characterized as modern, secular or Western. Somaganists say that
Huntington’s assertions about Muslim communitiesemaversimplistic

and demeaning. In the aftermaths of the 9/11/2@@tks on the United
States, many analysts made more criticisms agiinstington’s book

claiming that his work only aggravated hostility tween the two

religions. It is also important to note than mokthe religious wars in

history have been fought between members of the sahgious faith.

Revolution is another major source of conflict avat in the international
system. The French revolution of 1789 is a goodmpta of revolution

as a source of security crisis in the internatiosygtem. Fearing the
possibility that the revolution that broke out inaRce against French
rulers, the nobility and the church leaders migirtad into other countries
in Europe, Austria invade France in 1792. This ttgwment made France
position itself and its army to spread its revalatacross all Europe in
order to end monarchical rule and also ensure tingval of the new

France. In the Russian revolution of early twehtieentury, the Soviet
Bolsheviks who were influenced by Leon Trotsky &hdl. Lenin insisted

that the only path to sustainable peace, prosparity security was to
establish a new political and economic order thhoagevolution. The
primary essence of the Russian revolutionary was Wwa eliminate

capitalism and imperialism. The ills of imperialismere also responsible
for the many violent wars of national liberatioratreventually forced
Europeans to withdraw from their colonies in Afread Asia.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1

(). What uniquecircumstances necessitated interests in peacesstudi
as an academic field in the mid-twentieth century?
(i). What are the causes of war in the internationakesy?
Not more than 10 minutes to answer this question.

3.4 Post-Cold War “New Wars”

Since the end of the Cold War, the world has seanyninew wars” in
the form of intrastate and civil wars. The endhaf €old War significantly
altered the place of civil wars in the internatioegstem. After Irag’s
invasion of Kuwait in 1991, there was no other mapnflict of a clearly
interstate magnitude till the Ethiopia-Eritrea wamoke out in 1998.
Instead, throughout the 1990s. civil wars, separatnd various forms
of ethnic hostilities troubled the internationahuwmunity. According to
Lacina, ‘Before 1989, only 15 UN peacekeeping missihad ever been
deployed, and all but five of these missions deafharily with interstate
conflicts. From 1989 to 2000, there were 38 UN p&aeping missions,
all but five of which were deployed in regards toimtrastate conflict. ...
Yet, initial optimism regarding the potential foiternational institutions

148



POL851 MODULE 5

to keep and perhaps even create peace was projoshaken by the
tortured missions deployed to Somalia and the gignating Yugoslavia,
and the robust mission that never was deployedaanda’ (2004: 192).
There have been many wars caused by the break-dailed states,
attempts by dissatisfied sub-national entities gnotdips to secede or even
take over control of a state. In West Africa, exéeapf such wars include
Sierra Leone, Mali and Liberia (Lacina, 2004) slbelieved that most of
the conflicts of the 1990s were by-products of kiagding domestic
crises that were swept under the carpet duringtid War era. It will be
recalled that during the Cold War, most of ThirdNd@ountries operated
the Non-Aligned Movement which made the East amdWest to treat
them cautiously with some amount of care and concgfter the Cold
War ended, the two superpowers quickly withdrewrthestruments of
love, care and attachment which previously sergeddintain status quo
ante in Third World’'s political and security affair The sudden
withdrawal of the two superpowers’ economic andtjall support put
Third World countries in disarray and massive inspdas were triggered.
The implosions took diverse forms including intestwars fought along
the lines of clannish wars, tribal wars and civdra: Many of the wars
took place in countries where governments, secuaity economic
conditions had been grounded and people were ctedpe resort to
various forms of self-help mechanism — fair and.fou

Another notable phenomenon that became visibl&enPost-Cold War
era was the ecstasy that gripped the West whichggdedominant and
preeminent in global politics. The contentment olitgal hegemony of
the Post-Cold War West rested more on their béfhef the last enemy
had surrendered. Consequently, the guard of nigitawas lowered as
the West embarked more on the mission of comme&atan of its
political, ideological and economic values arouhd world. Cox and
Campanaro posed the important question of ‘If anyegnment “out
there” refused to accept the Western definitioroader, what could be
done to force these rogue states to play by thes?ul(2016: 184).
Though, these rogue states which included LibyattNKorea, Iraq and
Iran did not constitute any military or ideologithfeats to the West, they
had been criticized as abusing the human rightseaf own citizens and
also sponsoring terrorism in other countries. Thémeeling and
designations of rogue states became the pretegary out series of
“humanitarian” interventions into targeted statBsough wars organized
by the West. Example was the 2003 Irag War lechbyS. The question
and meaning of Just Wargig ad bellum and jus in be)arise here —
justice in and legitimacy of war.

Regardless of international public outcry callingtbe US to disembark

its decision to attack Iraq (a relatively less pdwenation), the US and
its coalition launched out Irag. The behavior ¢ thS falls in line with
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realists’ perception of absence of morality andostin issues of war. It
stands to reason that wars are indeed barbaricamubt be justified by
moral cover stories and ethical rhetoric.

3.4.1 (A) morality of War: Jus ad bellum and Jusin bello

The idea ofjus ad bellumprovides the opportunity to assess reasons
behind the choice of going to war in the pursuitstdte interests. It
attempts to answer questions of “why” politicattars decide to go to
war?Jus in bellg on the other hand, focuses on whether or notrawaa
fought in a just manner or in line with the rulésrmrality. Were the rules
and conventions of war such as the protectionwlian installations and
populations adhered to? Generally, the Just Waryressumes that it is
wrong to take away life, the primary responsibilifythe state to protect
human lives and the protection of human lives somes require
militarism. As it were, a Just War is permissibie the international
system, although that does not mean that it is gesrd Rules of war are
codified in international law and expressed inltmeted Nations Charter
and the Nuremberg war crimes records (Griffiths @idallaghan, 2002).

Self-Assessment Exercise2

What are the main characteristics of a just war?
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this question.

3.5 Envisioning Technology-based Warfare in the
Contemporary Age

It has been speculated that the prospect of wardest the great powers
in the twenty-first century is remote and remoteirgviargely to the
military dominance and political heavy weight ofetlJS in the
international system. Others see the obsolescefiagap among the
industrialized countries on account of the existeatnuclear weapons
and sophisticated advances in technologies of weapd war, all of
which makes war too destructive. Can the WW 2 Bertaas the last of
World Wars in our modern age? But this optimisssessment is made
in view of military conditions between and amondustrialized nations,
not between the powerful and weak states or everssismall and weak
states themselves.

For a powerful state like the United States, itpresumed that its
involvement in wars would be automated as unmarbmdbers and
missiles would be triggered from faraway semi-sutged submarines
and naval vehicles. Military actions and attacksuldobe watched on
videos as soldiers press buttons to destroy tamgepearing on their
screens. Trends along the lines of information ar@rtontinuous to take
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shape as nations improve and innovate militaryrieldgy. In the US,
Pentagon is already planning advanced warfare waiaploys more
technology-based military exercises through s#elieconnaissance,
cyber-attacks, computer-based espionage and sa&botHg vital
information and hacking into enemies’ computer-dase. These
preliminary military measures precede the actughgament of physical
violence. ‘Smart bombs’ are also gaining curreneyduse of the capacity
to select and hit specific targets and thus ragjasbme hope in the area
of rules of war, avoiding the destruction of ciaiiiinstallations and non-
combatant populations.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

Discuss technology-based wars as the new face diamgain the
contemporary international system.
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this ques

9,

3.6 Summary

This unit probed into events and circumstaribes necessitated interests
in peace studies as an academic field during tlietwentieth century.
The quest for a new paradigm in searching for arswe questions of
causes of war, ways to maintain peace and similastipns were
examined. New types of war (intra-state wars) #nase in the Post-Cold
War era following the recoiling of interests by td& and the SU from
their previous spheres of influence were discus3dtk question of
(un)just wars was analyzedJus ad bellumandJus in bello.The study
also envisioned emerging trends in the use of steahnologies in the
execution of contemporary warfare.

N
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ﬂ&S Possible Answers t@Gelf-assessment Exercises

Self-Assessment Exercise 1
(D). Interests in peace studies as an academit dimdse mainly from
the negativempact of the Second World War. The catastroplig¢sen
WW 2, in terms of destruction of human and materedources
contributed immensely to the desire for peace esidin the mid/
twentieth century. At this time, the need to finettbr alternatives t
dominant theories and postulations of realistsndigg questions of th
origins, nature and dynamics of cooperation, cotsland wars in th
international system became pressing.

M D O

(). Factors responsible for wars in the inteioral system include:

(ii). strategic miscalculations by political actonhose decisions in
conflictual situations were framed on speciousrpritation of
other actors’ intentions or by some misleading ggtions shape
by either or a combination of fears, interestsrespge.

(ii). conflicting national interests of statesan anarchical international
system. Divergencies in the interests of statesdadinhealthy
power struggle.

(iii). desperate struggle for state survival, eqoiogains, territoria
acquisition or expansion, access to resources thkahand others.

(iv). differences and contradictions in religioweologies. Examples
include the famous European wars of religion tlzadgdened in thg
16th and 17th centuries and the Crusades.

j®N
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(v). revolution. Here, examples will include theeRch revolution and
Russian Bolshevik revolution.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2
Rules of war are codified in international law aexpressed in the
United Nations Charter and the Nuremberg war crimesords.
Generally, Ajust war observes the rules of engagement in warfar
also attempts to adherto rules of morality. Example, a just war will
consider whether the conventions of warfare sucth@protection of
civilian installations and populations were adheed

Self-Assessment Exercise 3
Emerging trends in the conduct of wars indicate thars would be
automated. Uunmanned bombers and missiles woutitdggered from
faraway semi-submerged submarines and naval vshidiglitary
actions and attacks would be watched on videosolliess press
buttons to destroy targets appearing on their sstekm the US, th
Pentagon is already planning advanced warfare wéicploys more
technology-based military exercises through s&tetieconnaissanc
cyber-attacks, computer-based espionage and sabotég vital
information and hacking into enemies’ computer-dase.

LY "2
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UNIT 4 FOREIGN POLICY

Unit Structure

4.1 Introduction

4.2  Learning Outcome

4.3 Understanding Foreign Policy
4.3.1. Foreign Policy in a Complex Internationgst®m

4.4 Non-material-based Foreign Policies of Small Statethe Post-
Cold War Era

4.5 Perspectives of Realism, Neorealism and Constigotivon
Foreign Policy

4.6 Summary

4.7 References/ Further/ Readings

4.8 Possible Answers Self-Assessment Exercises

@4.1 Introduction

Foreign policy touches on external actions of stathich may be
conditioned by internal capabilites and preferancer by the
characteristics of the international system. Fag|ahe question of why
states behave they do in the global arena hasfoeahin the study of
foreign policy. In responding to this question,dbsvof analyses exist in
the context of foreign policy analyses dnternational RelationsAt the
System Level (neo-realism), the international systempels and drives
the behaviors and responses of states. At the IStatd of foreign policy
analyses (classical realism), external decisiods@haviors of states are
driven by state capabilities and features suchudtsiral and historical
legacies, religious and social identities, geogyaptesources and
economic strength. At the Organizational Level,amigations of a state
are mainly responsible for the foreign policy fotation and promotion.
At the Individual Level (cognitive), the totalityf doreign behavior of a
state rest largely on the role and impacts of pedplall, there is a lot of
concern centered on both processes and outcomereigih policy
decisions and external behaviors of states. Theageanent of states’
foreign relations, actions, inactions, choices apreferences in
consonance with predispositions of the internatiggatem is crucial in
foreign policy studies.
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@ 4.2  Learning Outcome

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

. discuss the meaning of foreign policy

o evaluate the impact of growing complexities of theernational
system on the dynamics of foreign policy formulatio

. analyze issues related to the non-material-bastedenaf foreign
policies of small states in the aftermaths of tldQVar.

o discuss the perspectives of realism, neorealisntansitructivism

on the theory of foreign policy.

4.3 Understanding Foreign Policy

Foreign policy can be understood as a method addptea state in its
engagement with other countries politically, sdgialmilitarily or
economically through discussions and negotiatiokbaga, 2020).
According to Khara, foreign policy focuses on theed of a state to
respond to the dynamics of the ever-changing iateynal political
system. Frazier (2019) writes that a state’s forgiglicy consists of the
strategies it uses to protect its international dothestic interests and
determines the way it interacts with other state$r@on-state actors and
that each state basically seeks to protect, proraate maximize its
national interest. The main preoccupation of fangiglicy is on policy
decisions and actions of national governments waieloriented towards
the external world outside their own domestic aalitipal jurisdictions.
Foreign policy can be considered as ‘the social witere the relations
between the inside and the outside of the stateegetiated’ (Herborth,
2015: 110). In opposite direction to realism wheselysis of states’
external behavior begin from the external environinéberalism see
foreign policy as a set of external goals deterchibg the interests and
preferences of internal social actors within tlaest

Foreign policy analysis could be actor-specific wiexery activity and
event taking place between and among nations isngexd on the
shoulders of human decision-making capability, qaned either singly
or in groups. This is why imternational Relationthere is an imperative
to focusing on how humans perceive, act and reatté world around
them and how humans are also affected by actiothsemctions of other
actors in the world system. This perspective ofigohng foreign policy
analysis on humans essentially makes the agenitedetheory of
International Relationsnore manifest on account that states are mere
abstractions which have no agency. However, itaghy to indicate that
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whether we speak of the state or its slightly aléve terminologies as
human beings or groups, the attention is on aafirsibalysis characterized
as a unitary rational actor and which generallyesceived as the state —
an approach described as “black-boxing the stabe billiard ball
model” (Hudson, 2005).

There are notions that domestic politics is majaryimportant part of
the explanation for states’ foreign policies. Stusalist realism is said to
hold the belief that an understanding of the ofrifan features of states’
foreign policies without looking at domestic palgiis possible. A clear
survey of the neoclassical economic theory shoprgaccupation on the
theory of foreign policies of firms as it intensiyeoncentrates on ‘why
firms choose to produce certain quantities andetbat certain prices
under different market structures. The neoclasdicabry of markets
explains the “international” actions of firms,gtias systemic IR theory
explains the other — regarding actions — thathis,foreign policies — of
states’ (Fearon, 1998: 293). The fundamentals ofketacompetition
largely drive the behavior of firms in their bid $arvive as independent
entities. In the spirit of capitalism, neoclassifitahs would always seek
profit maximization by doing whatever is feasiblecluding finding
options for business expansion and acceptance rgfemespecially when
its leads to monopoly.

4.3.1 Foreign Policy in a Complex International Syem

As our world get more complex and the pace of wartdrdependence
increase, the need to reevaluate foreign polioyareh questions, agenda
and paradigms becomes more profound. One of the oiallenges to
examining the complexities of foreign policy deorsimaking is the
continuing erosion of the distinction between domgesnd foreign issues.
The extent to which domestic economies and thdigelihey shape are
conditioned by the international political econorsya growing concern.
Rates of inflation, interest rates, employment anédmployment rates
and currency exchange rates are no longer exclysdetermined by
internal domestic factors. This is also true faolg immigration, price of
commodities, capital investments, industrializatigoolicies and
environmental issues. The various impacts of tHiedgs of endeavors
have noticeable internal consequences, yet theyifesariransnational
effects (Caporaso, 1986).

In like manner, the growing importance of issuethm field of political
economy is having significant spillover effects thie entire role of the
states as major actors in the international systerwell as on foreign
policy matters. Caporaso James (1986) states ieatjurisdiction of
national governments is increasingly out of phagé the problems for
which they are held responsible and this discrepdmas rendered
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domestic and foreign policies so inextricably ibigned as to make them
virtually indistinguishable’. Perceptions and treants of states as the
sole and/or most important actor in global polii€so longer the case.
By passing the declining state-centric approaclodrer units of analysis
of foreign policy. These other units of analysigalve non-state actors
(both foreign and domestic actors) whose actiond i@puts impact
profusely on foreign policy decisions. Apparentigere is a growing
overlap in the activities of sub-national groupspups, national and
transnational actors in the international behavidigs is why there are
advocacies for the recognition of monadic, dyadid @iadic components
of foreign policy decision-making. This also impabe sources and
consequences of foreign policy which becomes midenaore laced into
the patterns of global interdependence. Foreigncyddtudents and
scholars are expected to expand their horizonsateptheir tools of
analysis and investigate unexplored areas of soei@nomic and
political life (Caporaso, 1986).

Self-assessment Exercise 1

One of the main challenges to examining the conifpdsxof foreign
policy decision making is the continuing erosiontbé distinction|
between domestic and foreign issues. Explain.

Not more than 4 minutes to answer this question.

4.4 Non-material-based Foreign Policies of Small &tes in
the Post-Cold War Era

One significant development in the trajectory oblgll foreign policy
analysis stemmed from the dilemma which engulfedlisand less
powerful states as it concerns their choices aeda@ain external affairs
as well as tools of engagementmternational Relationsrhough the end
of the Cold War brought some relief from the domice of superpower
rivals, the accession of small states into inteomal system driven
largely by power politics and national interest aashallenge especially
in the area of foreign policy choices and prefeesndVith the end of the
Cold War rivalry, there was a major shift from m&kto non-material
dimensions of power usage in the international esyst Abdelraouf
Mostafa Galal notes that ‘the number of small stdias increased after
the dissolution of Soviet Union in 1991. The coiggrhave adopted an
effective foreign policy by using non-material dins@éns in a way that
contradicts the theory of realismlimernational Relations.. small states
cannot formulate a policy outside their bordersdose they do not
possess the material power, especially the militarg. ... realism sees
that the best behavior of small states is to bellgatstates to the great
powers. This resulted in insufficient studies ie field of International
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Relationson the foreign policies of small developing coiegr (Galal,
2020: 38-39).

Alterations brought to bear on the internationaitegn on the occasion of
non-material-based nature of foreign policies oakrstates are part of
the unforeseen theorizations of both classicaligtsalnd neorealists
scholars. Foreign policy lexicon has since the ehdhe Cold War
welcomed new terminologies like soft power, smariver and virtual
power. The magnitude of these alternative poweressuin foreign
policy formulation and relations cannot be undenested. Soft power
entails that states can also maximize gains iniritexnational system
using intangible resources such as attraction amsugsion rather than
coercion or threats of physical force. On the othand, smart power
implies the ability of global actors to utilize babhard and soft power in
the pursuit of foreign policy goals. These new teotogies appeared
following the rise ininternational Relationsf new phenomena that were
hitherto not fathomed by the theoretical postulaimf realism and
liberalism. Important to mention also is that thBest-Cold War foreign
policy developments were interfaced by revolutiansthe cultural
dimension of International Relationswhich consequently triggered
tremendous sparks in fields of information and tetetc technology.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

Explain ways in which the Post-Cold War environmeafiiect foreign
policy formulation among small states.
Not more than 4 minutes to answer this question.

4.5 Perspectives of Realism, Neorealism and Consttivism
on Foreign Policy

The potential impacts of internal conditions oredetinants of external
relations and their relevance in understanding iples$oreign policy

decisions of states are not properly factored engketching of external
behaviors of states by realism. Neorealism hadeat ¢joat the capabilities
of the material states are the core determinardstzat the pressures of
the international system affect indirectly statieseign policies through

complex processes that are in return addressedughranternal

mechanisms. In many ways we could see that readisther as classical
realists or neorealists, examined and explaineeidarpolicies of great
powers while giving no concern to the status ard@lof small states in
the international system, perhaps because smadisstito not possess
material powers required to develop effective fgmeipolicies. The

intentions and activities of small states do notitemaand have no
importance theoretically, despite the fact thatlsstates have most of
the world’s population. Realists presume that Inyste more concerned
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about the strong and the powerful only. But if welerstand that all rich
countries are not necessarily strong and all pamnties are not
necessarily weak, then we would rethink the statwsed factoring of
small states in world politics (Galal, 2020).

The evolution of constructivism in the constructafrforeign policies of

nations became another major concern of the Pdst-Gfar era. The

imperative of its development anchors also largety failures of

preexisting theoretical traditions to reliably tstate certain international
variable that accompanied the end of the ideolbgiea between the US
and the Soviet Union. The new developments of tre#-Eold War period
include the outbreak of civil wars in the formewib enclave, the rise of
the European Union as a model of regional integnadit the time when
other regional organizations across the world vieneiins and defunct.
Constructivists’ hypotheses on the impact of idgniideas, language,
values and perception on international politics &ogv all this affect

processes of foreign policy decision-making ofegatecame crucial in
providing necessary interpretations to unfoldingres ininternational

Relations These concepts are believed to shape the maoinatand

choices of action of actors in the internationaiteyn.

Constructivism is closely associated with the Swygsgchologist Jean
Piaget whose epistemological theory is seen asntbst influential
constructivist theories in education (Alanazi, 2D T&nstructivism holds
the view that identity and interest are closelkéid and thalnternational
Relationsshould be examined from a social perspectives lidsed on
two factors of construction and actor. Constructisrabout common
identities, values, perceptions and choices ofptbigical leaders while
actor has to do with units that interact with otbeits and the existing
social structures. Prominent in the contributiohsamstructivists is their
opinion that facts are constructed on a social sbdsi interacting
identities, values and practices. ‘Constructiveststhe view that peoples’
inquiry of events around them in a time of anaraligrs the structures
and institutions within which people operate. Sba@anstruction of
cultural behaviors is perceived to be the basiswdnch structural
constraints and opportunities are developed. Intiylica desirable
transformation expected in any anarchical systeltrbegin from changes
that occur in the social relations of states comedr (Alkali and
Onwutuebe, 2016: 24). This singular perspectiva mmajor ground of
deviation from the longstanding realists’ assumptlwat it is the anarchy
of the international system that influences theifygm behavior of states.
Constructivists stress the social content of botiemal power and
interests ininternational Relationsand believe that the international
system is a social system rather than a realistAac result of this belief,
they declare that the anarchy and chaotic naturéh@finternational
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system is the outcome of nation-states and nototiteome of the
international system as postulated by realistsli@edals.

The conflict between North Korea and the UnitedeStas longstanding
and must be understood in the context of differemcédentity. Over the
years, the United States has severally attempte@xtt powerful
controlling influence over North Korea to contafretlatter’'s potential
threat to the security of East Asia in general@odth Korea in particular.
At the height of the nuclear crisis in 1994, the ti&atened the use of
force by approving the dispatch of substantial tamyi reinforcement to
South Korea (Park, 2000). Regardless of the Truehpimistration’s
effort to broker peace between Pyongyang and Wgsimn conflict
between North Korea and the US remains problem@taoflicts between
the two countries are also ‘characterized by clagifanterest between
China, Japan, North Korea, Russia, South Korea #ral USA.
Neighbouring states are following the conflict beem Pyongyang and
Washington with concern, not only because of theédiate effects of
any war, but also with regard to their own foremmd security policy
interests’ (Hilpert and Meier, 2018: 4-5).

Thus, contrary to the widespread emphasis on naagoiver by realists
and common interest by liberal, constructivists @fr¢he view that the
social content ofinternational Relationsvhich composes of common
ideas, perception and identity are much more ingmorin the study and
explanation world politics. Ideas, perception atehitity of the political
leadership are the internal determinants of forgiglcy (Galal, 2020).
For the constructivist, the unit of analysis isther the state nor the
individual but the results of social interactioneotime. They focus on
how social interactions create perceptions and hiogv perceptions
continually change based upon further social ictéva.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

Distinguish betweethe perspectives of realism and constructivisnp on
the theory of foreign policy.
Not more than 5 minutes to answer this ques

19,

4.6 Summary

Unit 4 explained the meaning of foreign policy dndhlighted its four
main levels of analyses — system level, state |ewgianizational level
and the individual level of analyses. It also lodketo the implications
of the growing complexities of the internationas®m on the dynamics
of foreign policy formulation. The study examinduketnon-material-
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based nature of foreign policies of small statethen aftermaths of the
Cold War which followed the decline of the disptafymaterial power by
the superpowers — the US and the SU. We also diedubke perspectives
of realism, neorealism and constructivism on tle®ti of foreign policy
and highlighted on their unique distinctions.
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Self-Assessment Exercise 1
Indeed, the continuing erosion of the distincti@tveen domestic and
foreign issues makes more problematic effortsoperly articulate an
present coherent foreign policy ideas. The densityincreasing
interdependence among nations of the world hag gmgdications for
exclusive delineation between domestic jurisdictiand activities thg
can be qualified as external to states. The extenthich domestic¢
economies and politics are conditioned by the nagonal political
economy is a growing concern. For example, in éoe Of rising waves
of economic globalization, rates of inflation, irgst rates, employment
and unemployment rates and currency exchange aateso longer
exclusively determined by internal domestic factors
These complexities make imperative the need falestéo always
reevaluate their foreign policy research questmms agenda in order
to cope with globalization trends.

1.8 Possible Answers t@elf-assessment Exercise

=

—

Self-Assessment Exercise 2

The Post-Cold War environment tremendously affeébeeign policy
formulation of small and less powerful statésth the end of the Cold
War rivalry, there was a major shift from material non-materia
dimensions of power usage in an international systeaown to be
anarchical. That sense of anarchical internatisgatem implies thg
actors must be prepared to utilize all amount ofvgrowithin their
disposal to pursue their national interests. lingucinternational areng,
small states do not stg a good chance to make gains. As it were,

—+
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number of small states increased after the digsoluf Soviet Union
in 1991. Consequently, small states adopted aligengoreign policy
mechanism by resorting to non-material dimensiona €ontrast tg
realists 'postulations of power politics imternational Relations
Considering their lack of material power, espeyiatilitary capacity,
realists project that the best option left for dretdtes is for them to b
satellite states to the great powers.

Self-Assessment Exercise 3

Realists emphasize on the impacts of internal ¢mmdi in determining
external relations and foreign policy decisionstaftes. Reinterpretin
this position from another plane, neorealists argio@t although
pressures of the international system affect stdtesign policies
through complex processes, those external pressugesiltimately
addressed through internal mechanisms of state rpdwere appear

to be an extreme attention on material capability power of states to

articulate, shape and push forward their agendtheninternationa|
system. Of course, small states do not matteraiufe prominently a
important actors in this realists’ power calculBg. extension, realist
presume that history cares about the strong angawerful only.

The arrival of constructivists and their introdoctiof new paradigm
that are a far cry from notions of power politissyereignty and statisi
of realists carved a niche worthy of attention. &aurctivists leverage

on failures of preexisting theoretical traditiors reliably translate

certain international variables that accompanied #nd of the
ideological war between the US and the Soviet Unidbhe new
developments of the Post-Cold War period inclu@edttbreak of civi
wars in the former Soviet enclave, the rise ofEneopean Union as
model of regional integration at the time when othregional
organizations across the world were in ruins andurc.
Constructivists’ hypotheses on the impact of idgntdeas, languags
values and perception on international politics aod all this affect
processes of foreign policy decision-making ofegdtecame crucial i
providing necessary interpretations to unfoldingrés ininternational
Relations How concepts such as identities, values, permeptand
choices of political leaders, shape and drive tlo#ivations, choiceg
and actions of actors in the international systenthe priority of
constructivism
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